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ITT THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COHMITTEE

CS FOR ROUSE JOINT RESOLUTION RO. 11 (Transportation)

IK THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to Congressional n a u t h o r i s a­

tion of the Clean Air Act.

BE IT RESOLVER BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIB STATE OF ALASKA*

WHEREAS the people of the etate are committed to healthful air for 

residents of the state to breathe* and

WHEREAS the air in Anchorage and Fairbanks periodically contain* 

levels of carbon monoxide during cold weather condition* that exceed air 

quality standardsi and

WHEREAS carbon monoxide presents & health risk to humans because it 

robs the body of oxygen and is a particular health ri*k to the elderly, 

infants, pregnant women, and individuals with chronic heart and lung dis­

eases* and

WHEREAS carbon monoxide is a product of inefficient combustion and et 

lea*t 90 percent of the cerbon monoxide in the air of Anchorage and 

Fairbanks results from automobile exhausts during the cold winter months ji 

and

VHEREAJ the carbon monoxide levels in Anchorage and Fairbanks can be 

reduced by the adoption of two primary strategies* by reducing the number 

of automobile miles traveled durin, <he cold winter months and by reducing 

the amount of carbon monoxide each : i.cle emit** and

WHEREAS the expanded use of mass transit and ride-sharing will reduce 

the number of automobile mile* traveled, thus reducing the amount of carbon 

monoxide emitted* and

WHEREAS the Anchorage and Fairbanka municipal governmental are present­

ly restricted by Federal law in their ability to use Federal gan tax funds 

H J R 0 1 1 E  C S « *  ll(Trsp)
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t o  e x p a n d  m a s s  t r a n s i t  a n d  o t h e r  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m e a s u r e s ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  n o w  c e r t i f i e s  n e w  v e h i c l e s  

j f o r  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s  a t  t e m p e r a t u r e s  r a n g i n g  b e t w e e n  6 8  a n d  8 6  

d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a  r a n g e  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  c o l d e r  c l i m a t e s ;  

a n d

U I I E R E A S  a  c o l d  t e m p e r a t u r e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  c o u l d  r e d u c e  a c t u a l  

c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s  b y  a s  m u c h  a s  4 6  p e r c e n t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  n o w  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f
I
i r e a u t h o r i z i n g  a n d  a m e n d i n g  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  Ac t ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t h e  C o n g r e s s  to 

s u p p o r t  t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  w i t h  a m e n d m e n t s  n o t e d  i n  

t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ;  a n d  b e  i t

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t h e  C o n g r e s s  

t o  i n c r e a s e  m a s s  t r a n s i t  f u n d i n g  a s  a m e a n s  o f  m i t i g a t i n g  t h e  a d v e r s e  

e f f e c t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e l a t e d  a i r  p o l l u t i o n ;  a n d  b e  i t

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  r e q u i r e  

t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  t o  c e r t i f y  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  f o r  c a r b o n  

m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n  c o m p l i a n c e  a t  2 0  d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D a n  Q u a v l e ,  

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U . S .  S e n a t e ;  t h e  

H o n o r a b l e  J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  U . S .  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  a n d  t o  

t h e  H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U . S .  S e n a t o r s ,  

a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .

C S H J R  l K T r s p )  - 2 -  H J R 0 1 1 B
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K a y  B r o w n
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

M E M O R A N D U  M

TO: S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a y  B r o w n

D A T E :  A p r i l  20, 1 9 8 9  / \  \

RE: H J R  11, R e l a t i n g  t w  R e a u t h q r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l
C l e a n  A i r  A c t

C S  f o r  H J R  11, a s  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e ,  a s k s  C o n g r e s s  to:
* r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t ?
* a m e n d  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  t o  c e r t i f y  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  f o r  c a r b o n  
m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n  c o m p l i a n c e  a t  c o l d e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s ;  a n d

* i n c r e a s e  m a s s  t r a n s i t  f u n d i n g  a s  a m e a n s  o f  m i t i g a t i n g  
a i r  p o l l u t i o n .

C o n g r e s s  is e x p e c t e d  t o  a m e n d  a n d  r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  
A c t  t h i s  y e a r .  P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  A l a s k a ' s  
e f f o r t s  t o  h a v e  a  " c o l d  s t a r t "  a m e n d m e n t  i n c l u d e d .  C e r t i f y i n g  
c  .rs a t  c o l d e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  c a n  c u t  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s  
i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  b y  u p  t o  4 6 % .

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  i t s  c u r r e n t  f o r m  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  ( b y  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  b o t h  
a s s e m b l i e s ) , t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  h e a l t h  a n d  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  L u n g  

A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  C o a l i t i o n  t o  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  
V o t e r s .

A b o v e  a l l ,  t h i s  is a h e a l t h  i s s u e .  T h e  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o g r a m s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  h a v e  b e e n  

h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c u t t i n g  d o w n  o n  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  l e v e l s .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  c i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a b o u t  7 0  o t h e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  a r e  s t i l l  o u t  o f  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  c l e a n  a i r  s t a n d a r d s .  
A i r  p o l l u t i o n  p o s e s  a t h r e a t  t o  a l l  o u r  c i t i z e n s — e s p e c i a l l y  
c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  a n d  t h o s e  w i t h  r e s p i r a t o r y  i l l n e s s e s .
I n  1 9 8 8  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  s t i l l  h a d  14 a i r  p o l l u t i o n  
v i o l a t i o n s  e a c h — 13 m o r e  t h a n  e a c h  i s  a l l o w e d .

nurlna Session:
P. o.
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K a y  B r o w n
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

M E M O R A N D U M %

T O :  S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s

C h a i r ,  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a y

D A T E :  A p r i l  1 0 ,  1 9 8 9

R E :  R e q u e s t  f o r  S c h e d u l i n g  o f  H J R  1 1

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h a t  H J R  11, r e l a t i n g  t o  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  b y  C o n g r e s s ,  b e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  

i n  t h e  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

H J R  1 1  e n c o u r a g e s  C o n g r e s s  t o  r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  

a n d ,  i n  s o  d o i n g ,  t r  a d o p t  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  r e q u i r e  v e h i c l e  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a t  l o w e x  t e m p e r a t u r e s  t h a n  i s  n o w  r e q u i r e d .

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t ,  i f  a d o p t e d ,  c o u l d  c u t  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  

e m i s s i o n s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  b y  4 6 % ;  i t  i s  o u r  b e s t  

h o p e  o f  s o l v i n g  t h e  s e r i o u s  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h o s e  

c i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

B e c a u s e  C o n g r e s s  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e a u t h o r i z e  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  

t h i s  y e a r ,  i t ' s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  p a s s  b o t h  

h o u s e s  t h i s  s e s s i o n  i f  w e  h o p e  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e f f o r t s  

t o  h a v e  t h e  " c o l d  s t a r t "  a m e n d m e n t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  A c t .

H J R  1 1  h a s  b e e n  e n d o r s e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l i e s  o f  

b o t h  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .  I t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  b y  m a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s .

I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a s  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  
H o u s e  o n  a  v o t e  o f  3 6 - 4 .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

P. O. B o x  20-2661 
Anchorage, A K  99520-2661 

(907) 272-0207

During Session:

P. O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811 
(907) 465-4998
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Submitted by: Assemblyman Barnett
Prepared by: Assembly Budget Analyst
For reading: March 28, 19 8 9

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
AR NO. 89-69

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE^ MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING HOUSE 
JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11 0BJR 11) RELATING TO CONGRESSIONAL 
REAUTHORIZATION OF THE CLEAN AIR ACT

WHEREAS, HJR 11 has been introduced in the legislature; and

WHEREAS, this proposed resolution addresses an innovative 
approach to requirements of the Clean Air Act as it relates to 
colder climates; and

WHEREAS, Anchorage's air quality stands to benefit if the 
concepts of HJR 11 is acted upon by the U. S. Congress.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Municipal Assembly resolves:
CS

Section 1; That this body endorses'HJR 11 in its entirety 
and urges immediate and appropriate action b y  the U. S. Congress.

Section.2: That copies of this resolution be forwarded to
Alaska Congressional Delegation and the Alaska legislature.

day of
P A S S E D ^ ^ D  APPROVED by the Anchorage.-Assembly this 4th

Chairman

ATTEST:

Municipal Clerk

EJG:eg
DOCA/AR22

Attachment (HJR NO. 11)
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By: Juanita Helms
Introduced: 02/23/89
Adopted: 02/j83/89

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO HOUSE JOINT 
RESOLUTION NO. HJR-11 IN THE 

LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. HJR-11 has been introduced 
into the Legislature of the State of Alaska, Sixteenth Legislature, First 
Session, to urge the Congress to support the reauthorization of the Clean 
Air Act with certain amendments; and

WHEREAS, House Joint Resolution No. HJR-11 would further urge the 
inclusion of the following amendments to a reauthorized Clean Air Act:

»
(1) permit cities that exceed emission standards established under 

the Act the local option of using Federal gas tax money for the operation 
of mass transi t, light rail , ride-sharing systems and other transportation 
measures as a means of reducing air pollution; and

(2) require the Environmental Protection Agency to certify motor 
vehicles for carbon monoxide emission compliance 3t a colder temperature 
range beginning at 20 degrees Fahrenheit; and

WHEREAS, the people of the Fairbanks North Star Borough are 
committed to healthy air for residents of the Borough to breathe.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough Assembly supports and endorses House Joint Resolution No. 
HJR-11 in the Legislature of the State of Alaska, Sixteenth Legislature, 
First Session.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Assembly urges me Interior Legislative Delegation to actively support the 
passage of HJR No. 51 in the Legislature of ‘.'He State of Alaska. Sixteenth 
Legislature, First Session.

RESOLUT ION  NO. 89-022



PASSED AND APPROVED TH!S 23RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 1989.

Presiding Officer
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Something in the air
Here in Anchorage, the December air has carried 

more than snow and rain, clouds and sunshine. Four 
times in the last eight days carbon monoxide pollution 
has reached unhealtbful levels, according to the city 
health department.
D u r in g  1988,
Anchorage carbon 
monoxide levels have 
exceeded federal 
standards 14 times.

This news doesn’t 
get the kind of 
attention . it deserves.
Too many people are still under the misapprehension 
that this comer of the last frontier is free of big-city air 
pollution problems.

On a human level, this ignorance can be harmful. 
When air pollution reaches unhealthy levels, it begins to 
pose risks to people with heart and lung ailments.

On a policy level, ignorance of local air pollution 
breeds complacency. Public Indifference increases the 
chances the city will try to continue business as usual, 
catering to the cars that cause the pollution and 
she rt-shrifting strategies needed to clear the air.

In the short run, Anchorage needs to clean up its cars. 
The city is studying the possibility of expanding the 
emissions testing program to include Mat-Su Valley 
commuters. If that doesn’t work, Anchorage may have 
to consider mandating use of pollution-reducing 
oxygenated fuels, as Denver now does.

In the long run, Anchorage needs to cut its 
dependence on the automobile. That will take careful 
planning of future growth and a much stronger 
commitment to transit.

Anchorage’s 14 air pollution violations in 1988 are 13 
more than federal law allows. If the violations persist, 
the city faces the loss of federal highway funds. That 
threat, and the prospect of having air worthy of Los 
Angeles, should keep air pollution control at the top of 
the public agenda.

* seen fit to o ffe r. *
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Municipality
of

Anchorage

P .O . B O X  1 9 6 6 5 0
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  9 9 5 1 9 - 6 6 5 0  
( 9 0 7 )  7 8 6 - 8 4 0 2

TOM FINK. 
MAYOR

TRANSIT DEPARTMENT

M a r c h  1, 1 9 8 9

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  C a t o

C h a i r p e r s o n ,  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a t o :

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  1 1  a s  a m e n d e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  a n d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  

F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 8 9 .

A i r  Q u a l i t y  C o m p l i a n c e  i s  c l e a r l y  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  A n c h o r a g e  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  t o  coire. E v e n  w i t h  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  a n d  a  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n s p e c t i o n  

a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o g r a m ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  r e d u c e  c a r b o n  

m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s  t o  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s .

W e  a r e  f u l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  H J R  1 1 ,  b o t h  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  i t s  c a l l  
f o r  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g  o f  m a s s  t r a n s i t  a n d  i t s  p r o v i s i o n  u r g i n g  

t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  f o r  C O  e m i s s i o n s  a t  c o l d e r  
t e m p e r a t u r e s .  I f  b o t h  p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  t o  b e c o m e  r e a l i t y ,  a i r  

q u a l i t y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  - a l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r  n o r t h e r n - c l i m a t e  

c i t i e s  - w o u l d  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p r o v e d .  C l e a n ,  o r  m o r e  

a c c u r a t e l y ,  n o n - p o i s o n o u s  a i r  i s  s o m e t h i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  A l a s k a n s  w h o ,  u n l i k e  N e w  Y o r k e r s ,  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  
t h e  a i r  t h e y  b r e a t h e  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r u s t  i t .

H J R  1 1  d e s e r v e s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f u l l  L e g i s l a t u r e .

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a y  B r o w n 7

D o n  S i m m o n s , M O A

A T B 2 / l r 2 6

LETTERS O F  SUPPORT’ - Municipality 

“ o f  Anch o r a g e



M unicipa lity  of Anchorage
f p g

Depnrt m en t  of Health a n d  H u m a n  Services
325 "L" Street 

P.O. Box 196650 Anchorage. Alaska 99519-6650

M a r c h  6, 1 9 8 9

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  C a t o  

C h a i r ,  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

R E :  H J R  1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  c o n c e r n i n g  H J R  1 1  a n d  i t s  i m p a c t  o n  

r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

C o n g r e s s .  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t w o  v e r y  w o r t h y  a m e n d m e n t s ,  

t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  n e w  v e h i c l e s  a t  c o l d  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  

f u n d i n g  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e n h a n c e m e n t  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  m a s s  

t r a n s i t .

T h e  t e s t i n g  o f  n e w  v e h i c l e s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  d o n e  a t  t e m p e r a t u r e s  

r a n g i n g  f r o m  6 8  t o  8 6  d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t .  A n  e m i s s i o n  t e s t  

s t a n d a r d  f o r  n e w  v e h i c l e s  a t  2 0  d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  w o u l d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e  e m i s s i o n s  o f  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e .  C o l d  

t e m p e r a t u r e  t e s t i n g  is t h e  b e s t  l o n g - t e r m  s t r a t e g y  f o r  

A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c i t i e s  t o  m e e t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

A m b i e n t  A i r  Q u a l i t y  S t a n d a r d  f o r  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e .

W e  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e e d  t o  f i n d  a d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  o f  r e v e n u e  
t o  o p e r a t e  m a s s  t r a n s i t  s y s t e m s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  and 
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  H J R  1 1  a s  a m e n d e d .  M y  s t a f f  is 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  p a s s a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o b e r t  A .  ( B e r t )  H a l l ,  D i r e c t o r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  A

d s l 2 4

c c :  T o m  F i n k ,  M a y o r

G l e n  G l e n z e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  M a n a g e r ,

G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  O p e r a t i o n s

L e e  B r o w n i n g ,  P . E . ,  M a n a g e r ,  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s

Tom Fink, 
LUyor



Tom Fink, 
Mayor

M unicipality oi Anchorage
Municipal Health &  H u m a n  Services C o m m i s s i o n

825 “L" Street 
P.O. Box 19665C ■> Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650 Telepnone: 

(907) 343-4674
M a r c h  8, 1 9 8 9

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a y  B r o w n  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  H J R  1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B r o w n ,

T h e  M u n i c i p a l  H e a l t h  & H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n  s t r o n g l y  

s u p p o r t s  H o u s e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  11, " r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  

r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t . "

T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  h a s  m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r i d e s  

d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  t o w a r d s  r e d u c i n g  a i r  p o l l u t i o n ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  I n s p e c t i o n  a n d  

M a i n t e n a n c e  P r o g r a m  i n  1 9 8 5 .  ( T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  

C O  e m i s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e d u c e d  b y  5 0 %  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

p r o g r a m . )  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e x c e e d e d  

f e d e r a l  a i r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  1 5  t i m e s  o n  

t e n  d i f f e r e n t  d a y s  i n  1 9 8 8 ,

I n  o r d e r  t o  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a d d i t i o n a l  

s t e p s  m u s t  b e  t a k e n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  

a i r  p o l l u t i o n  r e d u c t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  c a n  o n l y  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T w o  s u c h  s t r a t e g i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  f e d e r a l  

r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  H J R  

11. O n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  E P A  t o  c e r t i f y  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e s  f o r  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  e m i s s i o n  c o m p l i a n c e  a t  a c o l d e r  

t e m p e r a t u r e  r a n g e .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i m p l e m e n t a i o n  

o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  c o u l d  a c h i e v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e d u c t i o n  o f  a i r  

p o l l u t i o n  o f  a n y  r e m a i n i n g  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  s t r a t e g y .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  

t o  a m e n d  t h e  C l e a n  A i r  A c t  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  
g a s  t a x  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  m a s s  t r a n s i t  h a s  b e e n  

p r e v i o u s l y  . r e c o m m e n d e d  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  H e a l t h  & H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  
P l a n  - V o l u m e  3 ( J a n .  1 9 8 8 ) .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  s t a n c e  o n  

t h i s  i s s u e  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  o u r  s t a f f  a t  3 4 3 - 4 6 7 4 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

SA O 'b-d-C-i J&K

L i n d a  L a n g s t o n ,  C h a i r ,  H e a l t h  & H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n

c c :  M a y o r  T o m  F i n k

R o b e r t  A .  ( B e r t )  H a l l ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & 

H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t y  C a t o

B i l l  F a u l k n e r ,  C h a i r m a n ,  M u n i c i p a l  A s s e m b l y



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h
2 5  m  S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y

Janua ry  2 3 , 1989

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Kay Brown 
A la sk a  S t a t e  House 
P .O .  Box V
Juneau , A la sk a  99811✓

Dear R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Brbwn:
I  am w r i t i n g  to thank you f o r  y c u r  sp on s o r s h ip  o f  H JR .11 , r e l a t i n g  t o  U .S .  
C on g r e s s io n a l  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  the C lean  A i r  A c t .  T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  would 
s u p p o r t  th e  in c l u s i o n  o f  two worthy amendments in  any such r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  
The f i r s t  would g iv e  communities in  nona tta inm en t o f  f e d e r a l  a i r  q u a l i t y  
s t a n d a rd s ,  such as Anchorage and F a i rb an k s ,  th e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  o f  u s in g  
F e d e r a l  gas fax  funds f o r  th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  mass t r a n s i t ,  c a r p o o l i n g ,  and 
o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m easu res . Such a  p r o v i s i o n  would u t i l i z e  monies p a id  
d i r e c t l y  by the owners o f  m otor v e h i c l e s ,  whose v e h i c l e s  a c coun t  f o r  ove r  
90% o f  a l l  ca rbon  monoxide (CO) em it te d  in  th e  F a irb ank s  a r e a .  T h is  
" p o l l u t i o n  tax"  would be a v e ry  e q u i t a b l e  method f o r  communities to  ch arge  
th e  c o s t  o f  c o n t r o l  measures d i r e c t l y  to  th o s e  who a re  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  the  
prob lem .
The second amendment would c o n t in u e  th e  work t h a t  the F a irb ank s  N o r th  S t a r  
Borough has a c com p l ished  ov e r  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s ,  in  ou r  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  the  
f e d e r a l  government to  mandate th e  c o ld  tem pera tu re  CO t e s t i n g  o f  a l l  new 
v e h i c l e s .  Such a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  program , i f  r e q u i r e d  down t o  2 0 °F ,  ap pea rs  
t o  p r o v id e  the b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  method f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  redu c in g  f u t u r e  
ambient CO c o n c e n t r a t io n s  on a n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  and would p r o v id e  even 
g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t s  in  Anchorage and F a i rb an k s .

The F a irb an k s  N or th  S t a r  Borough A dm in is t r a t i o n  h e a r t i l y  en d o rse s  H JR .11 . 
T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  has ou r  f u l l  s u p p o r t ,  and I  am in s t r u c t i n g  my s t a f f  to  
r en d e r  any a s s i s t a n c e  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  i t s  p a s sa g e .

u a n i t a  Helms 
Borough Mayor

JH/RWJ/ranb 

r j - 5 / b u d
LETTERS O F  SUFPORT - Fairbanks 

_______________________________ ” N. Star B o r o u g h  — __________________________

809 Pioneer Road K  '■ V K ..v  ^ S  V  'L’V;,' 907/452-4761



Feb ruary  10 , 1989

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Kay Brown 
A la ska  S t a t e  House 
P .O . Box V
Juneau , A la ska  99811  

Dear R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Brown:

I  am w r i t in g  to  you on b e h a l f  o f  th e  F a irb ank s  North  S t a r  B orough ’ s 
P o l l u t i o n  C on t r o l  Commission to  thank you f o r  your sp on so rsh ip  o f  
H JR .1 1 , r e l a t i n g  to  U .S .  C on g re s s io n a l  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  the C lean  
A ir  A c t .  T h is  r e s o l u t i o n  suppo r ts  th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  two p o s s i b l e  
amendments to  th e  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  The f i r s t  would g iv e  the  
communities in  nonatta inmen t o f  f e d e r a l  a i r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a rd s ,  such as  
F a irb ank s  and Anchorage , th e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  o f  u s ing  f e d e r a l  gas tax  
funds f o r  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  mass t r a n s i t ,  c a r p o o l in g ,  and o t h e r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m easu res . Such a p r o v i s i o n  would u t i l i z e  monies p a id  
d i r e c t l y  by the owners o f  motor v e h i c l e s ,  whose v e h i c l e s  a c c o u u t  f o r  
over  90% o f  a l l  ca rb on  monoxide (CO) em it te d  in  the F a irb ank s  a r e a .  
The P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  Commission b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  " p o l l u t i o n  tax"  
would be a very  e q u i t a b l e  method f o r  communit ies to  cha rge  th e  c o o t  o f  
c o n t r o l  measures d i r e c t l y  to  th ose  who a r e  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  the  
prob lem .

The second amendment would con t in ue  th e  work a ccom p l ished  by the  
Borough in  the l a s t  two y e a r s  t o  get th e  f e d e r a l  government to  mandate 
c o ld  tem pera tu re  CO t e s t i n g  o f  a l l  new v e h i c l e s .  T h is  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
program , i f  r e q u i r e d  down to  2 0 °F ,  would p r o v id e  the b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  
method f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r edu c in g  f u t u r e  ambient CO c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  on 
a n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  w ith  even g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t s  in  F a irb ank s  and 
Anchorage .

The P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  Commission i s  a commission a p p o in ted  by th e  
Borough Mayor, and charged w ith  a d v is in g  th e  Mayor , s t a f f  and Assembly 
on env ironm en ta l m a t t e r s .  As su ch , th e  Commission i s  v e ry  in t e r e s t e d  
in  p u rs u in g  whatever means a v a i l a b l e  t o  redu ce  CO l e v e l s  in  F a irb an k s . 
H JR .11 would h e lp  a c com p l ish  t h i s  g o a l .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s on , i t  has ou r  
f u l l  s u p p o r t  and endorsement.

S c o t t  C. DeC lue , V i c e - c h a i r  
P o l l u t i o n  C on tr o l  Commission

RJ/SCD/mnb

j h - 2 8 / j h l

809 Pioneer Road • P.O. Box 1267 • Fairbanks. Alaska 99707 ■ 907/452-4761




