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Kathy Hathaway will testify on Senator Kettula®s behalf.

This resolution was introduced at the request of Governor Deukmejian.
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to: Senator Ra/h\Pourchot, Chairman
Senate State A ffairs Committee

FROM: Senator Jay Kerttula, Chairman .
Legislative Budget and Audit Commi/te®

SUBJ: Senate Resolution 20— Relating to
the Armenian Genocide

DATE: March 19, 1990

I would appreciate your scheduling Senate Resolution 20,
relating to the Armenian genocide, at your earliest
convenience.

Between 1915 and 1923 more than 1.5 million Armenians
were murdered by the Turkish government. At the time, people
of the United States were shocked and saddened by this tra?ic
event — the United States provided approximately $113 m illion
in relief to aid the survivors, and provided foster homes to
132,000 Armenian orphans. | feel sure that you agree that
genocide has been an abomination during this century and
should bhe absolutely condemned at every opportunity. 1990
marks the 75th anniversity of the Armenian tragedy — and |
believe~this is an appropriate time for the Alaska Legislature
to pass a resolution as a memorial to the victims and

condemning all genocides.

Thank you for your consideration of my request. | have
attached a letter from Governor Deukmejian of California
urging my support of such a resolution. Also attached is
additional historical background on Armenia.

JK:kh
Attachments

PO.sox v

Juneau, AK 99511

(907) 465-4489

Wasilla, AK
(907) 376-2675



.Siate af (Ealtfarrtnm
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN SACRAMENTO 95814

GOVERNOR

March 9, 1990

The Honorable Jay Kerttula

Senator

State of Alaska

Legislative Budget and Audit Committee
P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Kerttula:

Thank you very much for your kindness in
sending me a copy of the 1987 resolution you
authored memorializing the tragic events of
1915 - 1923.

As you know, this year we will be
commemorating the 75th anniversary of the
genocide. | hope we can count on you to pass

a similar resolution and urge you to seek a
proclamation from your governor,

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness.

Most cordially

George Deukmejian
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. (An ). seeUrartuand Amrenia, his-
Myjnienian ‘Soviet Secialist Reptblic.
_aregion and ancient kingdom of

IfAiss Asia, roughly comPnsmg what is
""'the northeastern part ¢f Turkey and the
»* in Soviet Socialist Republic. At one
e*Ynjroon powerful enough to challenge
"Roman Empire, Armenia had a history
* 1N many struggles for independence
Jamination b}/ many foreign Powers.
treatment of Afmeniafollows. For a
‘ UtaimenL see macxopaedla: Union of
¥ Socialist Republics; o
C.. foundations of Armenian civilization
1'ukd i» the 6lh century bc on the ruins
‘rjnu. an ancient kingdom that had been
A b%/ Scythians and Cimmerians in the
... of the Conquest of Urartu’s powerful
, \ss>ria by. Babylonia and Media. Traces
" Titian qvilization, particularly agricui-
‘Jji'mnovteons, were probablp]/ extant'when
m Vrmeniih*—who called themselves the
. moved into the area. The new occu-
n'j »tre qumklg drawn into the Median
A-ut, wham ¢. 550'«c hecame a province.
.'mrsia's Acfumentan Empire. Local gov-
e rn_wasadministered by village officials.
A. g tribute to the Persian king..In 331
Armenia was overrun by Alexander tfio
jaiand'io 301it became pan of the Seleu-

vtmppra ,
|—J|pHome’s conquest of the Selcucids
, «0-189 Armenia was divided into two
r-v.aces,Greater Armenia and Sophene, and
*-Uesatioa did not take place until the reign
. :.Ean Il the Great (e. 94-c. 36 bc). Ug-
r tts nde Annenia reached the height of
syrcr. It expanded to the south, rmgr
* “under its. dominion Iberia; Albania, A
e Syria, and part of Parthia. Annenia
m cncf(lsy 154 strongest state in the Roman
te In 66 bc, however, Tigran was forced
. .rile territory and form an allinrice with
i]j%:. and Annenia subsequently became the
of Reman and Partluan-Persian rivalry
ve Listed ‘until the 3rd centurvAEr,,.
*pemuneat break fiom Persia and the
m <as brought about by St Gregory the
ti=iutor’sintroduction of Christianity and
. *-TrpUace as the official religion of the
‘ecenun sate in ad 300. About 390 the
wrsnva divided into Bklzantlne Armenia,
ms toon became part of the Byzantine Em-
«* and Pemrmenia, which remained under
‘mEin suzerainty. As Persian power declined
tTsenawit drawn into the Byzantine orbit
153 came under Arab rulé but was able
;vuin viitnalautonomy, ,
« innexatlon of Armenia by the briefly
* 'td Byzantine Empire in the “1tfi century
N “Uowed by the invasions of the Seljugs
*eDiglastquarter of the 1.th centur found
A of the country under Turkish domina-
N In >he 13th century Armenia,,.much.of
then pan of Georgia, was overrun
~«Monepjj. A migration”into Cilicia fof-
he seljug conquest had created the
oTLimt Armenia which in the period of
"VMpecame firmly allied to the West
- much Frankish culture. Dur-
ir*"oth century Little Armenian rulers
Mongol forces to belp ward off in-
from Syria by the Egypaan Mamiaks,
ofthe,h!tle Armenian ﬁapnal in
e Arme-

ewougkt i6e independence of t
M1 otp*dox
8ann|ng of the 16th century Ar-
more the obJIect of contention
*, JM20kottile nauons, the Ottoman Em-
ri a situition that continued—
«5irrS ‘PWude of Armenian mde@en—
through the 18th century,

t, k L* hme the country hecame 1 trade.

\ VT*the Eastand Edropt

Vy of Russia into the Caucasus
* century inspired a renewal of
*»lture and “initiated foreign con-

cern over the situation of Armenians_under
Turkish rule. Following the Russo-Turkish
war of 1877-78 and the Treaty of San Ste-
fano, the issue grew into the “Afmenian ques-
tion." But attempts to effect reforms resulted
only in a series of Turkish and Russian mas-
sacres of the Armenjan populace, culminating
in_the Ottomans' virtually genocidal exile of

.750.0CO Turidsh-Armenians to uninhabhit-
able desert areas in 1915, ,

FoI,Iowm,g a Russian conquest in 1916, Ar-
menia, with Georﬂ!a and Azerbaijan, formed
a transcaucasian alliance; within a few months
the affiance was dissolved. A series of political
upheavals, including the brief aBFearance of
an independent Armenian republic in 1920,
eventually led to the reunion o tthe three states
as the Transcaucasian Soviet Federated Social-
ist Republic, incotporated into the U.S.S.R.
in 1922 In 1936 the new Soviet consutution
%a\éeSAF{menla the status of a republic of the

Articles are alphabetized, w rd by word,
not tetter by letter,

Armenia® capital Ssince 1966{)).,0fQuin,d|o de-
partment; west central Colombia, on tfie west-
ern slopes of the Cordillera (mountains) Cen-
tral atan altitude 0f4,865 ft (1483 m%, between
the Espejo and Ouindfo riven. On the railway
from Puerto Benfo to Popayin, it is the trans-
fer point for road traffic to BogotA via Ibagu6
(30mi [50kma southeast). Armenia (named af-
fer the ancient kingdom) was founded in 1889
by JesusMaria Ocampo’and Antonio Herrera.
Coffee, com (maize), beans, su?arcane, silk,
and plantain are marketed, and there is some
light manufacturing. Coal deposits are nearby
Mrmenia is the seat of the Univereidad del
hundlo (1962). Pop. (1984 est) 156,670;

AJTDenix Minor: see Little Armenia.

dirmeiiian, member of a people with a very
ancient culture who originally lived in the

Armantar woman ana chiWran
MoxReood dogrxm'— *

region known as Armenia, which comﬁrised
what is now northeastern TurkeY, and the Ar-
menian Soviet Socialist Republic. AIthou%h
few remain in Turkey, more than 4,150,000
Armenians lived in the Soviet Union, orwhom
about 2,700,00" lived in the Armenian S.S.R.
in the early 1980s, with more than 1,000,000
others living in the Azerbm{an and Georgian
S.S.R.sand other ueas of the Caucasus and
in the Middle East. Many emigrated to Eu-
rope and the Americas.

he Armenians are the descendants of
a branch of the Indo-Europeans, The an-
cient Greek historians Herodotus and Eu-
doxus of Rhodes related the Armenians to
the Phrygians—who entered Asia Minor from
Thrace—and to the peoples of the ancient
kingdom upon whom the Phry;{yans imposed
their ruje and language. Knowri o the Persians
asAnnina and to the Greeks as Armenioi, the
people call themselves Hayq (singular, Hay)
and their country Kayastan, and” they lodk
back to a folk bero. Hayfe

565 Armeaiaa Apo*tolic Gwck

The Armenian language is Indo-European,
but the phonetics and. %rammar have some
features _in common with the Caucasian lan-
%uages. The Armenians are traditionally mem-
ers of either the Monoph%/sne Armenian
Apostolic (Orthodox) Church or the Arme-
nian Catholic branch of the Roman Catholic

urch.
Until the early 20th century, the Armenians
were primarily” an agricultural people. Since
1930, however, considerable industrial devel-
opment has taken place in the Armenian
S.S.R.; by 1980, two-thirds of the population
of the republic, which is nearly QO?ercentAr-
menian, had become urbanized. This urban
trend has also predominated’ among Armeni-
ans who have emigrated to Europe and the
Americas., . .
The ancient Armenians had a highly de-
veloped and diversified culture that’is "most
apparent in their architecture, painting,, and
sculpture. The periods ofgreatest artistk activ-
ity tended to correspond to thosc of national
independence or semi-ibdependepcc, hut, for
the most part, this activity bad reached its high
point by the aid of the "14th 'Century, Arme-
nian litérature continued to devddp after that
?quod and witnessed a strong revival, durmg
he 19th century in the face of Turkish an
Russian domination. Armenian writers did
much to awaken the national consdousnssa
of the Armenians, who became increasingly
impatient with foreign rule. Growing nation-
alism on the pan of Armenians provoked,
massacres by the Turks and confiscations by
the Russians. The %reatest tingle disaster 00-1
aured with the outbreak of worid,War I. |n{
1915 the Turks, regarding the Armenians as
a dan%erous foreign element, decided to de-
port the entire Armenian populatfori of about
1,750,000 to Syria and Palestine. An estimated
600.000 died of starvation or woe lolled en
route. About one-third escaped deportation.
Many later settled in the Soviet Union, Eu-
rope, and the Americas; .

Armenian alphabet, script that was devel-
oped for the Armenian language in the 5th
centu[iy ad and is still in Use.’It was prob-
ably derived from the Pahlavi alphabet of
Persia, with some Greek influences. Accord-
ing to local tradition the Armenian alphabet
was invented by St. Mesrob (Mashtots), aided
by St Sahak, ‘supreme head of the Arme-
nian_Catholic Church, and by a Greek called
Rufiinot St Sahak founded a school of trans-
lators and had the Bible translated into Arme-
nian in the new script the oldest survwm%
dccumetts in Armenian date from the Ot
and 10th centuries ad. y

The Armenian script is a system of 38
letters— 31 consonants and seven vowels—
well-adapted to the needs of the Armenian
language. Although probably patterned af-
ter"the Pahlavi script a deScendant of the
widespread Aramaic alphabet ty-v), Arme-
nian script shows distinct Greek influence by
the presence of letters, for voweh and in the
direction of writing (from left to right). As a
means of stabilizing and formaltziug Arme-
nian speech, it was an important factor in the
ch)ntlrglued unity of the Armenian nation and
church.

Armenian Apostolic Church, the Ortho-
dox national church of Armenia- Its claim
to the title Apostolic is based on the belief
that Armenia was evangelized by the Apostles
Bartholomew and Thaddaeus. ~

Christianity became the state religion of Ar-
menia ¢, ad 300 with the converSion of the
Anacsd iing Tiridates m by St Gregory the
llluminator. The new Armenian Church ‘soon
struck a course independent of the foundm%
church at Caesarea in Cappadotia though i
developed in close relationship with the Syri-
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future time. Old Armenian used
~ forms; Modem Armenian uses
firSiceapressionv as English docs in the
"l shall go" and ™he will work."
“urjrteristic of Modem Armenian is ihe
I X Paf?ve fonns of *he verb
y“%M igcnce ofa negative conjugation
fcifaiaa. forms for verbs in instances
=“T*rand “l don't read." Whereas
- jmicaian was rather dose to ancient
" nmany respects. Modem Armenian
‘rtgralFy’ much closer to Turkish. The
AUty of Ihe written languages is purely
7-ua. heing based almos excluswel%/ on
-fl)'.'Oorfw, with very few loanwords from
Nbdonng languages.
-rtiai.Slenitart body of writings in the
"m-ein Iantguage. There’is evidence that a
ftratlre existed in Armenia be-
~kweou'on of the alphabet in the 5th
Jjri xn, but,,ome to the zeal of the
7.*Shr|«|M) Bnests, ittle of this has heen
hed - F« about 4'century after their com-
A tgChristianity (f. 300), the Armeni-
-—Jtordy.pn Qreck and Syriac versions/
_s ftt* and.other [‘Cft?JOUS books.. These
j*es were unintelligible tQ the common
rt*.jndto remedy this St. Mesrob (Mash-
, evened.the Armenian alphabet (c. 4012.
vihotoos Sahak (Isaac) the Great and Sft
iv.+ lhneed a school of'translators who
<- rrpuiedify. sent to Edcssa and to Con-
eiwple so procure and translate Syriac
* jjrtcicopies of important works-.
ofthe literary activity of the 5lh cen-
< ,thetgolden age of Armenian literature
a ivofcf to such translations. Original
-tm Sower, w«re not wanting, such as the
i- » ofEghishe and Ghazar of Pharp. The
ucmwre of classical Armenian writing, is
¢ Refuuitiori of the Sects" by Eznik Kogh-
r. This was a polemic work, compoSed
< from Greek sources, in defense of or-
*¢'t Christian belief against—and thereby
w'diog valuable information about— pa-
r tnhraoid: superstitions, Iranian dualism;
ta Ehlchphy,.and the Marcionite heresy.
*®hrt dhsacal sttfe is unsurpassed in Af-
vvui Dserature. The work of translation of
vt luthors as SS. John Chp.sostom and
-» of Alexandria contiriued In the 6th-8th
The so-called Hellenistr (Vunaban)
— Tproduced excessively. slawsh transla-
** 'fora Greek grammatical, theological,
5Mmtilosap|lica} works, including those of
A Vawjia, and Philo of Alexandria.
kthe Kxh and 11th cenluries. which'
tfe maturity of the independent
T®* kkgdom of Armenia, the Artsruni
_0TVaspurakah,. and the kingdom
AM ig. Armenian literature, art. and ar-
Mure iourished more freely than at any
[*™ * x5 BtH century, Tlte' principal lit-
» Tweofthe 10th céntury was St. Greg-
_'utbta, the f|rsitgrat rmgman poet.
. mystic poems and hymns as
M (’t%eja_cf, pro%e der?<s as the gzmmen-
_IheSihg ofSongs, Earlier in the same
Tfi- Thornu (Thovma) Artsruni wrote a
7T.101V. Ifouse of Artsruni which, ir.
<-or as fimily bias, is the chief source

L o ;
;*‘.kt n. 0*§-¢n g(n)o hﬁer'n Q lIJsSt 0vWite0 rfc é\ nw n%nel,
m*5* M2| The History of Armenia
__=?hn VI Draskhanakertzi Lsof
—izri'r acbount of Arab_relations
-jJr@***" i°r *he author was fiimself ﬁ”
I*icipant In the later events he
*xm** the turn of the 10th to [llh
P Ukhtanes wrote a History of

- a History- o fthe Schism hct*wn
“«Im s 1ond Armepians. The beginpin
* A%Pury Saw trhe c,ompletPo,r?oFth%
Acll-written Universal History of
“»7?A*oghik. The History of Arménia
VAJtastivertzi, relating the fall of the
*Mdom (1045), the “destruction of

Ani (1064), and ihe victories of the Seljuks. is
almost as much a Prc«e elegy as a history.

After the political collapse of Greater Arme-
nia ér. 1100) and the consequent shift south-
ward of the cultural centre to Little, or Cili-
ctan, Armenia, the literature became divided
into a western and an eastern_branch. In both
branches authors began to write in the spoken
as well as the classical language. The Mamluk
invasion of 1375 and the invasion hy Timur
(Tamerlane) in 1385 ushered in a long period
of cultural and literary decline.

There were signs in the 17th century that
the Armenians were emerging from the cul-
tural decadence of the preceding centuries.
The deeds of Turkish and Persian overlords
f|%;ured prominently in histories by Aragel
of Tabriz, Zagaria the Deacon, and Eremia
Chelebi Komurjian, but there was some con-
tact with Western scholars and works in Latin.
Oskan of Erevan, born in 1614 in the newly
founded trading colony of New Julfa, Isfa-
han, collaboratéd with the Dominican Piran-
dellr and printed the first Armenian Bible in
Amsterdam in 1666, From the 13th century
imaginative writing .had been represented by
a succession ofpopular troubadours, the most
famous_of these heing Nahapet Kuchak (16tft
century), one of the; rare Armenian poets
to sing ofé)hyswalllove; Hovnatan Naghash
(1661-1722); "and in the following century,
most famous of all, Aruthin Sayadian. called
Sayai-Nova: , ,

TTtt 18th century witnessed an .Armenian
cultural and intellectual renaissance, and by
the middle of the 19th century, the time was
ripe for the development of a modem Arme-
nian literature. The Armenian language, how-
gver, was in a chaotic state, and the question
of which form should serve as the vehicle for
new ide$s led to controversies, both in Turk-
ish and Russian Armenia, between champions
of the old classical language and those of the
modem s,i)oken languages. Eventually the lat-
ter prevailed, with the result that the eastern
literature hecame written in a modified form
of the Erivan dialect (rusahayeren) and that
of the west in a similarly modified form of
the dialect of Istanbul (dachgahayeren), For
their models, and for many of their ideals,
Armenian writers looked to Europe. Among
western authors. Hakob Paronian and Ervan
QOtian were outstanding satirical novelists, and
Grigor Zohrab wrote™ realistic short stories;
the theatre was hest reﬁresented by Paronian.
whose comedics (as The DOWn\ Master Bal-
ti?azar, The Qriental Demist) still remain pop-
ular.

The novel, weak in western Armenian lit-
grature, was strongly represented in Russian
Armenia, where it became a vehicle for Ar-
menian moral, social, and political aspira-
tions. Khachatur Abovean. “father of modem
Armenian literature.” wrote Hounds of Ar-
menia in 1841 The most celebrated Arme-
nian. novelist was Hakob Me|_||q—Hakob|art or
Raffi. Among eastern poets, Hovhannes Thut
manian wrofe lyric and'narrative poems; and
his masterﬁlece, a short epic. Anush, full of
songs that have become traditional, was early-
adapted as an opera. The most outstanding
Armenian dramatist was Gabriel Sundukian.
whose comedies (Hullabaloo, Pepo, The Bro-
ken Hearth) portrayed the contemporary Ar-
menian society of Thilisi, in whose dialect
most of them were writtin. . o

The rapid decline of Istanbul as theprmmpal
western Armenian literary centre ga ter mas-
sacres in the first quarter of the 20th century)
brought about a new period of decadence
in Armenian literature, although Armenians
scattered abroad continued to write in Paris.
Beirut, and Boston. Some Turkish Armenians
(led to the east, where they enjoyed a cer-
tain dect;,ree of autonomy and where, after the
foundation of the Armenian Soviet Socialist
Republic in 1936. national literature was en-
couraged but was controlled by the state.

jects of the
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BiiLiooxAfitv. E. Arch Dounan. The History.of
Armenian Literature (1933); H. TTtorossian, His-
toire dr [a liufralure annenienne (1951).

Armenian massacres, series of brutal cam-
paigns conducted against the Armenian sub-
‘the Ottoman Empire by Sultan_Ab-
dulhamid in 1894-96 and by the Young Turk
government in 1915, o

There were about 2.500.000 Christian Ar-
menians within the Ottoman ,Em?we by the
late 1880s. The Armenians in the edstern
provinces, encouraged hy Russia, began pro-
moting Armeniin terriforial autonomy. As
the movement grew, various, political groups
were organized, culminating in the formation
of two revolutionary Rartles, called HSnchak
(“The Bell"g and Dashnafctzutiun (“Union™)
In 1887 and 1890, respectively. At the same
lime. Abdulhamid, intent on “suppressing all
separatist sentiments in the empire, aroused
nationalistic feelings and resentment against
the Armenians amaong the r]elghbour|n(t;, urd-
ish tribesmen. The Tesultitig” penecution by
Kurds, coupled with a drastic increase in
taxes, gave the Armenian radicals two pre-
texts t0 rise in revolt. When the Armenians
in Sasum refused to pay thfc oppressive taxes
Turkish troops and Kurdish tribesmen killed
thousands of them and burned their villages

94),

In the hope oT calling the attention of the
European powers to their cause, the Armenian
revolutionaries staged another demonstration
two years later they seized the Ottoman Bank
in Istanbul. The repression of this action was
again sanguinary; more than 50,000 Arme-
nians weré killed bY mobs of Muslim Tutks
a%arently coordinated by government troops.

e last of the massacres occurred during
World War | (1914-18). Armenians from the
Caucasus region formed volunteer battalions
to help the Russian Army against the Turks.
Early in 1915 these battalions organized the
recruiting of Turkish Armenians from behind
the TurKish lines. The Turkish government
ordered the deportation of the Armenian pop-
ulation to Syria and Palestine, in the course of
which more’than 1.000,000 died of starvation
or were killed by Turkish soldiers and police
an,(lj hundreds of thousands were forced into
exile.

Armenian rite, the system of ||tur%]|cal prac-
tices and discipline observed by the Arme-
nian Apostolic ﬁort,hodox) Church and the
Armenian Catholicsi Eastern rite members of
the Roman Catholic Church. The Armenians,
who regard themselves as the “first Christian
nation,” were converted to Christianity hy
St. Gregory, the llluminator C. ad 300. The
Liturgy of St. Gregory the Illuminator, used
by both Apostolic and” Catholic Armenians, is
gatterned after the Antiochene Liturgv of St.
ames and the Byzantine L|tu,rgg of St. John
Chrysostom and “is usually divided into five
pans; (1) the prayers of preparation in the
sacristy: (2) the prayers o fpreparation in the
sanctuary. (3) preparation and consecration of
P the ||turg1y of the catechumens;

the gifu: ( , umer
% e faithful, culminating

and (5) the liturgy of
in Communion. o .
Churches ofthe Armenian rite, unlike Byzan-
tine churches, arc generally devoid of fcons
and. in_place of aniconostasis (screen), have
a curtain that conceals the priest and the altar
during pans of the liturgy. The Communion
itself Is given in two sFemes, as in other Or-
thodox churches. For its worship services the
Armenian rite is de%endent upon such hooks
as the Dvnatzuitz, the order of service or cel-
ebration of the liturgy, the Batfaramaduitz,
the book of the sacrament, containing all the
Brayers used by the priest: the Giashotz. the
ook of midday, containing the Epistle and
Gospel readings for each day and the Z'ama-
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, it was founded c450 by St. Patrick, who became
v archbishop. Its school of theology became famous
ihroughootEurope. Today it is the seat ofa Protestant
archbishop.

AKMAGNAC (France) Region rough!y.coextensive
wHththe modem department of Gers. Originally part of
the county of Fdzensac, it became a separate county in
oz0 and reached the height of its power in the 15th
omuutv when it struggled against Burgundy for con-
trol of France. In 14731t was conquered by Louis X | of
prance and was finally united with the French crown in
1607

ARMENIA [Armenian: Hayasdan, Ha}éq; biblical:
Minni; Old Persian: Armma{ (Iran, Turkey, USSR)
AncientW Asian nation, synonymous with the kingdom
of Van e1270to 850 BC. It was situated in the moun-
tainous territory around Mt Ararat, SW of the Cas-
ian SeaandSE ofthe Black Sea, and it included the
>urces of the EUPHRATES Riiver and the lakes of
Sevan and Van. Legend tells of a descendant of Noah,
named Haig or Haik, who founded the onzmal king-
dom. Experts propose however, that the Armenians
crossed the Euphrates in the eighth century BC, en-
tered Asia Minor and invaded the state called
Urartu by the Assyrians. Skilled from early times in
crafts and metallurgy, they, had formed a definable
nation by the sixth century BC but were soon invaded
and subjugated by Media, . .

A provincial governorship of the Persian. Empire
from the late sixth to the fourth centuries BC, Annenia
was conquered by Alexander the Greatin 330BC, and a
short time later became part of the domain of Se-
t.KtriD Empire under one of Alexander’s successors,
Solcucus 1. Although Armenia then gained indepen-
dence fora while, it remained divided into greater and
litle Armenia until its two parts were united by Ti-
|ranesé95-558C). He established his capital at Artax-
ata and was the most powerful ruler in a vast region
until his defeat by Rome, under Lucullus in 69BC and
Tompey in67BC. The country was then allied to Rome.
It became the first nation in the world to formally adopt
Christianityas areligion, in 303AD. Its people endured
persecution as Christians in the fourth and fifth centu-
ries as well as numerous chan%es in government in
bitter wars lasting until the mid-seventh century be-
tween Rome and the Sassanid dynasty of Persia.
Fo||0W|ng1 aperiod under Muslim caliphates, struggle
and tumultagain ruled'as the Byzantines, Arabs, Seljuk
Turks, Khazars, and Mongols fought one another for
control ofthe region.,

_From the ninth to 11th centuries Armenia was inde-
Hendent under the leadership of the native Bagratid
ynasty. Conquered again by the Byzantine Empire
[n 1046,it WaS soon retaken by the Seljuk Turks follow-
ing their victory over the Byzantines at the Battle of
danzikert in 1071 Its repeated subju%.atlon
Prompted @ segment of the Armenian population to
maa TnEdbm of Litti.e Armenia in Cilicia in

was sustained until the Mamluk invasion

of 1375.

Following devastation of the country by Mongolian

Armina 49

hordes in the mid-13th-century, _manY Armenians fled
to the west under the leadership of Prince Reuben.
Between 1386and 134 Tamerlane swept over Greater
Armenia, murdering thousands in his path. When he
died in 1405 the Ottoman Turks moved in, and by the
16th century all of Armenia was under the Ottoman
Empire. Although they were often harassed for their
Christian beliefs, the Armenians did thrive economi-
cally underthe Turks. Enclaves of Armenian financiers
and merchants developed in all the important Ottoman
cities. The economic flowering continued despite politi-
cal alterations in which a portion of eastern Armenia
was ceded to Persia in 1620. Russia occupied Georgia
in 1802 .
As in so man¥_ regions, the 19th century brought a
rise of nationalist sentiment among the widely dis-
persed Armenian peoples. It proved impossible to re-
vive the nation, however. Religious persecution contin-
ued under the decadent Ottoman Empire despite
gressures by Western Europe to carry out reforms.
he treaty of Berlin in 1878 formalized the call for
reform, but it was largely ignored by Turkey. In 1878
the Armenian nation was further splintered when Rus-
sia acquired a portion of the countiy under the Treaty
of San Stefano. Turkish massacres of Armenians
occurred from 1833/94on and continued through World
War I, including the tragic massacre at Musa Da<&.
Armenian suffering increased durmg World War |
when Armenians generally supported Russia in the
intensified hostility between that country and Turkey.
Following Turkey’s defeat, the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk in 1918 between Germany and the Soviet
Union moved to make Russian Armenia an independent
republic under German supervision. In 1920the Treaty
of SEvres called for an independent Greater Armenia
that would include both the Turkish and Russian re-
gions, but later that year the Soviets moved into Rus-
sian Armenia and made it a separate Soviet republic,
the Armenian SSR.

ARMENIA MINOR. See Little Armenia.

ARMENIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
Armenian: Huyasdan; Russian: Armlanskaia]
USSR) Constituent republic of the USSR, in S Trans-
caucasia, between Georgia and Iran. Proclalmed a So-
viet Republic on Dec. 31920, it wasjoined to Georgia
and Azerbaijan to form the Transcaucasian Soviet
Federated Socialist Republic on March 121922, Later
that year it was included in the USSR and became a
constituentrepublic on Dec. 51936. See also Armenia.

ARMENTIERES (France) Town in Nord depart-
ment, near the Belgian border, 10 mi NW of LiUe. It
inspired the World War ! song, "Mademoiselle from
Armenti&res, parlez-vous?” During the World War |
battle of the Lys River, in April 1918 it was captured
and destroyed by the Germans but was recaptured by
the Allies in October. It was occupied by the Germans
in World War 11,

ARMIANSKAIA. See Armenian Soviet Socialist
Republic.

ARMINA. See Armenia.
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Dec. 17. The Turks began their offensive
aaainst Kars.
"Dec. 29-1915,Jan. 2. Battle ofSarikam istx
The Turks took Tabriz (Jan. 8). but this impor-
tant town was retaken by the Russians (Jan.
30) and the whole Turkish offensive gradually
ran out. The Caucasus front remained quiet
until April (1915) when the Turks began the
deportation and massacre of the Armenians*
whom they accused of aiding the Russian in-
vader. The Armenians rose in revolt at Van
(Apr. 20) and held the fortress until relieved
by a Russian force (Mey 19). After months of
desultory fighting the Russians were finally
obliged to abandon Van (Aug. 3. 1915),
which was then reoccupied by the Turks
(Aug, 5).

In the interval the Turks had initiated opera-
tions against Egypt Thcv attacked the Sue*
Canal (Feb. 3-4, 1915), tut were easily re-

pulsed Nevertheless, (he constant threat of.

another such attack obliged the British to keep
large numbers of troops in Egypt throughout
the war...

The entry of Turkey into the conflict had .

extended tremendously the area of possible
operations. In view ofthe deadlock on the west,
front, the idea was soon advanced in England,
(notably by Winston Churchill, supported by
Lloyd George and by Lord Kitchener) that it
would be wiser to allow the French armies to
hold the western front, while Britain should
devote her newly raised armies to attacking
the enemy in some more vulnerable spot, pref-
erably in the Near East, where success might
serve to bring in the Balkan states on the side
ofthe Entente. This idea was received sympat-
hetically by a few French generals (Gallleni,
Franchet-d Espcrey), but op the whole melL
with the most vigorous opposition from Joffre
and the other commanders in France, who-
stuck to the idea that a. decision could be-
reached only in the main theater of war. and
that all available forces must be massed there
for another attempt at a break-through.

The exponents ofan eastern campaign (East-
erners) continued to press the issue and ad-
vanced three different courses of action: (1) to
land a force in the Gulf of Alexandretta. cut.
the railway between Syria and Anatolia, pre-
vent a Turkish campaign" against Egvpt. and:
encourage the Arabs to break with the Con-
stantinople government: (2)' to send a force to.
Salonika strong enough to bring Greece and
Bulgaria into the war on the Allied side: this
force to march either up the Vardar to relieve
the Serbs, or else to Constantinople and thence
by way of the Danube against Austria: (3) to
launch an attack on the Dardanelles, land a

force and thus capture the Turkish capital. All

these schemes, however, had to be shelved be-
cause of the insistence of the generals that the
newly raised forces bc sent to France.

1915.Jan. 2. The Russians appealed to Britain
for a diversion to relieve the pressure of the
Turks in the Caucasus. The war council,
after much debate, finally (Jan. 13) decided orv
a naval action against the Dardanelles, with
Constantinople as the objective. Later (Feb.
16) it was decided to send one division of
troops, which was to be reinforced from Egypt.

The .Greek government offered to.aid' th*
Allied operations with a number of divisions
(Mar. 5). but this policy was rejected by King
Constantine, whereupon Venizelos resigned
(Mar. 6)r" V- "tv

M ar. 4. The Russian foreign minister.
Sazonoy, handed to the French and British
representatives a note claiming for Russia, in
the qvent o fsuccess. Constantinople and a strip-
along the northern side of vhe Bosporus. Sea
of Kfarmor*. ~and Dardanelles. ay "welf as
Tfirace to the Enos-Midia line, and the Asiatic
side of the Bosporus to the rfver Saluuya.. To
this Britain and France agreed, the latter reluc-
tantly. on condition that Constantinople be-
made a free'port and that merchant, ships
should be free to pass through the Straits.
British and French claims jn Asiadc Turkey
were to.be defined later (M ar. 12).

Feb. 19. The British began the naval action
against the Dardanelles, and occupied the is-
land of taaiw s as a base (Feb. 23).. The forts
were soon silenced and several companies of.
marines were landed, suggesting that more
extensive military operations at this time would
have been relatively easy,

Mar. IR Adm.John de Robeck and eight-
een warships tried.to force the Narrows, Four
ships struck” mines, whereupon Robeck gave
up the attempt, perhaps prematurely;

The interval of more than a month that fol-
towered was used by the Turks (Gen. Liman von
Sanders put in command) to strengthen the.
defenses and .to concentrate about 100.000
men-. The British sent, out about 75.000 men.
under the command of Sir lan Hamilton.

Apr. 25, LANDING OF THE BRITISH
at several places at the tip.of the peninsula,
whiie Australian troops made a feint, farther
north and a French force landed on.the Asi-
aticside.. Pgorco-ordinaiion between the diffcFr
cnl parties: heroic resistance of the Turks, who
managed to“keep the various landing parties
off the heights and prevented their coalescence
(distinguished work of Mustapha Kemal, later
leader o fthqg Turk national revival, see p. 1085).

Several months of futile fighting ensued,
during which the troops suffered from heat,

lack of water, flies, etc.





