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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h e r i  L .  D a v i s

M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 0

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L l o y d  J o n e s  
S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
C a p i t o l ,  Room  9

D e a r  S e n a t o r  J o n e s :

W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  i s  u s e d  b y  a  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  c o m m e r c e  e n r o u t e  
t o  A l a s k a n  p o r t s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a  f i f e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  9 0  m i l e s  o f  
h a z a r d o u s  s e a s .  I t  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w a t e r w a y  
r e m a i n  s a f e  a n d  n a v i g a b l e .

B e f o r e  y o u  i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  a s k i n g  t h e  A rm y C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  t o  
p e r f o r m  a n  im m e d i a t e  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o n d i t i o n  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  C o r p s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
d r e d g i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  s e v e n  a r e a s  a l o n g  t h e  2 4 - m i l e  w a t e r w a y .  
T h e  o v e r a l l  g o a l  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  h a z a r d s  t o  
n a v i g a t i o n ,  w a t e r  c u r r e n t  im p e d im e n t s  a n d  a  s a f e ,  e s t i m a t e d  d e p t h  
n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  c h a n n e l  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  N a r r o w s .

W i t h  i n c r e a s e d  l a r g e - v e s s e l  t r a f f i c  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  
a  s u r v e y  b e  c o n d u c t e d  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n  i n  t h i s  
R e s o l u t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n ,  a n d  i f  y o u  n e e d  a n y  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me i m m e d i a t e l y .

S i n c e r e l v .

C h e r i  L .  D a v i s
A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s



opnftpcT FISCAL NOTERE Q U EST : _______

S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A  B I L L  V E R S I O N :  — FJRJiZ.,
1990 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  P U B L I S H  D A T E :  ______________

Revision Date: gg. H J R  87  Agency Affected: _ ! ! 2 L
Tit le: R e l a t i n g  on w o r k  o n  W r a n g e l l  ,

N a r r o w s  by the Corp. of E n g i n e e r s

Sponsor: geP ^ J ffijs , ... Components:.
Requestor: H o u s e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m m i t tee

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 90 FY91 FY 92 FY 93 Ff 94 FY 95

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - - u - ■ -u - - u - -U -

C A PITA L -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVEN U E -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL F U N D  

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL -0- -0- -15- -0- -u- -U

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY - 0 - - u - - u - -u- - 0 - -0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared b y : 
D iv is io n :

A pproved by  
A gency : f t S U  a
Distribution (by preparer): 
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Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Managem̂ *—*ua—1 

Impacted AgencyCi
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Date:____ l.J , ix J  -------

Dale:____?,■ 7 .f /  f a .
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S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  P i l o t s ’  A s s o c i a t i o n CAB'.E ADDRESS SEAPILOTS
P. 0 .  BO X  6100 

K E T C H IK A N ,  A L A S K A  99901

F e b r u a r y '14, 1990

The H o n o r a b l e  C h e r i  D a v i s  -- ' *■
*•»

H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  /
S t a t e of A l a s k a

P. 0. Box V : — --""

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811  [

D ear Cheri:

Subject: H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 87

The S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a  P i l ot s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  w o u l d  like to go on re c o r d  as 

s u p p o r t e r s  of H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No, 87.

We n o w  h a v e  two cr u i se  s h i p s  s c h e d u l e d  to t r a n s i t  W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  w e e k l y  

this summer. B oth of t h e s e  s h i p s a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  the M / V  C o l u m b i a  and one is 

a m o t o r - s a i l i n g  ship. W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  is t r a n s i t e d  by all m a r i n e  u s e r  gr o u p s  

and is an i m p o r t a n t  w a t e r w a y  to a ll  m a r i n e r s  t r a n s i t i n g  the Inside P a s s a g e  of 
A l a s k a .

We feel y o u r  r e s o l u t i o n  is v i t a l  to the c o n t i n u a n c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  about 

this w a t e r w a y .  The U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  p r o v i d e s  this pilot g roup 

and o t h e r  m a r i n e  u se r s  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  u p - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n ee d e d  for safe 

n a v i g a t i o n  of this area. T h e  U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  has b e e n  m o s t  h e l p­

ful ov e r  the y e a r s  with i n f o r m a t i o n  and d e t a i l e d  m a p s  of W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  and 

o t h e r  a r e a s  of i n t erest to us. H o w e v e r ,  w e  r e q u e s t e d  a d e t a i l e d  ma p  of the 

B a t t e r y  Islets area in W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  to r e v i e w  in the w a k e  of the U . S . C . G . 

B uoy T e n d e r  P l a n e t r e e  g r o u n d i n g  o n  J a n u a r y  25, 1990, and the U.S. Arm y  C o r p s  

a d v i s e d  they did not h a v e  an u p - t o - d a t e  m a p  of this l o c a t i o n  in W r a n g e l l  

N a r rows. T h e y  wen t  on to s t a t e  t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  in W r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s  

w h e r e  the i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  in n eed of u p d a t i n g .

W’ith this in m i n d  and the v o l u m e  of m a r i n e  c o m m e r c e  t r a n s i t i n g  this w a t e r w a y  

w e  feel H o u s e  J oi n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 87 s h o u l d  be g i v e n  u n a n i m o u s  s u p p o r t  by 

the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D0C: b j j S e c re ta ry /T re a su re r
cc: S e n a t o r  J o n e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T a y l o r



-J#=»N 2 4 - 9 0  W E D  1 3 ! 4 2  U S f t E D  9 0 7 - 7 3 3 - 2 5 2 6 P .  0 2

1 - 4 0 .

WRANGELL NARROWS, ALASKA

C o n d i t i o n  o f  Im p r o v e m e n t  3 0  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 8

£ X IS T IN G  P R O JE C T : A d o p t e d  3 M a r c h  1 9 2 5 ,  m o d i f i e d  3 0  A u g u s t  1 9 3 5  a n d  2
•'.arch 1 9 4 5 ;  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  c h a n n e l  3 0 0  f e e t  w i d e  d r e d g e d  t o  a  d e p t h  o f  - 2 4
f e e t  MLLW, w i t h  im p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  a l i g n m e n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  2 0 0  f o o t  b y  
21 f o o t  c h a n n e l ;  a n  a n c h o r a g e  b a s i n  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c h a n n e l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i ­
t y  o f  M i l e  1 4 ,  5 0 0  y a r d s  l o n g ,  2 0 0  y a r d s  w i d e ,  a t  - 2 6  f e e t  MLLW; a d e p t h  
o f  - 2 7  f e e t  MLLW a t  P e t e r s b u r g  B a r  ( S h o a l  2 ) ;  e a s i n g  c u r v e s  a t  f o u r
s h o a l s ,  r e m o v i n g  a r o c k  p i n n a c l e  o p p o s i t e  A n c h o r  P o i n t ,  a n d  r e m o v i n g  f i v e
s m a l l  r o c k  p i n n a c l e s  i n  t h e  t o w i n g  c h a n n e l .

PROGRESS OF WORK: T h e  o r i g i n a l  2 0 0  b y  2 1  f o o t  c h a n n e l  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  i n
1 9 3 4 .  T h e  m o d i f i e d  c h a n n e l  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 5 1 .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e
a n c h o r a g e  b a s i n  n e a r  M i l e  14  w a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  d u r i n g  A p r i l  a n d  May 1 9 6 3 .
A r o c k  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c a r r i e d  i n  b y  a n  i c e b e r g  w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  
c h a n n e l  n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g  i n  J u n e  1 9 6 3 .  A 1 9 7 C  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a t  T u r n  P o i n t ,  
n e a r  P e t e r s b u r g ,  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  d e p t h  t o  - 2 7  f e e t  MLLW a n d  w i d e n e d  t h e  
c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  t h e  t u r n .  M a i n t e n a n c e  d r e d g i n g  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c h a n n e l ,  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 1  a n d  t o  T u r n  P o i n t  i n  May a n d  J u n e  
1 9 7 9 .  A c o n d i t i o n  s u r v e y  o f  m i l e  1 5 . 5  ( N o r t h  L e d g e )  o f  t h e  N a r r o w s  w a s  
p e r f o r m e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 3 .  C o n d i t i o n  s u r v e y s  o f  M i l e  3 . 5  t o  5 ,  ( S c o w  B a y )  
and  M i l e  1 5 . 5  t o  1 7  ( N o r t h  L e d g e  t o  B u r n t  I s l a n d )  w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  i n
F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 4 .  I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 6  c o n d i t i o n  s u r v e y s  w e r e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a t
m i l e  1 0 ,  ( G r e e n  P o i n t ) ,  m i l e s  1 2 . 5 - 1 3  ( G r e e n  R o c k ) ,  a n d  m i l e  2 C ,  ( B a t t e r y  
I s l e t s  I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 7 ,  M i l e  1 . 5  t o  3 . 5 , ( T u r n  P o i n t )  a n d  m i l e  1 8 ,  ( S p i k e  
R o c k )  w e r e  s u r v e y e d .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 8  M i l e  1 5 . 5 - 1 7  ( N o r t h  L e d g e  t o  B u r n t  
I s l a n d )  w a s  s u r v e y e d .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 8  a  s u r v e y  w a s  m ade  t o  i n s p e c t  a 
r e p o r t e d  n a v i g a t i o n  h a z a r d  a t  M i l e  1 2 . 5 - 1 3 ,  ( G r e e n  R o c k ) .  T h e  s u r v e y  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  tw o  l a r g e  r o c k s  w e r e  o b s t r u c t i n g  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  c h a n n e l .  A 
c o n t r a c t  w a s  a w a r d e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  r o c k s ,  a n d  t h e  r e m o v a l  w a s  c o m p l e t e  a s  
o f  M a r c h  1 9 8 8 .
RANGE OF T I D E :  Mean R a n g e  D i u r n a l , R a n g e E x t r e m e . R a n g e

P e t e r s b u r g i 3 . 8 ' 1 6 . 4  ' 2 5 . 0 '

F i n g e r  P t , 1 4 . 2 ' 1 6 . 7 ' o•in<N

P t .  L o c k w o o d 1 3 . 1 ' 1 5 . 7 ' 24  . 0 '

1 o v  w e  e
1



r a n g e l l  N a r r o w s ,  A l a s k a  ( c o n t i n u e d )

0 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 7

CONTROLLING D EPTH : C o n t r o l l i n g  d e p t h  o f  - 2 1 . 5  w a s  f o u n d  a t  m i l e  1 0 ;  - 2 2 . S 
i t  m i l e  1 2 . 5 - 1 3  ( G r e e n  r o c k ) ;  a n d  - 2 0 . 9  a t  m i l e  2 0 ,  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 6 .  A d e p t h  zt - 2 0 . 6  f e e t  MLLW n e a r  M i l e  1 . 5  ( T u r n  P o i n t )  , a n d  - 1 5 . 7  a t  M i l e  1 8  ( S p i . k e  
R o c k )  w a s  n o t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 7 .  A d e p t h  w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  - 1 8 , 5  f e e t  MLLW 
o e tw e e n  m i l e s  1 5  a n d  17  ( N o r t h  L e d g e  t o  B u r n t  I s l a n d ) ,  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 8 .

The  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  c o m m e r c e  e n r o u t e  t o  A l a s k a n  p o r t s  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  c h a n n e l  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  a  s a f e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  9 0  m i l e s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  
s e a s .  T h e  a n c h o r a g e  b a s i n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  A n c h o r  P i n t  i s  u s e d  a s  a 
n o l d i n g  a r e a  w h en  w a i t i n g  f o r  f o g  t o  c l e a r .

l - 4 0 a .
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