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Attached are letters  from Alaska Super ior  Court Judge Roger 
Pegues and Alaska Court System Ad m in is t r a t iv e  Di r e c t o r  Arthur 
Snowden, I I  i n  support of an amendment to SJR 51.

I  HAVE SUGGESTED TO BOTH GENTLEMEN THAT I  MAY SEEK AN 
AMENDMENT TO THIS MEASURE WHICH WOULD INCLUDE THE COMPENSATION OF 
JUSTICES AND JUDGES AS PART OF THE PROPOSED COMMISSION'S 
AUTHORITY.

I  THOUGHT YOU WOULD APPRECIATE COPIES OF THESE LETTERS AS 
PART OF THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE DELIBERATIONS ON THIS MATTER.

D is t r ic t  C
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j&tnh nf ̂ laska

ARTHUR H. SNOWDEN IIADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

303 " K "  STREET 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

99501 (907) 274-861 I

J a n u a r y  26, 1990

S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
R o o m  119, C a p i t o l  
P. 0. B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ea r S e n a t o r  Duncan:

As  a f o l l o w  u p  to  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as to y o u r  l e t t e r  of 
J a n u a r y  16, 1990 to J u d g e  P e g ues, t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  w o u l d  v e r y
m u c h  l i k e  to i n c l u d e  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  C o m p e n s a t i o n  of E l e c t e d  
O f f i c i a l s .

T h a n k  y o u  for s u g g e s t i n g  the a m e n d m e n t  to S J R  51. If y o u  h a v e  
a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  j u d i c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me.

A H S : b h

^TOihTsH-i-~Siiowden, 11 
d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Dir ec to r

, iqqQ
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C h am b e rs  of 
R O D G E R  W . P E G U E S , J udge

Superior (Court
S ta te  o f A  la s  ha

F IR S T  J U D IC IA L  D IS T R IC T  
D IM O N D  C O U R T H O U S E  

P .O . B O X  U 
J U N EA U , A LA SKA  99811-4100

R E C E I V E R - ^  2 5 1390'

(907) 463-4742

J a n u a r y  22, 1990

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J i m  D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1 - 3 1 0 0  

D e a r  ^Sejxai^or— D  u n c a n r

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  p r o m p t  and f a v o r a b l e  r e p l y  to m y  l e t t e r  
o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  230.

I r e f e r r e d  y o u r  i n q u i r y  a b o u t  i n c l u d i n g  j u d g e s  and j u s t i c e s  
in y o u r  S J R  51 to A r t  S n o w d e n .  I u n d e r s t a n d  he a p p r o v e s  of the 
idea, a n d  I a m  p l e a s e d  to  s a y  t h a t  I agree.

S i n c e r e l y  yo u r s ,

R o d g e r  W. P e g u e s  
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e
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Economic

TO: Senator Pat Pourchot 
Cha ir
State (Af fa ir s  Committee

FROM:
REGARDS:
DATE: January , 9, 1990

I  WOULD APPRECIATE THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE HEARING DATE FOR SJR 51
the State Af fa ir s  Comm ittee .
SJR 51 SEEKS AN AMENDMENT OF THE ALASKA CONSTITUTION TO ESTABLISH 
A COMMISSION CHARGED WITH SETTING THE LEVEL OF COMPENSATION FOR
Alaska 's elected  o f f i c i a l s .
Under terms of t h i s  measure , a f i v e  member Comm iss ion  on 
Compensation of Elected Of f i c i a l s  would set  the s a l a r i e s ,
BENEFITS, PER DIEM AND ALLOWANCES OF THE GOVERNOR, LIEUTENANT
Governor and and members of the Leg is la tu r e . Ret ir ement  b en e f it s
ARE NOT IMPACTED BY THIS MEASURE. I f APPROVED THIS SESSION BY
the Leg is la tu r e , the proposed const itu t ional  amendment would 
appear on November 's General Elect ion  Ballot .
Comm iss ion  members are appo inted  to s i x  year staggered terms by 
the Governor and conf irmed by the Leg islature  under prov is io n s  of 
the b i l l . The Governor must appo int  members regardless of
POLITICAL AFFILIATION AND THE LEGISLATURE MAY ESTABLISH OTHER 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR COMMISSION MEMBERS. THE BILL FORBIDS 
EMPLOYMENT BY THE STATE OF ALASKA DURING A COMMISSIONER'S TERM OF 
OFFICE OR HOLDING ELECTIVE STATE OFFICE DURING THE TERM OR WITHIN 
ONE YEAR AFTER EXPIRATION OF THE TERM.
Other prov is ions  of the b i l l  in clude  call ing  for an order of the
COMMISSION TO TAKE EFFECT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE NEXT STATE OF
Alaska F i s c a l  Year ; requ ir ing  the comm iss ion  to conduct a publ ic
HEARING BEFORE ISSUING AN ORDER CHANGING THE LEVEL OF 
COMPENSATION; AND REQUIRING A REVIEW OF COMPENSATION LEVELS AT 
LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS, BUT NOT MORE THAN ONCE A YEAR.
I  FEEL CURRENT CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ARE FLAWED. DELEGATES 
TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION DEBATED THIS MATTER EXTENSIVELY 
AND AGREED ON AN ANNUAL SALARY, BUT FAILED TO ESTABLISH THE 
AMOUNT OF PAY OR A FORMULA FOR CALCULATING IT  IN THE
Co n s t i t u t io n . Th is  om iss ion  created the s it u a t io n  we have now 
where the Leg islature  sets i t s  own level of compensat ion . Th is  
const itu t ional  amendment prov ides  a more appropr iate  v e h i c l e .
Your k in d  cons iderat ion  of t h i s  request i s  most a p p r e c ia t ed .
------------------------------------------------------------------D is t r ic t  C  — --------
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C O N T IN U A T IO N  O f  F I S C A L  NOTE  A N A L Y S IS

F o r  B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  SJR 51

However, these costs are b a s e d  on the a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  all 
c a n d i d a t e s  and issues will fit on t hr e e b a ll ot  cards, w h i c h  is the 
norm. It s h o u l d  be noted, h o w e v e r  that s ho u ld  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of 
th is  is s ue  r e q u i r e  a 4th b a l l o t  to be printed, the c o s t  i n c r e a s e  
w o u l d  h a v e  to b e  c a l c u l a t e d  at 16 c e n ts  per b a l l o t  x  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

' 3 2 0 , 0 0 0  voters. The total cost of p r i n t i n g  the a d d i t i o n a l  b a l l o t  
c a r d  w o u l d  be $51.2

U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  the fiscal note wo ul d be:

53.4



Ch. 121 Ch . 124 Temporary and Special Acts 
C H APTER  124

Ch . 124

stic and Foreign Which the Act
grossed (title am))
Alaska:i of Acts., 1987 for the tax or subsequent tax
>ved:'June 7,1986 iptember 5, 1986
he Alaska Code 3 Relating to Its ive Date.

(HB 307)Uaska:ition of Acts.lendment to AS public members ntinue until the re appointed.irdance with AS
/ed: June 8,1986 e: June 9, 1986

*

AN ACT Relating to Compensation of State Officers; Establish­ing a Commission on Compensation of State Officers; andProviding for an Effective Date. (SCS CSHB 454 (Fin)) Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Alaska:Secs. 1—6. Permanent laws. See Table of Disposition of Acts.Sec. 7. Notwithstanding AS 39.05.055(5) and AS 39.23.200, one of the initial members appointed to the commission shall serve a one- year term, two members shall serve two-year terms, two members shall serve three-year terms, and two members shall serve four-year terms.Sec. 8. Notwithstanding the time limit imposed by AS 39.23.240, enacted by sec. 4 and amended by sec. 5 of this Act, the commission shall submit its first final report to the legislature by January 10, 1987.Sec. 9. AS 39.23.250, as enacted by sec. 4 of this Act, and sec. 5 of this Act take effect on the effective date of an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska creating a State Officers Compen­sation Commission.Sec. 10. AS 39.23.200 — 39.23.240 and 39.23.260 — 39.23.400, as enacted by sec. 4 of this Act, and secs, 7 and 8 of this Act take effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.070(c).Sec. 11. Sections 1 — 3 of this Act take effect January 19, 1987.Sec. 12. AS 24.10.100 and 24.10.105 are repealed and sec. 6 of this Act takes effect on the effective date of recommendations of the State Officer’s Compensation Commission under AS 39.23.240(d) as amended by sec. 5 of this Act, setting the compensation of legislators.Approved: June 8,1986 Effective: AS 39.23.250, as enacted by section 4, and sections 5 and 6 are conditional; AS 39.23.200 — 39.23.240 and 39.23.260 — 39.23.400, as enacted by section 4, and
45
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D o n n a  C .  W i l l a r d ,  Chairman, Anchorage .....................................................................  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 2
( B u s i n e s s  E x e c u t i v e  M e m b e r )

C e c e l i a  A .  A n g a s a n ,  Dillingham ..................................................................................................... J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 9
( P u b l i c  M e m b e r )

D o n a l d  A r g e t s i n g e r ,  Kotzebue ............................................................................................................. J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 0
( P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  M e m b e r )

B r y a n  E  B o r j e s s o n ,  Fairbanks  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 2
( P u b l i c  M e m b e r )

G a r y  A .  B r o o k s ,  Palmer    J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 9
( L a b o r  M e m b e r )

S u s a n  T a y l o r  B u c h a n a n ,  Anchorage  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 0
( P u b l i c  M e m b e r )

K a t h l e e n  L .  W a k e f i e l d ,  Juneau.......................................................................................................... J u l y  1 ,  1 9 9 1
( N o n - p a r t i s a n  V o t e r  O r g a n i z a t i o n )
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  O f f i c e r s '  
C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .

ionna C. W i l l a r d .  C h a i r m a n

D o n a l d  A r g e t s i n g e r
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e  S t a t e  O f f i c e r s ’  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 ° 3 6  ( C h a p t e r  1 2 4 ,  S L A  1 9 8 6 ) .  I t  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  
b y  t h e  C o v e r -  u  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  N o  c u r r e n t  S t a t e  o r  m u n i c i p a l  
e m p l o y e e  o r  o f f i c i a l  m a y  s e r v e  o n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m u s t  i n c l u d e  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  l a b o r ,  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o f  a  n o n - p a r t i s a n  v o t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o n e  b u s i n e s s  e x e c u t i v e  a n d  o n e  p e r s o n  w i t h  e x ­
p e r i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s t a g g e r e d  f o u r - y e a r  
t e r m s .  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  t r a v e l  a n d  p e r  d i e m  f o r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  C o m ­
m i s s i o n  m e e t i n g s .  M e m b e r s  m a y  a l s o  r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m  f o r  w o r k  d o n e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  u p o n  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C h a i r m a n .  T h e y  d o  n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y  o t h e r  f o r m  o f  
c o m p e n s a t i o n .

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  O f f i c e r s ’  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  r e v i e w i n g  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r s  i n  A l a s k a .  
I t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  a r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  T i t l e  3 9  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a s  e n a c t e d  
b y  C h a p t e r  1 2 4 ,  S e s s i o n  L a w s  o f  A l a s k a  1 9 8 6 ,  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  J u n e  8 ,  1 9 8 6 .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e v i e w  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  
e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s .  T h e  f i r s t  s u c h  r e v i e w  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  1 9 8 7 .  I n  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  
c o m m e n c e d  i t s  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  b e n e f i t s  a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  o f  t h e  j u s t i c e s  a n d  
j u d g e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t  s y s t e m .  W h i l e  t h u s  e n g a g e d ,  i t  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  a  r e v i e w  o f  
t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  b e n e f i t s  p a i d  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
a l s o  a p p r o p r i a t e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c o m i t a n t  w o r k l o a d ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d i d  n o t  i s s u e  
a  r e p o r t  i n  F Y  1 9 8 8 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  m a n d a t e d  b y  l a w ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n d u c t e d  i t s  
s e c o n d  r e v i e w  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s .  T h u s ,  t h i s  R e p o r t  i n c l u d e s  a n a l y s e s  a n d  r e c o m m e n ­
d a t i o n s  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  b r a n c h e s  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  p e r c e i v e s  i t s  r o l e  a s  a  , c u t r a l  o n e :  t o  d e v e l o p  r e c o m m e n d a ­
t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  a n  o b j e c t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  w h a t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
i n h e r e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  
b r a n c h e s  a n d  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s .

G i v e n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  a d v i s o r y  f u n c t i o n ,  i t  i s  l e f t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o n ­
s i d e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e  a s  i t  d e c i d e s  w h e t h e r  t o  e n a c t  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e -  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  O F F I C E

T h e  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r ,  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  
S t a t u t e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  s o m e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  
s p e l l e d  o u t  b o t h  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a n d  i n  d e p a r t m e n t a l  p o l i c i e s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b a s i c  m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  m u s t  r u n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  o f f i c e  i n  b o t h  p r i m a r y  a n d  g e n e r a l
e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  e a c h  p a r t y  f o r  g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  w h o  r e c e i v e
t h e  h i g h e s t  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e s  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  b e c o m e  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  s l a t e  i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .

A. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS___________________
A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  A J a s k a  S t a t u t e s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i n i m u m  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m e t  b y  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a :
1 .  B e  a t  l e a s t  3 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e ;
2 .  B e  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e ;
3 .  H a v e  b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  

f i l i n g  f o r  o f f i c e ;
4 .  H a v e  b e e n  a  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s .

T h e  s a m e  m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s e t  o u t  f o r  g o v e r n o r  a p p l y  t o  l i e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r .

T h e  o n l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  m a n d a t e d  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i s  t h a t  
t h e y  s h a l l  b e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s .  H o w e v e r ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  s o m e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  s u c h  a s  E d u c a t i o n ,  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s . 1 A l l  n o m i n e e s  
f o r  t h e  p o s t  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  e x c e p t  t h e  C o m ­
m i s s i o n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

B. OTHER REQUIREMENTS________________________
A d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  m a y  b e  i m p o s e d  a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  
l e v e l .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e  a r e  b o t h  o v e r s e e n  b y  b o a r d s  w h o s e  m e m b e r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
a n d  c o n f i r m e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e s e  b o a r d s  p l a y  a  d i r e c t  r o l e  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s e l e c t s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e l y  m a n d a t e d  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  b o a r d  p o l i c y .  T h e  c a n d i d a t e  s e l e c t e d  i s  a p ­
p r o v e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  b m  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n .  T h e  C o m m i s -

1 . Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  A S  1 4 . 0 7 . 1 4 5 .
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s i o n e r  o f  F i s h  ; m d  G a m e  i s  a l s o  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  c o m b i n e d  b o a r d s  o f  F i s h  a n d  o f  
G a m e ,  b u t  t h i s  c h o i c e  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f o r m a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  o f f i c e ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  i s  t h e  
p r i m a r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a p ­
p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  m u s t  m e e t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i c h  t h e  G o v e r n o r  f e e l s  t o  b e  
i m p o r t a n t .  A s i d e  f r o m  s o m e  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  o f  e x p e r t i s e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
p a r t i c u l a r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u c h  c r i t e r i a  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  
a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d e a l  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .
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R E S P O N S IB I L I T I E S

A. THE GOVERNOR_____________________________
A s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  I I I ,  S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  S e c t i o n  1 6  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a i t h f u l  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s .  S e c ­
t i o n  1 7  e m p o w e r s  h i m  t o  c o n v e n e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  e i t h e r  o n e  H o u s e  o r  t h e  t w o  H o u s e s  
i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n ,  w h e n e v e r  h e  c o n s i d e r s  i t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  S e c t i o n  1 8  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  g i v e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  s e s s i o n  a n d  t o  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  h e  c o n ­
s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

S e c t i o n  1 9  d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a s  C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f  o f  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  
o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  w h i l e  S e c t i o n  2 0  e n a b l e s  h i m  t o  p r o c l a i m  m a r t i a l  l a w .  S e c t i o n  2 1  e m ­
p o w e r s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  g r a n t  c e r t a i n  p a r d o n s ,  c o m m u t a t i o n s  a n d  r e p r i e v e s .  S e c ­
t i o n  2 3  e n a b l e s  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t o  m a k e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
b r a n c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  i n  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  f u n c t i o n s  a m o n g  i t s  u n i t s  w h i c h  h e  
f e e l s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  S e c t i o n  2 4  s t a t e s  t h a t  e a c h  p r i n c i p a l  
d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .

B. THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR___________________
A s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  I I I ,  S e c t i o n  7  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r ­
n o r  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  s u c h  d u t i e s  a s  m a y  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w  a n d  a s  m a y  b e  d e l e g a t e d  
t o  h i m  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  T o  d a t e ,  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e l e c t i o n s ;  c u s t o d y  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  s e a l ;  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J o u r n a l ;  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  a n d  
t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  a u t h e n t i c a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  N o t a r y  P u b l i c  c o m m i s s i o n s ;  
s u b m i s s i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t s ;  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  s e v e r a l  s t a t e  
b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s ;  a n d  s t a n d i n g  i n  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a s  r e q u i r e d .

C. COMMISSIONERS _______ ________________
A s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  I I I ,  S e c t i o n  2 5  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  e a c h  
p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  a  s i n g l e  e x e c u t i v e  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  
T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e a c h  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a r e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  
g o v e r n i n g  e a c h  a g e n c y .
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O F  E X E C U T I V E  B R A N C H

S e n i o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  c o n t a i n e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s ,  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  a v o i d  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ’ s  
t o p  p o l i c y  m a k e r s .

A r t i c l e  I I I ,  S e c t i o n  6  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  
n o t  h o l d  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o f i t  i n  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  i n  a n y  
p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n .

A l a s k a ’ s  C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  L a w ,  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  
l a w ,  r e q u i r e s  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  d e t a i l e d  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r ­
n o r ,  h e a d  o r  d e p u t y  h e a d  o f ,  o r  d i r e c t o r  o f  a  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  a  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  e x ­
e c u t i v e  b r a n c h ,  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  b o a r d s  o r  c o m ­
m i s s i o n s . 1 S t a t e m e n t s  a r e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n  w i t h i n  3 0  
d a y s  o f  t a k i n g  a n  o a t h  o f  o f f i c e  a n d ,  t h e r e a f t e r ,  b y  A p r i l  1 5  o f  e a c h  y e a r .

T h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a  s w o r n  d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  d e t a i l s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  
o f f i c i a l ’ s ,  a n d  h i s  o r  h e r  f a m i l y ’ s ,  r e p o r t a b l e  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r i o r  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r .  I t  m u s t  i n c l u d e  a l l  s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o m e  o r  c a p i t a l  g a i n s  o v e r  $ 1 0 0  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  
t h a t  p e r i o d  b y  t h e  o f f i c i a l ,  h i s  o r  h e r  s p o u s e  a n d  e a c h  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d  o r  n o n - d e p e n d e n t  
c h i l d  w h o  r e s i d e s  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  a n  o f f i c i a l ,  o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r ,  a r e  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  o r  h o l d  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t o c k  i n  a  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  
t h e y  m u s t  d i s c l o s e  a l l  c l i e n t s  a n d  c u s t o m e r s  f r o m  w h o m  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 0 0  w a s  r e c e i v e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  f o r  w h o m  c l i e n t  e x e m p t i o n  i s  r e ­
q u e s t e d .

F o r  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  o f f i c i a l s  m u s t  a l s o  d e t a i l  t h e  i d e n t i t y ,  l o c a t i o n  a n d  n a t u r e  
o f  e a c h  b u s i n e s s  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  o r  s h e  o r  
a n  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  w a s  e n g a g e d ;  s h o w  t h e  i d e n t i t y  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  e a c h  i n ­
t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  o p t i o n s  t o  b u y ;  d e s c r i b e  e a c h  t r u s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  p e n s i o n  
a n d  p r o f i t - s h a r i n g  a c c o u n t s  a n d  K e o g h  p l a n s ,  o r  f i d u c i a r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  d i s c l o s e  a l l  l o a n s ,  
l o a n  g u a r a n t e e s  o r  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  o v e r  $ 5 0 0 ;  r e v e a l  a l l  c o n t r a c t s  o f f e r e d ,  b i d  o r  
h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  o r  i t s  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ;  a n d  d e t a i l  
a l l  l e a s e s  o r  o f f e r s  t o  l e a s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

C e r t a i n  e x e m p t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  
L a w  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  d i s c l o s u r e  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  l a w

s. A S  39.50 et seq.
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a n d  w o u l d  s u b j e c t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t o  c r i m i n a l  a n d  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s .
F a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  L a w  c a n  r e s u l t  

i n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  f i n e s  t o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
f o r  r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  l o s s  o f  r e m u n e r a t i o n  a n d  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  f o r  f u r t h e r  c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n .

M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  A l a s k a  E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  E t h i c s  A c t  o f  1 9 8 6  m a n d a t e d  a d ­
d i t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  s e n i o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  b o t h  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  
t h e i r  t e r m s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t . 3 A s i d e  f r o m  s t a t i n g  o b v i o u s  e t h i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  s u c h  a s  m i s u s e  
o f  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ;  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  i m p r o p e r  g i f t s ;  i m p r o p e r  u s e  o r  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n ;  i m p r o p e r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  S t a t e  g r a n t s ,  c o n t r a c t s ,  l e a s e s  o r  l o a n s ;  a n d  i m p r o p e r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  A c t  p l a c e s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  o u t s i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  d u r i n g  s t a t e  s e r v i c e  
a s  w e l l  a s  o n  e m p l o y m e n t  a f t e r  a n  e x e c u t i v e  h a s  l e f t  s t a t e  s e r v i c e ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  O u t s i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  r e s t r i c t e d ,  ( a )  A  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e  m a y  n o t  r e n d e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  
b e n e f i t  a  p e r s o n a l  o r  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  o r  e n g a g e  i n  o r  a c c e p t  e m p l o y m e n t  o u t s i d e  
t h e  a g e n c y  w h i c h  t h e  e m p l o y e e  s e r v e s ,  i f  t h e  o u t s i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  o r  s e r v i c e  i s  i n ­
c o m p a t i b l e  o r  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  d i s c h a r g e  o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s .

( b )  A  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e  r e n d e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  e m p l o y ­
m e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  e m p l o y e e ’ s  a g e n c y  s h a l l  r e p o r t ,  b y  J u l y  1 o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  o u t s i d e  
s e r v i c e s  o r  e m p l o y m e n t  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e e ’ s  d e s i g n a t e d  s u p e r v i s o r .  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  
a n y  c h a n g e  i n  a n  e m p l o y e e ’ s  o u t s i d e  s e r v i c e  o r  e m p l o y m e n t  a c t i v i t y  m u s t  b e  r e p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  s u p e r v i s o r  a s  i t  o c c u r s . 4

2 .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  e m p l o y m e n t  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  s t a t e  s e r v i c e .  A  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r  w h o  l e a v e s  
s t a t e  s e r v i c e  m a y  n o t ,  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  s t a t e  s e r v i c e ,  r e p r e s e n t ,  a d v i s e ,  o r  
a s s i s t  a  p e r s o n  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  m a t t e r  t h a t  w a s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  s e r v e d  b y  t h a t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  o f f i c e r  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n .  F o r  
t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  “ m a t t e r ”  i n c l u d e s  a  c a s e ,  p r o c e e d i n g ,  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
c o n t r a c t ,  o r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  p r o p o s a l  o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  b i l l s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s ,  o r  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
m e a s u r e s ;  o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  o r  a d o p t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s . 5

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t o p  e x e c u t i v e s  i n  s t a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t  d o  n o t  d e r i v e  s o  m u c h  f r o m  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  f r o m  t h e  n e e d  t o  p u t  p e r s o n a l  
c a r e e r s  “ o n  h o l d ”  f o r  a n  u n s p e c i f i e d  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s i t y ,  i n  
m o s t  c a s e s ,  t o  m o v e  t o  J u n e a u .  U n l i k e  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h ,  t h e  p o s t s  o f  g o v e r n o r ,  l i e u t e ­
n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a r e  n o t  s e e n  a s  c a r e e r  j o b s .  A  g o v e r n o r  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r  m a y  n o t  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  c o m p l e t e  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s ,  w h i l e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  
s e r v e  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  f r e q u e n t l y  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  f u l l  t e r m .

U n l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  a c c r u e d  t i m e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m ,

*. AS 39.52 et seq. \ AS 39.52.170.’. AS 39.52.180.
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i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  r e a l i z e  s u c h  b e n e f i t s  i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .  F u r t h e r ­
m o r e ,  w h i l e  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  
t o  f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  a d v a n t a g e ,  o t h e r s  m a y  f i n d  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  w h i c h  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  h a s  
i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  c a r e e r s  t o  b e  m o r e  t h a n  o f f s e t t i n g .



E X E C U T I V E  B R A N C H  

S A L A R I E S  A N D  B E N E F I T S

A. SALARIES
T h e  c u r r e n t  s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a v e  
b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  s i n c e  1 9 8 5 .  T h e y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

S i n c e  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n d  a l l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  b a s e d  i n  
J u n e a u ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ,  w h o  i s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
M i l i t a r y  a n d  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  a n d  w h o  i s  b a s e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  n o  t o p  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  e m p l o y e e s  o f t h e  S t a t e  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h o u r s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n n u a l  
l e a v e ,  s i c k  l e a v e ,  o v e r t i m e ,  c o m p e n s a t o r y  t i m e  a n d  t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  
a  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y ,  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r  d i e m  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a r e  f o l l o w e d  
a s  c l o s e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  h a v e  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  a n d  i n  s t a t e  g r o u p  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n s . 7

T h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  v e h i c l e  a n d  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  w i t h  s t a f f ,  
i n  J u n e a u  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e r m  o f  h i s  o f f i c e .  T h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s  M a n s i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  
a  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  r e c e i v e s  i t s  o w n  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t .  T h o s e  f u n d s  a r e  u t i l i z e d  
f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  u p k e e p  o f  t h e  M a n s i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  f o r m a l  e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t  e x p e n s e s . *6. In an apparent dispute between the executive and legislative branches, the salaries of governor and lieutenant governor were frozen in 1985. Although a raise was accorded in 1983, to the amounts currently being paid, no salary increase was granted in 1985 when other executive and judicial compensation was raised. Thus, while in prior years, the Gover­nor’s salary was equal to that of a supreme court justice, that parity was destroyed in 1985 when the judicial salaries, but not the gubernatorial salary, were raised.7. AS 39.20.060.'. The Commission estimated that the perquisites of office, or intangible benefits, accruing to the Governor, amounted to approximately 530,000 per year.

1. Governor....................
2. Lieutenant Governor
3. Commissioners.........

,$81,6486
$76,188
$ 7 7 , 3 0 4 ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  S t e p  E ,

R a n g e  2 8  o f  t h e  s a l a r y  
s c h e d u l e  i n  A S  3 9 . 2 7 . 0 1 1 ( a )  
f o r  J u n e a u .

B. BENEFITS



a n d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  b e n e f i t s  a s  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n d  o t h e r
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .  U n l i k e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a l s o  r e c e i v e  p e r s o n a l  l e a v e  b e n e f i t s .  T h e  v a r i o u s  b e n e f i t s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  R e t i r e m e n t
A l l  p e r m a n e m  f u l l - t i m e  a n d  p a r t - t i m e ,  d e f i n e d  a s  p e r s o n s  w h o  w o r k  t w e n t y  
o r  m o r e  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k ,  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s ’  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  ( P E R S ) .  E l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  a r e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  P E R S ,  
u n l e s s  a  w r i t t e n  w a i v e r  i s  f i l e d .  E m p l o y e e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  6 . 7 5  p e r ­
c e n t  o f  a l l  s a l a r y ,  w i t h  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  f i r e m e n  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a  h i g h e r  
p e r c e n t a g e .  T h e  S t a t e ,  a s  e m p l o y e r ,  m u s t  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e  b a l a n c e  n e e d e d  t o  p a y  
f u t u r e  b e n e f i t s .  D u r i n g  F Y  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  S t a t e  m u s t  c o n t r i b u t e  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  9 . 3 8  
p e r c e n t  o f  e a c h  e m p l o y e e ’ s  s a l a r y .

S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  P E R S  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  p a i d - u p  
y e a r s  o f  c r e d i t a b l e  P E R S  s e r v i c e .  F o r  p e r s o n s  t e r m i n a t i n g  s t a t e  s e r v i c e ,  c o n ­
t r i b u t i o n s  m u s t  b e  l e f t  i n  t h e  P E R S  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e m  t o  s t a y  v e s t e d .  P e r s o n s  
m e e t i n g  t h e  m i n i m u m  P E R S  s e r v i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  w h o  w e r e  f i r s t  h i r e d  
u n d e r  t h e  P E R S  b e f o r e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 6  c a n  r e t i r e  a t  a g e  5 5  f o r  n o r m a l ,  o r  a g e  
5 0  f o r  e a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t .  T h o s e  h i r e d  a f t e r  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 6  c a n  r e t i r e  a t  a g e  6 0  
f o r  n o r m a l ,  o r  a g e  5 5  f o r  e a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t .

B e n e f i t s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  a p p l y i n g  a  p e r c e n t a g e  m u l t i p l i e r  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  m o n ­
t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  i . e . ,  a d d i n g  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  e a r n e d  d u r i n g  a n  e m p l o y e e ’ s  
t h r e e  h i g h e s t  c o n s e c u t i v e  p a y r o l l  y e a r s  a n d  d i v i d i n g  t h e  t o t a l  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  m o n t h s  w o r k e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  t i m e s  a n  e m p l o y e e ’ s  P E R S  s e r ­
v i c e .  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  m u l t i p l i e r ,  f o r  m e m b e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  
f i r e m e n ,  i s  2  p e r c e n t  p e r  y e a r  f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e  e a r n e d  u p  t o  1 0  y e a r s .  F o r  s e r v i c e  
e a r n e d  a f t e r  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  m u l t i p l i e r  r i s e s  t o  2 . 2 5  p e r c e n t  f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e  
o v e r  1 0  y e a r s  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s ,  a n d  2 . 5  p e r c e n t  f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e  o v e r  2 0  
y e a r s .

2 .  S u p p l e m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s
T h e  S u p p l e m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s  S y s t e m  ( S B S )  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  i n  
l i e u  o f  t h o s e  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  S t a t e  
w i t h d r e w .  E m p l o y e e s  c o n t r i b u t e  6 . 1 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  s a l a r y ,  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  a n  e q u a l  a m o u n t .  E a c h  e n r o l l e e  h a s  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  s e l e c t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  b e n e f i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i s a b i l i t y  b e n e f i t s ,  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e ,  s u p p l e m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e  o r  a n n u i t i e s  f r o m  h i s  o r  h e r  S B S  a c c o u n t .

T h e s e  b e n e f i t s  c a n  b e  t a i l o r e d  t o  m e e t  a n  e m p l o y e e ’ s  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s .  U p o n  
r e t i r e m e n t ,  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  b a l a n c e  i n  a n  S B S  a c c o u n t ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  p r i n ­
c i p a l  a n d  i n t e r e s t ,  b e c o m e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  e m p l o y e e  o r  h i s  o r  h e r  b e n e f i c i a r y .

3 .  P e r s o n a l  L e a v e
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r s o n a l  l e a v e  w h i c h  i s  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  
a n d  v a c a t i o n  l e a v e .  T h i s  d i f f e r s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s
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w h o  h a v e  s e p a r a t e  s i c k  l e a v e  a n d  a n n u a l  l e a v e  e n t i t l e m e n t s .

P e r s o n a l  l e a v e  e n t i t l e m e n t  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e d  o n  a  4 0  h o u r  w o r k  w e e k  a n d  
o n  y e a r s  o f  e l i g i b l e  s t a t e  s e r v i c e .  A  c o m m i s s i o n e r  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  1 6  h o u r s  p e r  
m o n t h l y  p a y  p e r i o d  i f  h e  o r  s h e  h a s  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ;  1 8  h o u r s  
p e r  p a y  p e r i o d  f o r  t w o  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ;  2 0  h o u r s  p e r  p a y  p e r i o d  i f  h e  
o r  s h e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ;  a n d  2 4  h o u r s  
p e r  p a y  p e r i o d  i f  h e  o r  s h e  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .

T h u s ,  a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  a  c o m m i s s i o n e r  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r s o n a l  l e a v e  
o f  2 7  d a y s  p e r  y e a r  a n d  a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  h e  o r  s h e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  3 0  d a y s  p e r  y e a r .

O n c e  a  c o m m i s s i o n e r  t e r m i n a t e s  h i s  o r  h e r  s e r v i c e ,  a c c r u e d  p e r s o n a l  l e a v e  m a y  
b e  c a s h e d  o u t .  I f  a  c o m m i s s i o n e r  t r a n s f e r s  t o  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  l e a v e  
m a y  a l s o  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i f  t h e  n e w  p o s i t i o n  d i v i d e s  l e a v e  i n t o  s i c k  
a n d  a n n u a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  a c c r u e d  p e r s o n a l  t i m e  i s  a l l o c a t e d  a m o n g  t h e  t w o .

4. Health Insurance
A l l  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  
p l a n  w h i c h  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s .  A l s o ,  l i k e  o t h e r  s t a t e  
e m p l o y e e s ,  t h e y  m a y  a l s o  e l e c t  t o  r e c e i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  
u n d e r  t h e  S t a t e ’ s  S u p p l e m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s  S y s t e m .

5. Leave W ithout Pay
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r s o n a l  l e a v e ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  m a y  t a k e  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  p a y .  P e r ­
m i s s i o n  t o  t a k e  s u c h  l e a v e  m u s t  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n o r ’ s  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f .
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C O M P A R I S O N  

W I T H  O T H E R  S T A T E S

— ---------------------------------- V .-------------------------- ---------------

A. SALARIES   _____
S t a t e  O f f i c e r s ’  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  s t a f f  c o n t a c t e d  e a c h  s t a t e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  c u r r e n t  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a l  t o  c o m p a r e  
t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r s  s i n c e  t h e i r  d u t i e s  d i f f e r  f r o m  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .  S i m i l a r ­
l y ,  i t  i s  i m p r a c t i c a l  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o m p a r e  s a l a r i e s  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e  
m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a t t a i n  o f f i c e  m a y  b e  e l e c t i v e  o r  a p p o i n t i v e  a n d  v e r y  f e w  s t a t e s  
p a y  a l l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e .

A s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  T h b l e  2 ,  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
r a n k e d  1 9 t h  a m o n g  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  1 9 8 8 .

B. BENEFITS _____________ —___  -_____
N o  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a c c r u i n g  t o  t o p  A l a s k a  e x e c u t i v e  
b r a n c h  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  e x c e p t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a n  o f ­
f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i s  a  b e n e f i t  c o m m o n  t o  a l l  o t h e r  s t a t e s  e x c e p t  
A r i z o n a ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  V e r m o n t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  c a n  b e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  e m p l o y e e s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s u c h  e m p l o y e e s  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s .

C. COST OF LIVING--____________________________
C o s t  o f  l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a r e  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  w h e n  c o m ­
p a r i n g  A l a s k a  s a l a r i e s  o r  b e n e f i t s  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h i s  t o p i c  i s  c o v e r e d  
i n  A p p e n d i x  A  a n d  T a b l e s  1 9 ,  2 0  a n d  2 1 .



C O M P A R I S O N  

W I T H  O T H E R  S T A T E  E M P L O Y E E S

----------------------------------- V I . ------------- ---------------------

T a b l e  3  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  t o p  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h ,  c o m ­
p a r e d  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e s  o f  v a r i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r ­
s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .  T a b l e  4  l i s t s  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  o f  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a s  o f  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 8 8 9 .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  w h i c h  e x c e e d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
a n d  v a r i o u s  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  p a i d  t o  p e r s o n s  h a v i n g  h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  l e v e l s  o f  e x p e r ­
t i s e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ,  p e r s o n s  w i t h  s a l a r i e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  
t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  h a v e  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  s t a t e  s e r v i c e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  c a n  b e  m a d e :

1 . T h e  b a s e  s a l a r y  o f  $ 8 1 , 6 4 8  p a i d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  s a l a r y  o f  $ 8 5 , 7 2 8  
w h i c h  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s  r e c e i v e .  T h e  f a i l u r e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  w h i c h  w a s  e a r l i e r  r e f e r e n c e d ,  a c ­
c o u n t s  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e .  O n e  n o n - s a l a r y  b e n e f i t  a c c r u i n g  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  
h o u s i n g ,  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  T h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e  j u d g e s  
a r e  l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .

2 .  T h e  b a s e  s a l a r y  o f  $ 7 7 , 3 0 4  p a i d  t o  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  
b y  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s .

3 .  T h e  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  o f  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a n d  c o r ­
p o r a t i o n s  a r e  h i g h l y  v a r i a b l e .  I n  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  
a g e n c i e s  a n d  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
P o w e r  A u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  
E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  r e c e i v e d  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  w h i c h  e x c e e d e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  G o v e r ­
n o r .  I n  t w o  c a s e s ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  a l s o  e x c e e d e d  t h a t  p a i d  t o  s t a t e  
s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s .

4 .  B a s e  s a l a r i e s  p a i d  t o  t o p  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  e x c e e d  t h o s e  p a i d  
t o  e i t h e r  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a r y .  T h e  s a m e  i s  t r u e  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s a l a r y  p a i d  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t .

5 .  S o m e  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h  l o n g  s e r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ,

\ These salary figures were current as of the period November 1987 through January 1988.
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e a r n  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  I n  1 9 8 7 ,  o n e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  L a w  e m p l o y e e  h a d  a  b a s e  s a l a r y  i n  e x c e s s ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  b u t  a l s o  o f  t h a t  p a i d  t o  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  j u s t i c e s .  A n o t h e r  s e v e n  
e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  s a m e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a d  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  e q u a l  t o  o r  e x c e e d i n g  t h a t  
p a i d  t o  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  j u d g e s .  I n  1 9 8 8 ,  t w o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  e m p l o y e e s  
h a d  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  p a i d  t d  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  j u s t i c e s  a n d  
a n o t h e r  f i v e  h a d  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  e q u a l  t o  o r  e x c e e d i n g  t h a t  p a i d  t o  C o u r t  o f  A p ­
p e a l s  j u d g e s .

6 .  T h e  b a s e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  
h  p e g g e d  a t  $ 2 , 0 0 0  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  b y  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s ,  f o r  a  s a l a r y  
o f  $ 8 3 , 7 2 8 .  T h u s ,  h e  c u r r e n t l y  e a r n s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  G o v e r n o r .
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 ------------------ VII------------------------

L E G I S L A T I V E  H IS T O R Y

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e v e n t s  s i n c e  s t a t e h o o d  w h i c h  
h a v e  s h a p e d  a n d  c h a n g e d  t h e  A l a s k a  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .  T h e  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  e x ­
e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  A c t  
o f  1 9 5 9 .  C h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  h a v e  b e e n  e n a c t e d  t h r o u g h  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  
o r d e r s .  A  h i s t o r y  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h a t  f o r  
t h e  j u d i c i a r y ,  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  T h b l e  1 .

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS____________________
1 9 5 9  —  A r t i c l e  I I I  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o u t l i n e s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y ,  p o w e r s ,  r e s p o n ­

s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  o f f i c e ;  e s t a b l i s h e s  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  s u c c e s s i o n ,  
p l u s  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  m a r t i a l  l a w  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  c l e m e n c y ;  a n d  s e t s  o u t  g u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e l e v a n t  p r o v i s i o n s :  

Governor
T h e  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  ( S e c t i o n  1 ) .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  3 0  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  o f  t h e  
S t a t e .  H e  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  a  s t a t e  r e s i d e n t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  7  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
p r e c e d i n g  h i s  f i l i n g  f o r  o f f i c e  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  a  U . S .  c i t i z e n  f o r  a t  l e a s t  
7  y e a r s .  ( S e c t i o n  2 ) .

T h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  4  y e a r s .  ( S e c t i o n  4 ) .  N o  p e r s o n  w h o  
h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  g o v e r n o r  f o r  t w o  f u l l  t e r m s  s h a l l  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  a g a i n  h o l d  
t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  o n e  f u l l  t e r m  h a s  i n t e r v e n e d .  ( S e c t i o n  5 ) .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  n o t  h o l d  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o f i t  u n d e r  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  S t a t e  o r  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  ( S e c t i o n  6 ) .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a i t h f u l  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w s .  T h i s  
a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  a u t h o r i z e  a n y  a c t i o n  o r  p r o c e e d i n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  ( S e c t i o n  1 6 ) .

W h e n e v e r  t h e  G o v e r n o r  c o n s i d e r s  i t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  h e  m a y  c o n v e n e  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  ( S e c t i o n  1 7 ) .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l ,  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  s e s s i o n ,  g i v e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n ­
f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  m e a s u r e s  
h e  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .  ( S e c t i o n  1 8 ) .

T h e  G o v e r n o r  m a y  m a k e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  
o r  i n  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  f u n c t i o n s  a m o n g  i t s  u n i t s  w h i c h  h e  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y
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f o r  e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W h e r e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  r e q u i r e  t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a w ,  t h e y  
s h a l l  b e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s .  T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  h a v e  s i x t y  d a y s  o f  
a  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  o r  a  f u l l  s e s s i o n  i f  o f  s h o r t e r  d u r a t i o n ,  t o  d i s a p p r o v e  t h e s e  
e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s .  ( S e c t i o n  2 3 ) .

Lieutenant Governor:
T h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  d e n o m i n a t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  b u t  
t h e  t i t l e  w a s  c h a n g e d  b y  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  
o n  A u g u s t  2 5 , 1 9 7 0 ,  b e c o m i n g  e f f e c t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 0 , 1 9 7 0 .  A  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  m u s t  m e e t  t h e  s a m e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  t h o s e  s e t  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  
a n d  s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  t h e  s a m e  t e r m .

T h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  s u c h  d u t i e s  a s  m a y  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  
l a w  a n d  a s  m a y  b e  d e l e g a t e d  t o  h i m  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  ( S e c t i o n  7 ) .  I n  t h e  t e m ­
p o r a r y  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  f r o m  v ' f f i c e ,  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  
s e r v e  a s  a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r .  ( S e c t i o n  9 ) .

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n ,  i h e  L i e u t e ­
n a n t  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  s u c c e e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t e r m .  ( S e c ­
t i o n  1 1 ) .

T h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  
b y  l a w  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t e i m s  o f  o f f i c e ,  u n l e s s  b y  g e n e r a l  
l a w  a p p l y i n g  t o  a l l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  ( S e c t i o n  1 5 ) .

Commissioners:
A l l  e x e c u t i v e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  s h a l l  b e  a l l o c a t e d  b y  
l a w  a m o n g  a n d  w i t h i n  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  R e g u l a t o r y ,  
q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  a n d  t e m p o r a r y  a g e n c i e s  n e e d  n o t  b e  a l l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a  p r i n c i p a l  
d e p a r t m e n t .  ( S e c t i o n  2 2 ) .

E a c h  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  ( S e c ­
t i o n  2 4 ) .

T h e  h e a d  o f  e a c h  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  
s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  
t h e  G o v e r n o r .  T h e  h e a d s  o f  a l l  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  ( S e c t i o n  2 5 ) .

W h e n  a  b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  i s  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  a  
r e g u l a t o r y  o r  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  a g e n c y ,  i t s  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r ­
n o r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  m a y  b e  r e m o v e d  a s  p r o ­
v i d e d  b y  l a w .  T h e y  s h a l l  b e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s .  ( S e c t i o n  2 6 ) .

1 9 7 0  —  S J R  2 10
C h a n g e d  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r .

I0. The Constitutional provisions affected are Article III, (( 7-11, 13-15 and 25; Article XI, (( 2-6; and Article XIII, (( 1-3.
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LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS__
1 9 5 9  —  S t a t e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 5 9  ( S e c t i o n s  1 a n d  2 ,  C h a p t e r  6 4 ,  S L A  1 9 5 9 ) :  

S e c t i o n  2  c r e a t e d  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  o f ­
f i c e s :  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
L a w ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
a n d  W e l f a r e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s .

S e c t i o n  4  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  e v e r y  p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  
b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n ,  s h a l l  s e r v e  a t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  s u c h  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a s  m a y  b e  f i x e d  b y  l a w .

S e c t i o n  6  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  b o a r d s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r ­
n o r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n .

S u b s e q u e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  A c t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  o f f i c e s ;  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  i n t e r i m  b o a r d s ;  
a n d  t o  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t i n g  a g e n c i e s  a n d  o f f i c e s .

—  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 0 5 ,  S I A  1 9 5 9 :
E s t a b l i s h e d  m a x i m u m  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h e  h e a d s  o f  t w e l v e  p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t i v e
d e p a r t m e n t s :
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ................................................................................................................... $ 1 7 , 0 0 0
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .......................................................................................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ..................................................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  H e a l t h  &  W e l f a r e ........................................................................................................... 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ........................................................................................................ 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e ................................................................................................................ 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s ........................................................................................................................ 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ..................................................................................................................................  1 5 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  R e v e n u e ..........................................................................................................................................  1 5 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L a b o r ..................................................................................................................................................  1 5 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ........................................................................................................................ 1 5 , 0 0 0
A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l .......................................................................................................................................................................  1 2 , 0 0 0

1 9 6 2  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 5 9 ,  S L A  1 9 6 2 :
C r e a t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  P l a n n i n g .

—  S e c t i o n  2 ,  C h a p t e r  1 2 8 ,  S L A  1 9 6 2 :
D e p a r t m e n t  h e a d s  t o  r e c e i v e  a  s a l a r y  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  H i g h w a y s ..................................................................................................................................... $ 1 9 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ..................................................................................................................  1 8 , 0 0 0
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .......................................................................................................................................................................  1 8 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ..................................................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  c :  H e a l t h  &  W e l f a r e ..........................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
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C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ........................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e ................................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s ........................................................................................................................ 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  R e v e n u e ..........................................................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  L a b o r ..................................................................................................................................................  1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ........................................................................................................................ 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ................................................................................................................................... 1 7 , 0 0 0
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ...................................................................................... 1 7 , 0 0 0

1 9 6 3  —  S e c t i o n s  1  a n d  2 ,  C h a p t e r  4 9 ,  S L A  1 9 6 3 :
S e c t i o n  1 l i s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c e s  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t :

( 1 )  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ;
( 2 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;
( 3 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w ;
( 4 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ;
( 5 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ;
( 6 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l f a r e ;
( 7 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ;
( 8 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ;
( 9 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s ;

( 1 0 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;
( 1 1 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e ;
( 1 2 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ;
( 1 3 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s ;
( 1 4 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  P l a n n i n g ;
( 1 5 )  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i g h w a y s .

S e c t i o n  2  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i g h w a y s .

1 9 6 5  —  Section 1 ,  Chapter 1 1 5 ,  SLA 1 9 6 5 :
S e c t i o n  1 s e t  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a t  $ 2 7 , 5 0 0 .

S e c t i o n  2  s e t  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a t  $ 2 1 , 0 0 0 .

S e c t i o n  3  s e t  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  o f  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a t  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  e x c e p t  f o r  t h a t
o f  t h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  w h i c h  w a s  s e t  a t  $ 1 7 , 0 0 0 .

1 9 6 6  —  Section 1 ,  Chapter 1 5 6 ,  SLA 1 9 6 6 :
P r o v i d e d  f o r  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  a l l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 , 
1 9 6 6 .  A t  t h a t  d a t e ,  a l l  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  w e r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  
$20,000.

1 9 7 1  —  Section 1 ,  Chapter 1 2 0 ,  SLA 1 9 7 1 :
S e c t i o n  1 c r e a t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n .

1 9 7 2  —  Section 1 ,  Chapter 2 0 ,  SLA 1 9 7 2 :
S e c t i o n  1 c r e a t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

— 18 —



1975 —  Section 1, Chapter 207, SLA 1975:
A b o l i s h e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  P l a n n i n g .

1977 —  Executive Order No. 39:
C r e a t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s .

1984 —  Executive Order No. 55:
C r e a t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s .

1986 —  Section 1, Chapter 87, SLA 1986:
A d o p t e d  t h e  A l a s k a  E x e c u t i v e  B r a n c h  E t h i c s  A c t  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  a  c o d e  o f  
e t h i c s  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e s  p r o c e d u r e s  
f o r  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  c o m p l a i n t s ,  a n d  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  C o d e .
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A. THE BASE SALARIES _______________________
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s :

G o v e r n o r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ........................................................ 7 6 , 1 8 8  p e r  y e a r
C a b i n e t  o f f i c e r s ...................................................................... 9 2 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  b e  a l l o w e d  1 2  w e e k s  o f  m a t e r ­
n i t y  l e a v e .

B. RATIONALE______ ___________________________
F i r s t ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  s y s t e m ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  c o - e q u a l  
b r a n c h e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  A l a s k a ;  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  t h e  j u d i c i a l  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e .  
T h u s ,  a s  n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  g i v e n  t h e  d i v e r g e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  l e n g t h s  o f  s e r v i c e  
a n d  h o u r s  e x p e n d e d ,  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r s  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  
c o - e q u a l .

T h a t  f a c t  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  F i r s t  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  1 9 7 9  w h e n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  g o v e r ­
n o r  a n d  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s ,  b o t h  f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n s ,  f i r s t  r e a c h e d  p a r i t y . 1 1 A n d  
t h a t  e q u a l i t y  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  u n t i l  1 9 8 5  w h e n ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n ,  t h e  j u s t i c e s  w e r e  
a c c o r d e d  a  r a i s e  w h i l e  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  s a l a r y  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  t h e  1 9 8 3  l e v e l .  
I n  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  j u s t i c e s  w e r e  r a i s e d  t o  a  s a l a r y  l e v e l  o f  $ 8 5 , 7 2 8 ,  e l e v a t i n g  t h e m  a b o v e  
t h e  a m o u n t  p a i d  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  w h o  r e m a i n e d  a t  a  s a l a r y  o f  $ 8 1 , 6 4 8 .  T h e r e  h a s  
b e e n  n o  i n c r e a s e ,  f o r  e i t h e r  b r a n c h ,  s i n c e  t h a t  d a t e .

I t  s h o u l d  f u r t h e r m o r e  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t ,  s i n c e  1 9 8 5 ,  w h e n  A l a s k a ’ s  g o v e r n o r  
w a s  r a n k e d  s e v e n t h  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  h e  n o w  o c c u p i e s  n i n e t e e n t h  p o s i t i o n . 1 2

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  C o n s u m e r  
P r i c e  I n d e x  i n  A l a s k a  ( A n c h o r a g e )  i n c r e a s e d  7 . 1  p e r c e n t  b e t w e e n  1 9 8 5  a n d  J u l y  1 9 8 8 .  
I f  t h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  a l o n e  w e r e  t o  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  w h a t  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  1 9 8 5  g u b e r ­
n a t o r i a l  s a l a r y  o f  $ 8 5 , 7 2 8 ,  i t  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
w o u l d  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  b a s e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  $ 9 1 , 8 1 5 ,  s o l e l y  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n f l a t i o n . 1 3

T h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  l o n g e r  t e r m  r e v i e w  
o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  C o n s u m e r  P r i c e  I n d e x  f o r  A l a s k a  ( A n c h o r a g e )  s i n c e  1 9 7 5 .  I f  i m -

Table 1.,J. Table 2.1J. See Appendix A and Table 19.
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p l e m e n t e d ,  i t  w o u l d  p l a c e  A l a s k a ’ s  g o v e r n o r  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ! 4 G i v e n  t h e  d i f ­
f i c u l t i e s  w h i c h  o u r  S t a t e  f a c e s ,  a n d  w i t h  w h i c h  i t s  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  m u s t  d e a l ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  s a l a r y  i s  b o t h  p r u d e n t  a n d  f a i r .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c o m m e n d e d  n o  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r ­
n o r .  I t  n o t e d  t h a t  h i g h e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  b e y o n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  d u t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d  b e f o r e  
a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i s  w a r r a n t e d .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  
h o l d i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  m a y  u n d e r t a k e  m o r e  o r  f e w e r  d u t i e s  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a t u t o r y  d u t i e s  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  s h o u l d  b e  a s s i g n e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  j u s t i f y  a n y  f u r t h e r  
i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y ! 3

I n  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  o n  a  t i e r  s y s t e m .  I n  t h e i r  m i n d s ,  a l b e i t  r e c o g n i z i n g  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  l o n g t i m e  s e r v i c e  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  t h e  a p ­
p o i n t e d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  t w o  c o u l d  b e  m o s t  c l o s e l y  j u x t a p o s e d .  T h u s ,  
f o r  b o t h ,  i d e n t i c a l  s a l a r i e s  w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d .

T h e  i s s u e  o f  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  i n c r e a s e d  a t t e n t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  
f e w  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  F a m i l y  a n d  M e d i c a l  L e a v e  
A c t  o f  1 9 8 7  a n d  t h e  P a r e n t a l  a n d  M e d i c a l  L e a v e  A c t  o f  1 9 8 8 ! 6 I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  
t y p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  D r .  T .  B e r r y  B r a z e l t o n  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a  p e r i o d  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
m o n t h s  o f  p r o l o n g e d  i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  p a r e n t  a n d  n e w b o r n  c h i l d  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  “ b o n d i n g ”  o r  a t t a c h m e n t  a n d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ! 7 O t h e r  
s t u d i e s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  s u p p o r t  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ! ’

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  u n a n i m o u s l y  a g r e e s  t h a t  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e ,  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  
t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  a n y  w o r k e r ’ s  l i f e  a n d  t h a t ,  a t  a  m i n i m u m ,  
1 2  w e e k s ’  l e a v e  s h o u l d  b e  a c c o r d e d .1 \ See Table 2.1 A similar conclusion was reached by the Hawaii Public Officers and Employees Compensation Review Commission in its Report presented to the 12th Hawaii State Legislature on February 28, 1983.1 *. H.R. 4300, the 1987 bill, in its introduction, states, in pertinent part: “The Congress finds that (1) the number of single-parent households and two-parent households in which the single parent or both parents work is increasing significantly, (2) it is important to the development of the child and to the family unit that fathers and mothers be able to participate in early childrearing and the care of their children who have serious health problems, (3) the lack of employment opportunities to accommodate working parents can force individuals to choose between job security and parenting. . . !’ The Senate version of the 1988 Act is designated S.2488 while the House version carries the number H.R. 925.Colvin, New Perspectives in Parental Leave: The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1987, 12 Employee Relations Law Journal 546, 553 (1987). Dr. Brazelton is associate professor of pediatrics at Harvard Medical School and chief of the Child Development Unit of the Children’s Hospital.1'. See Catalyst, Report on a National Study of Parental Leaves (1986); Note, H.R. 4300, The Fami­ly and Medical Leave Act of 1986: Congress’ Response To the Changing American Family, 35 Clev. St. L. Rev. 455 (1987); Note, Maternity Leave Policies: an International Survey, 11 Har. Women’s L.J. 171 (1988); Note, An Overview of Federal and State Protections for Pregnant Workers, 56 Cincinnati L. Rev. 757 (1987); and Staff Report, Subcommittee on Civil Service Com­mittee on Post Office and Civil Service, Federal Agency Parental Leave Policies, 83 (1988).
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A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  

O R G A N I Z A T I O N

The Alaska judiciary has a unified, centrally administered, and totally state funded judicial system. County and municipal governments do not maintain a separate court system.
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J U D I C I A L  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  “ t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a  c o u r t  s y s t e m  
i s  d e t e r m i n e d  c h i e f l y  b y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  j u d g e s .  J u d g e s  s h o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  a b i l i t y ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b y  a  p r o c e d u r e  t h a t  a s s u r e s  t h a t  s e l e c t i o n  
i s  m a d e  o n  a  m e r i t  b a s i s ! ’ 19

I n  A u g u s t  o f  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p r o v e d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
r e v i e w i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  s t a t e  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :  i n ­
t e g r i t y ,  l e g a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a b i l i t y ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  j u d i c i a l  t e m p e r a m e n t ,  
d i l i g e n c e ,  h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .

A l t h o u g h  p r e s c r i b e d  j u d i c i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  A l a s k a  a p p e a r ,  a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  
t o  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  a r e  c l o s e l y  s c r e e n e d  a n d  
e v a l u a t e d .  T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  A l a s k a  j u d g e s  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  
J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n s . 20 I n  o r d e r  
t o  b e c o m e  a n d  r e m a i n  a  S u p r e m e ,  A p p e l l a t e ,  S u p e r i o r  o r  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e  i n  A l a s k a ,  
o n e  m u s t :

1 . P o s s e s s  t h e  m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  
g e n e r a l  l a w ;

2 .  B e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  c a n d i d a t e s  d e e m e d  “ m o s t  q u a l i f i e d ”  f o r  
t h e  j u d i c i a l  v a c a n c y  w h e n  n o m i n a t e d ;  a n d

3 .  P e r f o r m  h i s  o r  h e r  j u d i c i a l  d u t i e s  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .

A. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS___________________
A s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  T i t l e  2 2  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a n d / o r  t h e  A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  C o u r t ,
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m e t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  a  p e r s o n  t o  b e  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n  t o  a  j u d g e s h i p :

Supreme Court
1 .  B e  a  U . S .  c i t i z e n ;
2 .  H a v e  b e e n  a n  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t  f o r  5  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  a p p o i n t m e n t ;
3 .  H a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  f o r  a t  l e a s t  8  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e ­

l y  p r i o r  t o  a p p o i n t m e n t ;
4 .  B e  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  l a w  i n  A l a s k a  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t . 21

American Bar Association, Standards Relating to Court Organization, (1984).:o. Alaska Constitution, Article IV, Section 6.
;!. AS 22.05.070.
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Court o f Appeals
S a m e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  f o r  t h e  S u p r e m e  C ,rt.22 
Superior Court
S a m e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a s  f o r  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  
c a n d i d a t e  m u s t  h a v e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  5  y e a r s  
p r i o r  t o  a p p o i n t m e n t . 23

District Court
1 .  B e  a  U . S .  c i t i z e n ;
2 .  H a v e  b e e n  a n  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  5  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  

a p p o i n t m e n t ;
3 .  H a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  3  y e a r s  i m ­

m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  a p p o i n t m e n t  or h a v e  s e r v e d  a t  l e a s t  7  y e a r s  a s  a  m a g i s t r a t e  
i n  t h e  S t a t e ;

4 .  B e  a t  l e a s t  2 1  y e a r s  o f  a g e . 24
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  R u l e  1 9  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  o f  C o u r t  m a n d a t e s  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  j u d g e s  h a v e  a  l a w  d e g r e e . 23

B, EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS________________
A s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  a n d  r u l e s ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a r y  
m u s t  b e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I m p l i c i t  i n  t h a t  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a  f o r m a l  p o s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  g e n e r a l l y  m e a n s  a c ­
q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  f o u r  y e a r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
t h r e e  y e a r  p r o g r a m  o f  a n  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  s c h o o l .  T h u s ,  
m o s t  a t t o r n e y s  h a v e  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  l a w  s c h o o l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r a c t i c e  l a w ,  e a c h  p r o s p e c t i v e  
a t t o r n e y  m u s t  t a k e  a n d  p a s s  a  r i g o r o u s  t w o  a n d  o n e - h a l f  d a y  e x a m i n a t i o n  a d ­
m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  h e  o r  s h e  i n t e n d s  t o  p r a c t i c e .  U p o n  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  
w r i t t e n  e x a m ,  a n d  a f t e r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  g o o d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  i s  a d ­
m i t t e d  t o  t h e  B a r .  E v e r y  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t h e  b e n c h  i n  A l a s k a  m u s t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  
t h e s e  r e q u i s i t e s .

C. ALASKA JUDICIAL COUNCIL EVALUATION__________
T h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  o p e r a t e s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m .  I t  w a s  
c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  p e r f o r m  t w o  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n s .  T h e y  a r e  t o  
s o l i c i t ,  s c r e e n  a n d  n o m i n a t e  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  v a c a n t  
j u d g e s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
j u s t i c e  a n d  t o  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t . 26AS 22.07.040.:). AS 22.10.090.AS 22.15.160.The currently authorized judgeships in the State of Alaska are set forth in Table 5.Alaska Constitution, Article IV, Section 8.



T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
w h o  s e r v e s  a s  c h a i r  a n d  e x  officio  m e m b e r ;  t h r e e  a t t o r n e y  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  a n d  t h r e e  n o n - a t t o r n e y  
m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s i t t i n g  i n  j o i n t  s e s s i o n .  T h e s e  s i x  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  f o r  
s i x  y e a r  t e r m s .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n ,  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  j u d i c i a l  c a n ­
d i d a t e s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  v a c a n t  j u d g e s h i p s  m u s t  u n d e r g o  
a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  T h e y  m u s t  f i r s t  c o m p l e t e  t h e  C o u n c i l ’ s  “ A p p l i c a ­
t i o n  f o r  J u d i c i a l  A p p o i n t m e n t ”  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a p p e n d i c e s ,  p r o v i d e  
a  p h y s i c i a n ’ s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ’ s  h e a l t h  a n d  s u b m i t  a  l e g a l  w r i t i n g  s a m ­
p l e .  E a c h  a p p l i c a n t  i s  t h e n  e v a l u a t e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e a n s :

). The B a r  S u r v e y .  A l l  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a r  i s k e d ,
b y  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  f i r m ,  t o  r a t e  e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  o n  a  5 - p o i n t  s c a l e  i n  f i v e  a r e a s :  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e ,  j u d i c i a l  t e m p e r a m e n t ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  
f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  f a i r n e s s .  M e m b e r s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  
r a t i n g s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  d i r e c t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  o r  
r e p u t a t i o n . ”

2 .  L e t t e r s  of R e f e r e n c e .  C o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  a r e  s o l i c i t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  
a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s .

3 .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of A p p l i c a n t s .  T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  e m p o w e r e d  t o  c o n d u c t  s u c h  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n s  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e  i n t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s ’  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  f i t n e s s  f o r  j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t .

4 .  S c r e e n i n g .  F o l l o w i n g  i t s  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a n d  s u r v e y  d a t a ,  
t h e  C o u n c i l  s c r e e n s  t h e  v a r i o u s  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  f o r m a l  i n t e r v i e w s .

5 .  I n t e r v i e w s .  A s  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  i n v i t e d  
t o  a  o n e - h a l f  h o u r  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  w h e r e  t h e y  
a r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  j u d i c i a l  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  a r e  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e s p o n d  t o  o r  e x p l a i n  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  g a t h e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  s u b m i t s  a  l i s t  o f  n o m i n e e s  
t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  d e e m e d  t o  b e  t h e  “ m o s t  q u a l i f i e d ! ’  T h i s  l i s t  
m u s t  i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  t w o  n a m e s .

D. SELECTION BY THE GOVERNOR_________________
T h e  G o v e r n o r  h a s  4 5  d a y s  t o  a p p o i n t  a  n o m i n e e  f r o m  t h e  l i s t  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  t o  f i l l  a  p a r t i c u l a r  j u d i c i a l  v a c a n c y .

. The Alaska Bar Association is comprised mainly of attorneys living and practicing law in the State of Alaska and state court judges.



E .  R E T E N T I O N  B Y  V O T E R S

A s  p r o v i d e d  b y  A l a s k a  l a w ,  j u d g e s  a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  s t a n d  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  
b y  t h e  v o t e r s .  T h e y  d o  n o t  r u n  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e s  —  t h e  v o t e r s  m e r e l y  v o t e  
t o  e i t h e r  r e t a i n  o r  n o t  r e t a i n  p a r t i c u l a r  j u d g e s  o r  j u s t i c e s .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e s  m u s t  
s t a n d  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  n o t  s o o n e r  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  
a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s  t h e r e a f t e r .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  a n d  
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  s t a n d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  n o t  s o o n e r  
t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  t e n ,  e i g h t  a n d  s i x  y e a r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  
t h e r e a f t e r .

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  i s  r e s p o n s i ­
b l e  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  r e t e n t i o n  e v a l u a t i o n s .  T h e  C o u n c i l  u s e s  a  t h r e e - p a r t  p l a n  t o  
e v a l u a t e  a l l  j u d g e s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  i n  a  g i v e n  e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 . T h e  C o u n c i l  s u r v e y s  a l l  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
a l l  S t a t e  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s .  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s  a r e  
a s k e d  t o  r a t e  e a c h  a p p e l l a t e  j u d g e  o r  j u s t i c e  o n  a  5 - p o i n t  s c a l e  i n  t w e l v e  
c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  e a c h  t r i a l  c o u r t  j u d g e  o n  t h e  s a m e  s c a l e  i n  2 1  c a t e g o r i e s .  P e a c e  
a n d  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  d o  n o t  r a t e  a p p e l l a t e  j u d g e s  b u t  r a t e  a l l  t r i a l  c o u r t  j u d g e s  
i n  1 6  c a t e g o r i e s .  A l l  s u r v e y  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a m o u n t  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
e x p e r i e n c e  b e f o r e  e a c h  j u d g e .  P e a c e  a n d  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  e v a l u a t e  t r i a l  j u d g e s  
u s i n g  t h e  s a m e  c r i t e r i a  e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  j u d g e ’ s  l e g a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  l a w ,  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  s k i l l s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  C o u n ­
c i l ’ s  r e v i e w ,  q u a n t i t a t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  a l l  j u d g e s  w h o  h a v e  f i l e d  f o r  r e t e n t i o n  
a r e  m a d e  p u b l i c .

2 .  B e i e f  n a r r a t i v e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  a r e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  s e l e c t e d  c o u n s e l  w h o  h a v e  
a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  e a c h  j u d g e  o r  j u s t i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  t e r m .  T h e  }05e 
o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  i s  t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i n i t i a l  s u r v e y  f i n d i n g s  a n d  
t o  o b t a i n  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a s p e c t s  o f  j u d i c i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  C o u n c i l  q u e s ­
t i o n n a i r e  r e s u l t s  a r e  s u m m a r i z e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  r e v i e w .

3 .  E a c h  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  s e e k i n g  r e t e n t i o n  i s  a s k e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  p e r s o n a l  q u e s ­
t i o n n a i r e  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  j u d i c i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  h e a l t h  a n d  j u d i c i a l  a n d  
n o n - j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e .

F o l l o w i n g  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  d a t a ,  t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  
C o u n c i l  v o t e s  t o  r e c o m m e n d  e i t h e r  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  e a c h  j u d g e  u p  f o r  r e t e n t i o n .  T h e s e  
f i n d i n g s  a r e  m a d e  p u b l i c  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  v o t e r s .

S i n c e  S t a t e h o o d ,  o n e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  j u s t i c e  a n d  t w o  D . s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e s  
h a v e  b e e n  r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l .
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T h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  r e v i e w  o f  p o t e n t i a l  c a n ­
d i d a t e s  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  j u d i c i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  
p e r s o n s  s e e k i n g  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e .  T h i s  b e l i e f  i s  b o l s t e r e d  b y  h i g h e r  B a r  r a t i n g s  f o r  
m o r e  r e c e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  t h o s e  a p p o i n t e d  u s i n g  t h e  
a b o v e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l . 21 T h e  C o u n c i l  a l s o  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e  
h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  w h o  m a k e  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  a  l i f e t i m e  c a r e e r  
i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e . 29

See Table 6. See Table 7.
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--------------------------------- II.---------------------------------

J U D I C I A L  R E S P O N S I B IL I T I E S

T h e  f o u r  l e v e l s  o f  s t a t e  c o u r t s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  S u p r e m e ,  A p p e a l s ,  S u p e r i o r  a n d  
D i s t r i c t ,  e a c h  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  
t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  S u p e r i o r  a n d  D i s t r i c t  
C o u r t s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  a s  t r i a l  c o u r t s .  U n l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  A l a s k a  h a s  n o  m u n i c i p a l  
c o u r t s .

A. DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITY
T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t s  a r e  s e t  o u t  i n  T i t l e  2 2 ,  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s .  
I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  s u m m a r i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

1. Supreme Court

T h e  f i v e  m e m b e r  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o u r t  i n  A l a s k a .

T h e  S p r e m e  C o u r t  i s  e m p o w e r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  
g o v e r n i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a l l  s t a t e  c o u r t s  a n d  t h o s e  g o v e r n i n g  p r a c ­
t i c e  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  i n  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h e a r s  c a s e s  o n  a p p e a l  f r o m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .

»  A n  a p p e a l  m a y  b e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  f r o m  a n y  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  
e n t e r e d  b y  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  i n  a  c i v i l  a c t i o n  o r  p r o c e e d i n g ;

® I n  c r i m i n a l  a n d  c e r t a i n  q u a s i - c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  t h e  
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  a c c e p t  o r  d e n y  a  l i t i g a n t ’ s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  i t  r e v i e w  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  
b y  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s ;  a n d 30

*  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  m a y  t a k e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a  c a s e  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  c o u r t  c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  i n v o l v e s  a  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  q u e s t i o n  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w  o r  a n  i s s u e  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

2. C ourt o f Appeals

T h e  t h r e e  m e m b e r  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  h e a r  a p p e a l s  f r o m  
j u d g m e n t s  i n  c r i m i n a l  a n d  c e r t a i n  q u a s i - c r i m i n a l  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  p r i s o n e r s  
a r e  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  c o n f i n e m e n t  a n d  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  p r o b a ­
t i o n  a n d  p a r o l e  d e c i s i o n s .

•  C r i m i n a l  a p p e a l s  f r o m  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  c a n  b e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
o r  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s ,  a t  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ;  a n d

,0. Q uasi-crim inal actions are defined as in frac tion s w ith  m in im a l fines and no ja i l tim e or loss 
o f license.

—  30 —



•  A  d e f e n d a n t  w h o  a p p e a l s  f r o m  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  t o  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  m a y  a s k  
t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  d e c i s i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  m a y  r e f u s e  s u c h  r e q u e s t s .

3. Superior Court

T h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  2 9  m e m b e r s  a l l o c a t e d  a m o n g  f o u r  j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t s .  I t  i s  t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  o f  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c ­
t i o n  i n  a l l  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s .  T h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
i s  s u m m a r i z e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a s  f o l l o w s :

•  I t  h a n d l e s  a l l  f e l o n y  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l s  a n d  a l l  c i v i l  m a t t e r s  w h e r e  t h e  a m o u n t  
i n  r o n t i o v e r s y  e x c e e d s  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 ;

•  I t  s e r v e s  a s  a n  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  f r o m  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ;
•  I t  h e a r s  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  c r i m e s  o r  w h o  a r e  

a b u s e d  o r  n e g l e c t e d ;
•  I t  h e a r s  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  d e c e a s e d  o r  i n c o m p e t e n t  p e r s o n s ;
•  I t  h e a r s  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  t o  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  i l l ;  a n d
•  I t  h a n d l e s  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s  m a t t e r s .

4. D istrict Court

T h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  1 7  m e m b e r s  a l l o c a t e d  a m o n g  f o u r  j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t s .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  j u d g e s  w i t h i n  e a c h  d i v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  c h a n g e s  i n  R u l e  1 9  
o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  o f  C c u r t .  T h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  
i s  s u m m a r i z e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a s  f o l l o w s :

•  I t  h e a r s  S t a t e  m i s d e m e a n o r s  a n d  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  c i t y  a n d  b o r o u g h  o r d i n a n c e s ;
•  I t  i s s u e s  s u m m o n s e s ,  a r r e s t  w a r r a n t s  a n d  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t s ;
•  I t  h e a r s  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g s  i n  f e l o n y  c a s e s ;
•  I t  i s s u e s  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  a n d  r e c o r d s  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  s o m e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  

S t a t e ;
•  I t  s e r v e s  a s  c o r o n e r ,  h o l d s  i n q u e s t s  a n d  a c t s  a s  t e m p o r a r y  c a r e t a k e r  o f  p r o p ­

e r t y  o f  d e c e d e n t s ;
•  I t  h e a r s  c i v i l  c a s e s  v a l u e d  u p  t o  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 ;
•  I t  h e a r s  s m a l l  c l a i m s  c a s e s  t o  a  m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0 ;
•  I t  h a n d l e s  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  c h i l d r e n  o n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  b a s i s ;  a n d
•  I t  h e a r s  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c a s e s .

B. CASELOADS
A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  c a s e l o a d  s t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1 9 8 2  t h r o u g h  F i s c a l  Y e a r  
1 9 8 8  w e r e  e x a m i n e d . 31 I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f i l i n g s  i n  t h e  S u p r e m e  a n d  
A p p e a l s  C o u r t s  i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t w e e n  F Y  1 9 8 2  a n d  F Y  1 9 8 4  a n d  a g a i n  
b e t w e e n  F Y  1 9 8 5  a n d  F Y  1 9 8 6 .  F i l i n g s  i n  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  i n c r e a s e d  t h r o u g h

’-1 See Tables 8 and 9.
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F Y  1 9 8 5  b u t  h a v e  d e c l i n e d  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f i l i n g s  
i n  S t a t e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  r o s e  2 6 . 9  p e r c e n t  b e t w e e n  F Y  1 9 8 2  a n d  F Y  1 9 8 5  b u t  f e l l  
b y  1 3 . 8  p e r c e n t  b e t w e e n  F Y  1 9 8 5  a n d  F Y  1 9 8 8 .

A  s i m i l a r  t r e n d  i s  o b s e r v a b l e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
o v e r a l l  d e c l i n e  i n  c a s e l o a d s  i s  n o t  m a r k e d .  T h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  d i d  n o t  c o m ­
m e n c e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  m i d - S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 0  w h i c h  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  
a p p a r e n t  m a j o r  i n c r e a s e  i n  d i s p o s i t i o n  c a s e l o a d s  f o r  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  b e t w e e n  
F Y  1 9 8 2  a n d  F Y  1 9 8 3 .

I t  i s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  d e c l i n e  i n  c o u r t  F i l i n g s  m i r r o r s  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  
i n  o t h e r  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  e c o n o m y .
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R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  

J U D I C I A L  A C T IV I T I E S

A n  a n a l y s i s  o f  j u d i c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t r i c ­
t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  m a n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  J u d g e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r i g i d  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o n d u c t  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  t h e m  t o  c u r t a i l  t h e i r  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  a  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  t h a n  o t h e r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s .

P u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  c a n  o n l y  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  a  s y s t e m  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  j u d i c i a r y  i s  s e e n  a s  s c r u p u l o u s l y  u n b i a s e d  a n d  f r e e  o f  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  T h e  C o d e  
o f  J u d i c i a l  C o n d u c t ,  w h i c h  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  C o u r t ,  c o n t a i n s  s e v e n  
c a n o n s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  m o d e l  c a n o n s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e s e  
c a n o n s  a r e :

C a n o n  1 :  A  j u d g e  s h o u l d  u p h o l d  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .

C a n o n  2 :  A  j u d g e  s h o u l d  a v o i d  i m p r o p r i e t y  a n d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  i m p r o p r i e t y  
i n  a l l  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .

C a n o n  3 :  A  j u d g e  s h o u l d  p e r f o r m  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  h i s  o f f i c e  i m p a r t i a l l y  a n d  d i l i g e n t l y .

C a n o n  4 :  A  j u d g e  m a y  e n g a g e  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l a w ,  t h e  l e g a l  s y s t e m  
a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .

C a n o n  5 :  A  j u d g e  s h o u l d  r e g u l a t e  h i s  e x t r a - j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  r i s k  
o f  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  h i s  j u d i c i a l  d u t i e s .

C a n o n  6 :  A  j u d g e  s h o u l d  r e g u l a r l y  f i l e  r e p o r t s  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  q u a s i ­
j u d i c i a l  a n d  e x t r a - j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

C a n o n  7 :  A  j u d g e  s h o u l d  r e f r a i n  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  h i s  j u d i c i a l  
o f f i c e .

S p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  p r o h i b i t e d  u n d e r  t h e s e  c a n o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1 . J u d g e s  m u s t  r e f r a i n  f r o m  e n g a g i n g  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  [ C a n o n  7 ] .

2 .  J u d g e s  c a n n o t  p r a c t i c e  l a w ,  o r  a c t  a s  a r b i t r a t o r  o r  m e d i a t o r  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  
[ C a n o n  5 ] .

3 .  A  j u d g e  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s o m e  c h a r i t a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  c a n n o t  s o l i c i t  f u n d s  
f o r  s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  m a i n t a i n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  
w o u l d  r e g u l a r l y  c o m e  b e f o r e  h i m  i n  c o u r t .  [ C a n o n  5 ] .

4 .  A  j u d g e  c a n n o t  e n g a g e  i n  “ f i n a n c i a l  a n d  b u s i n e s s  d e a l i n g s  t h a t  t e n d  t o  r e f l e c t  
a d v e r s e l y  o n  h i s  i m p a r t i a l i t y ,  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h i s  j u d i c i a l  
d u t i e s ,  e x p l o i t  h i s  j u d i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  i n v o l v e  h i m  i n  f r e q u e n t  t r a n s a c t i o n s  w i t h
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l a w y e r s  o r  p e r s o n s  l i k e l y  t o  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t  o n  w h i c h  h e  s e r v e s ! ’  [ C a n o n  
5 c ( l ) l .

5 .  A  j u d g e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  d i v e s t  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  o f  i n v e s t m e n t s  o r  o t h e r  f i n a n ­
c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  m i g h t  r e s u l t  i n  f r e q u e n t  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  [ C a n o n  5 c ( 3 ) ] .  A  
j u d g e  m u s t  m a k e  p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  f i n a n c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  [ C a n o n  6 ] .

6 .  A  j u d g e  m u s t  n o t  a c t  i n  a n y  m a n n e r  t h a t  w o u l d  c o n v e y  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
f a m i l y ,  s o c i a l  o r  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  m i g h t  b e  i n f l u e n c i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  j u d i c i a l  
c o n d u c t  o r  j u d g m e n t .  [ C a n o n  2 ] .

7 .  T h e  j u d i c i a l  d u t i e s  o f  a  j u d g e  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  a l l  o f  t h e  j u d g e ’ s  o t h e r  
a c t i v i t i e s .  [ C a n o n  3 ] .

T h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t r i c t  c o d e ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  r e q u i s i t e s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  T i t l e  2 2  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s ,  m a y  h a v e  a  p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  a  j u d g e .  T h e  c a n o n s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  j u d g e ’ s  m a n t l e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d o e s  
n o t  d i s a p p e a r  w h e n  a  j u d g e  l e a v e s  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e .

F a i l u r e  o f  j u s t i c e s  o r  j u d g e s  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c a n o n s  c a n  
l e a d  t o  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a s  t o  
d i s c i p l i n e  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  C o n d u c t ,  d i s c i p l i n e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n ,  i m p e a c h m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e  S o n ^ e  l e a d i n g  t o  p o s s i b l e  r e m o v a l  
f r o m  o f f i c e ,  a n d  p o s s i b l e  c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n .

A s i d e  f r o m  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a l  c a n o n s ,  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  a r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  
t o  f i l e  d e t a i l e d  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a s  r e q u i r e d  
b y  t h e  C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  L a w . 32 T h e  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  
a r e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  f o r  s e n i o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .

Commission on Judicial Conduct ---------- -----
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  C o n d u c t ,  f o r m e r l y  c a l l e d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  

J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  w a s  c r e a t e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  1 9 6 8  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  C o n ­
s t i t u t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t e s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m .

A s  s p e c i f i e d  b y  A S  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  n i n e  m e m b e r s :  t h r e e  
s t a t e  c o u r t  j u d g e s  o r  j u s t i c e s  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e i r  p e e r s ;  t h r e e  l a w y e r s ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s ’  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i n  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ;  
a n d  t h r e e  l a y  p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  T h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  a p p o i n t e e s  a r e  s u b ­
j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  a  j o i n t  s e s s i o n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  e m p o w e r e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  s t a t e  j u d g e s  
a n d  j u s t i c e s  o r  m a y  i t s e l f  i n s t i g a t e  s u c h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I t  m a y  r e f e r  m a t t e r s  t o  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  w i t h  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  a  j u d g e  b e  r e p r i m a n d e d ,  s u s p e n d e d ,  r e m o v e d  o r  r e t i r e d  
f r o m  o f f i c e  o r  p u b l i c i t y  o r  p r i v a t e l y  c e n s u r e d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

A S  39.50 et seq.
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I n  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  f i f t y  e n q u i r i e s  a m d  m a k i n g  e i g h t y -  
f i v e  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  O f  t h o s e  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  f o u r  d a t e d  f r o m  1 9 8 3 ,  t h r e e  f r o m  1 9 8 4 ,  s i x t e e n  
f r o m  1 9 8 5 ,  t h i r t y - n i n e  f r o m  1 9 8 6  a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  f r o m  1 9 8 7 .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 7 ,  t w e n t y -  
s e v e n  e n q u i r i e s  r e m i n e d  u n r e s o l v e d  a n d  t w o  f o r m a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  1 9 8 8 .  
T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  a n y  p e r c e i v e d  l a x i t y  i n  c o m p l a i n t  d i s p o s i t i o n s  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  f u l l  f u n d i n g  
f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .



J U D I C I A L  S A L A R I E S  
A N D  B E N E F I T S

------------------------------------- i v .  --------------------

A .  S A L A R I E S .

T h e  c u r r e n t  b a s e  s a l a r i e s  f o r  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  S u p r e m e ,  A p p e a l s ,  
S u p e r i o r  a n d  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  s i n c e  1 9 8 5 .  T h e y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

1 .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e ....................................................................................................................................................... $ 8 5 , 7 2 8equivalent to Step F, Range 30 of the salary schedule in AS 3927.011(a) for Juneau.
2 .  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  J u d g e ..................................................................................................................................................S 7 9 v9 9 2equivalent to Step £, Range 29 of the salary schedule in AS 39.27.011(a) for Juneau.
3 .  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e ................................    $ 7 7 , 3 0 4equivalent to Step E, Range 28 of the salary schedule in AS 3927.011(a) for Juneau.
4 .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e .............................................................................................................................................................. $ 6 6 , 8 1 6equivalent to Step Q Range 26 of the salary schedule in AS 39.27.011(a) for Juneau.

P u r s u a n t  t o  T i d e  2 2  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  m a d e  
a  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n . 33 N o  s a l a r y  w a r r a n t  m a y  b e  i s s u e d  t o  a n y  
s t a t e  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  u n t i l  h e  o r  s h e  h a s  f i l e d  a n  a f f i d a v i t  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r  r e f e r r e d  
t o  h i m  o r  h e r  h a s  b e e n  u n c o m p l e t e d  o r  u n d e c i d e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  
m o n t h s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b a s e  s a l a r y ,  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  r e c e i v e  g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  
a d j u s t m e n t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  r e c e i v e d  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  
g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  u s e  a  b a s e  a n d  5  t i e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  b a s e  
a n d  9  t i e r s  u s e d  f o r  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s . 34

B y  l o c a u o n ,  c u r r e n t  , u d i c i a l  g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  
a s  f o l l o w s :

1 . B a s e  a r e a  —  A n c h o r a g e .......................................................................................................................................... 3 4  j u d g e s
( 0 % )  J u n e a u

K e t c h i k a n

2 .  T i e r  1 —  W r a n g e l l - P e t e r s b u r g ............................................................................................................... 4  j u d g e s
( 3 . 5 % )  P a l m e r

S i t k a

” . Section i4, Chapter 50, SLA 1959; Section 30, Chapter 50, SLA 1959; Section 17, Chapter 1114, SLA 1959; and Section 1, Chapter 12, SLA 1980.
)4. Section 4, Chapter 80, SLA 1978.
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3 . T i e r  2 —  K e n a i ..................................................................................
( 7 % ) H o m e r

4 . T i e r  3 —  K o d i a k .............................................................................
( 1 0 . 5 % )

5 . T i e r  4 —  F a i r b a n k s .....................................................................
( 1 4 % )

6 . T i e r  5 —  K o t z e b u e ...................  ................................................
( 1 7 . 5 % ) N o m e

B a r r o w
B e t h e l
V a l d e z

A  n u m b e r  o f  p r o p o s a l ?  w e r e  p r o m u l g a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 8  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  
w h i c h  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  f o r  a l l  
s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s ,  n o n e  o f  w h i c h  p a s s e d .

B .  B E N E F I T S ____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

S o m e  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e  b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  A l a s k a  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h o s e  f o r  s t a t e  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b e n e f i t s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  j u d g e s  a r e  n o t  a lw a y s  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  f o r  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  
c o u r t s .

B e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a r y  w h i c h  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  f o r  
g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  i n c l u d e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  v a c a t i o n  l e a v e ,  s i c k  
l e a v e ,  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  p a y ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e ,  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  a n d  u n w r i t t e n  p r o v i ­
s i o n s  f o r  t r a i n i n g .  B e n e f i t s  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  s a m e  f o r  b o t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
j u d i c i a r y  a n d  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  i n c l u d e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s ,  h e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e  a n d  m i l i t a r y  l e a v e .

1 .  R e t i r e m e n t - ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A l l  s t a t e  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  a n d  w h o  a r e  a t  l e a s t  
s i x t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t  o f  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  
e f f e c t i v e  s a l a r y ,  e x c l u d i n g  g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s ,  o f  t h e  o f f i c e  f r o m  
w h i c h  t h e  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  r e t i r e s ,  m u l t i p l i e d  b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  u p  
t o  a  m a x i m u m  o f  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s a l a r y  f o r  t h a t  o f f i c e .  J u s t i c e s  
o r  j u d g e s  w h o  r e t i r e  a t  a g e  f i f t y - f i v e  a r e  e n t i d e a  t o  a n  a c t u a r i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t  p r o g r a m .

J u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  i n  o f f i c e  o n  o r  s i n c e  J u l y  1 , 1 9 7 8  c o n t r i b u t e  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e i r  s a l a r y  t o  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .  J u s t i c e s  
a n d  j u d g e s  a p p o i n t e d  b e f o r e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  a n d  t h o s e  w i t h  m o r e  c h a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  
o f  s e r v i c e ,  m a k e  n o  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

2 .  S u p p l e m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s _________________________________ _____________________________________________

J u d g e s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  6 . 1 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  s a l a r y  t o  A l a s k a ’ s  S u p p l e m e n t a l  B e n e f i t s  
S y s t e m  ( S B S ) ,  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  a n  e q u a l  a m o u n t .  T h e  b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e
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t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  u n d e r  t h e  S B S  p r o g r a m  a r e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  e x ­
e c u t i v e  b r a n c h .

3 .  V a c a t i o n  L e a v e        ---------------------- --------------------

S u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s ,  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  a n d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  
a n  a n n u a l  v a c a t i o n  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t h i r t y  w o r k i n g  d a y s .  N o  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t e e n  
w o r k i n g  d a y s  o f  u n u s e d  v a c a t i ^ a  t i m e  i n  a n y  o n e  y e a r  o r  a  t o t a l  o f  n o  m o r e  t h a n  
t h i r t y  w o r k i n g  d a y s  c a n  b e  a c c u m u l a t e d .  R e q u e s t s  f o r  v a c a t i o n  l e a v e  o f  o n e  w e e k  
o r  m o r e  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o r  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
c o u r t  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  m o n t h s  i R  a d v a n c e .

D i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  f u l l - t i m e  m a g i s t r a t e s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  a n n u a l  v a c a t i o n  
e n t i t l e m e n t ,  a s  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s . 35 S e n a t e  B i l l  2 8 5 ,  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1 9 8 7 ,  a t t e m p ­
t e d  t o  m a k e  l e a v e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  t h e  s a m e  a s  o t h e r  l e v e l s  o f  
t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b i l l  d i d  n o t  p a s s .

4 .  S i c k  L e a v e _ : ________________________________________  — «-------------------------------------------------------

S u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s ,  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  a n d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  
u n l i m i t e d  s i c k  l e a v e  e x c e p t  t h a t  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e ,  a l t h o u g h  c o u n t e d  a s  s i c k  l e a v e ,  i s  
l i m i t e d  t o  n i n e  w e e k s  u n l e s s  t h e r e  a r e  e x t e n u a t i n g  m e d i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

D i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  f u l l - t i m e  m a g i s t r a t e s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  s i c k  l e a v e  e n t i t l e ­
m e n t  a s  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s . 36

5 .  L e a v e  W i t h o u t  P a y ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  ^

S u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s ,  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  a n d  s u p e r i v ?  c o u r t  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  
m a y  b e  g r a n t e d  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  p a y  u n d e r  t h e  s a n . e  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  o t h e r  c o u r t  s y s t e m  
e m p l o y e e s ,  n a m e l y  i f  a l l  a n n u a l  l e a v e  h a s  b e e n  u t i l i z e d  a n d  m o r e  i s  n e e d e d .  P e r i o d s  
o f  u p  t o  f i v e  w o r k i n g  d a y s  w i t h o u t  p a y  m a y  b e  g r a n t e d  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  
c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o r  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c o r r t .  L e a v e  w i t h o u t  p a y  f o r  
m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  w o r k i n g  d a y s  m u s t  a l s o  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  
o f  t h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m .

6 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  L e a v e  - _____________________________ ______________________________ ________________

I n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u r t ,  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  m a y  a s s i g n  o n e  o r  m o r e  j u s t i c e s ,  j u d g e s  o r  m a g i s t r a t e s  t o  
a t t e n d  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  o r  s c h o o l s  t o  f u r t h e r  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  T r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  d i e m  m a y  b e  p r o v i d e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  j u s t i c e ,  
j u d g e  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  n o t  s o  a s s i g n e d  d u r i n g  a  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  m a y  r e c e i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
l e a v e  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  f i v e  w o r k i n g  d a y s  t o  a t t e n d  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  s e m i n a r s  o r  s c h o o l s  
w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e  m a y  n o t  b e  
a c c r u e d .

” . AS 39.20.200 —  39.20.330.

Id.
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T n e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  h a s  n o  w r i t t e n  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  t r a i n i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  o n e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  - e n c o u r a g e s  
j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  t o  a t t e n d  i s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  J u d i c i a l  C o l l e g e  i n  R e n o ,  N e v a d a .  E a c h  
y e a r ,  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e n d  o n e - q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
j u d i c i a r y  t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e  f o r  n e w  j u d g e s  t a k i n g  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  w e e k s  
a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  c o u r s e s  t a k i n g  o n e  t o  t w o  w e e k s .  T h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m  r e v i e w s  t h e  
c o u r s e  c o n t e n t  t o  e n s u r e  i t s  r e l e v a n c e .  D u r i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d ,  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  
r e c e i v #  f u l l  s a l a r y  a n d  'O f, b e n e f i t s .  T h e  t i m e  t a k e n  c o u n t s  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e .

Z  L e a v e  o f  A b s e n c e - ___________________________________________________________ _____________________________

U p o n  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  a  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  m a y  t a k e  a  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  
w i t h o u t  s a l a r y  o f  u p  t o  o n e  y e a r  t o  p u r s u e  “ a p p r o p r i a t e ”  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  f o r m a l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t  o r  t e a c h i n g  a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  D u r i n g  a n y  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e ,  a  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  r e c e i v e s  n o  s a l a r y  a n d  
d o e s  n o t  a c c r u e  v a c a t i o n  o r  p e r s o n a l  l e a v e .  I n  a d d i t i o n , ,  n o  p a y m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  r e t i r e ­
m e n t  o r  s u p p l e m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s  f u n d s  a r e  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e ’ s  l e a v e  
o f  a b s e n c e ,  n o r  d o  r e t i r e m e n t  o r  s u p p l e m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s  a c c r u e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o u r t  S y s t e m  d o e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t e  g r o u p  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  b a s i c  l i f e  
i n s u r a n c e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  t h e  j u s t i c e  o r  j u d g e  a n d  h i s  d e p e n d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  l e a v e  o f  
a b s e n c e  p e r i o d .

8 .  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e     _________— -----------------------------------

J u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n  w h i c h  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s .  L i k e  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s ,  t h e y  m a y  a l s o  e l e c t  
t o  r e c e i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  u n d e r  t h e  S t a t e ’ s  S u p p l e m e n t a l  
B e n e f i t s  S y s t e m .

9 .  S a b b a t i c a l s --------------------------- ---------- ------------- ------------ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  n o  f o r m a l  s a b b a t i c a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  
I n d i v i d u a l  j u d g e s  h a v e  b e e n  g r a n t e d  a  o n e  y e a r  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  a s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e  i n  S e c t i o n  7 .
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C O M P A R I S O N  W I T H  
O T H E R  S T A T E S

— ---------------------------------V --------------------------------------

A .  S A L A R I E S ______________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  S t a t e  C o u r t s  c o n d u c t s  p e r i o d i c  s u r v e y s  o f  j u d i c i a l  s a l a r i e s .  
T h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  c o u r t  s y s t e m s  a r e  c u r r e n t  a s  
o f  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 8  a n d  a r e  s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  1 0 .

A s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  T a b l e  1 0 ,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  j u s t i c e s  r a n k ­
e d  1 1 t h  a m o n g  t h e  s t a t e s ,  a n d  w e r e  a l s o  e x c e e d e d  b y  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a .  S a l a r i e s  
o f  A l a s k a  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  j u d g e s  r a n k e d  1 4 t h  a m o n g  t h o s e  s t a t e s  w i t h  s e p a r a t e  
a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s ;  w h i l e  s a l a r i e s  o f  A l a s k a  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  j u d g e s  r a n k e d  1 4 t h  a m o n g  
s t a t e  g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t r i a l  c o u r t s ,  a n d  w e r e  a l s o  e x c e e d e d  b y  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  
C o l u m b i a .

8 .  B E N E F I T S _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

P n e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  J u d i c i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  D i v i s i o n  c o n d u c t e d  a  s u r v e y  
o f  j u d i c i a l  b e n e f i t s  i n  a l l  5 0  s t a t e s  p l u s  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  G u a m  a n d  P u e r t o  
R i c o  b e t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 6  a n d  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 7 .  T h e  d a t a  c o m p i l e d  g e n e r a l l y  r e f l e c t  
b e n e f i t s  a s  o f  e a r l y  1 9 8 7 .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  “ i d e a l ”  c r i t e r i a  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  
a n d  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  j u d i c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s :

1 . J u d g e s  w h o  a r e  a t  l e a s t  a g e  6 5 ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  1 5  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  s h o u l d  b e  
e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  p e n s i o n  e q u a l  t o  7 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  e f f e c t i v e  s a l a r y  
o f  t h e  o f f i c e  f r o m  w h i c h  h e  o r  s h e  r e t i r e d ,  t h u s ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  C O L A ;

2 .  J u d g e s  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a l  r e t i r e m e n t  f u n d .  T h e  f u n d  
s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  s t a t e ;

3 .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  e x i s t i n g  m a n d a t o r y  r e t i r e m e n t  l a w s ,  j u d g e s  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d ,  
i f  d e e m e d  a b l e ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  a f t e r  r e t i r e m e n t .  R e t i r e d  j u d g e s  s h o u l d  
b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  a c t u a l  h o u r s  o f  s e r v i c e  a t  a  r a t e  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  p a i d  
t o  c u r r e n t  s i t t i n g  j u d g e s ;

4 .  J u d g e s  w h o  b e c o m e  p e r m a n e n t l y  d i s a b l e d  w h i l e  i n  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  w h o  h a v e  c o m ­
p l e t e d  a t  l e a s t  2  y e a r s  o f  j u d i c i a l  s e r v i c e ,  s h o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  d i s a b i l i t y  
b e n e f i t s ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  j u d g e ’ s  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  
o f  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  f u t u r e  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y ;
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5 .  T h e  s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n  o f  a  j u d g e  s h o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  
r e c e i v e  a  b e n e f i t  e q u a l  t o  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  e f f e c t i v e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  
o f f i c e  h e l d  b y  t h e  j u d g e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h ,  o r  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  d e c e a s e d  j u d g e  
r e t i r e d ;

6 .  T h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  b a s i c  h e a l t h  a n d  m a j o r  m e d i c a l  i n s t a n c e  c o v e r a g e  
f o r  j u d g e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  i n v o l v i n g  a t  m o s t  a  $ 1 0 0  d e d u c t i b l e  p e r  p e r s o n ,  
a n d  r e q u i r i n g  m i n i m a l  o r  n o  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b y  j u d g e s ;

7 .  T h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  b a s i c  d e n t a l  c o v e r a g e  f o r  j u d g e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  
i n v o l v i n g  a t  m o s t  a  $ 5 0  d e d u c t i b l e  p e r  p e r s o n ,  a n d  r e q u i r i n g  m i n i m a l  o r  n o  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  b y  j u d g e s ;

8 .  S t a t e  s t a t u t e s  s h o u l d  g r a n t  i m m u n i t y  t o  j u d g e s  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  d a m a g e s  a r i s i n g  
o u t  o f  a c t s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  w a n ­
t o n ,  r e c k l e s s  o r  m a l i c i o u s ;

9 .  T h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  j u d g e s ,  o r  p r o v i d e  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  f e e s  o f  
p r i v a t e  c o u n s e l  i n  s u c h  a c t i o n s ;

1 0 .  T h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  p a y  a n y  p l a i n t i f f s  a t t o r n e y  f e e s  a s s e s s e d  a g a i n s t  j u d g e s  i n  
s u c h  a c t i o n s ;

1 1 .  T h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  p a y  f o r  a t t o r n e y  f e e s  f o r  j u d g e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  d i s c i p l i n a r y  o r  
e t h i c s  p r o c e e d i n g s ;

1 2 .  J u d g e s  s h o u l d  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  
e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  i n  j o b - r e l a t e d  t r a v e l ;  a n d

1 3 .  J u d g e s  s h o u l d  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  t a k e :
•  2 0  v a c a t i o n  d a y s  p e r  y e a r ;
•  1 2  s i c k  d a y s  p e r  y e a r ;
•  1 2  w e e k s  o f  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e ;
•  5  d a y s ,  e q u a l l i n g  4 0  h o u r s ,  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e a v e  p e r  y e a r ;
•  1 0  h o l i d a y s  p e r  y e a r ;
•  p e r i o d i c  p a i d  s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e .

T a b l e s  1 1 ,  1 2  a n d  1 3  s u m m a r i z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a b o v e  s u r v e y .  A l t h o u g h  a c ­
t u a r i a l  c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  j u d i c i a l  b e n e f i t s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a t e s  a r e  b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  
o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  A l a s k a  j u d g e s  a r e  e q u a l  t o ,  
i f  n o t  s u p e r i o r ,  t o  t h o s e  o f  a l m o s t  a l l  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h e  o n l y  c r i t e r i a  w h i c h  A l a s k a  
d i d  n o t  m e e t  w e r e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a l  r e t i r e m e n t  f u n d ,  s u r v i v o r ’ s  b e n e f i t s ,  
t h e  l a c k  o f  a  j u d i c i a l  i m m u n i t y  s t a t u t e  a n d  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  s i c k  l e a v e ,  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e  
a n d  s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e .

C .  C O S T  O F  L I V I N G ___________________________________________________________________________________________

C o s t  o f  l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a r e  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  w h e n  c o m ­
p a r i n g  A l a s k a  s a l a r i e s  o r  b e n e f i t s  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h i s  t o p i c  i s  c o v e r e d  
i n  A p p e n d i x  A  a n d  T a b l e s  1 9 ,  2 0  a n d  2 1 .



V I .
C O M P A R I S O N  W I T H  
P R I V A T E  A T T O R N E Y S

L i t t l e  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  w h i c h  t o  b a s e  c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  j u d i c i a l  
s a l a r i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s .  A  s u r v e y  o f  A l a s k a  a t t o r n e y s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  
u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s t a g e .

A l t m a n  &  W e i l ,  I n c . ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  T h e  1 9 8 8  S u r v e y  o f  L a w  F i r m  E c o n o m i c s ,  
f o u n d  t h e  a v e r a g e  1 9 8 7  i n c o m e  f o r  l a w y e r s  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  s t a t e s  ( e x c l u d i n g  C a l i f o r n i a )  
t o  b e  $ 9 5 , 9 7 1 .  T h e  s a m e  s u r v e y  l i s t e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  i n c o m e  f o r  l a w y e r s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a s  
$ 1 0 1 , 7 6 2 ,  S o u t h w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a s  $ 1 1 9 , L  ', W e s t  C e n t r a l  s t a t e s  a s  $ 9 6 , 4 3 7 ,  E a s t  C e n t r a l  
s t a t e s  a s  $ 1 0 0 , 6 3 4 ,  S o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  a s  $ 9 3 , 2 9 3  a n d  N o r t h e a s t e r n  s t a t e s  a s  $ 8 9 , 0 3 1 .  I t  l i s t e d  
t h e  a v e r a g e  i n c o m e  f o r  l a w y e r s  n a t i o n a l l y  a s  $ 1 0 5 , 5 7 2 .

S i n c e  j u d i c i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  h i g h e r  t h a n  “ a v e r a g e ”  q u a l i f i c a ­
t i o n s ,  A l t m a n  &  W e i l ’ s  f i n d i n g s  f o r  t o t a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  ( a  d e f i n i t i o n  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  s a l a r y ,  
m e d i c a l  b e n e f i t s ,  g r o u p  i n s u r a n c e  b e n e f i t s ,  e m p l o y e r ’ s  s h a r e  o f  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  w o r k e r ’ s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  a n d  d i v i d e n d s  p a i d  b y  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o r p o r a t i o n )  r e c e i v e d  b y  l a w  f i r m  p a r t n e r s  a n d  s h a r e h o l d e r s  b a s e d  o n  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  
w e r e  a l s o  r e v i e w e d .  T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  c a n  b e  s u m m a r i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

Total Compensation (Salary & Benefits)

Length of All
Service Firm Calif. West
in Years Average Average Average

31 —  35 .................................................. $1 8 3 ,8 15  $ 2 0 4 ,4 07  $1 7 1 ,4 26

26 —  3 0 .................................................. 182,113 174,408 159,768

21 —  2 5 .................................................. 168,958 193,375 153,193

16 - .....2 0 .................................................. 153,262 155,271 151,736

11 — .....1 5 .................................................  127,710 141,040 125,320

T e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b y  s e n i o r  p a r t n e r s  i n  b o t h  l a r g e  a n d  s m a l l  
l a w  f i r m s  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  A l a s k a  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  r e l a ­
t i o n  t o  w h a t  a  s u c c e s s f u l ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  l a w y e r  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  e a r n  
i n  t h i s  S t a t e .
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1 .  I t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a c c u r a t e  i d e a  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s a l a r i e s  o f  
a t t o r n e y s  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  A l a s k a ;

2 .  T h e  s a l a r i e s  p a i d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a r y  a r e  s e e n  a s  a n  i m p e d i m e n t  t o  s o m e  
p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  j u d i c i a l  c a r e e r ;  a n d

3 .  T h e  b e n e f i t s  a c c r u i n g  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d o  p u r s u e  a  j u d i c i a l  c a r e e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  m a y  b e  a n  o f f s e t t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  s o m e  c a s e s .

In general, the Com m ission recognizes the following:
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C O M P A R I S O N  W I T H  
O T H E R  S T A T E  E M P L O Y E E S  

A N D  G O V E R N M E N T  A T T O R N E Y S

--------------------------------------------------------------- V I I .------------- ------------------------------------------------

A l a s k a  j u d i c i a l  s a l a r i e s  w e r e  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t o p  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h :  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  s e l e c t e d  o f ­
f i c i a l s  i n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ;  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n ­
c h o r a g e  o f f i c i a l s . 37 T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  c o m p a n d  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  A l a s k a - b a s e d  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  j u d g e s ,  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  a t t o r n e y s ,  a n d  w i t h  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
l e g a l  a n d  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c i a l s . 38

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  s a l a r i e s ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  r e a c h e d :

1 .  A l a s k a  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s ,  w h o  a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f e d e r a l  C o s t  
o f  L i v i n g  A l l o w a n c e  ( C O L A ) ,  a r e  p a i d  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  o f  $ 8 9 , 5 0 0 .  s o m e  $ 4 , 0 0 0  m o r e  
t h a n  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  b y  a  s t a t e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a  s t a t e  s u p e r i o r  
c o u r t  j u d g e  r e c e i v e s  o v e r  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0  l e s s  t h a n  h i s  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  c o u n t e r p a r t  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  s i m i l a r .

2 .  A l a s k a - b a s e d  f e d e r a l  c l a i m s  c o u r t  j u d g e s  r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
m i d w a y  b e t w e e n  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  b y  a  s t a t e  a p p e a l s  c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  a  s t a t e  s u p r e m e  
c o u r t  j u s t i c e  w h i l e  f e d e r a l  b a n k r u p t c y  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  U . S .  M a g i s t r a t e s  r e c e i v e  
s a l a r i e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  m i d w a y  b e t w e e n  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  b y  a  s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r  j u d g e  
a n d  a  s t a t e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e .

3 .  T o p  f e d e r a l  a t t o r n e y s  b a s e d  i n  A ' a s k a  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  C O L A .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
t h e  U . S .  A t t o r n e y  a n d  t o p  l e g a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e a c h  r e c e i v e  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a n y  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a r y .

!\  See Table 3.

See Table 14.
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----------- VIII.-----------

L E G I S L A T I V E  H I S T O R Y

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e v e n t s  s i n c e  S t a t e h o o d  w h i c h  
h a v e  s h a p e d  a n d  c h a n g e d  t h e  A l a s k a  j u d i c i a r y .  S t a t u t e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  
a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  T i t l e  2 2  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  R u l e s . 39 I t  s h o u l d  
b e  n c  . e d  t h a t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a r e  n o r m a l l y  m a d e  b y  r u l e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  h i s t o r y  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  j u d i c i a l  a n d  e x ­
e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  T a b l e  1 a n d  a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  
a u t h o r i z e d  n u m b e r  o f  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  f o u r  s t a t e  c o u r t  d i v i s i o n s  i s  s h o w n  i n  
T a b l e  5 .

C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N S _________________________________________________________ _______

1 9 5 9  —  A r t i c l e  I V  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  u n i f i e d  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  w i t h  
j u d i c i a l  p o w e r  t o  b e  “ v e s t e d  i n  a  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  a  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  c o u r t s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ” . T h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  a n d  b o u n d a r i e s  
o f  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w .

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  w a s  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  t h r e e  j u s t i c e s ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  w a s  t o  s e r v e  
a s  C h i e f  J u s t i c e .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  j u s t i c e s  c o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  l a w  a t  t h e  r e ­
q u e s t  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

T h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  w a s  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  j u d g e s .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  j u d g e s  c o u l d  
b e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  l a w .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  t o  s o l i c i t ,-
s c r e e n  a n d  n o m i n a t e  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  v a c a n t  j u d g e s h i p s ;  t o  c o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  f o r  
t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ;  a n d  t o  m a k e  r e p o r t s  a n d  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

O t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ,  w h i c h  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a r e  t h o s e  r e l a t i n g  t o  m i n i m u m  j u d i c i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  m a n d a t o r y  
r e t i r e m e n t  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  7 0 ,  e x c e p t  f o r  s p e c i a l  a s s i g n m e n t s ;  j u d i c i a l  i m p e a c h ­
m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s ;  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  n o n - j u d i c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  j u d g e s .  F i n a l l y  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  j u s t i c e s ,  j u d g e s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o m ­
p e n s a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  c a n n o t  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t e r m s  o f  
o f f i c e  u n l e s s  b y  g e n e r a l  l a w  a p p l y i n g  t o  a l l  s a l a r i e d  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s .

**. Title 22 of the Alaska Statutes contains the following chapters: Of — The Supreme Court; 07 — The Court of Appeals; 10 — The Superior Court; 15 — The District Courts; 20 — Of­ficers and Employees; 25 — Retirement and Death Benefits; and 30 — Judicial Qualifications.
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P r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n ,  r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  
a n d  c e n s u r e  o f  j u d g e s  a n d  j u s t i c e s ;  a n d  p r  , v i d e d  f o r  a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

1 9 7 0  —  F C C S  S C S  C S H J R  l l : 41

E l i m i n a t e d  t h e  s e p a r a t e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

L E G I S L A T I V E  E N A C T M E N T S  A N D  C O U R T  R U L E S _______________________

1 9 5 9  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  5 0 ,  S L A  1 9 5 9  a n d  S e c t i o n  1 6 ,  C h a p t e r  5 0 ,  S L A  1 9 5 9 :

E s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  s e t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  a  t h r e e - m e m b e r  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  a n  e i g l  t h i e m b e r  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t :

1968 — 2d FCCS SCS CSHJR 14:*°

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t   2  j u d g e s
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ..........................................................................................................................................  1 j u d g e
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t   3  j u d g e s
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t   2  j u d g e s

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  t o  
b e  i s s u e d  s a l a r y  w a r r a n t s ,  t h e y  h a d  t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  n o  m a t t e r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e m  
f o r  o p i n i o n  o r  d e c i s i o n  w e r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  t o r  m o r e  t h a n  6  m o n t h s .

—  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 8 4 ,  S L A  1 9 5 9 :

E s t a b l i s h e d  d i s t r i c t  m a g i s t r a t e  c o u r t s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  w i t h  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s .  U n d e r  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a  t o t a l  o f  1 1  d i s t r i c t  m a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................................................................................................................................................  3
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ...............................................................................................................................................................  1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................................................................... ; ....................................................................  4
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ...............................................................................................................................................................  3

P r o v i d e d  f o r  5 3  d e p u t y  m a g i s t r a t e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .........................................................................................................................................................................10

•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ............................................................................................................................................................  7

•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ......................................................................................................................................................................19

® F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .................................................................................................................................................................17

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i m p o s e d  t h e  s a m e  s i x  m o n t h  r u l e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a s  r e q u i r e d  o f  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s  
a n d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s .

T h e  n e w  l a w  f u r t h e r  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i c t  m a g i s t r a t e s  a n d  d e p u t y  
m a g i s t r a t e s  w i t h i n  e a c h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  c o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d e c r e a s e d  b y  r u l e  
o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .<0. The Constitutional provisions affected were A aide IV, {{ 10 and 13.
4.' Constitutional provisions affected were Article IV, {{ 182 and 16.
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A m e n d e d  S e c  2 5 ( 1 ) ,  C h a p t e r  5 0 ,  S L A  1 9 5 9  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  
c o u r t  j u d g e s  t o  9 ,  a l l o c a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

1962 —  Section 1, Chapter 119, S L A  1962:
•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .....................................................................................................................................................................  2
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .............................................................................................................................................................  1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  .............................................................................................................................................................  4
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .............................................................................................................................................................  2

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 6 3 .

1 9 6 6  —  S e c t i o n  3 ,  C h a p t e r  2 4 ,  S L A  1 9 6 6 :

R e n a m e d  t h e  D i s t r i c t  M a g i s t r a t e  C o u r t  a s  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  a n d  d i s t r i c t  
m a g i s t r a t e s  a s  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e s .

A s s i g n e d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  b y  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a s  f o l l o w s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  .....................................................................................................................................................................  3
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ..............................    1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  ................................................................................................................................................................  4
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................  2

1 9 6 7  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  8 3 ,  S L A  1 9 6 7 :

E x p a n d e d  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t o  5  j u s t i c e s .

E x p a n d e d  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  t o  1 1  j u d g e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  .....................................................................................................................................................................  2

•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  ................................................................................................................................................................  6
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 2

1 9 6 8  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 6 2 ,  S L A  1 9 6 8 :

R e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a c t i n g  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  
m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  s u c h  a c t i n g  a p p o i n t e e s .

—  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 6 4 ,  S L A  1 9 6 8 :

M a d e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  o r  r e j e c t i o n  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  u n d e r  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 1 7 0 .

1 9 7 0  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  4 4 ,  S L A  1 9 7 0 :

E x p a n d e d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  t o  1 6  j u d g e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  ................................................................................................................................................................... 3
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .............................................................................................................................................................  1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  .............................................................................................................................................................  9
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .............................................................................................................................................................  3The legislation became effective July 1, 1970.
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I n c r e a s e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  f r o m  $ 3 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  i n  c a s e s  i n v o l v ­
i n g  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  m o n e y  o r  d a m a g e s ;  a n d  t o  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  m o n e y  
Ci d a m a g e s  i n  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  t o r t  c a s e s  e x c l u s i v e  o f  c o s t s ,  i n t e r e s t  a n d  a t t o r n e y  
f e e s .

T h e  s a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  e x t e n d e d  t h e  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t

1972 — Section 1, Chapter 36, SLA 1972:

c o u r t s  s t a t e w i d e .

1 9 7 5 —  Section 1, Chapter 1 6 6 ,  SLA 1 9 7 5 :

S u p e r i o r  c o u r t  e x p a n d e d  t o  17 j u d g e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ........................................................................................................................................................................ 3
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................................................................................................................................................10

•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 3

L e g i s l a t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y .

1 9 7 6 —  Section 1 ,  Chapter 1 9 3 ,  SLA 1 9 7 6 :

E x p a n d e d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  t o  2 0  j u d g e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ........................................................................................................................................................................ 4
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................    1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................................................................................................................................................10

•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 5

U p g r a d e d  B e t h e l  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p  i n  t h e  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  a  
s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  p o s i t i o n .

E s t a b l i s h e d  t w o  n e w  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p s ,  o n e  i n  t h e  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  
a t  S i t k a  a n d  o n e  i n  t h e  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  F a i r b a n k s .

L e g i s l a t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y .

1 9 7 8  —  S e c t i o n s  2  a n d  4 - 8 ,  C h a p t e r  8 0 ,  S L A  1 9 7 8 :

E n t i t l e d  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  e m p l o y e e s  t o  r e c e i v e  a  g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d ­
j u s t m e n t  t o  s a l a r i e s  e q u a l  t o  3 . 5  p e r c e n t  o f  a n n u a l  s a l a r y ,  t i m e s  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  p a y  s t e p  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  a  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  
w h e r e  A S  3 9 . 2 7 . 0 2 0  s p e c i f i e s  z e r o  t o  f i v e  p a y  s t e p  i n c r e a s e s .

I n  a n  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  A S  3 9 . 2 7 . 0 2 0  s p e c i f i e s  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  p a y  s t e p s ,  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a y  s t e p  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  j u d i c i a l  b r a n c h  e m p l o y e e s  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  
f i v e .

A n y  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  t o  w h i c h  j u s t i c e s  o r  j u d g e s  m a y  b e  e n t i t l e d  a r e  c o m ­
p u t e d  o n l y  o n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  p r e - g e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  
a d j u s t m e n t s .

—  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  2 3 ,  S L A  1 9 7 8 :

I n c r e a s e d  s m a l l  c l a i m s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s  t o  $ 2 , 0 0 0 .
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1 9 8 0  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 2 ,  S L A  1 9 8 0 :

E s t a b l i s h e d  t h r e e  m e m b e r  c r i m i n a l  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s .

—  S e c t i o n s  5 - 9 ,  C h a p t e r  1 2 ,  S L A  1 9 8 0 :

C h a n g e d  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e s  a n d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
j u d g e s  f r o m  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  a p p o i n t m e n t .

—  S e c t i o n  1 2 ,  C h a p t e r  1 2 ,  S L A  1 9 8 0 :

C h a n g e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  t o  s p e c i f y  r e s i d e n c e  i n  A l a s k a  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  t o  ( 1 )  h a v e  b e e n  
e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w  f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  
p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  o r  ( 2 )  t o  h a v e  s e r v e d  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s  a s  a  m a g i s t r a t e  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  s a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
m a y  p r e s c r i b e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

—  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  3 4 ,  S L A  1 9 8 0 :

E x p a n d e d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  t o  2 3  j u d g e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .....................................................................................................................................................................  4
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ..........................................................................................................................................................  2
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................... 1 2
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .............................................................................................................................................................  5

L e g i s l a t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 .

—  A l a s k a  C o u r t  R u l e s

C h a n g e d  R u l e  1 9  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  m a g i s t r a t e s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t . . .
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t

1 9 8 2  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  7 0 ,  S L A  1 9 8 2 :

I n c r e a s e d  n u m b e r  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  f r o m  2 3  t o  2 6  t h r o u g h  t h e  u p g r a d i n g  
o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  t o  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p s  m  t h e  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  
W r a n g e l l - P e t e r s b u r g  a n d  t h e  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  B a r r o w  a n d  t h e  a d d i ­
t i o n  o f  o n e  n e w  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p  i n  t h e  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  P a lm e r .  
T h e  n e w  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s h i p s  b y  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .....................................................................................................................................................................  5
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ........................................................................................................................................................... 3
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ....................................................................................................................................................................1 3
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .............................................................................................................................................................  5

3  j u d g e s  a n d  1 2  m a g i s t r a t e s  
1 j u d g e  a n d  1 8  m a g i s t r a t e s  

9  j u d g e s  a n d  1 8  m a g i s t r a t e s  
5  j u d g e s  a n d  1 6  m a g i s t r a t e s
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1 9 8 3  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  6 5 ,  S L A  1 9 8 3 :

E x p a n d e d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  t o  2 7  j u d g e s ,  a l l o c a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ........................................................................................................................................................................  5
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ..........................................    3
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................................................................................................................................................1 4
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 5

L e g i s l a t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  i m m e d i a t e l y .

1 9 8 4  —  S e c t i o n  2 ,  C h a p t e r  1 3 7 ,  S L A  1 9 8 4 :

I n c r e a s e d  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  t o  2 9  j u d g e s  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a l l o c a t i o n :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ........................................................................................................................................................................ 5
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t   .....................................................................................................................................................  3
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .......................................................................................................................................................................1 6
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 5

S e c t i o n  3  o f  t h e  s a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c h a n g e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  
t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ........................................................................................................................................................................  3
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................ 1
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ......................................................... , * ........................................................................................................1 2
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................................................................................................  4

—  S e c t i o n s  7 7 - 7 8 ,  C h a p t e r  6 ,  S L A  1 9 8 4 :

R e s t a t e d  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n d  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t .

—  A l a s k a  C o u r t  R u l e s

C h a n g e d  R u l e  1 9  o f  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  m a g i s t r a t e s .

•  F i r s t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ................................................................................ 2  j u d g e s  a n d  1 2  m a g i s t r a t e s
•  S e c o n d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t   0  j u d g e s  a n d  1 8  m a g i s t r a t e s
•  T h i r d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ............................................................................... 1 1  j u d g e s  a n d  1 8  m a g i s t r a t e s
•  F o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t   4  j u d g e s  a n d  1 6  m a g i s t r a t e s

1 9 8 5  —  S e c t i o n  3 ,  C h a p t e r  1 7 ,  S L A  1 9 8 5 :

I n c r e a s e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  t o  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  c i v i l  c a s e s .  
A l l  t y p e s  o f  a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  m o n e t a r y  l i m i t s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  F i l e d  i n  D i s t r i c t  
C o u r t  e x c e p t  w h e r e  p r o v i d e d  b v  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r u l e .

G a v e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o v e r  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  c a s e s .

1 9 8 7  —  S e c t i o n  7 ,  C h a p t e r  3 8 ,  S L A  1 9 8 7 :

I n c r e a s e d  c i v i l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  t o  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0 .
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--------------------------IX.— ---------------------

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

A .  T H E  B A S E  S A L A R I E S .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  j u d i c i a l  
b r a n c h :

C h i e f  J u s t i c e ,  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .......................................................................................................... $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e s ............................................................................................................................  $  9 9 , 5 0 0  p e r  y e a r
A p p e a l s  C o u r t  J u d g e s .................................................................................................................................  $  9 4 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e s .................................................................................................................................  $  9 2 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e s .................................................................................................................................... $  7 8 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

1 .  S a b b a t i c a l  L e a v e :  L e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  p r o v i s i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  p r o ­
v i s i o n  f o r  u p  t o  o n e  y e a r  o f  s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e  f o r  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  a t  o n e - h a l f  
s a l a r y .  E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  s a b b a t i c a l s  s h o u l d  a c c r u e  a f t e r  7  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  w i t h  
a  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  f o l l o w i n g  a  s a b b a t i c a l .  
T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a  f o r  s a b b a t i c a l s  s h o u l d  b e  
l e f t  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .

2 .  M a t e r n i t y  L e a v e :  J u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  1 2  w e e k s  o f  m a t e r n i t y  
l e a v e  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  o n  e x e c u t i v e  s a l a r y  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

3 .  O t h e r  L e a v e :  T h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s h o u l d  r e v i e w  c u r r e n t  
l e a v e  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  v a c a t i o n  l e a v e ,  s i c k  l e a v e ,  l e a v e  w i t h o u t  p a y ,  a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e  a n d  l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  a  m o r e  c o h e s i v e  l e a v e  
p o l i c y  f o r  a l l  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s .

4 .  G e o g r a p h i c  C o o t  o f  L i v i n g  A d j u s t m e n t s :  T h e  c u r r e n t  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t  
s y s t e m ,  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ,  s h o u l d  b e  m o d i f i e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

0  p e r c e n t :  A n c h o r a g e ,  J u n e a u ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  W r a n g e l l - P e t e r s b u r g ,  S i t k a ,
P a l m e r ,  K e n a i  a n d  H o m e r

3 . 5  p e r c e n t :  F a i r b a n k s
1 0 . 5  p e r c e n t :  K o d i a k ,  V a l d e z
1 7 . 5  p e r c e n t :  K o t z e b u e ,  N o m e ,  B a r r o w  a n d  B e t h e l
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  i s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  p e r c e n ­
t a g e s  b e  a p p l i e d  o n l y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  o f  b a s e  s a l a r y ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  
c o s t  o f  f o o d ,  s h e l t e r  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  a m e n i t i e s / 2

5 .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  L e g i s l a t i o n .  L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  e n a c t e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
a c c r u i n g  t o  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  j u d i c i a r y .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a r e  a c ­
t i n g  a s  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s .  I t  i s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t ,  
w h e n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  a c t  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s ,  t h e y  
s h o u l d  b e  p a i d  a s  s u c h  a n d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  
t h e  a d d e d  e x p e n s e  i n  i t s  b u d g e t .

6 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a n d  D e p u t y .  T h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  A d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  s h o u l d  b e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  b a s e  s a l a r y  o f  a  s u p e r i o r  
c o u r t  j u d g e  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  o n l y  w h e n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  
j u d g e s  a r e  i n c r e a s e d .

T h e  s a l a r y  o f  t h e  D e p u t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  s h o u l d  b e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h a t  
o f  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  i n c r e a s e d  o n l y  
w h e n  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  i n c r e a s e d / 3

B .  R A T I O N A L E  ,

A s  t h e  A p p e n d i c e s  i n d i c a t e ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a d e  a n  e x t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s u b ­
j e c t  o f  j u d i c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  I n  d o i n g  s o  i t  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  t h e  A l a s k a  
j u d i c i a r y ,  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  w a s  r a n k e d  f i r s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  b a s e  s a l a r y  a m o u n t s ,  
b y  N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 8 6 ,  i t  h a d  f a l l e n  t o  f i f t h  p o s i t i o n  a n d ,  a s  o f  t h i s  d a t e ,  i t  i s  r a n k e d  
a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e v e l s :

S u p r e m e  C o u r t ................................................................................................................................................ E l e v e n t h
C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s ........................................................................................................................................ F o u r t e e n t h
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t ................................................................................................................................................ F o u r t e e n t h 44°. The Commission also supports the changes which have been proposed with respect to all other state government employees. In this regard, the Commission agrees with the Opinion and Deci­sion of Arbitrator In Arbitration Between Alaska Public Employees Association and State of Alaska, October 20, 1986.4). The Commission recognizes that the salaries of the Administrative Director and the Deputy Administrative Director are without the scope of its legislative mandate. However, it was the consensus of the Commissioners that such personnel should not, under any circumstances, be paid salaries which are higher than that of superior and appellate court judges, not to mention higher than the Governor of the State of Alaska. In the event that the proposed judicial salaries are not enacted or arc enacted at a lower level, the salaries of the administrative director and the deputy administrative i/rector should remain frozen until such time as they reach parity with superior court judges and deputy commissioners respectively.Table 10. No comparisons could be made with respect to the district court level because of the dramatic variations in jurisdiction of those courts from state to state. However, it is worthy of note that .Alaska’s district court judges have a broader, more extensive jurisdiction than most similar courts.
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M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  A l a s k a n  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  s u f f e r  f u r t h e r  e r o s i o n  w h e n  p a y  r a i s e s  
a l r e a d y  a p p r o v e d  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  I d a h o ,  K e n t u c k y ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  N e b r a s k a  
a n d  T e n n e s s e e  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  1 9 8 9  a n d  1 9 9 0 .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f u r t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d ,  a s  i t  d i d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  e x e c u t i v e  s a l a r i e s ,  
t h a t  i n f l a t i o n  h a s  e r o d e d  j u d i c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  F r o m  1 9 8 5  t o  J u l y  1 9 8 8  a l o n e ,  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  C o n s u m e r  P r i c e  I n d e x  h a s  r i s e n  7 . 1  p e r c e n t .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
g a p  b e t w e e n  i n c o m e  e a r n e d  b y  p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  
w a s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  g r o w .  M o s t  a l a r m i n g  w a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  
p r i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w e r e  n o t  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  b e n c h  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  
i n  s a l a r i e s  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  w e r e  l e a v i n g  p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  I t  i s  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r e n d  p e r c e i v e d  b y  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  o n e  o f  n a t i o n w i d e  p r o p o r t i o n s .  G i v e n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  a n d  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  w e l l  q u a l i f i e d  j u d i c i a r y ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  
l i t t l e  h e s i t a t i o n  i n  m a k i n g  i t s  s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 43

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  a  f o r m a l  s a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e  p o l i c y ,  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  n o t e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  s u p p o r t  i t ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  
i n c e n t i v e  w h i c h  i t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  b o t h  t o  s e e k  j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  
a n d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  s u c h  a  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  s t r e s s  w h i c h  
i s  a  n a t u r a l  o u t g r o w t h  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n . 46

S a b b a t i c a l  l e a v e s  a r e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  b e i n g  v i e w e d  a s  a  m e t h o d  b o t h  o f  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  o f  e n s u r i n g  a  h e a l t h y ,  p e r m a n e n t  j u d i c i a r y .  T h u s ,  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  
a t  i t s  m i d w i n t e r  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  H o u s e  o f  D e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  v o t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  u r g i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e s  a d o p t  p r o g r a m s  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s a b b a t i c a l s .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s u c h  a  p r o g r a m  w i l l  p r o v e  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  A l a s k a ’ s  
j u d i c i a r y  a n d  h e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  a d o p t e d .

The court system contends that, with appropriate cost of living adjustments, “supreme court salaries rank 37th of the 45 states which can be ranked by available cost of living indices in 1988. Similarly, court of appeals salaries rank 33rd of 35 ranked states and superior court salaries rank 33rd of 45 ranked states in 1986:’ Judicial Salary Paper at 9 (October, 1988).J<\ Robbins, Has The Time Come for Judicial Sabbaticals?, 71 Judicature, No. 6 at 306 (1988).
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I  I N T R O D U C T I O N

I  -------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  O f f i c e r s ’  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  l a s t  s u b m i t t e d  i t s  r e c o m -  
P  m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  o n  A p r i l  0 ,  1 9 8 7 .  T h e  f i n d i n g s

a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  R e p o r t  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  a s  a  s u p p l e m e n t  t o  
t h e  e a r l i e r  R e p o r t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n  u p d a t e  o f  p r e v i o u s l y  s u b m i t t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .
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Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  O F F I C E  I

T h e  g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  o f f i c e  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s .

A .  L E G I S L A T I V E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S ____________________________________________________________

A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i n i m u m  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  m e t  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e :

1 .  B e  a t  l e a s t  2 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r u n  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e ;
2 .  B e  a t  l e a s t  2 1  y e a r s  o f  a g e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r u n  f o r  t h e  H o u s e ;
3 .  B e  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e ;  a n d
4 .  H a v e  b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m

w h i c h  e l e c t e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  o n e  y e a r ,  i m m e d i a i e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  f i l i n g  f o r  
o f f i c e .

A r t i c l e  I I ,  S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s e t s  t h e  S e n a t e  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  t w e n t y  
a n d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  f o r t y .  A j l i c l e  V I  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  p e r i o d i c  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t .

B .  O T H E R  R E Q U I R E M E N T S __________________________________________________________________________

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  b a s i c  m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e s  m u s t  
r u n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  b o t h  p r i m a r y  a n d  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  m u s t  
b e  r e - e l e c t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n .
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L E G I S L A T I V E :  B R A N C H  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

A .  D I V I S I O N  O F  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y ___________________________________________________________

A s  p r o v i d e d  b y  A r t i c l e  I I  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  i s  v e s t e d  i n  a  b i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  t w e n t y  m e m b e r  S e n a t e  
a n d  a  f o r t y  m e m b e r  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

T h e  t e r m  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i s  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  t h a t  c f  S e n a t o r s  i s  f o u r .  T h e  t e r m s  
o f  S e n a t o r s  a r e  s t a g g e r e d  s o  t h a t  h a l f  a r e  e l e c t e d  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s .  W h e n  a  v a c a n c y  
i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o c c u r s ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t s  a  m e m b e r  t o  s e r v e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  
o f  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m .

T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m e e t s  e a c h  y e a r .  B y  v i r t u e  o f  a  1 9 8 4  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d ­
m e n t ,  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  1 2 0  c o n s e c u t i v e  c a l e n d a r  d a y s .  A n  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a t  l e a s t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  
m e m b e r s h i p  o f  e a c h  H o u s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  S p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s  m a y  b e  c a l l e d  b y  
t h e  G o v e r n o r  o r  b y  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .



R E S T R I C T I O N S  O N  A C T I V I T I E S  O F  
L E G I S L A T I V E  B R A N C H

 ------------------------------------------------------------ IV .----------------------------------------------------------------

A r t i c l e  I I ,  S e c t i o n  5  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  n o  l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  
h o l d  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o f i t  i n  f e d e r a l  o r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e  s a m e  
S e c t i o n  a l s o  p r o h i b i t s  l e g i s l a t o r s  f r o m  t a k i n g  o t h e r  p o s t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  v o t e d  s a l a r y  
i n c r e a s e s .  S e c t i o n  5  i s  q u o t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

“ N o  l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  h o l d  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o f i t  u n d e r  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  o r  t h e  S t a t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  t e r m  f o r  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  a n d  f o r  o n e  y e a r  t h e r e a f t e r ,  
n o  l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  b e  n o m i n a t e d ,  e l e c t e d ,  o r  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a n y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  o r  
p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o f i t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d ,  o r  t h e  s a l a r y  o r  e m o l u m e n t s  o f  w h i c h  
h a v e  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d ,  w h i l e  h e  w a s  a  m e m b e r .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  
a n y  p e r s o n  f r o m  s e e k i n g  o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  
o r  m e m b e r  o f  C o n g r e s s .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  o r  
e l e c t i o n  t o  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ! ’

A s  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  r o u t i n e l y  r e c e i v e  c l o s e  p u b l i c  
s c r u t i n y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d e t a i l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s  a n d  c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  d i s c l o s e d  i n  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m ­
m i s s i o n .  T h e  f i l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  p a r a l l e l  t h o s e  o f  s e n i o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  a n d  j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  f u l l y  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r  
i n  t h i s  R e p o r t .

A n o t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  i s  t h e  n e e d  t o  s p e n d  a l m o s t  
o n e - t h i r d  o f  e a c h  y e a r  i n  J u n e a u ,  t h e  S t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t w o  
h o u s e h o l d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m o s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  h a v e  c a r e e r s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  a r e a s  w h i c h  t h e y  
p u t  a s i d e  w h e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  i n  s e s s i o n ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
a l t h o u g h  l e g i s l a t o r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  p r o g r a m ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  r e a l i z e  
b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h a t  s y s t e m  u n l e s s  t h e y  h a v e  e i t h e r  p r e v i o u s l y  a c c r u e d  t i m e  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  
o r  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b e i n g  r e - e l e c t e d .



L E G I S L A T I V E  B R A N C H  
S A L A R I E S  A N D  B E N E F I T S

A l a s k a  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e c e i v e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  b a s e  s a l a r y . 47 H o w e v e r ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s a m e  b e n e f i t s  a s  t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s ,  
l e g i s l a t o r s  r e c e i v e  a l l o w a n c e s  f o r  p e r  d i e m  w h i l e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  i n  s e s s i o n ,  p l u s  m o v i n g  
t i m e ,  a n d  w h i l e  u n d e r t a k i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o r  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  w h e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n .  L e g i s l a t o r s  a l s o  r e c e i v e  a  f l a t  o f f i c e  e x p e n s e  a l l o w a n c e  a n d  m a y  o r  m a y  
n o t  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e  d i s t r i c t s .

A .  S A L A R I E S _____________________________________    _

T h e  c u r r e n t  b a s e  s a l a r y  f o r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  i s  $ 2 2 , 1 4 0  p e r  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  
t o  S t e p  A ,  R a n g e  1 0  o f  t h e  s t a t e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e  f o r  J u n e a u .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b a s e  s a l a r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  i n  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
r e c e i v e s  a n  a n n u a l  $ 5 0 0  h o n o r a r i u m .

B .  S E S S I O N  P E R  D I E M  ( S h o r t  T e r m  a n d  L o n g  T e r m )    __________

L e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e  a l l o w e d  f o r  a  s t a t e  
e m p l o y e e  u n d e r  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 1 0  a n d  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 6 0 ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r a t e  
w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e .

L e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m  a t  t h e  short-term r a t e  o f  $ 8 0  p e r  
d a y  d u r i n g  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  l i v i n g  a t  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  o f  
r e s i d e n c e ;  a n d  w h i l e  o n  c o m m i t t e e  b u s i n e s s  o r  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  i n  a  p l a c e  
t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e ;  i . e .  a  m i n i m u m  o f  $ 9 , 6 0 0  p e r  y e a r . 48

L e g i s la > " '  ’  i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m  a t  t h e  long-term r a t e  o f  $ 6 0  p e r  
d a y  d u r i n g  a  k  . ^ s i o n  i f  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g  a t  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n c e ;
a n d  w h i l e  e n g a g e d  i n  c o m m i t t e e  b u s i n e s s  o r  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e i r  p l a c e  
o f  p e r m a n e r ' .  r e s i d e n c e ;  i . e .  a  m i n i m u m  o f  $ 7 , 2 0 0  p e r  y e a r . 49

C .  M O V I N G  P E R  D I E M _________________________________________ _________ ___________________________________

L e g i s l a t o r s  m a y  a l s o  c o l l e c t  p e r  d i e m ,  p l u s  a n  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  s p o u s e s  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s ,  
f o r  “ m o v i n g  i n ”  a n d  “ m o v i n g  o u t ”  t i m e  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e

See Tables 15 and 16.J‘ . The session length of 120 days times S80 per day. 49. The session length of 120 days times S60 per day.
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s e s s i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n  m o v i n g  a n d  t r a v e l  p o l i c i e s ,  m o v i n g  p e r  d i e m  
i s  c a l c u l a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

“ A  s t a n d a r d  p e r  d i e m  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r ,  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  p e r  d i e m  
f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  s p o u s e ,  a n d  a n  e i g h t e e n  d o l l a r  ( $ 1 8 )  p e r  d a y  p e r  d i e m  
f o r  e a c h  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  d e p e n d e n t s  w h i l e  e n  r o u t e ,  u p  t o  a  m a x i m u m  
o f  5  d a y s  p e r  p e r s o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  ( a )  u p o n  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a  l e g i s l a t o r ,  o r  h i s  o r  h e r  s p o u s e ,  a n d  
d e p e n d e n t s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  d i e m  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e  a s  p e r  d i e m  w h i l e  
e n  r o u t e  f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s  w h i l e  l o o k i n g  f o r  h o u s i n g ;
( b )  u p o n  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  a  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
a  l e g i s l a t o r ,  h i s  o r  h e r  s p o u s e ,  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  d i e m  
a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e  a s  p e r  d i e m  w h i l e  e n  r o u t e  f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  
( 5 )  d a y s  w h i l e  l o o k i n g  f o r  h o u s i n g ;  a n d  ( c )  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  e v e r y  
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  a  l e g i s l a t o r ,  h i s  o r  h e r  s p o u s e ,  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s  a r e  
e n t i t l e d  t o  p e r  d i e m  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e  a s  p e r  d i e m  w h i l e  e n  r o u t e  f o r  
a  p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  f i v e  ( 5 )  d a y s ! ’

D .  O F F I C E  A L L O W A N C E  ______________________________________________________ _______________

E a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  r e c e i v e s  a  c h e c k  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 4 , 0 0 0  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  w h i c h  m a y  b e  u s e d  f o r  s t a t i o n e r y ,  p o s t a g e ,  s t e n o g r a p h i c  s e r v i c e s  
a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .

E .  T R A V E I ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

T r a v e l  o n  c o m m i t t e e  b u s i n e s s  i s  p a i d  o u t  o f  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  c o m m i t t e e  b u d g e t .  I n  a d ­
d i t i o n ,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  e a c h  H o u s e  h a s  f u n d s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  p a y  f o r  a  
l e g i s l a t o r ’ s  t r a v e l  o n  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r .  H o w e v e r ,  m a n y  L e g i s l a t o r s  
e i t h e r  u s e  p e r s o n a l  f u n d s  o r  u s e  t h e  $ 4 , 0 0 0  o f f i c e  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  t r a v e l  t o  t h e i r  h o m e  
d i s t r i c t s .  F i n a l l y ,  t r a v e l  t o  a n d  f r o m  J u n e a u  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  e n d  o f  e a c h  
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i s  p a i d  f o r  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  s p o u s e s  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s .

F .  B E N E F I T S ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C u r r e n t l y ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e c e i v e  t h e  s a m e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  s u p p l e m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s  
a s  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e y  m a y  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  
E m p l o y e e s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .

G .  L E A V E ______________________________ _____________________________________________________ _____________________ __________

L e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h o u r s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n n u a l  
l e a v e ,  s i c k  l e a v e ,  o v e r t i m e  a n d  c o m p e n s a t o r y  t i m e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  a  l e g i s l a t o r  w a n t s  
t o  b e  e x c u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  h e  o r  s h e  m u s t  f i r s t ,  o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  
f r o m  e i t h e r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  o r  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e .
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C O M P A R I S O N S

I n  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  S t a t e  O f f i c e r s ’  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  r e v i e w e d  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
m e t h o d s  o f  c o m p a r i s o n  o f t e n  u s e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  r e c o m m e n d e d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
l e v e l s .  T h e s e  m e t h o d s  a n d  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  c o n c l u s i o n  a s  t o  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  
b e l o w .

A .  C O M P A R I S O N  W I T H  O T H E R  S T A T E S ______________________________________________

T h e  s t a t e s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  l e v e l s  g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  w h i c h  
m e e t  y e a r - r o u n d .  F o r  t h e  e t h e r  s t a t e s ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n  l e v e l s  f l u c t u a t e d  w i d e l y .  T h e  
C o m m i s s i o n  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  s t a t e s  p r e c l u d e d  i t  f r o m  d r a w i n g  
a n y  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n c l u s i o n s ,

B .  C O M P A R I S O N  W I T H  P R I V A T E  S E C T O R __________________________________________

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t - t i m e  s t a t u s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  i t s  p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  a s p e c t s ,  p r e c l u d e d  m e a n i n g f u l  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  p o s i t i o n s  o f  s i m i l a r  r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  a  v e r y '  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e .  H o w e v e r ,  u n l i k e  o t h e r  h i g h l y  r e s p o n ­
s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  s h o w  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  d e g r e e  o f  
e x p e r t i s e  o r  p r i o r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  a  r e l a t e d  f i e l d .

C .  C O M P A R I S O N  W I T H  S T A T E  E M P L O Y E E S ____________________________________

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  n o t  r e c e i v e  l e s s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  t h a n  d o  t h e i r  s t a f f  b u t  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  s u c h  a n  a r g u m e n t  w a s  n o t  
r e l e v a n t  s i n c e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i t s e l f  s e t s  s t a f f  s a l a r i e s .

D .  C O S T  O F  L I V I N G  _________________ ___________________________ _____________________________________

C o s t  o f  l i v i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a r e  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  w h e n  c o m ­
p a r i n g  A l a s k a  s a l a r i e s / b e n e f i t s  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  T h i s  t o p i c  i s  c o v e r e d  i n  
A p p e n d i x  A  a n d  T a b l e s  1 9 ,  2 0  a n d  2 1 .
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L E G I S L A T I V E  H I S T O R Y

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e v e n t s  s i n c e  S t a t e h o o d  w h i c h  
h a v e  s h a p e d  a n d  c h a n g e d  t h e  A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h .  T h e  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h i s  b r a n c h  
w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A J a s l c a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  C h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  h a v e  b e e n  e n a c t e d  
t h r o u g h  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s .

C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N S ________________________________________________________________

1 9 5 9  —  A r t i c l e  I I  o f  t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  a m e n d e d ,  c o n t a i n s  p r o v i s i o n s  w h i c h  
o u t l i n e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r ;  m e m b e r s h i p ;  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  o f f i c e ;  t e r m s  o f  o f ­
f i c e ;  t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  v a c a n c i e s ;  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  o f f i c e ;  i m m u n i t y ;  s a l a r y  a n d  
e x p e n s e s ;  t h e  l e n g t h  a n d  t i m i n g  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s ;  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s ;  a d j o u r n ­
m e n t ;  i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e s ;  r u l e s ;  t h e  f o r m  a n d  p a s s a g e  o f  b i l l s ;  v e t o e s ;  a n d  
i m p e a c h m e n t . .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h i s  R e p o r t :

T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  y ' v v e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  i s  v e s t e d  i n  a  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  S e n a t e  
w i t h  a  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t w e n t y  a n d  a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i t h  a  m e m b e r ­
s h i p  o f  f o r t y .  ( S e c t i o n  1 ) .

A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  b e  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a  r e s i ­
d e n t  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  
f o r  a t  le a s t :  o n e  y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  f i l i n g  f o r  o f f i c e .  A  s e n a t o r  
s h a l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  2 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  l e a s t  2 1  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  
( S e c t i o n  2 ) .

L e g i s l a t o r s  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  t e r m s  b e g i n  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  
M o n d a y  o f  t h e  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w .  
T h e  t e r m  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  b e  t w o  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  t e r m  o f  s e n a t o r s ,  f o u r  
y e a r s .  O n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  e v e r y  t w o  y e a r s .  ( S e c t i o n  3 ) .

A  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  a s  p r o v i d e d  
b y  la w .  I f  n o  p r o v i s i o n  i s  m a d e ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y  b y  a p p o i n t ­
m e n t .  ( S e c t i o n  4 ) .

L e g i s l a t o r s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  a n n u a l  s a l a r i e s .  T h e y  m a y  r e c e i v e  a  p e r  d i e m  a l l o w a n c e  
f o r  e x p e n s e s  w h i l e  i n  s e s s i o n  a n d  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  g o i n g  t o  a n d  
f r o m  s e s s i o n s .  P r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  m a y  r e c e i v e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  ( S e c ­
t i o n  7 ) .

T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  o t h e r  
i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e s .  T h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r i m  c o m m i t t e e s  m a y  m e e t  b e t ­
w e e n  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s .  T h e y  m a y  p e r f o r m  d u t i e s  a n d  e m p l o y  p e r s o n n e l  a s
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p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e i r  m e m b e r s  m a y  r e c e i v e  a n  a l l o w a n c e  f o r  e x ­
p e n s e s  w h i l e  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  ( S e c t i o n  1 1 ) .

1 9 8 3  —  S C S  C S  H J T R  2  [ R u l e s ] :
L i m i t e d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  a  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  t o  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  1 2 0  d a y s ,  
e f f e c t i v e  D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 8 4 .

L E G I S L A T I V E  E N A C T M E N T S ,

R E F E R E N D U M S ,  I N I T I A T I V E S  A N D  R E P O R T S _________________________________

1 9 5 9  — ■ S e t  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  $ 3 , 0 0 0 ,  p l u s  $ 4 0  p e r  d a y  o f  p e r  d i e m  
t o  c o v e r  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

1 9 6 1  —  S e c t i o n  2 ,  C h a p t e r  2 6 ,  S L A  1 9 6 1 :
L o w e r e d  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 ;  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a n  a n n u a l  o f ­
f i c e  a l l o w a n c e  o f  $ 3 0 0 ;  a n d  s e t  t w o  p e r  d i e m  r a t e s ,  $ 2 5  p e r  d a y  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  
w h o  l i v e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n  J u n e a u  a n d  $ 3 5  p e r  d a y  f o r  a l l  o t h e r s .

T h e  o f f i c e  a l l o w a n c e  w a s  a l l o c a t e d  i n  a  l u m p  s u m  t o  e a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  f o r  p o s t a g e ,  
s t a t i o n e r y ,  s t e n o g r a p h i c  s e r v i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  e x p e n s e s  w e r e  n o t  
v o u c h e r e d  a n d  t h e  a l l o w a n c e  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  U . S .  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r ­
v i c e  a s  i n c o m e .

1 9 6 6  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  1 4 9 ,  S L A  1 9 6 6 :
I n c r e a s e d  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  $ 6 , 0 0 0 .

1 9 7 0  —  S e c t i o n  9 ,  C h a p t e r  1 9 3 ,  S L A  1 9 7 0 :
R a i s e d  t h e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  $ 9 , 0 0 0  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  a n n u a l  o f ­
f i c e  a l l o w a n c e  t o  $ 4 , 0 0 0 .

P e r  d i e m  w a s  s e t  a t  $ 3 5  p e r  d a y  f o r  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  b u t  c o u l d  b e  c l a i m e d  o n l y  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  9 0  d a y s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  p l u s  t r a v e l  t o  a n d  f r o m  J u n e a u  
a n d  s e t t l i n g - i n  t i m e .

1 9 7 6  —  S e c t i o n  6 ,  C h a p t e r  1 4 8 ,  a n d  S e c t i o n  7 ,  C h a p t e r  2 6 3 ,  S L A  1 9 7 6 :
I n c r e a s e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  t o  $ 1 4 , 7 2 0  a n d ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  w e r e  t i e d  t o  t h e  
s t a t e  p a y  s c a l e . 30

S e s s i o n  p e r  d i e m  w a s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  $ 4 8  p e r  d a y  f o r  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  
f r o m  J u n e a u  w h o s e  p e r  d i e m  r a t e  r e m a i n e d  a t  $ 3 5  p e r  d a y  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  c r e a t e d  a  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c e r s  e n t i t l e d  t h e  E l e c t e d  O f f i c e r s ’  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  ( E P O R S )  w h i c h  h a d  
m o r e  g e n e r o u s  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a n  d i d  t h e  P u b l i c  E m p l o y e e s ’  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  
( P E R S ) .

—  S t a t e  R e f e r e n d u m
V o t e r s  r e j e c t e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a y  r a i s e  w h i c h  h a d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r e d u c i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s a l a r i e s  t o  $ 9 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

,0. Thirty-three percent of Range 28, Step A.
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T h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  n e w  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  
( E P O R S )  c o u l d  n o t  r e p e a l e d  f o r  t h o s e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a l r e a d y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
s y s t e m .

1 9 7 7  —  A l a s k a  S a l a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t
R e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  b e  r a i s e d  t o  $ 1 1 , 7 5 0  p e r  y e a r .  T h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t e d  t h i s  s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  a d o p t  o t h e r  r e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o p o s e d  a  v o u c h e r e d  a c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  o f f i c e  a l l o w a n c e s  
a n d  a  t w o  t i e r  s y s t e m  f o r  p e r  d i e m  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  l o w e r  r a t e  a f t e r  1 0 0  
d a y s  o f  a  s e s s i o n  h a d  e l a p s e d .

1 9 7 9  —  A l a s k a  S a l a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t
R e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  b e  r a i s e d  t o  $ 1 2 , 6 9 0  w i t h  a d j u s t m e n t s  
t o  r e f l e c t  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  i n c r e a s e s .  T h e  H o u s e  p a s s e d  a  b i l l  e s s e n t i a l l y  a d o p t i n g  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b u t  t h e  S e n a t e  v e r s i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  a d o p t e d ,  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r y .

1 9 8 0  —  S e c t i o n s  1 4  a n d  2 8 ,  C h a p t e r  3 ,  S L A  1 9 8 0 :
A b o l i s h e d  t h e  A l a s k a  S a l a r y  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  s a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a p p r o v e d  t h r e e  
s e p a r a t e  p a y  r a t e s  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s  f o l l o w s :

•  s a l a r y  f o r  1 9 7 9  w a s  r e t r o a c t i v e l y  i n c r e a s e d  t o  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  f u l l  y e a r ;

•  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  $ 1 7 , 2 8 0  p e r  y e a r  w a s  r e t r o a c t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  t o  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 ;

•  a n  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  o f  $ 1 8 , 7 6 8  w a s  s e t  f o r  1 9 8 1 . 11

F u t u r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t a n d e m  w i t h  i n c r e a s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  
f o r  t h a t  l e v e l  o n  t h e  s t a t e  p a y  s c a l e .

1 9 8 3  —  S e c t i o n  2 ,  C h a p t e r  8 3 ,  S L A  1 9 8 3 :
E l i m i n a t e d  p e r  d i e m  a n d  r a i s e d  t h e  b a s e  s a l a r y  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  S t e p  A ,  R a n g e  
2 2  o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a y  s c a l e ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u n e  2 1 ,  1 9 8 3 .  T h i s  h a d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  i n c r e a s ­
i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  t o  $ 4 6 , 8 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

1 9 8 4  —  B a l l o t  I n i t i a t i v e  P e t i t i o n :
A  p e t i t i o n  d r i v e  w a s  l a u n c h e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
o n  t h e  1 9 8 6  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .

1 9 8 5  —  S e c t i o n  1 ,  C h a p t e r  8 7 ,  S L A  1 9 8 5 :
R e m o v e d  l e g i s l a t o r s ’  s a l a r i e s  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  p a y  s c a l e  a n d  f r o z e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m ­
p e n s a t i o n  a t  $ 4 6 , 8 0 0  p e r  y e a r .

1 9 8 6  —  C h a p t e r  1 2 4 ,  S L A  1 9 8 6 :
C r e a t e d  t h e  S t a t e  O f f i c e r s ’  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  t o  r e v i e w  a n d  r e c o m ­
m e n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  s a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e t  t h e  b a s e  s a l a r y  f o r  l e g i s l a t o r s  a t  S t e p  A ,  R a n g e  1 0  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  p a y  s c a l e ,  $ 2 2 , 1 4 0 ,  a n d  r e i n s t a t e d  p e r  d i e m  a t  $ 8 0  p e r  d a y ,  e f f e c ­
t i v e  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 7 .5.‘ This was equal to Step A, Range 10 of the state pay scale.
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

A .  T H E  B A S E  S A L A R I E S

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a l a r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
1 .  I n t e r i m  P e r  D i e m .  W h e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  

b e  p a i d  p e r  d i e m  o n l y  f o r  b o n a  F id e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  r e q u i r i n g  o v e r n i g h t  t r a v e l .

2 .  P e r  D i e m  R a t e s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h o u l d  r e v i e w  p e r  d i e m  
r a t e s  p a i d  t o  a l l  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  c u r r e n t  p e r  
d i e m  r a t e s  a r e  t o o  l o w  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  c o v e r  r e a s o n a b l e  l o d g i n g  a n d  m e a l  e x ­
p e n s e s  i n  m o s t  A l a s k a  t o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s .

3 .  O f f i c e  A l l o w a n c e s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  l u m p - s u m  d i s t r i b u t i o n  l o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o f f i c e  e x ­
p e n s e s  s h o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  A n  a c c o u n t  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  b e  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  w h e r e b y  e a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  c o u l d  “ c h a r g e ”  u p  t o  $ 4 , 0 0 0  
f o r  s t a t i o n e r y ,  p r i n t i n g ,  p o s t a g e  a n d  o f f i c e  e q u i p m e n t .

4 .  T r a v e l .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n s t i t u e n t  c o n ­
t a c t ,  e a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  s h o u l d  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t w o  r o u n d - t r i p  v i s i t s  t o  h i s  o r  
h e r  h o m e  d i s t r i c t  d u r i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .

5 .  B e n e f i t s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  o f  r e t i r e m e n t  
a n d  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b e n e f i t s  b e  r e t a i n e d .

S i n c e  m u c h  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i s  a l r e a d y  c o n t a i n ­
e d  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  1 9 8 7  R e p o r t ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e i t e r a t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  s u p ­
p l e m e n t a r y  c o m m e n t s  a r e  i n  o r d e r .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r y  i s s u e ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n ­
c l u d e d  t h a t  s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  c o - e q u a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  b e a r  
s o m e  e q u i v a l e n c e .  T h u s ,  h a v i n g  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  i t s  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  s h o u l d  b o t h  b e  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r ,  a n  a t ­
t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  t o  e q u a t e  t h o s e  f u l l - t i m e  s a l a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  p a r t - t i m e  s e r v i c e  r e n d e r e d  
b y  l e g i s l a t o r s .

T h e  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  F i g u r e  w a s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t ,  f o r  a  1 2 0  d a y  s e s s i o n ,

b r a n c h :
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e . .  
A l l  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  . . .

$ 4 0 , 5 0 0  p e r  y e a r  
$ 4 0 , 5 0 0  p e r  y e a r  
$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r

B .  R A T I O N A L E
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a  s a l a r y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  C o m ­
m i s s i o n  f u r t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  w o r k  
p e r f o r m e d  w h e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  n o t  i n  s e s s i o n .  A s  a  r e v i e w  o f  T a b l e s  1 7  a n d  1 8  
i n d i c a t e ,  l o n g  t e r m  p e r  d i e m  r a n g e d  f r o m  a  l o w  o f  z e r o  d o l l a r s  t o  a  h i g h  o f  $ 6 , 4 5 0  
i n  1 9 8 7  a n d  f r o m  z e r o  t o  $ 8 , 3 5 0  i n  1 9 8 8 .

A s  T a b l e  1 7  d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  
i s  o n  p a r  w i t h  w h a t  s o m e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  i n  f a c t  p a i d  w h e n  w a g e s ,  l o n g  t e r m  p e r  
d i e m  a n d  s e s s i o n  p e r  d i e m  a r e  c o m b i n e d .  W h a t  i s  a c h i e v e d  w i t h  t h e  f l a t  f i g u r e  i s  
n o t  o n l y  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u e  e x t e n t  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s a l a r i e s  b u t  a l s o  p a r i t y  a m o n g  
a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h .

F u r t h e r ,  a s  w i t h  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e ,  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h ,  
n a m e l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
w e r e  a c c o r d e d  a n  h o n o r a r i u m  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s .

I n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e  
f o r e g o i n g  s a l a r y  f i g u r e s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  n o  p e r  d i e m  b e  p a i d  
e x c e p t  f o r  b o n a  f i d e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  r e q u i r i n g  o v e r n i g h t  t r a v e l .  A s  i t  o b s e r v e d  
i n  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t

“ p r e s e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  i n t e r i m  p e r  d i e m  a s  a  s a l a r y  s u p p l e ­
m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a n  e x p e n s e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  p e r  d i e m  
i s  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  w o r k  i n  l e g i s l a t o r s ’  h o m e  t o w n s .  C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  a r e  s o  
l o o s e l y  w o r d e d  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e o r y ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  m a y  c o l l e c t  p e r  d i e m  
f o r  o n e  h o u r ’ s  w o r k  s p e n t  w r i t i n g  t o  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  T h e  p o i n t  o f  p e r  d i e m  
i s  t o  c o v e r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t r a v e l  r e q u i r e d  b y  w o r k .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  s o  l i m i t e d .

T h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c l a i m i n g  p e r  d i e m  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  a c c o u n ­
t a b i l i t y  f o r  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  a n d  a l l  c l a i m s  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  w e l l  
d o c u m e n t e d .  C o n t r o l s  o n ,  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  p e r  d i e m  s h o u l d  a p p l y  
e q u a l l y ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  p e r  d i e m  i s  c h a r g e d  a g a i n s t  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  
b u d g e t  o r  a g a i n s t  l e a d e r s h i p  f u n d s ! ’ 52

S i n c e  t h a t  c o n c l u s i o n ,  r e n d e r e d  i n  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  e v i d e n c e  
w h i c h  m o r e  t h a n  a d e q u a t e l y  s u p p o r t s  i t .

A t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  p r e p a r e d  a  r e p o r t  
d e t a i l i n g  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  b y  l e g i s l a t o r s  d u r i n g  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 8 7 .  T h a t  
r e p o r t  i s  a p p e n d e d  h e r e t o  a s  T a b l e  1 7 .  A s  i t  r e v e a l s ,  i n  n o  c a s e  w a s  s e s s i o n  p e r  d i e m  
l i m i t e d  t o  $ 9 , 6 0 0 .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  m o v i n g  p e r  d i e m  r a n g e d  f r o m  a  l o w  o f  z e r o  t o  a  h i g h  o f  $ 4 , 9 0 2  
w h i l e  p e r  d i e m  e a r n e d  w h i l e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  o f f i c e s ,  r a n g e d  l i k e w i s e  
f r o m  a  l o w  o f  z e r o  t o  a  h i g h  o f  $ 6 , 4 5 0 .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  m o v i n g  t r a v e l  w e r e  z e r o  
t o  $ 1 , 3 3 4  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  m o v i n g  m i l e a g e  r a n g e d  f r o m  z e r o  t o  $ 8 8 7 .  O u t  o f  
s e s s i o n ,  i n  d i s t r i c t  t r a v e l ,  c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  l o n g  t e r m  t r a v e l  a n d  l o n g  t e r m  m i l e a g e ,  
l i k e w i s e  r a n g e d  f r o m  a  l o w  o f  z e r o  t o  a  h i g h  o f  $ 2 , 8 0 7 . 7 5 .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s u c h

"J. 1987 Final Report, State Officers' Compensation Commission at 18 (April 6, 1987).
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d i s p a r i t i e s ,  t o t a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r a n g e d  f r o m  $ 3 5 , 7 3 8 . 0 4  t o  $ 5 5 , 0 6 8 . 4 0 ,  a  
d i f f e r e n c e  o f  s o m e  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .

A  s i m i l a r  r e p o r t  w a s  r e v i e w e d  f o r  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 8 8 .  I t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t o t a l  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r a n g e d  f r o m  a  l o w  o f  $ 3 4 , 7 2 5  t o  a  h i g h  o f  $ 5 6 , 5 6 9 ,  a  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  o f  a l m o s t  $ 2 2 , 0 0 0 .  I n  1 9 8 8 ,  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s a m e  b a s e  s a l a r y ,  o f ­
f i c e  a l l o w a n c e  a n d ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  a l l o w a n c e s  p a i d  t o  J u n e a u - b a s e d  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  
t h e  s a m e  s e s s i o n  p e r  d i e m .  M o v i n g  p e r  d i e m  r a n g e d  f r o m  z e r o  t o  $ 3 , 0 1 8 ,  l o n g  t e r m  
p e r  d i e m  r a n g e d  f r o m  z e r o  t o  $ 8 , 3 5 0 ,  a n d  s h o r t  t e r m  e x p e n s e s / p e r  d i e m  r a n g e d  
f r o m  z e r o  t o  $ 1 1 , 5 7 6 .  E v e n  g i v e n  t h e  d i s p a r a t e  m o v i n g  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  m o v e m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  j u s t i f y  s u c h  d i s p a r i t y  i n  
c o m p e n s a t i o n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  b e n e f i t s  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  b e  
r e v i e w e d  i n  d e p t h .  W h i l e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d i d  a t  l e a s t  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  i t  i s  
n o t  e q u i p p e d  t o  m a k e  a n  i n  d e p t h  s t u d y  e i t h e r  i n  t e r m s  o f  s t a f f i n g  o r  f i n a n c i a l  
r e s o u r c e s .
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C O S T  O F  L I V I N G

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c o m p a r a t i v e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  m e a s u r e m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e ,  e a c h  w i t h  
s t r e n g t h s  a n d  w e a k n e s s e s .

T h e  o n l y  m e a s u r e  o f  c h a n g e  i n  c o s t s  o v e r  t i m e  f o r  A l a s k a  i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  c o n s u m e r  p r i c e  i n d e x  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  B u r e a u  
o f  L a b o r  S t a t i s t i c s . 33 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  R e s e a r c h e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A C C R A )  g a t h e r s  p r i c e  d a t a  f o r  c l o s e  t o  2 5 0  c i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  a n d  c o m p i l e s  t h e m  i n t o  a n  I n t e r - C i t y  C o s t  o f  L i v i n g  I n d e x . 54 A C C R A  d a t a  f o r  
A l a s k a  a r e  s o m e w h a t  s u s p e c t  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o l l e c t e d  i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r .  F u r ­
t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  A C C R A  i n d e x  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  t a x e s  w h i c h  a r e  a  r e l a t i v e ­
l y  m i n o r  e l e m e n t  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  i n d e x  d o e s  p r o v i d e  s o m e  i n ­
d i c a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i v e  l i v i n g  c o s t s  a m o n g  U . S .  c i t i e s .

A  r e v i e w  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c o n s u m e r  p r i c e  i n d e x  f o r  A n c h o r a g e ,  S e a t t l e  a n d  
t h e  U . S .  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c o n s u m e r  p r i c e s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  r i s e n  m o r e  s l o w l y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  
t h a n  “ O u t s i d e ! ’  T h u s ,  w h i l e  c o s t s  h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  h i g h ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  a n d  
t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  i t  o n c e  w a s .

A n  a n a l y s i s  o f  p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  b y  s t a t e  w a s  a l s o  u n d e r t a k e n  a s  a  m e a s u r e  
o f  A l a s k a ’ s  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  d a t a  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  
B u r e a u  o f  E c o n o m i c  A n a l y s i s ,  A l a s k a  r a n k e d  f i f t h  n a t i o n a l l y  i n  1 9 8 7  a f t e r  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  
N e w  J e r s e y ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  N e w  Y o r k .  P e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m e  f o r  A l a s k a  i n  1 9 8 7  w a s  
v i r t u a l l y  u n c h a n g e d  f r o m  1 9 8 6 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  S t a t e ’ s  r e l a t i v e l y  d e p r e s s e d  e c o n o m i c  c o n ­
d i t i o n ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  w a s  1 1 7  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e . 33

H o w e v e r ,  n o  f i r m  c o n c l u s i o n  c o u l d  b e  r e a c h e d  a s  t o  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  b y  w h i c h  
A l a s k a  s a l a r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  a d j u s t e d  t o  r e a c h  p a r i t y  w i t h  t n o s e  o f  t h e i r  c o n t i n e n t a l  c o u n t e r ­
p a r t s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o u l d  o n l y  c o n c l u d e ,  f r o m  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  
f e d e r a l  C O L A  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  a  2 5  p e r c e n t  a d j u s t m e n t ,  i s  n o t  a n  a c c u r a t e  r e f l e c ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p a r i t y .  I n d e e d ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  e x c e e d i n g l y  h i g h .

See Table 19. J4. See Table 20. ”  See Table 21.
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T A B L E  1

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
ALASKA EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCH BASE SALARIES

Executive Branch Judicial BranchY e a r ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------Governor Lt. Governor Commissioners Supreme Court Chief Justice SupremeCourt AppealsCourt SuperiorCourt DistrictCourt1959 $25,000 $18,000 $12,000-$ 17,000 $23,?30 $22,500 2 $19,000 $10,000'1965 27,500 21,000 20,000 25,500 24,500 2 21,000 12,960'1967 24,500 23,600 27,000 26,000 2 23,000 17,500*1969 32,000 28,500 27,500 30,000 28,000 2 26,500 19,0001970 40,000 36,000 33,000 2 36,000 2 33,000 25,0001974 50,000 44,000 40,000 2 44,000 2 40,000 33,5001975 2 44,942 2 41,197 34,8301976 48,576 2 52,992 2 48,576 41,0681979 65,000 58,500 57,500 2 63,000 2 57,500 49,0001980 70,068 65,352 63,120 2 70,068 $65,352 63,120 54,4801982 77,760' 72,564' 70,116 2 77,760 72,564 70,116 60,6001983 81,648 76,188 73,620 2 81,648 76,188 73,620 63,6361985 4 4 77,304 2 85,728 79,992 77,304 66,8161 Maximum salary.* Appeals Court created in 1980. Permanent Supreme Court Chief Justice position eliminated in 1970.’ Salary effective December 1982.4 Salaries of Governor and Lieutenant Governor frozen by Legislature.Sources: Alaska Court System.Alaska Statutes— Chapter 50, SLA 1959; Chapter 105, SLA ,1959; Chapter 184 SLA 1959; Chapter 128, SLA 1962; Chapter U5, SLA 1965 Chapter 156, SLA 1966; Chapter 83, SLA 1967; Chapter 123, SLA 1967; Chapter 101, SLA 1969; Chapter 193, SLA 1970 Chapter 71, SLA 1972; Chapter 34, SLA 1974; Chapter 205, SLA 1975; Chapter 148, SLA 1976; Chapter 263, SLA 1976 Chapter 80, SLA 1978; Chapter 3, SLA 1980; Chapter 50, SLA 1982; Chapter 83, SLA 1983.; Chapter 87, SLA 1985.



COMPARISON OF 
STATE GOVERNORS SALARIES

JULY 1988

TABLE 2

Rank State Annual Salary Rank State Annual Salary
28 Alabama.............................  $ 70,223 49 Montana.................. ..........  50,45219 Alaska.................. 47 Nebraska.................. ..........  58,00024 Arizona............... ...............  75,000 23 Nevada..................... .......... 77,50050 Arkansas.............................  35,000 37 New Hampshire...... ..........  68,00511 California............................  85,000 11 New Jersey.............. .......... 85,00029 Colorado.............. ................ 70,000 42 New Mexico........... ..........  63,00022 Connecticut ................ 78,000 1 New York............... ..........  130,000'29 Delaware.............. ...............  70,000 2 North Carolina....... ..........  105,0004 Florida................. ..............  98,905 44 North Dakota......... .......... 60,8869 Georgia................. ..............  86,706 40 Ohio......................... .......... 65,00021 Hawaii.................. ..............  80,000 29 Oklahoma............... .......... 70,00048 Idaho .................... ..............  55,000 24 Oregon..................... .......... 75,0007 Illinois.................. ..............  93,266 11 Pennsylvania............ .......... 85,00039 Indiana................. ..............  65,988 35 Rhode Island..................... 69,90029 Iowa..................... ..............  70,000 18 South Carolina........ .......... 83,23238 Kansas.................. ..............  66,950' 46 South Dakota........... .......... 59,05136 Kentucky.............. ..............  68,364 11 Tennessee.................. .......... 85,00026 Louisiana............. ..............  73,440 8 Texas......................... ..........  91,60029 Maine.................... ..............  70,000 45 Utah.......................... .......... 60,00011 Maryland............. ..............  85,000 41 Vermont................... ......... 63,60611 Massachusetts...... ..............  85,000 11 Virginia..................... ......... 85,0003 Michigan.............. ..............  100,077 6 Washington.............. ......... 93,9005 Minnesota........... ..............  94,204 27 West Virginia........... ......... 72,00042 Mississippi........... ..............  63,000 10 Wisconsin.................. ......... 86,14920 Missouri............... ..............  81,000 29 Wyoming.................. ......... 70,000

1 Official salary not fully taken by current incumbent.Source: Alaska State Officers’ Compensation Commission survey, July 1988.
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COMPARISON OF ANNUAL SALARIES 
SENIOR ALASKA STATE OFFICIALS

1987

TABLE 3

Elected State Executives Governor.................................................................$ 81,648Lieutenant Governor , .........................  76,188Appointed State Executives Commissioners (28E)........................................... S 77,304Independent State AgenciesAlaska Housing Finance Corp. Executive Director (28F).................................... $ 79,992Alaska Industrbl Dev. Auth. Executive Director (28E)......................................  77,304Alaska Munic. Bond Bank Auth. Executive Director (28D)..................................... 74,472Alaska Permanent Fund Corp. Executive Director.................................................  92,212Alaska Permanent Fund Corp. Comptroller............................................................. 86,700Alaska Power Authority Executive Officer (29F)........................................ 82,812Alaska Public Utilities Commiss. Executive Director (26D)..................................... 69,276Alaska Public Utilities Commiss. Commissioners (26C)............................................ 66,816Alaska Railroad Corporation Chief Executive Officer.....................................  125,000Alaska Seafood Marketing Inst. Executive Director (26B)...................................... 64,620Alaska State Building Authority Executive Director (28C)..................................... 71,880Alcoholic Beverage Control Board Director (26J)........................................................  77,268Commercial Fisheries Entry Comm. Commissioner (26C)............................................. 66,816Oil and Gas Conservation Commiss, Chairman/Commissioner (27E).........................  74,472Oil and Gas Conservation Commiss. Commissioner (27D)............................................. 71,880Postsecondary Education Commiss. Executive Director (28J)...................................... 82,992Public Offices Commission Director (24A)........................................................  56,244University of Alaska President.............................................................. $ 95,273'Chanceilor-Anchorage........................................  90,715'Chancellor-Fairbanks.......................................... 91,595'Chancellor-Juneau...............................................  80,654'Municipality of Anchorage Mayor $ 70,000City Manager....................................$ 54,000 — 82,000Anchorage School District Superintendent  $ 92,0002
1 Budgeted salaries, excluding geographic cost o f  living adjustments, housing allowance, etc.
2 Salary will be 596,000 fo r  1988/C9 school year.

Sources: A laska O ffice o f  the Governor.
A laska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission. 
A laska Department o f  Adm inistration.
A laska Department o f  Commerce and 

Economic Development.
A laska Department o f  Revenue.
A laska Housing Finance Corporation .
A laska Permanent Fund C orporation .

A laska Postsecondary Education Commission. 
A laska Power A uthority .
A laska Pub lic O ffices Commission.
A laska Railroad  Corporation .
A laska State Building Authority .
Anchorage School District.
University o f  A laska.
Municipality o f  Anchorage.



TABLE 4
SALARIES OF STATE EMPLOYEES 
RELATIVE TO COMMISSIONERS

1987

Commissioners................................................................................................................................$ 77,304Department of Commerce and Economic DevelopmentExecutive Director, Alaska Power Authority....................................................................  82,812Executive Director, Alaska Industrial Development Authority.................................... 77,304Chief Executive Officer, Alaska Railroad Corporation.................................................. 125,000Department of EducationExecutive Director, Postsecondary Education Commission.........................................  82,992Department of Health and Social ServicesClinical Services Director....................................................................................................  94,744'Staff Psychiatrist (2)...................................................................        93,3481Staff Psychiatrist (2)............................................................................................................  89,280'Department of LawAttorney V I............................................................................................................................ 86,292Attorney V ...............................................................................................................................  83,292Attorney VI (2)......................................................................................................................  83,172Attorney V (2).......................................................................................................................... 80,280Attorney VI...............................................................................................................................  80,160Deputy Attorney General...............................................................................   79,992Attorney V (12)...............................................................................................   77,376Department of Natural ResourcesChief, Petroleum Geology..........................................................................  80,160Petroleum Manager.............................................................................    80,160Department of RevenueDeputy Commissioner of Treasury.....................................................................................  79,992Executive Director, Permanent Fund Corporation............................................................  91,212Chief Investment Officer, Permanent Fund Corp.............................................................  87,900Comptroller, Permanent Fund Corporation  ......................................    86,700Executive Director, Alaska Housing Finance Corporation............................................. 79,992

1 1988 salaries.
Sources: A laska Department o f  Commerce and Econom ic Development; A laska Power Authority; A laska 

Railroad Corporation ; .Alaska Department o f  Education; A laska Department o f  H ea lth and Social 
Services; A laska Department o f  Law; A laska Department o f  Natura l Resources; A laska 
Department o f  Revenue; A laska Permanent Fund Corpo ration ; and A laska Housing Finance 
Corporation .
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T A B L E  5

CURRENTLY AUTHORIZED JUDGESHIPS
A L A S K A  S U P R E M E ,  A P P E A L S ,  S U P E R I O R  A N D  D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S

I. SUPREME COURT
5  j u s t i c e s  —  4  b a s e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ;  1 b a s e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s

II. COURT OF APPEALS
3  j u d g e s  —  a l l  b a s e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e

III. SUPERIOR COURT
a .  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

5  j u d g e s  —  1 b a s e d  i n  K e t c h i k a n ;  1 b a s e d  i n  S i t k a ;  2  b a s e d  i n  J u n e a u ;
1 b a s e d  i n  W r a n g e l l / P e t e r s b u r g

b .  S e c o n d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
3  j u d g e s  —  1 b a s e d  i n  N o m e ;  1 b a s e d  i n  K o t z e b u e ;  1 b a s e d  i n  B a r r o w

c .  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
1 6  ju d g e s  —  1 2  b a s e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ;  1 b a s e d  i n  K o d i a k ;  1 b a s e d  i n  K e n a i ; )  b a s e d  i n  P a lm e r ;
1 b a s e d  i n  V a l d e z

d .  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
5  j u d g e s  —  4  b a s e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s ;  1 b a s e d  i n  B e t h e l

IV. DISTRICT COURT
a .  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t

2  j u d g e s  —  1 b a s e d  i n  K e t c h i k a n ;  1 b a s e d  i n  J u n e a u

b .  S e c o n d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
N o n e

c .  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t 1
11 j u d g e s  —  9  b a s e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ;  1 b a s e d  i n  H o m e r ;  1 b a s e d  i n  P a lm e r

d .  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t
4  j u d g e s  —  a l l  b a s e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s

1 State Statutes provide fo r 12 District C ou rt judges in the third jud ic ia l district. Adm inistrative Ru le 19 o f  
the A laska Court System provides fo r  on ly  11 District C ou rt judges in this jud ic ia l district.Source: Alaska Court System, 1987 Annual Report.



T A B L E  6

RETENTION SURVEY SCORES 
ALASKA JUDICIAL SYSTEM
B Y  D A T E  O F  O R I G I N A L  A P P O I N T M E N T 1

B a r  R a t i n g 2 D a t e  o f  O r i g i n a l  A p p o i n t m e n t

1 9 6 2  — 1 9 7 5 1 9 7 6  - -  1 9 7 9 1 9 8 0  - -  1 9 8 4

N o . % N o . % N o . %

4 . 0  o r  h i g h e r 3 1 2 . 0 3 2 5 . 0 8 3 8 . 1

3 . 5  —  3 . 9 8 3 2 . 0 6 5 0 . 0 1 0 4 7 . 6

3 . 0  —  3 . 4 1 0 4 0 . 0 2 1 6 . 7 3 1 4 . 3

U n d e r  3 . 0 4 1 6 . 0 1 8 . 3 0 0 . 0

T O T A L 2 5 1 0 0 . 0 1 2 1 0 0 . 0 2 1 1 0 0 . 0

1 Note: Data covers all judges appointed between 1962 and 1984 who have been evaluated in atleast one retention election evaluation. Where a judge has been evaluated more than once, only the most recent evaluation was used unless the judge moved to a different court.2 Bar rating is on a 5-point scale where 1 = unacceptable2 = deficient3 = acceptable4 =■ good5 = excellent
Source: .Alaska Judicial Council.-
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T A B L E  7

OUTCOME OF APPOINTMENTS 
ALASKA JUDICIAL SYSTEM

1 9 5 9  —  1 9 8 6

O u t c o m e  o f  A p p o i n t m e n t s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t 1

M a i n t a i n e d  J u d i c i a l  C a r e e r

N o . % N o . % N o . %

S t i l l  o n  b e n c h 5 3 5 . 7 2 9 5 4 . 7 1 5 3 4 . 1

R e t i r e d / d i e d  i n  o f f i c e 3 2 1 . 4 1 2 2 2 . 6 5 1 1 . 4

A p p o i n t e d  t o  o t h e r  c o u r t 3 2 1 . 4 8 1 5 .1 7 1 5 . 9

S u b t o t a l

L e f t  J u d i c i a l  C a r e e r

1 1 7 8 . 6 4 9 9 2 . 5 2 7 6 1 . 4

I n v o l u n t a r i l y  r e t i r e d / n o t  
r e t a i n e d / r e s i g n e d  a f t e r  
“ u n q u a l i f i e d ”

1 7 . 1 1 1 . 9 4 9 .1

R e s i g n e d ,  n o w  i n  p r i v a t e  
p r a c t i c e / o t h e r

2 1 4 . 3 1 1 .9 8 1 8 . 2

U n k n o w n G 0 . 0 2 3 . 8 5 1 1 .4

S u b t o t a l 3 2 1 . 4 4 7 . 6 1 7 3 8 . 6

T O T A L 1 4 1 0 0 . 0 5 3 1 0 0 . 0 4 4 1 0 0 . 0

1 Note: Data fo r District Court judges are fo r 1968 — 1986 on ly . Data fo r  Appeals Cou rt judges are omitted 
as a ll three original judges are still serving.

Source: Alaska Judicial Council.
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fABLE 8
CASELOAD TRENDS —  FILINGS 

ALASKA STATE COURTS
F Y  1 9 8 2  —  F Y  1 9 8 8

Court FY 1982 FY 1983__________ FY 1984__________ FY 1985__________ FY 1986__________ FY 1987__________ FY 1988
a %  Change %  Change %  Change a %  Change # %  Change # %  ChangeSupreme 409 509 24.4 541 6.3 528 -2.4 631 19.5 587 -7.0 607 3.4Appeals 459 584 27.2 531 -9.1 506 -4.7 588 16.2 523 -11.1 497 -5.0SuperiorFirst 1,960 2,274 16.0 2,571 13.1 2,565 -0.2 2,366 -7.8 2,326 -1.7 2,251 -3.2Second 648 776 19.8 881 13.5 878 -0.3 1,056 20.3 988 -6.4 769 -22.2Third 11,423 11,732 2.7 12,889 9.9 14,430 12 .0 13,978 -3.1 12,975 -7.2 12,620 -2.7Fourth 3,137 3,582 14.2 4,119 15.0 3,917 -4.9 3,671 -6.3 3,316 -9.7 3,315 -0.0

17,168 18,364* 7.0 20,460 11.4 21,790 6.5 21,071 -3.3 19,605 -7.0 18,955 -3.3District1First 14,360 11,582 -19.3 14,035 2 1 .2 15,655 11.5 14,875 -5.0 12,839 -13.7 12,482 -2.8Second 2,172 1,977 -9.0 2,096 6 .0 2,291 9.3 2,690 17.4 2,351 -12.6 2,814 19.7Third 80,548 90,381 12 .2 96,905 7.2 100,893 4.1 96,042 -4.8 97,281 1.3 92,675 -4.7Fourth 20,873 23,298 1 1 .6 22,435 -3.7 16,862 -24.8 17,480 3.7 18,540 6 .1 20,033 8 .1
117,953 127,238* 7.9 135,471 6.5 135,701* 0 .2 131,087 -3.4 131,011* -0.1 128,004 -2.3

' District Court statistics fo r  higher volume District Courts only, but include magistrate cases in those locations. 
FY  1981 —  Court o f  Appeals established in 1980 and commenced operation in mid-September 1980.
FY 1983 —  Upgrading o f  District to Superior Court judgeships in Wrangell/Petersburg and Barrow.

Superior Court judgeship added in Palmer.
Addition o f  2 District Court judgeships in Anchorage.

FY  1985 —  Upgrading o f  District to Superior C ou rt judgeship in Valdez.
Addition o f  2 Superior Cou rt judgeships in Anchorage.

FY  1986 —  Legislature funded an additional acting District Court judgeship in Palmer.Source: Alaska Court System Annual Reports.



T A B L E  9

CASELOAD TRENDS —  DISPOSITIONS 
ALASKA STATE COURTS

F Y  1 9 8 2  —  F Y  1 9 8 8

Court FY 1982 FY 1983____________FY 1984 FY 1985____________FY 1986___________ FY 1987___________ FY 1988# # % Change # % Change # % Change % Change # % Change # % ChangeSupreme 422 538 27.5 567 5.4 484 -14.6 645 33.3 522 -19.1 649 24.3Appeals 328 594 81.1 526 -11.4 461 -12.4 688 49.2 483 -29.8 469 -2.9SuperiorFirst 1,593 1,578 -0.9 2,04' 29.8 2,112 3.1 2,061 -2.4 2,121 2.9 1,816 -14.4Second 612 600 -2.0 857 42.8 776 19.5 1,056 36.1 1,030 -2.5 828 -19.6Third 9,856 9,317 -5.5 9,763 4.8 11,576 18.6 11,522 -4.7 2,318 6.9 11,528 -6.4Fourth 2,619 3,075 17.4 3,279 6.6 4,097 24.9 4,067 -0.7 3,036 -25.4 3,096 2.014,680 14,570 -0.7 15,948 9.5 18,561 16.4 18,706 0.8 18,505 -1.1 17,268 -6.7DistrictFirst 13,953 10,731 -23.1 13,570 26.5 14,524 7.0 14,016 -3.5 12,452 -11.2 12,168 -2.3Second 2,080 2,044 -1.7 1,980 -3.1 2,137 7.9 2,805 31.3 2,451 -12.6 2,866 16.9Third 74,851 88,935 18.8 92,041 3.5 91,383 -0.7 86,935 -4.9 90,018 3.5 86,813 -3.6Fourth 20,145 23,373 16.0 21,980 -6.0 15,976 -27.3 18,255 14.3 17,962 -1.6 20,015 11.4111,029 125,083' 12.7 129,571 3.6 124,020* -4.3 122,011 -1.6 122,883* 0.7 121,862 -0.8
1 District Court statistics for higher volume District Courts only, but include magistrate cases in those locations. FY 1981 — Court of Appeals established in 1980 and commenced operation in mid-September 1980.FY 1983 — Upgrading of District to Superior Court judgeships in Wrangell/Petersburg and Barrow.Superior Court judgeship added in Palmer.Addition of 2 District Court judgeships in Anchorage.FY 1985 — Upgrading of District to Superior Court judgeship in Valdez.Addition of 2 Superior Court judgeships in Anchorage.FY 1986 — Legislature funded an additional acting District Court judgeship in Palmer.
Source: Alaska Court System Annual Reports.



T A B L E  1 0

COMPARISON OF JUDICIAL SALARIES 
STATE AND FEDERAL COURT SYSTEMS

NOVEMBER 1988
State Highest Court Appellate Court General Trail Court

Salary Rank Salary Rank Salary Rank
A labam a S 82 ,880 17 S 81 ,880 12 S 76,760* 15
A laska 85,728* 11 79 ,992 14 77,304* 14
A rizona 84 ,000 14 82 ,000 11 80 ,000 10
A rkansas 66 ,010 39 63 ,763 32 61 ,513 35
C a lifo rn ia 103,469 2 97 ,003 2 84 ,765 4
C o lo rado 72 ,000 32 67 ,500 29 63 ,000 34
Connecticut 81,920* 19 76,172* 19 72,766* 20
Delaware 84 ,400 13 79 ,900 11
F lo rid a 92 ,822 6 87 ,362 7 81 ,902 7
Georgia 80 ,514 21 79,931 15 77,973* 13
Hawaii 78 ,500 25 73 ,500 23 69 ,50 0 24
Idaho 62 ,738 45 61 ,738 34 58 ,800 42
Illin o is 93 ,266 4 87 ,780 6 75 ,113 16
Indiana 66 ,000 40 61 ,000 35 56 ,000 45
Iow a 72 ,900 30 69 ,800 27 66 ,000 30
Kansas 70 ,142 35 67 ,638 28 60 ,978 38
Kentucky 66 ,946 37 64 ,213 31 61 ,481 36
Louisiana 74 ,966 28 71 ,767 25 68 ,569 25
Maine 77 ,300 26 73 ,100 19
M ary land 86 ,900 10 83 ,800 9 82 ,200 5
Massachusetts 90 ,450 8 83 ,708 10 80 ,360 8
M ichigan 100,000 3 96 ,000 3 92,000* 2
M innesota 80 ,010 23 73,811 22 70 ,77 0 22
Mississippi 70 ,800 34

20
61 ,200 37

M issouri 81 ,00 9 20 75 ,447 69 ,885 23
M ontana 50 ,452 50 49 ,178 50
Nebraska 63 ,512 44 58 ,750 43
Nevada 73 ,500 29 67 ,000 28
New Hampshire 70 ,102 36 68 ,269 26
New Jersey 93 ,000 5 90 ,000 4 85 ,000 3
New Mexico 62 ,184 46 59 ,052 37 55 ,980 46
New Y o rk 115,000 1 102,500 1 95 ,000 1
N orth  C a ro lin a 79,668* 24 75,432* 21 66,972* 29
N orth  D ako ta 59 ,140 47 55 ,519 47
Ohio 85 ,250 12 80 ,000 13 65 ,250 33
O klahom a 71 ,406 33 66 ,944 30 59 ,506 41
Oregon 72 ,362 31 70 ,639 26 65 ,645 31
Pennsylvania 91 ,500 7 89 ,500 5 80 ,000 10
Rhode Island 82,967* 16 74,317* 18
South C a ro lin a 83 ,883 15 79 ,690 16 79 ,690 12
South D akota 58 ,697 48 54 ,808 48
Tennessee 65 .650 41 63 ,125 33 60 ,600 40
Texas 80,371 22 79,371* 17 72,442* 21
Utah 64 ,000 42 60 ,800 36 57 ,600 44
Verm ont 63 ,900 43 60 ,700 39
Virginia 88 ,286 9 83 ,872 8 81 ,959 6
Washington 82 ,700 18 78 ,600 18 74 ,600 17
West V irgin ia 55 ,000 49 50 ,000 49
W isconsin 76 ,859 27 72 ,366 24 67 ,842 27
W yom ing 66 ,500 38 63 ,500 33
Mean 77,231 76 ,694 69 ,439
Median 77 ,900 76 ,172 68 ,419
District o f  Co lum bia 95 ,000 89 ,500
Federal System 110,000 95 ,000 89 ,500
1 Median salary. 1 Base salary is supplemented by increments for lensih of service. 
Source: National Center for State Courts. November 1988.
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T A B L E  1 1

COMPARISON OF STATE JUDICIAL 
RETIREMENT AND INSURANCE PROVISIONS

1 9 8 7

S-ju

Anson 
0 75% cf Salary

NoJudgaContnbudon
Mandatory
Rabramant

flsnradJudgas
Companjatd

ttwOlrTy 
Binsfti 

rJtar 2Yn
SurvWi BanaAIO 
50% Salary

UKIruurancs
Cdrarag*

Haaitn inaurancs 
$100 Dad.

Oenra/ 
litturaneo $100 Otd.

Alabama A1 B Yes B A B c A A
Alaska A B Yes A A B A A A
Arizona B' B' Yes A' B' B1 A B' A1
Arkansas B' 8 1 Yes C A1 8 ,' A1 A' e
California B B No B A B C A1 A1
Colorado B B Yes B B B A B B
Connecticut B' B1 Yes B‘ A1 B B A A
Delaware R B No B A A B B B
JDistrict of Columbia B B Yes A A B A B A
Florida B A Yes C A B B B B
Georgia A’ B Yes B A' B A1 B' B'
Guam A A No N/A A B B B A
Hawaii B ti No A A B A B A
Idaho B‘ B‘ Yes' A1 B1 B' A B A
Illinois B B Yes A B B A B A
Indiana B B Yes' B' A B B A A
Iowa B B Yes A B B A B A
Kansas D; B' Yes B A' B A B B
Kentucky A B No B A B A B a
Louisiana B B Yes B A 8 B B c
Maine A A No B A B A B B
Maryland B 2 Yes' A A B C B C
Massachusetts B B Ye, A' A B A A A
Michigan B B Yes Ft B B A A' N/A
Minnesota B B Yes A A B A A A
Mississippi p B No A B B B B C
Missouri B A Yes C B B A B C
Montana B B Yes B A B A B A
Nebraska 8 B No B A B A B C
Nevada B A No A B B A B A
New Hampshire: A A Yes C A A A A A
New Jersey B B Yes B A B A A A
New Me’dco A* B' No B B A A B B
New York B B Yes B A B B B A
North Carolina B B Yes B & B A B B
North DaVtUi B B No A A B B A c

Ohio B B Yes A B B N/A N/A N/A
Oklahoma B1 B' No B B B A B B
Oregon B A Yes B A B A A A
Pennsylvania B B Yes B A B A A A
Puefto Rico B B Yea C A A B B N/A
Rhode Island A A No A B D B A A
South Carolina B ? Yes A A B A B B
South Dakota 3 B Yes C B B A B C
Tennessee B B No A B B A B B
Texas B' B' Yes A1 B' B' A B C
Utah B B Yes A A B A A A
Vermont B B Yes A A B B E A
Virginia B A Yes B A B A B 3
Washington B1 B' Yes B‘ B B A A A
West Virginia B B No C B B B A C
Wisconsin B B No A' A B B A C
Wyoming B' A1 Yes' A B B B B B
Key: A — meets or exceeds criteria. B — provisions exist, but either do not meet criteria or are not specific.

C — no formal provisions. N/A — no information available. 'Criteria not met by all court levels.
Source: American Bar Association. Judicial Administration Division.
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TABLE 12
COMPARISON OF STATE JUDICIAL 

IMMUNITY AND EXPENSES PROVISIONS
1987

Stale
juaaif
Immunity
Sututt

SU»
flsprtttffii

Judg*
SUMPjyjJudges

Anom*yFc«
San Piyt 

FwotOucJ 
Bhia Prac-

EducmontlEjcxns*]
FtontxuMd

TtnH
Eipenui
flwnruiMd

Alabama No Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A

A3**ka No Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A

Arizona No N/A Yes No Yes1 Yes1

Arkansas Ko Yes Yes No Yes1 Yes'

California No Yes* Yes* Ko Yes N/A

Colorado No Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Connecticut Yes Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Delaware Yes Yes N/A No i N/A

District of Columbia No Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A

Florida No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Georgia No1 Yes' Yes' No' Yes' N/A

Guam No Yes No No No N/A

Hawaii No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

Idaho No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Illinois No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Indiana No Yes N/A No N/A N/A

Iowa No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

Kansas Yes Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Kentucky No Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Louisiana No Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A

Maine Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Maryland No Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Massachusetts No Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Michigan Yes Yes 2 No Yes1 N/A

Minnesota No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Mississippi No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

Missouri No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Montana Yes Yes Yes N/A Yes N/A

Nebraska No Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Nevada No Yes' N/A No Yes Yes

New Hampshire No Yes Ye.s 2 Yes N/A

New Jersey t Yes Yes No Yes N/A

New Mexico No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

New York No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

North Carolina No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

North Dakota No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

Ohio N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N./a

Oklahoma No Yes N/A No Yes1 N/A

Oregon No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Pennsylvania No Yes Yes No N/A N/A

Puerto Rico No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

Rhode Island No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

South Carolina > Yes i No N/A N/A

South Dakota No Yes Yes Yes Yes N/A

Tennessee No Yes N/A No Yes 1
Texas No Yes Yes No Yes N/A

Utah 2 Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Vermont No Yes N/A No Yes N/A

Virginia No Yes Yes No Yes Yes

Washington No Yes1 N/A No Yes N/A

West Virginia No Yes N/A No Yes Yes

Wisconsin No Yes 2 Yes Yes' N/A

Wyoming No Yes N/A N/A Yes N/A

N/A — no information available. 1 Criteria not met by all court levels. 1 Provisions exist but are not specific 
Source: American Bar Association, Judicial Administration Division.
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T A B L E  1 3

COMPARISON OF STATE JUDICIAL 
LEAVE PROVISIONS

19C7

Stzta
20

VKffion
Diyt

12
Sick
Dtyi

12 WMfcS Urtmrty 
Lmk

*0 Hours 
EducmorU 

Latvt SafituncU
10

Alabama c c c c c A

A laska A B B A B A

Arizona C' C ' C' e C 1 A

Arkansas c C c c c A

C a lifo rn ia A C c c c A 1

Colorado C C c c c A

Connecticut A 1 C c c c A

Delaware C C c c c A

District of Columbia A C c c c A

Florida C c c c c A

Georgia C c c c c A

Guam B A B A c A

Hawaii A A c c c A

Idaho A A B c 3 A

Illinois C C c c c A

Indiana C* C c c c A

Iowa A c c A c B
Kansas C c c C c B
Kentucky C c c C c A

Louisiana C c c C c A

Maine A c c c c A

Maryland A B c c c A

Massachusetts A' A 1 c A 1 c A

Michigan C C c c c A

Minnesota A C c A c /i

Mississippi C A B C c A

Missouri C C c c c A

Montana C c c c c A

Nebraska C c c c A

Nevada C c c c c A

New Hampshire c c c c c A

New Jersey A c c A c A

New Mexico C c c c c A

New York A' c c A' c A

North Carolina A 1 c B C c A

North Dakota C c C C c B
Ohio N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Oklahoma C c C C c A

Oregon c c C C B A

Pennsylvania c c c c C A

Puerto Rico A A B E B A

Rhode Island A B c C C A

South Carolina C C c C C A

South Dakota C C c C C B
Tennessee C v_ c c C A

Texas C c c c C C

Utah A c c c C A

Vermont C c c c C A

Virginia e e c c* c A

Washington c c c c c A

West Virginia c c c c c A

Wisconsin A A 1 c B' c B
Wyoming c C c C c A

KCy; \  —  meets or exceeds criteria. B — provisions exist, but either do not meet criteria or are not specific.
C — no formal provisions. N/A — no information available. 1 Criteria not met b> all court levels.

Source: American Bar .Association, Judicial Administration Division.
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COMPARISON OF ANNUAL SALARIES 
ALASKA-BASED JUDGES AND 
GOVERNMENT ATTORNEYS

1987

TABLE 14

F e d e r a l  J u d g e s  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e ............................................................................................. S  8 9 , 5 0 0 '
C la im s  C o u r t  J u d g e ...........................................................................................  8 2 , 5 0 0 '
B a n k r u p t c y  C o u r t  J u d g e .............................................................................. 7 2 , 5 0 0 '
U .S .  M a g i s t r a t e ........................................................................................................  7 2 , 5 0 0 '

S t a t e  J u d g e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e   S  8 5 , 7 2 8
A p p e a ls  C o u r t  J u d g e .........................................................................................  7 9 , 9 9 2
S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  J u d g e ............................. .........................................................  7 7 , 3 0 4
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e ...........................................................................................  6 6 , 8 1 6

F e d e r a l  A t t o r n e y s  U .S .  A t t o r n e y   $  9 4 , 3 7 5 J
R e g i o n a l  S o l i c i t o r ,  D e p t ,  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .......................................  9 1 , 7 5 0 J
R e g i o n a l  C o u n s e l ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n   8 7 , 4 7 0 J

S t a t e  A t t o r n e y s  ( 6  le v e ls ) 1 A t t o r n e y  5  ( 2 6 A - 2 6 F )  S  6 0 , 2 5 2  —  7 1 , 8 8 0
-  7  y e a r s  ( 2 6 J ) ...................................................................................................... S  7 4 , 5 8 0
-  1 0  y e a r s  ( 2 6 K ) .................................................................................................. 7 7 , 3 7 6
-  1 5  y e a r s  ( 2 6 M ) .................................................................................................. 8 0 , 2 9 2

A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A t t o r n e y s  L e v e l 5 * .................................................................................................. S  3 3 , 0 1 0  —  6 1 , 0 0 6
L e v e i 2 4 .................................................................................................. 4 3 , 9 9 2  -  7 0 , 9 9 0
L e v e l 3 4   5 4 , 9 9 5  -  8 2 , 9 9 2

S t a t e  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c i a l s
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  ( 2 8 E )  S  7 7 , 3 0 4
A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r ...................................................................................  8 3 , 7 2 4

D e p u t y  A d m in .  D i r e c t o r  ( 2 8 F ) ................................................................ 7 9 , 9 9 2
A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  ( 3 0 B ) .................................................................................  7 5 , 0 0 0
O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A d v o c a c y  D i r e c t o r  ( 2 6 B ) .......................................................................................................... 6 4 , 6 2 0
P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  A g e n c y  D i r e c t o r  ( 2 6 J ) .............................................................................................................. 7 7 , 2 6 8

Now: All State salaries quoted exclude State cost of living adjustments. Where applicable. Range and Step levels are in­
dicated tor present incumbent. 1 Federal judges are ineligible for Federal COLA. 1 Salary includes 25 percent 
Federal COl A. 1 There are six levels of State Artomeys (Attorney 1 - Aitomey 6). According to information pro­
vided by the Department of Law in December 1987,4 Aitomey 6’s, 14 Attorney 5’s and the Deputy Attorney General 
then earned base salaries exceeding that of the Attorney General). * There are three levels of Municipal Attorneys, 
all ot which are executive appointments. Level 1 attorneys have less responsibility and more supervision than those 
at Level 2. Level 3 is the Municipal Attorney.

Sources: U.S. District Court, US. Department of the Interior, US Department of Justice, U.S. Department of Transportation. 
Alaska Court System, .Alaska Judicial Council, Alaska Department of Law, Alaska Public Defender Agency. 

Municipality of Anchorage.



TABLE 15
HISTORY OF LEGISLATORS’ 
SALARY AND BENEFITS

1371 —  1987

Year/Action Salary Per Diem Allowance Retirement

1 9 7 1  ( ’ 7 0  l e g i s . ) .................... . $  9 , 0 0 0 $ 3 5 $ 4 , 0 0 0 * P E R S
1 9 7 5  ( l e g i s . ) ................................ 1 4 , 7 2 0 4 8 / 3 5 4 , 0 0 0 E s t a b .  E P O R S
1 9 7 6  ( v o t e r  r e f . ) .................... 9 , 0 0 0 3 5 4 , 0 0 0 R e p e a l  E P O R S 7
1 9 7 7  ( l e g i s . ) ................................ 1 1 , 7 5 0 5 0 / 3 5 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S
1 9 7 9  ( ’ 8 0  l e g i s . ) .................... 1 5 , 5 0 0 J 5 5 / 3 5 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S
1 9 8 0  ( ’ 8 0  l e g i s . ) .................... 1 7 , 2 8 0 6 0 / 3 5 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S
1 9 8 1  ( ’ 8 0  l e g i s . ) .................... 1 8 , 7 6 8 6 7 / 5 0 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S
1 9 8 2 ........................................................ 2 0 , 0 7 6 8 0 / 6 0 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S
1 9 8 3 - 8 6  ( ’ 8 3  l e g . ) ............... 4 6 , 8 0 0 0 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S
1 9 8 7  e s t .  ( ’ 8 6  l e g . ) ............. 2 2 , 1 4 0 8 0 / 6 0 4 , 0 0 0 P E R S

' Allowance first established in 1961 at S400. Raised twice in 1970, first to S1.000, then to S4.000. 1 Alaska Supreme
Court ruled that voters could not take away benefits received. Those who got into EPORS are still members; but no 
new ones since then. 1 Ch. 3, SLA 1980 set legislative salary at Step A, Range 10; approved three different p3y scales 
for 1979, 1980 and 1981 and retroactively applied the 1979 and 1980 pay schedule. Increases until 1983 were the result 
of increases in Step A, Range 10, consistent with the State employee pay scale.

Source: Alaska State Officers’ Compensation Commission, April 6, 1987.



TABLE 16
MINIMUM SALARY ACTUALLY EARNED 

BY LEGISLATORS
1968 —  1987

Y e a r  B a s e  S a l a r y 1 __________________ P e r  D i e m     T o t a l

( r a t e  x  d a y s  in  s e s s i o n ) 2

1 9 6 8 S  6 , 0 0 0 $ 3 5  x  8 6  =  $ 3 , 0 1 0 S  9 , 0 1 0
* 2 5  X  8 6 =  2 , 1 5 0 8 , 1 5 0 *

1 9 7 0 7 , 8 7 2 3 5 x 1 4 7 =  5 , 1 4 5 1 3 , 0 1 7
* 2 5 x 1 4 7 =  3 , 6 7 5 1 1 , 5 4 7 *

1 9 7 1 1 9 , 0 0 0 3 5 x  9 0 =  3 , 1 5 0 1 2 , 3 5 0
1 9 7 2 9 , 0 0 0 3 5 x  9 0 =  3 , 1 5 0 J 2 , 1 5 0
1 9 7 3 9 , 0 0 0 3 5 x  9 0 =  3 , 1 5 0 1 2 , 1 5 0
1 9 7 4 9 , 0 0 0 3 5 x  9 0 =  3 , 1 5 0 1 2 , 1 5 0
1 9 7 5 1 1 , 8 6 0 3 5 x  9 0 =  3 , 1 5 0 1 5 , 0 1 0
1 9 7 6 4 1 2 , 7 7 8 4 8 x 1 4 2  =  6 , 8 1 6 1 9 , 5 9 4

* 3 5 x 1 4 2 =  1 , 9 7 0 1 7 , 7 4 8 *
1 9 7 7 1 0 , 7 1 6 5 0 x 1 4 1 =  7 , 0 5 0 1 7 , 7 6 6
1 9 7 8 1 1 , 7 5 0 5 0 x 1 6 1 =  8 , 0 5 0 1 9 , 8 0 0

* 3 5 x 1 6 1 =  5 , 6 3 5 1 7 , 3 8 5 *
1 9 7 9 1 5 , 5 0 0 5 5 x 1 1 5 =  6 , 3 2 5 2 1 , 8 2 5

* 3 5 x 1 1 5 =  4 , 0 2 5 1 9 , 5 2 5 *
1 9 8 0 1 7 , 2 8 0 6 0 x 1 4 8 =  8 , 8 8 0 2 6 , 1 6 0

* 3 5 x  1 4 8 =  5 , 1 8 0 2 2 , 4 6 0 *
1 9 8 1 1 8 , 7 6 8 6 7 x 1 6 8 = 1 1 , 2 5 6 3 0 , 0 2 4

* 5 0 x 1 6 8 =  8 , 4 0 0 2 7 , 1 6 8 *
1 9 8 2 2 0 , 0 7 - 5 8 0 x 1 4 4 = 1 1 , 5 2 0 3 1 , 5 9 6

* 6 0 x 1 4 4  =  8 , 6 4 0 2 8 , 7 1 6 *
1 9 8 3 3 2 , 4 8 8 8 0 x 1 6 2 = 1 2 , 9 6 0 4 5 , 4 4 8

* 6 0 x 1 6 2 =  9 , 7 2 0 4 2 , 2 0 8 *
1 9 8 4 4 6 , 8 0 0 1 5 2  d a y s  —  no p e r  d i e m 4 6 , 3 0 0
1 9 8 5 4 6 , 8 0 0 1 1 9  d a y s  —  no p e r  d i e m 4 6 , 8 0 0
1 9 8 6 4 6 , 8 0 0 1 2 0  d a y s  —  no p e r  d i e m 4 6 , 8 0 0
1 9 8 7 ( e s t . ) 2 2 , 1 4 0 8 0 x  1 2 0 =  9 , 6 0 0 3 1 , 7 4 0

* 6 0 x 1 2 0 =  7 , 2 0 0 2 9 , 3 4 0 *

* Juneau-based legislators received a lower rate of per diem. 'The base salary changed at various points during the 
years 1970, 1975, 1976, 1977 and 1983. The figures take into account mid-year changes to represent the total received.
1 Per Diem: Special sessions in 1979, 1980 and 1981 are included. There were also special sessions in 1973 and 1974, but 
it is unclear whether legislators received per diem for them. Per diem collected for work when the legislature was not in 
session is not included. 1 Ch. 193, SLA 1970 set per diem for the first 90 days of the session, effective July 16, 1970. 
Figures assume no per diem received after the 90th day. Actual days in session were: 1971 — 121 days: 1972 - 161 days; 
1973 — 117 days; 1974 — 100 days; 1975 — 139 days. 4 Ch. 205, SLA 1975 was in effect from July 1, 1975 until October 
14, 1976. It was rejected by voter referendum in August 1976.

Source: Alaska State O fficers’ Compensation Commission, A p ril 6, 1987.
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1 LEGISLATIVE COMPENSATION REPORT
|  1 9 8 7

_ TABLE 17

Wages & Allowance Categories Aoood Adame Barnes Bennett Binkley Bo‘Cher Boyer Brown Cato
fl Gross Wages S24,682.08 524 ,682 .08 520 ,2 06 .44 S 1 8 ,141.56 $24 ,682 .08 S 2 4 ,682 .08 520 ,2 06 .44 52 0 ,2 06 .4 4 524 ,682 .08
"  O ther 8 9 .00 87 .77

17.39*
a  O ffic e  A llowance 4 ,000 ,00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0
H  M oving P e r Diem 2 ,410 .00 1 ,650 .00 120.00 200 .00 1 ,770 .00 960 .0 0 1 ,120 .00

M oving T ravel 174.00 705 .00 397 .00 422 .0 0 45 .00 211 .00 11.85 153.00
M oving Mileage 196.25 261.25 432 .5 0 196.25 173 .00 199.75 46 5 .5 0

S M oving Expensejjy Long Tern } P e r D iem 5,100 .00 3 ,200 .00 2 ,035 .00 1 ,595 .00 200 .0 0 1 ,950 .00
715 .00 ' 55 .00 '

■ Long Term  T rave l■ Long Term  Mileage
Short Term  Pe r D iem 2,799 .85 1 ,781 .96 1 ,080 .63 1 ,840 .00 1 ,875 .00 1 ,296 .00

5 ,255 .00 ' 424 .38 1 ,105 .00 ' 180 .00 160.00'
1 48 0 .0 0 ’
I  Short Term  T rave l 411 .36 85 .13 ' 103.50 25 .07 196.00

30 .00 ’ 16.40 1 ,195 .30 '
Short Term  Mileage 42 .5 0

■ Session Per Diem 9,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 9 ,9 2 0 .0 0 9 ,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00
■ T O T A L 47,283.54 48 ,623 .46 42 ,301 .1 8 38 ,204 .7 2 38 ,602 .08 40 ,963 .3 3 40 ,248 .9 4 3 5 ,7 3 8 .0 4 43 ,666 .5 8

1

a  Wages & Allowance Categories Coghill Colllna Co>ten Oavidaon Oavie Donley Ouncan Ellaaon Ellis
l|| G ross Wages S24,682.08 324 ,682 .08 $24 ,682 .08 520 ,206 .44 524 ,682 .08 S 20 ,206 .44 524 ,682 .08 $24 ,682 .08 S20,206 .4 4

Other 929.48 19.44 1 ,376 .07 126.50 9 .66 84 .00
11.01'

1  O ffice  A llowance 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0
1 Moving Per Diem 692 .00 587 .00 4 ,902 .00 720 .0 0 240 .00 380 .00 560 .0 0

Moving T ravel 38 .00 78 .00 195.00 12 .00
_  Moving Mileage 887.00 212 .50 253 .00 338 .50 32 .25 196.25
5 Moving Expense 181.14" Long Term  Pe r Diem 3,410 .00 1 ,900 .00 5 ,250 .00 5 ,200 .00 4 ,5 5 0 .0 0 600 .0 0

100.00'
h Long Term  T rave l1 Long Term  Mileage 2 ,807 .75

Short Term  Pe r Diem 6,460 .08 160.00 1 ,269 .22 4 ,640 .92 2 ,042 .75 3 ,487 .75 2 ,896 .34 1 ,480 .00
160.00' 370 .00 '

| 4 0 0 .0 0 ’ 9 6 2 .7 5 ’
$ Short Term  T ravel 727.57 254 .56 508.71 756 .13 154.37 98 .10 1 ,417 .061 142.25' 38 .50 '

9 .0 0 ’ 25 5 .7 0 '
■ Short Term  Mileage 491.25
1 165 .75 ’■ Session Per Diem 9,920 .00 9 ,760 .00 9 ,760 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 7 ,440 .00 9 ,9 2 0 .0 0 10 ,000 .00
a T O TA L  

1
55 ,045 .21 38 ,602 .08 42 ,430 .2 4 50 ,882 .9 9 41 ,385 .43 42 ,604 .0 7 46 ,061 .8 2 42 ,255 .5 2 38 ,471 .7 5
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TABLE 17 (Cont’d)LEGISLATIVE COMPENSATION REPORT
1987

Wagas & Alfowanc* Categonss Fahrankam p Fa ik s Fischer Frank Fu m aca G o ll Gruenberg G russandort Halford
Gross Wages S 24 .682 .08  S25 .182 .08 $ 24 ,682 .08 S24 ,682 .08 S24 ,682 .08 $24 ,682 .08  S 24 ,682 .08 $25 ,182 .08 524 ,682 .08
O ther 71 .60 352 .79 193.80 51 .66 75 .00
O ffice  A llow ance 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00
Moving Pe r Diem 160.00 240 .00 420 .00 80 .00 320 .00 840 .00 800 .00 1 ,520 .00 320 .00
Moving T rave l 20 .00 27 .00 45 .00 186.00 445 .0 0 1 ,500 .00
M oving Mileage 5 .00 200 .00 32.25
M oving Expense
Long Term  P e r Diem 5 ,350 .00 3 ,050 .00 4 ,900 .00 2 ,550  00 1 ,750 .00 352 .00
Long T erm  T rave l
Long Term  Mileage
Short Term  P e r Diem 4 ,023 .70

551.50*
3 ,619 .95 3 ,139 .84 2 ,001 .56 80 .00

530.00'
80 .00 '

995 .00 3 ,763 .73 855 .54
509.32'
80 .00 '

Short T erm  T rave l 1 ,104 .20 162.31 133.28 13 .00 76 .50 189.72

92 .00 '
37 .32 '

289 .01 '
156.19'

Short T erm  Mileage 79 .00 '
Session P e r D iem 9 ,920 .00 9 ,920 .00 9 ,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 9 ,920 .00
T O T A L 44 ,533 .08 48 ,827 .13 4 5 ,7 4 2 .0 0 38 ,762 .08 46 ,148 .64 43 ,274 .41 40 ,986 .7 4 46 ,367 .31 42 ,597 .1 0

Wages & Allowance C aisg on ai Hanlay H an sley Herrmann H offm an Hudson Jo n s s Jo sa p h so n Kafly Ksrtlula
Gross Wages 524 ,682 .08 $20 ,119 .72 524 ,682 .08 520 ,206 .44 520 ,2 06 .44 520 ,206 .44 524 ,682 .08 $24 ,682 .08 S 24 ,682 .08
Other 200 .00 975 .00 255 .00 146.50 109.19 3 .36
O ffice A llowance 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00
Moving Per Diem 640.00 656 .00 654 .00 1 ,032 .00 160.00 80 .00 360 .00
Moving T ravel 332 .00 1 ,334 .00 180.00 25 .00 704 .00
Moving Mileage 396.25 32.25 225 .00 64 .00
Moving Expense 9 .45
Long Term  Pe r Diem 3 ,050 .00 4 ,400 .00 2 ,300 .00 3 ,700 .00 4 ,600 .00
Long Term  T rave l
Long Term  Mileage
Short Term  Per Diem 2 ,135 .22 4 ,602 .96

200.00' 320.00'
1 ,684 .00 10 ,236.55

480 .0 0 '

4 ,055 .48 1 ,742 .27 160.00

Short T erm  T ravel 70 .75
5.00'

32 2 .0 0 ’
650.33 554 .00

183.15'
407.81 487 .05 1 ,051 .00

463 .00 '

Short Term  Mileage
25 .00 '

369 .00

Session Per Diem 10,000.00 9 ,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 7 ,500 .00 9 ,920 .00 9 ,920 .00 9 ,920 .00 9 ,920 .00
T O T A L 45 ,113 .00 39 ,901 .43 38 ,682 .0 8 37 ,873 .6 9 38 ,695 .7 7 49 ,607 .64 47 ,284 .5 6 45 ,514 .76 41 ,404 .0 8
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TABLE 17 (Cont’d)LEGISLATIVE COMPENSATION REPORT
1987

W age* & Allowance Categories Koponen Larson Martin M enard MiKer Navarre P e a rc e Pettyjohn Phillips
Gross Wages S24,682.08 524 ,6 82 .08 524 ,682 .08 52 0 ,2 06 .4 4  524 ,682 .08  S24,682 .08 524 ,682 .08 524 ,682 .08 524 ,682 .08
O ther 24 .75 20 .15

195.00'
560 .0 0 30 .00

O ffice  A llowance 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00
M oving P e r Diem 800.00 1 ,120 .00 400 .00 666 .0 0 868 .00 1 ,120 .00 320 .00 24 0 .0 0 880 .00
M oving T rave l 105.00 17 .50 24 .00 70 4 .0 0 667 .25 176.00 112.00
M oving Mileage 375 .00 426 .25 386 .25 325 .00 469 .50 32 .25 400 .00
Moving Expense
Long Term  Pe r D iem 4 ,070 .00 4 ,8 0 0 .0 0 5 ,250 .00 3 ,2 0 0 .0 0 3 ,850 .00 1 ,400 .00 4 ,5 0 0 .0 0 3 ,200 .00
Long Term  T ravel
Long Term  Mileage 122.00 534 .25
Short Term  Per D iem 1,475 .00 1 ,537 .23 2 ,968 .74 435 .46 1 ,880 .00 640 .00 180.00

1,953.48*
652 .31 '

Sho rt Term  T ravel 330 .40
26.00'

344 .12

262.85*

678 .00
535.74'

147.70 113.00 137.33 134.36

Short Term  Mileage 2.75 74 .25
666.25=

Session P e r Diem 10 ,000.00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00
T O T A L 45 ,866 .23 5 0 ,0 3 0 .7 6 49 ,406 .0 2 40 ,2 5 6 .9 4 44 ,975 .49 42 ,264 .58 41 ,179 .41 43 ,764 .6 9 43 ,484 .08

W agss i  Allowance Caiagones Pourchot Rleger Rodey Shu ltz Springer Sturgulewskl S u n d Sw ackham m er
Gross Wages 524,682 .08 524 ,6 82 .08 S24,682 .08 524 ,6 82 .08 S20,206 .4 4  524 ,682 .08 524 ,682 .08 52 0 ,2 06 .44
O ther 24 .00 234.61 322.41
O ffice  A llowance 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0
Moving Pe r Diem 400 .00 400 .0 0 80 .00 894 .00 640 .00 240 .00 243 .50 1 ,212 .00
M oving T rave l 176.00 534 .00 44 6 .0 0 300 .00 11.50 958 .00
M oving Mileage 197.25 196.25 250 .00 410 .75 237 .5 0
Moving Expense
Long Term  Pe r Diem 3 ,7 50 .0 0 3 ,4 6 5 .0 0 600 .00 2 ,100 .00 1 ,350 .00

100.00'
Long Term  Travel 262 .90 106.50
Long Term  Mileage
Short Term  Per Diem

430.00'
240 .00'

279 .00
160.00'

1,149.85=

1 ,852 .00 2 ,2 2 3 .6 0 2 ,870 .00 1 ,177 .00 1 ,269 .00 49 .00
990 .00 '

Short Term  Travel
12.00'
2 8 .00 ’

2 2 .66
25 .50 '

486.00=

1 ,914 .00 340 .68 26 .00 23 .50 58 .75 22 .50
312 .51 '

Short Term  Mileage
45 .00 '

725 .00 435 .50

Session Per Diem 10 ,000.00 10 ,000 .00 9 ,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00 9 ,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000 .00
T O T A L 40 ,210 .33 4 5 ,8 0 9 .3 4 42 ,448 .08 47 ,026 .3 6 39 ,123 .30 41 ,239 .39 42 ,353 .3 3 39 ,444 .4 5



TABLE 17 (Cont’d)LEGISLATIVE COMPENSATION REPORT
1987

W>Q4s a Aflowinca Cattflo n w Szym an jJd TiytO f U ttilin g Ulm er wmu Zaw scki Ztiarolf
Gross Wages S24,682.08 S24,682 .08 $ 24 ,682 .08 S20,206 .44 $24 ,682 .08 $20 ,206 .44 524 ,682 .08
Other 4 .00 18.46 15.75 1 ,160 .00 457 .00
O ffic e  A llow ance 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0 4 ,000 .00 4 ,0 0 0 .0 0
M oving Pe r D iem 316 .00 1 ,040 .00 400 ,00 792 .00
M oving T rave l 16 .00 8.00 1 ,710 .50
M oving M ileage 392 .5 0
M oving Expense
Long Term  P e r Diem 6 ,150 .00 6 ,450 .00 5 ,5 0 0 .0 0 4 ,450 .00 3 ,950 .00
Long Term  T rave l 91 .48 207 .00 379.11
Long Term  M ileage 1,535 .00
Short Term  P e r Diem 1,418 .00 2 ,625 .74 3 ,222 .99 2 ,193 .00 1 ,020 .48 200.00 6 ,634 .09

350 .00 ' 98 .00 ' 880 .00 ' 320.00' 860 .00'
Short Term  T rave l 247 .00 1 ,498 .38 828 .94 730 .85 533 .62 1 ,442 .37

69 .60 ' 7 .00 ' 10.00'
Short Term  M ileage 22 .50 ’
Session Per D iem 9 ,920 .00 10 ,000 .00 9 ,9 2 0 .0 0 7 ,500 .00 10 ,000 .00 10 ,000.00 9 ,920 .00
T O T A L 46 ,737 .08 49 ,256 .20 50 ,1 3 2 .0 5 34 ,735 .2 9 41 ,131 .93 42 ,538 .94 55 ,068 .4 0

1 Legislative Finance ’ Legislative Budget and Audit Source: Legislative Affairs Agency, Legislator 1987 Compensation Report.

NOTES TO TABLE 17
Wages. Legislators receive SI,845.00/month or S22.14C.00/year. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives are 
entitled to an additional $400.00 a year during tenure of office. This wage schedule was effective January 19, 1987. Gross wages in this report vary 
by legislator as returning legislators were compensated at S3,900.00/month for the first 18 days in January, and newly elected legislators did not receive 
wage compensation during this period.
Allowance. Legislators receive a S4,000.00 annual allowance. The allowance is for postage, stationery, stenographic services and other expenses. 
Per Diem. AS 24.10.105. Legislative per diem.
(A) A member of the Legislature is entitled to receive per diem at the same rate allowed for a State employee under AS 39.20.110 and 39.20.160, 

including regional variations in the rate where applicable.
(B) A legislator is entitled to receive per diem at the short-term rate

(1) During a legislative session if the legislator is not living in the legislator's place of permanent residence during the session; and
(2) While on committee business or other legislative business in a place that is not the legislator’s place of permanent residence.

(C) A legislator is entitled to receive per diem at the long-term rate
(1) During a legislative session if the legislator is living at the legislator's place of permanent residence during the session; and
(2) While engaged in committee business or other legislative business at the legislator’s place of residence.

CD) In this section
(1) “Long-term rate” means the long-term per diem rate for a State employee established in regulations adopted by the Commissioner of Administration 

under AS 39.20.160;
(2) “Short-term rate" means the short-term per diem rate for a State employee established in regulations adopted by the Commissioner of Ad­

ministration under AS 39.20.160.

Source: Legislative Affairs Agency, Legislator 1987 Compensation Report.
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TABLE 18

le g is la to r Salary
ABOOD, Mitch 522,140.00
ADAMS, Albert 22,140.00
BARNES, Ramona 22,140.00
BINKLEY, Johne 22,140.00

BOUCHER, Red 22,140.00
BOYER, Mark 22,140.00

BROWN, Kay 22,140.00
CATO, Bette 22,140.00
COGHILL, Jack 22,140.00
COLLINS, Virginia 22,140.00
COTTEN, Sam 22,140.00
DAVIDSON, Cliff 22,140.00
DAVIS, Mike 22,140.00

DONLEY, Dave 22,140.00
DUNCAN, Jim 22,140.00

ELIASON, Richard 22,140.00
ELLIS, Johnny 22,140.00
FAHRENKAMP, B. 22,140.00
FAIKS, Jan 22,640.00
FANNING, Ken 22,140.00
FISCHER, Paul 22,140.00

FRANK, Steve 22,140.00
FURNACE, Walt 22,140.00
GOLL, Peter 22,140.00

GRUENBERG, Max 22,140.00
GRUSSENDORF, B. 22,640.00
HALFORD, Rick 22,140.00

HANLEY. Alyce 22,140.00
HENSLEY, Willie 22.140.00

O fficeAllow ance Moving Per Diem Long Term  P e r D iem
$4,000.00 $720.00 53,700.00
4,000.00 1,818.00 1,045.00
4,000.00 720.00 4,250.00
4,000.00 3,018.00 5,705.00

450.00'

4,000.00 747.25 600.00
4,000.00 880.00 2,695.00

4,000.00 560.00 450.00
4,000.00 1,520.00 4,800.00
4,000.00 480.00 4,785.00
4,000.00
4,000.00 690.00 2,400.00
4,000.00 1,232.00 4,500.00
4,000.00 480.00 370.00

4,000.00 240.00 8,250.00
4,000.00 6,000.00

50.00’
4,000.00 280.00
4,000.00 350.00
4,000.00
4,000.00 160.00 5,750.00
4,000.00 348.00 2,695.00
4,000.00 156.00 8,350.00

4,000.00 80.00
4,000.00 320.00 5,950.00
4,000.00 1,560.00 2,900.00

4,000.00 120.00 250.00
4/100.00 160.00 1,650.00
4,000.00 1,300.00

4,000.00 680.00 1,800.00
4,000.00 366.00 980.00

Short Term ExptPer Diem Sessio n  Per Diem TolOl
54,027.86 59,680.00 544,267.86
6,655.00 9,680.00 45,338.00
1,486.32 9,680.00 42,276.32

0.00 9,680.00 56,569.00
11,496.00’

80.00’
2,480.00 9,680.00 39,647.25

480.00 9,680.00 40,555.00
680.00'
580.00 9,680.00 37,410.00
840.00 9,680.00 42,980.00

2,490.00 9,680.00 43,575.00
270.00 9,680.00 36,090.00
880.00 9,680.00 39,790.00

4,671.30 9,680.00 46,223.30
2,523.00 9,680.00 39,833.00

160.00'
480.00’

1,680.00 9,680.00 45,990.00
2,775.93 7,260.00 43,709.50
1,483.57’
1,445.83 9,680.00 37,545.83
2,843.00 9,680.00 39,013.00
6,914.95 9,680.00 2,734.95
5,399.21 9,680.00 47,629.21

80.00 9,680.00 38,943.00
654.00 9,680.00 45,140.00
160.00’

9,680.00 35,900.00
1,655.72 9,680.00 43,745.72
640.00 9,680.00 42,071.00
911.00'
240.00’
789.34 9,680.00 36,979.34

3,200.00 9,680.00 41,330.00
240.00 9,680.00 37,360.00

1,255.40'
320.00 9,680.00 38,620.00

4,947.47 9,680.00 42,113.47
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TABLE 18 (Cont’d)

Legislator Sala ry O fficeAllow ance Moving Per Diem Lon g Term P e r Diem Short Term  Exp/Per Diem Sessio n  P e r Diem Total
HERRMANN, A. $22,140.00 $4,000.00 $ 240.00 $ 850.00 $ 3,163.75 $9,680.00 $40,073.75
HOFFMAN, Lyman 22,140.00 4,000.00 160.00 4,300.00 1,245.00

160.00'
640.00'

9,680.00 42,325.00

HUDSON, Bill 22,140.00 4,000.00 4,650.00 160.00 7,260.00 38,210.00
JONES, Lloyd 22,140.00 4,000.00 436.00 3,050.00 5,744.06

400.00'
9,680.00 45,450.06

JOSEPHSON, Joe 22,140.00 4,000.00 440.00 1,750.00 1,450.40 9,680.00 39,460.40
KELLY, Tim 22,140.00 4,000.00 640.00 5,550.00 960.00 9,680.00 42,970.00
KERTTULA, J. . 22,140.00 4,000.00 1,040.00 1,007.00 9,680.00 37,867.00
KOPONEN, N. 22,140.00 4,000.00 720.00 5,390.00 9,680.00 41,930.00
LARSON, Ron 22,140.00 4,000.00 760.00 7,250.00 1 1 1 .00'

2,397.50'
9,680.00 46,338.50

MARTIN, Teriy 22,140.00 4,000.00 160.00 4,800.00 1,142.90 9,680.00 41,922.90
MENARD, Cu:rt 22,140.00 4,000.00 80.00 250.00 9,680.00 36,150.00
MILLER, M. 22,140.00 4,000.00 948.00 4,675.00 160.00 9,680.00 41,603.00
NAVARRE, Mike 22,140.00 4,000.00 1 ,200.00 340.00 9,680.00 37,360.00
PEARCE, Druti 
PETTYJOHN, Fritz

22.140.00
22.140.00

4.000.00
4.000.00

320.00 1.450.00
5.650.00

320.00 9.680.00
9.680.00

37.910.00
41.470.00

PHILLIPS, Randy 22,140.00 4,000.00 800.00 2,300.00 320.00 9,680.00 39,240.00
POURCHOT, Pat 22,140.00 4,000.00 480.00 850.00 385.00

240.00'
9,680.00 37,775.00

RIEGER, Steve 22,140.00 4,000.00 320.00 6,500.00 351.89’ 9,680.00 42,991.89
RODEY, Pat 22,140.00 4,000.00 2,350.00 350.00 9,680.00 38,520.00
SHULTZ, Richard 22,140.00 4,000.00 1,246.00 5,830.00 1,900.00 9,680.00 44,796.00
SPRINGER, H, 22,140.00 4,000.00 1,440.00 165.00 3,180.00 9,680.00 40,605.00
STURGULEWSKI, A. 22,140.00 4,000.00 160.00 400.00 2,422.84 9,680.00 38,802.84
SUND, John 22,140.00 4,000.00 1,358.00 1,360.00 9,680.00 38,538.00
SWACKHAMMER, C.E. 22,140.00 4,000.00 1,070.00 750.00 480.00

640.00'
9,680.00 38,760.00

SZYMANSKI, Mike 22,140.00 4,000.00 276.00 6 ,000.00 2,754.08 9,680.00 44,850.08
TAYLOR, Robin 22,140.00 4,000.00 3,400.00 1,680.00 9,680.00 40,900.00
UEHLING, Rick 22,140.00 4,000.00 720.00 7,450.00 4,218.44 9,680.00 48,208.44
ULMER, Fran 22,140.00 4,000.00 50.00 1,275.00 7,260.00 34,725.00
WALLIS, Kay 22,140.00 4,000.00 2,240.00 5,775.00 1,840.00

3,312.16'
9,680.00 48,987.16

ZAWACKI, Jim 22,140.00 4,000.00 480.00 6,700.00 680.00
320.00'

9,680.00 44.000.00

ZHAROFF, Fred 22,140.00 4,000.00 936.00 4,050.00
365.00'

10,824.82
80.00'

9,680.00 52,075.82

'Legislative Finance 1 Legislative Budget and Audit Source: Legislative Affairs Agency, Legislator 1988 Compensation Report.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
A N C H O R A G E ,  S E A T T L E  A N D  U N I T E D  S T A T E S

1967 —  1987

TABLE 19

Year
CPI

Anchorage %  Change
CPI

Seattle %  Change
CPI
U.S. %  Change

1 9 6 7 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 _ _ 1 0 0 . 0

1 9 6 8 1 0 2 . 6 2 . 6 1 0 4 . 1 4 . 1 1 0 4 . 2 4 . 2

1 9 6 9 1 0 5 . 9 3 . 1 1 0 9 . 2 4 . 9 1 0 9 . 8 5 . 4

1 9 7 0 1 0 9 . 6 3 . 5 1 1 4 . 0 4 . 4 1 1 6 . 3 5 . 9

1 9 7 1 1 1 2 . 9 3 . 0 1 1 6 . 4 2 . 1 1 2 1 . 3 4 . 3

1 9 7 2 1 1 5 . 9 2 . 7 1 1 9 . 7 2 . 8 1 2 5 . 3 3 . 3

1 9 7 3 1 2 0 . 8 4 . 2 1 2 7 . 5 1 1 . 1 1 3 3 . 1 6 . 2

1 9 7 4 1 3 3 . 9 1 0 . 8 1 4 1 . 5 1 1 . 0 1 4 7 . 7 1 1 . 0

1 9 7 5 1 5 2 . 3 1 3 . 7 1 5 5 . 8 1 0 . 1 1 6 1 . 2 9 . 1

1 9 7 6 1 6 4 . 1 7 . 7 1 6 5 . 5 5 . 6 1 7 0 . 5 5 . 8

1 9 7 7 1 7 5 . 0 6 . 6 1 7 7 . 6 8 . 0 1 8 1 . 5 6 . 5

1 9 7 8 1 8 7 . 5 7 . 1 1 9 4 . 8 9 . 7 1 9 5 . 4 7 . 7

1 9 7 9 2 0 7 . 0 1 0 . 4 2 1 6 . 3 1 1 . 0 2 1 7 . 4 1 1 . 3

1 9 8 0 2 2 8 . 2 1 0 . 2 2 5 2 . 1 1 6 . 6 2 4 6 . 8 1 3 . 5

1 9 8 1 2 4 6 . 5 8 . 0 2 9 7 . 7 1 0 . 9 2 7 2 . 4 1 0 . 4

1 9 8 2 2 6 0 . 1 5 . 5 2 9 7 . 8 6 . 5 2 8 9 . 1 6 . 1

1 9 8 3 2 6 4 . 8 1 . 8 3 0 2 . 8 1 . 7 2 9 8 . 4 3 . 2

1 9 8 4 2 7 5 . 6 4 . 1 3 1 3 . 9 3 . 7 3 1 1 . 1 4 . 3

1 9 8 5 2 8 2 . 3 2 . 4 3 2 1 . 9 2 . 6 3 2 2 . 2 3 . 6

1 9 8 6 2 8 7 . 8 1 . 9 3 2 5 . 2 1 . 0 3 2 8 . 4 1 . 9

1 9 8 7 2 8 8 . 9 0 . 4 3 3 3 . 0 2 . 4 3 4 0 . 4 3 . 6

1 9 8 8 ' 2 8 9 . 4 0 . 2 3 4 1 . 0 2 . 4 3 5 4 . 9 4 . 3

' Ju ly 1988 figures. Source : U .S . Department o f  L abo r, Bureau o f Labor Statistics.
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TABLE 20
COMPARATIVE COST 
OF LIVING INDEX
S E L E C T E D  U . S .  C I T I E S

FIRST QUARTER, 1988

Stats City
All Items 

Index State City
All Items 
IndexAlabama Birmingham 98.7 Missouri St. Louis 99.4Alaska Anchorage 129.5 Montana Missoula 95.8Fairbanks 130.9 Nebraska Lincoln 92.8Juneau 129.7 Nevada Las Vegas 102.7Arizona Phoenix 103.2 New Hampshire Manchester 123.6TUcson 100.2 New Mexico Albuquerque 101.1California Los Angeles 117.0 New York Albany 110.2Sacramento 108.0 Buffalo 97.0San Diego 121.0 New York 154.6Colorado Denver 102.3 North Carolina Raleigh 100.9Connecticut Hartford 123.3 Ohio Columbus 102.7Delaware Wilmington 113.7 Oklahoma OklahomaDistrict of Columbia 130.8 City 94.2Florida Jacksonville 98.8 Oregon Eugene 101.2Miami 111.4 Pennsylvania Philadelphia 126.5Georgia Atlanta 108.6 South Carolina Charleston 100.6Idaho Boise 95.2 Tennessee Memphis 96.1Illinois Peoria 103.0 Texas Dallas 106.6Indiana Bloomington 99.2 Houston 102.7Kansas Wichita 94.9 Utah Salt LakeKentucky Lexington 102.2 City 98.3Louisiana New Orleans 97.3 Vermont Montpelier 112.9Maryland Baltimore 104.1 Virginia Richmond 105.3Massachusetts Boston 157.6 Washington Seattle 109.1Michigan Lansing 106.1 West Virginia Charleston 96.2Minnesota St. Paul 104.8 Wisconsin Milwaukee 104.7

Note: The ACCRA Cost of Living Inda measures relative price levels for consumer goods and services in participating cities (a total of 
256 cities in the 1st quarter of 1988) as compared with the national average of 100 for all participating cities.
Source: American Chamber of Commerce Researchers Association.
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PER CAPITA INCOME RANKED BY STATE
1987

TABLE 21

Per Capita Percent of Percent Change
Rank State Income U.S. Average Since 19861 Connecticut $ 20,980 137% 9.2%2 New Jersey 20,067 131 9.83 Massachusetts 18,926 123 8.04 New York 18,055 118 5.55 ALASKA 17,886 117 0.86 Maryland 17,722 116 6.87 California 17,661 115 5.38 New Hampshire 17,133 112 7.69 Illinois 16,347 107 6.010 Virginia 16,322 106 6.211 Delaware 16,238 106 8.212 Nevada 15,958 104 5.913 Colorado 15,862 103 5.014 Minnesota 15,783 103 7.115 Washington 15,444 101 6.516 Hawaii 15,366 100 4.617 Rhode Island 15,355 100 4.7

— U.S. AVERAGE 15,340 100 6.118 Michigan 15,330 100 9.019 Florida 15,241 99 6.720 Pennsylvania 14,997 98 7.621 Kansas 14,952 97 4.022 Wisconsin 14,659 96 6.323 Ohio 14,543 95 5.824 Missouri 14,537 95 6.425 Nebraska 14,341 93 4.126 Iowa 14,191 93 7.327 Georgia 14,098 92 6.628 Vermont 14,061 92 9.529 Arizona 14,030 91 6.130 Oregon 13,887 91 5.131 Indiana 13,834 90 6.932 Texas 13,764 90 1.833 Maine 13,720 89 8.034 North Carolina 13,155 86 7.435 North Dakota 13,061 85 6.336 Wyoming 12,759 83 -3.637 Tennessee 12,738 83 7.738 Oklahoma 12,520 82 1.239 South Dakota 12,511 82 5.640 Montana 12,255 80 2.941 Kentucky 11,950 78 7.442 South Carolina 11,858 77 6.943 Idaho 11,820 77 3.444 Alabama 11,780 77 6.045 New Mexico 11,673 76 5.846 Lc uisiana 11,362 74 1.247 Arkansas 11,343 74 5.348 Utah 11,246 73 4.749 West Virginia 10,959 71 4.150 Mississippi 10,204 67 6.8Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of Economic Analysis.
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---------APPENDIX - C--------------- —
PUBLIC COMMENTS

The fo llow ing  newspapers carried at least one s to ry  in January  1989 abou t the 
pub lic hearings scheduled by the A laska  State O ffic e rs ’ C om pensa tion  C om m iss ion  on  
Janua ry  11, January  14 and Feb ruary  1: A leu tian  Eagle, A nchorage D a ily  News, A n ­
chorage Times, Borough Post, B risto l Bay News, Copper Valley News, De lta Paper, H om e r 
News, Is land News, Juneau Empire, Ketchikan D a ily  News, K od iak  D a ily  M irror, Peninsula 
C la r io n , Petersburg P i lo t , P ion ee r A ll-A la ska  Weekly, S itka  Sentine l, Vaidez Vanguard 
and  the Valley Sun. S till o th e r newspapers published at least one a rtic le  about the C om ­
m ission , but w ithou t giving the exact tim e and date o f  the pub lic hearings. Those  in ­
c luded the Fa irbanks D a ily  News M iner and the W range ll Sentinel.

Statewide rad io  and television, includ ing the A la ska  Pub lic  R ad io  N etw ork , 
K IM 'O -TV  and KT U U -TV , as well as m any loca l stations, a lso broadcast period ic stories 
abou t the Com m iss ion  and its w ork .

In  add ition , each o f  the 17 legislative in fo rm a tio n  o ffices a round  the state re­
ceived press releases and copies o f  the d ra ft report.

A t the public hearings on  January  11 and Janua ry  14, 1989, w ritten and o ra l 
testimony received centered on  the feasib ility o f  raising pub lic o ffic ia ls ’ sa laries given 
current econom ic conditions, while o ther witnesses o ffe red  testim ony in support o f  the 
C om m ission ’s findings.

The Comm ission a lso received written testimony from  the A laska  C ou rt System 
relating to the positions o f  Adm inistrative D irec to r and  D epu ty  Adm inistrative D irec ­
tor, The C ou rt System noted that recomm endations m ade about those positions were 
outside the C om m ission ’s au tho rity  and that those sa laries were set by State Statute and 
A laska  C ou rt Rules.

In  response to a request by the C h ie f Justice o f  the A la ska  Supreme C ou rt , 
the C om m ission  held a  th ird  public hearing on  Feb rua ry  1, 1989. W ritten and o ra l 
testimony received from  witnesses, including private attorneys, A laska justices and judges, 
a representative o f  the A laska  C ou rt System and the A m erican  B a r A ssoc iation , plus 
a fo rm er member o f  the federal Quadrennial Sa la ry Comm ission , generally favored sa lary 
increases greater than those in itia lly  recommended by the Com m ission .
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A la ska  D e p a rtm en t o f  L ab o r, Research and A na lys is . A l a s k a  E c o n o m i c  Trends, 

(Sep tem ber 1987 ).
A la ska  Ju d ic ia l C ou n c il. A n n u a l  Report, (va rious years).
A la sk a  P u b lic  O ffic e s  C om m iss ion . M a n u a l  o f  Instructions: S t a t e m e n t  f o r  Conflict 

o f  Interest L a w ,  / I S  39.50, (1986 ).
A la sk a  S tate O ff ic e rs ’ C om pensa tion  C om m iss ion . 1 9 8 7  Final Report: A  R e p o r t  a n d  

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  C o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  Benefits f o r  M e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  State 

Legislature, (1 9 8 7 ) .
A ltm an  &  W e il, Inc . T h e  1988 Surv e y o f  L a w  F i r m  E c o n o m i c s ,  (1988 ).
A m erican  B a r  A ssoc ia tion . A  H a n d b o o k  o n  State Judicial Salaries, (1988).

A m erican  B a r  A ssoc ia tion , Jud ic ia l A dm in is tra tion  D iv is ion . Guidelines f o r  R e v i e w­
ing Qualificaiions o f  Candidates f o r  Judicial Office, (1984 ).
Am erican B a r  A ssoc ia tion , Judicia l Adm inistration D iv is ion  Com m ittee on  State Judicia l 
Sa la ries and  C om p en sa tio n . A  National E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  State Judicial Fringe Benefits, 

(M a rch  1988>„
A m erican  C h a m b e r  o f  C om m erce Researchers A ssoc ia tion . Inter-City C o s t  o f  Living 
Index, (q u a r t e r ly  pub lic a tion ).
A m erican  Ju id ica tu re  Society. H a s  the T i m e  C o m e  f o r  Judicial Sabbaticals? 71 Jud . 
306  (1988 ).
Fischer, V ic to r . A l a s k a’s Constitutional Convention.
Hawaii, S tate o f .  R e p o r t  o f  Public Officers a n d  E m p l o y e e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  R e v i e w  C o m ­

mission, (1 9& 3 ).
N a t io n a l C em te r f o r  State C ou rts . Su rv ey  o f  Judicial Salaries, (pub lished  twice yea rly ).
U .S . C o m m is s io n  o n  Executive, Legislative and Jud ic ia l Sa la ries . H i g h  Quality L e a d e r­
ship —  O u r  G o v e r n m e n t ’s M o s t  Precious Asset: R e p o r t  o f  the C o m m i s s i o n ,  (1986 ).
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