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o m m i t t c e

f i t *

I w i s h  to r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  schedule S B  517, an A c t  r e l a t i n g  to 
i n i t i a t i v e s  and r e f e r e n d u m  el ections in h o m e  rule m u n i c i palities, 
a t  the e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  date.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consideration.

S e n a te  D is t r ic t  E
Mat-Su Borough • So. Anchorage • BuWlnJian • GildwooJ • Nikitki • Gmper Lan ling • Ho[y • Seward • Prince William SounJ



SB 517, Simple majority in home rules 

NOTIFIED; *indicates will testify

*Senator Szymanski
Municipal League: Scott Burgess announced to members at morning meeting

Some may come to testify, NO ANCH ASSEMBLY HERE.
Mark Begich: out of town, left message 
IBEW: Tom Cashen, may testify 
Kim Hutchison:

NOTES;

Begich called: bad idea. IF THIS BILL SUPERCEDES CHARTER, SHOULD BE HELD IN 
COMMITTEE. RATEPAYERS GET DISENFRANCHISED BY SIMPLE MAJORITY.

Anchorage Charter commission is currently reviewing this issue. LET LOCAL 
CITIZENS DECIDE. THIS STATE INVOLVEMENT IS UNECESSARY.

ALLOWS TO MUCH POWER TO SPECIAL INTERESTS WITH FINANCIAL ACCESS TO MEDIA.
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C IT Y  OF VALDEZ

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9014

A R E S O L U T I O N  OF THE C I T Y  C O U N C I L  OF T H E  CITY 
OF VALDEZ, ALASKA, S U P P O R T I N G  A M E N D M E N T  O F  T HE 
ALASKA S T A T U T E S  BY T H E  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T U R E  TO 
REQUIRE A L L  I N I T I A T I V E S  ON ALL S T A T E  OR 
M U N I C I P A L  M A T T E R S  BE P A S S E D  ON A S I M P L E  
M A J O R I T Y  BASIS

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of V a l d e z  support s 
the d e m o c r a t i c  ideals o f  m a j o r i t y  rule e m b o d i e d  in the initiat ive 
process; and

WHEREAS, the C i t y  C o uncil of the C i t y  of Valdez 
r e c o g n i z e s  that e f f o r t s  to r e q u i r e  u g r e a t e r  than s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  
vote in i n i t i a t i v e s  u n d e r m i n e s  t h a t  d e m o c r a t i c  ideal.

NOW THEREF O R E ,  BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE CITY C O U N C I L  OF T'JF
CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA, that■

Section 1, The City C o u ncil of the C i t y  of Valdez
su p p o r t s  amen dment of th e  A lask a S t a t u t e s  by the A l a s k a  Legi s l a t u r e  
to r e q u i r e  that all i n i t i a t i v e s  on all state or m u n i c i p a l  matt ers 
p r o p e r l y  a d d r essed by i n i t i a t i v e  be p a s s e d  on a s i m p l e  ma-iority 
basis.

Section 2. A  copy of this resolu t i o n ,  p r o p e r l y
certified, shall be se nt to the S p e a k e r  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  House 
of Repres e n t a t i v e s ,  the P r e s i d e n t  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  Senate, and 
the G o v e r n o r ' s  office.

P ASSED A N D  A P P R O V E D  BY THE CITY C O U N C I L  O F  T H E  CITY OF
VALDEZ, ALASKA, this 20th d a y  of February, 1990.

CITY OF VALDEZ, A L A S K A

A T T E S T :

CIfiAstsxtJ S .
J e a n n e  D. Donald, c i t y  <C l e r k P A X

TO: K j m
t h a n b m i t t a l

DEPt _
FROMijCkfrflflL.
CO:
PaaWforanciTa*:rar«-ittai'nemo 76T

M E M O

. FAX #: 5 S k  -/57g

. phone- 8 3 5 -  > 4 5 )3  
fax*'
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M E M O R A N D U M

FROM: Maxine F l o u nd ers

DATE: N o v e m b e r  16, 1989

SUBJECT: File No. 7092, R e s e a r c h  Re: M u n i c i p a l  C h a r t e r s

You asked m e  to r e v i e w  c opi es of M u n i c i p a l  C h a r t e r s  
on file at the A n c h o r a g e  Law Library, r e g a r d i n g  s u p e r - m a j o r i t y  
language. The f o l l o w i n g  is w h a t  I found:

F a i r b a n k s  - S e c t i o n  7.3 r e g a r d i n g  l i m i t a t i o n  on 
b o n d e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  requires, "65% of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  
at r e f e r e n d u m  thereon, vote in favor of said issue." S e c t i o n  
7.4, an or din a n c e  a u t h o r i z i n g  i s s u ance of g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  
bonds, r e q uires  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by "majority  of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  
v o t i n g  at an e l e c t i o n . "  For p u r p o s e s  of this section, a 
q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r ^ u s t  be one w h o s e  name appe ars on the last tax 
a s s e s s m e n t  rol.l'of the city, as well as being a 3 0 - d a y  r e s i d e n t  
and q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  V of the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  
Otherwis e, a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  is a c i t i z e n  of the U, s., 18 and 
over, a 3 0 -day resident, must b e  r egist e r e d  at l e a s t  30 days 
p r i o r  to an election, and is q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  V.

Citv of V a l d e z  - S e c t i o n  13.4 r e g a r d i n g  d i s p o s a l  of 
m u n i c i p a l  u t i l i t y  p l a n t s  and u t i l i t y  p r o p e r t y  r e q u i r e s  "3/5 of 
the el ecto r s . "

J u n e a u  - T h e  c h a r t e r  m e r e l y  requires a m a j o r i t y  of 
q u a l i f i e d  voters.

S eward - S e c t i o n  13.4 r e g a r d i n g  d i s p o s a l  of m u n i c i p a l  
u t i l i t y  plants and u t i l i t y  p r o p e r t y  r e q uire s "3/5 of the 
el e c t o r s . "  otherwise, the c h a r t e r  r e q u i r e s  a m a j o r i t y  of 
q u a l i f i e d  electors (regis t e r e d  to vote).

P a lme r - S e c t i o n  13.4 is the same as a b o v e­
referenced.

Cordova - T h i s  c h a r t e r  requires a m a j o r i t y  of 
q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on a question. A  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  is 
d e f i n e d  in A r ticle V a n d  is a r e s i d e n t  of the City.

N o r t h - S l o p e  Borough - This c h a r t e r  r efers to a 
" m a j o r i t y  of the q u a l i f i e d  v o t er s."

TO: Don M c C l i n t o c k
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P A R T  I.

THE CHA RT ER ,
Editor's  n o t e , - - T h i s  C h a r t e r  is p r in ted  he re in  

exact ly as passed on F e b r u a r y  21 ,  1961; e x ­
cept, that a un i fo rm system o f  capita l i sat ion 
and punctuat ion has been emp loyed ;  and 
except , that h is to r ica l  c itat ions which appea r  
at the end o f  sect ions indicate the o rd inances  
which have amended such sect ions since the 
o r ig ina l  o rd inance  was adop ted .

Chap te r  I .  Genera l  P ro v i s i o n s .
f 1 . 1 .  Cont inuat ion o f  exist ing: c o rp o r a t i o n .
I  1 . 2 .  Form o f  gove rnment .
I 1 . 3 .  B ounda r ie s .
I  1 . 4 .  Powers o f  the c i t y .
I 1 . 5 .  Powers o f  the c i t y .
I 1 . 6 .  Defin it ions and con s t ru c t ion .
6 1 . 7 .  Records to be p u b l i c .
I  1 . 8 .  QuoYum,
S 1 . 9 .  Sundays and h o l i d a y s .
I  1 , 1 0 .  Penalt ies f o r  v i o l a t i o n s .
i 1 . 1 1 ,  Notice to c i ty -o f  c laim fo r  i n j u r i e s .
§ 1 , 1 2 .  Chapter and section h e a d in g s .
§ 1 . 1 3 .  S eve rab i l i t y  o f  C h a r t e r  p r o v i s i o n s  .

Chap te r  11, O f f i c e r s .
§ 2 . 1 .  City o f f i c e r s .
8 2 . 2 .  E l ig ib i l i ty  f o r  e lect ive city o f f i c e .
§ 2 . 3 .  Persons  ine l ig ib le  f o r  city of f ice o r  employment.
§ 2 . 4 .  Notice of  e lect ion o r  app itr.tment.
8 2 . 5 .  Compensation of  o f f i c e r s .
5 2 . 6 .  Compensation o f  mayo r  ana counc i lman .
8 2 . 7 ,  Oath o f  o f f i ce .
I 2 . 8 ,  Surety b o n d s .
§ 2 . 9 ,  Giv ing of  su re ty  by o f f ice rs  and employees f o rb idd en ,
i 2 . 1 0 .  Vacancies in o f f i c e .
f 2 , 1 1 ,  Res igna t ions .
8 2 . 1 2 .  •Removal f rom  o f f ice .
8 2 . 1 3 .  'Recal l .
I 2 . 1 4 .  F i l l ing  v a c an c ie s .
S 2 . 1 5 .  De l iv e ry  of  o f f ice to su c c e s s o r .

• Chap te r  I I I .  Tr.e City Counc i l .
8 3 . 1 .  The city c o u n c i l .
8 3 . 1 , 1 .  The city counc i l  bu l le t in  b o a rd .
8 3 . 2 .  Terms o f  o f f i c e . .

S u p p .  # 1 6 ,  1 - 8 3



*1 1 3 . 1  Va ldez City Code I 13 .4

tion f o r  h is of f ic ia l duties o r  the duties o f  h is emp loymen t , sha l l  file w i th the ci ty 
c l e r k  a statement,  under  oath, sett ing fo r th  the na tu re  o f  such bus iness d e a l ­
ings and his inte rest  t h e r e i n , not less than ten days  be fo re  the date when action 
may be taken by  the counci l or by  any -o f f icer o r  agency of  the ci ty upon the 
matter i n v o l v e d .  Such statement sha l l  be su f f ic ien t  for cont inuing t ransac t ions  
of a s im i l a r  o r  l ike  nature  f o r  one year f rom the date of  i ts f i l ing .

Chapter  X I I I .  Publ ic  U t i l i t y  S e rv ic e s .
S e c .  1 3 . 1 .  G e n e r a l  p o w e r s  r e  B_p a c t i n g  m u n i c i p a l  u t i l i t i e s .

The ci ty sha l l  have a l l  the powers  not p roh ib i ted  b y  law to acqu i re ,  own ,  
ope ra te ,  p romote and regu la te  pub lic  u t i l i t i e s , e i ther  within cr  beyond  its 
c o rp o ra te  l im i t s ,  and may a lso  se l l  u ti l i ty s e rv ic e s  beyond its corporate l imits.
S e c .  1 3 . 2 .  R a t e s ,

( a )  The counc i l  may p rov ide b y  o rd in anc e  fo r  the establ ishment of  
u t i l i t ies  and may p ro v id e  fo r  the ir  regu la t ion ,  p romo t ion ,  contro l and the f ix ing  
o f  the r a te s  to be cha rged  ,*so that each u t i l i t y  w i l l  be f inanc ia l ly  s e l f - s u s t a in in g , 
i f  p o s s ib l e .

( b )  No agreements  sha l l  be made for u t i l i t y  s e rv ices  outside o f  the city 
/ - 'Which w i l l  r e t u r n  to the city le ss  net r e venues  than it rea l i z e s  for the Bame s e r -

f ices w i th in  the c i ty .  Increased ra tes f o r  u t i l i t y  se rv ice  outside of the city may 
be es tab l ished  by  the counc i l .

( c )  T ransac t ion s  pe r ta in ing  to the owne r sh ip  and operation o f  each 
munic ipa l  u t i l i t y  sha l l  be reco rded  in a separa te  g roup  o f  accounts, which sha l l  
be c la ss i f i ed  in accordance with gene ra l l y  accepted accounting p ract ices .  An 
annua l  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be p repa red  to show the f inanc ia l  posit ion of each ci ty uti l i ty 
and the r e su l t s  o f  its ope ra t ion .  Such r e p o r t s  sha l l  be ava i lab le  for inspection 
at the of f ice of  the ci ty c l e r k .
S e c .  1 3 . 3 .  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  m u n i c i p a l  u t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  c h a r g e s

The counc i l  sha l l  p rov ide  in the Code fo r  the co l lect ion of rates and charges  
f o r  pub l i c  u t i l i t y  se rv ices  fu rn ished  by the c i t y .  When any person fai ls  o r  r e ­
fuses to pay to the city any sums due on ut i l i ty  b i l l s ,  the serv ice upon which 
such de l in qu ency  exists  may be discontinued and sui t may be brought fo r  the 
co l lec t ion  th e re o f .
S e c ,  1 3 . 4 .  D i s p o s a l  of m u n i c i p a l  u t i l i t y  p l a n t s  a n d  u t i l i t y

p r o p e r t y .

The counc i l  may s e l l ,  lease o r  o therw ise d ispose of a municipal u t i l i ty  o r  
o f  p r o p e r t y  and interest in p rope r ty  used o r  u se fu l  in the operation o f  a uti l i ty 
o n l y  a f te r  a p ropos i t i on  to do so is approved b y  th ree - f i f th s  of  the e lectors  of the 
c i ty  v o t ing  on the p ropos i t ion .

G
2 .2 8
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