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O r ig in a l s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP. JACKO

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 53 (Transportation)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 Relating to abandoned vessels on the

6 beaches of Alaska.

7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS many abandoned vessels, including merchant vessels, fishing

9 vessels, and other vessels, are grounded on the coast of Alaska; and

10 WHEREAS abandoned vessels are an environmental hazard and are aesthet-

11 ically unpleasing; and

12 WHEREAS the state does not have the resources to salvage or dispose of

13 abandoned vessels; and

14 WHEREAS the state does not currently have statutory authority to

15 impose liability on the owners of abandoned vessels for the cost of salvag-

16 ing or demolishing abandoned vessels; and

17 WHEREAS communities are not compensated for the aesthetic and physical

18 trespass resulting from abandoned vessels;

19 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the governor is

20 respectfully requested to e^udy the problems posed by abandoned vessels and

21 to make appropriate recommendations to the First Session of the Seventeenth

2.2 Alaska State Legislature for legislation necessary to remedy existing

2.3 problems and prevent future problems.
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A LA SK A  STATE L E G IS L A T U R E
H O U S E  O F R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S

R ESEA R C H  A G E N C Y

June 15, 1989

TO: Representative George Jacko

ATTN: Ingrid Jacobsen

FROM: Karla Hart '(-M—

Legislative Analyst

RE: Responsibility for Abandoned Vessels on Alaska Beaches
Research Request 89.389

You requested information on abandoned vessels on Alaska beaches. 

Specifically, you asked what resources are dedicated to their removal, what 
agencies are involved, who is liable for the costs of removal and what 
environmental ramifications exist.

This memorandum addresses vessels which end up on Alaska beaches, whether 

abandoned on site or following accidental loss or grounding. In summary, 
there are no resources dedicated to the removal of abandoned vessels, nor is 
there any estimate on the number or environmental consequences of such vessels.

AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY AND INVOLVEMENT

Virtually all Alaska beaches are state-owned below mean high tide. Above mean 
high tide, where most vessels are ultimately grounded, property may be of 
federal, state, municipal or private ownership.

Federal

The U.S. Coast Guard is directly concerned with abandoned vessels under two 

circumstances: 1) if the vessel has petroleum products on board--making it a 
potential polluter, and 2) if the vessel is a hazard to navigation. In both 

instances, the Coast Guard first attempts to contact the owner of the vessel 

to address the problem. If no contact is made, then the incident becomes a 

federal case, with federal funds expended to remove potential pollutants and/or 

remove or destroy a vessel which is a hazard to navigation. Once the vessel 

no longer poses a pollution or navigation hazard, direct Coast Guard 

involvement ceases. Indirectly, local Coast Guard search and rescue personnel 

are aware of abandoned vessels which may confuse search and rescue operations 
in their jurisdiction.

P O D o n  Y, Si air ( apunl 
Juneau. A U A iW X IM 100 

Mail Suip Jioo
t«KV7| W l

MEMORANDUM



The U.S. Forest Service has responsibility for the vast majority of coastal 
lands above mean high tide 1n southeast and portions of southcentral Alaska. 

Although resources are not specifically allocated to the removal of abandoned 
vessels, such vessels may be removed by the Forest Service when a Forest 
Service vessel in the area can effect the removal while performing other tasks.

Abandoned vessels are treated under abandoned personal property regulations, 
requiring the Forest Service to provide 30 days notice before disposing of any 
abandoned personal property. If an abandoned vessel has registration numbers, 

the Forest Service attempts to contact the owner to remove the vessel. The 
Forest Service may cite individuals for illegally placing personal property 
(including boats) on National Forest Lands. [36 CFR 261.10(a), (e) and (j)]

Other federal agencies, including the National Park Service, Bureau of Land 
Management and Department of Defense, may also be concerned with abandoned 
vessels on property under their jurisdiction. These agencies were not 
contacted.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a c k o
J u n e  15, 1989
P a g e  2

State of Alaska

Abandonment of vessels in Alaska is unlawful. Upon conviction, a person 
abandoning a vessel is guilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of 
not more than $500, or by imprisonment for a period of not more than six 
months, or both (AS 30.30.010).

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (D0T&PF) has statutory 

authority to deal with abandoned and derelict vessels (AS 30.30.010-100). 

Peace officers may also take abandoned vessels into custody, to be disposed of 

by DOT&PF. According to Jon Scribner, southeast regional director, DOT&PF, the 

department is concerned only with vessels which are abandoned within state 

harbor facilities (and most of those facilities are under municipal control and 
responsibility). The department does not expend, and has never expended, 

resources on vessels abandoned outside of state harbor facilities.

As manager of state lands, including all tidelands, the Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) is concerned with abandoned vessels; however, DNR has neither 
statutory authority nor funding to address this concern. Gary Gustafson, 

director, Division of Land and Water Management, DNR, said that in addition to

1The Forest Service is interested in any state efforts to deal with 

abandoned boats. Contact; Vivian Keyes, USFS, Juneau 769-3111.



being potential pollutants and nuisances, abandoned vessels pose potential 
1 lability problems.

The Department of Environmental Conservation is involved with abandoned vessels 

only to the extent that they pose pollution concerns. No resources are 

allocated specifically for problems associated with abandoned vessels.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a c k o
J u n e  15, 1989
P a g e  3

Municipal

Municipalities may adopt ordinances addressing vessels abandoned within their 

boundaries. In addition, municipal peace officers may take possession of 
abandoned vessels and turn them over to DOT&PF for disposal (AS 30.30.010- 
0 2 0 ) .

ALTERNATIVES FOR CONSIDERATION

The Department of Natural Resources may be a more appropriate agency than the 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities to address the removal or 
destruction of vessels abandoned outside of improved harbors. Of three coastal 

states with statutes specifically addressing abandoned vessels, Hawaii places 
authority within their Department of Transportation, Florida within the 
Department of Natural Resources and Oregon with their sheriffs.

Under present Alaska statutes relating to abandaned and derelict vessels, there 
are no provisions for recovering the cost of removing or destroying an 
abandoned vessel. In Florida, "All costs incurred by the department [of 

Natural Resources] in the removal of any abandoned or derelict vessel [when the 
same obstructs or threatens navigation or in any way constitutes a danger to 

the environment] shall be recoverable against the owner thereof."

To support the removal of abandoned vessels (and perhaps marine litter in 
general), a grant program could be established. One source of funding for

2
The Department of Natural Resources is presently involved in legal 

action, in cooperation with the Departments of Law and Environmental 

Conservation and local governments and a village corporation, against the 
owners and insurers of two crab processing vessels which are grounded near 

the communities of St. Paul and Dutch Harbor.

3 Florida Statutes 823.11.

4 A portion of the Florida Coastal Protection Trust Fund (revenues derived 

from taxes and fees levied against potential pollutants upon importation to 

Florida) is used to fund a grant program to coastal local governments for the 

removal of derelict vessels from the public waters of the state.



such a program would be to Impose an additional fee on boat owners at the time 

of vessel registration. Legislation to provide for state conducted 

registration of vessels is presently under consideration (HB 134 and SB 111).

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J a c k o
J u n e  15,  1989
P a g e  4

*  * *

I hope this information is helpful. If you have questions, please call.



§ 30.30.010 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s S 30.30.040 § 30.30.050

Article 1. Abandoned Vessels.
Section
10 Abandonment of vessel unlawful 
20. Disposition of certain abandoned 

vessels
30. Limitat.on on applicability 
40. Notice to owner

Section
oO. Public auction 
60. Possession by interested party 
70. W h e n  public auction not required 
80. Effect of sale

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .0 1 0 .  A b a n d o n m e n t  o f  v e s s e l  u n l a w f u l ,  la )  A  p e r s o n  
m a y  n o t  s to r e  o r  le a v e  a  v e s s e l in  a  w r e c k e d , ju n k e d  o r  s u b s t a n t ia l ly  
d ism a n t le d  c o n d it io n  o r  a b a n d o n e d  u p o n  a n y  p u b l ic  w a te r , o r  a t  a  p o r t  
o r  h a r b o r ,  o f  th e  s ta te , w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  a g e n cy  h a v in g  j u r i s ­
d ic t io n  o f  t h e  w a te r , p o r t  o r  h a r b o r ,  o r  d o c k e d  a t  a n y  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty  
w ith o u t  th e  c o n sen t o f  th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  p r o p e r ty .

(b )  T h e  d e p a r t  m en t o r  a  p e a c e  o f f ic e r  m a y  rem ov e  a  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l 
from  p u b l ic  w a te r  in  a n y  in s ta n c e  w h e n  th e  v e s s e l o b s t r u c t s  o r  
t h r e a t e n s  to  o b s t r u c t  n a v ig a t io n , c o n t r ib u t e s  to  a i r  o r  w a te r  p o l lu t i o n , 
o r  in  a n y  o t h e r  w ay  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  d a n g e r  o r  p o t e n t ia l  d a n g e r  to  th e  
e n v ir o n m e n t .

(c )  T h is  s e c t io n  m a y  n o t b e  c o n s t r u e d  to  c o n tra v e n e  a n y  a p p l ic a b le  
fe d e ra l law  o r  r e g u la t io n .

(d ) A  p e r s o n  w ho  v io la t e s  th is  s e c t io n , u p o n  c o n v ic t io n , is  g u i l t y  o f  
a m is d e m e a n o r  an d  is p u n is h a b le  by  a  f in e  o f  n o t m o r e  th a n  $ 5 0 0 .  o r  
by  im p r is o n m en t  fo r a  p e r io d  o f  n o t  m o r e  th a n  s ix  m o n th s , o r  by  b o th . 
Ill 1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .0 2 0 .  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  a b a n d o n e d  v e s s e l s .  A  
v e s se l t h a t  h a s  been  le ft u n a t t e n d e d  fo r  a  c o n t in u o u s  p e r io d  o f  m o re  
th a n  3 0  d a y s  an d  is in  th e  w a te r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  o r  on  p u b l ic  p r o p e r ty , o r  
is on  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty  w i t h o u t  a u th o r iz a t io n  o f  th e  ow n e r  o r  o c c u p a n t  
o f  th e  p r o p e r ty , m ay  be  t a k e n  in to  c u s to d y  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  o r  a  p e a c e  
o f f ic e r  a n d  d isp o se d  o f  bv  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  th is  c h a p te r . (8 1 c h  
1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .0 3 0 .  L im i t a t i o n  o n  a p p l i c a b i l i t y .  W h e r e v e r  o u t s id e  o f  
an  o rg a n iz e d  m u n ic ip a l i t y  in  th e  s t a t e  i t  is , o r  h a s  b e c om e , th e  c u s t o m ,  
c om m on  o r  a c c ep te d  p r a c t ic e  to  a n c h o r , m o o r  o r  o th e rw is e  le a v e  a  
ve sse l in  a  p o r t  o r  h a r b o r , o r  in  th e  p u b l ic  w a te r s , o f  th e  s ta te  in  s u c h  
a  m a n n e r  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t th r e a t e n  o r  o b s t r u c t  n a v ig a t io n , o r  to  s t o r e  
o r  o th e rw is e  le a v e  a  v e sse l w i t h o u t  p e rm is s io n  on  p u b l ic  o r  p r iv a t e  
p r o p e r ty , u n a t te n d e d  fo r a  p e r io d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  d a y s , w h e r e  c l im a t ic  
c o n d it io n s  m a k e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e sse l im p r a c t ic a b le , o r  a p p l ic a b le  p r o v i ­
s io n s  o f  la w  p re c lu d e  u s e  o f  th e  v e s s e l d u r in g  t h a t  p e r io d  o f  t im e , th e  
u n a t te n d e d  a n c h o r in g , m o o r in g , s t o r in g  o r  le a v in g  o f  th e  v e sse l d o e s  
n o t  c o n s t i tu te  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e  v e s s e l a s  t h a t  t e rm  is  u s e d  in  A S  
3 0 .3 0 .0 1 0  —  3 0 .3 0 .0 2 0 .  (§  1 ch  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

a n d  a  d u p l ic a t  
a  r e t u r n  re ce ii 
ow n e r ’s  la s t  k> 
o f  a  s t a t e  o r f c  
o f  th e  v e s s e l , t 
v e s se l i f  n o t  n  
A  n o t ic e  n e ea  
w h o s e  in te r e s  
a  f e d e ra l age i

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .  
w ith in  2 0  da  
d is p o s e d  o f  b; 
a f t e r  p u b l ic  
g e n e ra l c ir cu  
t h a n  f iv e  da>  
r e c e iv e d , th e  
d o n a te d  to  a

S e c .  30 .31  
an  in t e r e s t  i: 
d a te  o f  th e  p 
o r  h a r b o r  u.- 
an d  a n y  o th t 
th e  v e s s e l, 
r e g is te r e d  o  
v e s s e l , p a y  i 
s e c u r i t y  w h  
s e c u r i t y ,  i f  i 
r e c e ip t . (8 i

S e c .  3 0 .3  
a u c t io n  is 1 

v e s s e l , a s  d 
T h e  a p p ra i 
p u r c h a s e  o 
p u b l ic  advt 
c ir c u la t io n  
o f  i t  a s ju n i  
(8 1 c h  1 3 :

S e c .  3 0 .: 
u n d e r  A S  
f r om  th e  o 
g o v e rn e d  1

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .0 4 0 .  N o t i c e  t o  o w n e r .  O n  t a k in g  c u s to d y  o f  a n  a b a n ­
doned  vesse l, a  w ritten  n o tice  im m ed ia te ly  sh a ll be p o s ted  on  th e  vesse l



* 30.30.040

-ted party 
aot required

a l A  p e r s o n  
u b s t a n t ia l ly
• o r  a t  a  p o r t  
o v in g ju r i s -  
ite  p r o p e r ty

'•olict v e s se l 
b s t ru c t s  o r  
•r p o l lu t i o n , 
n ^ e r to  th e

>' a p p l ic a b le

is g u i l t y  o f  
an  $ 5 0 0 . o r  
o r  by  b o th .

v e s s e ls .  A  
'O o f  m o re  
r o p e r ty . o r  
r o c c u p a n t  
i o r  a  p e a c e  
or. i S l  ch

• o u t s id e  o f  
he c u s t o m , 
se le a v e  a  
tie  in  s u c h  
o r  to  s to r e  
o r  p r iv a t e  
re  c l im a t i c  
ih le  p - o v i -

lu n e , th e  
osse l d o e s  

•sed in  A S

W : a n d  a  d u p l ic a t e  o f  t h a t  n o t ic e  s e n t  b y  r e g is te r e d  o r  c e r t i f ie d  m a i l ,  w ith  
a  r e t u r n  r e c e ip t , to  t h e  r e g is t e r e d  o w n e r  o f  th e  v e sse l a t  th e  r e g is te r e d  
o w n e r ’s  la s t  k n ow n  a d d re s s  a n d  to  a l l  l ie n h o ld e r s  sh ow n  on  th e  r e c o rd s  
o f  a  s t a t e  o r  f e d e ra l a g e n cy . T h e  n o t ic e  s h a l l  c o n ta in  a  b r ie f  d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  th e  v e s s e l , th e  lo c a t io n  o f  c u s t o d y , a n d  th e  in te n d e d  d is p o s it io n  o f  th e  
ve sse l i f  n o t  re p o s s e s s e d  w i t h in  20 d a y s  a f t e r  th e  m a i l in g  o f  th e  n o t ic e .
A  n o t ic e  n e ed  n o t  b e  s e n t to  th e  p u r p o r t e d  ow n e r  o r  a n y  o t h e r  p e r s on  
w h ose  in t e r e s t  in  th e  v e sse l is  n o t  re c o rd e d  w ith  a  s ta te  d e p a r tm e n t  o r  
a  fe d e ra l a g e n cy . (§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 . 0 5 0 .  P u b l i c  a u c t i o n .  I f  th e  v e sse l is n o t re p o s se s s e d  
w ith in  20 d a y s  a f t e r  th e  m a i l in g  o f  th e  n o t ic e , th e  v e sse l s h a l l  be  
d is p o s e d  o f  b y  p u b l ic  a u c t i o n , t h r o u g h  o r a l te n d e rs , o r  by  s e a le d  b id s , 
a f t e r  p u b l ic  a d v e r t is e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  m ad e  on ce  in  a  n ew sp a p e r  o f  
g e n e ra l c i r c u la t io n . H o w e v e r , th e  p u b l ic  a u c t io n  m ay  n o t be  h e ld  le ss  
t h a n  f iv e  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  th e  a d v e r t is e m e n t . I f  n o  b id  is 
r e c e iv e d , th e  v e sse l m a y  b e  s o ld  b y  n e g o t ia t io n , d isp o sed  o f  a s  ju n k ,  
d o n a te d  to  a  g o v e rn m e n ta l a g e n c y , o r  d e s tr o y e d , t § 1 ch  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 . 0 6 0 .  P o s s e s s i o n  b y  in t e r e s t e d  p a r t y .  A  p e r s on  h a v in g  
a n  in t e r e s t  in  a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e s s e l m a y  t a k e  p o sse s s ion  o f  i t  b e fo re  th e  
d a te  o f  th e  p u b l ic  a u c t i o n  u p o n  p a y m e n t  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  a l l  p o r t  
o r  h a r b o r  u s e  fe e s , to w in g , h a n d l in g , s t o r a g e , a p p r a is a l , a d v e r t is in g  
a n d  a n y  o t h e r  e x p en s e s  in c u r r e d  by  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  
th e  v e sse l. I f  th e  p e r s on  t a k in g  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  v e sse l is  n o t  th e  
r e g is te r e d  o w n e r , th e  p e r s o n  s h a l l ,  b e fo re  ta k in g  p o sse s s ion  o f  th e  
ve sse l, p a y  th e  e x p en se s  in c u r r e d  by  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  an d  p o s t  a d e q u a te  
s e c u r i ty  w h ic h  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  th e  a p p r a is e d  v a lu e  o f  th e  v e s s e l. T h e  
s e c u r i ty , i f  n o t  fo r fe ite d , s h a l l  b e  r e tu rn e d  to  th e  p e rson  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  
re c e ip t . (§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 . 0 7 0 .  W h e n  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  P u b l i c  
a u c t io n  is  n o t  r e q u ir e d  w h e n  th e  a p p ra is e d  v a lu e  o f  a n  a b a n d o n e d  
v e s s e l , a s  d e te rm in e d  by  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  a p p r a is e r  is  le ss  t h a n  $ 1 0 0 . 
T h e  a p p r a is e r  m u s t  h a v e  a t  le a s t  on e  y e a r  o f  e x p e r ie n ce  in  th e  s a le , 
p u r c h a s e  o r  a p p r a is a l  o f  v e s s e ls . U p o n  t h a t  d e te rm in a t io n  a n d  a f t e r  
p u b l ic  a d v e r t is e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  m ad e  o n ce  in  a  n ew sp ap e r  o f  g e n e ra l  
c ir c u la t io n , th e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  s e l l th e  v e sse l by n e g o t ia t io n , d isp o se  
o f  i t  a s  ju n k ,  d o n a te  th e  v e s s e l to  a g o v e rn m e n ta l a g e n cy , o r  d e s tr o y  it . 
(§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .0 8 0 .  E f f e c t  o f  ta le . T h e  t r a n s fe r  o f  in te r e s t  by  s a le  
u n d e r  A S  3 0 .3 0 .0 5 0  —  3 0 . 3 0 . 0 7 0  s h a l l  be  e v id en ced  by  a  b i l l  o f  s a le  
from  th e  d e p a r tm e n t , c o n s id e r e d  a  t r a n s fe r  by  o p e ra t io n  o f  law , an d  
g o v e rn e d  by  a p p l ic a b le  p r o v is io n s  o f  law . (§  1 ch  1 31  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

§ 30.30.050 N avigation , Harbors and Shipping § 20.30.080

an  a b a n -  
ih e  vesse l



 ' ^  r

S 3 0 .3 0 .0 9 0  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s

A r t i c l e  2 . D e r e l i c t  V e s s e l s .

$ 3 0 .3 0 .1 0 0

Section
90. Derelict vessel
100. Disposition of derelict vessel

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .0 9 0 .  D e r e l i c t  v e s s e l .  A  v e s s e l t h a t  h a s  b e en  le ft 
u n a t te n d e d  fo r  a  c o n t in u o u s  p e r io d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  2 4  h o u r s  is  a  d e r e l ic t  
i f

( 1 ) t h e  v e sse l is  s u n k  o r  in  im m e d ia te  d a n g e r  o f  s in k in g , is  o b s t r u c t ­
in g  a  w a te rw a y , o r  is  e n d a n g e r in g  li fe  o r  p r o p e r t y ; o r

(2 ) th e  v e sse l h a s  b e e n  m o o re d  o r  o t h e rw is e  le f t  in  th e  w a t e r  o f  th e  
s t a t e  o r  on  p u b l ic  p r o p e r ty  c o n t r a r y  to  la w , o r  r e g u la t io n s  a d o p te d  by  
t h e  d e p a r tm e n t , o r  th e  v e s s e l h a s  b een  le f t  o n  p r iv a t e  p r o p e r ty  w i t h o u t  
a u th o r iz a t io n  o f  t h e  o w n e r  o r  o c c u p a n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r ty  a n d  i f

(A )  t h e  v e s s e l ’s c e r t i f ic a t e  o f  n u m b e r  o r  m a r in e  d o c u m e n t  h a s  
e x p ir e d  a n d  th e  r e g is te r e d  o w n e r  no lo n g e r  r e s id e s  a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  lis te d  
in  th e  v e sse l r e g is t r a t i o n  o r  m a r in e  d o c u m e n t  r e c o r d s  o f  a  s ta te  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  o r  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d ;

( B )  th e  la s t  r e g is te r e d  o w n e r  o f  r e c c r d  d i s c la im s  o w n e r s h ip  a n d  th e  
c u r r e n t  o w n e r ’s n a m e  o r  a d d re s s  c a n n o t  b e  d e te rm in e d :

(C )  th e  v e sse l id e n t i f i c a t io n  n u m b e r s  a n d  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  id e n t i f ic a ­
t io n  h a v e  b een  o b l i t e r a t e d  o r  rem ov e d  in  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  n u l l i f ie s  o r  
p r e c lu d e s  e f fo r ts  to  lo c a te  o r  id en t ify  t h e  o w n e r ; o r

(D )  th e  v e sse l r e g is t r a t i o n  re c o rd s  o f  a  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t  a n d  th e  
m a r in e  d o c u m e n t  r e c o rd s  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d  c o n ta in  no  
r e c o rd  t h a t  th e  v e sse l e v e r  h a s  b een  r e g is t e r e d  o r  d o c u m e n te d  a n d  th e  
ow n e r 's  n a m e  o r  a d d re s s  c a n n o t  be d e te rm in e d . (§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 0 0 .  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l ,  (a )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  
m a y  t a k e  o r  c a u s e  a  d e r e l i c t  v e sse l to  b e  t a k e n  in to  c u s to d y  im m e d i­
a te ly . U p o n  t a k in g  c u s to d y  o f  a  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l 
c o n c u r r e n t ly

( 1 ) p u b l is h  a  n o t ic e  o f  in te n d e d  d is p o s i t io n  o n ce  in  a  n e w sp a p e r  o f  
g e n e ra l c i r c u la t io n ;

(2 ) w h en  p o s s ib le , p o s t a  n o t ic e  o f  in te n d e d  d is p o s i t io n  on  th e  v e s s e l: 
a n d

(3 )  s e rv e  a  d u p l ic a t e  o f  t h e  n o t ic e  o f  in te n d e d  d is p o s i t io n  by  c e r t i f ie d  
m a i l ,  w ith  a  r e tu rn  r e c e ip t , on

(A )  th e  r e g is te r e d  ow n e r  o f  th e  v e s s e l , i f  k n ow n , a t  th e  r e g is te r e d  
ow n e r ’s  la s t  k n ow n  a d d re s s  o r  th e  a d d r e s s  o n  r e c o rd  w i th  a  s ta te  
d e p a r tm e n t  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d ;  a n d

(B )  a l l  l i e n h o ld e r s  w h o  h a v e  file d  a  f in a n c in g  s t a t e m e n t  in d e x e d  in  
t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  r e g is te r e d  ow n e r , o r  w h o  a r e  s h ow n  o n  t h e  re c o rd s  o f  
a  s ta te  d e p a r tm e n t  o r  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d .

(b ) Jf th e  v e s s e l is  n o t  r e p o s se s s e d  w i t h in  20 d a y s  a f t e r  th e  
p u b l ic a t io n  o r  m a i l in g  o f  t h e  n o t ic e , w h ic h e v e r  o c c u r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  v e sse l 
m a y  b e  d is p o s e d  o f  b y  n e g o t ia te d  s a le  e x c e p t  t h a t  w h en  tw o  o r  m o re

*
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§ 30.30.110 Navigation , H arbo rs and Shipping § 30.30.120

a s  b e en  le f t  
s is  a  d e r e l i c t

g . is  o b s t r u c t -

• w a te r  o f  t h e  
a s  a d o p te d  b y  
o e r ty  w i t h o u t  
m d  i f
io c u m en t h a s  
a d d re s s  l i s t e d  
i s t a te  d e p a r t -

•rsh ip  a n d  t h e

i o f  id e n t i f i c a -  
i t  n u l l i f ie s  o r

n en t a n d  th e  
rd  c o n ta in  n o  
■nted a n d  t h e  
51 S L A  1 9 7 5 )

e  d e p a r tm e n t  
to d y  im m e d i-
• r tm e n t  s h a l l

n ew sp a p e r  o f

on  th e  v e s s e l ;

in by  c e r t i f ie d
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■nt in d e x e d  in  
th e  r e c o rd s  o f

*ys a f t e r  th e  
te r , th e  v e s s e l 
i tw o  o r  m o r e

p r o s p e c t iv e  p u r c h a s e r s  in d ic a te  a n  in t e r e s t  in  p u r c h a s in g  th e  v e sse l 
t h e  v e s s e l w i l l  b e  s o ld  a t  p u b l ic  a u c t i o n  to  th e  h ig h e s t  b id d e r  in  th e  
s a m e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r ib e d  u n d e r  A S  3 0 .3 0 .0 5 0 .

(c )  I f  n o  p r o s p e c t iv e  p u r c h a s e r  in d ic a te s  a  d e s ire  to  p u r c h a s e  th e  
v e s s e l , t h e  v e s s e l m a y  b e  d is p o s e d  o f  a s  ju n k ,  d o n a te d  to  a  g o v e rn ­
m e n ta l  a g e n c y , o r  d e s t r o y e d . (§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

C ollateral references. — Wrecked tents not cast upon the shore, 63 ALR2d 
vessels: rights in and ownership of 1369.
wrecked or derelict vessels and their con-

A r t i c l e  3 . V e s s e l s  A b a n d o n e d  o n  B u s in e s s  P r e m i s e s  o f  
P e r s o n s  E n g a g e d  in  R e p a i r  B u s in e s s .

Section Section
110. Disposition of vessels by persons in 130. Sale or disposition of vessel

vessel repair business 140. Disposition of proceeds
120. When vessel abandoned 150. Effect of transfer of title

( •

to®

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 1 0 .  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  v e s s e l s  b y  p e r s o n s  in  v e s s e l  
r e p a i r  b u s i n e s s .  W h e n  a  p e r s on  a b a n d o n s  a  v e sse l on  th e  p re m is e s  o f  
a  v e s s e l r e p a i r  b u s in e s s , t h e  ow n e r  o f  t h e  b u s in e s s  o r  th e  b u s in e s s  
o w n e r ’s  a u th o r iz e d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  m a y  s e ll o r  d is p o s e  o f  th e  v e sse l 
u n d e r  A S  3 0 .3 0 . 1 1 0  —  3 0 .3 0 .1 5 0 .  (§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 2 0 .  W h e n  v e s s e l  a b a n d o n e d .  A  v e sse l is  a b a n d o n e d  
on  th e  p r e m is e s  o f  a  v e s s e l r e p a ir  b u s in e s s  w hen  a l l  o f  th e  fo llow in g  
c o n d i t io n s  h a v e  b e en  s a t is f ie d :

( 1) t h e  s e rv ic e  r e q u e s te d  o r  r e q u ir e d  b y  a  p e rson  w h ose  v e sse l is 
tow ed  o r  b r o u g h t  to  a  v e s s e l r e p a ir  b u s in e s s , in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t l im ite d  
to  to w in g  a n d  r e n d e r in g  e s t im a te s  o f  th e  c o s t  o f  r e p a ir s , h a s  b een  
p e r fo rm e d ;

(2 ) n o  a u th o r iz a t io n  is  g iv en  to  p e r fo rm  a n y  f u r th e r  s e rv ic e  w ith  
r e s p e c t  to  t h e  v e s s e l , b u t  th e  v e sse l is  le f t  on  th e  r e p a ir  b u s in e s s  p r e m ­
ise s ;

( 3 )  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  r e p a i r  b u s in e s s  o r  th e  b u s in e s s  ow n e r ’s a u t h o ­
r iz ed  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  h a s  g iv e n  n o t ic e  by  r e g is te r e d  o r  c e r t i f ie d  m a i l , 
w ith  a  r e t u r n  r e c e ip t , to  th e  r e g is te r e d  ow n e r  o f  th e  v esse l a t  th e  
a d d re s s  o n  r e c o rd  a t  th e  v e sse l r e p a i r  b u s in e s s  a n d  th e  a d d re s s  on  
re c o rd  in  a  s t a t e  d e p a r tm e n t  o r  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d , a n d  to  
a n y  p e r s o n  w ith  a  r e c o rd e d  in te r e s t  in  th e  v e sse l, s t a t in g  t h a t  i f  th e  
v e s se l is  n o t  r e p o s s e s s e d  w ith in  3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  m a i l in g  o f  th e  n o t ic e  
i t  w il l  b e  s o ld  o r  d is p o s e d  o f ; th e  n o t ic e  a ls o  s h a l l  c o n ta in  a  d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  th e  v e s s e l a n d  it s  lo c a t io n , a n d  i t  n e ed  n o t  be  s e n t to  an  ow n e r  o r  a  
p e rs on  w i th  a n  u n r e c o r d e d  in te r e s t  in  th e  v e sse l w h ose  n a m e  o r  
a d d re s s  c a n n o t  be  d e te rm in e d ; a n d

(4 )  t h e  v e s s e l is  n o t  re p o s se s s e d  w i th in  th e  3 0 -d a y  p e r io d  sp e c if ie d  in
(3 )  o f  th is  s e c t io n . (§  1 ch  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

1 9
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S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 3 0 .  S a l e  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  v e s s e l .  W h e n  a  v e sse l is 
a b a n d o n e d , th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  v e s s e l r e p a i r  b u s in e s s , o r  t h e  b u s in e s s  
ow n e r ’s a u th o r iz e d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e , a f t e r  o n e  p u b l ic  a d v e r t is e m e n t  in  a  
n ew sp ap e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u la t i o n  in  th e  s t a t e ,  m a y  n e g o t ia t e  a  s a le  o f  
th e  v esse l o r  d is p o s e  o f  it . H o w e v e r , t h e  v e s s e l m a y  n o t be  so ld  o r  
d isp o se d  o f  w i th in  le s s  t h a n  fiv e  d a y s  a f t e r  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  t h e  a d v e r ­
t is em en t . (S 1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5 )

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 4 0 .  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o c e e d s .  T h e  a u th o r iz e d  s e l le r  o f  
th e  a b a n d o n e d  v e s s e l is  e n t i t le d  to  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  th e  s a le  to  th e  e x te n t  
t h a t  c o m p e n s a t io n  is  d u e  to  th e  s e l le r  f o r  s e rv ic e s  r e n d e r e d  w i t h  re sp e c t 
to  th e  v e sse l, in c lu d in g  r e a s o n a b le  a n d  c u s t o m a ry  c h a r g e s  fo r  tow in g , 
h a n d l in g , s to r a g e , a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  n o t ic e s  a n d  a d v e r t is in g  r e q u ir e d  by  
A S  3 0 .3 0 .1 3 0 .  A  l i e n h o ld e r  s h a l l  r e c e iv e  p r io r i t y  o f  p a y m e n t  from  th e  
b a la n c e  o f  th e  p r o c e e d s  to  th e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  l ie n . A n y  r e m a in in g  b a la n c e  
s h a l l  be  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  r e g is t e r e d  o w n e r  o f  th e  v e s s e l , i f  th e  r e g is ­
te re d  ow n e r  c a n  b e  fo u n d . I f  t h e  r e g is t e r e d  ow n e r  c a n n o t  b e  fo u n d , th e  
b a la n c e  s h a l l b e  d e p o s i t e d  w i th  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  a d m in is t r a t io n  
a n d  s h a l l b e  p a id  o u t  to  t h e  r e g is t e r e d  o w n e r  o f  th e  v e sse l i f  a  p r o p e r  
c la im  is  filed  fo r  it  w i th in  o n e  y e a r  from  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  s a le  
a g re e m e n t . I f  n o  c la im  is  m a d e  w i th in  t h a t  y e a r , th e  m on e y  s h a l l 
e s c h e a t  to  th e  s t a t e .  ( S 1 ch  1 3 1  S L A  1975»

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 5 0 .  E f f e c t  o f  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e .  T h e  t r a n s fe r  o f  t i t l e  an d  
in te r e s t  by  s a le  u n d e r  A S  3 0 . 3 0 . 1 4 0  is  a  t r a n s f e r  by o p e r a t io n  o f  law . 
H ow ev e r , a  b i l l o f  s a le  e x e c u te d  b y  a n  a u th o r iz e d  s e l le r  is  s a t is f a c t o r y  
e v id en ce  a u th o r iz in g  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  th e  t i t l e  o r  in te r e s t . (§  1 c h  1 3 1  
S L A  1 9 7 5 )

Article 4. Miscellaneous.

Section
160. Regulations 
170. Definitions 
180. Short title

S e c .  3 0 . 3 0 .1 6 0 .  R e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u ­
la t io n s  u n d e r  th e  A d m in is t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (A S  4 4 .6 2 )  t o  c a r r y  o u t  
th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h is  c h a p t e r .  (§  1 c h  1 3 1  S L A  1 9 7 5  >

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 7 0 .  D e f i n i t i o n s .  In  t h is  c h a p t e r
(1 )  " d e p a r tm en t"  m e a n s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  P u b ­

lic  F a c i l i t ie s , d iv is io n  o f  w a te r s  a n d  h a r b o r s ;
(2 ) " m u n ic ip a l i ty  ’ m e a n s  a  h o m e  r u le  o r  g e n e ra l law  b o r o u g h  o r  c ity  

in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  to  a  u n i f ie d  m u n ic ip a l i t y  o r g a n iz e d  u n d e r  A S  
2 9 .6 8 ;

( 3 )  "vesse l"  m e a n s  e v e ry  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  w a t e r c r a f t  o r  o t h e r  a r t i f i c ia l  
c o n tr iv a n c e , o t h e r  t h a n  a  s e a p la n e  on  th e  w a te r , u s e d  o r  c a p a b le  o f  
b e in g  u s ed  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  on  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a te r ;
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$ 3 0 . 3 0 .D

(4 )  "w a - 
t e r r i t o r ia l  
s t a t e , a s  c 
§ 1 1 ( 1 9 7

Revisor'- 
waiers and

S e c .  3t 
d on ed  an

Section 
10. ln terfc 
20. Discha 

wan

S e c .  3  
w ho  moi 
b u o y  o r  ( 
r iv e r , o r  
U n i t e d .' 
b a rg e , si 
rem ove .- 
rem ov e s  
a u th o r n  
a n d  upo  
m om  th  
m on th  r 
am  § 21

Revise
11.65.02c

S e c .  
p e rson , 
o f  a  ves 
r iv e r  ot 
o u s ly  a 
n av i gat 
p u n ish ; 
m ore  ti 
$ 5 0 0 . (

Rcvisi
11.65.01'
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C hapter 15. State P articipation  in Port F acilities  
and D evelopm ent.

Section 
70. Definitions

S e c .  3 0 .1 5 .0 7 0 .  D e f in i t i o n s .  In  t h is  c h a p te r  
i l l  " c om m is s ion e r"  m e a n s  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  p u b ­

lic  fa c i l i t ie s ;
( 2 )  " d e p a r tm en t"  m e an s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  P u b l i c  

F a c i l i t ie s ;
( 3 )  [Repealed, $ SS ch 74 S L A  1985.J
( 4 )  " p o r t  fa c il i t ie s "  m e a n s  d o c k s , w h a r v e s , b u lk h e a d s , s e a w a l ls ,  

la n d f i l l s , w a re h o u s e s , s t a g in g  a r e a s , t r a n s f e r  sp an s  a n d  a p r o n s , l i f t in g  
e q u ip m e n t  a n d  s im i la r  s t r u c t u r e s  t o g e th e r  w ith  th e  n e c e s s a ry  e q u ip ­
m e n t  a n d  fa c i l i t ie s  r e q u ir e d  to  a c c o m m o d a te  w a te rb o rn e  c o m m e r r e  
a n d  s h ip p in g , in c lu d in g  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  to  c om b in e d  p o r t a n d  fe rry  
te rm in a l  fa c i l i t ie s ;

(5 )  " p r o je c t  co s ts"  m e a n s  t h e  c o s t  o f  f in a n c in g  o r  b o r ro w in g , s it e  
a c q u is i t io n  an d  r ig h ts -o f -w a y , p la n n in g , e n g in e e r in g  an d  d e s ig n in g , 
c o n s t r u c t io n , e q u ip m en t a c q u is i t io n  a n d  in s t a l la t io n , b u t  d o e s  n o t  in ­
c lu d e  th e  co s t o f  o p e r a t io n  o r  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  p o r t  f a c i l i t ie s  o n ce  
c o n s t r u c te d  o r  th e  co s t o f  f e a s ib i l i t y  s tu d ie s  r e q u ir e d  in  m a k in g  a p p l i ­
c a t io n  fo r  a  g r a n t  u n d e r  t h is  c h a p te r . (§  I ch  8 5  S L A  1 9 7 4 ; a m  E .O .  
N o . 3 9 ,  S 11 ( 1 9 7 7 ) ;  am  § 8 8  c h  7 4  S L A  1 9 8 5 )

Effect o f nmendments. — The U'85 
amendment repealed paragraph (3). 
which defined "municipality."

Chapter 30. \b a n d o n ed  and D erelict V essels.
A rtic le
4. Miscellaneous <§ 30.30.170*

A r t i c l e  4 .  M i s c e l l a n e o u s .

Section 
170. Definitions

§ 30.15.070 A laska  S t a t u t e s  Supplement § 30.30.170

I

S e c .  3 0 .3 0 .1 7 0 .  D e f in i t i o n s .  In  t h i s  c h a p te r
(1 )  " d e p a r tm en t"  m ean s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  

P u b l ic  F a c i l i t ie s , d iv is io n  o f  w a te r s  a n d  h a rb o r s ;
(2) [Repealed, 8 88 ch 74 S L A  1985.]
( 3 )  " v e sse l”  m ean s  e v e ry  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  w a te r c r a f t  o r  o t h e r  a r t i f i c ia l  

c o n tr iv a n c e , o th e r  th a n  a  s e a p la n e  on  th e  w a te r , u s e d  o r  c a p a b le  o f  
b e in g  u s e d  a s  a m e an s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  on  o r  th r o u g h  th e  w a te r ;

84

.

( 4 )  "w a te rs  
t e r r i t o r ia l  lirr. 
s t a t e , a s  d e fin  
§ 11  ( 1 9 7 7 ) ;  ;

Effect o f amc 
amendment rep 
which defined "r:

§ 30.30.170



§ 30.30.170 

Facilities

a t io n  a n d  p u b -  

on  a n d  P u b l i c

.ids. seawalls, 
aprons, lifting 
cessary equip- 

rne commerce 
nort and ferry

•orrowing, site 
ind designing, 
ut does not in- 
lacilities once 

making appli- 
1974: a m  E.O.

(4) "waters of this state” means the navigable waters within the 
territorial limits of the state, and the marginal sea adjacent to the 
state, as defined in A S  44.03. (§ 1 ch 131 S L A  1975; a m  E.O. No. 39, 

§ 11 (1977); a m  § 88 ch 74 S L A  1985)

E ffect o f am endm ent*. — The 1985 
amendment repealed paragraph (2), 
which defined "municipality.”

§ 30 .30.170 N a v ig a t io n , H a r b o r s  a n d  S h ip p in g  § 30.30.170

*

V essels.

*

p o l lu t io n  a n d

o th e r  a r t i f i c i a l  
i o r  c a p a b le  o f  
gh  th e  w a t e r ;
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