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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n . J a n  F a ik s ,  V ic e  C h a i r m a n  
S e n . A1 A d a m s  
S e n . T im  K e l ly  
S e n , R i c k  U e h l in g

Sen. P a t  P ou rc h o t ,  C h a i rm an
P.O. Box V

State CapitolJuneau, Alaska 99811
907-185-3712

Senate S tate A ffa irs Comm ittee
MEMORANDUM
TO: Senate State Affairs Committee Members
FROM: Senator Pat Pourchot
RE: Wednesday, March 7 Committee Hearing
DATE: March 6, 1990
On Wednesday, March 7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Beltz Room the Senate State 
Affairs Committee will hear the following bills:
SS SB 263, An Act establishing the Alaska Gaming Commission and authorizing 
the commission to regulate video gaming.
SB 263 was heard by the State Affairs Committee last session. The Sponsor 
Substitute , which is modeled after Montana's video gaming law, clarifies 
many of the b i l l 's  provisions. In brief, SSSB 263 would establish a 
5-member Gaming Commission in the Department of Commerce to license and 
regulate video gaming.
Under the bill , a municipality could prohibit by ordinance the installation 
of video gaming devices within its boundaries. The devices could be 
installed only in bars, and would be tested and approved by the commission 
before installation; the number of devices per bar would be limited. Device 
distributors and bar operators would be licensed by the commission, 
allowable bets and payouts would be minimal and substantial penalties would 
apply to violators.
License fees, device taxes and 15% of each device's net income would accrue 
to the state 's general fund; 1/3 of the device tax and net income would to 
municipalities in which are located.
SB 348. An Act granting probation officers status as peace officers under 
the public employees' retirement system: and providing for an effective 
date.
This bill would amend the definition of "peace officer" in Title 39 to 
include probation officers and would permit adult and juvenile probation 
officers to retire after 20 years service, whereas most state employees 
retire after 30 years service. Prior years as probation officer would be 
credited service. Currently when a correctional officer is promoted to a 
probation officer, they lose the peace officer status and move into the 
regular PERS.
CS SB 254. An Act relating to Group Health Insurance: and providing for an 
effective date. Scheduled for final action, the CS reflects a majority of 
the changes discussed at the last hearing. Changes are highlighted.
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SB 348, An Act granting probation officers status as peace officers under 
the public employees retirement system and providing for an effective date.
TELECONFERENCE: 3 minute limit per individual, 5 minute per group. 

Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kodiak, Ketchikan

70 TESTIFY;
Senator Durban (he may be detained as he has a bill in Finance at 1:30)
Bob Stalnaker: wishes to testify in opposition
DFYS: Russ Webb or Dick II1ias will testify in opposition
Public Testimony: you can expect lots in support! Probation officers are
well-mobilized on this one.

NOTES:
IMPORTANT; review HSS position paper, valid points re: this bill creates 
more inequities, they are strongly opposed.
Bill Parker: can't testify because Governor's office doesn't support this 
bill .
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Senate B ill 348  
Analysis o f  Fiscal Implications to the Retirement Funds 

Prepared by Division o f Retirement &  Benefits 
Department o f  Adm inistration  

January 12, 1989

A na ly s is : This bill is intended to include Public Employees'
Retirement System (P E R S )  members who serve as Probation 
Officers under "Peace Officer/Firefighter" coverage. They are 
currently covered under the "All Other" category. W e  have assumed 
that this bill will increase the "Peace Officer/Fireman" participation 
and decrease the "All Other" participation in PERS by 175 members.

This bill, i f  amended to clarify the covered group, will increase the 
state FY 91  PERS contribution rate by .03% . The state payroll is 
estimated to be $ 4 9 2 ,6 5 6 ,8 3 4  in F Y 9 0  and remain stable each year 
thereafter. The University o f  Alaska (U  o f  A ) PERS payroll is 
estimated to be $ 6 3 ,6 5 4 ,0 2 7  in FY 91  and remain stable each year 
th e r e a f t e r .

The state cost o f  $1 66 .9  is calculated as follows:

State FY91  payroll $ 4 9 2 ,6 5 6 ,8 3 4  
Increase in PERS  rate X  .03%

Total FY91 state cost ................. $ 1 47 ,797

U  o f  A  FY91 payroll $ 63 ,6 54 ,027  
Increase in PERS  rate X  .03%

Total FY91 U  o f  A  c o s t   19.096

T O T A L  F Y  91 S T A T E  C O S T ........................... . .$166 .893

This bill will not materially affect the accrued liabilities 
or the funding ratio o f  the PERS fund.

Page 2 of 2
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Effective Date: 86-8-15 Index #: 902 .16 Page 3 o f  7
Subject :  USE OF FIREARMS, RESTRAINTS AND OTHER FORCE

>1. Probationer:
An adult who has been convicted of a felony crime and ordered to a 
term of probation; may occasionally include misdemeanants from the District Court.

K. Restraint:
Security device designed for and applied to prevent the commission of violent or destructive acts including metal shackles such as 
handcuffs, leg irons, belly chains, and the like.

L. Risk:
A significant possibility as contrasted with a remote possibility that 
a certain result may occur or that certain circumstances may exist.

M. Serious Physical Injury: As defined as AS 11.81.900(b)(49):
1. "Physical injury caused by an act performed under circumstances 

that create a substantial risk of death; or"
>2. "Physical injury- that causes serious and protracted

disfigurement, protracted impairment of health, protracted loss or impairment of the function of a body member or organ, or that 
unlawfully terminates a pregnancy."

N. Show of Force:
A demonstration of the present ability to apply force such as ashouted warning by an armed officer, display of a firearm, or the 
firing of a warning shot.

0. Substantial Risk:
Condition wherein i t  is substantially certain that a given result mayoccur or that given circumstances may exist..

V. POLICY:
A. A Probation Officer employed by this Department may, pursuant to theprocedures contained herein, carry a firearm and use non-deadly and

deadly force, when justified, in the discharge of official duties.
B. The identity of an employee involved in a shooting incident in the 

performance of duty will not be provided to the public. The
Department will cooperate fully with any official investigation. It
has been demonstrated that once the staff members identity becomes
public knowledge, the potential for harrassment and possible retaliation substantially increases. If the employee's name has been made known through public records or through disclosure at public 
proceedings, the Regional Director or designee may verify theindividual's identity in response to inquiries by news mediarepresentatives or other officials.
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E f fe c t i v e  Date: 86 -8 -15 Index i?: ' 902 .16 Page 4 o f  7
Subject: USE OF FIREARMS, RESTRAINTS AND OTHER FORCE
VI. PROCEDURES:

Probation Officers may be authorized to carry a firearm on duty under the following circumstances: •

B.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Upon approval of the Regional Administrator, a Probation Officer 
may carry a firearm only when he or she is a certified officer 
and his or her imnediate supervisor believes the use of deadly force may be necessary to prevent the officers death or serious
physical injury. When the Regional Administrator is not readily
■available, the District Supervisor may authorize the carrying of a firearm;
The carrying of firearms on duty for purposes other than training 
and/or qualification is prohibited except in accordance with thispolicy; v •
The authorization to carry a firearm will be specific as to time 
and circumstance and will terminate upon reasonable belief that death or serious physical injury is no longer imminent;

. • • . . i • . . •

When a first line supervisor is not readily available, a
Probation Officer may make the decision to carry independently• _£» • • . • * • . ••• • • . . < • if: ■ : .
a. he or she believes that under the guidelines of this policyhe or she would be permitted to carry;
b. if the need to conduct a necessary contact or supervisionstep is "urgent and cannot reasonably await a supervisor's

authorization; and *
c. the action is immediately reported through a supervisor to

the Regional Administrator, as circumstances allow; and
»• .• •

This Policy does not require a Probation Officer to carry a 
firearm in the discharge of official duties.

Documentation is required each and every time a Probation Officer isarmed in accordance with this policy, as follows:
1. A Report of Carrying a Firearm (form 20-902. A) will be completed by the requesting Probation Officer prior to each authorized carrying of a firearm other than for practice or qualification. Each officer shall file the report with his or her immediate supervisor;
2. A line entry must be made in the Weapons and Ammunition Log (form 

2° 902.16B) each time a firearm and/or ammunition is issued;
3. Regional Administrator shall periodically review the recordsi .ained by the District Supervisors in accordance with 1. and 2. 

above;

©

i



E f fe c t i v e  Date: 86 -8 -15 Index # : 902 .16 Page 5 o f  7
Subject: USE OF FIREARMS, RESTRAINTS AND OTHER FORCE

4. The officer who draws or discharges a firearm for any reason in 
the line o' duty, other than during practice or qualification, 
shall immediately submit a written Report of Firearm Discharge in 
memorandum format describing the circumstances of the discharge 
or show of force; and shall prepare the Special Incident Report 
(form 20-104.01) in accordance with 104.01, Special Incident 
Reporting. The Reports must be routed through the officer's 
immediate supervisor to the Regional Administrator;

5. In the event of firearm display or discharge per 4. above, the 
Regional Director in coordination with the Regional Administrator 
shall appoint a three member panel to review the circumstances of the incident. This panel will include the Regional Administrator acting as chairperson; and

6. The officer who discharges a firearm under the circumstances 
described under 4. above may be granted administrative leave as 
is appropriate to the circumstances at the discretion of the 
Regional Administrator.

C. Use of Firearms:
1. Issued firearms will be carried under the officer's control and 

out of sight at all times, except when in use;
2. Firearms carried by officers will be loaded at all times. All 

customary firearms safety precautions will be continuously practiced;
3. A Probation Officer is not authorized to carry a firearm while 

traceable quantities of any behavior altering substance is in the bloodstream;
4. The use of firearms is justified only when the Probation Officer reasonably believes the use or show of deadly force is necessary 

for defense of self or others against death or serious physical injury during the lawful discharge of official duties;
5. Warning shots are only justified under the deadly force circumstances outlined under D. below. Warning shots pose a 

hazard to innocent parties and when and where they are applied as 
a show of force should be aimed to minimize the threat to persons;

6. Firing at a fleeing person is not permissible except as outlined under D.l. below; and
7. The authority t.o carry firearms carries with it an obligation and responsibility to exercise discipline, restraint and good judgment in their use.



E f fe c t ive  Date: 86 -8 -15  Index §: 902 .16 Page 6 o f  7
Subject: USE OF FIREARMS, RESTRAINTS AND OTHER FORCE

D. Use of Force and/or Restraints:
1. Deadly force may be used as a last resort to prevent the loss of

life and may be applied only upon a reasonable belief that death 
or serious physical injury is imminent. Deadly force may be usedas a last resort to apprehend a fleeing felon only if the 
Probation Officer has z reasonable belief, based upon 
circumstances at the time, that the felon's escape will endanger 
life or inflict serious physical injury unless arrested without delay;

2. Non-deadly force may be applied under circumstances of self 
defense, arrest and to prevent injury to the Probation Officer or 
others and to stop a fleeing felon and may include the 
application of restraints;

3. Excessive force is never justified in the application of force byProbation Officers; and
4. Restraint Application:

a. Restraint equipment will be applied under all circumstances 
of arrest;b. Restraints may be vised as a precautionary measure against escape of an offender under escort for any purpose;

c. Restraints may be used to prevent self-mutilation, injury to 
others or property damage when other reasonable methods of 
control have been tried and have failed; andd. Restraints may be used to immediately gain control of a 
violent or dangerous situation.

E. Firearms, Equipment and Aircnunition:
1. The Department will provide authorized firearms, ammunition and 

equipment for all officers authorized to use them in accordance 
with this policy as outlined under A. above;

2. Firearms holsters and ammunition carriers will be provided by the Department. Officers may not provide nor utilize personal firearms, holsters or other weapons in the conduct of official business; and
3. Only authorized ammunition will be used in Department firearms.

F. Firearms Security:
1. Firearms and ammunition which are not in the possession of a

qualified officer are to be secured in either a safe or file cabinet with a secure lock. A desk with a lock is not sufficient security;



Effective Date: 86-8-15 Index §: 902.16 Page 7 of 7
Subject: USE OF FIREARMS, RESTRAINTS AND OTHER FORCE

2. The District Supervisor in each office having firearms assigned 
shall maintain the arms not in use in a secure container with 
controlled access; and

3. The Regional Administrator may authorize suitable firearms andammunition storage for District Offices requiring such to be in 
conformance with this policy.

G. Inventory:
An inventory of firearms and ammunition will be conducted annually by 
the District Supervisor in accordance with 302.06, Inventory'Control.

H. Training and Certification:
Training and certification in the use of firearms, restraints andother force will be accomplished in accordance with 401.04, Training For Specialized Groups of Employees, and 401.08, Firearms and Arrest Training For Probation Officers.

VII. IMPLEMENTATION:
This policy and procedure is effective as of the date signed by the
Commissioner. Each Manager shall incorporate the contents of this document 
into local policy and procedure with 14 days. All local policies and procedures must conform to the contents of this document and any deviation 
from the contents of this document must be approved in writing by the
Commissioner or designee.

Forms applicable to this Policy. INDEX if: 909.16A & B and 104.01
FORMS/A - Report of Carrying Firearm 

B - Weapons and Ammunition Log .01 - Special Incident Report



February 1, 1990

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear S ir ,
I  have been adv ised th a t you and o th e r members o f you r Committee are 

re v iew in g a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs which would 
p la ce P roba tio n O ff ic e r s  under the Peace O f f ic e r Retirem ent System. I  am 
a P ro b a tio n O f f ic e r a t H ila n d Mountain C o rre c tio n a l Center and would ask 
you fo r your support on th is  e f f o r t .

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r s  have been members o f the Peace', ( ffice rs R e t ir e ­

ment program s ince 1975. I  work on a d a i ly  bas is s ide by s id e w ith  those 
o f f ic e r s .  I  come fa ce to  face on a d a i ly  bas is w ith  more fe lo n s than any 
Law Enforcement O f f ic e r sees in  a month (they are on the re t ire m e n t program, 
as w e ll! !!).

I  would app re c ia te you r suppo rtin g th is  B i l l  and remembering us when i t  
comes up fo r a vo te on the f lo o r .  Thank you fo r your c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th is  
le t t e r  and th is  m a tte r.

S in ce re ly ,

Rick Toenies, POII 

Hiland Mtn. Corr. Ctr. r&-. 56 34 

2 ■  7 - H a  -  H£S
PO Box 600
Eagle R v., AK 99577



February £8, 1330

Richard E. C o ll uni 
P. □. Box 32761 
Juneau, A laska 33803

Hon. Pat Pourchot 
A laska S ta te Senate 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, A laska 33811 

Dear Sen. P ou rcho t:

Thank you fo r schedu lin g SB 348 fo r  a hea ring in  S ta te A f fa i r s  on March 7, 
1330. Th is is  an ex trem e ly im portan t p ie ce o f le g is la t io n  th a t has the suppo rt 
o f th e Alaska Peace O f f ic e r s  A sso c ia tio n , A laska P roba tio n Paro le A sso c ia tio n 
and the Alaska Board o f Paro le.

P roba tio n o f f ic e r s  a re c u r re n t ly  th e o n ly  group o f employees sub jec t to th e  
P o lic e  Standards (AS 18.65.242) th a t are not inc luded in  the d e f in i t io n  o f
"peace o f f ic e r "  acco rd ing to  As 33.35.680(28). Th is le g is la t io n  w i l l r e c t i f y  
th a t in e q u ity . P roba tion/Paro le O f f ic e r s  face the same standards, the same
dangers and th e same s tre sse s as a c o r r e c t io n a l o f f i c e r  and supe rv ise the same
c l ie n te le .

W ith in  the la s t few years P roba tion O f f ic e r Jim K o re n ic k i was firebombed, in  
h is  home, in  Kenai by a p roba tione r. Jim was burned se ve re ly and h o s p ita l is e d  
fo r a good pe riod o f tim e. Not so long ago P roba tio n O f f ic e r James W h itt in g to n  
had the window shot out o f h is car w h ile  d r iv in g  to  work. P roba tion O f f ic e r 
Bob C o ll in s  had a p ro ba tio n e r shoo t a t h is  o f f ic e  windows. Many o th e r
p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  have fr ig h te n in g  expe riences to  t e l l .  A l l o f us have had t o  
dea l w ith  th re a ts  upon ou rse lves and ou r fa m ilie s . A recen t a ud it re p o r t 
in d ic a te s  the average p ro ba tio n o f f i c e r  la s ts  le ss then fo u r years.

I would app re c ia ted your support. 1' w i l l  a tte nd the March 7, 1330 hearing and 
would be glad to  answer any que s tio n s o r he lp to  f in d  the answers to  any 
ques tio n s you may have in  th is  m atte r. Thank you aga in fo r your e f fo r t s  in  ou r 
regard .



Senator Pourchot (larch 8,1950
Chairmen
SenateStateAffairs 
Sox V
Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear Sir:

We at Cook inlet Pretrial Correctional Facility would like to thank you anc other members of 
your committee for your prompt and favorable consideration of S.8.345., moving probation 
officers into the Peace Of ficerRetlrement System. This legislation Is of vital importance to us 
in our continued effort toward3buildingeprofess1onwhichwill not only enhance the welfare 
of the people of alaska out Insure that those individuals entering our industry ore of highmcrai 
cheracterand capable of providing effective service in a highly stressful work environment,

Respectfully Yours,

Doug Webb, Probation Officer

Barton Penny, Probation Officer



Feb ru a ry  28, 1990

Sena to r  Pat P o u rc h o t
C h a i rm an  -  S ta te  A f f a i r s  Commit tee
P . O .  B o x  V
Ju ne a u ,  A la s k a  99811

RE: SB 348

Dear- S e n a to r  P o u r c h o t :

We u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  w i l l  soon be h a v i n g  a Commit te  H e a r in g  on SB 348 
and  those  o f  us in the  P r o b a t i o n / P a r o l e  f i e l d  w a n t  to t h a n k  you  f o r  
y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b iM .

I have  enc losed  a c o p y  of  the A l a s k a  P roba t  i o n /P a ro le  O f f i c e r ' s  
A ssoc ia t ion  Pos i t ion  Paper on the B i l l .  P e rha p s  you  w o u ld  h ave  t ime to 
r e v ie w  i t  p r i o r  to the  h e a r i n g .  I f  n o t ,  I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  t e s t im o n y  wi l l  
b r i n g  o u t  most  of  t h e  f a c to r s  in t h e  Pos i t ion  P ap e r .  O u r  bas ic  po in t  is 
th a t  P ro b a t io n  O f f i c e r s  c o n t i n u a l l y  f u n c t i o n  as Peace O f f i c e r s .  The  job 
is v e r y  s t r e s s f u l ,  v e r y  haza rdous  a n d  because o f  t h i s ,  20 Yea>- 
R e t i re m e n t  for- these  f o l k s  is a v e r y  nee ded  t h i n g .

We c e r t a i n l y  hope y o u  and  y o u r  C o m m i t te e  w i l l  t h i n k  f a v o r a b l y  about  
t h i s  L e g i s l a t i o n ,  l i s te n  to o u r  t e s t im o n y  a n d  v o te  a due  pass on SB 348. 
A g a in ,  th a n k  yo u  v e r y  much f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  the  h e a r i n g .  T h i s  b i l l ,  as 
y o u  may k n o w ,  has a l r e a d y  passed t h r o u g h  the  House and  is w a i t in g  
f o r  a f l o o r  vo te  t h e r e .  It  has t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  Senate  HESS 
Commit tee  as w e l l .  We are  v e r y  h o p e f u l  t h a t  y o u r  Commit tee  w i l l  t rea t  
the  B i l l  e q u a l l y  f a v o r a b l y .

C h ie f  P r o b a t io n  O f f i c e r  
S ou th ea s t  P r o b a t io n /P a r o le
S ou th ea s t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A laska  P r o b a t i o n / P a r o l e  A ssoc ia t io n  

C C :  S en a to r  Jim D u n ca n



A L A S K A  P R O B A T I O N / P A R O L E  A S S O C I A T I O N  P O S I T I O N  PAPER

T h e  A l a s k a  P r o b a t i o n / P a r o l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  

S e n a t o r  D u n c a n ' s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  make 

p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .  

C u r r e n t  e m p lo y e e s  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  b u y i n g  i n t o  t h e  Peace 

O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .  N ew  e m p lo y e e s  h i r e d  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  

R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .  R e q u i r i n g  c u r r e n t  e m p lo y e e s  to  " b u y  i n "  w i l l  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  f u n d .

I t  is t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t ,  in o r d e r  to  a t t r a c t  and  

r e t a i n  q u a l i f i e d  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  e n c o u r a g e  c a r e e r  a d v a n c e m e n t ,  a n d  

f a i r l y  c o m p e n s a t e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  m e n ta l  s t r e s s  

o f  t h e i r  job  d u t i e s ,  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  in  t h e  Peace 

O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .  T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c o m m e n t a r y  in s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  01 .  1 0 . 0 6 0 ( 6 )  d e f i n e s  " p e a c e  o f f i c e r "  as f o l l o w s :  

" 'P ea ce  o f f i c e r '  m eans  a n y  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ,  m e m b e rs  of  

th e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  o f  a n y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  o r  b o r o u g h .  U n i t e d  S ta te s  

m a r s h a l s ,  a n d  t h e i r  d e p u t i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  w h o s e  d u t y  i t  is to 

e n f o r c e  a n d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c  p e a c e ; . "  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e

1 1 . 8 1 , 9 0 0 ( 3 8 )  d e f i n e s  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  as " . . .  a p u b l i c  s e r v a n t  v e s t e d  b y  

law w i t h  a d u t y  to  m a i n t a i n  p u b l i c  o r d e r  o r  t o  m ake  a r r e s t s  w h e t h e r



t h e  d u t y  e x t e n d s  to a l l  o f f e n s e s  o r  is l i m i t e d  to a s p e c i f i c  c la s s  of  

o f f e n s e s  o r  o f f e n d e r s . "  In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  

r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  p r o b a t i o n  a n d  p a r o l e  w o r k  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

c la s s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  p r o v i d e :  " P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  

i n v e s t i g a t e  cases  o f  p a r o l e  o r  p r o b a t i o n  v i o l a t o r s ,  c o m p i l e  e v i d e n c e  

r e q u i r e d  to  e f f e c t  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  p a r o l e e  o r  p r o b a t i o n e r ,  a n d  

a p p r e h e n d  v i o l a t o r s  f o r  r e t u r n  to  c u s t o d y . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  c l a s s  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  " C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  local  

a n d  s t a t e  p o l i c e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c i a l s  in t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  

o f  p a r o le e s  a n d  p r o b a t i o n e r s , "  a n d  " m a i n t a i n s  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  a t  

o f f i c e  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  v i s i t s  w i t h  p a r o l e e s  a n d  p r o b a t i o n e r s ,  to  a s s i s t  

them  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  o f  soc ia l  r e a d j u s t m e n t . "  In s i m p l e r  l a n g u a g e ,  

p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r r e s t  s u s p e c t e d  p r o b a t i o n  a n d  p a r o l e  v i o l a t o r s ,  

ta k e  them to t h e  ja i l  a n d  bo ok  th e m  i n t o  ja i l  in e x a c t l y  t h e  same 

m a n n e r  as a n y  o t h e r  peace  o f f i c e r .  L i k e w i s e ,  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a re  

r e q u i r e d  to  meet  p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o l e e s  in th e  f i e l d ,  o f t e n  at  th e  

p r o b a t i o n e r ' s  o r  p a r o l e e ' s  r e s i d e n c e  u n d e r  t e n s e  a n d  h o s t i l e  

s i t u a t i o n s .  P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  s e a r c h  p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  

p a r o le e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c e s  a n d  a u to m o b i l e s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

d r u g s ,  s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y ,  w e a p o n s ,  e t c .  S om et im es  a r r e s t s  a n d  

s e a r c h e s  a re  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  o t h e r  peace  o f f i c e r s .

When t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  a n d  s o c i e t y  r e q u i r e  i t ,  

p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  to  c a r r y  w e a p o n s  w h e n  m a k i n g  

a r r e s t s ,  home v i s i t s ,  a n d  s e a r c h e s .  In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  jo b  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  

s e r v i c e  in o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d



r e a d j u s t m e n t  to  s o c i e t y  o f  f e l o n y  o f f e n d e r s  c e r t a i n l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  

m a . n t e n a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  o r d e r .  P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  a l s o  a u t h o r i z e d  to 

e x e c u t e  j u d g e - i s s u e d  a r r e s t  w a r r a n t s  p e r  A . S . 3 3 . 0 5 . 0 7 0  and  

A . S . 2 2 . 1 5 . 2 1 C ,  P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  

C o u r t  u n d e r  A . S . 3 3 . 0 5 . 0 3 0 .

P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a lso  v /o rk  in i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o u n s e l i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  

c l a s s i f y i n g  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  c u s t o d y  a n d  t r e a t m t  i t ,  a n d  o t h e r w i s e  

s u p e r v i s i n g  p r i s o n e r s .  T h e y  w o r k  d i r e c t l y  b e s i d e  c o r r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s  

a n d  a r e  e x p o s e d  to  e x a c t l y  t h e  same r i s k  o f  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  a n d  t h e  

same m e n ta l  s t r e s s  as c o r r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s .  7 A A C 6 0 .  1 95(e )  i n c l u d e s  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  in t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c o r r e c t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l "  a l o n g  w i t h  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s ,  a s s i s t a n t  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  e t c .  a n d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e y  c o m p le t e  s i m i l a r  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  meet  t h e  same r i g o r o u s  p h y s i c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  

c o r r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  Peace O f f i c e r s  

R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  as d e s c r i b e d  in A . S . 3 9 . 3 5 , 6 8 0 ( 2 7 )  ( C ) . I t  seems 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n f a i r  t h a t  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  w h o  w o r k  in t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  s h o u l d  be  d e n i e d  t h e  same c o v e r a g e  in the 

r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  as t h e  o t h e r  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  w o r k  in  e x a c t l y  th e  

same a re a  a n d  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  same r i s k  a n d  s t r e s s .

F ie ld  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  can t r a n s f e r  i n t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  

j o b s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  can  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  f i e l d  p r o b a t i o n  

job s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  

s eek  p r o m o t i o n  to  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r .  I t  w o u ld



g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e  e f f e c t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  m a n a g e m e n t  in the

p r o b a t i o n / p a r o l e  f i e l d  i f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a f f  a n d  f i e l d  s t a f f  c o u l d  make  

l a t e r a l  t r a n s f e r s  a n d  s eek  p r o m o t i o n s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to  f e a r  loss of  

r e t i r e m e n t  s t a t u s . In s h o r t ,  a c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  h a s  i t ,  a p r o b a t i o n  

o f f i c e r  does  n o t .

F e d e r a l  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  in A l a s k a  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Peace 

O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .  A  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  local  

p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  t h e i r  

p r o b a t i o n  a n d  p a r o l e  o f f i c e r s  be  m e m b e rs  o f  t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  

R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m  o r  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  to  j o in  t h e  Peace . O f f i c e r s  

R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .  A  r e c e n t  s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  

P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t w e n t y - s i x  o t h e r  s t a t e s  d e f i n e  t h e i r  

p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  as "p e a ce  o f f i c e r s "  a n d  t h a t  t h i r t y - s i x  s t a t e s  

r e q u i r e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  to  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  a r r e s t s .

T h e r e  is n o  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  r e n d e r  s e r v i c e  to t h e  

s t a t e  t h a t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  p la c e s  t h e m  in h a z a r d o u s  s i t u a t i o n s .  P h y s i c a l  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  is to  be  e x p e c t e d .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  p e o p l e  lose t h e i r  

p h y s i c a l  v i g o r  a n d  s t r e n g t h  w i t h  age is a s e l f - e v i d e n t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  

T h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  p e r s o n  w i t h  jobs  t h a t  

h a v e  th e s e  d e m a n d s  b e f o r e  t h e y  p as s  t h e  a ge  w h e r e  t h e y  m a y  become 

a m o re  l i k e l y  t a r g e t  f o r  a s s a u l t  b y  an o f f e n d e r .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  s t r e s s  

o c c a s io n e d  b y  t h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  v i o l e n c e  to t h e  

p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  a n d  t h r e a t s  t o  h i s  f a m i l y  a r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  to  t h o s e  

e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  s h o u l d  be  t r e a t e d  in  t h e  same way



F i n a l l y ,  A d u l t  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  P o l i ce  S t a n d a r d s  

C o u n c i l  b y  v i r t u e  o f  r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  o n l y  em p lo yee  

c la s s  o f  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  u n d e r  t h e  c o u n c i l  w h o  d o  n o t  r e c e i v e  peace 

o f f i c e r  r e t i r e m e n t .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  goa ls  and  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  the  

G o v e r n o r .  So l o n g  as p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  d i s c h a r g e  

peace  o f f i c e r  f u n c t i o n s ,  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  s h o u l d  r e f l e c t  t h a t  

f a c t .

P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  a r e  v i t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  -  as a r e  o t h e r  Peace 

O f f i c e r s  -  a b o u t  t h e  r a m p a n t  d r u g  use  t a k i n g  p la c e  in t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  

o f  A l a s k a .  In  t h e  v /ar  on d r u g s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  is

o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n .  When i t  comes  to  f u n d i n g  t h e  PO is o f t e n

o v e r l o o k e d .  M o r e  a n d  m ore  cases  e t c . ,  e t c .  B u t  b e y o n d  t h a t ,  i t  

s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  an e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  P r o b a t i o n  

O f f i c e r ' s  c a s e s  a r e  d r u g  r e l a t e d .  T h e s e  cases  c a n  be v e r y  

h a z a r d o u s .  T h e r e  is o f t e n  a g r e a t  dea l  o f  m o n e y  i n v o l v e d  a n d  in 

m a n y  cases  -  g u n s .

T h e  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  c o n f i s c a t e d  g u n s  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h e r n  D i s t r i c t  

P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  f i r e a r m s  s e i z e d  t h r o u g h  d r u g  

r e l a t e d  c r i m e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  t h r e a t s  made  on t h e  l i v e s  o f  P r o b a t i o n  

O f f i c e r s  a r e  d r u g  r e l a t e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  s i m p l y  

d o i n g  h i s / h e r  j o b  in a r r e s t i n g  o r  r e a r r e s t i n g  some d o p e  d e a l e r .  T h e  

job  is h a z a r d o u s  a n d  s t r e s s f u l .  R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Peace O f f i c e r  s t a t u s  

f o r  r e t i r e m e n t  p u r p o s e  is a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  s t e p  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  can 

t a k e  to  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  nee d  to  c o m p e n s a t e  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s

o f  w o r k  p r o t e c t i n g  s o c i e t y .



A L A S K A  P R O B A T I O N  a n d  P A R O L E  A S S O C I A T I O N  

F A C T  S H E E T

1. P R O B A T I O N  O F F I C E R S  a r e  P E A C E  O F F I C E R S  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  A S  

1 1 . 8 1 . 9 0 0  ( 3 8 ) .

2 .  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t r a n s p o r t  

f e l o n s  i n  c u s t o d y ,  c o n d u c t  s e a r c h e s  a n d  m a k e  a r r e s t s

w i t h o u t  w a r r a n t s .

3 .  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e y  d e a l  

e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  f e l o n s  i n  c o m m u n i t y  p l a c e m e n t .

4 .  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  e m p l o y e e  c l a s s  o f  P e a c e  

O f f i c e r  u n d e r  t h e  P o l i c e  S t a n d a r d s  C o u n c i l  w h o  a r e  n o t  

i n c l u d e d  i n  P e a c e  O f f i c e r  r e t i r e m e n t .

5 .  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  a r e  r o u t i n e l y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  

s t r e s s  a n d  d a n g e r  t h a t  o t h e r  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  a r e  .

6 .  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  a r e  t a s k e d  t o  e n f o r c e  c o u r t  o r d e r s ,  

A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  c l a s s  o f  o f f e r . d e r s -

F e l o n s .

7 .  I n  a  s e n s e  o f  f a i r n e s s  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  P r o b a t i o n  

O f f i c e r s  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  P e a c e  O f f i c e r  

R e t i r e m e n t .



DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
SOUTHCENTRAL REGION OFFICE

R E C E I V E D  D E C  1 t
D e c e m b e r  11, 1989

Th e H o n o r a b l e  J i m  D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  St at e L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V
J un eau , A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 3 1 0 0  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  l e t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  in 
the P e a c e  O f f i c e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  P r o g r a m .

O u r  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  o f t e n  a s k  a b o u t .the l o g i c  that  i n­
cl u d e s  C o r r e c t i o n a l  O f f i c e r s  in the t w e n t y - y e a r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  b u t 
n o t  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s .  I h a v e  to a d m i t  that I do n o t  see the 
logic. P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  s u p e r v i s e  o f f e n d e r s  a l o n g s i d e  C o r r e c­
tiona l O f f i c e r s  in the i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  in e v e r y  i m a g i n a b l e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e  o u t s i d e  the i n s t i t u t i o n s .  W h e n  a P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  
finds an  o f f e n d e r  in v i o l a t i o n  o f  the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t he ir  p r o ­
ba t i o n  or pa ro le,  t h e y  m a k e  a r r e s t s  a n d  r e t u r n  the o f f e n d e r  to 
the i n s t i t u t i o n .  It is s t r e s s f u l ,  h a z a r d o u s ,  d a n g e r o u s  duty.

2200 EAST 42ND AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99508-5202 
PHONE: (907) 561-4426

H a v i n g  C o r r e c t i o n a l  O f f i c e r s  in P e a c e  O f f i c e r s '  R e t i r e m e n t  
b u t  n o t  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  p u t s  a c hi ll  on  o u r  e f f o r t s  to p r o m o t e  
C o r r e c t i o n a l  O f f i c e r s  to P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  b e c a u s e  th e y are 
s l o w  to le ave t he ir  t w e n t y - y e a r  r e t i r e m e n t .

I d i s c u s s e d  al l of  this in the G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  d u r i n g  m y  
f i r s t  y e a r  as C o m m i s s i o n e r .  B e c a u s e  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  is i n t e n t  
on  h o l d i n g  d o w n  the S t a t e  o p e r a t i n g  bu d g e t ,  w e  d e c i d e d  n o t  to 
i n t r o d u c e  the l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  of  R e t i r e m e n t  and  
B e n e f i t s  e s t i m a t e s  that i n c l u d i n g  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  w o u l d  c o s t

B e n & G h  f i ' s c n u  /[it,
B e c a u s e  of  this b u d g e t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  b e c a u s e  P r o b a t i o n  

O f f i c e r s  are the n e x t  l o g i c a l  se ri e s  to i n c lu de , I w o u l d  t h in k 
P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  w o u l d  c o m e  b e f o r e  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  w h o  h a v e  
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i nma tes .



The Ho n or ab le  J im Du ncan 
December 11, 1989 
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I continue to a pp re ci at e  your interest in the Depart m en t of
Corrections and thank y o u  for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to comment on this 
i s s u e .

isan H u m p h r e y - B a r n e t t  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

SHBrdlh
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A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n , i n c
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Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1599
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'.O. Box 240106 • Anchorage, A K  99324-0106 • (907)376-3481

February 16, 1990

The Honorable Senator Jim Duncan 
P. O. B ox  V
Juneau, A laska 99811  

Dear Senator Duncan,

The A laska Peace O ff icers  A ssoc ia t ion , Inc. 
supports  Senate  B i l l  3 4 8  w h ich  grants 
probation  o ff ice rs  status as peace o ff icers  
under the p u b l ic  em p loy ee s ' re t irem en t  
sy s tem .

W e  believe that P roba tion  O ff ice rs  are a 
d ed ic a te d  and p r o f e s s io n a l  g roup  w ho  
encounter the same type o f  dangers as do 
peace officers. Probation Officers work hand 
in hand with law enforcement to maintain 
order and enforce the law when probationers 
do not abide. For these reasons Probation  
O ff ice rs  shou ld  be entitled to the same 
retirement system . W e  app rec ia te  you r  
insight and your representation in sponsoring 
this bill on behalf o f  our fellow officers.

S incere ly ,

Shirley A . Warner 
P re s id en t

Pe te rsbu rg  
Scotl Eddy



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O R R E C T I O N S  /  ALASKA BOARD OF PAROLE
/  P.O. BOX T

/  JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-2000
B O A R D  O F  PAROLE /  PHONE: (907) 46S-3384

February 27, 1990

Honorable Jim Duncan 
Alaska State Senate 
Room 119 Capitol Building 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: Senate Bill 348
Dear Senator Duncan:
The members of the Alaska Parole Board would like to take this opportunity to
commend you for the introduction & the support of Senate Bill 348. We strongly
support this legislation. ,
As you know, the members & staff of the Parole Board work daily with the 
probation/parole officers around Alaska. We are aware of the physical danger, 
emotional stress, threats and intimidation they are subject to on a regular 
basis. I understand ample testimony has been provided to legislative 
committees so the members understand the hazards probation/parole officers are 
faced with. Probation/parole officers are peace officers & have the authority 
to arrest without a warrant. They interact daily with the same felons arrested 
by police officers & supervised by correctional officers in our correctional 
facilities.
The probation/parole officer's role has become more community protection 
oriented in recent years, making the job more hazardous and stressful. We
believe the minimal funding necessary to put probation/parole officers under
the 20 year retirement is fully justified and long past due.
We greatly appreciate your support in strengthening the criminal justice system 
in Alaska.

ABP/rs
cc: Co-Sponsors

20-08LH



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senator Jim Duncan 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99S11

Dear Senator B u r n e r

I w ould like to [e: you know of my support fo r your proposed 
leg is la tion  w h ic fy  w ou ld  inc lude probation  o ffice rs  under the  r*a tus  
of peace officers fo r re tirem ent in the Pubic Em ployees Retirem ent 
System . I w ould be very interested in receiving more inform ation 
perta in ing  to th is  proposed leg is la tion , inc lud ing in form ation 
relating to the cost of adding these em ployees to PERS.

Please let me know  if there is anything I can do to help w ith this 
proposal on the House side.

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s

R E C

t ' R E

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  F r a n  U l m e r  

November 13, 1989

District 4B — Juneau 
P.O. BOX V • Juneau. Alaska 99811-3100 « (907) 465-4947



jUlasfka g>tate Heafelature
COMMITTEES: P.O . BOX 1441 

WRANGELL, ALASKA 9S929 
(907) 874-2316MEMBER

RULES
COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 
WESTERN STATES LEGISLATIVE

P.O. BOX V 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-4905FORESTRY TASK FORCE
FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE 

DEC House o f &epresentattbes
RO B IN  L. TAYLOR 

M IN O R ITY  LEADER

N o v e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 8 9

K e i t h  S t e l l ,  S o u t h e a s t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

A l a s k a  P r o b a t i o n / P a r o l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

1 7 0 2 5  G l a c i e r  H w y .

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  K e i t h ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w r i t i n g  t o  m e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  P e a c e  O f f i c e r  

R e t i r e m e n t  s t a t u s .  I a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  1 0 0 % ,  w e  a r e  l o n g  

o v e r d u e  f o r  a  b i l l  g r a n t i n g  P e a c e  O f f i c e r  R e t i r e m e n t  s t a t u s  

t o  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s .  I w i l l  b e  m o r e  t h a n  h a p p y  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I f  t h e r e  

i s  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  I m a y  d o  t o  a s s i s t  y o u ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  

h e s i t a t e  t o  l e t  m e  k n o w .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r  

R L T / s j w



M i k e  M i l l e r  
B o x  21494, J u n e a u ,  A K  9980.1 

5 8 6 - 3 0 6 7

Hon. J i m  D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  S t a te  S e n a t e  
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 81 1

F e b r u a r y  6, 1990

I w o u l d  l i k e  to ta ke  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m m e n d  yo u  for 
i n t r o d u c i n g  SB  348.

You  w i l l  no  d o u b t  r e c a l l  tha t d u r i n g  m y  ti me  in the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  I was, like you, a s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  for the o r i g i n a l  
A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  p r o v i s i o n s  in P E R S  a n d  —  again, 
li k e yo u —  an e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  for the l a te r i n c l u s i o n  of 
c e r t a i n  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s  e m p l o y e e s  in the plan.

I c e r t a i n l y  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  that P r o b a t i o n / P a r o l e  o f f i c e r s  
s h o u l d  a l s o  be  i n c l u d e d  in the P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  that 
t h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  is long o v e r d u e .

As  yo u a r e  aware, s i n c e  m y  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  the H o u s e  I've  
b e e n  a m e m b e r  of the  A l a s k a  P a r o l e  B o a r d  an d  f r o m  m y  p o s i t i o n  on 
th a t  b o a r d  I h a v e  c o m e  to h a v e  a d e e p  and  a b i d i n g  r e s p e c t  for the 
P r o b a t i o n  and P a r o l e  O f f i c e r s  of this  st ate. D e a l i n g  n o w  f i r s t­
ha n d  w i t h  the p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o l e e s  t h e s e  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  are 
r e q u i r e d  to s u p e r v i s e ,  I h a v e  b e c o m e  m o r e  c o n v i n c e d  th a n e v e r  of 
the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of th eir  i n c l u s i o n  in the P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  plan.

L i t e r a l  p h y s i c a l  da n g e r ,  h e a v y  c a s e l o a d s ,  a nd  b u r n o u t  ar e  
o n l y  a few  of the  r e a s o n s  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  s h o u l d  be i nc lu ded . 
(C o nc er ni ng  da n g e r :  J u s t  l a s t  w e e k  the P a r o l e  B o a r d  h ad  b e f o r e
it a re v o k e d  p a r o l e e  w h o  o b t a i n e d  a g u n an d  s h o t  t h r o u g h  the 
w i n d o w s  of w h a t  he t h o u g h t  w a s  the l oc al p r o b a t i o n / p a r o l e  of fi ce.  
He  w a s  u p se t b e c a u s e  the p a r o l e  o f f i c e r  w a s  d o i n g  his job of 
s u p e r v i s i n g .  F o r t u n a t e l y  in t h i s  i ns ta nc e , no one  wa s  in j ur ed .
Bu t  this e x a m p l e  (which, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  is n ot  is olated) g i v e s  you 
s o m e  idea of th e  t y p e  of p e r s o n a l i t y  that  p r o b a t i o n / p a r o l e  
o f f i c e r s  de al  w i t h  on a d a i l y  bas is . H e a v y  c a s e l o a d s  and 
b u r n o u t ,  t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  no t  as d r a m a t i c ,  a r e  l i k e w i s e  s t a n d a r d  
c o n d i t i o n s  of this  type  of w ork . I w o u l d  be g l a d  to g i v e  yo u  
p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  in t h e s e  a r e a s  as we ll,  if you  wish.

A g a i n ,  I c o m m e n d  yo u  an d  y o u r  c o - s p o n s o r s  for i n i t i a t i n g  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  If y o u  fee l it w o u l d  be u se ful , feel free to 
s h a r e  this le t t e r  w i t h  a n y  of y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s .

B e s t  p e r s o n a l  re gar ds .

O n  tt

\
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S enator J im D uncanP.O. Box V Juneau. Alaska 99811-3100(907) 465-4766
A l a s k a  ^ » t a t c  H c g t s i l a t u r e

COMMITTEES: 
Finance 

Vice Chair - 
Health Education 
& Social Services 
Budget & Audit 
Banking & 
Economic 

Development

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: February 14,1990
TO: Senator Pat Pourchot, Chair

Senate StWe Affairs Committee
FROM: Senato^^^raFuncan
SUBJECT: Senate Bill 348, granting probation officers peace officer status.

I request that you schedule Senate Bill 348, which will grant 
probation officers peace officer status in the Public Employees' Retirement 
System. I believe the nature of the duties and responsibilities of probation 
officers are such that they should be included in the 20 year and out 
system.

Field probation officers deal directly with felons in an uncontrolled 
environment while institutional probation officers perform evaluation and 
counseling in prison settings. Correctional officers who work side-by-side 
with institutional probation officers are classified as peace officers. When a 
correctional officer is promoted to a probation officer position, they must 
move from peace officer classification into the regular Public Employees' 
Retirement System. I feel in the interest of equity, we should act promptly 
to place probation officers in the 20 and out system.

There has been a considerable amount of support from Probation 
Officers throughout the State for passage of this legislation. I would 
appreciate the opportunity for a limited teleconference on the bill when it is 
scheduled.

Your favorable consideration of this request will be appreciated. 
Attachments

D istrict C



0 l a s f f e a  i s > t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e

COMMITTEES:
T T-'k Finance

S e n a t o r  J im  D u n c a n  vice chair -
Health Education

P.O. Box V Ju n e a u , A laska 99811-3100 a Social Services
Budget & Audit

(907)465-4766 Banking*
Economic

Development

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: January 11,1990
*

TO: Senator Paul Fischer, Chair
Senate F^lth, Education & Social Services Committee

FROM: SenatorjH^jTuncafr-
SUBJECT: Senate Bill 348, granting probation officers peace officer status.

I request that you schedule Senate Bill 348, which will grant 
probation officers peace officer status in the Public Employees' Retirement System. I believe the nature of the duties and responsibilities of probation 
officers are such that they should be included in the 20 year and out 
system.

Field probation officers deal directly with felons in an uncontrolled 
environment while institutional probation officers perform evaluation and 
counseling in prison settings. Correctional officers who work side-by-side 
with institutional probation officers are classified as peace officers. When a 
correctional officer is promoted to a probation officer position, they must 
move from peace officer classification into the regular Public Employees' 
Retirement System. I feel in the interest of equity, we should act promptly 
to place probation officers in the 20 and out system.

Your favorable consideration of this request will be appreciated.
Attachments

D istrict C



I R E C E i V c u  0 0 1  I  i j38£.

October 23, 1989

S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  
P. 0. Box V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 3 1 0 0  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n :

G r e a t  n e w s  h a s  D e e n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  u s  of t h e  j o b  w e l l  p e r f o r m e d  m  y o u r  
r e c e n t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a b i l l  r e c o g n i z i n g  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s  b e  

i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  t h e  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t .  Y o u r  work, s u p p o r t  a n d
a c t i o n  on o u r  b e h a l f  is g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  C o n t a c t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  
our S t a t e  S e n a t o r  a n d  H o u s e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a ,  r e q u e s t i n g  
t h e y  s u p p o r t  o r  c o - s p o n s o r  y o u r  bill.

A g a i n ,  S e n a t o r ,  g r e a t  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  r e c e n t  w o r k  a n d  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a u l  P. S m i t h  
P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  III

D o n a l d  L. C o n s t a n t i n e  
P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  II

r

P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  II P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  I



N o v e m b e r  8 ,  1989

S e n a t o r  Jim D u n c a n  
A T T N :  R o x a n n e  
PO B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  R o x a n n e :

Le w  Reece  i n d i c a t e d  to  me t h e  o t h e r  d a y  t h a t  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n  w o u l d  be 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  some o f  t h e  d a y  to  d a y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  in 
t e r m s  o f  t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t .  L e t  me g i v e  y o u  some e x a m p le s  
o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  r e c e n t l y .  In m y  o w n  c a s e ,  j u s t  a f e w  
d a y s  a g o  I a s s i s t e d  B o b  C o l l i n s  in  a r r e s t i n g  a m u r d e r e r  we h a v e  on 
p a r o l e .  I t  w as  a f a i r l y  r o u t i n e  a r r e s t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  g u y  
was  a d a n g e r o u s  p e r s o n  w h o  g e t s  re a l  d a n g e r o u s  w h e n  he has  b e e n  
d r i n k i n g  a n d  t h a t  is b a s i c a l l y  w h y  we a r r e s t e d  h i m .  I t  is a lw a y s  a 
t o u c h y  s i t u a t i o n  w h e n  y o u  go  to  a r r e s t  one o f  t h e s e  f e l l o w s  w ho  ha s  
v i o l e n t l y  t a k e n  som e one 's  l i f e  in t h e  p a s t  (h e  s t a b b e d  h i s  w i f e  to d e a t h  
w i t h  a l e t t e r  o p e n e r  d u r i n g  o n e  o f  h i s  d r i n k i n g  b o u t s ) .  A t  a n y  r a t e ,  
y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e n  y o u  go  to  a r r e s t  one  o f  t h e s e  g u y s  i f  t h e y  a r e  
a r m e d  o r  n o t .  In t h i s  case  he  w e n t  a lo n g  w i t h  us w i t h o u t  a n y  
p r o b l e m s  a n d  we w e r e  r e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h a t  was t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

I j u s t  g o t  a c a l l  f r o m  S ue  F o r d  in  o u r  S i t k a  P r o o a t i o n  O f f i c e .  S he  
n o t i f i e s  me t h a t  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e  c a r  has  h a d  t h e  t i r e s  s l a s h e d .  She 
d o e s n ' t  k n o w  w h o  d i d  i t  b u t  i t  c o u l d  be a n y  o n e  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  
t h a t  s h e  h a s  s u p e r v i s e d .  S u e ,  b y  t h e  w a y ,  h a s  h a d  s e v e r a l  t h r e a t s  to 
h e r  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r s  s h e  has  w o r k e d  in S i t k a  a n d  w i l l  be f o r w a r d i n g  
a c o p y  to  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n  d e t a i l i n g  t h o s e  t h r e a t s .

E n c lo s e d  w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r  is a t h r e a t e n i n g  l e t t e r  to  P a t t y  B a r n e s ,  o u r  
p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  in K e t c h i k a n .  T h e  l e t t e r  is p o s t m a r k e d  f r o m  S e a t t l e  
on 23 O c t o b e r  1989. T h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  y o u  c a n  r e a d  f o r  
y o u r s e l f  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  f o r  y o u r s e l f  w h a t  i t  m i g h t  m e a n .  A g a i n ,  we 
d o n ' t  k n o w  w h o  s e n t  t h e  l e t t e r  b u t  assum e i t  is so m eone  she  has been  
s u p e r v i s i n g ,  e i t h e r  on p r o b a t i o n  o r  p a r o l e .

F i n a l l y ,  a t t a c h e d  is a s h e e t  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  g u n s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  the  
F a i r b a n k s  P r o b a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  in  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  al l  
o f  t h e  g u n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o v e r e d  b u t  f o r  g r a p h i c  p u r p o s e s  does  
i n c l u d e  m a n y  a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  u s e d  f o r  
h u n t i n g  p u r p o s e s .



Senato r  Jim Duncan
November 8, 1989
Page Two

I h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  to  c o n t a c t  y o u r  o f f i c e  w i t h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  s t r e s s  
lev e l  a n d  t h e  h a z a r d o u s  d u t y  t h a t  we r e a l l y  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n .  T h i s  is 
peace o f f i c e r  w o r k ,  n o  t w o  w a y s  a b o u t  i t  a n d  th - i  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  
s h o u l d  b e  a c c o r d e d  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  Peace O f f i c e r  R e t i r e m e n t .

A g a i n ,  R o x a n n e ,  t h a n k s  to  y o u  a n d  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  w i t h  
t h i s .

iy.

G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

K S : ^ m
c c  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U lm e r  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S w a c k h a m m e r



October 23, 1989

Senator Jim Duncan 
P. 0. Box "V"
Juneau, AK 99811-3800
Dear Senator Duncan,
I am writing this letter to express my appreciation concerning the bill you 
have submitted which would grant probation off-icers- -law •enforcement retirement.
As you are aware, probation officers believe that peace officer retirement 
is long overdue. We will do whatever we can to generate support for the 
bill and trust that you will work vigorously to see that i t  passes.
If there is anything that myself or other probation officers can do to 
assist you in the passage of this b i l l ,  please let us know. Once..again, a 
sincere thanks for sponsoring the bill and for considering the interests of 
state employees. There are many of us who will-.nat forget your efforts ' past and present.

Sincerely,

Curt Geoffrion 
District Supervisor 
Adult Probation 
Kenai



Re: Pe ac e O f f i c e r  R e t i r e m e n t
for P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r s

J a n u a r y  11, 1990
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  "V"
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Duncan:

I am w r i t i n g  r e g a r d i n g  the p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  i n c l u s i o n  in the 
p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  p r o gr am . I have  w o r k e d  as a p r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  in K e t c h i k a n ,  S it k a ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  a nd  K e n a i  for 14 of the 
p a s t  16 yea rs . I h a v e  w o r k e d  in b o t h  f i el d o f f i c e s  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I am c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  as the a s s i s t a n t  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  at L e m o n  C r e e k  C o r r e c t i o n a l  Center.

I ha ve  w o r k e d  wi th  n u m e r o u s  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  the years, 95% of w h o m  
ha v e been c o n v i c t e d  felons. It was  s u g g e s t e d  that I p r o v i d e  you 
w i t h  some s p e c i f i c s  of d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  I' ve  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  in 
as a p r o b a t i o n  office r.  I s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  m a n y  of t hes e e v e n t s  
did not s e e m  u n u s u a l l y  d a n g e r o u s  at the ti m e b u t  in r e t r o s p e c t  
I'm  a m a z e d  t h a t  I and some of m y  c o l l e a g u e s  sur vi v ed .

In K e t c h i k a n  a c l i e n t  c o n v i c t e d  of a s s a u l t  to l d his p s y c h i a t r i s t  
th a t he ' d g i v e n  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t  to g e t t i n g  a m a c h i n e  gun and 
r e t u r n i n g  to m y  of fi c e  to " b l o w  e v e r y o n e  away". The  p s y c h i a t r i s t  
c a l l e d  to w a r n  me to be c a r e f u l  w i t h  this fellow. S h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  the c l i e n t ' s  w i f e  f o un d a note in his p a c k e t  t h a t  she 
fe l t I s h o u l d  k n o w  a b o u t  as it was v e r y  odd  and  a p p e a r e d  to 
t h r e a t e n  h i s  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  life. I ha ve  a t t a c h e d  a c o p y  for 
yo u r review.

In A n c h o r a g e ,  I had a c l i e n t  v e r y  a n g r y  b e c a u s e  a c o n d i t i o n  of 
his p r o b a t i o n  said he w o u l d  h a v e  to see a p s y c h i a t r i s t  for 
trea tm ent . O v e r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  he o b j e c t e d ,  I i n s i s t e d  and 
finally, he c a l m l y  i n d i c a t e d  th a t his las t p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  had 
not  r e q u i r e d  hi m  to see a p s y c h i a t r i s t  so if I i n s i s t e d  he c o u l d  
s i m p l y  get rid of me an d  t h e n  he w o u l d n ' t  have to see a 
p s y c h i a t r i s t .  I did  t r y  to in s ur e t h a t  he u n d e r s t o o d  it d i d n ' t  
w o r k  that way, but this is th e sam e f e l l o w  who d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he 
was  a c r i m i n a l  just b e c a u s e  h e ' d  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of murde r.  He 
fe l t c r i m i n a l s  were  f o l k s  w h o  had stolen, or r o b b e d  banks, etc.
To pu t  this i n c i d e n t  in p e r s p e c t i v e ,  this f e l l o w  b e c a m e  a n g r y  
wi t h the v i c t i m  in his  m u r d e r  case f o l l o w i n g  a v e r b a l  
a l t e r c a t i o n .  He left  the bar, t o o k  a taxi to his  r e s i d e n c e ,  had 
the taxi wait, w h i l e  he e n t e r e d  the h o us e  p i c k e d  up h i s ~ g u n  and 
th e n r e t u r n e d  to the bar. H e c a l l e d  his v i c t i m  o u t s i d e  and shot 
h i m  5 times at c l os e range.



D u r i n g  my t e n u r e  in S i t k a  , m y o f f i c e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  for 
n u m e r o u s  s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  in the o u t l y i n g  area. On one of 
m a n y  trips to A n g o o n  I was d o i n g  f o l l o w  up on a c o m p l a i n t  
r e g a r d i n g  a p r o b a t i o n e r .  It was one of t h o se  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  
the c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  w a n t e d  s o m e t h i n g  done a b o u t  a p r o b l e m  
i nd i v i d u a l  a n d  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m u n i t y  did no t w a n t  
a n y t h i n g  do n e e x c e p t  for me to le ave town. It wa s an o v e r n i g h t  
trip, unarme d, w i t h o u t  b a c k  up. T h a t  e v e n i n g  as I walkect d o w n  
the road w i t h  the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e  a ca r a t t e m p t e d  to run over  
me. If it h a d  not b e e n  for the n u r s e  f l i p p i n g  me in to  the d it ch  
I w o ul d have b e e n  hit. The d r i v e r  wa s  the p r o b l e m  i n d i v i d u a l  I 
had  talked w i t h  e a r l i e r  in the day. He had b e e n  dr in k i n g .

In Ke nai I w o r k e d  in an i n s t i t u t i o n  an d f a c e d  the same h a z a r d s  as 
an y  of the c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s  w o r k i n g  in the fa cil it y.  I can 
p r o v i d e  e x a m p l e s  but I t h i n k  the a t t a c h e d  c o p y  of an i n c i d e n t  
r e p o r t  more c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e s  the h a z a r d  all  s t a f f  face w o r k i n g  
in an i n s t i t u t i o n .  I was  a l s o  in K e n a i  w h e n  a f r i e n d  and f e l l o w  
p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  wa s  fi r e  b o m b e d  in his h o m e  at 3 : 0 0  a.m.. He 
sp en t ab out 3 w e e k s  in th e b u r n  u n i t  at P r o v i d e n c e  H o s p i t a l .  He 
has scars b o t h  p h y s i c a l  an d  m e n t a l  t h a t  wi ll  s t a y  w i t h  h i m  for 
the re st  of h i s  life. He s t a y e d  in p r o b a t i o n  a b o u t  a y e a r  a f t e r  
the bombing, long e n o u g h  to s a y  he w a s h ' t  r u n  off. He has  since 
q ui t and m o v e d  ou t of state. He wa s  a five or six y e a r  e m p l o y e e  
w h e n  he left. The p o l i c e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  on e of his  c l i e n t s  as 
his a s s a i l a n t  h o w e v e r  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  ab le  to charge.

T h e r e  are o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  of c l i e n t s  t h r e a t e n i n g  m y  w e l l - b e i n g  
a n d / o r  that of my  f a m i l y  bu t  e v e r  o t h e r  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  in the 
sta te  can p r o v i d e  s i m i l a r  ex am p l e s .  I w o u l d  h o p e  t h a t  m y  
e x a m p l e s  have  b e e n  ab l e to p o i n t  ou t t h a t  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  w o r k  
w i t h  the same c l i e n t s  as o t h e r  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p er s o n e l .  T h e y  
have  the same p r o b l e m s  a n d e x p e r i e n c e  s i m i l a r  risks. I s t r o n g l y  
s u p p o r t  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  i n c l u s i o n  in the p e a c e  o f f i c e r ' s  
r e t i r e m e n t  p ro gr a m .

If there is a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  I can p r o v i d e  t h a t  w o u l d  h e l p  
as you c o n s i d e r  the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  in the 
p e ac e o f f i c e r  r e t i r e m e n t  syst em,  p l e a s e  feel free to c o n t a c t  me.
I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  suppo rt.

cc: S e n a t o r  A d a m
S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  
S e n a t o r  F i s h e r ,  P 
S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
Rep. S w a c k h a m m e r

f > . 0 . z o z o  S
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A t a p p r o x i m a t e l y  15 00  h o u r s ,  a b o v e  n o t e d  d a t e ,  w h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g  a s e a r c h  
of the b a s e m e n t  a r e a  th is  O f f i c e r  d i s c o v e r e d  the f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  of  c o n t r a ­
b a n d / w e a p o n s  .

I. O n e  p i e c e  of  m e t a l  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two a n d  o n e  h a l f  i n c h e s  w i d e  a n d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two a n d  o n e  h a l f  f e e t  l o n g  f a s h i o n e d  a nd  s h a r p e n e d  i n t o  
a s w o r d  ty pe  knife'. T h i s  i t e m  w a s  l o c a t e d  in the a i r  v e n t  i n the j a n i t o r i a  
c l o s e t  in the b a s e m e n t .  N O T E :  It w a s  n e c e s s a r y  for me to a q u i r e  a s c r e w­
d r i v e r  to g a i n  a c c e s s  to th i s s u s p e c t e d  w e a p o n .

2. O n e  s o d a  p o p  c a n  c o n t a i n i n g  an  u n k n o w n  o i l y  s u b s t a n c e  w i t h  a c l o t h  
r u n n i n g  f r o m  the i n s i d e  o f  th e c a n  to the o u t s i d e .  T h i s  i t e m  is s u s p e c t e d  
to be a f i r e b o m b .  T h e  i t e m  w a s  l o c a t e d  in a v e n t  in the o l d  w e i g h t  r o o m  
in the b a s e m e n t .  T h i s  i t e m  w a s  l o c a t e d  a n d  s e t  up  in a w a y  t h a t  w o u l d  
c a u s e  the l i q u i d  to s p i l l  o n t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  th e p e r s o n  w h o  f o u n d  it u n l e s s ,  
of c o u r s e ,  the p e r s o n  k n e w  e x a c t l y  w h e r e  it w a s  l o c a te d.

3. O n e  w o o d e n  s t i c k  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  f e e t  l o n g  w i t h  r a z o r  b l a d e s  
a t t a c h e d  to the end. T h i s  i t e m  is s u s p e c t e d  to h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  
for u s e  as a w e a p o n .

I t e m  Hi a n d  ft3 a r e  c u r r e n t l y  s e c u r e d  in e v i d e n c e  l o c k e r  111. I t e m  #

d e s t r o y e d  d u e  to the d a n g e r o u s  na tu re -:of the  l i q u i d  T^ v , ^
i ns ide . i 7 —
C O P Y  O F  I N C I D E N T  T O  O F F E N D E R  D/iTE T I M E  <-

2 w a s

1

r
D I S P O S I T I O N  .'These i t e m s  w e r e  no t  f o u n d  d ue  to a r a n­
do m  s ea r c h .  T h e  s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a f t e r  I recie\ 
a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  O f f i c e r  f r o m  h e r  h o m e
i n f o r m i n g  m e  t h a t  sh e  ha d  f o u n d  a n o t e  in h e r  jackel 
from an u n i d e n t i f i e d  i n m a t e  w i t h  the a r e a s  that the: 
items c o u l d  be l o c a t e d .  T h e r e  is r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  

that a t  l e a s t  o n e  additiopftl f i r e b o m b  is in the
b u i l d i n g .

C H A I R M A N
ed

M E M B E R :

KlEMdEft:'

E V I D E N C E  LTPON W H I C H  D E C I S I O N  W A S  MADE:

Y O U  H A V E  A R I G H T  T O  A P P E A L  T H I S  D E C I S I O N  W I T H I N  72 H O U R S .  IN W R I T I N G  TO  T H E  
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T .  D A T E  AN D T I M E  S U B M I T T E D ___________ _ _ _ _ _  TO WHOM

R E V I E W E D  BY S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

FT MAI: C O P Y  T O  O F F E N D E R D A T E T I M E O F F I C E R S  I N I T I A L S
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December 21, 1989 
P.O. Box 917 
Douglas, AK 99824

The Honorable James Duncan 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch "V"
Juneau, Alaska 99811
RE: PEACE OFFICER RETIREMENT FOR PROBATION OFFICERS
Dear Senator Duncan:
It is my understanding that you will be attempting to pass a bill during 
this legislative session which will give Alaskan Probation/Parole Officers 
20 year retirement.
I wish to express my support of this bill and any actions you feel 
appropriate to have i t  passed into law.
I am presently the Superintendent of the Lemon Creek Correctional Center 
and have worked for the Alaskan Corrections system for approximately 14 
years. I have had the privilege of being an institutional probation/parole 
officer at Lemon Creek for several years and a field probation/parole
officer in Bethel Alaska for several years. It is a dangerous job and in
my opinion, deserving of the 20 year retirement. I personally have been in 
numerous situations where I was stranded, due to weather, in small, 
isolated western Alaskan villages for days and had to deal with intoxicated 
felonious probationers shooting firearms or assaulting family members.
Additionally, institutional probation/parole officers deal one hundred
percent of their time with some of Alaska's most dangerous prisoners. If a 
l i s t  were developed outlining several of the prisoners presently 
incarcerated adn their offenses, I believe i t  would underscore the
difficult and dangerous job these professional officers have.
Again, I appreciate your efforts in obtaining 20 years retirement for 
probation/parole officers and recognizing the important role they play in our Criminal Justice System. Thank you.

Sincerely

D. W.^Carothers
DWC/jmg
cc: Representative Swackhammer
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Senator-  Jim D u n c a n  
PO B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

D e a r  Senator-  D u n c a n :

S e n a te  B i l l  348,  w h i c h  p la c e s  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  in t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  
a n d  F i r e m a n ' s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s te m  w i l l  soon  h a v e  a h e a r i n g  in t h e  
S e n a te  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  Soc ia l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e .  I u r g e  y o u  
to  pass  t h i s  b i l l  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a " d u e  p a s s " .  I h o p e  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  b e lo w  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  in d e l i b e r a t i o n s .

P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  d e f i n e d  as Peace O f f i c e r s  in  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e
1 1 . 8 1 . 9 0 0 ( 3 8 ) .  L i k e v / i s e ,  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  th e  
A l a s k a  Po l i ce  S t a n d a r d s  C o u n c i l  A c t  ( A S  1 8 .6 5 .  1 30 ) ,  P r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e r s  can a n d  d o  a r r e s t  p r o b a t i o n e r s  ( A S  3 3 . 0 5 . 0 7 0 )  a n d  p a r o l e e s  
( A S  3 3 , 1 5 . 2 4 0 ) .  P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  e n c o u n t e r  th e  same h a z a r d s  a n d  
s t r e s s e s  as t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  o t h e r  peace  o f f i c e r s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  s o m e t im e s  c a r r y  g u n s  in t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  w o r k  
( D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  P o l i c y  a n d  P r o c e e d u r e  902.  1 6 ) .  P r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e r s  s e a r c h  t h e  p e r s o n s  a n d  r e s i d e n c e s  of  p e o p le  on p r o b a t i o n  a n d  
p a r o l e .  P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  o f t e n  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  in d a n g e r o u s  
s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  t h e y  m a y  be p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  o r  s h o t  d u r i n g  an 
a r r e s t  o r  s e a r c h .

E x a m p le s  f r o m  m y  ow n  e x p e r i e n c e  as a p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n c l u d e  an 
i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  an o f f e n d e r  h i r e d  a p r i v a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  
n o t  o n l y  m y s e l f  b u t  m y  f a m i l y  so t h a t  h e  c o u l d  f i n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  in m y  
b a c k g r o u n d  v / i t h  w h i c h  to  e m b a r r a s s  o r  im peach  me in C o u r t .  
A n o t h e r  p r o b a t i o n e r -  d i d  a "dr  i v e - b y "  s h o o t i n g  a t  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e .  
E a r l i e r  in  the  e v e n i n g  h e  h a d  s h o t  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w s  in an  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  o w n e d  b y  t h e  C h i e f  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  he 
s h o t  o u t  th e  L a w  L i b r a r y  w i n d o w s  o n e  f l o o r  a b o v e  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e  
b y  m i s t a k e  as h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e  was  on  t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  C o u r t  b u i l d i n g .  In a n y  c a s e ,  at a 
h e a r i n g ,  he was  f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h o o t i n g  at  u s .

Whi le  a r r e s t i n g  an o f f e n d e r  a n d  b o o k i n g  h im i n t o  L em o n  C r e e k  
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t e r ,  he becam e e n r a g e d  w h e n  I w o u l d  n o t  a g r e e  to 
re le a s e  h i m .  He a s s a u l t e d  me in t h e  b o o k i n g  room  o f  t h e  p r i s o n .  
L a s t  y e a r ,  i t  was  n e c e s s a r y  to  o b t a i n  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  
Po l ic e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  to  s e r v e  an a r r e s t
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w a r r a n t  on a p r o b a t i o n  v i o l a t o r .  S in c e  h e  w o u l d  n o t  come o u t ,  we 
h a d  to k i c k  d o w n  t h e  door  o f  h i s  t r a i l e r  a n d  e n t e r  w i t h  g u n s  d r a w n .  
T h i s  p r o b a t i o n e r  was  f o u n d  e x t r e m e l y  i n t o x i c a t e d .  A  r i f l e  was w i t h i n  
e a s y  r e a c h .

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o ,  I s e a r c h e d  the  r e s i d e n c e  o f  a p r o b a t i o n e r  and  
f o u n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c o c a in e  a n d  t w o  m a c h i n e  g u n s .  
P r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o l e e s  o f t e n  m a ke  t h r e a t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  
p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a n d  w h i l e  I d o  n o t  t a k e  each  a n d  e v e r y  on e  o f  them 
s e r i o u s l y ,  c u m m u l a t i v e l y  t h e y  cause  a lo t  o f  s t r e s s .

P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to e n t e r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  c e n t e r s  t w o  to 
t h r e e  t im es  p e r  w ee k  in o r d e r  to do  i n t a k e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
p a r o l e  h e a r i n g s ,  a n d  a h o s t  o f  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e  
d i r e c t  f a c e - t o - f a c e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  inm a tes  w h o  a r e  a n g r y  a n d  h o s t i l e .  
Some p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  d o  al l  o f  t h e i r  w o r k  in c o r r e c t i o n a l  c e n t e r s  
a n d  a r e  in c lo s e  p r o x i m i t y  to  i nm a te s  a l l  d a y ,  e v e r y  d a y .  T h e y  w o r k  
r i g h t  n e x t  to c o r r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s  w h o  h a v e  h a d  Peace O f f i c e r  a n d  
F i r e m a n  R e t i r e m e n t  f o r  y e a r s .  T h e  d a n g e r s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  th e s e  
p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r e  e x a c t l y  t h e  same as t h o s e  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  t h e i r  
c o r r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r  a s s o c i a t e s .  T h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  is t h a t  c o r r e c t i o n  
o f f i c e r  h a v e  Peace O f f i c e r  R e t i r e m e n t  a n d  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  d o  n o t .

A l l  o f  o u r  p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o le e s  a r e  f e l o n s .  We d o  n o t  s u p e r v i s e  
m i s d e m e a n a n t s .  S i n c e  we fa c e  th e  same s t r e s s e s  a n d  d a n g e r s  as 
t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  c o r r e c t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  A l a s k a  
S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ,  i t  seems j u s t  t h a t  we be i n c l u d e d  in t h e  Peace O f f i c e r  
R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  g i v i n g  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a i r  m y  v i e w s .  T h e  a b o v e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  is m y  o w n  p o s i t i o n  a n d  m a y  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  the  
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o r r e c t i o n s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p le a s e  d o  not  
h e s i t a t e  to  c o n t a c t  m e .

V e r y  T r u l y  Y o u r s ,

R o b e r t  K .  C o l l i n s
D i s t r i c t  P r o b a t i o n  S u p e r v i s o r
9340 V i e w  D r i v e
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801 
P h o n e :  789 -207 4  ( h )

465 -3180  ( w )

R K C / c m
cc K e i t h  S t e l l ,  C h i e f  P r o b a t i o n O f f i c e r ,  J u n e a u
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S e n a t o r  Jim D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n :

I t h o u g h t  t h a t  a f e w  e x a m p le s  o f  d a n g e r  a n d  s t r e s s  f a c e d  b y  p r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e r s  m i g h t  h e l p  y o u  j u s t i f y  y o u r  B i l l  p u t t i n g  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  
u n d e r  t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .

Some e x a m p le s  f r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n c l u d e  t h r e a t s  made  on m y  l i f e
b y  d a n g e r o u s  p s y c h o p a t h s  l i k e  Wal lace C r e e r  in 1984.  M y  l i f e  was
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  G a r y  N o l t  in  1986 a n d  1987.  M y  f a m i l y  h a s  been  
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  p r o b a t i o n e r  R a n d v  R o d r i g u e s  in 1987. T h e se a re  o n l y  a 

Yew e x a m p l e s .  In a c t u a l i t y ,  m y  l i f e  has  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  m a n y  t im e s  b y  
p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o l e e s  b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I do  n o t  a l w a y s  make  
n o te s  a n d  so w h e n  r e l y i n g  on m y  m e m o r y ,  I c a n ' t  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  
nam es  a n d  d a te s  f r o m  l o n g  a g o .

I w as  a s s a u l t e d  at  Lemon C r e e k  C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t e r  w h e n  I was b o o k i n g  
p r o b a t i o n e r  L a b e r n e  E b o n a  in 1988.  i was a s s a u l t e d  b y  p r o b a t i o n e r  
G a r y  No l t  in 1982.  P r o b a t i o n e r  K en  L a n c a s t e r  d r o v e  b y  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e  a n d  s h o t  at  o u r  w i n d o w s  w i t h  a 12 g a u g e  s h o t g u n  in  1986 o r  
1987.  He h i t  t h e  w i n d o w s  o f  t h e  (aw l i b r a r y  o n e  f l o o r  a b o v e  u s ;
h o w e v e r ,  a t  an a d j u d i c a t i o n  h e a r i n g  t h e  C o u r t  f o u n d  t h a t  M r .  L a n c a s t e r
was a t t e m p t i n g  to  h i t  t h e  w i n d o w s  in t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e .

We r o u t i n e l y  a r r e s t  p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o l e e s  a n d  a r e  e m p o w e r e d  to  do  
so b y  s t a t u t e  ( A S  3 3 . 0 5 . 0 7 0  a n d  33 .  1 6 . 2 4 0 ) .  In  J u l y ,  1987 I 
a c c o m p a n ie d  s e v e r a l  J u n e a u  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  to 
th e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  D a n ie l  T r a p p ,  a p r o b a t i o n  a b s c o n d e r .  M r .  T r a p p  

- ' r e f u s e d  to a n s w e r  o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  come o u t  a n d  s u r r e n d e r .  T h e  
d o o r  was  k i c k e d  d o w n  a n d  we e n t e r e d  w i t h  g u n s  d r a w n .  M r .  T r a p p  
was i n s i d e ,  e x t r e m e l y  i n t o x i c a t e d ,  w i t h  a r i f l e  n o t  f a r  a w a y .  In  1986 I 
s e a r c h e d  th e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  p r o b a t i o n e r  S c o t t  M c G o n e g a l  w h e r e  I f o u n d  
s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c o c a in e  a n d  a 9 mm s u b - m a c h i n e  g u n .  I c o u l d  
c i t e  a n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s .



Senator Jim Duncan
November 2, 1989
Page Two

I am e n c l o s i n g  a c o p y  o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  P o l i c y  a n d  
P r o c e d u r e  902.  16 w h i c h  d e s c r i b e s  th e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  g u n  p o l i c y .  I t  is 
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e v i s e d  to a l low  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  m o re  i n d e p e n d e n t  
d i s c r e t i o n .

J im ,  I h a v e  c a l l e d  a n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  S ta te  
a n d  h a v e  a s k e d  the m  to g i v e  y o u  a f e w  e x a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h o p e f u l l y  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  1 h a v e  
p r o v i d e d  a b o v e .  I f  I can  be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p le a se  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  to c a l l  on me.

V e r y  T r u l y  Y o u r s

R o b e r t  K .  C o l l i n s  
P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  I I I  
Ju n e a u

R K C / c m
E n c l o s u r e
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STEVE COWPIER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O R R E C T I O N S  X
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S e n a to r  Jim D u n c a n  
P . O .  3 ox  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

REPLY TO:

□  JUNEAU PROBATION OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 021224 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-1224 
PHONE: (907) 465-3180

□  KETCHIKA N PROBA TION OFFICE 
ROOM 202, 415 MAIN STREET 
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901-6398 
PHONE: (907) 225-3179

D  SITKA PROBATION OFFICE 
304 LAKE STREET, ROOM 210 
SITKA, ALASKA 99835-7599 
PHONE: (907) 747-6641

D ea r  J im :

C h i e f  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  K e i t h  S t e l l  t e l l s  me t h a t  y o u  a r e  f i l i n g  a b i l l  
w h i c h  w o u l d  p la c e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  u n d e r  t h e  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  
s y s t e m .  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e s e  e f f o r t s .  We h a v e  
been  t r y i n g ,  w i t h o u t  m u ch  s u c c e s s ,  to  g e t  u n d e r  t h e  peace  o f f i c e r s  
r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  f o r  y e a r s .

P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  dea l  o n l y  w i t h  f e l o n s  ( n o  m i s d e m e a n a n t s ) , ,  T h e  f e l o n s  
we deal  w i t h  e v e r y  d a y  a r e  o f t e n  v i o l e n t ,  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  p e o p l e .  
We a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  g o  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  so m e t im e s  ait n i g h t ,  a n d  
a r r e s t  t h e s e  p e o p le  w h e n  t h e y  v i o l a t e  p r o b a t i o n  o r  p a r o l e .  L i k e w i s e ,  
o u r  v e r y  h e a v y  w o r k l o a d s ,  d a n g e r ,  a n d  d e a d l i n e s  im p o se d  b y  t h e  
C o u r t ,  c a u s e  a h i g h  le v e l  o f  s t r e s s  in t h i s  j o b .

A l t h o u g h  I am n o  a c t u a r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  so fe w  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  I c a n n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  i n c l u d i n g  us  in t h e  p eace  o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  
s y s te m  is g o i n g  to  be m o re  t h a n  a " d r o p  in t h e  b u c k e t . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
i t  is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  ( m y s e l f  i n c l u d e d )  a r e  
c e r t a i n l y  w i l l i n g  t o  s h o u l d e r  a s h a r e  o f  a n y  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  t h a t  o u r  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  peace  o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  m i g h t  o c c a s s i o n .

O nce  a g a i n ,  I w i s h  to  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m uc h  f o r  a l l  t h e  h e l p  y o u  h a v e  
g i v e n  us  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  e m p lo y e e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .

B e s t  r e g a r d s ,

R o b e r t  K .  C o l l i n s
D i s t r i c t  P r o b a t i o n  S u p e r v i s o r
J u n e a u

R K C / c m

2 0 0 3 1H
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Senate?* Jim Dune?:; 
Alaska Legislature 
Poiicn V
JUheoU, A): 9:r'Ch: 

Dear Senator Dunce.’.-

Like my fellow Probation Officers, 1 should like to take this opportunity to 
pass along neipt'ul information regarding your bill putting probation officers 
under the Peace Officer Retirement System.

Have worked as a probation officer in Alaska since 1969 in Ketchikan and 
Anchorage, hy degree is in psychology and I first began working with 
criminals at Montana State Prison in i957. Most Criminal Justice Managers 
that I know from across the nation have adopted Peace Officer Retirement 
Programs or ere moving in that direction. Factors of employee stress, risk 
and burnout are paramount ic* this issue.
In Alaska there are, in adult corrections, two basic types of probation 
officers. Those in the '‘field” 'who work with offenders who are on probation 
or parole and "institutional" probation officers who are assigned to 
correctional facilities such as Highland Mountain, Cook Inlet Pretrial 
Facility and Spring Creek located in Seward.

An issue long overlooked is that correctional officers have been in the Peace 
Officer Retirement System since 1975. Institutional Probation Officers 
share the same work place and the same proximity to prisoners as 
correctional officers do every day Risk arid stress factors are the same.

Community Probation Officers are those agents who daily are placed in trie 
position of directing offenders into or away from certain behavior, placing 
restrictions upon them or becoming the authority responsible for the 
offenders loss of freedom when a condition of release has been violated. 
Occasionaliu. for their effort, threats are made against the officer and 
while most ere hollow at best, the officers fear for his welfare and 
associated stress is no less greater. Here are some examples of threats



iriaoe cCja’it'ij . ' r

1972: Father of a person i placed in custody threatens to Kill me Hi k  
■stopped at a iocat air charier service in Ketchikan. He is intoxicated and 
has a rifle in his posessicrs.
1977 km callea at my office by a house parent at the local childrens home 
and asked to help with a problem involving two male residents Upon my 
arrival at the childrens home i learned that the two male residents had 
attempted to set up an ambush. It was planned that as I walked in the door i 
would be struck with metal tubs removed from bunk beds.
1974: I travel by charter plane to kletlakatla, on Annette island near 
Ketchikan to arrest a client. I locate him at his parents home and advise 
that I'm placing him under arrest and taking him back to Ketchikan. He 
wants to know if he can pack some clothing in the next room. Permission is 
granted and a few moments later he is heard loading a high powered rifle. 
After a few minutes of despirate pleading by his mother and this writer he 
puts the weapon down.
1976: An adult female person is shot by a high powered rifle in Ketchikan. 
The shooter called me at home soon afterwards and advised that he wanted 
to see me. He adrnitts to shooting the woman but says he no longer has the 
weapon. 1 know from experience that ihis person does not like me so after 
advising him that I wil l meet him at a local hotel where he has a room I 
contact the local police department. The police subsequently go to the hotel 
and make an arrest. The person in question still has the rifle in his 
possession ana advised police that he was going to shoot me.
1979: Disgruntled client threatens to kill me and members of my family 
when he is released from prison.

There have been other threats made against me throughout the years but this 
should give uou some idea of what I have had to occasionally put up with. No 
threat has ever been carried out but the fear and stress of same to me arid 
my wife has been real none the less.

No one can last in this business for thirty years and remain productive. 
Alaska is unable to attract competent employees because there are few 
incentives for them. And when they are hired they don't tend to stay very 
long. An example of this is the Anchorage Probation office. In the last 
twenty-four months there has been a 90S turnover in line officers, it takes 
two years to train a probation officer. Frequently employees wil l quit 
before training is complete.
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T h a n k srq You in  A d v a n c e

Barton Penny 
4561 Sandy Beach Dr 
Anchorage, Ak. 99502 
243-7686
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P.O. Box 33938 
Juneau, AK 99803 
January 11, 1990

\

The Honorable Jim Duncan 
Alaska Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Senator Duncan,
I was employed as a Probation Officer II by the Dept, of Corrections from 
February, 1978 through June, 1980 and by the Division of Family and Youth 
Services from July, 1980 through June, 1984. After years of receiving 
threatening phone calls and physical confrontations while with my family, 
and two serious attempts on my life, I quit probation. I am currently 
employed at Lemon Creek Correctional Center as a Correctional Officer III, 
monitoring Compliance with the "Cleary" court order.
From 1978 through 1980, I was the lead Probation Officer at Lemon Creek. 
Arnold Bradley, an inmate on my case load, was released from custody the 
summer of 1978. Prior to release, he vowed to beat me to a "bloody pulp" 
if he saw me on the streets. This was based on an earlier recommendation I 
had made to the Parole Board in which I described Bradley as being an 
extremely poor candidate for parole. While stopping at a local store with 
my wife, I encountered Bradley in the parking lot. He was intoxicated and 
extremely abusive, making a number of threats to me and my wife. While I 
was verbally fencing with him, my wife went to our car, removed a .357 I 
had received permission to carry, and pointed i t  at Bradley.
In February, 1980, Inmate Donny Hendrix, a very emotionally disturbed 
inmate with a long history of arsons committed against authority figures in 
his l ife, threatened to burn down my house. He cited my residence address, 
my wife's name, employer and work hours and the names of my children and 
their day care provider. About one month after his release, I saw Hendrix 
lurking about the neighborhood and contacted the Troopers. Hendrix 
admitted that he was "spying" on me, but denied any wrong doing. Shortly 
after he was arrested for, among other things, terroristic threats against 
Chief Prosecutor Dan Hickey. Hendrix had been talking about bombing the 
Attorney General's office because of some alleged wrong doing committed by Mr. Hickey.
In 1980, I switched to Juvenile Probation Field Services in Juneau, a move 
akin to going from the frying pan to the fire. Over the next four years, I 
was wounded when a female probationer threw a Chinese Flying Star at me 
while I was attempting to arrest her; I was assaulted at the Juneau 
Receiving Home by a drunken probationer; assaulted in my office by an irate 
16 year old who outweighed me by 30 pounds; hit with numchucks twice; and 
almost thrown over the second floor railing of the Court Building while 
trying to stop a distraught parent from jumping over the railing to the foyer below.



September, 1982, I disarmed a 17 year old 
Police Department had conducted a day long 
probationer, R.R., had been given a suspended ' 
in the year. After several months, his behavf 
boy's foster parent told him that I would be ar 
which would mostly likely lead to a stay at McLt..' 
decided that if he killed his probation officer, 
wouldn't have to go to McLaughlin. He proceeded 
home, stealing a .44 magnum pistol with 40 rounds of 
saying that after he killed me, he would return to kill the 
I literally ran into R.R. at Foodland, bumping into him 
store. He had the 
collided with him.

prcbetioner after the Juneau 
^arch for him. The 

tional order earlier 
deteriorated and the 
his wrong behavior,

. Youth Center. R.R. 
in this case me, he 

to ransack his foster 
ammo, then left a note 

foster parent, 
as I left the 

pistol in his pants and was attempting to draw i t  when I

I "retired" in June, 1984, a victim of burnout. At that time I was 
effectively working seven days a week, sixteen hours a day. I was 
constantly receiving crisis calls from probationers, their parents, the 
Receiving Home or from JPD/AST to assist in juvenile arrests. The 
"retirement" was brief. I continued to receive calls and have threats made 
against me. In October, I was informed that R.R. had been released from 
McLaughlin and returned to Juneau. Shortly after his return, he attempted 
to purchase a firearm, telling several peers that he was going to finish the job he had started with me.
In January, 1985, I sustained a broken jaw, broken nose, broken ribs and 
lost 2 teeth when assaulted downtown by a group of four or five former 
clients. The basis for this assault was nothing more than revenge for acts 
I had committed in an official capacity while working as a Probation Officer.
I actually feel safer and more secure as a Correctiona Officer than I ever 
did as a Probation Officer. Prisoners, as a rule, are less hostile and 
more accepting of supervision than probationers. Probationers tend to 
focus their anger at the P.O. rather than the nebulous "system" that 
prisoners express their anger towards. Also, a probation officer deals 
with the same people that a correctional officer does, but the P.O. is 
usually one on one, whereas in a correctional setting, there are always a 
number of staff on hand to diffuse any disturbance or disagreement.
I have long argued that Probation Officers face the same dangers and 
stresses that police and correctional officers do. \r  arp^strongly in 
support of including probation officers in the Peace Offrcer /Retirement Program.

Since,

y /  ,

Anderson

NLA/jmg
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O R R E C T I O N S

R E C E ! V E 8 c& b? r1

S e n a t o r  Jim D u n c a n  
P . O .  B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

REPLY TO:
□  JU N EA U  P R O B A T IO N  O F F IC E  

P .O . B O X  021224 
JUNEAU , A LASKA  99802-1224 
P H O N E : (907) 465-3180

□  K E T C H IK A N  P R O B A T IO N  O F F IC E  
R O O M  202, 415 M A IN  S T R E E T  
K ETCH IK A N , A LASKA  99901-6398 
P H O N E : (907) 225-3179

□  S ITKA  P R O B A T IO N  O F F IC E  
304 L A K E  STR EET , R O O M  210 
S ITKA , ALASKA  99835-7599 
P H O N E : (907) 747-6641

D e a r  J im :

C h i e f  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  K e i t h  S te l l  t e l l s  me t h a t  y o u  a r e  f i l i n g  a b i l l  
w h i c h  w o u l d  p la c e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  u n d e r  t h e  peace  o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  
s y s t e m .  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e s e  e f f o r t s .  We h a v e  
be en  t r y i n g ,  w i t h o u t  m uc h  s u c c e s s ,  to  g e t  u n d e r  t h e  peace  o f f i c e r s  
r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  f o r  y e a r s .

P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  d ea l  o n l y  w i t h  f e l o n s  ( n o  m i s d e m e a n a n t s ) .  T h e  f e l o n s  
we deal  w i t h  e v e r y  d a y  a r e  o f t e n  v i o l e n t ,  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  p e o p l e .  
We a r e  r e q u i r e d  to  g o  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  somet imes  at  n i g h t ,  a n d  
a r r e s t  th e s e  p e o p le  w h e n  t h e y  v i o l a t e  p r o b a t i o n  o r  p a r o l e .  L i k e w i s e ,  
o u r  v e r y  h e a v y  w o r k l o a d s ,  d a n g e r ,  a n d  d e a d l i n e s  im pos ed  b y  t h e  
C o u r t ,  cause  a h i g h  le v e l  o f  s t r e s s  in t h i s  j o b .

A l t h o u g h  I am no  a c t u a r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  so f e w  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  I c a n n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  i n c l u d i n g  u s  in t h e  peace o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  
s y s te m  is g o i n g  to  be m o re  t h a n  a " d r o p  in t h e  b u c k e t . "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
i t  is m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  ( m y s e l f  i n c l u d e d )  a r e  
c e r t a i n l y  w i l l i n g  to  s h o u l d e r  a s h a r e  o f  a n y  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  t h a t  o u r  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  peace  o f f i c e r s  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s te m  m i g h t  o c c a s s i o n .

O nce  a g a i n ,  I w i s h  to  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  al l  t h e  h e l p  y o u  h a v e  
g i v e n  us  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  e m p lo y e e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .

B e s t  r e g a r d s .

R o b e r t  K .  C o l l i n s
D i s t r i c t  P r o b a t i o n  S u p e r v i s o r
J u n e a u

R K C / c m

; voum
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November 2, 1989

S e n a to r  Jim D u n c a n  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Po u ch  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ea r  S e n a to r  D u n c a n :

I t h o u g h t  t h a t  a f e w  e x a m p le s  o f  c l a n g e r  a n d  s t r e s s  f a c e d  b y  p r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e r s  m i g h t  h e l p  y o u  j u s t i f y  y o u r  B i l l  p u t t i n g  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  
u n d e r  t h e  Peace O f f i c e r s  R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m .

Some e x a m p le s  f r o m  m y  ow n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n c l u d e  t h r e a t s  made  on m y  l i f e  
b y  d a n g e r o u s  p s y c h o p a t h s  l i k e  Wal lace C r e e r  in 1984. M y  l i f e  was 
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  G a r y  N o l t  in 1986 a n d  1987.  M y  f a m i l y  h a s  b e e n  
t h r e a t e n e d  h y  p r o b a t i o n e r  R a n d v  R o d r i g u e s  in 1987. T h e se a re  o n l y  a 

- t e w "  E x a m p l e s .  In a c t u a l i t y ,  m y  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  m a n y  t im e s  b y  
p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o le e s  b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I d o  n o t  a l w a y s  m a k e  
n o te s  a n d  so w h e n  r e l y i n g  on m y  m e m o r y ,  I c a n ' t  a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  
names  a n d  d a te s  f r o m  l o n g  a g o .

I was a s s a u l t e d  a t  Lem on  C r e e k  C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t e r  w h e n  I was b o o k i n g  
p r o b a t i o n e r  L a b e r n e  Ebo na  in  1988.  I was a s s a u l t e d  b y  p r o b a t i o n e r  
G a r y  N o l t  in 1982. P r o b a t i o n e r  K e n  L a n c a s t e r  d r o v e  b y  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e  a n d  s h o t  a t  o u r  w i n d o w s  w i t h  a 12 g a u g e  s h o t g u n  in  1986 o r  
1987. He h i t  t h e  w i n d o w s  o f  t h e  law  l i b r a r y  one  f l o o r  a b o v e  u s ;  
h o w e v e r ,  at  an a d j u d i c a t i o n  h e a r i n g  t h e  C o u r t  f o u n d  t h a t  M r .  L a n c a s t e r  
was a t t e m p t i n g  to  h i t  t h e  w i n d o w s  in  t h e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e .

We r o u t i n e l y  a r r e s t  p r o b a t i o n e r s  a n d  p a r o l e e s  a n d  a re  e m p o w e r e d  to  do  
so b y  s t a t u t e  ( A S  3 3 . 0 5 . 0 7 0  a n d  33 .  1 6 . 2 4 0 ) .  In  J u l y ,  1987 I 
a c c o m p a n ie d  s e v e r a l  J u n e a u  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  A l a s k a  S ta t e  T r o o p e r s  to 
t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  D an ie l  T r a p p ,  a p r o b a t i o n  a b s c o n d e r .  M r .  T r a p p  

- ' r e f u s e d  to  a n s w e r  o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  come o u t  a n d  s u r r e n d e r .  T h e  
d o e r  was k i c k e d  d o w n  and  we e n t e r e d  w i t h  g u n s  d r a w n .  M r .  T r a p p  
was i n s i d e ,  e x t r e m e l y  i n t o x i c a t e d ,  w i t h  a r i f l e  no t  f a r  a w a y .  In  1986 I 
s e a r c h e d  the  r e s i d e n c e  o f  p r o b a t i o n e r  S c o t t  M c G on ega l  w h e r e  I f o u n d  
s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c o c a in e  a n d  a 9 mm s u b - m a c h i n e  g u n .  I c o u l d  
c i t e  a n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s .



Senator Jim Duncan
November 2, 1989
Page Two

I am e n c l o s i n g  a c o p y  o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  P o l i c y  a n d  
P r o c e d u r e  902.  16 w h i c h  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  g u n  p o l i c y .  I t  is 
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e v i s e d  to a l l ow  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  m o re  i n d e p e n d e n t  
d i s c r e t i o n .

J im ,  I h a v e  c a l l e d  a n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  p r o b a t i o n  r / f i c e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  S t a t e  
a n d  h a v e  a s k e d  them  to g i v e  y o u  a f e w  e x a m p le s  f r o m  t h e i r  ow n  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  h o p e f u l l y  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I h a v e  
p r o v i d e d  a b o v e .  I f  ' can be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p le a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  to c a l l  on me.

V e r y  T r u l y  Y o u r s ,

R o b e r t  K .  C o l l i n s  
P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  I I I  
J u n e a u

R K C / c m
E n c l o s u r e
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Sen. Jim Duncan 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811-3100

November 21, 1989

Dear Jim

I am writing this letter to add my support tto the bill you will be 
submitting this legislative session that would place Probation Officers 
under the 20 years retirement plan.

I have been with the Department of Corrections for approximately 21 years 
now. Four of those years has been as a Probation Officer assigned to the 
Lemon Creek Correctional Center. During my time at this facility 3s a 
Probation Officer I was exposed to the same dangers that Correctional Officers 
faced. As an institutional Probation Officer I have prepared many many 
reports that have resulted in inmates not getting out on parole. I have 
been required to qualify with weapons. I have had to pick up inmates on work 
furlough that had violated rules.

It should be noted that Probation Officers do have seme power of arrest. It 
should be understood that Probation Officers face physical injury or death 
when attempting to arrest Parole/Probation violators that do not want to 
return to jail. Passage of this bill will of course make me eligible to 
retire. It will , I believe, save the State money down the road. There are 
many employees that would take advantage of the retirement that have lots 
of years in and are well up on the pay scale. The State of Alaska could 
hire replacements for those people for I would think one third the cost.

Thank you for your support in this matter

Yours Truly



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman., S ta te  A f fa ir s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t you and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  under the  Peace O ffi.c e r.R e tire m e n t System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rrec tiona l.' O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am tho ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e i r  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P roba tion  O ff ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e ir  d a i ly  bus iness .

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R etirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  suppo rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r



S enator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f f a i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi 11 sponsored by Senator. Jjm .Duncan and o th e rs  w inch 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e r s  under the  P eace-O ffice r- R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l. O f f ic e r ,  i work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m il ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the  same work e n v iro n m e n t as I do ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  the 

course  o f  th e i r  d a i ly  bus iness .

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  nave been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s .  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O ff ic e r



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman., S ta te  A f fa ir s  

Pouch U

Juneau., Ak. 93811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t you and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by Senator, Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O ff ic e r -R e tire m e n t System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rrec tiona l.' O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  va rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  Gn a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f 

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I do ana 

a re  r * iu i r e d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the  inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the

course o f  th e i r  d a i ly  business.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  nave been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program

s in ce  1375. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I

th e re fo re  suppo rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman., S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, flk . 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f f a i r s  Committee 

are  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f i c e r s  under the Peace O f f i : e r  R e tirem en t System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  Rs a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r .  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f 

c r im in a I o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a I f a c i I i  t ie s  as we11 as in  the communitu. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share  the  same work environnm ent as I do ana 

are  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the  inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course  o f  t h e i r  d a i lu  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r s  have been members o f  the Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in c e  I9~5. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  ! 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  uou and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by S enator Jim Duncan and o tn e rs  which 

would o lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the  Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem en t System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  i work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share  the sqme work environnm ent as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  business.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R e tirem en t program 

s in ce  1075. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o rre c tio n a l, o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  t h is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

Correctional Officer



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman., S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch V

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  wnich 

would p lace  P roba tion  O ff ic e rs  under the P e a c e -O ffic e r R etirem ent System, I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my sup p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l. O ff ic e r ,.  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am tho ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  both  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I do ana 

are re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f t h e ir  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s .  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

Correctional Officer



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa ir s  

Pouch U

Juneau, flk . 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am aduised th a t you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the  Peace O f f ic e r  R etirem ent System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  th is  B i l l ,  fls a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am tho ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e i r  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  both  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the same work e n v iro n m e n t as I do ana 

are  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  the

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r s  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R etirem ent program

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I

th e re fo re  sup p o rt passage o f  t h is  B i l l .

Thank m g-you in  advance



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch 0

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

i am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa ir s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i ! I sponsored by Senator; Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  under the Peace O ff  i.cer .Retirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f fe r  my su p p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l. O f f ic e r ,  I work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am tho ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

In s t i t u t io n a l  P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  share the  same work environnm ent as I do ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the  inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e ir  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O ff ic e rs  have been members o f  the Peace O f f ic e rs  R etirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance



Senator P ourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

P-Aich U

Juneau, Ak. 9?c' 11 

Dear S ir :

I am aduised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by S enator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem en t System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  i work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e i r  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n a e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a ' lu  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  s u p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r

. w>.



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pcuch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i ! I sponsored by S enator .Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem en t System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  t h is  B i l l ,  fls  a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  i work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t.e s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

In s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  share  the  same work e n v iro n m e n t as I do ana 

are re q u ire d  to  assume the some p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  the  i r  da i I u  bus i ness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau., Ak. $9811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i i i  sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the  Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  ana r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I do ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  i9~5. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  i 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  t h is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance



■Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, fik. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator. Jim .Duncar and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the  P e a c e -O ffic e r R e tirem ent System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l: O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as "‘e l l  as in  the community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share  the same work environnm ent as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  I9T5. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Hk. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem ent System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  th is  B i l l ,  fls a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  ana I am tho rough ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I do ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  business.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1973. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  t h is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

Correctional Officer



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 9S811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by Senator Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the  Peace O f f ic e r  R etirem ent System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share  the  same work environnm ent as I do ana 

are  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  i 

th e re fo re  sup p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

Correctional Officer



Senator Pourchot 

Chairmen. S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 9S011 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i I I  sponsored by S enator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the  Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my sup p o rt o f  th is  B i l l ,  fls a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u tie s  and re s p o n s ib i1 5 t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i tu t io n a l  P ro o a tio n  O ff ic e rs  share the sqme work environnm ent as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  th e ir  d a i ly  business.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  nave been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

Correctional Officer



S enator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am aduised th a t you and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator. Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the  Peace-'O ffi.c e r-.fie tire m e n t System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my suppo rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l. O f f ic e r ,  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  both  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  share the  same work environnm ent as I do ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the  inmate p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  the 

course o f  th e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R etirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  i 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman., S ta te  A f fa ir s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 95811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by S enator Jim.Duncan and o th e rs  wmch 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the  P e a c e -O ffic e r R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l. O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f 

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the same work e n v iro n m e n t as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the  

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S i r :

I am a d v is e *  th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are p re s e n t ly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O f f ic e r  R etirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a r io u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am tho rough ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e i r  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the  sa.me work e n v iro n m e n t as I do ana 

are  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i lu  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O ff ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s ince  i9~5. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o rre c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  t h is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

Correctional Officer



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 9S8H 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by S enator Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the P e a c e -O ffic e r R etirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  ana I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the  community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the  same work environnm ent as I do ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r s  have been members o f  the Peace O f f ic e rs  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r



Senator Pourchot 

Chair man.. S ta te  A f fa ir s  

Pouch U

Juneau., ftk. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a Bi11 sponsored by Senator Jim.Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O ffi.ce r-.R e tirem en t System. I 

should l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l ,  fls  a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r .  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  both  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as w e ll as in  the community. 

In s t i tu t io n a l  P roba tion  O f f ic e rs  share the same work environnm ent as I do ana 

are re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  business.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e rs  R etirem ent program 

s ince  1975. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w ith  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s .  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  t h is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S ir :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

are  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the Peace O f f ic e r  R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e r ,  l work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i ly  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  fa m i l ia r  

w ith  t h e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f 

c r im in a l o ffe n a e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as wel l  as in  the community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the  same work environnm ent as I do ana 

are re q u ire s  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the  inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R e tirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w i t h  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance

;• •• '



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear S i r :

I am advised th a t you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim  Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  under the P eace 'O ff i.ce r .R etirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l i k e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  th is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l! O ff ic e r . ,  I work 

w ith  v a rio u s  p ro b a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i l y  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  f a m i l i a r  

w ith  th e i r  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as we l l  as in the  community. 

I n s t i t u t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  share the  same work environnm ent as I do and 

are  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the 

course o f  th e ir  d a i l y  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o '  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R e tirem en t program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  work hand in  hand w i t h  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I 

th e re fo re  suppo rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  A f fa i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811

Dear S i r :

I am advised th a t  you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f fa i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by Senator Jim Duncan and o th e rs  wmch 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the P eace 'O ffice r- R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l i k e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l.' O f f ic e r ,  I work 

w i t h  v a rio u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f ic e r s  on a d a i l y  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  th e ir  d u t ie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the c o n tro l and management o f  

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as wel l  as in  the community. 

In s t i tu t io n a l  P ro b a tio n  O ff ic e rs  share  the same work environnm ent as I do ana 

are  re q u ire d  to  assume the same p ro x im ity  to  the inmate p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  the 

course o f  th e i r  d a i l y  bus iness.

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O f f ic e r s  R etirem ent program 

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  work hand in  hand w i t h  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  i 

th e re fo re  su p p o rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking uou in  advance



Senator Pourchot 

Chairman, S ta te  f i t ' f a i r s  

Pouch U

Juneau.. Ak. 99$ 11 

Dear S i r :

I am advised th a t you and o th e r  members o f  the  Senate S ta te  A f f a i r s  Committee 

a re  p re s e n tly  re v ie w in g  a B i l l  sponsored by S ena to r Jim Duncan and o th e rs  which 

would p lace  P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e rs  under the Peace O f f i c e r  R e tirem ent System. I 

shou ld  l i k e  to  o f f e r  my su p p o rt o f  t h is  B i l l .  As a C o rre c tio n a l O ff ic e r ,,  i work 

w i t h  v a r io u s  p ro o a tio n  o f f i c e r s  on a d a i l y  b a s is  and I am th o ro u g h ly  f a m i l i a r  

w i t h  th e i r  d u tie s  and r e s p o n s ib i I i t ie s  re g a rd in g  the  c o n tro l and management o f 

c r im in a l o ffe n d e rs  bo th  in  c o r re c t io n a l f a c i l i t i e s  as wel l  as in the community. 

In s t i t u t io n a l  P ro o a tio n  O f f ic e r s  share the sqme work e n v iro n m e n t as I ao ana 

a re  re q u ire d  to  assume the  same p ro x im ity  to  the  inmate p o p u la tio n  d u r in g  the

course o f  t h e ir  d a i l y  bus iness .

C o rre c tio n a l O f f ic e rs  have been members o f  the  Peace O ff ic e rs  R etirem ent program

s in ce  1975. P ro b a tio n  O f f ic e r s  work hand in  hand w i t h  c o r re c t io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  I

th e re fo re  suppo rt passage o f  th is  B i l l .

Thanking you in  advance
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POSITION PAPER 

SENATE BILL NO. 348

For an Act entitled: "An Act g r a n t i n g  pr o ba ti on  officers
status as p e a c e  officers u nd er  the p ub li c employees' 
retirement system; an d p r o v i d i n g  for an e f fective date."

This bill w o u l d  a m e n d  the d e f i n i t i o n  of "peace officer" in 
Title 39 to inc lu de  p ro ba ti on  officers and w ou ld  permit 
p r o b at io n  officers to retire a ft e r t w e n t y  (20) years service.

Pr ob at io n officers em pl o y e d  on t h e  e ff ective date of the act 
could claim p r i o r  years of p r o b a t i o n  offic er  service as peace 
officers for the p u r p o s e  of c r e d i t e d  service. Pr ob at io n 
officers cl aiming this retr oa ct iv e service w o u l d  accrue an 
indebtedness to the retirement s y st em  equal to the d ifference 
b e t we en  their actual e m p l oy ee  c o n t ri bu ti on  and the 
contribution w h i c h  th e y wo ul d  hav e m a d e  at the p ea c e officer 
rate.

No d is tinction is m a d e  betv/een juvenile and adult p r o b a t i o n  
o f f i c e r s .

BACKGROUND

For most state e m p l oy ee s the P ub li c  Emp lo ye e  Retire me nt  System 
(PERS) provides for normal retirem en t  at age 55 or 30 years 
service if hi re d b e f o r e  July 1, 1986 a nd at. age 60 or 30 years 
service if h ir ed  a ft er  June 30, 1986.

Em ployees defin ed  as "peace officers" or fire fighters are 
eligible to retire with normal b e n ef it s after 20 years of 
service without r e g a r d  to age. PER S regula ti o ns  and Title 39 
define "peace officer" as an emp lo ye e of a p o lice ag ency or 
other governmental organization wh o has p r i ma ry  r e s p o n s ib il it y 
for "the p r e v e n t i o n  and d e t e c t i o n  of crime and the e nforcement 
of the fish a nd game, penal, tra ff ic  or h i g h w a y  laws of the 
state...". This special retirement p l a n  for peace officers 
was e n a c t e d  in 1960 in r ec og ni ti on  of the dangers a nd stress 
r e la te d to the p e r f o r m a n c e  of pe ac e officer duties and the 
n ee d for persons p e r f o r m i n g  p e a c e  o f f i ce r  functions to be 
p h y s i c a l l y  and m e n t a l l y  fit. Peace officers are e n c o u r a g e d  
to retire be fore the inevitable loss of the phy si c al  and 
e motional stamina r e q u i r e d  for p e a k  performance.



retirement plan has bee n e x p a n d e d  to include other job 
c l as si fications w i t h  the same c h a ra ct er is ti c s as the original 
g r o u p  of eligible positions. Fir e  fighters, fire chiefs, 
special officers c om mi s s i o n e d  by the state troopers, 
c orr ec ti on al  o fficers and c o rr ec t i o n a l  s uperintendents have 
no w been included in addition to t he or iginal group of police 
officers, state t roopers and p o l i c e  chiefs.

C o rr ec ti o na l of ficers and c o r re ct io na l s up er i nt en de nt s became 
t he first justice s ys te m em p loyees to pa rt ic i p a t e  as "peace 
officers" who were not in the t r a di t io na l law enforcement 
category. Failure t o  also inclu de  p r o b a t i o n  officers, youth 
c ounselors e m p lo y ed  at juvenile c o rr ec ti on al  institutions and 
y o u t h  facility su pe ri n t e n d e n t s  in t h e  p e ac e o f f ic e r retirement 
s y st em  has r e s u l t e d  in an i nequity between similar job 
c lassifications in the justice system. The job
c haracteristics of law en forcement powers, danger, stress, and 
t he need for p h y s i c a l  and em ot i on al  fitness w h ic h justified ■ 
inclusion of corr ec ti on al  offi ce r s a n d  correctional 
superintendents are p r e s e n t  to an equal or gre at er  degree with 

juvenile and adult p r o b a t i o n  officers, youth counselors and 
y o u t h  facility superintendents. The same can be said for 
social workers a s s i g n e d  to p e r f o r m  ch il d p r o t e c t i o n  service 
(CPS) work. These e mp loyees p e r f o r m  some of t h e  most 
stressful and d an gerous work e n f o r c i n g  child p r o t e c t i o n  laws 
of all justice s y s t e m  employees e n f o r c i n g  state laws.

The disparate t r e a tm en t of these job classes wit h respect to 
20 year retirement demor al iz es  th e ineligi bl e employees and 
reduces the benefits to the e m p l o y i n g  agency of an es ta bl i s h e d  
p r og re s s i v e  career track. There is little in ce ntive for an 
e mpl oy ee  of eith er  t he adult or j uvenile correctional systems 
to seek pro fe ss i on al  advan ce me nt  t h r o u g h  the p r o b a t i o n  officer 
series, to work in y o u t h  corr ec ti o ns  or to wor k in child 
p ro te c t i o n  rather t h a n  in an adult corre ct i on s institutions.
To do so would d e p r i v e  the e m p l o y e e  of the se curity of a 20 
y ea r retirement option. E m p l o ye es  are drawn down the career 

ladder rather than up.
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Position Paper Pa ge  3
SB 348

H&SS

An agency whose employees are e l i g ib le  for 20 ye ar  peace 
officer retirement p o t e n t i a l l y  accrues a n u m b e r  of 
organizational benefits. R ec r ui t m e n t  and r e t e n t i o n  of a 
skilled, sa t isfied a n d  stable w o r k  force can c o nt ri b u t e  
significantly to a chievement of p u b l i c  service goals. Such 
an agency can more ea sily attract t he most q u a l i f i e d  workers.

Investment in in-service t r a i ni n g a n d  other staff d e v e l o p m e n t  
has c. high p ay off b e c a u s e  em pl oy ee s stay w i t h  the  agency 
longer and use a c qu i r e d  skills and k no wledge for the b e n ef it  
of the organization w h i c h  inv es te d in their development. Ir:. 
turn, reduced t u r n - o v e r  lowers long t e r m  staff d e v e l o p m e n t  
costs and the inevitable losses in p ro du c t i v i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  
associated with i ne xp e r i e n c e d  staff.

DEPARTMENT POSITION

The Department defers to the D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
r egarding the effects of 20 year retir e me nt  on t h e  A l a sk a' s 
retirement a nd ben ef it s system.

However, the depar tm en t  w o u l d  be str o ng ly  opposed to e x p a n d i n g  
eligibility for 20 y e ar  pe ac e o f f ic er  retirement t o  p r o b a t i o n  
officers only, and p ar ti c u l a r l y  if it were re st ri c t e d  to ^ p l y  
only to the newly c r e at ed  adult p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  series. 
Doing so would only c o m po un d t he inequity a l re ad y p r e s en t 
between equivalent justice system job. classes. It w o u l d  also 
create problems for t hi s d ep ar tm e nt  in the r e c r u i t m e n t  a nd 
retention of staff to juvenile p r o b a t i o n  officer, yo ut h 
counselor and social w o r k e r  positions. These p o s i t i o n s  wo ul d 
become the entry point' for persons into state s e rv ic e a n d  the 
training ground for employees who seek the g r e a t e r  b e n e fi t s 
which would be av ailable in the adult co rr ectional system. 
The Department of H e a l t h  an d Social Services w o u l d  b e c o m e  the 
training g round for the D epartment of Corrections.
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If e li gibility for 20 year pe ac e officer retirement is to be 
expanded, it s h o u l d  include not only juvenile and adult 
p r o b a t i o n  officers but also y ou th  counselors, youth facility 
s up er intendents a n d  social workers p e r f o r m i n g  c hild protec ti ve  
service work. A n  effort to eliminate the current inequity 
b e t w e e n  corr ec t io na l officers and p r o b a ti on  officers should 
not introduce an e v e n  grea t er  inequity b e t w e en  similar justice 
s y st em  job classi fi c at io ns  simply bec au s e of the department 
by wh i ch  they are e m p l o y e d

R u s s e l L  Webb, Dir ec t or

D i v i s i o n  of F a mily and Y outh Services

M y r a  Munson 
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Dept, of H e a l t h  and Social Services
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