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Verse and worse
Poorlavvmakers State poem a lost cause
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All ye icebergs make salaam
You belong to Uncle Sam.

And above the wild ducks’ clamour,
In his own peculiar grammar. .

After these egre%ous couplets, who would read further?

Poetry soothes the soul and refreshes the mind. By all
means, Iets have more of it. But please, no more
pseudo-Service verse masquerading as art. Maybe we need a
state muffin (Minnesota has one —blueberry), but we don't
need a state poem.

Quotable

“We know we don't have a system in place that can
withstand sustained cold. We've Said, ‘Either give us the
money to fix the thing or we're going to have winter
disasters.’

— Kotzebue city manager Mike Scott, explaining his
request for state “disaster aid to fix the city’s frozen
water/sewer system.

“In the eastern Interior —Northway, Tetlin and Tok —they
consistently winter after winter get hit with 60- or 70-below
weather and we never have these kind of problems.”

— Mike Irwin, aide to Gov. Cowper, reacting to
Kotzebue's disaster-aid request.

“I think it’s criminal that the legislature should water
down these bills. Things go through so many committees
here )é u could turn an elephant into a snake."

tate Rep. Richard Foster, D-Nome, commenting on
how the House transformed a resolution endorsing” the
recriminalization of marijuana Jnto a measure endorsing the
public’s right to vote on the issue.



Te.tj.Aua/Ltj 21, 1990

DeaA Senaton PouAchot,

Upon neading a quote In the Anchonage daily Neio/>,
TelAuaAy 20, 1990, that you Aaid. a -itate poem had.
not leen selected, 1 loondened i£ a content had

been open fion />ulmittal/> and | mi/t/ied the. announce —

ment.

Inclosed it my /tulmi/t/iion Jloa con/iidenation. I am
a putj.li/>hed poet and have lived in Alaska /since
}Yanuany 9, 1989. fly hu/>land and I dnove hene /nom
Colonado Spning/i, ColoAado, and my litenany agent
i/, pnomoting a look wnitten on that adventune
titled, "The Icy hand O/ Atlaska Beckoned." howeven,
it i/> not a/i ofi thi/> u)Aiting undeA contAact.

Respectfully,

flauAeen Staton-floAgan

1317 U, NoAtheAn Light/i Blvd.
#529

AnchoAage, AH 99503

(907) 696-2766

Inc: Poem "Ala/ika"/, A Bonfiine Of. hope"



ALASKA'S A BONTIRL 07 HOPS

CaAt alt youn thought/) Into the. Lonflne of hope,
whene heantA ane wanmed and. natune /> chenlAhed,
Leyond the loundanleA of man*/, tilmltatlonA,

and nJ.de the dneam to envi/>Lon a Land of. . . .

Pattenn/) of tnack/> acnoAA new fatten Anow

on cnaggy ettff/> whene Datt Aheep hendA noam;

when.e moo/>e, fox, and />nowy owt/> hide vtgttantty
amid eoven of den/>e fone/>tlh and Lenny Lu/>he/>.

And, a nu/>ttlng /found nean the. tnalt />Ign.aE/> dangen
when />pnlng ha/> awakened a />feepy, hungny Lean.

Sun catching watenA enclnctlng Beluga whate/> who
In fnotlc ftlng theln tail In the glisten of
7unnagaln Anm then tunn fon open />ea. Penhap/>,
you can Aen/>e the fneedonm of thelofty eagle
with fanned wlngA gliding the counAe of nangeA
of lce-capped mountalnA and Atneam cnoAAed
vatteyA to the home of the wolf.

Tull Aalt upon hlgheAt tldeA of gtaclen Ltue,
tefnlended ty the aquatic atundance; quietly

nock a tuttaty unden the fleny midnight Aun

white neAtted on a vcaac! of cunlouA adventune.

Ah, an unwavenlng captune ty the Lonflne flame

meAmenlzeA a Aeanchlng Aout who dneamA a dneam of
AatlAfaction fon mankind and AetA AtaAka aA hlA goat,,

flauneen Staton-flongan



Bills ask for Alaska state poem, nickname and Marmot Day

By BRIAN S. AKRE mot. Pennsylvania's Punxsu- edes It's a.cheap.at.temPt to trotﬁced it at the request of Plundered my shores and the committee chair-
Tne Associated Press tawney Phil. steal .some publicity .from  a constituent poet, Brady D. where the king salmon run. man. "It doesn't Jump out at
JUNEAU - Does a state _"Everyone says Alaska U Pennsylvania. . Jackson XI. Senate BUI"379 . Returning in hoards, with me as something that is of
with an official bird, fish, differentand we don't think On'Feb. 2. "the official :calls for establishment .of picks in your hand, particularly high literary
flag, flower, fossil, gem, ma- like the Lower 48 thinks," state marmot Is encouraged Jackson's poem, "Great Scraping my outsides, quality."
rine nta"::*!, mineral, Menard said Monday. "We to look for Its shadow and Land, as the state's own.  then scarring my land. "The Great Land" also Is
sport, tree, seal and song shouldn't have to bow to thus advise whether winter Written as It the state ,To dig for my gold you what Rep. Peter Goll, D-
need another state symbol?  Punxsutawney Phil" will be with us for six more Itself were speaking, the Yo- wanted so bad, Haines, wants designated as
Some Alaskans think so. Marmot Is the name given weeks — or longer!" saya em tells ot aland that holds Left families, friends and Alaska's nickname. Alaska
Bills to establish an official to a group of gnawing and Menard's H.>use Bill 488.°  "In my bowels the riches of good manners you had." Is the only state without an
poem, nickname and mar- burrowing rodents, includ- The aim ot Marmot Day is kings." It relates a version Don't expect Alaska's official nickname, accordmg
mot are before those %uard- ing the groundhog or wood- "to remind us during the " of Ristory that Is less than schoolchildren to be reciting to the World Almanac an
ians of Alaska officialdom, chuck, which are distin- dark days of the /ear that flattering. ) ) that soon. The bill Is expec- Book of Facts. )
the state legislature, guished by their coarse fur winter does not las', forev- "You “came first in num- ted to die without a hearing If Goll's House Bill 492
Rep. Curt Menard, D-Wa- ard short, bushy tail. =~ er" the bill says. bers with traps in hand, In the Senate State Affairs passes, Alaska may have to
slila, says Alaska should al- The measure would desig- The proposal for an offi- Stole the rich furs of my Committee. change its license plates.
so designate Feb. 2 as Mar- nate the "senior hoar% mar- cial state poem comes cour- seas and my land. ) "I don't think we need to They carry the state's unoffi-
mot Day to compete with mot" at the Alaska Zoo in tesy of Sen. Jan Falks. R- You came back with ships  move that bill,” said Sen. cial nickname, "The Last
Groundhog Day nnd the Anchorage as the official Anchorage, who says she in- of nets by the ton, . Pat Pourchot, D-Anchorage Frontier."

world's most famous mar- state marmot. Menard con-





