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Introduced: 2/8/90 6-1870A
Referred: State Affairs

BY SEN. RODEY

IN THE SENATE
SENATE BILL NO. 452

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF «LASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act repealing limitations on the Older Alaskans
Commission relating to the longevity bonus program
and the Alaska Pioneers®™ Home."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.21.230(c) 1is repealed.
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844.21.220 Alaska Statutes 844.21.230

(c) The commission shall elect one of its members as chairperson,

elaggl)may select other officers it considers necessary. (§ 2 ch 79 SLA

Sec. 44.21.220. Compensation. Members of the commission re-
ceive no compensation for their services, but are entitled to per diem
and travel allowances authorized by law for other boards and commis-
sions under AS 39.20.180. (§ 2 ch 79 SLA 1981)

Sec. 41.21.230. Powers, duties, and limitations, (a) The com-
mission shall

(1) formulate a comprehensive statewide plan that identifies the
concerns and needs of older Alaskans and, with reference to the plan
adopted, prepare and submit to the governor and legislature an an-
nual analysis and evaluation ofthe services that are provided to older
Alaskans;

(2) make recommendations directly to the governor and legislature
with respect to legislation, regulations, and appropriations for pro-
grams or services that benefit older Alaskans;

(3) encourage and aid the development of municipal commissions
serving older Alaskans and community-oriented programs and ser-
vices for the benefit of older Alaskans;

(4) employ an executive director who serves at the pleasure of the
commission;

(5) help older Alaskans lead dignified, independent, and useful
lives:

(6) request and receive reports and audits from state agencies and
local institutions concerned with the conditions and needs of older
Alaskans;

(7) administer, with the approval of the commissioner of adminis-
tration, federal programs as provided under 42 U.S.C. 3001 — 3045i
(Older Americans Act), as amended; and

(8) administer, with the approval of the commissioner of adminis-
tration, state programs as provided under AS 47.65.

(b) To accomplish its duties, the commission may

(1) review, evaluate, and comment upon state programs concerned
with the problems and the needs of older Alaskans;

(2) collect facts and statistics, and make studies of conditions and
problems pertaining to the employment, health, financial security,
social welfare, and other concerns that bear upon the well-being of
older Alaskans;

(3) provide information about public programs that would be of in-
terest or benefit to older Alaskans;

(4) appoint special committees, which may include persons who are
not -.orc of tho mminiccinn t rnmninin I

844.21.231 State Government § 4421232

(5) promote community education efforts regarding the problems
and concerns of older Alaskans;

(6) contract for necessary services;

(7) consult and cooperate with persons, organizations, and groups
interested in or concerned with programs of assistance to older Alas-
kans;

(8) advocate improved programs of benefit to older Alaskans;

(9) set standards for levels of services for older Alaskans for pro-
grams administered by the commission; and

(10) adopt regulations necessary for the administration of AH
4421.200 — 44.21.240 and to comply with federal law.

(c)  The co .mission may not investigate, review, or undertake ar
responsibility for the longevity bonus program under AS 47.45 or,
except for activities of the office of the long term care ombudsman, the
Alaska Pioneers’ Homes under AS 47.25.010 — 47.25.100. (§ 2 ¢ch 79
SLA 1981; am § 1 ch 108 SLA 1988; am § 51 ch 50 SLA 1989)

Effect of amendments. — The 1988 The 1989 amendment. efTcclive May 27.
amendment, in subsection (b), added 1989, inserted "except for activities of the
"and” at the end of paragraph (9) and office of the long term care ombudsman”
added paragraph (10). in subsection (c?.

Sec. 44.21.231. Office of the long term care ombudsman,
(a) The office of the long term care ombudsman is established in the
commission.

(b) The ombudsman shall be hired by the commission. A member of
the commission who has a financial interest in a long term care facil-
ity in the state, or who has any other conflict of interest, may nol
participate in the hiring ofthe ombudsman. The ombudsman is a full-
time position in the classified service.

(c) The ombudsman may not have a financial interest in a long
term care facility in the state. The commission shall adopt regulations
to ensure that the ombudsman, and employees and volunteers of the
office, do not have a conflict of interest or an appearance ofa conflict ol
interest. (§ 2 ch 108 SLA 1988)

Sec. 44.21.232. Duties and powers of the long term care om-
budsman. (a) The ombudsman shall investigate and resolve a com-
plaint made by or on behalfofan older Alaskan who resides in a long
term care facility in the state if the complaint relates to a decision,
action, or failure to act by a provider or a representative of a provider
of long term care services, or by a public agency or social services
agency, that may adversely affect the health, safety, welfare, or rights
of the older Alaskan.

(b) The ombudsman may investigate and resolve a complaint mad<
by or on behalfofan older Alaskan relating to the long term care oi
rnsidonfinl rirrum stanros of the older Alaskan. Gnmnlaints under thif



Patrick M. Rodey

Senator

. - MIC. &, ite5I0
ibtate legislature frctorage, Alesa SHB
@) -8

Durirg Sssiot
PO.BoxV

Jrea, Aleda %811
(@) 45373

Senate

DATE: March 26, 1990

TO : Senator Pat Pourchot, Chair
Senate)State Affairs Committee

FROM: SerApTtrick Rodey

R fASenate Bill 452

I would appreciate your consideration in scheduling Senate Bill 452 in
the Senate State Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience.

The proposal expands the powers of the Older Alaskans Commission by
repealing AS 44.21.230 (c) - a copy is attached - which currently
denies the OAC the authority to investigate, review or undertake any
responsibility for the longevity bonus program or the Alaska Pioneers”

Homes.

Senate Bill 452 would establish a policy to allow the OAC to particiate
in matters regarding Alaska®s seniors.

There is no fiscal impact.
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Original sponsor(s): SEN. RODEY

IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 452 (State Affairs)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act authorizing the Older Alaskans Commission to

exercise review andcomment powers relating to the
longevity bonus program and the Alaska Pioneersl

Home."

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. AS 44.21.230(c) 1is amended to read:

(c) The commission may review and comment on, but may not inves-
tigate [, REVIEW,] or undertake any responsibility for”™ the longevity
bonus program under AS 47.45. The commission may review and comment
on, but [OR], except for activities of the office of the 1long term
care ombudsman, may not investigate or undertake any responsibility

for, the Alaska Pioneers®™ Homes under AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100.



Original sponsor(s): SEN. RODEY
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IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 452 (State Affairs)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act authorizing the Older Alaskans Commission to
exercise review and comment powers relating to the
longevity bonus program and the Alaska Pioneersl
Home."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
Section 1. AS 44.21.230(c) 1is amended to read:

(c) The commission may review and comment on, but may not inves—
tigate [, REVIEW,] or undertake any responsibility forj the longevity
bonus program under AS 47.45. The commission may review and comment
on, but [OR], except for activities of the office of the Ilong term
care ombudsman, may not 1investigate or undertake any responsibility

for, the Alaska Pioneers®™ Homes under AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100.
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