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SJR 61, relating to persons immigrating to and requesting asylum in the 
United States.

House companion bill, HJR 63, Terry Martin's. (PAT, SEE AMENDMENTS FOR THE 
SENATE BILL ATTACHED, THEY MATCH THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS CS)

TESTIMONY;

*Senator Faiks
*Peggy Bergsrud: Anchorage via telephone 
*Andy Lis: Anchorage, via telephone

Gary Johnson: District Director for Immigration and Naturalization Services 
has been contacted but can't testify. (I don't think they would have 
supported it)

I call your attention the pages titles POMs concerning HJR 63, I didn't put 
in packet but have them available.



SJR 61 CS SJR 61 CS HJR 63

Page 1, 
Line 13

Page 1 
Line 15

Page 1 
Line 15

Page 1 
Line 26

Amended to refer to general 
changes in Eastern Bloc 
countries

Eliminated reference to 
consideration of changes 
when evaluating applications

The 4th Whereas in CS HJR 63 
was eliminated from SJR 61

Amended to read Legislature 
recognizes governments 
may be subject to change 
during political unrest

Amended to match CS HJR 63 
from BE IT RESOLVED forward.

Specifies change from 
communism to democracy

States that consideration 
of changes may prevent 
asylum being granted 
because they "may not 
need it anymore"

Refers to applicants' 
fear of persecution 
by communist controlled 
military,police and 
leadership

States legislative 
support for glasnost & 
perestroika and that 
Eastern Bloc governments 
will be unstable until 
changes are complete 
(Page 1, line 24)

Identical to SJR 61 
from BE IT RESOLVED 
forward.



, * Introduced: 1/31/90 6-1835E
Referred: L a b o r  & Commerce

m

O r ig i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP. MARTIN, Z a w a c k i, Leman, G ruen berg
1 IN THE H O U S E  BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS FO R  H O U S E  J OINT R E S O LU T I O N  NO. 63 (State Affairs)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIX T E EN T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 R e l a t i n g  to persons i mmigrating to and

6 r e q u e s t i ng  asylum in the Un i t e d  States.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  TH E  L E G I S LA T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the East e r n  Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany,

9 the U n i o n  of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and

10 Romania are m o v i n g  away from co m m u n is m  towards democracy; and

11 W H ER E A S  som e  individuals f rom these countries have requested political

12 asylum and f r e e d o m  in the U n i t e d  States; and

13 W H E R E A S the change from c o mmunism towards d emocracy in the Eastern

14 Bloc co u ntries is be i n g  c o nsidered by the I m m ig r a t i o n  and Natural i z a t i o n

15 Service w h e n  it evaluates the pol i t i c a l  a s y l u m  applications of persons from

16 the E a s t e r n  B l o c  countries, and this a pp r o a c h  may prevent some persons from

17 receiving a s y l u m  in the United States because they may not be considered to

18 need pol i t i c a l  a s y l u m  any more; and

19 W H E R EA S  e l e m e nt s  of the military, police, and leadership in soma of

20 the E a s t e r n  B l o c  countries still remain u n d e r  the control of communist

21 a uthorities and, if applications for poli t i c a l  asylum from these countries

22 are denied, the appl ic a n t s  fear p e r s e c u t i o n  by the co m munist-controlled

23 elements a f te r  they are deported from the U n i t e d  States; and

24 WHEREAS, a l t h o u g h  the Ala s k a  State L e g i s lature supports glasnost and

25 perestroika, it recognizes that the governments of the East e r n  Bloc coun-

26 tries will be u n s t ab l e  until the political changes are complete; and

27 W H E R EA S  the U ni t e d  States is a strong supporter of human rights and

28 was founded o n  the pr i nciple of the individual's right to life, liberty,

29 and the purs ui t  of happiness; and

HJR063B -1 -  CSHJR 63(SA)
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1 WHEREAS Al a s k a  has benefited from the immigrants who have already come

2 to the state; and

3 WHEREAS Al a s k a  can provide a sanctuary for persons who seek political

4 asy l u m in the United States;

5 BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska State Legisl a tu r e

6 (1) declares that it welcomes immigrants from foreign countries

7 and is w i l l i n g  to serve as a sanctuary for persons who are seeking polit-

8 ical asylum in the Un i t e d  States; and

9 (2) urges the United States Im m i g ra t i o n  and Nat ur a l i z a t i on

10 Service

11 (A) to halt the process of d e p o r t a t i o n  from the Un i t e d

12 States of persons from East e r n Bloc countries who have requested

13 political asylum and are on United States soil;

14 (B) not to use the recent poli t i c a l  changes in the East e r n

15 Bloc countries

16 (i) to deny political a s yl u m  to persons from those

17 countries, even if an a pplication for as yl u m  was submitted before

18 the changes began; or

19 (ii) to revoke the political asylum already granted to

20 persons from those countries;

21 (C) to grant amnesty or pol i ti c a l  asylum on h u m an i t a r i a n
t

22 grounds to each pe r s on  who is on United States soil, who has submitted

23 an applic a t io n  for political asylum in the Un it e d  States, and who

24 would have been eligible for asylum except for the recent political

25 changes in the Eastern Bloc countries, unless the pe r so n  could be

26 considered a threat to national security o r  is otherwise determ i n e d  to

27 be u ndesirable under current United States i m m i gr a t i o n  law.

28 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,

29 President of the United States; the Ho norable D a n  Quayle, Vi c e - P re s i d e n t  of

CSHJR 63(SA) - 2 -  HJR063B
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1 the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S.

2 Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the H o n orable Gene

3 McNary, Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. I m m i g r a ti o n  and Na t u r a l iz a t i o n

4 Service; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the H o n orable Frank

5 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hon o r a b le  D o n  Young, U.S. Representative,

6 members of the Alaska d elegation in Congress.

HJR063B -3 - CSHJR 63(SA)
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O r ig i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : REP. MARTIN, Z a w a ck i, Leman, G ruen berg pcrH-tOAJ-S

o./Wjw:V) o r  G.ii/hiAjr̂ fc'd

L

IN THE H OUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR H OUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 63 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to persons immigrating to and 

requesting asylum in the Un i t e d  States. 

BE IT RESOLV E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Eastern Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany, 

the U nion of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and

10 Romania are moving away from communism towards democracy; and

11 WHEREAS some individuals from these countries have requested p o litical

12 asylum and freedom in the United States; and

13 WHEREAS the change£from communism towards d e m o c r a c y ]  in the Easterno.rd-
14 Bloc countries£is} being considered by the I mmigration and N a t u r a l iz a t i o n

15 Service w h e n  it evaluates the political asylum applications of persons from

16 the Eastern Bloc c o u n t r i e s ,j and this approach may prevent some persons from

17 receiving asylum in the United States because they may not be considered to

18 need political asylum any morejjand

19 ) WHER E A S  elements of the military, police, and leadership in some of

20 the Eastern Bloc countries still remain u n d e r the control of communist

21 authorities and, if applications for political asylum from these countries

22 are denied, the applicants fear p e r s e cution by the communis t - c on t r o l l e d

23 elements after they are deported from the Un it e d  S t a tes ( and

24 WHEREAS, although the Alaska State Legislaturejjsupports glasnost and

25 perestroika, itl recognizes that the governments of the Eastern Blo c  coun-  S u b j  ~k> cU c~ r* \< 2 -c )j,~ }/v< \G . p c C te c ) A  p o  I t 'i U J j- i
26 trieslwill be unstable until the political"^ changes are complete^ and

27 WHEREAS the United States is a strong supporter of human rights and

28 was founded on the principle of the individual's right to life, liberty,

29 and the pursuit of happiness; and

HJR063B -1- CSHJR 63(SA)



Referred: L a b o r  & Commerce

c O r ig i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP. MARTIN, Z aw ackx, Leman, G rU enberg

c

1 IN THE H O U S E  BY TH E  .STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  J OINT R ESOLUTION NO. 63 (State Affairs)

3 JN T H E  L E G I S L A T U RE  O F  THE S TATE OF A L A S K A

4 SIXT E E N T H  LE GI S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION

5 Relating to persons immigrating to and

6 r equesting asylum in the United States.

7 BE 5T R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S LA T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 W H E R E A S  the East e r n Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland,, East Germany,

9 the U n i o n  of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and

10 R o m a n i a  are mov»i»)g away from communism towards democracy; and

11 W H E R E A S  some individuals from these countries have requested political

12 asylum and f r e e d o m in the United States; and

13 W H E R E A S  the change from communism towards d emocracy in the Eastern

14 Bloc cou nt r i e s  is being considered by the I m m i g r a t io n  and N a turalization

15 Service w h e n  it evaluates the ipciitigal as y l u m  applications of persons from

16 the E a s t er n  Bloc countries, and this approach may  prevent some persons from

17 r e c eiving a s y l u m  in the United States because they may not be considered to 

13 need p o l i t i c a l  asylum any more; and

19 W H E R E A S  elements o f  the military, police, and leadership in some of

20 the E a s t e r n  Bloc countries still remain u nd e r  the control of communist

21 author it i e s  and. if ap p l i cation? for political asylum from these countries

22 are denied, the applicants f&ar p e r s ec u t i o n  b y  the communist-controlled

23 elements a f t e r  they are deported from the U n i t e d  States; and

24 WHEREAS, a l though the Alaska State L egislature supports glasnost and

25 perestroika, it recognizes that the governments of the Eastern Bloc coun-

26 tries will be until the political changes are complete; ai.>

27 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  States is a strong s u pporter of human rights and

28 was founded on the principle of the individual's right to life, liberty,

29 and the pursuit of happiness; and

HJR063B - 1 -  CSHJR 63(Sa )
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1 WHEREAS A l a s k a  has b e n e f i t e d  from the immigrants who have a l r e a d y  come

2 to the state; and

3 WHEREAS Al a s k a  can provide a sanctuary for persons w h o  seek political 

A a s y l u m  in the United States;

5 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  State Legisl a t u r e

6 (1) declares that it welcomes immigrants from foreign countries

7 and is w i l l i n g  to serve as a sanctuary for pers o ns  who are seeking polit-

8 ical as y l um  in the United States; and

9 (2) urges the U n i t e d  States I m m i g r a t i o n  and Na t ur a l i z a t i on

10 Service

11 (A) to halt the process of d e p o r t a t i o n  from tne Un i t e d

12 States of persons from E a st e r n  Bloc countries who have requested

13 p o l itical asylum and are on Uni t e d  States soil;

1A (B) not to use the recent p o l i t i c al  changes in the Eastern

15 Bloc countries

16 (i) to deny political as yl u m  to persons from those

17 countries, even if an application for a s y l u m  was submitted before

18 the changes began; or

19 (ii) to revoke the political as y l u m  already granted to

20 persons from those countries;

21 (C; to grant amnesty or political asylum on hum a ni t a r i a n
f

22 grounds to each person who is on Un it e d  States soil, who as submitted

23 an application for pol i t ic a l  asylum in the U n i t e d  States, and who

2A w ould have been eligible for asylum except for the recent political

25 changes in the Eastern Bloc countries, unless the pe r s o n  could be

26 considered a threat to national security or is other-wise determined to

27 be u ndesirable under current Un i t e d States i m m i g r a ti o n  law.

28 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Hon o r a b l e  George Bush,

29 President of the United States; the Ho no r a b l e  D a n  Quayle, V i c e-President of

CSHJR 63(SA) -2 -  HJR063B c r



the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. 

Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Gene 

McNary, Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. I m m i g r a ti o n  and Naturalization 

Service; and to the H o n orable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 

Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 

members of the Alaska d e legation in Congress.

HJR063B -3 - CSHJR 63(SA)



6-1835H
B a n n is te r
3 /9 /9 0

O r ig in a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP . MARTIN, Z a w a c k i, Lem an, G ru enb erg , B o u ch e r ,
M .D av is

IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFA IRS COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE JO IN T RESOLUTION NO. 63 (S t a te  A f f a i r s )

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEG ISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R e la t in g  to  p e rso n s im m ig ra tin g  to  and 

re q u e s t in g  asy lu m  in  the U n ite d  S t a t e s .  

BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS th e  E a s te r n  B lo c  c o u n t r ie s  o f  H u n g ary , P o la n d , E a s t  Germ any, 

the Union o f  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b lic s ,  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia , B u lg a r ia ,  and 

Rom ania, and c e r t a in  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  a re  m oving away from  communism to w ards 

dem ocracy; and

WHEREAS some in d iv id u a ls  from  th e se  c o u n t r ie s  have re q u e ste d  p o l i t i c a l  

asy lu m  and freedom  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ;  and

WHEREAS th e  changes in  the E a s te rn  B lo c  c o u n t r ie s  a re  b e in g  c o n s id e re d  

by th e  Im m ig ra tio n  and N a t u r a l iz a t io n  S e r v ic e  when i t  e v a lu a te s  th e  p o l i t i ­

c a l  asy lu m  a p p l ic a t io n s  o f  p e rso n s from  th e  E a s t e r n  B lo c  c o u n t r ie s ;  and

WHEREAS th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  re c o g n iz e s  th a t  the governm ents 

o f  th e  E a s te rn  B lo c  c o u n t r ie s  may be s u b je c t  to  change d u rin g  a p e r io d  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t ;  and

WHEREAS th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  i s  a s tro n g  su p p o r te r  o f  human r ig h t s  and 

was founded on the  p r in c ip le  o f  the  in d iv id u a l ' s  r ig h t  to  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,

and th e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p in e s s ; and

WHEREAS A la s k a  has b e n e f ite d  from  the im m ig ra n ts  who have a lr e a d y  come 

to  the s t a t e ;  and

WHEREAS A la s k a  can p ro v id e  a re fu g e  f o r  p e rso n s  who seek p o l i t i c a l  

asy lu m  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ;

BE I T  RESOLVED th a t  the  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

(1 )  d e c la re s  th a t  i t  welcom es im m ig ra n ts  from  fo re ig n  c o u n t r ie s

and i s  w i l l i n g  to  s e rv e  as a re fu g e  f o r  p e rso n s  who a re  se e k in g  p o l i t i c a l

-1 -  SCS CSHJR 63 (SA)
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asylum in the United States; and

(2) urges the United States Immigration and Naturalization
Service

(A) to halt the process of deportation from the United
States of persons from Eastern Bloc countries who have requested 
political asylum and are on United States soil;

(B) not to use the recent political changes in the Eastern 
Bloc countries

(i) to deny political asylum to persons from those 
countries, even if an application for asylum was submitted before 
the changes began; or

(ii) to revoke the political asylum already granted to 
persons from those countries;

(C) to grant amnesty or political asylum on humanitarian
grounds to each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted
an application for political asylum in the United States, and who
would have been eligible for asylum except for the recent political 
changes in the Eastern Bloc countries, unless the person could be 
considered a threat to national security or is otherwise determined to 
be undesirable under current United States immigration law.
COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush, 

President of the United States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of 
the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S. 
Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Gene 
McNary, Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 
Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 
members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

SCS CSHJR 63(SA) - 2 -
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Introduced: 1/16/90 6-1916A
Referred: HESS and State Affairs

BY SEN. FAIKS, Szymanski

$

1
2

3

4

IN THE SENATE

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 61 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to persons immigrating to and 

requesting asylum in the United States. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS the Eastern Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany, 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and

10 Romania are moving away from communism towards democracy; and

11 WHEREAS some individuals from these countries have requested political

12 asylum and freedom in the United States; and
13^^* WHEREAS the change ̂ jirom communism-towards democracy^/in the- Eastern

6

7

8 

9

1̂4 Bloc countries is being considered by the Immigration and Naturalization 3/
r . ____       r _______ r_  rfi/v15 Service when it evaluates the political asylum applications of persons from 0

16 the Eastern Bloc countries ,ĵ and this approach may prevent some persons from

17 'receiving asylum in the United States because they may not be considered to

18 need political asylum any moreTJand

19 WHEREAS elements of the military, police, and leadership in some of

20 the Eastern Bloc countries still remain under the control of communist ^ 1 /

21 authorities and, if applications for political asylum from these countries
22 are denied, the applicants fear persecution by the communist-controlled

23 elements after they are deported from the United States; and

24

sT

25 perestroika, j X T  recognizes that^the governments of the Eastern Bloc coun=J(L'
A \ ^ \  •5 'L / b j c J r 'l 'd  r . c A  p o l i - C f J

26 tries wild berfmstablg] until the political changes are complete; and/VA -svbjJ"h %VV° j VwiVl be^-gnstablg^ until the political changes ari

27 WHEREAS the United States is a strong supporter of human rights and

28 was founded on the principle of the individual’s right to life, liberty,

29 and the pursuit of happiness; and

SJR061a SJR 6 i
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1 WHEREAS Alaska has benefited from the immigrants who have already come
2 to the state; and

3 WHEREAS Alaska can provide a sanctuary for persons who seek political •
4 asylum in the United States;

5 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature

6 (1) declares that it welcmes immigrants from foreign countries
7 and is willing to serve as a sanctuary for persons who are seeking polit-
8 ical asylum in the United States; and

9 (2) urges the United States Immigration and Naturalization
10 Service

11 (A) not to use the recent political changes in the Eastern
12 Bloc countries
13 (i) to deny political asylum to persons from those
14 countries, even if an application for asylum was submitted before
15 the changes began; or
16 (ii) to revoke the political asylum already granted to

17 persons from those countries;
18 (B) to grant political asylum on humanitarian grounds to

19 each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted an appli-
20 cation for political asylum in the United States, and who would have

21 been eligible for asylum except for the recent political changes in
22 the Eastern Bloc countries.
23 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Gene McNary,

24 Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service;

25 and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.

26 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the

27 Alaska delegation in Congress.

SJR 61 -2- SJR061a
e



STATE OF ALASKA 
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

RTT I VTJDCinM • SJR 61 BILL VERSION. 2 /2 6 /90—
PUBLISH DATE:  __________

REQUEST:
FISC A L N O TE

Revision Date: _Tide .Relating to persons urnagrating
and requesting asylum in the U£S.

Sponsor: 1‘a i K s
Requestor:_________________________________

Agency Affected: 
BRU: _______

Components

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
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Original sponsor(s): SEN. FA1KS, Szymanski

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 61 (State Affairs)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 ^  Relating to persons immigrating to and
requesting asylum in the United States. 

*0 ( j f  7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS thejjEastern BlocJcountries of Hungary, Poland, East Germany, 

the Union.of Soviet Socialist Republic^, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and 
inia arc moving *^way from communism towards democracy; and
WHEREAS some individuals from these countries have requested political

12 asylum^and freedom^in the United States; and

rtf

WHEREAS the changes in the Eastern Bloc countries are being considered

14 by the Immigration and Naturalization Service when it evaluates the politi-
15 cal asylum applications of persons from the Eastern Bloc countries; and

16 WHEREAS the Alaska State Legislature recognizes that the governments

17 of the Eastern Bloc countries may be subject to change during a period of
18 political unrest; and

19 WHEREAS the United States (is/a strong supporter of human rights and

20 was founded on the principle of the individual's right to life, liberty,

21 and the pursuit of happiness; and
WHEREAS Alaska has benefited from 1 ''immigrants who have already come

to the and f U -
WHEREAS Alaska can provide24

25 asylum in the United States;

26
27
■ ( ar

BE IT RESOLVED that 
(1) declares t

L

28 (jind is willing to serve as

29 ical asylum in the United S

SJR061b

r persons who seek political

e Legislaturer  c j U ' - J '
immigrantsJ^from foreign countries

r persons who are seeking polit-

CSSJR 61(SA)



f

1 5 '

Service

(A) to halt the process of deportation from the United 

States of persons from ̂ Eastern Bloc) countries who have requested 
political asylum and are on United States soil;

(B) not to use the recent political changes in the Eastern 

Bloc countries
(i) to deny political asylum to persons from those 

countries, even if an application for asylum was submitted before 
the changes began; or

(ii) to revoke the political asylum already granted to 
persons from those countries; X_

(C) to grant *gJSi£flafy sr political asylum on humanitarian

(2) urges the United States Immigration and Naturalization

grounds to each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted 

an application for political asylum in the United States, and who
would have been eligible for asylum except for the recent political
changes in the Eastern Bloc countries, unless the person could be
considered a threat to national security or is otherwise determined to 
be undesirable under current United States immigration law.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George Bush,
21 President of the United States; the Honorable Dan Quayle, Vice-President of
22 the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas S.
23 Foley, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the Honorable Gene
24 McNary, Commissioner-Designate of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization

25 Service; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank

26 Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative,

27 members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

CSSJR 61(SA) -2-



Senate judiciary Committee

February 9, 990

MEMORANDUM

FROM: Senator Jan

TO:
Senate State
Senator Pat Pourchot

SUBJECT: SJR 61 - Relating tovjpersons Immigrating To Requesting
Asylum in the United States

Senate Joint Resolution 61 has been referred to your committee for 
consideration. Because of the timeliness of the issue, 1 would 
appreciate your scheduling it at your earliest convenience.

In the past two years, as many as 152 Polish and Soviet seamen have
defected to Alaska and requested asylum. In the meantime, they
have been processed by the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
have obtained work permits and become part of their Alaskan 
c o m m u n itie s .

Because of the apparent changes taking place in Poland and other 
Eastern European countries, the United States Department of State 
has determined that persons seeking asylum from those countries 
are no longer qualified and its directive is retroactive for the past 18 
months. While INS is not required to comply with the State
Department's directive, it has decided to do so and has begun
proceedings against approximately 84 of the immigrants living in 
Alaska with the intention of deporting them back, to Poland and 
Russia.

Post Office Box V • Juneau, Alaska 99811



On the House side, several changes were made by the State Affairs 
Committee. I have attached a version which highlights them and 
encourage your committee to also consider making the same changes.

Because of the timeliness of the issue, prompt action by the 
Legislature is important. As a result, I would greatly appreciate SJR 
61 being scheduled as soon as possible.



REP. TERRY MARTIN

NUNAKA VALLEY 
ELMENOORF A.F.B. 
CREEKSIDE

ELECTIVE DISTRICT 13 
MOUNTAIN VIEW 
RUSSIAN JACK SPRINGS

HOME
3960 REKA DRIVE-B6 
ANCHORAGE. A K 9950S  
PHONE 333 6990

EAST ANCHORAGE DURING SESSION 
P. O. BOX V
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING

Alaska H ouse of Representatives
JUNEAU. AK 99811 
PHONE 465-3783

January 29, 1990

To Rep. Red Boucher, Chairman 
House State Affairs Committee

From: Rep. Terry Martin
Subject: HJR 63 - Immigration and asylum in U.S.

Thank you for scheduling HJR 63 for a committee hearing. I think, 
given the gravity of the situation in which a number of Polish 
immigrants find themselves, that time is of the essence in this 
particular case.
As you may know, as many as 152 Polish and Soviet seamen have in 
the past two years defected throughout Alaska and requested asylum. 
These men (and one woman) have been awaiting the granting of 
asylum, and have in the meantime been processed by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS), have obtained work permits and 
have become assimilated into the Alaskan community. And, because 
of the pride of these people, all are working, and none has applied 
for public assistance.
Now, however, because of the apparent changes taking place in 
Poland and other Eastern European countries, the U.S. State 
Department has determined that persons seeking asylum from those 
countries are no longer qualified. And their directive denying 
asylum is retroactive for the past 18 months. Although INS is not 
obliged to obey the State Dept, directive, they are following it 
in this case, and have begun proceedings against approximately 84 
of those immigrants living in Alaska, with the intention of 
deporting them back to Poland and Russia.
I hope the committee will act expeditiously on HJR 63, so that we 
may positively effect the lives of the immigrants. In light of the 
Federal administration's recent action to allow the Chinese 
students to remain in America, I think it only reasonable to allow 
the Poles and Russians who so desire to stay in Alaska.
Also, in regard to-the L&C referral, I would request that the 
committee remove the first WHEREAS clause occurring on the second 
page, so that the referral might be waived.
Thank you again for your timely consideration of this issue.



SJR 61

Amendment #1: Change Page 2, (2) (A) to read (2) (B)
Add under (2):
(A) to halt the process of deportation from the United States of 

persons from Eastern Bloc countries who have requested political asylum and 
are on United States soil;

Amendment #2: Page 2 Line 21 (C) 
change to read
(C) to grant amnesty or political asylum on humanitarian grounds to 

each person who is on United States soil, who has submitted an application 
for political asylum in the United States and who would have been eligible 
for asylum except for the recent political changes in the Eastern Bloc 
countries, unless the person could be considered a threat to national 
security or is otherwise determined to be undesirable under current United 
State immigration law.

Amendment #3: Page 2, Line 28 
change to read
Copies of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George 

Bush, President of the United States; the Honorable Dan Quavle, 
Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the 
Honorable Thomas S. Folev. Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; 
the Honorable . . .



March 3, 1990

The Honorable Terry Martin 
3111 C Street, Suite 415 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Congressman Martin,

This letter is written to voice my opinions regarding 
the passage of Resolution No. 61. I understand that you 
cosponsored this resolution and I personally want to thank you 
for your efforts.

The Anchorage office of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service alleges that these asylee applicants have no 
well-founded fears of persecution upon return to these 
Eastern Bloc countries due to the recent changes in the 
governments there. This same office assures that these 
applicants receive individual attention of claims for 
fear of persecution. Yet all of these applicants have 
received zerox copies of notice of intent to deport.

I have enclosed a 1989 copy of a report from Amnesty 
Internation siting recent beatings for peaceful demonstrations. 
I have listened to many of these applicants tell of horror 
stories that sound like something I'd see on T.V. and find 
offensive there, too. But there's something about hearing 
it from a true story that left me quite upset. It also left 
me acutely aware of h&w very precious my own freedoms were 
now to me.

It is my opinion that it would be a moral injustice for 
us to send these applicants back to very uncertain futures.
In addition to whatever they did before defecting, now they 
are traitors. I cannot believe that one election makes a 
democracy nor a safe environment for these applicants to 
return to their homeland.

Thank you for everything that you have accomplished 
and please continue to use any influence that you have to 
pass this resolution.

Sharon Robinson 
2914 East 42nd St. #1 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504 
(907) 5618706



Hungarians, 
Poles to lose 
refugee rank
By ROBERT PEAR
11 Mi I low YurK Ihiii.-j

W A S H I N G T O N  — T h e  
Un i ted  S t a l e s  wi l l  sh ar p ly  
c u r t a i l  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  of  
Poles  an d  H u n g a r i a n s  as ref ­
ugees because  m os t  of them 
no longer  h av e  an y  reason to 
f e a r  p e r s e c u t i o n  in t h e i r  
h o m e l a n d s ,  B u s h  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  off ic ia ls  sa id ' <es- 
tlay.

Off ic ia ls  from th e  N a t io n ­
al Secur i ty  Counci l an d  the 
White  House  ou t l in e d  the i r  
p lan s  at a m ee t in g  Monday  
w i t h  P o l i s h - A m e r i c a n  an d  
H un g a r i an -A m e r i can  groups .

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is ex ­
p e c t e d  to a n n o u n c e  t h e  
changes  l a t er  th i s  week.

Nancy Bearg  Dy ke of the 
N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  Coun ci l  
s t af f  told r e p re s en t a t iv e s  of 
the  e thni c  o rg an iz a t io n s  tha t  
u n d e r  the  new policy,  " w e  
will  not  co n s id e r  an y  Poles 
or H u n g a r i a n s  fo r  the  re fu ­
gee r e s e t t l e m e n t  p r o g r a m  
unless  they  h av e  re la t ives  in 
the  Uni ted  S t a t e s , "  face im ­
m e d i a t e  t h r e a t s  to  t h e i r  
l ives or  h av e  exc ep t ion al ly  
s t ro ng  t ies to th is  country ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to t h r e e  peo p le  
wh o  w e re  at the  meeting.

Please see t?ick Page, CHANGE
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CHAWGE IN- United States to curtail refugee status
Continued Irom Page A-1 j

T he  l ike ly  effect  is to bar  
refugee  s t a tu s  for at  least
151.000 of the  20,000 Poles 
and  H u n g a r i an s  w ho  a l ready 
h ave  fi led appl ica t ions  at 
A m e r i c a n  e m b a s s i e s  an d  
consula tes  in Western Eu ­
rope, U.S. officials said.

T hey  sa id t h a t  p e rhaps
1.000 people  wi th  fami ly  or  
o t h e r  t i e s  to t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta tes  w ou ld  be in t erv iew ed 
and th a t  some would  qual i fy  
for refugee  s tatus.

Ted Kon tck ,  founder  of 
the  F r i en d s  of So l ida r i ty ,  in 
Washington,  said,  "Th is  is a 
m a jo r  change,  and it was  
very  poor ly  received by  e t h ­
nic groups  represen te d a t  the 
mee t ing . "

P o le s  a n d  H u n g a r i a n s  
could seek visas to come to 
the  Uni t ed  Sta tes  as re g u la r  
l eg al  i m m i g r a n t s ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  r e f u g e e s ,  b u t  m o s t  
would  h a v e  to w a i t  severa l  
yea rs  because  of the backlog 
of app l ica t ions .

The new  pol icy resembles  
one ad o p teo  ear l ier  th is  y e a r  
to l imi t  the  admiss ion of 
Sovie t  refugees,  bu t  it is 
much m o re  res tr ic t ive .

T h e  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  
Church and Po l ish-American 
g r o u p s  say t h a t  .at l ea s t  
1(10,000 P o l e s  a r e .  s p r e a d  
th ro ugh  Western Europe and

are  potent i a l  refugees but  
have not  regis tered wi th  the 
U.S. go ve rnm ent  a n d  th e re ­
fore have l i t t le  chance  of 
coming here.

Da wn  Calab ia  of  the  U.S. 
Cathol ic  Conference,  w h o  a t ­
t e n d e d  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  
meet ing,  said:

"Because  of gove rnmen t '  
changes  at  the  top  in Poland  
and  Hu ngary ,  t h e  a d m i n i s ­
t ra t ion  seems to a s su m e  th a t  
no bod y f rom those countr ies  
is a refugee .”

Feder a l  l aw  def ines  a re f ­
ugee as a person wi th  "a  
well - founded fear  of pe r secu­
t i o n ” on account  of  race, 
re ligion,  na t iona l i ty ,  po l i t i ­
cal opinion o r  m em b er sh ip  
in a p a r t i c u l a r  social group.

Gera ld  Coyle,  ac t ing chief  
of s t af f  a t  the  Im m igra t ion  
and  Na tu ra l i za t ion  Service,  
said:

" C o n d i t i o n s  in  P o l a n d  
and H u n g a r y  have m a r k e d l y  
improved.  Most Poles  and 
H u n g a r i a n s  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  
coun tr ie s  of or igin  an d  see k­
ing a sy lu m  in Western  Eu­
rope and North  A m er ic a  are  
u n l ike ly  to have  v e ry  s u b ­
s t a n t iv e  c la ims to U.S.  refu­
gee s t a tu s ."

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  
acknow ledged that  the  new 
policy had been p rom pted ,  
in pa r t ,  by  f inancia l  *on- 
s t ra in ts .

They say they do not  have 
enough money to f inance re­
se t t l ement  of the  121),000 ref­
ugees who could be ad m i t te d  
to the  United  S ta t e s  un de r  
the  wo rld wide cei l ing set  by 
Pres ident  Bush for  the  cur­
rent  fiscal year.

Of that  num ber ,  50,000 
places ar e  for the  Soviet  
Union and 6,500 a r e  for Eas t ­
ern  Europe.

The Polish Amer ic an  Con­
gress,  the  H u n g a r i an  Reform 
Federa t ion of Am er ica  and 
o th e r  groups  denounced the 
proposed policy.
( In Poland,  they  said,  co m ­
m u n i s t s  st i l l  control  the  po ­
lice,  the  m i l i t i a ,  s e c u r i t y  
forces and m an y  local g ov­
e rnment  offices, and people  
are  still harassed for  the i r  
poli tical  v iews and  ac t iv i ­
ties.

" W e  w e lc o m e  P o l a n d ' s  
progress  toward  a free and 
democrat ic socie ty ,"  Kontelc 
said.  "B u t  based on evidence  
co l l e c te d  b y  S o l i d a r i t y ' s  
own human r ights  commis- 

"sion,  we are  convinced th a t  
hum an  rights  v io la t ions  and 

I persecution of pol i t ica l  ac­
t ivists  cont inue."

M yra  L e n a rd ,  e x e c u t i v e  
d i rec tor  of the  Polish A m er i ­
can Congress,  w ho  also a t ­
tended the meet ing,  said:

" I t  will t ak e  yea rs  foi 'he 
sys tem to change.  Peop;/! in

some provinces of Poland 
still feel the  b ru n t  of dis 
cr im inat ion a t  the  hands  nt 
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  m e m ­
bers ."

In congress ional  t e s t im o­
ny on Oct. II,  Richard Schif- 
ter,  the  as s i s t an t  secretary  
of s t a t e  for  h u m an  rights 
an d  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a f f a i r s ,  
reported  tha t  " th e r e  ore no 
pol it ical  p r i so n e r s "  in H u n ­
gary,  and he said the a u t h o r ­
ities th .e genera l ly  a l lowed 
freedom of speech,  religion 
and association.

But "a  secret  police wi th 
a long hi s to ry  of violat ions  
of pr ivacy is st i l l  in place ,"  
he said.

George Dozsa, vice pres i­
dent  of the H u n g a r ian  Re­
form Feder a t ion  of America,  
said the  new res tr ic t ions on 
r e f u g e e  a d m i s s i o n s  w e r e  
" u n f a i r  to H u n g a r i a n s  in 
Western Europe who have 
been w a i t i n g  for  seve ra l  
y ea r s "  to come to the  Uni ted 
States.

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  off ic ia ls  
said some of the  places de­
nied to Poles and H unga r i ­
ans  might  be m a d e  avai lable  
to o ther  E as te rn  Europeans,  
l ike Roman ians  or  Bulgar i­
ans.

In the  last eight  years,  
52,01)0 Poles and 5-150 Hun­
gar ians  have co^io to the 
Uni ted Sta tes  as refugees.



Soviet refugee Jenia Prokhorenko said be was caught secretly filming a 
racist nationalist group which threatened to bum him alive.

Man stabbed on trawler 
requests political asylum

1

ByDOUG FORD 
T l m w W r i l e r

Som eone s tab b e d  Ig o r Y elkov on the  
Soviet fishing t ra w le r  a f te r  h e  d a re d  to 
d iscu ss  politics w ith  th e  c re w  of a  U.S. 
sh ip . W hen m e m b e rs  of a  ra c is t na tio n ­
a lis tic  g roup  cau g h t J e n ia  P rokhorenko  
s e c re tly  film ing th e ir  m eeting , th ey  
th re a te n e d  to  b u m  h im  a live.

At least, th a t 's  w hat they  c la im .
B oth  of th e se  m en  a r e  seek ing  p o litical 

a sy lu m  in A laska. If  th e  U nited  S ta te s  re ­
fu ses  th e ir  req u ests  and  d ep o rts  them , 
th e y  believe they  will fa ce  y e a ts  o f im p ris ­
o n m en t o r  even  d e a th  in the  Soviet Union.

P rok h o ren k o ,23, an d  Yelkov,24, bo th  
sing le , a r e  s tay in g  w ith  a n  A nchorage 
fam ily  who h a s  he lped  re fu g ees  In th e  
p a st. T he fam ily  a sk ed  to  re m a in  anony-

Y elkov h a s  exchanged  le tte rs  w ith  his 
fam ily  in th e  Soviet Union since a rriv in g  
h e re . H e re ce iv ed  an  a n g ry  le t te r  from  his 
fa th e r  and  a  supportive  no te  from  h is  sis­
te r.

"M y fa th e r  sa id  I did  w rong ," Y elkov ' 
re la ted . “ You d id n 't th ink  abou t w hat 
w ould happen  w ith  m e , abou t w hat would 
h ap p en  w ith th e  fam ily ,"  h is fa th e r  w ro te  
h im .

H is fa th e r  is  a  m e m b e r of the  C om m u­
n is t P a r ty ,  Y elkov said , and  the  KGB has 
b een  to th e  fam ily 's  house to  in v estig ate  
his defection .

" I  h ave  h ad  no  c on tact w ith  m y  fam ­
ily ,"  P ro k h o ren k o  said , "b u t no p a te n t 
w an ts  to s ee  h is  o r  h e r  child  go aw ay.

N e ith e r  of th em  adv ised  th e ir  p a re n ts

See A sylum , p ag e  B-8

East bloc ‘openness’ closing 
America’s doors to defectors
By Doug Ford  
Time* Writer

W hile G lasnost, o r  openness, is good 
n ew s  in E a s te rn  E u ro p e , it m a y  be bad  
n e w s  fo r Soviet-block d e fec to rs  in A laska.

D e fec to rs  aw aitin g  im m ig ration  d ec i­
s ions  in A nchorage sa y  they  a re  w a ry  of 
th e ir  ch an ces  to re m a in  in th e  U nited 
S ta te s  b ecau se  th e  w arm in g  tren d  in the  
E ast-W est Cold W ar a lso  could put an  end 
to  th e ir  q u est fo r freedom .

G a ry  Johnson, the  A nchorage  d is tric t 
im m ig ra tio n  d irec to r, insists  the  c r ite r ia  
fo r  g ra n tin g  po litical a sy lum  have not 
changed .

T h e  d e fe c to rs  an d  th e ir  law yers see  
m a tte r s  d iffe ren tly  an d  c la im  the  U.S. 
g o v e rn m en t is tu rn in g  a w ay  m o re  and  
m o re  o f those  who se e k  politica l asy lum . 
T h e y  said  tw o Soviet a n d  60 Polish defec­
to rs  h ave  been  den ied  a sy lu m  by th e  Im ­

m ig ration  an d  N atu ra lization  S e rv ice ’s  
A nchorage  office  in th e  la st tw o m onths.

"G o rb a c h ev  is laughing a t  the peop le ,"  
sa id  Jen ia  P rokhorenko , a  Soviet w ho de ­
fec te d  in J a n u a ry . T he  KGB supports  
G orb ach ev  a n d  con tinues to p e rsecu te  th e  
Soviet people, h e  said.

A fte r  receiv ing  th re a ts  from  the  KGB, 
P rokhorenko  said  he  fled the Soviet 
Union. He fe a rs  h is F eb . 14 application  for 
political a sy lu m  in th e  United S ta tes  will 
be d en ied  an d  h e  will be deported , he sa id , • 
condem ning  h im  to y e a rs  in prison.

"T h e y  ( th e  IN S) put out a  rosy  p ic tu re  
o l th e  s ta te  an d  d o n 't seem  to realize  the 
sec u rity  fo rce s  still con tro l th ings,”  sa id  
D aiile P a rk , a n  A nchorage im m ig ration  
law yer. D efecto rs  au to m atically  rece iv e  
15 y e a rs  Im prisonm ent In th e ir  h om elands 

See D efecto rs, p age  B-8
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Defectors
C ontinued fro m  p a g e  B-l

Just fo r seek ing  po litical a sy lu m  ab road , 
h e  said .

P rokhorenko  Joined four o th e r  Soviets 
an d  170 P o les In A laska who h av e  sought 
po litical asy lum  s in ce  O c tober 1988. While 
tw o Soviets and  a  sm all n u m b e r of Poles 
w e re  g ra n te d  asy lum , the  m a jo rity  p ro b a­
bly  face  d eporta tion .

"T h e  v ast m a jo rity  o f the  asy lu m  app li­
ca tio n s  from  Po les in the  la s t y e a r  have 
b een  d en ied ,"  Johnson  said . In  m ost 
c a se s , the  ap p lic an ts  did not p rove  " a  
well-founded fe a r  o f p e rsecu tio n ,"  h e  sa id  
F rid ay .

T he A nchorge INS office  h a s  denied 
asy lum  to a t  least 60 of the 170 P o les and  
tw o of the  five S ov iets  In th e  la s t tw o 
m onths, sa id  Peggy  B ergsrud  of A nchor­
ag e . B ergrud , who Is o f P o lish  descen t,

h a s  a ss is ted  Polish an d  Soviet defecto rs  
s in ce  1984.

" I  think ab o u t im m ig ration  p rob lem s 
a n d  I feel sad . I Itnow if I go back  they  find 
100 re a so n s  to  put m e 'in  Ja il ,"  sa id  Igo r 
Y elkov, who defec ted  from  a Soviet 
tra w le r  Ju ly  6,1969, in D u tch  H arbor. T he 
INS o ffice  in A nchorage re je c te d  h is  a sy ­
lum  app lication  la te  la s t y e a r . He is a w a it­
ing a  h e a rin g  b efo re  a n  Im m igration  
judge .

B ergsrud  an d  o th e rs  In th e  local com ­
m un ity  do not believe th e  loca l INS office 
h a s  tre a te d  a ll th e  de fe c to rs  fa irly  o r  Indi­
v idually .

“ I t ’s  p a ten tly  w rong. I t 's  an  e r ro r ,"  
sa id  P a rk , re fe rr in g  to  the  INS denial of 
Y elkov 's  application . P a rk  h a s  taken  th e  
S ov ie t's  case .

I t  is  m uch  h a rd e r  fo r the  Polish and  So­
viet d e fe c to rs  o f the p a st y e a r  to  gain  a sy ­
lum  th a n  It w a s  e a r lie r  th is  d ecade , Andy 
Lis sa id . Lis w as  aw ard ed  political asy lum  
In 1934 an d  now  h a s  hJs w ork  and  re s i­
d en cy  p e rm its .

"T h e y  h ave  the  sam e  m otives, the 
s a m e  fa c ts  a s  I d id,”  Lis sa id . S ince INS

p o lic ies h a v e  changed . It Is no t g ran tin g  
a sy lu m  to  th e se  new  d e fec to rs , he  said .

“ F if te en  poles re ce iv ed  in th e  s a m e  e n ­
ve lope  d en ia ls  of a sy lum  d a te d  D ec. 24," 
B erg ru d  sa id . While th e y  n il did list the 
s a m e  a d d re ss , th e  fa c t th a t  INS m ailed  
th e  le t te rs  o u t in th e  s a m e  envelope  on 
C h ris tm a s  ev e , d e m o n s tra te s  th a t th e  INS 
is  " b a tc h  p rocessing”  th e se  d e fec to rs , she 
said .

Johnson  denied  th is  c h a rg e . T h e  INS 
con tinues to  ev a lu a te  e a c h  app lication  in­
d iv idually , he  said . W hile unusual, he  said , 
It w as  possible th a t a  g roup  listing  the 
s a m e  a d d re ss  could h a v e  th e ir  asy lum  de­
n ia l le tte rs  bunched In one envelope.

T h e  policies govern ing  political asy lum  
h a v e  not changed , Johnson  said . P e rs e cu ­
tion  based  on " ra c e ,  re lig ion , nationa lity , 
po litica l opinion o r m em b ersh ip  In a  social 
g ro u p "  m ust b e  likely, Johnson  said .

"M an y  ap p lican ts  h av e  v e ry  little  sub ­
s ta n t iv e  in form ation  th a t  th ey  h a v e  been 
p e rs e c u te d — v ery  little  beyond  opinions,”  
Jo h n so n  said .

T h e  political s itua tion  h a s  changed  In 
b o th  Po land  a n d  the  Soviet Union, a n d  the

re q u ire d  S ta te  D ep artm en t recom m enda­
tions reg a rd in g  Individual a sy lum  cases  
re f le c t this, Johnson  said . T h e  condition of 
the  d e fe c to r’s  co u n try  a t  th e  tim e his a p ­
p lica tion  is  p ro cessed  is p a r t  of the  deci­
sion  p rocess.

" I t ’s  a s  if th ey  a re  S3ytng, 'I  su re  hope 
th ey  ad ju d ic a te  m y c a se  b e fo re  the  s itu a ­
tion  g e ts  b e tte r ,’ "  Johnson  said .

B ut B erg sru d  said  th e  INS should give 
d e fe c to rs  " th e  benefit of th e  doub t.”  The 
d ifficu lty  th e se  n ew co m ers  h a v e  w ith the  
lan g u ag e , ob ta in ing  Jobs a n d  securing  
lega l counsel w a rra n ts  sp ec ia l considera­
tion , s h e  said .

" I  be lieve  o u r g o v e rn m en t bureau  
c ra c y  a t  b e s t Is d ifficu lt fo r  A m ericans, 
a n d  th e se  people com ing  h e re  and not 
sp eak in g  E nglish  a r e  vo ice less  people. 
And th a t  is th e  s im p le  re a so n  I 'm  in­
v o lv ed ,"  B ergsrud  said .

" I  h a v e  no  doubt th a t  th e re  a re  som e 
ind iv iduals  who h a v e  d e fec ted  for eco­
nom ic reaso n s . But 1 a lso  know  som e have 
been  p e rsec u te d ,"  B erg sru d  sa id . " I  have 
se e n  th e  s c a rs ."

Asylum
C ontinued fro m  p ag e  B-l

in a d v an ce  o f th e ir  p lan s  to flee  th e  Soviet 
Union. E a c h  of litem  h ave  a n  e scape  
sto ry .

" I  thought 1 could sp eak  rpy  m ind,”  
Y elkov said . I spoke ab o u t'G o d  an d  c riti­
c ized  th e  K om som ol, th e  com m unist 
you th  league, h e  said .

Y elkov spoke  quietly , tense ly  In ha lting  
E nglish . A ndy Lis, a  Po le  who g a in ed  a sy ­
lum  in 1S34, s a t  a t  th e  tab le  to  tra n s la te  
an y  m isunderstand ings .

As a  re su lt of his ou tspokenness, Yei- 
kov, second  rad io  o ff ice r on a  Soviet 
tra w le r , w as  rep rim an d ed  by  bo th  the 
sh ip ’s  c ap ta in  and  th e  com m u n is t p a r ty  ! 
co m m issa r  on  board , h e  said . On h is  la st 
voyage, Y elkov se rv ed  on th e  tra w le r  
T igil, ou t of Sakhalin  Is land  off th e  Soviet

F a r  E a s t  coast.
A fte r  th re e  m onths of fishing In the 

B ering  Sea, h e  an d  o th e r  sa ilo rs  ag ita ted  
fo r n  U.S. po rt call, Instead  o f re tu rn in g  to 
a  Soviet po rt, Y elkov said . T h is  fu r th e r a l­
ie n a te d  him  from  th e  c ap ta in  and  com ­
m issa r, he  said .

W hen T ig il's  c ap ta in  d ec id ed  to dock In 
D utch  H arbo r, Y elkov m ad e  th e  acq u a in t­
a n ce  o f A m ericans  on a  neighboring  boat. 
T he  A m ericans  invited  h im  ab o ard  and  
they  free ly  d iscussed  p e re s tro ik a , h e  said .

"T h e  c ap ta in  a nd  c o m m issa r pulled m e 
o ff,"  Y elkov said . B ack on th e  Tlgll, he 
w as d en ied  sh o re  leave, depriv ing  h im  he  
thought o f h is  c h an ce  to  flee.

‘"N obody  g a v e  you perm ission  to  ta lk  
like th a t  w ithout contro l. Y o u 're  Just a 
w o rk e r. You c an  w ork a n d  I c an  ta lk ,’ the 
c u im n ls sa r  told m e ,"  Y elkov said .

L a te r , w hile he  slep t In his cabin, 
"so m eb o d y  opened  the  d oo r an d  put the 
pillow  on  m y  fa c e  and  s tab b e d  m e ," 'Y eI-- 
k o v sa ld .

H e w as  tak en  ash o re  In D u tc h 'H a rb o r 
an d  th en  flown fo r tre a tm e n t to  H um ana

H osp ital in A nchorage. T n e re  he  a n ­
nounced  h is in tention  tp  see k  a sy lu m  hert:.

U nlike Y elkov, h e  had  to  inven t h is  own 
e sc a p e  ro u te , P rokhorenko  said . H e paced  
the  floor a n d  spoke p a ss io n a te ly  a s  he  re ­
la te d  h is  e sca p e . H e sa id  h e  w as  "n e rv ­
o u s ."

H e res id ed  In M oscow  w h e re  he 
w o rk ed  fo r th e  s ta te - ru n  P ic tu re  P roduc­
tions and  he lped  film  " I s  T h e re  G oing to 
be C o m m u n ism ,"  P rokhorenko  said .

S e c re tly  h e  a tte m p te d  to  film  P a m y a t, 
a  R ussian  n a tiona lis tic  e x tre m is t g roup  
b u t w as  d iscovered , P ro k h o ren k o  said .

P a m y a t d isco v ered  h im  s e c re tly  film ­
ing th e ir  m ee ting , P rokhorenko  sa id . He 
likens th e  g ro u p  to G e rm a n  N azis an d  r a ­
c is ts  who count com m u n is t p a r ty  officials 
am o n g  its m em bers .

“ T hey  th rea ten ed  to  b u m  m e  a live  in 
m y  ow n a p a r tm e n t if I did  not leav e  M os­
cow  Im m ed ia te ly ,”  P rokhorenko  said .

' A m on th  a f te r  th e  O ct. 10,1989 Incident, 
h e  flew  to M agadan  b e ca u se  h e  h ad  h e a rd  
of a  Soviet d e legation  leav ing  from  th e re  
fo r A laska, P rokhorenko  sa id . He d id  not,

h o w ev er, know w hen th e  g roup  would 
leav e , h e  said .

"S in ce  I would h a v e  to  w ait o v e r a  
m o n th  fo r a  flight ou t (w ith  the de leg a ­
tio n ), 1 convinced a  d o c to r to  fake  a  m ed i­
c a l excuse  fo r m e  so  th a t 1 could  w ait In 
M ag ad an  Instead  o f h av ing  to re tu rn  to 
M oscow ."

T rav e l to M agadan  Is re s tr ic te d  a s  it Is 
in m u ch  of th e  Soviet F a r  E a s t, P rokho­
ren k o  explained . V is ito rs  m ust h ave  a  r e a ­
son  and  official p e rm issio n  to rem ain  
th e re , he said .

H e also  fo rged  a  K G B  docum en t from  
th e  P o p u la r Science an d  E duca tiona l Stu­
d io  C en te r In M oscow  a llow ing him  to 
t ra v e l a b ro ad , he said .

"1 show ed the  d ocum en t to  the  h ead  o ' 
th e  Soviet de legation  a n d  he p e rm itte d  m e 
to  b o a rd  the  p lane  h ead ing  fo r A nchor­
a g e ."

"W ith  m y  fo rged  d o cu m en ts, I bought 
a n d  sn eak ed  m yself Into a  la rg e  de leg a ­
tion  of people who w e re  leav ing  fo r A laska 
fo r  a  R o ta ry  E x ch an g e ."



Alaska H ouse of R epresem atives

February 8, 1990

HOME
3960 REKA DRIVE-06 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99508 
PHONE 333-6990

DURING SESSION 
P. O. BOX V
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING 
JUNEAU. AK 99811 
PHONE 465-3783

Senator Pat Pourchot, Chairman 
Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Rep. Terry Martiif^
Subject: SJR 61 - Immigration and asylum

The above-referenced resolution by Senator Faiks was waived from 
the HESS committee to your's yesterday. As I have introduced an 
identical resolution in the House, I am forwarding the attached 
background material for your use in the State Affairs Committee.
Attached are:

Memo to Rep. Boucher, explaining the resolution's purpose 
A copy of State Affairs CS, showing that committee's additions 
Text of POMs received supporting the resolution

I would appreciate your early consideration of SJR 61, as would, 
I am sure, those Eastern European immigrants who stand to lose so 
much if the INS deports them back to their home countries. Thank 
you.

£  ' 

S



POMs CONCERNING HJR 63 - IMMIGRATION & ASYLUM

"I think these men would be a great asset to our community. They 
are all honest and hard-working people. I think they took a big 
chance in coming to the United States, leaving their families just 
to get freedom. I feel they should have freedom. I have friends 
and family in Poland who say things haven't changed there one bit."

- Kathy Cowitz, Box 771435, Eagle River 99577 694-5054

"I feel that the Polish' seamen have the right to remain in the 
United States, as long as they have no criminal record. They are 
an asset to our community, as they are hard workers. They will 
work on jobs that Americans will not take. Thus I feel that they 
are not taking jobs away from anyone. Please remember that at one 
time all of us were not U.S. citizens, and they have a right to be 
free too. Pleaso make a fair decision."

- Karen Ayers, 16510 Centerfield Dr, Eagle River 694-7587

"Things are seldom what they seem. Polish immigrants now under 
threat of deportation are fearful for their families in their 
lives. Some threaten suicide to stay in this country forever. 
They wonder why we don't believe them. Please let them stay."
"I would like HJR 63 to pass especially for the Polish people. 
They have been living here, working, paying taxes and many have
been warned by family that things are not as they seem. I think
it is unfair to send back working people who pay taxes when there 
are so many in this country who have immigrated to this country and 
are now living off the welfare rolls."

- Diana Robbins, 3209 Baxter #3, Anch. 99504 563-6363

"We want the Polish people to stay in Alaska that want to and not 
be deported."

- Ruth & Joseph Chmielowski, 168 Burton #B, Anch 746-1337

"In regard to the 150 Polish immigrants currently in Anchorage 
seeking asylum. I believe they should be assisted in every way 
possible to remain in the United States. These people would be an 
asset to our society because of their honest, sincere working drive 
to be true Americans. Thank you."

- Melinda Padgett, 9210 Elgin Circle, Anch 99515 248-7701



"I want the Polish defectors to stay here in Anchorage."
- Marie McEntire, 6400 E 15th Ct #4, Anch 99504 333-7754

"I strongly urge you to allow the refugees that are now in 
Anchorage from Poland and the Soviet Union to remain."

- Jerry Rutoski, Box 220503, Anch 99522
"Complete passage [of HJR 63] as written by Terry Martin and also 
the release of Senator Pat Rodey's gun amendment to be enacted. 
For the gun amendment issue I am the National Director for the No 
Compromise Majority."

- Mark Chryson, Box 142702, Anch 99514 338-6744
"I am concerned about the Polish fishermen's deportation. I am a 
citizen, also Polish, and I think they are not abusing hospitality 
of this government because they are not costing us through any of 
our programs. They are hard workers and don't ask for welfare. 
All help they receive comes from Poland. I think it would be to 
our advantage to let them stay. The main power in Poland is still 
communist."

- Jan Kluska, 7736 Snowview Dr, Anch 99507 349-5956
"Please allow the Polish seamen who have applied for asylum in 1989 
to remain in the United States. We were in Poland in July of 1989, 
and saw what they are afraid to go back to. Anything you can do 
on their behalf is greatly appreciated. We are currently housing 
3 of the seamen in our home, and would be greatly distressed by 
their deportation."

- Dennis Draper, 3703 Westminster Way, Anch 99508 338-3486
"I was in the same situation a few years back. Now I am a U.S. 
citizen and I am proud. I think that if the other Polish fishermen 
are let in th^ United States, they will also be a citizen like me. 
They are hard workers and will build a future for a good Alaska."

- John Rybczynski, 3840 Young St., Anch 99508 563-3192
"Easterners and Mexicans far outnumber the few Polish defectors in 
this country, so why is Immigration sending 60 of them from 
Anchorage back to Poland? They are very hard workers, and very 
nice. Also, most of them are fishermne, and so are not taking jobs 
away from American men because American men don't care to work so 
hard for such small wages. Many of these men are still afraid to 
return to Poland."

- Vera Johnson, 635 W 45th Ave Apt 3, Anch 99503 265-8880



"I support this resolution, and, as an interim measure, to put a 
stop to any deportation activity immediately. These people are 
fearful as hell that they're going to be deported. I've employed 
a number of them over the years and they're some of the best 
workers I've ever had. Please insure that this resolution is 
passed as quickly as possible."

- Hank Schaub, 3605 Arctic Blvd #1091, Anch 99503 344-3560
"I desire that you support this resolution so that the Eastern 
Block persons that have requested asylum in the United States be 
granted asylum unless it is found through investigation that these 
individuals may be detrimental to the U.S. I fear their lives will 
be in danger upon their return."

- Lucy Brecht, 13501 Carita Lane, Anch 99516 345-0111
"I support HJR 63. Please pass this bill. Immigrants are good for 
Alaska's economy. They fill low-paying job positions that no one 
else is willing to take, are hard working, and stick with a job 
longer than most Americans."

- Spec 4 Wayne Johnson, 118 Grand Larry St #15, Anch 99504
"I am a 13 year resident of Alaska originally from Poland. I 
returned from a visit to Poland 3 months ago and can honestly say 
the situation there is still very shakey. The economy is going 
downhill instead of up. The city of Lodz had police located 
everywhere due to the unrest of the people. All of the Polish 
immigrants I have met in Alaska are hard working and stable. 
Please support HJR 63."

- Izabela Zielinska, 3605 Arctic Blvd, Ste 1105, Anch 99503
"I fully support HJR 63 as amended. Urge Senate resolution be 
amended to read the same. It is important to pass this resolution 
immediately if deportation is to be halted. Thank you."

- Peggy Bergsrud, 3412 Wesleyan Dr, Anch 99508 338-1210
"In ray opinion the resolution is very smart. I appeal to you to 
please pass this resolution as soon as possible. It is very 
important to those immigrants involved in the fishing industry and 
for Alaska's economy."

- Richard Wysocki, 2440 E Tudor Rd, Ste 202, Anch 99507
"I fully support the amended resolution. It is urgent to stop the 
deportation. Please pass HJR 63 as soon as possible."

- Andy Lis, 4307 Harrison St, Apt 3, Anch 99503 561-4295
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U.S. may curtail 
granting asylum 
to Nicaraguans
By RICHARD COLE litical and non-political cases.
Associated Press Some advocates believe twice

MIAMI r—A successful switch that numbel- live in the United 
to democracy in Nicaragua could States if the count includes ille- 
sharply reduce U.S. granting of gal immigrants — many of whom 
asylum to that nation’s refugees, were pinning their hopes on polit- 
but there is little chance political ical asylum to eventually nor- 
exiles will be forced to return, malize their status, 
immigration officials say. In fiscal 1989, the INS granted

In theory, people granted asy- just under 6,000 requests from 
lum are subject to review each Nicaraguans for asylum, while it 
year, and could have that status denied more than 10,000. Be- 
revoked, says Duke Austin, tween October 1989 and January 
spokesman for the Immigration of this year, about 500 were 
and Naturalization Service in granted and 650 denied. 
Washington. In the week since U.S.-backed

“But I know of no single case Violetta Chamorro beat the 
since political asylum has been Sandinistas’ Daniel Ortega in Ni- 
an avenue in the United States caragua’s presidential election, 
when we have involuntarily re- Miami immigration officials 
turned someone because condi- noted a decrease in the asylum 
tions in their homeland im- requests. . 
proved,” Austin said last week. Dozens of Nicaraguan exiles
“It’s in the law, but it’s never have either dropped their peti- 
beendone.” tions to stay, or have stopped

What is more likely Is that fighting deportation orders, 
new applicants will get tougher The "State Department cau­
se rutiny of their applications. tions it is too early to be assured 

An estimated 80,000 to 90,000 that democracy will stick in Nic- 
Nicaraguans are in the United aragua, but a spokesman says its 
States legally, Including both po-. asylum policy will be reviewed.



POLAND

M an y  c r i t ic*  a n d  o p p o n e n t*  o f  the  g o v e r n ­
m ent w e r e  lu b je c te d  to i n r m t ,  s h o r t - t e r m  
d e te n t io n  o r  o t h e r  fo rm * o f  h a r a s s m e n t  
fo r  t h e i r  n o n -v io le n t  e x e r t l s a  o f  th e  r i g h t  
to f r e e d o m  o f  e x p re s s io n .  Som e w e r e  r e ­

p o r t e d l y  i l l - t r e a te d ;  so m e  w e re  t r ied  and 
s e n t  to p r i s o n .  O n e  h u n d r e d  Imprisoned 
c o n s c ie n t io u s  o b jec to rs ,  in c lu d in g  at least 
14 p r i s o n e r *  o f  c o n sc ie n ce ,  w ere  re leased  
a f t e r  the  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  a n  a l te rn a t iv e  to 
m i l i t a r y  se rv ice .

In |u ly  th e  Po l ish  Parl iam ent.  Iho Sejm, 
a p p r o v e d  ch an g e s  to  the  m ili tary draft  law 
to a l low  th re e  y ea rs '  a l te rna t ive  service  for 
c o n s c ie n t io u s  o b jec to rs  -  two y ears '  for 
s t u d e n t s  -  in n o n -m il i ta ry  in s t i tu t ions .  
F o u r te e n  p r i so n e r s  o f  consc ience  w hose  
c a s e s  had  been  tak e n  up  by A m nesty  In ter­
n a t io n a l  -  a ll  m em b e rs  of the unofficial 
p e a c e  m o v e m e n t  W o ln o it  I Pnkdj (WiP). 
F re e d o m  a n d  Peace ,  were re leased  from 
p r i so n  nfter  ogrnnlng to perform the new 
fo rm  o f  snrvii:i '. T h u  official  Polish Press 
A g e n cy  mniniiiicuil  I hut tJU o th e r  im p r i s ­
o n e d  re l ig io u s  c o n sc ie n t io u s  objec tors  -  
p ro b a b ly  J e h o v a h 's  W itnesses  -  had  also 
b e e n  freed. In June  th e 'a u th o r i t i e s  issued 
th e  text o f  a new  o a th  o f  a lleg iance  w h ich  
o m i t t e d  re fe ren ce  to thd'Soviel army. In the 
p as t  a n u m b e r  o f  p r i so n e r s  o f  co n sc ien ce  
h a d  been  Im p r is o n e d  for rofuslng to sw ear  
th e  o a th  b e cau se  of11 Its re ference  to 
' ' f r a te rn a l  a l l i a n c e ' '  w lfh  the Soviet army.

A m n e s ty  In te rn a t io n a l  investiga ted  
c o m p la in t s  ab o u t  th e  app lica t io n  o f  the 
n e w  a l t e rn a t iv e  se rv ice  law. In at least  one 
ca s e  a c o n sc r ip t  w a s  nol given the o p p o r ­
tu n i ty  to a p p ly  for a l te rn a t iv e  service .  Jan 
T o m a s io w ic z .  from W arsaw , was arrested  
In D e ce m b e r  a n d  c h a rg e d  w ith  evas ion  of 
m il i ta ry  se rv ice .  In 19.'I8 ho hod re tu rn ed  
h is  draft  c a rd  on  ground's of  conscientious* 
o b jec t io n  to tn i l i ta rv  service  a n d  a warrant  
h a d  b e en  i s su e d  lor h is i i r re s l .  In Juuu IilflH 
h e  w as  d e ta in e d  by  (hej^potice a n d  in the 
c o u r s e  o f  in te r ro g a t io n  was to ld  that the 
p ro c e e d in g s  aga ins t  l i i r i  w ere  no  longer 
va l id .  U nti l  h is  a r re s t  In D ecem ber  Jan 
T o m a s ie w ic z  was n o t  aWare he  still  faced 
c h arg es  o f  e v a d in g  m il i ta ry  serv ice .  He had 
not b e en  g iv en  the  o p t io l i  of  d o in g  a l te rn a ­
t ive  serv ice .

In June  t h e  "a cce le ra tb d  p ro c e d u re ” for jj 
c e r ta in  o ffences  w as  in c lu d e d  in th e  C ode  
of  Pena l  P ro c e d u re .  T ho ' / i rocedure .  w h ich  
h ad  been  e s ta b l i s h e d  Under legisla tion  
p a sse d  by th e  Se jm  in  Mav J98S a n d  w h ich  
w as  v a l id  for a th ree -vea r  pe r iod  (see 
A m n e s ty  i n te r n a t io n a l  Hepor! 1988). p ro ­
v id es  for th e  in v es t ig a t io n  o f  cer ta in  of­
fen ces  by th e  po l ice ,  w i th o u t  in v o lv em en t  
o f  th e  P u b l ic  P ro s e c u to r 's  Office,  and  re ­
q u i r e s  that  In v e s t ig a t io n  be co m p le te  w ith-
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In 48  h o u r s  o f  •  s u s p e c t ' s  arrest :*  t r ia l  th e n  
t i k e s  p la c e  Im m e d ia te ly  before a s in g le  
ju d g e  w i th  th e  p o l ic e  ac t ing  In place  o f  the  
p u b l ic  p ro se cu to r .  By not a l low ing  d e ­
fence  l aw y e rs  e n o u g h  lime to p re p a re  
cases  th e  p r o c e d u r e  o f ten  severely  res t r ic ts  
d e fen ce  r ights .

T h e  p r o c e d u r e  Is m os t  f requen t ly  a p ­
p l ie d  to p r o s e c u t io n s  by m is d e m e a n o u r  
c o u r ts ,  be fo re  w h ic h ,  s ince  1986, p e o p le  
a r re s te d  for  p a r t i c ip a t in g  In "ac t iv i t ies  d e ­
s igned  to fos te r  pub l ic  d i s q u i e t ” , 
u n a u th o r i z e d  p u b l i s h in g  activit ies and  
m e m b e rs h ip  o f  b a n n e d  o rgan izat ions  h ave  
been  tr ied  (see A m n e s ty  In te rn a tio n a l Re­
po r t  1988}. " A c c e le ra te d  p ro ced u re"  has 
beon a p p l i e d  to m a n y  cases o f  p e o p le  
p ro a ec u te d  for n o n -v lo len l  exerc ise  of  
th e i r  r igh t  to freodom  of  express ion .

T h e re  w e re  re p o r ts  of  dozens of a rros ts  
d u r in g  s t r ik e s  t h ro u g h o u t  Po land  In A pri l  
a n d  M ay a n d  aga in  in  August.  The  a u th o r ­
i t ies  d e c la re d  the  s tr ikes  illegal a n d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  th ro u g h o u t  the c o u n try ,  
in c lu d in g  ac t iv is ts  In the ban n ed  t rade  
u n io n  S o l id a r i ty ,  w e re  arras ted a n d  d e ­
ta in ed .  M ost  w ere  r e leased  after p e r io d s  o f  
d e te n t io n  u n d e r  a p ro v is io n  w h ic h  a l lo w s  
the  p o l ice  to h o ld  p e o p le  for u p  to 48 h o u r s  
w i th o u t  c h a rg e  -  a m ec h an ism  often u se d  

. In p re v en t  p e o p le  f rom  taking part In d e m ­
o n s t ra t io n s .  O th e rs ,  how ever ,  were  s e n ­
ten c ed  to u p  to th re e  m onth* '  Im p r is o n ­
m en t .  For e x a m p le .  S o l idar i ty  s p o k e sp e r ­
son ,  Ja n u sz  O n y a zk ie w icz .  ■ m ath e m a tic s  
l e c tu re r  from  W arsa w ,  was arrested  at h is  
h o m o  o n  5 M ay.  T w o  days later  he  w as 
s e n te n c e d  to s ix  w eek * '  Im pr isonm en t  by  a 
W arsaw  m is d e m e a n o u r  court.  Me w a s  | 
a p p a re n t ly  a c c u se d  o f  having told foreign . 
jo u rn a l i s t s  a b o u t  tw o  Inc iden ts  on  1 M ay , 
w h e n  p o l ic e  e n te re d  a  C dan sk  c h u rc h  in > 
o rd e r  to a t ta ck  d e m o n s tra to rs  and  d ls -  • 
p e r s e d a  W arsa w  d e m o n s tra t io n  w ith  t r u n ­
ch eo n s .  He w a s  co n v ic ted  o f  sp re ad in g  
false in fo rm a t io n ,  r e 'e a se d  o n  16 M ay 
w i th o u t  official  exp lan a t io n ,  a n d  on  19 
May h is  s e n t e n c e  w a s  changed  on  ap p ea l  
f rom  Im p r i s o n m e n t  to  pub lic  lab o u r  -  a 
p u n i s h m e n t  n o rm a l ly  imposed for of-,  
fences  s u c h  as  absen tee ism .

D ur ing  th e  M ay s t r ik es  four m em bers  o f  j 
the  i l lega l  P o lsk a  Po r t ia  S o c ja lis ly c z n a ! 
(PPS), P o l ish  So c ia l i s t  Party,  were  d e ta in ed  
a n d  c h arg ed  w i th  assau l t ing  an Industr ia l  
gu a rd  at th e  D olm el e lec tron ics  factory in 
W roc law .  T h e  f o u r - J d z e f  Plnlor. C zeslaw 
B orow czyk ,  Jo lan ta  Sk lba  and A lekaandra

Sarnia  -  h ad  n l le m p lo d  to o rg a n iz e  a s tr ike  
at the  factory. T h e y  d e n ie d  the  charges ,  
s ta t in g  th a t  th e  gu a rd  h a d  been  in ju red  
w h e n  he tr ied  to  ev ic t  t h e m  forcib ly  from 
factory p rem ise s .  T h e y  w e r e  found  gu ilty ,  
heav i ly  f in ed  a n d  g iven  s u s p e n d e d  p r iso n  
se n ten c es  o f  u p  to a year.

T here  w e re  re p o r ts  o f  i l l - t r ea tm e n t  o f  
de ta in ee s ,  often  p r i so n e r s  o f  c o n sc ie n c e ,  
h e ld  in sh o r t - te rm  d e te n t io n  on a c c o u n t  o f  
th e i r  n o n -v io len t  ex e rc is e  o f  the  r ight to 
f reedom  o f  e x p re ss io n .  W la d y s lo w  Fus 
w as  d e ta in e d  In W ro c law  in M arch  d u r in g  
a d e m o n s tra t io n  d o m a n d f n g  tho re lease  o f  
Kornel M o ro w ieck l ,  len d e r  o f  th e  b a n n e d  
o p p o s i t io n  g ro u p  F ig h t in g  S o l id a r i ty  w h o  
w a s  thnn in  p r i so n .  W ln d y s ln w  Fus  waa 
re portud ly  Inknn to a po l ice  s ta t io n ,  
bea ten ,  b o u n d  an d  gagged,  th ro w n  aga ins t  
a wall  so he  lost c o n s c l o u s n e : : ,  rev ived  
nntl  pul in n strnilj iicknl w i th  n noose  
a ro u n d  h is  neck  a n d  a ga in  b ea ten ,  l ie  was 
e v en tu a l ly  tak en  to h o sp i t a l ,  a p p a r e n t ly  
becau se  o f  in ju r ie s  s u s t a i n e d  In d e te n t io n .

Ai least o n e  p e r so n  w a s  s e n te n c e d  to 
d e a th  for m u r d e r  b u t  it was. not k n o w n  
v /he the r  th e  s e n t e n c e  w as  c a r r ied  o u t .

T h ro u g h o u t  th e  y e a r  A m n e s ty  In te r ­
na t iona l  a p p e a le d  for the  re le a se  o f  p r i s o n ­
e rs  of c o n sc ie n ce  a n d  in v es t ig a te d  ca se s  of 
poss ib le  p r i so n e r s  o f  c o n sc ie n c e .  T h e  
o rg an iza t io n  tw ic e  s e n t  r e p re se n ta t iv e s  to 
obse rv e  the  t r ia l  In W roclaw  of the  four  PPS 

m em b ers  c h a rg e d  w i th  a s sa u l t in g  a fac to ry  
gua rd .  A m n e s ty  I n t e r n a t io n a l  also urged  
th e  Polish a u th o r i t i e s  to in v es t ig a te  a l le g a ­
t io n s  that d e ta in e e s  h a d  b e e n  i l l - t rea ted .



'The rapid political changes under way in the Soviet Union 
have altered the U.S. State D epartm ent assessments o f  the 
h um an  rights situation there. Now, asylum is getting harder to 
come by for those seeking a new life in the U.S.
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Defectors Sergey Bystroff, left, and Igor Yelkov

By HAL BEXNTON
Daily News reporter

Two Sovie t  s ea m en  w ho  defected  lo A l a s ­
ka ar e  losing t h e i r  bids  for a s y lu m  because  
the  federa l  g o v e r n m e n t  says  th ey  failed to 
d em o n s t r a t e  wel l - founded fears  of per secu­
tion.

The re ject ions  a p p e a r  to be based large ly  
on S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  a s sessments  of  an 
im proving  h u m a n  r ights  s i tua t io n  in the  
Sov ie t  Union.

U.S. I m m ig ra t io n  and N a tu ra l i z a t i o n  S e r ­
vice off ic ia ls  declined to  comment ,  but  
official  co r re spond ence supp l i ed  by the  tw o 
men d o cum en t  the  ag e n cy ’s decisions.

Radio  o p e r a t o r  Igor  Ye lk ov  delec ted  last 
Ju ly  a f t e r  he  w a s  a iH if t ed  f rom Dutch  
H a rb o r  to H u m a n a  Hospi t a l  in Anchorage  
suffe r ing f rom s t a b  wounds .  He  c la ims the  
ship-board  a s sa u l t  w a s  the  las t  in a ser ies  of 
h a r a s sm en t  re su l t ing  f rom his refusal  to toe 
the  l ine of seago ing  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o ff i ­
cials.

Motor  o p e r a t o r  Sergey B y s t r o f f  defected 
Nov. 7 in Dutch  Ha rb or ,  c la im ing  to have 
been bad ly  bea te n  whi le  in the  a rmy ,  and  
then per secu ted  on ship  for  h is  ef for ts  to 
pract ice Catho l ic ism.

Both  men say  th ey  face at  least  five yea rs  
of prison if they  a r e  forced to re tu rn  to the 
Soviet  Union.
     >---------------1--------- 1__i___ i-
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T w o  Sovie t  sea men wh o  defected to A las ­
ka ar e  los ing th e i r  b ids  for a s y lu m  because  
tlie ti-deral go v e r n m e n t  s ay s  t h ey  ta i led to 
d em o n s t r a te  wel l - founded fears ol pe r secu­
tion.

The re jec t ions  a p p e a r  to be based largely  
on S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  as se ssm en ts  of an 
im p ro v in g  h u m u n  r ig ht s  s i t u a t io n  in the 
Sovie t  Union.

U S Im m ig ra t io n  and  N a tu r a l i z a t i o n  S e r ­
vice off ic ia ls  declined to com m en t ,  but 
official  co rrespon denc e suppl ied  by the  two 
men do cument  the agency’s decisions.

l tadio  o p e r a t o r  Igor  Ye lk ov  defected  last 
Ju ly  a f t e r  he  w as  a i r l i f ted  f rom  Dutch 
H a r b o r  to H u m a n a  Hos p i t a l  in An chorage 
suffer ing f rom s tab  wo un ds .  He c l a im s the  
ship -board  as sa ul t  w a s  the  last  in a ser ies  of 
h a r a s s m en t  resul t ing  f rom h i s  refusal  to toe 
the  line of seagoing C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  off i ­
cials.

Motor  o p e r a to r  Sergey  B y s t r o f f  defected 
Nov. 7 in Dutch H a rb o r ,  c l a im in g  to have,  
been bad ly  bea te n  whi le  in the  a r m y ,  and 
then per secu ted on  ship  for  his ef for ts  to 
pract ice  Cathol ic ism.

Both  m en  say they  face a t  least  five years  
of pr ison  if they ar e  forced to r e tu rn  to  the  
Sovie t  Union.

"I a m  u s im ple  man .  I w a n t  to live 
w i tho ut  any control  f rom g o v er n m en t ,  o r  
the  KGB o r  a n y b o d y  else,” said B y s t ro f f  in 
a F r id ay  in te rv iew .

The tw o  m en  h ave  been qu ie t ly  res iding 
in an Ancho rage  residence  w h i le  t h e i r  re­
ques ts  a r e  processed.  T hey  ar e  p a r t  of  a 
rap id ly  e x p a n d in g  w a v e  of Sovie t  defectors  
seeking a s y lu m  in t h e  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  i n c lu d ­
ing a Moscow f i lm producer ,  Evgueni  Prolt- 
ho renko,  w ho  defected  in Anchorage on Feb.  
14.

Pro kbore i tko  says  he w as  ha rassed  and 
received dea th  t h r e a t s  for inves t igat ive  re-

Please see Back Page, A S Y L U M
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Evgaeni Prokhorenko, who is waiting in Anchorage for an asylum ruling, holds a videotape he produced in the Soviet l>nion.

Kohl offers Polish border pact
But German leader says Poles must drop any reparation claims
By TERRENCE PETTY
T h e  AssOCiulcCj P i e s s

BONN, West G e r m a n y  -- 
C h a n c e l lo r  H e l m u t  K o h l ' s
i n K f ^ i r n n i i ^ n t  o n  l i ’ r i r l n i i  r\ f

pecia l ly  as ton ished  that  the  
ques t ion  of the  G e r m an  m i ­
no r i ty  has  been b rough t  up. 
We h av e  se t t led  this  m a t t e r ,
a n d  u ' c  k e e n  r n i r  i v n r i l  "

o l l i e i  p r o b l e m s . "
" B u t  i f  t h e  W e s t  G e r m a n  

s i d e  w i s h e s  t o  l o o a d e l l  l l l e S e  
s u b j e c t s ,  w e  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  
p r o b l e m  o f  e o i n n e i i s a t  i o i r .

J .
t '  Ai
I

■■S By STEVE RINEHART
Daily N ew s reporler

Some as sembly  m em ber s ,  
wi th  backing from M ay orHVttn' 1«S til.* h.Mifn mntrmi i/i

day.  Both J o h n  W w d .  w 
is leading the  p r ’V'.-Me • 
sembly group,  a m i  M u m  
pal  Manager  L a r r y  %-rawfo
m - e d i e t e d  t h e r e  n/i-q , . ^ U  b e
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On the edge
A young German peers over a still-standing section of the Berlin Wall near the Brandenburg Gate.

r i g m s  or l ib u e r m u n  n u u o m y  wuuiu  uc 
gu aran teed .

Tho Assocutud Press In the  s t a t e m e n t  de l ivered  b y  Vogel.  Kohl  
aga in  ca reful ly  avoided s t a t i n g  ou t r ig h t  th a t  
a un i t ed  G e r m a n y  w ou ld  n e v e r  lay c l a i m  to 
land ceded to Polund.

ASYLUM : Drastic changes in U.S.S.R. might have affected defectors’ requests
Continued Irom Page A-1

port ing ef for ts  in to  the  Sovie t  fascist  m o ­
ment .  With the  a id  of forged docum en ts  and 
bribes,  he said,  h e  was  able  to b oa rd  an 
Aeroflot  je t  last J a n u a r y  th a t  b ro ugh t  a 
delegation of M agadan officials to An chor­
age. No decis ion has  been mad e on his  case.

More th a n  240 Sovie t  ci tizens sought  
asy lum in the  U n i t ed  S ta tes  las t year,  
near ly  th ree  t imes  the  n u m b e r  of t h e  y ea r  
before.  The tw o  sea m e n  in A laska  ar e  in the 
smal l  m in o r i ty  of Sov ie t s  wh os e  a sy lu m  
requests  w e re  rejected.  In 1089, there  we re  
11 denials ,  co m pared  to  eight in each of  the  
two yea rs  earlier. .

Las t  y ea r ' s  successful  appl icants  included 
two Sov ie t  j o u rn a l i s t s  who defected at  
Li t t le  Diomede.  U n l i k e  the  seamen,  the  
journa l i s t s  m ad e  no c la ims of physica l  h a ­
rassment.  T h e i r  m a i n  com plai n t  w as  t h a t  
they were  unab le  to freely p u r s u e  thc-ir 
careers  in the  Sovie t  Union.

“ In general ,  th is  is no t  a good t ime to be 
seeking I m m ig ra t io n  f rom any place  o the r  
than C h in a ,"  said Dan Ko wa lsk i ,  a Denv er  
u t torney specia l iz ing in im migra t io n  issues.  
Given the  radica l  cha ng es  sweeping throug h 
communi s t  na t ions ,  im m ig ra t io n  officials 
are  much  less l i ke l y  to give credence to 
asylum cla ims,  h e  said.

Peggy B erg sur d ,  an  Anchorage w o m an  
who ass is ts  defectors ,  says  the INS office in 
Anchorage las t  y e a r  began  to reject  a sy lum 
for Polish s eam en  w ho  defected to A laska ,  
and is n o w  m ov ing  aga ins t  the  Sovie t  
seamen.

But  J e r r y  F ickl in ,  an  INS s p o k esm an  in 
Washington,  said,  “ O u r  asy lum pol icy has  
not changed.  We look a t  reques ts  on a 
case-by-case bas is ."

SOVIET ASYLUM REQUESTS
1987-1990

Yeer R e q u es ts Granted Denied

1987 62 32 8
1988 92 43 8
1989 243 109 11
1990 127 56 1

cover only f.ibt iru a u  rttun lh *
I'J-JO  num ber.*

Decisions,  how ever ,  m a y  be  inf luenced by 
m a j o r  shi f t s  in a c o u n t ry ' s  pol i t ica l  sys tem ,  
F ick l in  said.

I m m ig ra t io n  re jec ted  Y e lk o v ’s reques t  in 
a J an .  21 le t t er  sent  by  An chorage Dis tr ic t  
Direc tor  G a r y  Johns on.

“ Al though  there  ar e  p ro b lem s  or  abuses  
in cer ta in  countr ie s ,  inc lud ing  ver y  ser ious  
ones,  tha t  does no t  im p ly  t h a t  all  na t ion al s  
of  those coun tr ie s  are  subjected  to s y s t e m a t ­
ic policies of pe r secu t ion ,"  J o h n s o n  w ro te  in 
exp la in ing  his decision.

Johnson  not i f i ed  Bys t r o ff  on Jan.  22 of an 
i n ten t  to deny a syl um ,  a  s tep  t h a t  precedes  
fo rm a l  not i fica t ion.  J o h n s o n  sa id  his ac tion 
" is  based on a review of h u m a n  r ight s  in the  
U.S.S.R ."  Recent  S ta t e  D e p a r t m e n t  repor ts  
s p e a k  of im p ro v em en t s  in Sov ie t  h u m a n  
r ights.

S ta t e  D e p a r tm en t  off ic ia ls  sa id they  ob ­
ta ined  no in fo rm a t ion  to  ve r i fy  o r  d i spu te  
a n y  of the  c la ims m a d e  in B y s t r o l f ' s  re­
ques t .  But,  in a Dec. 13 l e t t e r  to INS, a S ta t e  
D e p a r tm en t  official  sa id those c la ims failed 
to d em o n s t r a t e  " a  wel l - founded fe ar  of 
per secut ion . . .  on the  bas is  of race,  religion,  
na t ion al i ty ,  m em b e r sh ip  in a p a r t i c u l a r  so ­
cial group, o r  pol i t ica l  o p in io n ."

In F r id ay  in terviews,  both  Sov ie t  sea men

offered accounts of a d a r k  s ide of  life in the  
Sovie t  Union  t h a t  has  cont inued  in t h e  age 
of g lasnost .

U k ra n ia n -b o rn  B ys t ro ff  said his t roubles  
began w h e n  he jo ined the  Red A r m y  in 1985 
and  w a n te d  to con t inu e  to  pract ice  Cath ol i ­
cism.

" I  was  bea te n  w i th  fists an d  a red belt  
bu ckle  w i t h  a red  s tar .  I was  tw o  weeks  in 
the  hosp i ta l .  I h ad  a concussion and b roken  
no se , "  lie w ro te  in a l e t t e r  to im m ig ra t io n  
officials.  “ I was  beaten  because I sa id I 
be l ieve  in God and also  because I am  
U k r a n i a n . "

B y s t r o ff  says  h is religion caused h im  
more  p ro b lem s  ab o a rd  a Sov ie t  process ing 
ship  las t  s u m m er .  He t r ied  to w o rsh ip  wi th  
an  A m er ic an  ' f i she ry  ob se rv e r  who  was  
s t a t ioned  on the  sh ip  to m o n i to r  catches,  he  
said.  The sh ip ' s  com m issa r  — a pol i t ica l  
off icer — w a r n e d  t h a t  unau tho r i zed  contacts  
w i th  the  A m er ic an  would  cause h im  p ro b ­
lems w h e n  he  re tu r n ed  to the Sov ie t  Union,  
B y s t r o f f  said.

When the  ship  pul led  into Dutch  H arbor ,  
Bys t rof f  tu rn ed  him sel f  into the  local police 
s tat ion .

Sibe r ian-born  Y e lkov said he  became  a 
pract ic ing m e m b e r  of the  Russ ian  O r th o d o x  
re ligion whi le  s t a t ioned  in a f i shery  com­
plex on S a k h a l in  Is l and in the  Sovie t  F a r  
Eas t .  He sa id he  had to w or sh ip  secre tly  
because  of his m e m b er sh ip  in a com m un is t  
y ou th  organizat ion.

I l i s pr ob lem s  w i th  the  gov e rnmen t ,  he 
says,  began in 1988, when he refused to join 
the  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y .  " I  said I d i d n ' t  see 
any f u tu re  in the  Com mun is t  P a r t y .  An d 
wi th  g lasnost  an d  peres t ro ika ,  d i d n ' t  see 
any  reason to jo in  the  p a r t y , "  Ye lkov said.

Ye lk ov  sa id  he  then  w as  declared mora l ly

unfi t  for  sea  du ty ,  w i th  i ts  coveted ca lls  at  
foreign por t s .  He  sa id  w a s  ban ished  to  shore  
an d  forced to  pe r fo rm  m e n ia l  tasks ,  he  said,

But  in F e b r u a r y  1989, he got  a second 
chance  a t  sea d u t y  w h e n  an o th e r  rad io  
o p e r a to r  bec am e ill. His  ship  h ea d ed  for 
A lask a  wa te rs ,  w h e re  i t  processed i t s  U.S. 
qu o ta  of f i sh in 10 days ,  then h ea ded  for 
f ishing g roun ds  in i n t e r n a t io n a l  wa te rs .

Yelkov sa i d  he  w a s  a  r in g leade r  o f  the 
d isgrunt led  c r ew m e n  w h o  w an te d  a por t  
call.  In  e a r l y  J u l y  — a f t e r s i x  m o n th s  a t  sea 
— the  ship  f inal ly  reached Dutch H a rb o r .  
Bu t  the  ca p ta in  refused to  a l lo w  shore  leave ,  
according to  Yelkov.

Despi te  th e  ban,  Y e lk o v  sa i d  he w a s  able  
to v is i t  a U.S.  p rocess ing  boat .  When he 
r e tu rned  to his ship,  Y e lk o v  said he  was  
p laced u n d e r  gua rd  an d  accused by th e  ship 
com m issa r  of  sayi ng  bad  th ings  abo ut  p e r e s ­
t ro ika ,  the  r e s t r u c tu r in g  of Sovie t  society.

Ye lkov a l leges  the  c o m m is s a r  s t i r r ed  up 
crew men  to a t t a c k  him.  On the  the  n ig h t  of 
J u l y  6, one c r e w m a n  p u t  a  p i l lo w  in h is face 
wh i le  an o t h e r  s t ab b ed  a t  his abdomen ,  
Ye lkov said.

Ye lkov w a s  t h en  a i r l i f t ed  to H u m a n a  
Ho sp i t a l -Alaska ,  w he re  he  announ ced  his 
defection.

He bea rs  an  8-inch-long sca r  t h a t  reaches 
below his be l t  l ine.

In a F r i d a y  in terv iew ,  J o h n s o n  of the  INS 
ra ised the  po ss ib i l i ty  t h a t  the  s tab  w ou nd  
migh t  h ave  been sel f- inf licted.

" I ' m  not  going to c o m m en t  b u t  there  is a 
case w he re  t h a t  is an i s sue , "  Joh n so n  said.

Even it w a s n ' t  sel f- inf licted,  Joh n so n  said 
it i sn ' t  unusua l  fo r  s ea m e n  to get  s t abbed  in 
fights.

" I  d on ’t m ean  to be d i spa ra g in g  to  sa i l ­
ors, bu t  go out  an d  spend some t ime on the 
w a te r f ro n t , "  J o h n s o n  said .

ATU: Some assembly members want to put sale plan before voters once again
C raw fo rd  sa id the  adminis-  F a u l k n e r  sa id the  propos- Kub i t z  voted to pu t  the  The c o m p an y  an d  o th e r  he t h in k s  the  $400 mil l ion  
( r a i inn  sjili  u/jiniv tn ki-1 l ill h ivaks  an v nrnm- sale on the  bal lo t  lust year ,  sale backe rs  p l ay e d  up t h e  m i n im u m  re q u i r ed  las t  y ea rCofilinuud Irom Paae A-1
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MEMORANDUM
FROM: Loren K. Stanton
TO: Senator Pourchot
DATE: March 5, 1990
RE: ANALYSIS OF SJR 61
NECESSARY background:
Asylees or Refugees are aliens who have established a fear of 
persecution based on religion, nationality, political opinion, or 
membership in a particular social group, if they are returned to, 
or remain in their country of origin. As a result of this fear 
of persecution, aliens are allowed to remain in, or enter the 
United States.
An asylee is an alien who, having made a lawful or undocumented 
entry into the U.S., files an application for asylum which is 
granted, either by the INS or by an Immigration Judge. A refugee 
is an alien who applies for, and is granted permission to enter 
the U.S. as a refugee by an INS office abroad. The determination 
that the refugee has a fear of persecution is made by an 
immigration officer outside the U.S prior to the alien's 
application for entry into the U.S.
Refugee refers only to aliens in the U.S. who have already been 
granted refugee status by an INS office abroad. The word 
"refugee" is commonly used to refer to aliens who have fled from 
their home countries seeking refugee from oppression, 
persecution, or the ravages of war. A person may be applying for 
refugee status at a U.S. border post, or asylum if within the 
U.S., but if their status remains undetermined, they are not yet 
either refugees or asylees as defined by the Immigration and 
Nationality Act.
Please note that "Political Asylum" is a term that is commonly 
used to denote all types of asylum, even though asylum may be 
granted to those fearing persecution because of religious, 
nationality, ethnic origin, or membership of a social group, as 
well as for political opinions and associations.
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POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Whether or not an alien is granted asylee or refugee status is 
often determined by prevailing political considerations. The 
U.S. government will generally deny asylee or refugee status to 
aliens from countries whose governments the U.S. currently 
supports (e.g. Chile, El Salvador, Haiti) on the grounds that 
there is little persecution in those countries.
The Refugee Act of 1980 established a nonideological standard for 
refugee and asylum determinations. In practice, however, it 
remains much less likely that someone fleeing a "friendly11 
country will gain asylum than someone fleeing an "unfriendly," 
especially a Soviet bloc, country.
The Nationals from each of these countries have been treated 
extremely well by the Attorney General and the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) for the last decade. Approval rates 
for Eastern bloc countries have averaged around 40% while 
individuals from countries with overwhelming persecution (e.g.) 
Haiti, El Salvador, and Guatemala) have had a 1% success rate. 
This resolution asks for preferential treatment for people who 
have been receiving preferential treatment for many years. Many 
of the applications that have been approved from Polish, Czech, 
Romanian, and Hungarian nationals have not met the standard of 
proof required for "fear of persecution." Most of these people 
are fleeing economic conditions just as are the nationals of 
Mexico. Think about hockey and tennis players.
One example will be of interest: Not long ago nine Polish
fisherman jumped ship in Alaska and they all applied for and 
received asylum. Only one stated, during the interview period, 
that he had any possibility of persecution for any reason upon 
returning to Poland. His stated reason was that he was one of
100,000 people at a "Solidarity" rally. This was the only rally 
he had attended. All were granted asylum! During the same time 
a young man from El Salvador was interviewed. He had testimony 
and documentation that his wife and babies had been killed by 
army units and he had escaped from those same units after 
extensive torture which he showed to the interviewers. He was 
denied asylum! He later was deported back to El Salvador, where 
a study showed that 30% of those sent back were killed.
This brings me to another point relating to "refoulement." In 
U.S law, "The Attorney General shall not deport or return any 
alien...to a country if the Attorney General determines that such 
alien's life or freedom would be threatened in such country on 
account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a 
particular social group, or political opinion."
It must be noted that WAR, CIVIL DISTURBANCE, and FAMINE, which 
up to 1922, were the MOST IMPORTANT FACTORS for immigrating to 
the U.S., are not a basis for asylee or refugee status.



I appreciate any attempt to get the INS to follow the laws of the 
United States, as they are now! This resolution, as written, 
asks that the INS give preferential treatment to a group of 
people, who under the present laws of this country, were not even 
qualified to enter this country. Additionally, the resolves ask 
for a temporary end to the recognized worldwide qualifications 
and burden of proof needed to prove refugee status. This for 
just a few specific countries. This could be called an amnesty 
for Eastern Europeans.
It would be more appropriate for the legislature to ask that the 
present laws relating to asylum be followed. Specifically, 
nationals from countries such as, Haiti, El Salvador, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Guatemala, and China could be allowed a lesser burden 
of proof because of the difficult conditions there.
Unfortunately, the INS, only looks at the country conditions as a 
starting point for an asylum application. The reason for this is 
that an asylum application is personal. It is for one person 
only. Each applicant must show that the persecution or potential 
persecution is meant for the individual applicant.
When conditions in a country are particularly bad and the 
Attorney General determines that conditions are unsafe for anyone 
to return he may, in his discretion, grant "Extended Voluntary 
Departure" (EVD) status to nationals of that country that are in 
the United States. EVD means that you do not have to leave the 
U.S. One "extends" their voluntary departure, which means they 
stay. During part of the last ten years, Polish nationals have 
benefitted from EVD. Other countries, in worse condition, have 
not been granted EVD status.
The resolution mentions "amnesty." Amnesty was a program that 
has filled volumes of books. The application deadline was 
November 6, 1987. It was a one shot deal. The political energy 
that was needed to enact the Immigration Reform and Control Act 
of 1986, of which amnesty was a part, cannot be recreated.
Additional subjects: New legal immigration bill, Hong Kong,
interdiction.
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My comments on and contributions to SJR 61.
First whereas: comments above on appropriate countries.

delete the words "and freedom"Second whereas:
Third whereas:

Fourth whereas:
Fifth whereas:

delete entirely, insert "country conditions 
are in upheaval"
delete

Sixth whereas:
OK
This is OK, however, it should be known that 
no asylee can be forced to live in a 
particular scate and because of this Alaska 
cannot be designated a refugee for 
immigrants.

Seventh whereas: Same analysis as above. Additionally, if
this resolution goes forward "as is" the word sanctuary must be 
changed to refuge or some other word. The INS has for over a 
decade been fighting a battle against "The Sanctuary Movement" 
and they despise the word and the sentiment behind it. The 
sanctuary movement actively worked to have immigrants stay in the 
country illegally. These nationals did not receive asylum and 
should have.
In the resolves:
Line 27 delete "from foreign countries" where else? 

delete the rest of number (1)
Page 2

Section (2) (A) delete "Eastern Bloc"
Section (2) (B) delete because this would be to ignore

the world wide acceptable standard for granting asylum, one must 
always take into account the "country conditions" as they are not 
as the were or as you would like them to be.

(i) because it offers preferential treatment for some 
countries

(ii) because it follows the preferential aatment above 
however I believe that asylum should ne -.voked

Section (C) delete "amnesty or' are over and an
additional note, asylum is not granted on general "humanitarian 
grounds" and delete starting with "and who..." on line 15



Generally, I want to know why the United States should allow 
persons to continue to come from a country or countries where 
conditions are much better than they were and are going to get 
even better? We cannot just ignore that the Solidarity 
Government in Poland is now a "friendly" government. EVD status 
and special amnesty status were realized for Polish nationals in 
the last decade when there were 14 million refugees in the world 
that have much more pressing cases for humanitarian treatment. 
This includes over 56,000 Vietnamese in camps or "jail" in Hong 
Kong and hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans and Guatemalans who 
qualify for refugee or EVD status and have been turned away. If 
Alaska is concerned, let us be concerned about equal treatment 
and justice. Let us ask the INS for impartial and equitable 
treatment for all nationalities.




