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V e r s e  a n d  w o r s e
Poor lawmakers: State poem a lost cause

Senators recently got a look at a bill suggesting an 
official state poem. Unfortunately, the poem — 
“Great Land” by Brady D. Jackson II — has neither 
literary merit nor emotional appeal.

The senators wisely shunned “Great Land," but 
they could do all Alaskans an even bigger favor by 
banning, evermore, the very concept of an official 
state poem.

Virtually all the monumental poems written about 
Alaska are pure drivel. The few that transcend drivel 
reach only the level of mindless pap. Poets who 
attempt to capture Denali’s majesty and the sweeping 
grandeur of the Yukon River can’t do so without 
resort’ng to crumbling cliches and wilted images.

Inevitably the result is a huge, rhyming, 
ramshackle monster that sounds like something 
Robert Service might have written with a bad 
hangover.

Writers of serious repute haven’t done well with 
the meg'a-Alaska genre either — rot in a hundred 
years. Look at Bret HartUs “An Arctic Vision” which 
celebrates the purchase of Alaska. It begins:A ll ye icebergs make salaam You belong to Uncle Sam.And above the wild ducks’ clamour,In his own peculiar grammar. . . .After these egregious couplets, who would read further?Poetry soothes the soul and refreshes the mind. By all means, let’s have more of it. But please, no more pseudo-Service verse masquerading as art. Maybe we need a state muffin (Minnesota has one — blueberry), but we don’t need a state poem.Q u o t a b le___________________________“We know we don’t have a system in place that can withstand sustained cold. We’ve said, ‘Either give us the money to fix the thing or we’re going to have winter disasters.’ ”— Kotzebue city manager Mike Scott, explaining his request for state disaster aid to fix the city’s frozen water/sewer system.“In the eastern Interior — Northway, Tetlin and Tok — they consistently winter after winter get hit with 60- or 70-below weather and we never have these kind of problems."— Mike Irwin, aide to Gov. Cowper, reacting to Kotzebue’s disaster-aid request.“I think it’s criminal that the legislature should water down these bills. Things go through so many committees here you could turn an elephant into a snake."— State Rep. Richard Foster, D-Nome, commenting on how the House transformed a resolution endorsing the recriminalization of marijuana Jnto a measure endorsing the public’s right to vote on the issue.



Te.tj.Aua/Ltj 21,  1990
U p o n  n e a d i n g  a q u o t e  I n  t h e  A n c h o n a g e  d a i l y  Neio/>, 

T e l A u a A y  2 0 , 19 9 0 , t h a t  y o u  Aaid. a -itate p o e m  had. 
n o t  l e e n  s e l e c t e d ,  I loondened i £  a c o n t e n t  h a d  
b e e n  o p e n  fion />ulmittal/> a n d  I mi/t/ied the. a n n o u n c e­

ment.

I n c l o s e d  i t  m y  /tulmi/t/iion JLoa con/iidenation. I am 
a putj.li/>hed p o e t  a n d  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  A l a s k a  /.since 

} a n u a n y  9 , 1 9 8 9 . fly hu/>land a n d  I  d n o v e  h e n e  / n o m  
C o l o n a d o  Spning/i, C o l o A a d o , a n d  m y  l i t e n a n y  a g e n t  
i/, p n o m o t i n g  a l o o k  w n i t t e n  on t h a t  a d v e n t u n e  
t i t l e d ,  " T h e  I c y  h a n d  o / A l a s k a  B e c k o n e d . "  h o w e v e n ,  
i t  i/> n o t  a/i ofi thi/> u)Aiting u n d e A  c o n t A a c t .

D e a A  S e n a t o n  P o u A c h o t ,

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

flauAeen S t a t o n - f l o A g a n

1 3 1 7  U, N o A t h e A n  Light/i Blvd.
# 5 2 9
A n c h o A a g e ,  A H  9 9 5 0 3  

( 9 0 7 ) 6 9 6 - 2 7 6 6

Inc: P o e m  "Ala/ika'/, A Bonfiine Ofi. h o p e "
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C a A t  a l t  y o u n  thought/) I n t o  the. L o n f l n e  o f  h o p e ,  

w h e n e  h e a n t A  a n e  w a n m e d  and. n a t u n e  t/> c h e n l A h e d ,  
L e y o n d  t h e  l o u n d a n l e A  o f  man'/, t l m l t a t l o n A ,  
a n d  nJ.de t h e  d n e a m  t o  envi/>Lon a L a n d  of. . . .
Pattenn/) o f  tnack/> a c n o A A  n e w  f a t t e n  />n o w  
on c n a g g y  ettff/> w h e n e  D a t t  A h e e p  h e n d A  n o a m ;  
when.e moo/>e, fox, a n d  />nowy owt/> h i d e  v t g t t a n t t y  

a m i d  e o v e n  o f  den/>e fone/>t/> a n d  L e n n y  Lu/>he/>.
And, a nu/>ttlng />o u n d  n e a n  the. t n a l t  />lgn.a£/> d a n g e n  
w h e n  />pnlng ha/> a w a k e n e d  a />£eepy, h u n g n y  Lea n .

S u n  c a t c h i n g  w a t e n A  e n c l n c t l n g  B e l u g a  whate/> w h o  
I n  f n o t l c  f t l n g  t h e l n  t a i l  I n  t h e  g l i s t e n  o f  
7 u n n a g a l n  A n m  t h e n  t u n n  f o n  o p e n  />ea. Penhap/>,
y o u  c a n  Aen/>e t h e  f n e e d o m  o f  t h e  l o f t y  e a g l e
w i t h  f a n n e d  w l n g A  g l i d i n g  t h e  c o u n A e  o f  n a n g e A  
of I c e - c a p p e d  m o u n t a l n A  a n d  A t n e a m  c n o A A e d  
v a t t e y A  t o  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h e  w o l f .

T u l l  A a l t  u p o n  h l g h e A t  t l d e A  o f  g t a c l e n  Ltue, 
t e f n l e n d e d  t y  t h e  a q u a t i c  a t u n d a n c e ;  q u i e t l y  
n o c k  a t u t t a t y  u n d e n  t h e  f l e n y  m i d n i g h t  A u n  
w h i t e  n e A t t e d  o n  a v c a a c ! o f  c u n l o u A  a d v e n t u n e .

Ah, a n  u n w a v e n l n g  c a p t u n e  t y  t h e  L o n f l n e  f l a m e
m e A m e n l z e A  a A e a n c h l n g  A o u t  w h o  d n e a m A  a d n e a m  o f  
A a t l A f a c t i o n  f o n  m a n k i n d  a n d  A e t A  A t a A k a  aA h l A  g o a t „

flauneen S t a t o n - f l o n g a n
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By BRIAN S. AKRE
Tne Associated Press

J U N E A U  -  D o e s  a  s t a t e  
w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  b i r d ,  f i s h ,  
f la g ,  f l o w e r ,  f o s s i l ,  g e m , m a ­
r i n e  n t a " : : : ' ; * ! ,  m i n e r a l ,  
s p o r t ,  t r e e ,  s e a l  a n d  s o n g  
n e e d  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  s y m b o l?

S o m e  A la s k a n s  t h i n k  s o . 
B i l l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  o f f i c i a l  
p o e m , n i c k n a m e  a n d  m a r ­
m o t  a r e  b e f o r e  t h o s e  g u a r d ­
ia n s  o f  A la s k a  o f f i c i a ld o m ,  
th e  s t a t e  l e g i s la t u r e .

R e p . C u r t  M e n a r d ,  D -W a - 
s l l l a ,  s a y s  A l a s k a  s h o u ld  a l ­
s o  d e s ig n a t e  F e b .  2  a s  M a r ­
m o t  D a y  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  
G r o u n d h o g  D a y  n n d  t h e  
w o r ld ' s  m o s t  f a m o u s  m a r ­

m o t .  P e n n s y lv a n i a ’ s  P u n x s u -  
t a w n e y  P h i l .

" E v e r y o n e  s a y s  A la s k a  U  
d i f f e r e n t  a n d  w e  d o n ' t  t h i n k  
l i k e  t h e  L o w e r  4 8  t h i n k s , ”  
M e n a rd  s a id  M o n d a y .  " W e  
s h o u ld n ' t  h a v e  t o  b o w  t o  
P u n x s u t a w n e y  P h i !  ”

M a rm o t  Is  t h e  n a m e  g iv e n  
t o  a  g r o u p  o f  g n a w in g  a n d  
b u r r o w i n g  r o d e n t s ,  i n c lu d ­
in g  t h e  g r o u n d h o g  o r  w o o d ­
c h u c k ,  w h i c h  a r e  d i s t i n ­
g u is h e d  b y  t h e i r  c o a r s e  f u r  
a r .d  s h o r t ,  b u s h y  t a i l .

T h e  m e a s u r e  w o u ld  d e s ig ­
n a t e  t h e  " s e n i o r  h o a r y  m a r ­
m o t "  a t  t h e  A la s k a  Z o o  in  
A n c h o r a g e  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t e  m a rm o t .  M e n a r d  c o n -

;e d e s  I t ' s  a .c h e a p  a t t e m p t  t o  
s t e a l  . s o m e  p u b l i c i t y  . f r o m  
P e n n s y lv a n i a .

O n ' F e b .  2 .  " t h e  o f f i c i a l  : 
s t a t e  m a rm o t  I s  e n c o u r a g e d  
t o  l o o k  f o r  I t s  s h a d o w  a n d  
th u s  a d v i s e  w h e t h e r  w i n t e r  
w i l l  b e  w i t h  u s  f o r  s i x  m o r e  
w e e k s  —  o r  lo n g e r , ! '  s a y a  
M e n a r d ' s  H . >use B i l l  4 8 8 .

T h e  a im  o t  M a rm o t  D a y  is  
" t o  r e m in d  u s  d u r i n g  t h e  '  
d a r k  d a y s  o f  t h e  / e a r  t h a t  
w i n t e r  d o e s  n o t  la s ' ,  f o r e v ­
e r , "  t h e  b i l l  s a y s .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a n  o f f i ­
c i a l  s t a t e  p o e m  c o m e s  c o u r ­
t e s y  o f  S e n .  J a n  F a l k s .  R - 
A n c h o r a g e ,  w h o  s a y s  s h e  i n ­

t r o d u c e d  i t  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  
a  c o n s t i t u e n t  p o e t ,  B r a d y  D .  
J a c k s o n  X I. S e n a t e  B U I  3 7 9  
c a l l s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  . o f  
J a c k s o n ' s  p o e m ,  " G r e a t  
L a n d , ”  a s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  o w n .

W r i t t e n  a s  I t  t h e  s t a t e  
I t s e l f  w e r e  s p e a k in g ,  t h e  p o ­
e m  t e l l s  o t  a  la n d  t h a t  h o ld s  
" I n  m y  b o w e ls  t h e  r ic h e s  o f  
k i n g s . "  I t  r e la t e s  a  v e r s i o n  
o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  I s  le s s  t h a n  
f l a t t e r i n g .

" Y o u  c a m e  f i r s t  i n  n u m ­
b e r s  w i t h  t r a p s  i n  h a n d ,  

S t o l e  t h e  r i c h  f u r s  o f  m y  
s e a s  a n d  m y  la n d .

Y o u  c a m e  b a c k  w i t h  s h ip s  
o f  n e t s  b y  t h e  t o n ,  .

P l u n d e r e d  m y  s h o r e s  
w h e r e  t h e  k i n g  s a lm o n  r u n .  
. R e t u r n i n g  i n  h o a r d s ,  w i t h  
p i c k s  i n  y o u r  h a n d ,

S c r a p i n g  m y  o u t s i d e s ,  
t h e n  s c a r r in g  m y  la n d .

, T o  d ig  f o r  m y  g o ld  y o u  
w a n t e d  s o  b a d ,

L e f t  f a m i l i e s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  
g o o d  m a n n e r s  y o u  h a d . "

D o n ' t  e x p e c t  A l a s k a ' s  
s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n  t o  b e  r e c i t in g  
t h a t  s o o n .  T h e  b i l l  Is  e x p e c ­
t e d  t o  d ie  w i t h o u t  a  h e a r i n g  
I n  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m it t e e .

" I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  w e  n e e d  t o  
m o v e  t h a t  b i l l , ”  s a id  S e n . 
P a t  P o u r c h o t ,  D -A n c h o r a g e

a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r ­
m a n . " I t  d o e s n ' t  J u m p  o u t  a t  
m e  a s  s o m e t h in g  t h a t  is  o f  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h ig h  l i t e r a r y  
q u a l i t y . "

" T h e  G r e a t  L a n d "  a l s o  Is  
w h a t  R e p .  P e t e r  G o l l ,  D -  
H a in e s ,  w a n t s  d e s ig n a t e d  a s  
A la s k a ' s  n ic k n a m e .  A la s k a  
Is  t h e  o n ly  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  a n  
o f f i c i a l  n i c k n a m e ,  a c c o r d in g  
t o  t h e  W o r ld  A lm a n a c  a n d  
B o o k  o f  F a c t s .

I f  G o l l ' s  H o u s e  B i l l  4 92  
p a s s e s , A la s k a  m a y  h a v e  t o  
c h a n g e  i t s  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  
T h e y  c a r r y  t h e  s t a t e ' s  u n o f f i ­
c i a l  n i c k n a m e ,  " T h e  L a s t  
F r o n t i e r . "




