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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

$
S e n . P a t  P o u r c h o t ,  C h a i rm a n

Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman 
Sen. A1 Adams 
Sen. Tim Kelly 
Sen, Rick Uehling S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811907-465-3712

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee Members

FROM: Senator Pat Pourchot

RE: Wednesday, February 7 Committee Hearing

DATE: February 6, 1990

TELECONFERENCE: Pioneers Homes: Anchorage, Fairbanks, Jur.eau, Palmer
(Due to limited bridge capacity no other sites could join)

On Wednesday, February 7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Beltz Room the Senate State 
Affairs Committee will hear the following bills:S S  S B  3 # * ?
*56-3897 An Act relating to the Pioneers' Home, sponsored by Senator 
Kerttula.

*SB 248. An Act relating to requirements for admission to the Pioneers7 
Home, sponsored by Senator Duncan.

Several issues exist concerning admission criteria to the Pioneers' Homes:

1. There is currently no age requirement in law for admission to the 
Pioneers' Home if the applicant is "destitute". If a person is not 
destitute, they must be at least 65 years of age to qualify for admission.

2. Current statutes give admission priority to applicants who are 
technically destitute. Those who are not technically destitute and are 
ineligible for Medicaid, but whose income is too low to pay for nursing 
care, have to wait one to two years for admission.

Bill sponsors may be presenting the committee with sponsor substitutes 
in response to concerns outlined by the Division of Pioneers Benefits and 
the Department of Administration.

♦ I n d i c a t e s  first S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  h e a r i n g
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SB 389, An Act relating to the Pioneers' Home.

NOTIFIED; * indicates will testify

♦Senator Duncan — 1 UP ^ ,r̂
♦Senator Kerttula
♦Jim Fox: Department of Administration 
♦Barbara Bathony: Div. of Pioneers Benefits 
Pioneers Homes: Juneau

Anchorage 
Fairbanks 
Palmer
Sitka : Not on line
Ketchikan: Not on line 

Dennis Murray: Heritage Facility, Soldotna (see written testimony in 
binder)

AARP: Bob Pavitt 
AFN: Janice Ryan •
OPAG: Rose P a l m q u i s t - ' i ^ ^ 1'
OAC: Fran Toland/Connie Sipe 
Senior Voice: Liz Lawson

Mailing List included names above + 25 individual seniors

NOTES;

Gray area: See Kerttula's letter attached to Sponsor substitute, Item 3 
relating to collectibility of debt and Sec. 6 of the SS:

This recommendation came from Barbara as they are currently obligated 
to hand over estate to Probate.The Division's goal in including this is 
to clean up statutes. However, there is some concern on the bill 
drafter's part that after reviewing the SS, the Pioneers Home may not
wish to give up the preferred claim language.

I have contacted both Barbara and the AG's office to try to find out if
there is a problem with repealing those portions of the 47.25.070 statute 
that relates to collectibility and if the state is jeopardizing potential 
debt relief by eliminating the language stating that burial is first, prior 
and preferred claim against the estate of the Pioneers' Home resident.

The AG's office does not deal with Probate Code, I have asked Barbara to 
look into this to insure we are not reducing state's ability to pay for 
resident's debts. Barbara will be prepared to answer questions on this at 
the hearing.

Pat, the SS seems to be a well-written act with input from Jim Fox, 
Barbara Bathony and several home directors. It grandfathers in those who 
are currently in home, will have the most negative impact on those that are 
near the top of the waiting list but who are not "in need" but thought they 
were going to be admitted.

•SUss fYv&ac TktjO cv. k - B u d "  -fLe_OA>lu |VAJcS
C k U c u l C v b k l .  OJtQ* G $ C  Y \ o u e e c  f  lo /v -e s  * S l* c . i t )  L l O ,

QMLS/ | i/jgS cX[/C*.ll<xbldL- 
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O f f i c i a l  B u s i n e s s  P . O .  B o x  V

S ta te  C a p ito l 

Ju n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t ,  C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a

S U B J :  S p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r
S e n a t e  B i l l  389 —  
A d m i s s i o n  t o  P i o n e e r s '  
H o m e s .

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1990

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  c o p y  o f  m y  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  
B i l l  3 8 9 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  p i o n e e r s '  h o m e s .  T h e  
s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  m a k e s  t h r e e  b a s i c  c h a n g e s  t o  c u r r e n t  
s t a t u t e :

1 .  T h e  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  " d e s t i t u t e "  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  p i o n e e r s '  h o m e s .  T h i s  
r e q u i r e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  o v e r  f r o m  t h e  e r a  w h e n  t h e  S i t k a  
P i o n e e r s '  H o m e  w a s  a  p o o r  f a r m .  T h i s  l a n g u a g e  i s  a r c h a i c  
t o d a y ,  s i n c e  t h e  h o m e s  a r e  n o t  m e a n t  t o  b e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  
p o o r  f a r m ,  a n d  n o b o d y  p e r c e i v e s  t h e m  a s  s u c h .  U n d e r  t h e  
s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  n e e d s - b a s e d  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  
a d m i s s i o n  w h i c h  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  r e g u l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  s e t  i n
s t a t u t e .  C u r r e n t  l a w  g i v e s  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  p r i o r i t y  f o r  
a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  h o m e s  —  t h e  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  
a l l  i n  n e e d  w o u l d  h a v e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  h o m e s .

2 .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  d e s t i t u t e  c a n  b e  
a d m i t t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a n  a g e  6 5 ,  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  d e s t i t u t e  c a n  
o n l y  b e  a d m i t t e d  a f t e r  a g e  6 5 .  T h e  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  
c l a r i f i e s  w h o  c a n  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  h o m e s ,  a n d  a d d s  a n  a g e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  65 f o r  a l l  a d m i s s i o n s .  T h e  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  
a l s o  w i l l  a l l o w  s p o u s e s  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  h o m e  t o  b e
a d m i t t e d ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i n  n e v i d ,  i f  t h e  s p o u s e  i s  a t  l e a s t
a g e  6 5 .



S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u rc h o t
F e b r u a r y  6 , 1990
P age  2

3. T h e  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 8 9  a l s o  

c l a r i f i e s  h o w  d e b t s  o f  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  c o l l e c t e d .  U n d e r  t h e  

s u b s t i t u t e ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i b i l i t y  o f  d e b t s  o f  f o r m e r  r e s i d e n t s ,  

w h o  a r e  n o w  d e c e a s e d  w i l l  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  P r o b a t e  C o d e .  

C u r r e n t  l a w  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  p a s t  d e b t  c a n  b e  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  a  

p r e s e n t  r e s i d e n t ,  w h e n  t h a t  r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c o m e  i n  e x c e s s  

o f  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .  S p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 8 9  

e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c a n  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  p a y m e n t ,  i n  a n y  

o n e  m o n t h  w h i c h  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  f o r  c a r e  

w h i c h  i s  s e t  i n  s t a t u t e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  d e b t s  i n c u r r e d  u n d e r  A S

4 7 . 2 5 . 0 7 0 .

J K : k h

4 S B 3 8 9
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STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

-  m K ^ S ^ S m S S m r
BILL VERSION: SS^B 389________

PUBLISH DATE : ________________

REQUEST:
F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Dale:_____________________
Title : "An Act relating to the

Pioneers* Home"_________________
Sponsor : Sen. Kerttula__________

Requestor: _____________________

Agency Aflected : Dept, of Administration 
B R U  : P i o n e e r s’ Benefits

Component?; • P i o n e e r s 1 Homes

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96
PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUALSUPPLIESEQUIPMENTLAND & STRUCTURESGRANTS, CLAIMS -MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0u . 0 0 U 0 U
0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
C A P IT A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

R E V E N U E 0 0 0 0 0 0

FU N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
T )T A L

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 n
n n n 0 n n .  .

0 0 0 n n n _

P O S I T I O N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page i( necessary)
Adding priority admission of persons in need of the care and benefits of the 

Home but who are not destitute would very slowly increase the revenues. This 

is very difficult to predict since the Division has very few admissions into 

Nursing and Assisted Living where priority n ow applies. Also most applicants 

who are destitute have some level of incomp.

Prepared by • Barbara Bathony Phone • 465-4400________
Division: P i o n e e r s’ Benefits \ V  n Dale • 2-7-90____________

Approved by Commissioner: Frank S. Baxter 
Agency : Department of Administration

D a le : f a  I  f a

Distribution (by preparer) :
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page. of
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BY SEN. KERTTULA, Szymanski

o

.

IN THE SENATE

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 389 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Pioneers' Home."

7'| BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

s ;! * Section 1. AS 47.25.010(a) is amended to read:

9 . (a) The state shall maintain an institution [FOR THE CARE OF

to it NEEDY PERSONS,] known as the Alaska Pioneers' Home. The principal

home shall be maintained at Sitka, and a branch may be maintained at a

site or sites designated by the commissioner of administration.

* Sec. 2. AS 47.25.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 47.25.020. ADMISSION TO HOME. (a) Every worthy person 

residing in the state who is 65 years of age or older, has been a 

16li resident of the state continuously for more than 15 years immediately

1 7: preceding application for admission, and [WHO] is [DESTITUTE AND] in

1 3 1 need of the aid or benefit of the home because of physical disability

1 9 , or other cause, is eligible for [ENTITLED TO] admission to the home

20 under the conditions, limitations^ and penalties prescribed by the

2 1 regulations of the Department of Administration. The spouse of a 

221; person who is eligible for admission under other provisions of this

23jj subsection is also eligible for admission to the home under the condi-

24il tions, limitations, and penalties prescribed by regulations of the

25ii department if the spouse is 65 years of age or older and has been a

'
26 resident of the state continuously for more than 15 years immediately

271! preceding application for admission. In this subsection, "physical

231, disability or other cause" means inability to maintain a household

without regular assistance in shopping, housekeeping, meal prepara-

-1- 3SSB 389

29 li



tion, dressing, or personal hygiene because of physical or medical 

impairment, infirmity, or disability [A PERSON M A Y  NOT BE ADMITTED AS 

A RESIDENT OF THE aLASKA PIONEERS' HOME UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 

AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100 IF THE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PERSON 

IS IMPOSED BY LAW UPON A  RELATIVE OR MEMBER OF THE FAMILY OF THE 

P E R S O N ] .

(b) Every person admitted to the Pioneers' Home [, EXCEPT A 

PERSON ADMITTED UNDER AS 47.25.030,] who receives income from any 

source in excess of $100 per month m a y  be required by the Department 

of Administration to pay the excess to the Department of Administra­

tion immediately upon receipt of the money in payment, or part pa y­

ment, of the cost of the person's maintenance. However, the depart­

ment may not require in any month the payment of an amount greater 

than the monthly rate set under AS 47.25.030(b) except to satisfy an 

indebtedness incurred under AS 47.25.070.

(c) At the end of each month the payments m a t .'a under (b) of this 

section shall be transmitted to the commissioner of revenue [TOGETHER 

WITH  THE NAMES OF THE PERSONS MAKING THEM AND THE AMOUNT PAID BY 

E A C H ] . The Department of Administration may pay to a resident without 

funds the sum of $ 1 0 0  per month.

(d) The money received by the commissioner of revenue under this 

section shall be deposited in the general fund. The commissioner of 

administration shall separately account for money deposited under this

section. The annual estimated balance in the account may be used by

the legislature to make appropriations to the Department of Adminis-

tration to carrv out the purposes of AS 47. 25.010 - 47.25.100.

Sec. 3. AS 47.25.030(a) -‘s amended to read:

(a) A person eligible for admission under AS 47.25.020 [CITIZEN 

OF THE UNITED STATES OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE WHO IS A RESIDENT OF THE
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STATE AND HAS BEEN A  RESIDENT FOR NOT LESS THAN 15 YEARS CONTINUOUSLY 

IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING APPLICATION, BUT WHO IS NOT DESTITUTE,] may on 

application be admitted to the home upon agreement to pay to the state 

a sum for each month [DAY] as the Department of Administration consid­

ers sufficient to compensate the state for the cost of care and sup­

port of the person at the home. When this agreement is entered into 

tiie Department of Administration may receive [THE] security for the 

payments that [, WHICH] it considers expedient.

* Sec. 4. AS 47.25.030(b) is amended to read:

(b) The Department of Administration shall adopt regulations 

establishing a [DAILY OR] monthly rate for the compensation a resident 

is to be charged under (a) of this section. The rate charged need not 

fully compensate the state for the cost of care and support. The 

commissioner of administration shall review the rate each year.

* Sec. 5. AS 47.25.035 is amended to read:

Sec. 4/.25.035. EXCEPTION TO ADMISSION CRITERIA. An applicant 

for admission to the home wh o has been a resident of the state for 30 

years and is otherwise qualified for admission under AS 47.25.020 [OR 

47.25.030] ma y not be disqualified for admission because of absence 

from the state if the commissioner of administration determines the 

absence was reasonable and admission is consistent with the intent of 

AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100 [THIS CH APTER].

* Sec. 6. AS 47.25.070(a)(3), 47.25.070(a)(6), 47.25.070(b), 47.25.- 

070(c), 47.25.070(d), and 47.25.070(e) are repealed.

-3- SSSB 3S9



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Bill Version: sb 243
1990 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  Publ i s h  Date:

FISCAL NOTE
^  REQUEST:________________________________________

Revision Date:_______________________ Agency Affected: A d m in istratio n
Title: An A ct r e la t in g  to  requirem ents fo r  BRU : P io n e e rs 1 B e n e fits  adm ission to the P io n e e rs ' HomeS p o n s o r : Senator Duncan  C o m p o n e n ts  : P io n e e rs' Home
Requestor:_________________________  ________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Pol ars)

OPERATING FY yi FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCOi'TRACTUALSUPPLIESEQUIPMENTLAND 4 STRUCTURESGRANTS, CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

GENERAL FUND FEDERAL FUNDS OTHER TOTAL
0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)The ave-age age o f  a p p lic a n ts  to  the P io n e e rs ' Home i s  about 85-90 years o ld . In cre a sin g  the minimum age to  65 y e a rs  old  fo r  adm ission w il l  have very l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on the Homes' budget.

\#

Prepared b.y! Barl>i.r. B.hhnnvD i V i S iO n : P io n e e rs ' B e n e fits
/•., proved by Commissioner: Frank S. Baxter 
Agency: Department of Administration

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Hp v : 11/89

Date:

Phone:
Date:

465-440001/29/UG
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S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

1990 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESS IO N

Bill Version: qR

P u b l i s h  Date:

$

F I S C A L  NOT E

REQUEST:

Revision Date:________
Title: "An Acf rplaHng .̂n PinnftfiLs1 Hnmr." .the.

Sponsor:Spn Kprt-fMia 
Requestor:_________

Agency Affected: nppK nf arininî r,)1hi<
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O f f i c i a l  B u s i n e s s  P - O .  B o x  V

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  Pat Pourchot, C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  State A f f a i r s  Commi t t e e

FROM: S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t t u l a

SUBJ: S p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  for
Se n a t e  Bill 389 —
A d m i s s i o n  to Pioneers'
H o m e s .

DATE: F e b r u a r y  6, 1990

A t t a c h e d  is a cop y of m y  s p o n s o r  substi t u t e  for S e n a t e  
Bill 389, r e l a t i n g  to a d m i s s i o n  to t h e  pioneers' homes. The 
s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  m a k e s  t hree b a s i c  changes t o  c u rren t 
statute:

1. The s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  e l i m i n a t e s  t he "destitute" 
r e q u i r e m e n t  for a d m i s s i o n  to the pioneers' homes. Th is 
r e q u i r e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  left ove r from t h e  era w h e n  t h e  Sitka 
Pionee rs' Horae w a s  a p o o r  farm. T h i s  lang uage is a r c h a i c  
today, since t h e  h o m e s  are not m e a n t  to b e  equiv a l e n t  t o  a 
p o o r  farm, and n o b o d y  p e r c e i v e s  t h e m  as such. U n d e r  t h e  
s p o n s o r  substitute, the general n e e d s - b a s e d  r e q u i r e m e n t  for 
a d m i s s i o n  w h i c h  is c u r r e n t l y  in r e g u l a t i o n  w o u l d  be set in 
statute. C u r r e n t  l a w  g iv es the d e s t i t u t e  p r i o r i t y  for 
a d m i s s i o n  to t h e  h o m e s  —  the s p o n s o r  substi t u t e  p r o v i d e s  that 
all in n e e d  w o u l d  h a v e  equal access t o  the homes.

2. U n d e r  c u r r e n t  law, t h o s e  w h o  are d e s t i t u t e  c a n  be 
a d m i t t e d  e a r l i e r  t h a n  age 65, those w h o  are n o t  d e s t i t u t e  can 
o n l y  b e  a d m i t t e d  a f t e r  age 65. The s p o n s o r  s ubstitut e 
c l a r i f i e s  w h o  can b e  a d m i t t e d  to the homes, and  adds an age 
r e q u i r e m e n t  of 65 for all admissions. The sponso r s ubstitute 
a l s o  w i l l  a l l o w  spouses  of residents of the home to be 
admitted, if t h e y  are n o t  in need, if the spouse is at least 
a ge 65.



S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
F e b r u a r y  6, 1990 
P a g e  2

3. T h e  s p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  for S e n a t e  Bill 389 also 
c l a r i f i e s  h o w  debts of r e s i d e n t s  are collected. U n d e r  t h e  
s u bstitute , t h e  c o l l e c t i b i l i t y  of d e b t s  of f o r m e r  residents, 
w h o  a r e  n o w  d e c e a s e d  w i l l  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  the P r o b a t e  Code. 
C u r r e n t  l a w  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a p a s t  d e b t  c a n  b e  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  a 
p r e s e n t  resident, w h e n  t h a t  r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c o m e  in excess 
o f  $100 p e r  month. S p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  for S e n a t e  Bill 389 
e n s u r e s  t h a t  the d e p a r t m e n t  c a n  not r e q u i r e  a p a y m e n t  in any 
o n e  m o n t h  w h i c h  is g r e a t e r  t h a n  the m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  for c a r e  
w h i c h  is s e t  in statute, e x c e p t  for d e b t s  i n c u r r e d  u n d e r  AS
47.25.070.

J K : k h
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SB 248 S p o n s o r  Senator Duncan and SB 389 S p o n s o r  Senator P o u r c h o t

Senate Bill 248s "An act r e l a t i n g  t o  the re quir e m e n t s  
for a d m i s s i o n  to the Pioneers' Home" and SB 389 "An Act r e l a t i n g  
to the Pioneers' Homes" address a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a  to the Homes. 
It is then suggesti on of the D i v ision that the b i l l s  be combined. 
W e  have t h r e e  areas of concern.

m ST INg -CR I T ERIA

R e s i d e n c y

C u r r e n t l y  all applicants m u s t  m e e t  the 15 year r e s i d e n c y  
r e q u i r e m e n t  immediately p r e c eding e n t r y  into t h e  Home.

I ndigent (Destitute) Applicants

D e s t itute applican ts in need of the aid and b e n e f i t  of the Home 
are e n t i t l e d  to enter the H o m e  and do not have t o  be at least 65 
years of age.

Destitute applicants not in need of the care  of the Homes are 
t e c h n i c a l l y  excluded from entr y into the Homes.

O ther Appli c a n t s

A pplic a n t s  w h o  are able to p a y  the r e n t  and are 65 years of age or 
older m a y  be admitted on a space a v a i l a b l e  basis, and no n e e d  
c r i t erion  is specified.

S U G G E S T E D  C R I TERIA

Concern #1 fAae 6 5 ^ : The Division p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e  to a g e r i a t r i c
population. Time, effort, and funding has gone into the e d u c atio n 
of the s taff in the specialized field of g e r i a t r i c  long-term care. 
The Central Office has a G e r i atric N u r s e  Consulta nt, and the Homes 
have at least seven certified g e r i a t r i c  nurses a n d  one c e r t ified 
geriat ric nurse practitioner.

The a v erage age of residents is about 82 and t h e  average age of 
applican ts has risen d r a matic ally to above 85, and almost 90 in 
Ketchikan. It is not feasible to c h ang e care systems to include 
the needs of an occasional m u c h  y o unger resident. The Division 
therefore, supports limiting admission to only a p p l i c a n t s  at least 
65 years of age.

Comments o n .P i o n e e c s /  Hornes Adm is s i o n s
SB 248 , SB 389



Comments on P i o n e e r s '  Homes A d m iss io n s  ( c o n t in u e d )
SB 248 , SB 389

Concern #2 ( D e s t i t u t e ): A t  the present  t i m e  d e s t i t u t e  and in need
applic ants (15 years and older) have p r i o r i t y  for a d m i ssion over 
others. Destitute a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  are n o t  in m e d i c a l  or social 
need, and applicants w h o  are n o t  d e s t i t u t e  but are in d e s p e r a t e  
need of services, have no c hanc e to ent er the Home because of the 
le ngthy w a i t i n g  lists.

A destitu te applicant has o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  as M e d i c a i d  
a v a i l a b l e  to them, and m a y  live in a l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  facilit y and 
r e ceive care paid for p a r t i a l l y  b y  the state.

Presently, the Division has to a d m i t  a t e c h n i c a l l y  a p p l i c a n t  ahead 
of a p erson who does n o t  have enough m o n e y t o  p a y  for neces s a r y  
care. A  person who c a n n o t  g u a l i f y  for Medicaid, and therefor, is 
in d e s p erate need  of car e and be nefits of the Home. The Division 
would like to be able to admit all a p p l i c a n t s  m e e t i n g  the age, 
residency, and need r e q u i r e m e n t s  on the s a m e  basis, g iving those 
applic a n t s  w h o  are u n a b l e  to s ecure care, a chance to receive the 
b e n e f i t s  of the Home.

The d i v i s i o n  would still admit d e s t i t u t e  applicants, but not on a 
p r i o r i t y  basis. This c hange w o u l d  s l i g h t l y  increa se the p r o g r a m  
r e c eipts by t he c o l l e c t i o n  of i n c r e a s e d  rents payable by n o n­
dest i t u t e  applicants.

Concern #3 (Need for S e r v i c e ) : D e s t i t u t e  applic a n t s  of any age
must be, "in need of the aid or b e nefit of the Home because of 
physi c a l  d isability or other cause. . . , "  while non-d e s t i t u t e  
applic a n t s  ove r 65 years of age m a y  be a d m i t t e d  w i t h  no disce r n i b l e  
need. W e  feel de stitute a p p l i c a n t s  s hould b e  able to enter the Home 
under the same guidelines  (excluding financial) as non-destitute. 
Both gr oups s hould s h o w  a need of the aid a n d  bene fit of the Home.

The division, through m a n y  c o n t a c t s  from t h e  community, has been 
e n c o u r a g e d  n o t  to admit appli c a n t s  if t h e y  are not in medical, 
physical, or social n e e d  of the aid or b e n e f i t  of the Home. 
A p p l i c a n t s  ex pect to come  into the Home r e c e i v i n g  assisted living 
i.e. w i t h  laundry services, m e d i c a t i o n  assistance, ass istance wi th 
activi t i e s  of daily living, etc.(s ee a t t a c h e d  g r a p h  of h o u s i n g  
study). In th e OAC H o u s i n g  S urvey  of Fall 1988 a question about 
the a s sumed care a v a i lable in the Pioneers' Home residential 
se ction indicates the general m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that the division 
has all these services a v a i lable in the r e s i d e n t i a l  sections of the 
H o m e s . T h i s  is not a v a i l a b l e  in the resi de n t i a l  section.

Seniors have m a n y  of thes e services a v a i l a b l e  in the com munity and 
do not want to come into residen tial care until they "have" to. 
Therefore, we have m a n y  empty rooms.
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Comments on P i o n e e r s '  Homes A d m iss io n s  ( c o n t in u e d )
SB 248, SB 389

Almost all ap plicants requ ire signif i c a n t  s e r v i c e s  found in a 
l o n g -term care facility and it is not e f f i c i e n t  for t h e  state to 
use v a l u a b l e  space in the Homes for p u r e l y  r e t i r e m e n t  housing.
The d i v ision suggests that the a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a  be changed  to 
include onl y those applicants w h o  are in "need of t h e  aid and 
benefit of the Pioneers' Homes b e c a u s e  of physical  d i s a b i l i t y  or 
other cause...," and are geriatric clients. One exception is 
requested: a spouse over 65 years of age m a y  e nter w i t h  a spouse
in need of care.

The e f f e c t  of this change would be an i n c r e a s e  in the curren t 60 
v a c a n t  residentia l beds until the D i v i s i o n  is able t o  c o nver t 
reside n t i a l  beds to assisted living beds. Waiting lists for 
assisted living beds are steadily growing. This p r o p o s e d  change 
to more a s s i sted living beds would m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  for Pioneers 
and Seniors who h a d  been w a i ting  for m a n y  years, and were not 
eligible for other care (either not e l i g i b l e  for M e d i c a i d  or n o t  
enough income to p a y  for private care), to e n t e r  the homes.

Concern #2 includes residents who come into the Pioneers' Home when 
not in need of any care and are not d e s t i t u t e  b e cause they are 
afraid t h e y  would never be able to enter the Home if t h e y  w a i t e d  
too long. Our suggested change w o u l d  a l l o w  o n l y  those applicant s 
to apply who are in need of the Homes. T h e r e f o r e  the Division would 
have m o r e  vacancies, freeing  rooms w h i c h  w o u l d  be otherwise 
occupie d by very i ndepe ndent persons not in nee d of any care. Of 
course all present residents need to be g r a n d f a t h e r e d  in, no one 
will be asked to move out if they are not in need of the care of 
the Homes.

Summary.
The Division suggests the change of the a d m i ssio n criteri a to 
include only those Alaskan seniors and p i o n e e r s  who are in need of 
the aid and b e n e f i t  of the Homes and are 65 years and over. No 
p r i ority for any admission except first come, first serve. 
A t t a c h e d  are several d iagrams s h o w i n g  the simplified  admission 
process on SB 248, SB 389, p r e s e n t  a d m i ssion p o l i c y  and the 
proposed Division suggestion. The D i v ision of Pioneers' Benefits 
believes that the future trend is for the Pioneers' Home is to fill 
the gap b e t w e e n  Home care and full scale s u b a c u t e / s k i l l e d  nursing
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comments on P i o n e e r s ' Homes A d m iss io n s  f c o n t i n u e d !
SB 248, SB 389

care. It is the p h i l o s o p h y  of the Pioneers' H o m e s  s y s t e m  <• *> foster 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  and to supp ort A l a s k a n s  to live in their  Hoi. ■-> as long 
as possible.

Divisio n of Pioneers' Benefits

B B / m e m / p o s i t i o n
A t t a c h m e n t s
cc: F r a n k  C. Baxter, C ommis s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  of Adm ini s t r a t i o n

James J. Fox, Deputy C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

Sioux Plummer, L e g i s l a t i v e  L i aison 
D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

Date
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A L A S K A  PIONEERS' H O M E S  

A D M I S S I O N  S T A N D A R D S

'U a s V.N

1 5 - Y e a r  R e s i d e n t

N o n - D e s t i t u t e Destitute

N o t  in 
N e e d

In
N e e d

Not in 
Need

In
Need

Under
65

HO
Adait

65+ Under 
65

65+

Adnit
(Spaca

HO
Adnit

Adnit 
(Space 
Available)

U n d e r
65

Ho
Adnit

65+ U n d e r  
65

65+

Ho?
Adalt

Adnit
(Priority)

Adnit
(Priority)

SB 248
NO
Adnit Adnit 

(Spaca 
Available >

Ho
Adait Adait (Space 

Avaliable)
1/0Adait

No?
Adait

No
Adait

Adait
(Priority)

SB 3H9
No
Adalt

Adnit 
(Space 
Available)

Adnit ** 
(Priority)

Adait
(Priority)

No
Adnit

NO?
Adait

Adait
(Priority)

Adait
(Priority)

No No No Adnit •? No No No Adnit *PROPOSED Adait Adnit Adait* (Space
Available

Admit Adait Adnit (Spaca
Available)

*Spouse s of e l i g i b l e  applic a n t s  a ge 65 and o v e r  m e e t i n g  all r e q u i r e m e n t s  b u t  
not in n e e d  of a i d  or b e n e f i t  of t h e  Homes m a y  also be admitted.

**The D i v i s i o n  of Pioneers' B e n e fits does n o t  b e l i e v e  this is the i n t e n t  of 
SB 389.
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F e b ru a ry  6, 1950

Ms. Susan Barnett, Aide 
Senator Pat Pourchot's Office 
P.O. Box V, MS 3100 
Juneau, Ak. 99811

Re: Admission criteria for Entry To Pioneer Horae 

Dear Susan:

Thank you for contacting me c o n c e r n i n g  the h e aring on Senator 
Kortula's and Senator Duncan's bills with regard to admissions to 
Alaska's Pioneer Home System. I have thought a great deal about 
this delicate issue. At one point I even d r a f t e d  a bill, a copy 
of which is enclosed.

As the committee addresses the matter, I would  offer the 
following input.

1) The group of persons who are m o s t  impacted by the 
present law and regulatio n are those w h o s e  income
is above the M e d ic aid Limits, b u t  who have exhausted 
their resources. The y both have the m e dical need 
and are economicall y unable to obtain long term care.
They have usually exhausted t h e i r  resources in providing 
for their care. It is that g r o u p  w h o  would be served 
by a change in the use of the term "destitute." M y  ^
language would say "needy" as defined in AS 47.25,300.
X would still retain the use of a resource limit as 
defined in AS 47.25.430.

2) The legislation as I understan d it to be pr oposed would 
completely eliminate the criteria  of economic, need and 
rely solely on medical need, I, for one, do not see how 
the two can be detached from each other. However, it 
that is the decision, I would enco urage the establishment 
of some hierarchy for d e c i sions  about level of medical 
need. Broadly interpreted, the proposed language would 
seem to leave the d is cretion to w h a t e v e r  the home thought 
was appropriate. T he re are several assess m e n t  tools 
which attempt to qualify and quantify the level of

medical and physical need. I think it important to try _ 
and define that in statute u n less  the legisl a t u r e  wishes 
it to be an open-ended statement.

3) If you establish "need" on a medical basis will that be 
applied to admissions both to residential care and the



nursing care p ortions of the f a c ilities? I know that 
a couple o'! the facilities c u r r e n t l y  have implemented 
a s s isted living sections. However, it is also my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that m o s t  homes h a v e  space available 
p o l i c i e s  for the residential p o r t i o n  of the facility. 
T h o s e  po licies may be in c o n f l i c t  with the goal of the 
l egislation  which  is to p r i o r i t i z e  based on medical need.

4) Currently, persons in r e sident ial care have priority 
over individuals in the c o m m u n i t y  for openings in the 
n u rsing portion of the facilities. Would this practice 
continue? The p r a ct ice does s e e m  to inadver tently en- 
some individuals to i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e  themselves into 
the residential portion of fa cilities to protect t h e m­
selves from the p o s s ible e v e n t u a l i t y  of needing nursing 
care services. That also leaves the p erson who has 
c h o s e n  to remain in their own h o m e  as long as p ossible 
w i t h o u t  the o p p o r t u n i t y  for p l a c e m e n t  even though the 
s o cie ty and the State has c o n t i n u o u s l y  argued that 
p u bli c p olicies should encour age se lf-reliance  and 
indepen dence with d i g n i t y  among our elderly and h a n d i­
capped .

‘1’hcrc remain very serious public p o l i c y  questions, but 1, 
although foolish, am not oblivious of the realities in Alaska. I 
only hope that the comm i t t e e  fully e x amin e the dimensions  of this 
issue before vo ting for changes.

Again, t h anks for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to p a r t i c i p a t e  Susan.
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I
5 47.25.280 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  $ 47.26,310

Sec. 47.25.280. Obtaining assistance by fraud. IRepealed, § 42 ch 
143 SLA 1982.)

Sec. 47,25.290. Pena lty  fo r  v io lation . A person who violates a 
provision o f AS 47.25.120 — 47.25.300 is guilty o f a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction is punishable by a fine o f not more than $1,000 or by 
imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both. (§ 19 ch 110 SLA 
1953; am § 2 ch 116 SLA 1975)

Sec. 47.25.300. Definitions. In AS 47.25.120 — 47.25.300
(1) "assistance" means financial assistance to or on behalf of a needy 

person, including subsistence (food, shelter,, fiiel, clothing, and 
utilities) and transportation, medical needs (including, but not limited 
to, hospitalization, nursing, and convalescent care), burial, and other 
determined needs:

(2) "department'’ means the Department o f Health and Social Ser­
vices;

(3) "needy person” means a needy resident of the state who is not 
eligible for aid from another public agency or department providing 
similar services in the state;

(4) "public medical institution” means a public hospital or medical 
institution, except an institution for the treatment o f tuberculosis or 
mental disease. ($ 1 ch 110 SLA 1953; am § 2 ch 32 SLA 1971; am § 6 
ch 104 SLA 1971)

N O T E S  T O  DECISIONS

A  s t a t u t o r y  p r o h ib i t io n  o f  w e l f a r e  
b e n e f it s  to  r e s id e n t s  o f  le s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  
c re a te s  a  c la s s if ic a t io n  w h ic h  c o n s t itu te s  
a n  in v id io u s  d is c r im in a t io n  d e n y in g  su c h

re a id e n ts  e q u a l p ro te c tio n  o f  th e  lo w e , 
S h a p iro  v .  T h o m p so n , 3 9 4  U .S .  6 1 8 ,8 9  S .  
C t .  1 3 2 2 , 2 2  L .  E d .  2 d  6 0 0  (1 9 6 9 ',

A rtic le  3. A id to F am ilie s  w ith  D ep e n d e n t C h ild re n  Act.
Section
3 1 0 . E l ig ib i l i t y  fo r a s s is ta n c e  
3 2 0 . A m o u n t o f  a s s is ta n c e  
3 3 0 . D u t ie s  o f  d e p a rtm e n t 
340 . A p p lic a t io n  fo r a s s is ta n c e  
3 5 0 . In v e s t ig a t io n  o f  a p p lic a t io n  
3 6 0 . G ra n t in g  o f a s s is ta n c e  
3 6 5 . R e t ra in in g  o f p a re n t  o r f a m ily  m em * 

ber

Section  
370. Appeal
38 0 , R e c o n s id e ra t io n  and  a lte ra t io n  c ?

a s s is ta n c e  
3 9 5 . A l ie n a t io n  a n d  a t ta c h m e n t  
4 0 0 . P u rp o se  
4 1 0 . D e f in it io n s  
4 2 0 . S h o r t  t i t le

Sec. 47.25.310. E lig ib ility fo r  assistance. The department shall 
grant assistance to the family of each dependent child and each preg­
nant woman it determines is eligible for assistance under AS 47.25.310 
— 47.25.420, or to employers under a work incentive program estab­
lished by AS 23.15.650, and by 42 U.S.C. 633(e)(1) (Social Security Act, 
Win Program), as amended. (§ 51*2-32 ACLA 1949; am § 2 ch 57 SLA
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A D r i l  OS, 1939

P.C. B o x  870173

Was ilia, Alas k a  9?-'3?

A L A S K A  2 ? A T T  LECI3L/.TUR3 

S e n a t o r  Jin D u n c a n

P.C*. Box V  Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 3 1 1 - 3 1 0 0

He: 3 3  243

In r e s p o n s e  y o u r  iett<:r to ne, April 5» 1 9 3 9

E i n i m u m  Age 65, A d m i s s i o n  P i o n e e r  Hone.

Y c u r  3 3  243 is the h o s t  n e w s  t h a t  we o f  the P i o n e e r  Hones 

A d v i s o r y  Board h a v e  received, o v e r  these p a s t  n a n y  years.

Fbr n a n y  y e a r s , a n d  in the c o u r s e  o f  the p~ s t  two o r  more 

Dept, o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  we o f  the B o a r d  have 

tried, pleaded, and u r g e d  the m i n i m u m •age 65 requir e m e n t .
I h e i r  r e l u c t a n c e  to r e s p o n d  to o u r  r e q u e s t s  was f o r  'reasons 

o f  "disrupting", exposing, a n d  b r i n g i n g  to issue, the r e s i d­

enc y  r e q u i r e m e n t  c f  15  years. We o f  the Board, however, fe l t  

strongly, and as p r o v e n  b y  o u r  P i o n e e r  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  in 

Sitka, 19-33, o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a d o p­

tio n  w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  agreed.

We o f  the Board c a n n o t  t h a n k  y o u  e n o u g h  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  this Bill.

It m a y  r a i s e  the h a s s l e s  o f  t h o s e  who w i s h  to c o n t i n u e  o u r  p l i g h t  

into oblivion, b u t  a s  we o f  t h e  Board feel, —  let us  face tho i s s­

ues a n d  cone to r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  we mu s t  p r e s e r v e  o u r  7 5  y e a r  h i s t o r y  

o f  p r o v i d i n g  the N a t i o n s  b e s t  E l d e r l y  Care, seco n d  to none.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  a n d  Sincerely,

CC H o h s r t  Core
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^ ^ * E C E I V B a  I 5

L E G IS L A T IV E  P U O M I E S
07

1. During this session of the Legislature the Pioneers are most interested in 
protecting the Senior programs presently in place. We prefer the $250.00 
monthly bonus program remain as it is , however, rather than see it suffer 
major setbacks, the Grand Igloo supports an annuity program as introduced 
by Senator Kerttula.
2. The Pioneers support a requirement of 65 years of age as a minimum for 
admission to the Pioneer Home system, and removal of the word 'destitute'
as is presently used in giving priority wr admission.

•
3. The Pioneers support full state funding to cover property tax exemptions 
for Seniors.
4. The Pioneers support in-Home Support Care and Senior Housing. Re: HB 
218; SB 150.
5. The Pioneers support Health Care legislation. Re: HB 47.
6. Also, it has been noted, from a recent news article that Sen Uehling has 
prefiled legislation that would give Medicare eligible Senior an option to 
c h o o se  to receive health care under Medicaid at home rather than in a Long 
Term Care facility. The Pioneers certainly support this concept.
The Pioneers have taken no position regarding a State Income Tax or the 
Governor's proposal on an Education Endowment.
The Pioneer's registered lobbyist is Bill Ray, 165 Behrends Ave, Juneau, AK, 
99801, Tel: (907) 586-1225 

'■*. •

Bob Hufman, Chm.
Legislative Committee 
Pioneers of Alaska



M i n u t e s — P i o neers Home A d v i s o r y  Board M e e t i n g s S e o t e m b e r  1988

RESOLUTION 09-23-88-2

WHEREAS integrity of the Pioneers' Home System must be preserved; and

WHEREAS the average age of applicants for residency in the system is

increasing over the years and current residents now average in excess of 

80 years; now

THEREFORE be it resolved the minimum age for residency in Pioneers' Homes be 

established at 65 years and be it further resolved and requested the 

Governor, Commissioner of Administration, and Director of the Division of 

Pioneers' Benefits act to implement the minimum age limit of 65 years.

15/702/011805-9/^9 -49-



u i a u fju i v is o r  w a s  r e t a l i a t o r y  i f^  
w a s  t a k e n  w i t h in  9 0  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  r e p o r t  w a s  m ad e . (§  3  ch  4 2  S lA  
1 9 8 8 )

Chapter 25. Destitute a n d  N e e d y  Persons.

Article -p
1 . P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  (§ 4 7 . 2 5 .0 3 0 )
2 . G e n e r a l R e l i e f  A s s is ta n c e  (§§  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 3 0 , 4 7 . 2 5 . 1 9 5 , 4 7 . 2 5 . 2 0 5 , 4 7 . 2 5 . 2 3 0 , 4 7 .2 5 i5 f l (
3 . A id  to  F a m i l i e s  w i th  D e p e n d e n t  C h i ld r e n  A c t  i$  4 7 .2 5 .3 4 5 )
4 .  A d u lt  P u b l i c  A s s is ta n c e  (§ 4 7 .2 5 .4 3 0 )

Article 1. Pioneers’ Home.
Section . *
3 0 .  A d m is s io n  o n  p a y m e n t

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0 .  A d m i s s i o n  o n  p a y m e n t ,  ( a )  A  c it iz e n  o f  the 
U n i t e d  S t a te s  o v e r  6 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w h o  is  a  r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  s ta te  and-' 
h a s  b een  a  r e s id e n t  f o r  n o t  le s s  t h a n  1 5  y e a r s  c o n t in u o u s ly  im m ed i-' 
a t e ly  p re c e d in g  a p p lic a t io n , b u t  w h o  is  n o t  d e s t i tu te , may o n  app lica -I 
t io n  be  a d m it t e d  to  th e  h o m e  u p o n  a g re e m e n t  to  p a y  to  t h e  s ta te  a  sum - 
f o r  e a c h  d a y  a s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  c o n s id e rs  s u f f ic ie n t !  
to  c om p e n s a te  t h e  s ta te  f o r  t h e  c o s t o f  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  p e rson s  
a t  th e  h om e . W h e n  th is  a g r e e m e n t  is  e n te re d  in t o  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o fc  
A d m in i s t r a t io n  m a y  re c e iv e  th e  s e c u r i ty  f o r  th e  p a y m e n ts , w h ich  it |  
c o n s id e rs  e x p e d ie n t . ' *

(b ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u la t io n s  es->. 
t a b l i s h in g  a  d a i ly  o r  m o n t h ly  r a t e  f o r  th e  c o m p e n s a t io n  a  r e s id e n t  is£  
to  be  c h a rg e d  u n d e r  (a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n . T h e  r a t e  c h a rg e d  n e e d  n o t  fu l ly  i  
c om p e n s a te  th e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t . T h e  com m is- |  
s io n e r  o f  a d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  r e v ie w  th e  r a t e  e a c h  y e a r .  2 ;

(c ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  p ro v id e  to  a l l  r e s id e n t s * 
o f  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  w r i t t e n  n o t ic e  o f  a n y  p ro p o s e d  c h a n g e  in  the 
r a t e  c h a rg e d  f o r  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  p e rs o n s  a t  th e  h om e . N o t ic e  u n d e r f  
t h is  s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  g iv e n  n o t  le s s  t h a n  6 0  d a y s  b e fo re  a  c h a n g e  is 
a d o p te d . T h e  n o t ic e  s h a l l  in c lu d e  th e  t im e , d a te , a n d  p la c e  o f  a  h e a r in g  £  
to  b e  h e ld  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  u n d e r  (d )  o f  th is  $  
s e c t io n . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  n o t  c h a n g e  th e  r a t e  c h a rg e d  m o re  th a n  |  
o n ce  in  a  f i s c a l y e a r .  • ^

(d )  N o t  le s s  t h a n  3 0  d a y s  b e fo re  a  p ro p o se d  r a t e  c h a n g e  is  a d op te d , £ 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  c o n d u c t a  h e a r in g  a t  w h ich  *  
in te re s te d  p e rs o n s  s h a l l  be  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r tu n it y  to  s u b m it  w r i t t e n  o r  J  
o r a l  t e s t im o n y , s t a t e m e n t s , a rg u m e n t s  o r  c o n te n t io n s  r e la t i n g  to  the 
p ro p o s e d  r a t e  c h a n g e . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  c o n s id e r  a l l  r e l e v a n t  m a t- ^  
t e r  p re s e n te d  to  i t  b e fo re  a d o p t in g  a  r a t e  c h a n g e .

%



„  --------------  . V C . U A K K ,  O O C IA L  S E R V I C E S  A N D  I N S T I T U T IO N S  § 4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0
"  ' ' :

Chapter 25. Destitute and N e e d y  Persons.

Article
1. Pioneers’Home (§§ 47.25.010 — 47.25.1U0)
2. General Relief Assistance (§§ 47.25.120 — 47.25.300)
3. Aid to Families with Dc-pcndent Children Act (§§ 47.25.310 •
4. Adult Public Assistance (§§ 47.25.430 — 47.25.615)
5. Food Stamp Program (§§ 47.25.975 — 47.25.990)

47.25.420)

Section
Article 1. Pioneers’ Home.

Section
10. Maintenance of Alaska Pioneers' 60. Trust fund

Home 70.
20. Admission to home
30. Admission on payment 60.
35. Exception to admission criteria 90.
40. Transfer of insane inmates to asylum

or sanitarium 100.
50. Maintenance funds

Indebtedness of Pioneer's Home resi­
dent to state 

Enforcement against estate 
Enforcement against property 
outside state 

Certificate as evidence

Cross references. — For the exclusion purposes o: comprehensive health
of the Alaska Pioneers’ Home from the planning, see AS 18.07.111(7).
definition of health care facility for

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0 .  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  A la s k a  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e ,  ( a )  T h e  
s t a t e  s h a l l  m a in t a in  a n  in s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  c a re  o f  n e e d y  p e r s o n s , k n o w n  
a s  th e  A la s k a  P io n e e r s ’ H om e . T h e  p r in c ip a l h o m e  s h a l l  b e  m a in t a in e d  
a t  S i t k a ,  a n d  a  b r a n c h  m a y  b e  m a in t a in e d  a t  a  s it e  o r  s i te s  d e s ig n a te d  
b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  a d m in i s t r a t io n .

(b )  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  f o rm u la t e  g e n e ra l 
p o lic ie s , b u t  h a s  n o  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  o r  e x e c u t iv e  fu n c t io n s  o t h e r  t h a n  
th o s e  s e t  o u t  in  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 .  I t  m a y  h o ld  h e a r in g s  a n d  
s u b p o e n a  w itn e s s e s  a n d  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  m a y  a d m in i s t e r  o a th s  in  c o n ­
n e c t io n  w ith  th e m .

(c ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l
( 1 )  c o o p e ra te  w i th  th e  fe d e r a l g o v . " a m e n t  in  m a t t e r s  p e r t a in in g  to  

th e  w e lfa r e  o f  A la s k a n  p io n e e rs , m a n e  th e  r e p o r t s  in  th e  fo rm  a n d  
c o n ta in in g  th e  in fo rm a t io n  th e  fe d e r a l g o v e rn m e n t  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e  
d e s ire s , a n d  a c c ep ts  fu n d s  a l lo t t e d  b y  th e  fe d e r a l g o v e rn m e n t , i t s  
a g e n c ie s  o r  in s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  in  e s t a b li s h in g , e x t e n d in g  a n d  
s t r e n g th e n in g  s e rv ic e s  f o r  p io n e e rs  o f  A la s k a ;

„ ( 2 )  a d o p t  r e g u la t i o n s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  c o n d u c t o f  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  
P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  a n d  f o r  c a r r y in g  o u t  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  
4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 ,  r e q u i r e  b o n d s  a n d  u n d e r t a k in g s  f r o m  p e rs o n s  e m p lo y e d  b y  
i t  a s  in  i t s  ju d g m e n t  a r e  n e c e s s a ry , a n d  p a y  th e  p r e m iu m s  o n  th e m , a n d  
e s t a b li s h  r e g io n a l a n d  lo c a l o f f ic e s  a n d  th e  a d v i s o r y  g ro u p s  w h ic h  a r e  
n e c e s s a ry  o r  c o n s id e re d  e x p e d ie n t  to  c a r r y  o u t  o r  a s s is t  in  c a r r y in g  o u t  
a  d u ty  o r  a u t h o r i t y  a s s ig n e d  to  i t ;

1 0 5



#

#

§ 4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0 A laska Statutes § 4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0

( 3 )  p e r fo rm  a l l  e x e c u t iv e  o r  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  d u t ie s  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  
a d v is a b le  t o  c a r r y  o u t  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 ,  in c lu d ­
in g  th e  p o w e r t o  m a k e  c o n t ra c t s  a n d  to  m a k e  d is b u rs e m e n ts  on  
v o u c h e r s  a g a in s t  fu m  s f o r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 ,  
w i t h in  th e  l im i t  o f  fu n d s  a v a i la b le ;

( 4 )  s t u d y  th e  n e e d s  o f  A la s k a ’s  p io n e e rs  a n d  s u b m it  re c o m m e n d a ­
t io n s  f o r  n e w  r e g u la t i o n s  a n d  p ro p o s e d  le g is la t io n ;

( 5 )  p r e p a r e  a n  a n n u a l r e p o r t  t o  th e  le g is la t u r e .
(d ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  m a y  e m p lo y  th e  *necessa ry  

s u b o rd in a t e  o f f ic e r s  a n d  e m p lo y e e s , a n d  s h a l l  p re s c r ib e  m e th o d s  fo r  
o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e , s t a n d a rd s  o f  c a r e  a n d  s e rv ic e  to  r e s i ­
d e n ts , a n d  r u le s  g o v e rn in g  p e r s o n n e l a n d  r e w a rd in g  e m p lo y e e s  o n  a  
m e r i t  b a s is . (§ 5 1 - 2 - l l ( a ) ( c )  A C L A 1 9 4 9 ;  § 5 1 - 2 - 1 2  A C L A 1 9 4 9 ;  a m  § 1 
ch 7 1  S L A  1 9 6 3 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  am  §§ 1 , 2  ch  11  S L A  1 9 7 9 )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0 .  A d m i s s i o n  t o  h o m e ,  ( a )  E v e r y  w o r th y  p e rs o n  
r e s id in g  in  th e  s t a t e  w h o  h a s  b e en  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  c o n t in u o u s ly  
f o r  m o re  t h a n  1 5  y e a r s  im m e d ia t e ly  p re c e d in g  a p p lic a t io n  f o r  
a d m is s io n , a n d  w h o  is  d e s t i tu te  a n d  in  n e e d  o f  t h e  a id  o r  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  
h om e  b e c a u s e  o f  p h y s ic a l d i s a b i l i t y  o r  o th e r  c a u se , is  e n t i t le d  to  
a d m is s io n  t o  th e  h o m e  u n d e r  th e  c o n d it io n s , l im i t a t i o n s  a n d  p e n a lt ie s  
p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  r e g u la t i o n s  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n . A  
p e rs o n  m a y  n o t  b e  a d m i t t e d  a s  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A la s k a  P io n e e r s ’ H om e  
u n d e r  t h e  p r o v is io n s  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  i f  th e  s u p p o r t  a n d  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  p e r s o n  is  im p o s e d  b y  la w  u p o n  a  r e la t iv e  o r  m e m b e r  
o f  th e  f a m i ly  o f  th e  p e rs o n .

(b ) E v e r y  p e rs o n  a d m it t e d  to  t h e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e , e x c ep t a  p e rs o n  
a d m it t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0 ,  w h o  re c e iv e s  in c o m e  f r o m  a n y  s o u rc e  in  
e xcess  o f  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n th  m a y  b e  r e q u ir e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
A d m in i s t r a t io n  to  p a y  th e  e xcess  to  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  
im m e d ia t e ly  u p o n  re c e ip t  o f  th e  m o n e y  in  p a y m e n t , o r  p a r t  p a y m e n t , 
o f  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  p e r s o n ’s m a in te n a n c e .

(c ) A t  t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  m o n th  th e  p a y m e n ts  m a d e  u n d e r  (b ) o f  t h is  
s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  r e v e n u e  to g e th e r  
w i th  th e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  p e rs o n s  m a k in g  th e m  a n d  th e  a m o u n t  p a id  b y  
e ach . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  m a y  p a y  to  a  r e s id e n t  w i th o u t  
fu n d s  th e  s u m  o f  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n th .

(d ) T h e  m o n e y  re c e iv e d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  re v e n u e  s h a ll , be  
d e p o s ite d  in  th e  g e n e ra l fu n d . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 3  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; am  § 1 ch  1 5 8  
S L A  1 9 5 5 ;  a m  § 1 c h  1 1 8  S L A  1 9 5 7 ;  a m  § 1 ch 8 9  S L A  1 9 6 1 ; a m  § 1 
ch  6 3  S L A  1 9 6 5 ;  a m  E .O .  N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  a m  §§ 1 , 2  ch  7 S L A  1 9 7 1 ;  am  
§ 3  ch  1 1  S L A  1 9 7 9 ; a m  §§ 1 , 2  ch  1 5 5  S L A  1 9 8 4 )

(

E f f e c t  o f  n m e n d m c n t s .  —  T h e  1 9 8 4  
a m e n d m e n t  s u b s t i t u te d  " S 1 0 0  p e r "  f o r  
" 5 3 5  a "  a n d  " t h e  p e r s o n ’s ”  f o r  " h is ”  in  s u b ­
s e c t io n  (b )  a n d  " t o  a  r e s id e n t  w i th o u t  fu n d s

th e  s u m  o f  S 1 0 0  p e r  m o n th ”  f o r  " t h e  s u m  o f  
$ 3 5  a  m o n th  to  a  r e s id e n t  w i th o u t  fu n d s ”  
i n  s u b s e c t io n  (c ) .
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S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0 .  A d m i s s i o n  o n  p a y m e n t ,  ( a )  A  c it iz e n  o f  th e  
U n i t e d  S t a te s  o v e r  6 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w ho  is  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  a n d  
h a s  b e e n  a  r e s id e n t  f o r  n o t  le s s  t h a n  1 5  y e a r s  c o n t in u o u s ly  im m e d i­
a t e ly  p re c e d in g  a p p lic a t io n , b u t  w h o  is  n o t  d e s t i tu te , m a y  o n  a p p lic a ­
t io n  b e  a d m it te d  to  t h e  h o m e  u p o n  a g re e m e n t  t o  p a y  to  th e  s t a t e  a  s u m  
fo r  e a c h  d a y  a s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  c o n s id e rs  s u f f i c ie n t  
to  c o m p e n s a te  th e  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  p e rs o n  
a t  th e  h om e . W h e n  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t  is  e n te re d  in t o  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
A d m in i s t r a t io n  m a y  re c e iv e  th e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n ts , w h ic h  i t  
c o n s id e rs  e x p e d ie n t .

(b ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u la t i o n s  
e s t a b li s h in g  a  d a i ly  o r  m o n t h ly  r a t e  f o r  th e  c o m p e n s a t io n  a  r e s id e n t  is  
t o  be c h a rg e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h is  s e c t io n . T h e  r a t e  c h a rg e d  n e e d  n o t  f u l ly  
c om p e n s a te  th e  s ta te  f o r  th e  c o s t o f  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t . T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  
o f  a d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  r e v ie w  th e  r a t e  e a c h  y e a r .

(c ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  p r o v id e  to  a l l  r e s id e n t s  
o f  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  w r i t t e n  n o t ic e  o f  a n y  p ro p o s e d  c h a n g e  in  t h e  r a t e  
c h a rg e d  fo r  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  p e r s o n s  a t  t h e  h o m e . N o t ic e  u n d e r  th is  
s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  g iv e n  n o t  le s s  t h a n  6 0  d a y s  b e fo re  a  c h a n g e  is  a d o p te d . 
T h f  . .o t ic e  s h a l l  in c lu d e  th e  t im e , d a t e ,  a n d  p la c e  o f  a  h e a r in g  to  b e  h e ld  
b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r  (d ) o f  th is  s e c t io n . T h e  
d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  n o t  c h a n g e  th e  r a t e  c h a rg e d  m o re  t h a n  on ce  in  a  f is c a l 
y e a r .

(d ) N o t  le s s  t h a n  3 0  d a y s  b e fo re  a  p ro p o s e d  r a t e  c h a n g e  is  a d o p te d , 
t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  c o n d u c t a  h e a r in g  a t  w h ic h  
in t e r e s t e d  p e rs o n s  s h a l l  b e  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u b m it  w r i t t e n  o r  
o r a l  t e s t im o n y , s t a t e m e n t s , a rg u m e n t s  o r  c o n te n t io n s  r e la t in g  to  th e  
p ro p o s e d  r a t e  c h a n g e . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  c o n s id e r  a l l  r e le v a n t  
m a t t e r  p re s e n te d  to  i t  b e fo r e  a d o p t in g  a  r a t e  c h a n g e . (§  5 1 - 2 - 1 4  A C L A  
1 9 4 9 ; a m  ? 2  ch  8 9  S L A  1 9 6 1 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  am  § 3  ch  1 5 5  
S L A  1 9 8 4 )

Effect of amendments. — The 1984 
amendment added subsections (b)-(d).

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 5 .  E x c e p t i o n  t o  a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a .  A n  a p p lic a n t  f o r  
a d m is s io n  to  th e  h o m e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e  f o r  3 0  y e a r s  
a n d  is  o th e rw is e  q u a l i f i e d  fo r  a d m is s io n  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0  o r  
4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0  m a y  n o t  be  d i s q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a d m is s io n  b e c a u se  o f  'ab sence  
fr o m  th e  s ta te  i f  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  a d m in i s t r a t io n  d e t e rm in e s  th e  
ab sen c e  w a s  r e a s o n a b le  a n d  a d m is s io n  is  c o n s is te n t  w i th  th e  in t e n t  o f  
th is  c h a p te r . (§ 2  c h  8 9  S L A  1 9 7 8 )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 4 0 .  T r a n s f e r  o f  i n s a n e  in m a t e s  t o  a s y lu m  o r  
s a n i t a r i u m .  A  p e rs o n  r e g u la r ly  a d m i t t e d  in to  th e  h o m e  w ho  is  fo u n d  
to  be in s a n e  m a y  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  a n  in s t i t u t io n  p ro v id e d  f o r  t h e  c a r e  
a n d  c u s to d y  o f  in s a n e  p e r s o n s  fo r  th e  s t a t e  in  th e  m a n n e r  p ro v id e d  b y

§ 47.25.030 Welfare, Social Services and Institutions § 47.25.040



§ 47.25.050 Alaska Statutes § 47.25.070

la w  fo r  th e  a d m is s io n  o f  o t h e r  p e rs o n s  to  th e  in s t i t u t io n .  (§  5 1 - 2 - 1 5  
A C L A  1 9 4 9 )  .

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 5 0 .  M a in t e n a n c e  f u n d s .  T h e  le g i s la t u r e  s h a l l  e a c h  
s e s s io n  a p p r o p r ia te  th e  n e c e s s a ry  fu n d s  fo r  th e  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  th e  
h o m e  to  b e  e x p e n d e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n ,  a n d  t h a t  
d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  re c e iv e  fu n d s , d o n a t io n s  a n d  b e q u e s ts  f r o m  p r iv a t e  
in d iv id u a ls ,  s o c ie t ie s  o r  o rg a n iz a t io n s , a n d  fu n d s  f r o m  th e  fe d e r a l g o v ­
e rn m e n t  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  h o m e . (§  5 1 - 2 - 1 6  
A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 6 0 .  T r u s t  f u n d .  U n le s s  o th e rw is e  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  
d o n o r , m o n e y  b e q u e a th e d  to  t h e  A la s k a  P io n e e rs ’ H o m e  c o n s t i tu te s  a  
s p e c ia l t r u s t  a n d  s h a l l  b e  d e p o s ite d  in  a  sp e c ia l fu n d  d e s ig n a te d  th e  
" A la s k a  P io n e e r s ’ H om e  T r u s t  F u n d . ’ ’ U n le s s  o th e rw is e  p ro v id e d  b y  
th e  d o n o r , in t e r e s t  f r o m  t h is  fu n d  is  u n d e r  th e  c o n t r o l a n d  a t  th e  
d is p o s a l o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n , a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  f r o m  i t  
is  l im i t e d  to  th e  b e n e f i t  a n d  c o m fo r t  o f  th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  th e  h om e . 
(§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 7  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 7 0 .  I n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e  r e s i d e n t  t o  
s t a t e ,  (a )  T h e  fo l lo w in g  e x p e n s e s  in c u r r e d  f.o r  a  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  r e s i ­
d e n t  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  a n d  r o t  r e c o v e r a b le  f r o m  a  c o l­
la t e r a l  s o u rc e  a r e  a  d e b t  o f  t h e  r e s id e n t  to  th e  s t a t e  a n d  m a y  b e  
re c o v e re d  d u r in g  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  r e s id e n t :

( 1 )  c o s ts  o f  s t a n d a rd  o r  n u r s in g  c a re  p ro v id e d  in  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H om e  
e a c h  m o n th  to  th e  r e s id e n t  n o t  e x c e e d in g  th e  r a t e  e s t a b li s h e d  b y  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0 ,  w i t h  c re d i t  g iv e n  
fo r  a n y  a m o u n ts  p a id  b y  o r  c o lle c te d  f r o m  th e  r e s id e n t ;

( 2 )  a l lo w a n c e s  p a id  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0 (c ) ;
( 3 )  c o s ts  o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t io n  a n d  m e d ic a l t r e a tm e n t  p r o v id e d  o u ts id e  

th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e ;
( 4 )  a r r e a r a g e s  in  fe e s  f o r  t e le v is i o n  a n d  te le p h o n e  s e rv ic e s  p ro v id e d  

in  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e ;
( 5 )  p r e s c r ip t io n  m ed ic in e ; a n d
(6 )  b u r i a l  a n d  r e la t e d  e x p e n s e s .
(b ) T h e  d e b t  is  a  f i r s t ,  p r i o r  a n d  p r e fe r r e d  c la im  a g a in s t  th e  e s ta te  

o f  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  re s id e n t  a f t e r  th e  . js id e n t ’s d e a th , a n d  a f t e r  a l l  
c la im s  fo r  fo o d , c lo th in g , fu e l ,  s h e l t e r ,  m e d ic a l a id , o r  b u r i a l  e x p e n s e s  
a r e  p a id . H e i r lo o m s  w i th o u t  r e g a r d  to  v a lu e  a re  e x e m p t  f r o m  a  c la im  
b y  th e  s t a t e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n . *

(c ) M o n e y  le f t  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  b y  a  
d e c e a se d  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  m a y  be u sed  fo r  th e  b u r i a l  a n d  
fu n e r a l  e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  r e s id e n t  a n d  fo r  th e  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  th e  b u r i a l  
p lo t  o f  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H om e .

(d ) T h e  c lo t h in g  a n d  o th e r  p e r s o n a l e ffe c ts  le f t  b y  a  d ecea sed  
P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  re s id e n t  m a y  be u s e d  fo r  th e  b e n e fi t  o f  o t h e r r e s id e n t s ,  
o r  m a y  be  g iv e n  to  r e la t iv e s  o r  to  p e rs o n s  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th e  re s id e n t ,
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o r  s o ld  a n d  th e  p ro c e e d s  a p p lie d  in  th e  m a n n e r  p ro v id e d  fo r  m o n e y  le f t  
b y  a  d e ce a se d  r e s id e n t .

(e )  I n  th is  s e c t io n , " h e i r lo o m ”  m e a n s  p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y  o f  
s e n t im e n t a l v a lu e  to  a  P io n e e r s ’ H om e  re s id e n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  in  th e  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  r e s id e n t ’s  f a m i ly  o r  w a s  a  g i f t  to  th e  r e s id e n t . 
(§  5 1 - 2 - 1 0 1  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ;  a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  a m  §§ 4 , 5  ch  11  S L A  
1 9 7 9 ;  a m  § 4  c h  1 5 5  S L A  1 9 8 4 )

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  1 9 8 4  
a m e n d m e n t  re w r o t e  t h is  s e c t io n .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S IO N S

C o n d u c t  o f  d e c e d e n t  e n t i t l i n g  c la im  
o f  s t a t e  t o  p r i o r i t y .  —  W h e r e ' 1 ) th e  d e c e ­
d e n t  s w e a r s  i n i t i a l l y  a n d  a n n u a l ly  
t h e r e a f t e r  t h a t  s h e  o w n s  n o  p r o p e r t y ,  
a l t h o u g h  d u r in g  a l l  t h a t  t im e  s h e  h a s  
a p p r o x im a t e ly  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  in  c a s h ; a n d  ( 2 )  th e

t r a n s f e r  t h e r e o f  is  w i th o u t  c o n s id e ra t io n , 
th e  c la im  o f  th e  s t a t e  is  e n t i t le d  to  p r i o r i t y  
in  c o n fo rm i ty  w i th  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th is  
se c t io n . I n  r e  J a c k s o n 's  E s t a t e ,  1 5  A la s k a  
1 1 6 , 1 2 3  F . S u p p . 1 4 3  (D .  A la s k a  1 9 5 4 ) .

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 8 0 .  E n f o r c e m e n t  a g a i n s t  e s t a t e .  I f  a  b e n e f ic ia r y  
u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  d ie s  le a v in g  a n  e s ta te  in  th e  s t a t e , th e  
a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l o r  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  s h a l l  f i le  w i th  
th e  e x e c u to r  o r  a d m in i s t r a t o r ,  o r  w i th  th e  p ro b a te  c o u r t , t h e  c la im  o f  
th e  s ta te  a g a in s t  t h e  e s ta te , a n d  th e  a t t o rn e y  g e n e ra l s h a l l  t a k e  th e  
s te p s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  e n fo rc e  a n d  c o l le c t  th e  c la im . M o n e y  c o lle c te d  s h a l l  
b e  p a id  in t o  th e  t r e a s u r y  o f  th e  s ta te . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 2  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ;  a m  § 1 
ch  4 6  S L A  1 9 5 7 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  (1 9 6 8 ) )

N O T E S  T O  D E C IS IO N S

A p p l i e d  in  I n  re  J a c k s o n ’s  E s t a t e ,  1 5  
A la s k a  1 1 6 , 1 2 3  F . S u p p . 1 4 3  (D .  A la s k a  
1 9 5 4 ) .

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 9 0 .  E n f o r c e m e n t  a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y  o u t s i d e  s t a t e .  I f  
a  r e s id e n t  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  d ie s  le a v in g  p r o p e r t y  
o u t s id e  th e  s ta te , t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l on  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  
s h a l l  t a k e  th e  s te p s  w i th  re s p e c t  to  th e  p ro p e r t y  w h ic h  w i l l  p ro te c t  a n d  
s e c u re  th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  s t a t e  a s  a  c re d i t o r . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 3  A C L A  1 9 4 9 )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 .  C e r t i f i c a t e  a s  e v i d e n c e .  A  c e r t i f ic a t e  b y  th e  a t t o r ­
n e y  g e n e r a l to  th e  e f fe c t  t h a t  a  d e c e d e n t w as a  b e n e f ic ia r y  u n d e r  A S  
4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  a n d  t h a t  th e  s ta te  h a s  a  c la im  a g a in s t  th e  
d e c e d e n t ’s  e s ta te , is  p r im a  fa c ie  e v id e n c e  o f  th e se  fa c ts  in  a  p ro c e e d in g  
in  th e  c o u r t s  o f  th e  s t a t e . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 4  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; am  § 2  ch  4 6  S L A  
1 9 5 7 )
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★Spouses of e l i g i b l e  applicants a g e  65 and over m e e t i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n c y  
r e q u i r e m e n t  b u t  n o t  in need of a i d  or b e n e f i t  of t h e  Homes m a y  a l s o  be 
admitted.
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ATTN: Susan B a r n e t t  TELEPHONE: 465-4400
Senate  State Affairs C o m m i t t e e

J o - 6  ‘V'-'5—
FROM: Barbara Bathony, D i r e c t o r  J

D i v i s i o n  of Pioneers' Benefits

RE: S u g g e s t e d  Revisions to A S  47.25 - Pioneers' Homes

A t  y o u r  request, I have r e v i e w e d  AS 47.25 and suggested c h a n g e s  intended 
t o  improve the Pioneers' H o m e s  program.

T h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  have not b e e n  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  or the 
G o v e r n o r  a n d  are not to be c o n s t r u e d  as a r e q u e s t  f o r  legislativ e 
action. T h e  suggestions t r y  to a d d r e s s  vario us problems in the p r e s e n t  
a d m i s s i o n  process.

If y o u  h a v e  any questions or comments, please c o n t act me. 

B B / m e m / p o u r c h o t
cc: F r a n k  Baxter, Commi s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
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P R O P O S E D  A D M I S S I O N  S T A N D A R D S  
SB 389

S e n ator Ker ttula, Prime S p o n s o r
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* *The D i v i s i o n  of Pioneers' B e n e f i t s  d o e s  not b e l i e v e  this is the 
i n t e p t  of SB 389.



6-1874D

BY SEN. KERTTULA, Szymanski 

, , IN THE SENATE

2 SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO. 389

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

j SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5. A  BILL

3 Foi an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the Pioneers' Home."

7 '! BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 ;- * Section 1. AS 47.25.010(a) is amended to read:

9 li (a) The state shall maintain an institution [FOR THE CARE OF

•Oii NEEDY PERSONS,] known as the Alaska Pioneers' Home. The principal

home shall be maintained at Sitka, and a branch may be maintained at a 

12 site or sites designated by the commissioner of administration.

1 3,- * Sec. 2. AS 47.25.020 is amended to read:

1 4'! Sec. 47.25.020. ADMISSION TO HOME. (a) Every worthy person

is;' residing in the state who is 65 years of age or older, has been a

ie. resident of the state continuously for mor e than 15 years immediately
•»

17 preceding application for admission, and [WHO] is [DESTITUTE AND] in

1 8 need of the aid cr benefit of the home because of physical disability 

;?) or other cause, ia eligible for [ENTITLED TO] admission to the homo

20:■ under the conditions, limitations^ and penalties prescribed by the

21 regulations of the Department of Administration. The spouse of a

22 person who is eligible for admission under other provisions of this

2 3 , subsection is also eligible for admission to the home under the condi-

2J.i tions, limitations, and penalties prescribed by regulations of the

25' department if the spouse is 65 years of age or older and has been a

26 resident of the state continuously for more than 15 years immediately

77 preceding application for admission. In this subsection, "physical

23 disability or other cause" means inability to maintain a household

29 without regular assistance in shopping, housekeeping , meal preparn-

-1- SSSB 389



i tion, dressing, or personal hygiene because of physical or medical

impairment, infirmity, or disability [A PERSON MAY NOT BE ADMITTED AS

3 A  RESIDENT OF THE ALASKA PIONEERS' HOME UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF

j AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100 IF THE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE PERSON

5 IS IMPOSED 3Y L A W  UPON A  RELATIVE OR  MEMBER OF THE FAMILY OF THE

■5 PERSON] .

7 (b) Every person admitted to the Pioneers' Home [, EXCEPT A

3> PERSON ADMITTED UNDER AS 47.25.030,] who  receives income from any

9 source in excess of $100 per month ma y be required by the Department

10' of Administration to pay the excess to the Department of Administra-

n tion immediately upon receipt of the money in payment, or part pay-

12 ment, of the cost of the person's maintenance. However, the depart-

' 3  ment m a y  not require in any month the payment of an amount greater

14 than the monthly rate set under AS 47.25.030(b) except to satisfy an

15 indebtedness incurred under AS 47.25.070.

3 (c) At the end of each month the payments made under (b) of this

17 section shall be transmitted to the commissioner of revenue [TOGETHER

13 WITH THE NAMES IF THE PERSONS MAKING THEM AND THE AMOUNT PAID BY

' 3  EACH]. The Department of Administration may pay to a resident without

-0 funds the sum of $100 per month.

:i (d) The m oney received by the commissioner of revenue under this

22 section shall be deposited in the general fund. The commissioner of

3 3 administration shall separately account for money deposited under this

24 section. The annual estimated balance in the account may be used by

2 5 the legislature to make appropriations to the Department of Adminis-

: a tration to carry out the purposes of AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100.

2 7  * Sec. 3. AS 47.25.030(a) is amended to read:

2 3  (a) A person eligible for admission under AS 47.25.020 [CITIZEN

.-3 OF THE UNITED STATES OVER 65 YEARS OF AGE WHO IS A RESIDENT OF THE

SSSB 389 -2-



; STATE A MD  HAS BEEN A  RESIDENT FOR NOT LESS THAN 15 YEARS CONTINUOUSLY

2 IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING APPLICATION, BUT WHO IS NOT DESTITUTE,] may on

3 i application be admitted to the home upon agreement to pay to the state

4.1 a sum for each month [DAY] as the Department of Administration consid-

5 ers sufficient to compensate the state for the cost of care and sup-

3 port of the person at the home. When this agreement is entered into

? the Department of Administration may receive [THE] security for the

s payments that [, WHICH] it considers expedient.

9 <| * Sec. 4. AS 47.25.030(b) is amended to read:

io> (b) The Department of Administration shall adopt regulations

m " establishing a [DAILY OR] monthly rate for the compensation a resident

'2 is to be charged under (a) of this section. The rate charged need not

13 , fully compensate the state for the cost of care and support. The

14 i commissioner of administration shall review the rate each year.

15 * Sec. 5. AS 47.25.035 is amended to read:

•5' Sec. 47.25.035. EXCEPTION TO AD MISSION CRITERIA. An applicant
m' i  for admission to the home who has been a resident of the state for 30

18M years and is otherwise qualified for admission under AS 47.25.020 [OR

10 47.25.030] may not be disqualified for admission because of absence

20; from the state if the commissioner of administration determines the

2i' absence was reasonable and admission is consistent with the intent of

22: AS 47.25.010 - 47.25.100 [THIS CHAPTER].

23'i * Sec. 6. AS 47.25.070(a)(3), 47.25.070(a)(6), 47.25.070(b), 47.25.-

24 070(c), 47.25.070(d), and 47.25.070(e) are repealed. .

25!;

25'!

27.

28

-3- SSSB 389



• ' • * t 'i'Mr ĵic. -•■■■• . , . j-~v - vr\3?ir«ir»• ;'•• • ' f ‘ ■ ' ■"
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
S e n .  J a n  F a i k s ,  V ic e  C h a i r m a n  
S e n .  A 1  A d a m s  
S e n .  T im  K e l l y  
S e n ,  R i c k  U e h l i n g S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

P.O. Box V
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 90811907-165-3712

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee Members

FROM: Senator Pat Pourchot

RE: Wednesday, February 7 Committee Hearing

DATE: February 6, 1990

TELECONFERENCE: Pioneers Homes: Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, Palmer
(Due to limited bridge capacity no other sites could join)

On Wednesday, February 7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Beltz Room the Senate State 
Affairs Committee will hear the following bills:

*SB 389. An Act relating to the Pioneers' Home, sponsored by Senator 
Kerttula.

*SB £48, An Act relating to requirements for admission to the Pioneers' 
Home, sponsored by Senator Duncan.

Several issues exist concerning admission criteria to the Pioneers' Homes:

1. There is currently no age requirement in law for admission to the 
Pioneers' Home if the applicant is "destitute". If a person is not 
destitute, they must be at least 65 years of age to qualify for admission.

2. Current statutes give admission priority to applicants who are 
technically destitute. Those who are not technically destitute and are 
ineligible for Medicaid, but whose income is too low to pay for nursing 
care, have to wait one to two years for admission.

Bill sponsors may be presenting the committee with sponsor substitutes 
in response to concerns outlined by the Division of Pioneers Benefits and 
the Department of Administration.

♦ I n d i c a t e s  first S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  h e a r i n g

I
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C H A P T E R  41
PIONEERS' HOMES

Section

10. S t a n d a r d s  for a d m i s s i o n
15. Rates and Fees
20. R e s i d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s
30. A s s e t s  and in come
40. Need
50. R e q u i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n
60. A d m i s s i o n  and appeal
70. C o n d i t i o n s  a n d  lim ita t i o n s
80. Q u a l i t y  and L e v e l  of car e
90. P r o p e r t y  of d e c e a s e d  resid e n t s
100. State claim  for care a n d  support

1



R e g i s t e r  112 J a n u a r y  1 , 1990

2 A A C  41.010. S T A N DARDS FOR ADMISSIO N. (a) An a p p l i c a n t  is 
e n t i t l e d  to a d m i s s i o n  to a pioneers' ho me on a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  
basis if the a p p l i c a n t

(1) is a r e s i d e n t  of the state  under 2 A A C  41.020;

(2) has b e e n  a res ident of the state c o n t i n u o u s l y  for 
the 15 years i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  application;

(3) is d e s t i t u t e  as p r o v i d e d  by 2 AAC 41.030; and

(4) is in need of the aid or b e n e f i t  of the home, as 
p r o v i d e d  in 2 AAC 41.040, because of p h y s i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y  or other 
c a u s e .

(b) An a p p l i c a n t  is eligi ble for a d m i ssion to a pioneers' 
home on a s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  basis, s u b j e c t  to (c) a n d  (d) of this 
section, if the a p p l i c a n t

(1) is a r e s i d e n t  of the state und er 2 A A C  41.020;

(2) is 65 years of age or older;

(3) has b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  o f  the state c o n t i n u o u s l y  for 
the 15 years i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  application; and

(4) a grees to p a y  to the state the m o n t h l y  rates and 
fees set by or u n d e r  2 A A C  41.015.

(c) A person q u a l i f i e d  under (a) of this section has 
p r i o r i t y  in a d m i s s i o n  o v e r  a p e r s o n  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  (b) of this 
section. However, a r e s i d e n t  a d m i t t e d  und er (b) of this section 
will n o t  be r e q u i r e d  to leave in o r d e r  to provide space to an 
a p p l i c a n t  eligible for a d m i s s i o n  u n d e r  (a) of this section.

(d) A d m i s s i o n  to and c o n t i n u e d  r e s i d e n c e  in a p i o n e e r ' s  home 
is c o n d i t i o n e d  on the availa b i l i t y  of funding, facilities, and 
staff, and the p e r s o n ' s  compliance w i t h  all a p p r o p r i a t e  
c o n d i t i o n s  and limi tations. (Eff. 3/31/85, Reg. 93; a m  1/1/90, 
Reg. 112)

Authority: A S  47.25.010
A S  47.25.020 
A S  47.25.030

2



R e g i s t e r  112 J a n u a r y  1 ,  1990

2 A A C  41.015. R A T E S  A N D  FEES. T o  compensate t h e  state for 
the c o s t  of care and support , a r e s i d e n t  o f  a p i o n e e r ' s  h o m e  is 
c h a r g e d  (1) $525 each m o n t h  for r e s i d e n t i a l  care, $ 6 3 0  each month 
for a s s i s t e d  living c a r e ,  or $800 each m o n t h  for n u r s i n g  care, 
and (2) fees for a n c i l l a r y  s u p p l i e s  and services as p r e s c r i b e d  by 
the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  (Eff. 1/1/90, Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 1 0
AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0  
AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 3 0

2 A A C  41.020. R E S I D E N C E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S ,  (a) To b e  a resident, 
a p e r s o n  m u s t  be p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  in the state.

(b) A b s ences f r o m  the state in a g i v e n  year do n o t  b r e a k  
c o n t i n u o u s  residence f o r  p u r p o s e s  of 2 A A C  4 1 . 0 1 0 ( a ) (2) and
( b ) (3) if the a p p l i c a n t  was p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  in t h e  s t a t e  for 
at lea st 185 days of t h e  year.

(c) Absen ces f r o m  the state t o t a l i n g  more than 180 days in a 
g iven y e a r  break c o n t i n u o u s  r e s i d e n c e  for purposes o f  2 A A C  
41.010(a) (2) and (b) (3). However, if an applicant m e e t s  the 
o t h e r  requirements o f  2 AAC 41.010, a b s e n c e s  totaling m o r e  than 
180 days in any of t h e  years p r e c e d i n g  application a r e  n o t  
g r ounds for d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  a d m i s s i o n  if the a b s e n c e s  were 
for any of the f o l l o w i n g  reasons:

(1) p u r s u i t  o f  a formal c o u r s e  of study u n d e r  the 
s u p e r v i s i o n  of an e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r y  or secondary s c h o o l ,  
college, university, v o c a t i o n a l  school, o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  school, 
or p e r f o r m a n c e  of an i n t e r n s h i p  or r e s i d e n c y  n e c e s s a r y  to 
e s t a b l i s h  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  specialty, if the person r e t u r n e d  to 
A l a s k a  w i t h i n  60 days af ter c o m p l e t i o n  of the course o f  study, 
i nternship, or residency;

(2) m e d ical t r e a t m e n t  u p o n  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of a 
l i c e n s e d  physician o r  p s y c h o l o g i s t  if

(A) t h e  a b s e n c e  d i d  n o t  include a p e r m a n e n t  change 
of residence; a n d

(B) t h e  p e r s o n  r e t u r n e d  to Alaska w i t h i n  60 days 
a fter c omple tion of the t r e a t m e n t  a n d  any r e c o m m e n d e d  
convalesc ence p e r i o d ;

3



R e g i s t e r  112 Ja n u a ry  1 ,  1990

(3) service in t h e  Un ited State s Army, Navy, A i r  Force, 
Marines, or Coast Guard, o r  the A l aska N a t i o n a l  Guard or N a v a l  
Militia, if the person

(A) enlisted or was d r a f t e d  while a r e s i d e n t  of 
Alaska; and

(B) r e t u r n e d  to A l a s k a  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  
d ischa r g e ,  retirement, or c o m p l e t i o n  of the out-of- 
state duty;

(4) employment b y  the State of A l a s k a  in a l o c a t i o n  
outside of the state if t h e  p ers on r e t u r n e d  to Alaska w i t h i n  60 
days a f t e r  termination o f  t h a t  employment;

(5) service in t h e  U.S. C o n g r e s s  as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  or
senator for the State o f  A l a s k a ,  or s e rv ice on the staff o f  such
a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  or s e n a t o r ,  if the p e r s o n  returned to A l a s k a  
w i t h i n  60 days after the s e r v i c e  ended;

(6) service as a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  appointee as a c a b i n e t
m e m b e r  o r  as an ambassador, or service on the staff of s u c h  an 
appointee, if the person r e t u r n e d  to A l a s k a  within 60 d a y s  a fter 
the service ended;

(7) con finement .in an o u t - o f - s t a t e  correc tional 
i n s t i t u t i o n  by order o f  a  court, if the p erson

(A) was a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  before the 
c o n f i n e m e n t  began; a n d

(B) r e t u r n e d  to A l a s k a  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  
r e l e a s e  from the i n sti tution;

(8) medical n e c e s s i t y  of a n o n r e s i d e n t  spouse, parent, 
dependent, or sibling r e q u i r e d  the a p p l i c a n t  to be o u t  o f  the 
state to provide care f o r  the parent, spouse, dependent, or 
sibling, if the a p p l i c a n t

(A) w a s  a  resident of A l a s k a  when the m e d i c a l  
n e c e s s i t y  arose; a n d

(E) re-, u r n e d  to A l a s k a  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  the 
m e d i c a l  necessity ended;

4



R e g i s t e r  112 J a n u a r y  1 , 1990

(9) family n e c e s s i t y  required the applicant, whose 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  with a n o t h e r  state resident was that of a parent, 
spouse, dependent, or sibling, to a c c o m p a n y  that i ndiv i d u a l  who 
was a b s e n t  for reasons a l l o w e d  by (1)— (8), and (10) o f  this 
subsection, if the a p p l i c a n t

(A) was a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  when the n e c e s s i t y  to
a c c o m p a n y  the a b s e n t  individual arose; and

(B) r e t u r n e d  to A l a s k a  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  the 
end of the family nece s s i t y ;

(10) a d m i s s i o n  to a licensed l o n g - t e r m  care f a c ility
outside A l a s k a  upon t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  a licensed p h y s i c i a n
issued no later than t h e  date of d e p a r t u r e  from Alaska, if the 
a p p l i c a n t

(A) c o n t i n u o u s l y  m a i n t a i n e d  residency in A l a s k a  
w h i l e  temporarily a b s e n t  f r o m  the state; and

(B) r e t u r n e d  to A l a s k a  w i t h i n  60 days a f t e r  
d i s c h a r g e  from a l i c e n s e d  l o n g - t e r m  care facility.

(d) A  p e r s o n  who h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of Alaska f o r  30 years 
may be a d m i t t e d  to a p i o n e e r s '  home even though he or she has not 
been a contin u o u s  r e s i d e n t  of Alaska, b u t  the person is not 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  qu alified for admission. He or she must  still meev. 
the 15-ye ar c o n t i n u o u s - r e s i d e n c e  requi rement. The 30 y e a r s  of 
resid e n c e  g i v e s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the a u t h o r i t y  
to t r e a t  e x t ended a b s e n c e s  for good r e a s o n s  as periods of 
r e s i d e n c e  for purposes o f  the 15-year requirement.
(Eff. 3/31/85, Reg. 93; am 1/1/90, Reg. 112)

Author ity: AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 1 0
AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0  
AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 3 0  
AS 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 3 5

2 A A C  41.030. A S S E T S  A N D  INCOME, (a) A  destitute p e r s o n  is 
one w h o  does not have i n  e x c e s s  of the a m o u n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Health a n d  Social Se rvices for e l igibility for 
adult p ubli c assistance u nder  7 AAC 40:

(1) monthly income;

(2) liquid a s s e t s  such as cash or negotiable 
instruments;

5



R e g i s t e r  ’ 12 J a n u a r y  1 ,  1990

(3) stocks, bonds, or s e c u r i t i e s  r e a d i l y  c o n v e r t i b l e  to
cash; or

(4) real or p e r sonal property. For p u r p o s e s  of this 
sub-section, the value of the home or real p r o p e r t y  of the 
a p p l i c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  is not c o n s i d e r e d  while the home or real 
p r o p e r t y  is u s e d  as the p r imary  r e s i d e n c e  of the a p p l i c a n t ' s  or 
resid e n t ' s  spouse or dependent.

(b) All a s sets o w n e d  by and income of a r e s i d e n t  of a 
pioneers' home m u s t  be applied to the m o n t h l y  r a t e s  and fees 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by or u n d e r  2 AAC 41.015, e x c e p t

(1) the a m o u n t  e x e m p t e d  from p a y m e n t  u n d e r  AS 
4 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0 (b);

(2) real or p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  b e i n g  u s e d  as the p r imary 
resid e n c e  of the reside n t ' s  spouse or dependent; and

(3) real or p e r s o n a l  property, not b e i n g  used as the 
p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n c e  of the r e s i d e n t ' s  s pouse or dependen t, w i t h  a 
va l u e  of not m o r e  than the a m o u n t  set by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Health 
and S oc ial S e r v i c e s  for e l i g i b i l i t y  for adult  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  
un d e r  7 AAC 40; and

(4) income, stock, and d i v i d e n d s  from stock r e c e i v e d  
u nder the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  Act, as amended, 43 
U.S.C. 1601-1629e.

(c) A  r e s i d e n t  of a pioneers' ho me w h o  does n o t  r e c e i v e  
income of at least $100 a m o n t h  will, if a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  are 
sufficient, be p a i d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  the 
a mount n e c e s s a r y  to b r i n g  the r e s i d e n t ' s  m o n t h l y  income up to 
$100. The r e s i d e n t  m a y  a ccum u l a t e  this m o n e y  in a savings or 
trust account, b u t  a c l a i m  for the r e s i d e n t ' s  care and support 
will, in the d i s c r e t i o n  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  be 
as s e r t e d  a g a i n s t  such an account, by the state, u p o n  the d e a t h  of 
the person.

(d) A  r e s i d e n t  of a pioneers' home who r e c e i v e s  m o r e  than 
$100 in income in any month, from any source shall pay to the 
state that p o r t i o n  of the excess, after p a y i n g  the r e s i d e n t ' s  
m e d i c a t i o n  expenses, r e q u i r e d  to pay the m o n t h l y  rates and fees 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by or u n d e r  2 A A C  41.015.

(e) A  r e s i d e n t  of a pioneers' home a d m i tted u n d e r  2 A A C  
41.010(a) who a c q uires  an asset or a s s e t s  with a n a t u r e  and value 
that would d i s q u a l i f y  the r e s i d e n t  u n d e r  that s u b s e c t i o n  will be 
a l low ed to c o n t i n u e  r e s i d e n c e  if the r e s i d e n t  q u a l i f i e s  u n d e r  2 
AAC 4 1 . 0 1 0 (b).
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(f) In d e t e r m i n i n g  the assets of an a p p l ic ant under this 
section, the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  will include the value 
of any asset or interest owned by the appli c a n t  w i t h i n  the 24 
months p r e c e d i n g  the date  of a p p l i c a t i o n  if the a p p l i c a n t  gave
away the asset or interest, or sold or assig n e d  the asset or
interest at less than fair m a r k e t  value, for the p u rpose of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  for admi ssion under 2 A A C  41.010(a).
Any such t r a n s a c t i o n  w i l l  be rebutt a b l y  p r e s u m e d  to have b e e n  for 
the p u r pose  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  for a d m i s s i o n  u n d e r  2 AAC 
41.010(a). This stan d a r d  will also  apply in d e t e r m i n i n g
e l i g i b i l i t y  for c o n t i n u e d  res idence u n d e r  2 AAC 41.010(a) of a
r e s ident wh o was a d m itte d under 2 AAC 41.010(b). (Eff. 3/31/85, 
Reg. 93; am 1/1/90 Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 47.25.010
AS 47.25.020 
AS 47.25.030 
AS 4 7.25.070

2 AAC 41.040. NEED. A  p erso n is in need of the aid or 
b e n e f i t  of a pioneers' heme b e c a u s e  of p hysical d i s a b i l i t y  or 
other cause, as r e q u i r e d  under 2 AAC 4 1 . 0 1 0 ( a ) (4), if the person 
is unable to m a i n t a i n  a h o u s e h o l d  w i t h o u t  r e g u l a r  a s s i s t a n c e  in 
shopping, house k e e p i n g ,  meal prepa ration, dressing, or p e r s o n a l  
hygiene. (Eff. 3/31/85, Reg. 93; am 1/1/90, Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 47. 25.010
AS 47.25.020 
A S  47.25.030

2 AAC 41.050. R E Q U I R E D  INFORMATION, (a) A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for 
admiss ion to a pioneers' home m u s t  include

(1) the n a m e s  and addresses of the a p p l i c a n t ' s  adult 
relati ves and of any guardian, c o n s e r v a t o r  or o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  
party;

(2) a d e s c r i p t i o n  of any p h y s x e a l  or m e d i c a l  
impairment, i n f i rmity or d i s a b i l i t y  of the applicant, and the 
name of the p hy sician, if any, who last treated the condition.

(b) An a p p l i c a n t  for a dmission u n d e r  2 AAC 41.010(a), and an 
appli c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  w h o  cann ot pay or cont inue to pay the full 
rates and fees e s t a b l i s h e d  by or under 2 AAC 41.015, shall also 
provide the f o l l o w i n g  information:
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(1) the d e s c r i p t i o n  and  l ocation of all real property 
owned by the a p p l i c a n t  or resident, w h e t h e r  inside or o u t s i d e  the 
state d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  24 months;

(2) the d e s c r i p t i o n  and location of any m a j o r  assets 
owned by the a p p l i c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  24 
months, such as a u t o mobiles, boats., airplanes, jewelry, cash, 
stocks, bonds, notes, livestock, and appliances;

(3) a l i s t i n g  of the a m o u n t  and source of any  income 
the a p p l i c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e s  o r  m i g h t  r e ce ive w h i l e  a 
resident, and copies of the a p p l i c a n t ' s  or r e s i d e n t ' s  federal 
income tax filings for the p r e c e d i n g  two years;

(4) the number, location, and contents of any savings 
or c h e c k i n g  ac cou n t s  or s a f e - d e p o s i t  box held in the a p p l i c a n t ' s  
or r e s i d e n t ' s  name d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  24 months, as well as the 
location of the a p p r o p r i a t e  p a s s b o o k  or key.

(c) The D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  or the home, will, in 
its discretion, r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  to an 
a p p l i c a n t ' s  or r e s i d e n t ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  Such r e q u e s t s  will, in 
the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  or h o m e ' s  d iscreti on, r e qu ire that the a p p l i c a n t  
or r e s i d e n t  give the d e p a r t m e n t  and its agents acce ss to v a r i o u s  
items, i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  a nd financial records.

(d) A n  a p p l i c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  shall i nform the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  or home of c h anges in i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  
this section.

(e) I n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by an a p p l i c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  is 
c o n s i d e r e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  u n l e s s  d i s c l o s u r e  is a l lo wed by law.
(Eff. 3/31/85, Reg. 93; am 1/1/90, Reg. 112)

Authorit y: AS 47.25.010
AS 47 .25.020 
AS 47.25.030

2 A A C  41.060. A D M I S S I O N ,  D I SCHARGE, A N D  APPEAL, (a) The 
ma n a g e r  o f  a pioneers' home shall a p p o i n t  a c o m m i t t e e  from the 
home staff and the c o m m u n i t y  in w h i c h  the home is located, to 
provide a d v i c e  on m a t t e r s  of a d m i s s i o n  and discharge.

(b) D e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  admission, c o n t i n u e d  residence, and 
d i s c h a r g e  shall be m a d e  by the home  m a n a g e r  with a dvice from the 
home's c o m m i t t e e  and i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  care team. A d e c i s i o n  
adverse to an a p p l i c a n t  or r e s i d e n t  may be a p p e a l e d  to the 
d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of pioneers' benefits, in the D e p a r t m e n t
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of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w ithi n 30 days after the m a il ing of the 
m a n a g e r ' s  decision. The d i r e c t o r  shall accept all w r i t t e n  
t e s t i m o n y  that the p a r t i e s  w i s h  to submit, and may, hold an oral 
hearing. Upon request of any party, the d i r ector shall hear 
w i t n e s s e s  testifyi ng u n d e r  oath a n d  shall r e quest documents. The 
d i r e c t o r  shall render a d e c i s i o n  w i t h i n  10 w o rking days after the 
wr i t t e n  and t e s t i m o n i a l  records a re closed, unless tha t p e r i o d  is 
e x t e n d e d  for g o o d  cause shown, i n c l u d i n g  allowance of time to 
pr e s e n t  p o s t - h e a r i n g  b r i e f s  or n e w l y  discover ed e v i d e n c e  not 
pr e v i o u s l y  d i s c o v e r e d  o r  d i s c overable.  The d i r ect or m a y  d e l e g a t e  
he a r i n g  a u t h o r i t y  to an a s s i s t a n t  or a h e aring officer.

(c) An a g g r i e v e d  p a r t y  is e n t i t l e d  to a hearing from the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  30 days after the m a i l i n g  of the 
d i r e c t o r ' s  decision, if the a g g r i e v e d  party appeals to the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  of administration. The commi ssioner will, in his or 
her discr etion, del egate r e v i e w  a u t h ority to a d eputy 
commissioner, special a s s i s t a n t  to the commissioner, or h e a r i n g  
officer. The appeal w i l l  be on the record, and will  be d e c i d e d  
wi t h i n  10 days after the full r e c o r d  is received  by the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  or the delegate. (Eff. 3/31/85, Reg. 93; a m  1/1/90, 
Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 47. 25.010

2 A A C  41.070. C O N D I T I O N S  A N D  LIMITATIONS. (a) A d m i s s i o n  
to or c o n t i n u e d  r e s i d e n c y  in a pioneers' home will not be g r a n t e d  
to a p e r s o n  w h i l e  the p e r s o n  is s u f f ering  from

(1) a communicable, contagious, or infec t i o u s  d i s e a s e  
that w o u l d  t h r eaten the health, safety, or w e l fare of o t h e r  
residents; or

(2) a p e r s o n a l i t y  d e f e c t  that w o u l d  t h r e aten the h e a l t h  
or s afety of o t h e r  residents.

(b) A  p e r s o n  will not be a d m i t t e d  to or r e q uired to stay at 
a pioneers' h o m e  unless that p e r s o n  freely and k n o w i n g l y  c o n sents 
to e n t e r  or r e main  at the home.

(c) A  r e s iden t of a pioneers' home a d m itted u n d e r  2 AAC 
41.010(b) may not c o n t i n u e  r e s i d e n c y  at the home if the home 
m a n a g e r  de termines that the p e r s o n 's payments for care and 
support are in arrears.

9
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(d) A  r e s i d e n t  of a pioneers' home wil l be d i s c h a r g e d  if he 
or she is a b s e n t  from the home m o r e  than 60 c o n s e c u t i v e  days, 
unless the a b sence was r e q u i r e d  by 2 A A C  41.080. (Eff. 3/31/85, 
Reg. 93; am 1/1/90, Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 47.25.010
AS 47.25.020 
AS 47.25.030 
A S  47.25.040

2 AAC  41.080. Q U A L I T Y  A N D  LEVEL  O F  CARE, (a) A  pioneers' 
home wi ll p r o v i d e  a q u a l i t y  of care s u f f i c i e n t  to p r e s e r v e  the 
h e a l t h  and s a fety of r e s i d e n t s  w h i l e  they are p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  
on the home's premises, or w h i l e  under the d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of 
an e m p loyee o r  agent of the home while off the h o m e ' s  premises.

(b) A  pioneers' h o m e  w i l l  m a k e  every r e a s o n a b l e  e ffort to 
p r o v i d e  the p r o p e r  level of care to r e s i d ents who r e q u i r e  the 
same o r  d i f f e r e n t  level of care a fter b e i n g  admitted. However, 
the h o m e  c a n n o t  g u a r a n t e e  that all levels of care w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  to eve ry resident. A v a i l a b i l i t y  and le vels of 
g e r i a t r i c  care will be b a s e d  on the funding, facilities, and 
staff a v a i l a b l e  at each home.

(c) A  pioneers' h o m e  is n o t  an acute care facility. If a 
r e s i d e n t  r e q u i r e s  care n o t  n o r m a l l y  p r o v i d e d  by the home, the 
r e s i d e n t  will be r e f e r r e d  to a n other a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  care 
f a c i l i t y  u ntil the r e s i d e n t  is able to r e t u r n  to the home. A  
r e s i d e n t  of the r e s i d e n t i a l  or a s s i s t e d  living s e ctio n of a home 
may u s e  an a v a i l a b l e  home infir m a r y  bed for not m o r e  than 30 days 
d u r i n g  a t e m p o r a r y  n o n - a c u t e  illness. If the i l l ness c o n t i n u e s  
b e y o n d  30 days and no n u r s i n g  b e d  is then available, the r e s i d e n t  
will b e  t e m p o r a r i l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to an a p p r o p r i a t e  h e a l t h  care 
facility, b u t  only a f t e r  all r e a s o n a b l e  a l t ernative s, i n c l u d i n g  
t e m p o r a r y  p l a c e m e n t  in a n o t h e r  Pioneers' Home, are fully 
explored.

(d) A c c e p t a n c e  of the limits on the level of care set o u t  in 
this section is a c o n t i n u i n g  c o n d i t i o n  of a p e r s o n ' s  r e s i d e n c y  in 
a pioneers' home. A  n e w l y  a d m i t t e d  resident, or the r e s i d e n t ' s  
a u t h o r i z e d  guardian, m u s t  a c k n o w l e d g e  in w r i t i n g  th at he or she 
has r e a d  and u n d e r s t a n d s  this section, and that he or she a c c epts 
its p r o v i s i o n s  as d e s c r i p t i v e  of the duty of care owed a 
pioneers' ho me r e s i d e n t  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 
the S ta te of Alaska.

(e) D e p e n d i n g  on the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funding, facilities, 
and staff, a home m a y  p r o v i d e  the f o l l owing  levels of care: 
residential,  a s s i s t e d  living, and nursing. These le vels of care 
are m o r e  fully d e s c r i b e d  in the divis i o n  of pioneers' benefits' 
p o l i c i e s  and p r o c e d u r e s  manual, and are s u m m a r i z e d  as follows:
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(1) r e s i d e n t i a l  - r e s i d e n t s  m u s t  be c a p a b l e  of 
i n d e p e n d e n t  l iving  and are p r o v i d e d  onl y basic s e r v ices such as 
m eals and heavy housekeeping;

(2) assis t e d  living (residential II) - r e s i dents 
require support and p r o t e c t i v e  care but do not need c o n t i n u o u s  
n u r s i n g  s u p e r v i s i o n  or s k illed n u r s i n g  care; and

(3) n u r s i n g  - r e s i d ents r e q u i r e  direct and e x t e n d e d  
care by p r o f e s s i o n a l  and n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s onn el u n d e r  the 
s upervision  of a r e g i s t e r e d  nurse. (Eff. 3/31/85/ Reg. 93; am 
1/1/90, Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 47.25.010
AS 47.25.020

2 A A C  41.090. P R O P E R T Y  OF D E C E A S E D  RESIDENTS. Upon the 
d eath of a pioneers' home resident, the reside n t ' s  p r o p e r t y  that 
is u n d e r  the c o nt rol of a pioneers' home or the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  will  be d i s p o s e d  of in accord a n c e  w i t h  d i r e c t i o n  
from the court. (Eff. 3/31/89, Reg. 93; am 1/1/90,
Reg. 112)

Authority: AS 47.25.070

2 A A C  41.100. S T A T E  C L A I M  F O R  C A R E  A N D  SUPPORT. U p o n  the 
death of a pioneers' home resident, a state claim for care and 
support may be s a t i s f i e d  only out of the reside n t ' s  estate. 
P e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  left by the d e c e d e n t  m u s t  be d i s p o s e d  of in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  2 A A C  41.090. H e irlooms, as d e fined in AS 
47.25.070(e), w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to value, are exempt from a c l a i m  by 
the state. (Eff. 3/31/85, Reg. 93)

Authority: AS 4 7.25.010
AS 47.25.030 
AS 47.25.070 
AS 47.25.080

11



S e n .  J a n  F a i k s ,  V ic e  C h a i r m a n  
S e n .  A 1 A d a m a  
S e n .  T im  K e l l y  
S e n ,  R i c k  U e h l i n g

Sen. Pat Pourchot, C h a i r m a n P.O. Box v
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

907-165-3712

S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m ’ "

Febru a r y  2, 1990

C h a rles T r y c k  
1801 W. 13th A v e n u e  
Anchorage, A K  99501

Dear Charles:

The S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  h o l d i n g  a h e a r i n g  
on t w o  Senate Bills t h a t  relate to P i o n e e r s ' Homes A d m i s­
sions ; SB 389, s p o n s o r e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e r ttu la and S B  248, 
s p o n s o r e d  by S e n a t o r  Duncan. T h e  h e a r i n g  will be h e l d  on 
Wednesda y, F e b r u a r y  7th at 1:30 pm. I h a v e  m a d e  a r r a n g e­
ments for t e l e c o n f e r e n c i n g  to t h e  Pioneers' Home and I 
e n c o u r a g e  you to l i sten in or to testify. The C o m m ittee  
will b e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  f o l l ow ing two issues:

1. T here is c u r r e n t l y  no age r e q u i r e m e n t  in law for 
a d m i s s i o n  to the P i o n e e r  H o m e  if the a p p l i c a n t  is 
"destitute". If a p e r s o n  is n o t  destitute, t h e y  m u s t  
b e  at least 65 y e a r s  of age to q u a l i f y  for admission.

2. C u r rent statutes give  a d m i s s i o n  p r i o r i t y  to a p p l i­
cants who are "destitute". T h o s e  w h o  are not t e c h n i­
call y  "destitute" and are i n e l i g i b l e  for Medicade, but 
w h o s e  income is t o o  low to p a y  for n u r s i n g  care, have 
to w a i t  o n e  to two years for admission.

In a d d i t i o n  to the two bills, w e  w i l l  also be r e v i e w i n g  a 
p r o p o s a l  by the State D epart m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  
a d d r e s s e s  these issues.

I l o o k  forward to t a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u  on Wednesday. Please 
don't h e s i t a t e  to give me a c 5-3712 if
you h a v e  any questions



Bob P a v i t t  586-
Chair, A A R P
130 S e w a r d  Street, #205 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

J a n i c e  R y a n  274-
A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of N a t i v e s  
411 W e s t  4th Avenue, S u i t e  301 
A nchorage, A l a s k a  99501

R o s e  P a l m q u i s t  376-
O l d e r  P e r s o n s  A c t i o n  G r o u p  
325 E a s t  3rd A v e n u e  
Anchorage, A K  99501

Sy l v i a  Short 563-
705 W e s t  4 7 t h  A ve nue 
A nchorage, A l a s k a  99503

Leo K a y e
P. 0. Box 12934
Wasilla, A l a s k a  99687

V e r a  a n d  Pre.nt G a z a w a y  277-
1521 W. 14th A venue 
Anchorage, A K  99501

Fran T o l a n d
O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
Dept, of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
P. 0. Box C 
Juneau, A K  999811

C o n n i e  Sipe
O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
Dept, of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
P. O. Box C 
Juneau, A K  999811

Liz Lawson 
S e n i o r  V o i c e
325 East 3rd Avenue, S u i t e  300 
Anchorage, A K  99501

2666

3611

0110

4992

207-7



F l o r e n c e  Orr
2110 D a w n l i g h t  Circle
A nchorage, A K  99501

J o e  A l t e r  
P. 0. Box 20304 
Juneau, A K  99802

Sitka Pioneers' Home 
120 K a t l i n  S treet  
Sitka, A K  99835

F a i r b a n k s  Pioneers' H o m e  
2221 E g a n  A v e n u e  
Fairbanks, A K  099701

P a l m e r  Pioneers' Home 
250 E. F i r e w e e d  
Palmer, A l a s k a  99645

K e t c h i k a n  Pioneers' H o m e  
141 B r y a n t  S t r e e t  
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99901

J u n e a u  Pioneers' H o m e  
4675 G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y  
Juneau, A K  99801

Edna A d r i a n
1280 E. 17th A v e n u e  #322 
Anchorage, A K  99501

J o h n  Bagoy
611 W. 11th A v e n u e  #B 
Anchorage, A K  99501

M a r y  Baldwin
923 W. 11th A v e n u e
A nchorage, A K  99501

Bob Bowen 
1126 R  S t r e e t  
Anchorage, A K  99501

P e g g y  Burgin
1530 W. 11th Ave., #1
Anchorage, A K  99501

B e rni ce Cease
923 W. 11th A v e n u e
Anchorage, A K  99501



V a n n y  D a v e n p o r t  
923 W. 11th A v e n u e  
A nchorage, A K  99501

E m i l y  D u B e a u
923 W. 11th A v e n u e
A nchor a g e ,  A K  99501

F a t h e r  G e o r g e  Endal 
923 W. 11th A v e n u e  
A ncho rage, A K  99501

V e r a  a n d  P rent G a z away 
1521 W. 14th A v e n u e  
Anchor age, A l a s k a  99501

I vron H i l l
923 W. 11th A v e n u e
Anchor age, A K  99501

M i l d r e d  K i r k p a t r i c k  
923 W. 11th A v e n u e  
Anchorage, A K  99501

J o h n  K r i e r  
1575 H  S treet 
Anchorage, A K  99501

M a r y  O l e n d o r f f  
923 W< 11th A v e n u e  
Anchorag e, A K  99501

L ouise Rude 
1605 S i t k a  #303 
Anchorag e, A K  99501

L orena Showers  
P. 0. B o x  101978 
Anchorage , A K  99510

A d e l e  S m i t h
923 W. 11th A v e n u e
Anchorage, A K  99501

L o r r a i n e  S o n n e n t a g  
923 W. 11th A v e n u e  
Anchorage, A K  99501

Ch a r l e s  T r y c k  
1801 W. 13th A v e n u e  
Anchorag e, A K  99501



ORC -  HOUSING Siuclu
H88-Fa. l l  1

SERVICES ASSUMED IN RESIDENTIAL SECTION OF PIONEERS' HOME

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

1 - GROUP MEALS
2 - TELEPHONE
3 - LAUNDRY SERVICE
4 - PRIVATE ROOMS W/LOCKS
5 - EMERGENCY CALL BUTTON
6 - HOUSEKEEPING SERVICE
7 - SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL

ACTIVITIES

8 - HEALTH AIDE/NURSE
9 - TRANSPORTATION
10 - LONG-TERM STORAGE
11 - CABLE TV
12 - SHOPPING ASSISTANCE
13 - REGISTERED DIETICIAN

(SPECIAL DIETS)

14 - MEDICIATION SPVR
15 - PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
16 - ON-SITE BEAUTY/BARB.
17 - PHYSICAL THERAPY
18 - PERSONAL CARE AIDE
19 - COUNSELING/INFO.
20 - MEALS DELIVERED

TO ROOM

SERVICES ASSUMED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MONTHLY FEE FOR LIVING IN THE 
RESIDENTIAL SECTION OF A PIONEERS' HOME OR SIMILAR FACILITY PER THE OLDER 
ALASKANS COMMISSION HOUSING SURVEY. T a ll in 's  o f i C
1 / 7 C 1 / 0 1 2 6 0 2 - 9



w r y ?  , • *■

1 * S e c t i o n  3. A S . 47. 25.030 is a m e n d e d  to read:

2 [A dmis s i o n  on] P[p]ayment. (a) A p e r s o n  s e e k i n g

3 a d m i s s i o n  under AS 4 7 . 2 5.020 [ CITIZEN OF T H E  U N I T E D  STATES O V E R

4 65 Y E A R S  O F  A G E  W H O  IS A  R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  S T A T E  A N D  H A S  BEE N A

5 R E S I D E N T  F O R  N O T  LESS THAI! 15 Y E A R S  C O N T I N U O U S L Y  I M M E D I A T E L Y

6 P R E C E D I N G  APPLICATION, B U T  WHO  IS N O T  D E S T I T U T E , ] m a y  [ON

7 A P P L I C A T I O N ]  be admitted t o  the h o m e  upon a g r e e m e n t  t o  pay to the

8 sta te a s u m  for each m o n t h  [DAY] as the D e p a r t m e n t  of

9 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o n s i d e r s  s u f f i c i e n t  to c o m p e n s a t e  t h e  state for

10 the c o s t  of c a r e  and s u p p o r t  of t h e  p erson a t  the home. W h e n

11 th is a g r e e m e n t  is e n t ered into t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

12 m a y  r e c e i v e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  for the payments, w h i c h  it c o n s i d e r s

13 expedient.

14 (b) The D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  a d o p t

15 r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a [DAILY OR] m o n t h l y  r a t e  f or the

16 c o m p e n s a t i o n  a r e s i d e n t  is to be c h a r g e d  u n d e r  (a) of this

17 section. The r a t e  c h a r g e d  need n o t  fully c o m p e n s a t e  the s t a t e

18 for t h e  c o s t  of care and support. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

19 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall r e v i e w  the r a t e  each year.

20 (c) The D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall p r o v i d e  to all

21 r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  Pioneers' Home w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of a n y  p r o p o s e d

22 c h a n g e  i n  the r a t e  c h a r g e d  for c a r e  and s u p p o r t  of p e r s o n s  at the

23 home. N o t i c e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  shall  be g i v e n  not less t h a n  60

24 da ys b e f o r e  a c h a n g e  is adopted. T h e  n o t i c e  shall i n clude t h e

25 time, date, a n d  p l a c e  of a h e a r i n g  to be h e l d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t

26 of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  under (d) of t h i s  section. T he d e p a r t m e n t  m a y

27 not c h a n g e  the r a t e  c h a r g e d  m o r e  t h a n  once in a f i scal year.

28 (d) Not less tha n 30 days b e f o r e  a p r o p o s e d  r a t e  c h a n g e  is

29 adopted, the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  a h e a r i n g

30 at w h i c h  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  shall be g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to

31 s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  or oral testimony, statements, a r g u m e n t s  or

32 c o n t e n t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  p r o p o s e d  r a t e  change. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t

SUGGESTED DRAFT LANGUAGE SUGGESTED DRAFT LANGUAGE

Page  6



1 s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  all r e l e v a n t  m a t t e r  p r e s e n t e d  t o  it b e f o r e

2 a d o p t i n g  a r a t e  change.

3 (e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  shall s e p a r a t e l y

4 a c c o u n t  for m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  in

5 t h e  g e n e r a l  fund. T h e  annual e s t i m a t e d  b a l a n c e  in t he a c c o u n t

6 m a y  be u s e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  m a k e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the

7 D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to carry out t h e  p u r p o s e s  of this

8 section.

SUGGESTED DRAFT LANGUAGE SUGGESTED DRAFT LANGUAGE

tT**v
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STEVE COW PER , G O V ER N O R

D E P A R T M E N T  OF A D M IN IS T R A T IO N P . O .  B O X  C L

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0211 
PHONE: (907) 4 6 5 - 4 4 0 0

DIVISION OF PIONEERS’ BENEFITS

Fe b r u a r y  1, 1990

D e a r  R e s i d e n t s  a nd Friends of the Pioneers' Homes:

T h e  S e n a t e  State A f f airs C o m m i t t e e  will be h o l d i n g  a h e a r i n g  
r e g a r d i n g  Pioneers' Home admission, i n c l u d i n g  S enate Bills 248 and 
389, on Wednesday, F e b ruar y 7, 1990, at 1:30 p.m.

T h i s  h e a r i n g  m a y  affect m a n y  of A l a s k a ' s  s e n i o r s  and you are 
e n c o u r a g e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the h e a r i n g  via t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  in y o u r  area. If y o u  w i s h  to 
b e  i n c l u d e d  in this teleconference, p l ease c o n t a c t  Susa n B a r n e t t  
a t  465-3879. A r r a n g e m e n t s  are also b e i n g  m a d e  to include  each of 
t h e  Pioneers' H omes in this t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  y o u  are w e l c o m e  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  at th e Pioneers' Homes.

S i n c e r e l y

B a r b a r a  Bathony, D i r e ctor 
D i v i s i o n  of Pioneers' Benefits



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Sen. Ja n  Faiks, Vice Chairman Sen. A1 Adams Sen. Tim Kelly Sen, Rick Uehling
Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman P .O . Box V State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99811907-165-3712

S e n a t e  State Affairs C o m m i t t e e

February 12, 1990

Jorge C. and Ida J. Hix 
120 Katlian Street 
Sitka, AK 99835

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Hix;

Thank you for writing in support of the Sponsor Substitute for SB 389, 
relating to Pioneers Home Admissions. I was pleased to receive so many 
positive comments from residents of Pioneers Homes around the state.

Jim Fox, Department of Administration, and Barbara Bathony, Division of 
Pioneers Benefits, deserve praise for their fine work in assisting Senator 
Kerttula draft this important piece of legislation. The Senate State 
Affairs Committee passed this bill out of committee on February 7th. The 
next committee of referral is Senate Health, Education and Social Services, 
(HESS) chaired by Senator Fischer. I encourage you to send your comments on 
SB 389 to Senator Fischer.

I share your concern about the need for additional nursing homes in 
our state. Though we hope to solve some of the admissions problems by 
enacting SB 389, the problem of a shortage of beds in the nursing care 
section of the Pioneers Homes has not been fully addressed. I plan to 
continue working with groups like the Older Persons Action Group, Pioneers 
of Alaska and the Older Alaskans Commission to develop a statewide approach 
to deal with nursing home needs.

Thank you again for writing, I hope you ‘ ’ ' in beautiful
Sitka.

Senator Pat Pourchot

Chairman
Senate State Affairs Committee



J o r g e  C. a n d  Ida J . H i x  
1 2 0  K a t l i a n  S t r e e t  
S i t k a ,  A K  9 9 B 3 5

F e b r u a r y  7, 1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a u r c h o t s

We r e c e n t l y  m o v e d  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  i n t o  t h e  P i o n e e r  H o m e  in 
S i t k a  b e c a u s e  t h i s  is  w h e r e  w e  w a n t e d  t o  be. N a t u r a l l y  w e  a r e  
v e r y  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  S p o n s o r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r

T h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of d e s t i t u t e  c r i t e r i a  m e a t s  o u r  a p p r o v a l .  
W e  a r e  p r o u d  to l i v e  in t h e  ‘'Pioneer H o m e " .  I d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  w e  
c o u l d  a b i d e  li v i n g  o n  t h e  " p o o r  far m " .

S e t t i n g  the m i n i m u m  a g e  to 6 5  e l i m i n a t e s  s o m e  e x i s t i n g  
p r o b l e m s .  P u t t i n g  in t h e  P r o b a t e  C o u r t  l a n g u a g e  b r i n g s  t h e  
s t a t u t e  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  p r e s e n t  p r o c e d u r e s .

W e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  f u r n i s h i n g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  A l a s k a n s  w h o  
n e e d  n u r s i n g  h o m e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  M e d i c a i d .  T h e  
r e c i p i e n t s  w o u l d  o f t e n  be b e t t e r  o f f  f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  
w o u l d  g e t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s o m e  ten m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in f e d e r a l  
fu n d s .  (My r o u g h  c a l c u l a t i o n )

S i n c e r e l y ,



Alaska S ta te Legislature
• S u n  - 5  

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the ,
committee name

committee on -     dated B k  2  m u ______
bill/subject

S ee , M fa crL e J

Signed: . A J L h L il s m  
Testifier

Representing (Optional) 

Address

l A i j C  f i t  3 5
Phone No. ’

9/5$ Legieletive information Office
!-A
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T H E  F O L L O W I N G  D O C U M E N T  M A Y  NOT F I L M  

L E G I B L Y  B E C A U S E  OF T HE POOR Q U A L I T Y  OF THE 
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