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M E M O  T O  F I L E  —  F R O M  S A N D R A ,  1 1 / 2 1 / 8 9  
ISSUE: P I O N E E R  H O M E S  A D M I S S I O N S  P R I O R I T Y

S e n i o r s  c a n  b e  b r o k e n  into 3 f i n a n c i a l  c a t e g o r i e s :
1. T h o s e  w h o  a r e  " d e s t i t u t e "  a n d  M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e .
2. T h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  t e c h n i c a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  so c a n ' t  r e c e i v e

M e d i c a i d ,  b u t  w h o s e  i n c o m e  is t o o  l o w  t o  p a y  for n u r s i n g
care.

3. T h o s e  w h o s e  i n c o m e  a l l o w s  t h e m  to  p a y  f o r  n u r s i n g  care.

T h e  c u r r e n t  P i o n e e r s  H o m e  s t a t u t e  g i v e s  a d m i s s i o n s  p r i o r i t y  to  
p e r s o n s  in C a t e g o r y  1. P e r s o n s  in C a t e g o r i e s  2 a n d  3 t y p i c a l l y  
h a v e  t o  w a i t  1-2 y e a r s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  Home. S o m e  p e o p l e  t h i n k  
t h i s  is u n f a i r  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  in C a t e g o r y  1 h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  of  
g o i n g  t o  a p r i v a t e  n u r s i n g  f a c i l i t y  a t  w h i c h  M e d i c a i d  w o u l d  p a y  
t h e i r  fu l l  c o s t  of care. P e o p l e  in C a t e g o r y  2 d o n ' t  h a v e  t h i s  
o p t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  n o t  M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e  a n d  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  to  
p a y  t h e  c o s t  o f  c a r e  t h e m s e l v e s .

P o u r c h o t  a t t e n d e d  a h e a r i n g  o f  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a ' s  S e n i o r  
C o m m i t t e e  a t  w h i c h  B a r b a r a  S i m s  f r o m  O u r  L a d y  o f  C o m p a s s i o n  
p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  p r i o r i t y  b e  c h a n g e d .  B a r b a r a  
B a t h o n y ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P i o n e e r  B e n e f i t s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s u g g e s t e d  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h i s  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  n e e d  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  " d e s t i t u t e  a n d  h a v e  n o  o t h e r  
r e s o u r c e s "  (i.e. d o n ' t  r e c e i v e  M e d i c a i d ) . T h i s  w o u l d  do two 
t h i n g s :

1. P e r s o n s  w h o s e  i n c o m e  is s l i g h t l y  t o o  h i g h  to be
M e d i c a i d - e l i g i b l e  b u t  n o t  h i g h  e n o u g h  t o  pay for c a r e
in a p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t y  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  a d m i s s i o n s  
p r i o r i t y .  Th i s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h i s  g r o u p  of i n d i v i d u a l s  
w h o  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  f i n d i n g  a f f o r d a b l e  care.

2. P e r s o n s  w h o s e  i n c o m e  is l o w  e n o u g h  t o  b e  M e d i c a i d -  
e l i g i b l e  w o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  p r i o r i t y  
list. T h e s e  p e o p l e  c o u l d  b e  c a r e d  f o r  in p r i v a t e  
f a c i l i t i e s  w h i l e  a w a i t i n g  a d m i s s i o n  t o  the P i o n e e r s  
H o m e .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  p r i v a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  b y  
k e e p i n g  b e d s  f i l l e d  (and r e v e n u e  c o m i n g  i n ) .

P O U R C H O T  T H I N K S  T H I S  M A Y  BE W O R T H  P U R S U I N G  A N D  T H A T  S B  248 IS A N
A P P R O P R I A T E  V E H I C L E  F O R  S U C H  A N  A M E N D M E N T .  IF S B  248 IS
S C H E D U L E D  F O R  A  H E A R I N G ,  P L E A S E  B R I N G  T H I S  M E M O  T O  P O U R C H O T ' S  
A T T E N T I O N .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  B a t h o n y  ( 1 1/21/89):
S o m e  P i o n e e r s  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a n y  a d m i s s i o n s  

p r i o r i t y .
T h e  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  (1988?) t o o k  n o  p o s i t i o n  on 

t h i s  issue.
T h e r e  is a c o n c e r n  t h a t  if  t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  s t a t u t e  is o p e n e d  

u p  to  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  1 5 - y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  
r e q u i r e m e n t  m i g h t  b e  in j e o p a r d y .
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A p r i l  5, 1989
t̂ o r  P a t  R d u r c h o t , C h a i r

trj A F f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r

SB 248, R E L A T I N G  T O  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  A D M I S S I O N  TO THE
P i o n e e r s ' H o m e

S e n a t e  B i l l  248, r e l a t i n g  t o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  to 
t h e  P i o n e e r s '  Ho m e s ,  w i l l  a m e n d  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  
P i o n e e r s '  H o m e  s y s t e m  to c l e a r l y  s t a t e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  m u s t  be 65
Y E A R S  O L D  T O  Q U A L I F Y  F O R  A D M I S S I O N .

I  I N T R O D U C E D  SB 248 IN R E S P O N S E  T O  A  R E S O L U T I O N  S P O N S O R E D  B Y
t h e  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  in S e p t e m b e r  1988 u r g i n g  t h a t  
t h e  m i n i m u m  a g e  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  to a  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  be e s t a b l i s h e d  
a t  65 years. A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a
M I N I M U M  A G E  O F  65 F O R  A D M I S S I O N  W I L L  H E L P  T O  P R E S E R V E  T H E  
I N T E G R I T Y  O F  T H E  P I O N E E R S ' H O M E  S Y S T E M .

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  a l l o w  a d m i s s i o n  t o  a  P i o n e e r s ' H o m e  i f  a

P E R S O N  HAS L I V E D  IN A L A S K A  F O R  A T  L E A S T  15 Y E A R S  I M M E D I A T E L Y  
P R E C E D I N G  A P P L I C A T I O N  A N D  IS D E S T I T U T E  W I T H  NO A G E  R E Q U I R E M E N T  
S T A T E D .  IF A  P E R S O N  IS N O T  D E S T I T U T E ,  C U R R E N T L Y  T H E Y  M U S T  BE A T  
L E A S T  65 Y E A R S  O F  A G E  TO Q U A L I F Y  F O R  A D M I S S I O N .

I F E E L  I T  IS I M P O R T A N T  T O  D E F I N E  T H E  S P E C I F I C  R O L E  O F  THE
P i o n e e r s ' H o m e s  b e c a u s e  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  w a i t i n g  l i s t s  f o r  t h e  
H o m e s  i s  t r e m e n d o u s , e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  n u r s i n g  b e d s . M a n d a t i n g  a g e65 F O R  A D M I S S I O N  W I L L  R E M O V E  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N  A B O U T  P E R S O N S  Y O U N G E R  
T H A N  65 G A I N I N G  A D M I T T A N C E  TO  T H E  H O M E S  A N D  E N A B L E  US TO P R E S E R V E  
T H E  C U R R E N T  M I S S I O N  OF T H E  P I O N E E R S '  H O M E  S Y S T E M ,  A N D  T H A T  IS TO
S E R V E  O U R  L O N G - T E R M  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N S .

I  U R G E  Y O U  TO  S C H E D U L E  SB 248 F O R  A  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E
H E A R I N G  A S  S O O N  A S  POSSIBLE.

A t t a c h m e n t s

D istrict C



Minutes—Pioneers Home Advisory Board Meetings September 1988
RESOLUTION 09-23-88-2

WHEREAS integrity of the Pioneers' Home System must be preserved; and

WHEREAS the average age of applicants for residency in the system is

increasing over the years and current residents now average in excess of 

80 years; now

THEREFORE be it resolved the minimum age for residency in Pioneers' Homes be 

established at 65 years and be it further resolved and requested the 

Governor, Commissioner of Administration, and Director of the Division of 

Pioneers' Benefits act to implement the minimum age limit of 65 years.

15/7D2/011805-9/49 -49-
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  — ui supervisor was retaliatory if
was taken within 90 days after the report was made. (§ 3 ch 42 SI^ 
1988)

Chapter 25. Destitute and Needy Persons.
Article
1. Pioneers’ Horne (§ 47.25.030)
2. General Relief Assistance (§§ 47.25.130,47.25.195,47.25.205,47.25.230,47.25.5
3. Aid to Families with Dependent Children Act f§ 47.25.345)4. Adult Public Assistance (§ 47.25.430)

A rtic le  1. Pioneers’ Home.

Section
30. Admission on payment

Sec. 47.25.030. Adm ission on payment, (a) A citizen of 
United States over 65 years of age who is a resident of the state and' 
has been a resident for not less than 15 years continuously immedi-' 
ately preceding application, but who is not destitute, may on applica-.; 
tion be admitted to the home upon agreement to pay to the state a sum! 
for each day as the Department of Administration considers sufficient? 
to compensate the state for the cost of care and support of the persons 
at the home. When this agreement is entered into the Department ofi 
Administration may receive the security for the payments, which it? 
considers expedient.

(b) The Department of Administration shall adopt regulations es-’f 
tablishing a daily or monthly rate for the compensation a resident ia* 
to be charged under (a) of this section. The rate charged need not fully 
compensate the state for the cost of care and support. The commis­
sioner of administration shall review the rate each year.

(c) The Department of Administration shall provide to all residents 
of the Pioneers’ Home written notice of any proposed change in the : 
rate charged for care and support of persons at the home. Notice under 
this section shall be given not less than 60 days before a change is 
adopted. The notice shall include the time, date, and place of a hearing 
to be held by the Department of Administration under (d) of this 
section. The* department may not change the rate charged more than 
once in a fiscal year.

(d) Not less than 30 days before a proposed rate change is adopted, 
the Department of Administration shall conduct a hearing at which 
interested persons shall be given the opportunity to submit written or 
oral testimony, statements, arguments or contentions relating to the 
proposed rate change. The department shall consider all relevant mat 
ter presented to it before adopting a rate change.142



§ 4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  § 4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0

(3 )  p e r fo rm  a l l  e x e c u t iv e  o r  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  d u t ie s  n e c e s s a ry  a n d  
a d v is a b le  to  c a r r y  o u t  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  A S  4 7 . 2 5 . 0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 ,  in c lu d ­
in g  th e  p o w e r  to  m a k e  c o n t ra c ts  and  t o  m a k e  d is b u r s e m e n ts  o n  
v o u c h e r s  a g a in s t  fu n d s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 ,  
w i t h in  th e  l im i t  o f  fu n d s  a v a i la b le ;

( 4 )  s tu d y  th e  n e e d s  o f  A la s k a ’s p io n e e rs  a n d  s u b m it  r e c o m m e n d a ­
t io n s  f o r  n ew  r e g u la t i o n s  a n d  p rop osed  le g i s la t i o n ;

( 5 )  p r e p a r e  a n  a n n u a l r e p o r t  to  th e  le g i s la t u r e .
(d ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  m a y  e m p lo y  th e  n e c e s s a ry  

s u b o rd in a t e  o f f ic e r s  a n d  em p lo y e e s , a n d  s h a l l  p re s c r ib e  m e th o d s  fo r  
o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e , s ta n d a rd s  o f  c a re  a n d  s e rv ic e  t o  r e s i ­
d e n ts , a n d  r u le s  g o v e rn in g  p e r s o n n e l a n d  r e w a r d in g  e m p lo y e e s  o n  a  
m e r i t  b a s is . (§ 5 1 - 2 - l l ( a ) ( c )  A C L A 1 9 4 9 ; § 5 1 - 2 - 1 2  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; a m  § 1 
c h  7 1  S L A  1 9 6 3 ;  a m  E .O . N o . 3 r (1 9 6 8 ) ;  a m  §§ 1 , 2  ch  1 1  S L A  1 9 7 9 )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0 .  A d m i s s i o n  t o  h o m e , ( a )  E v e r y  w o r t h y  p e r s o n  
r e s id in g  in  th e  s t a t e  w h o  h a s  b e en  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  c o n t in u o u s ly  
f o r  m o re  t h a n  1 5  y e a r s  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  a p p lic a t io n  f o r  
a d m is s io n , a n d  w h o  is  d e s t i tu te  a n d  in  n eed  o f  th e  a id  o r  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  
h o m e  b e c a u se  o f  p h y s ic a l d is a b i l i t y  o r  o t h e r  c a u se , is  e n t i t le d  to  
a d m is s io n  to  t h e  h o m e  u n d e r  th e  c o n d it io n s , l im i t a t i o n s  a n d  p e n a lt ie s  
p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  r e g u la t i o n s  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n .  A  
p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  b e  a d m it t e d  a s  a  re s id e n t  o f  t h e  A la s k a  P io n e e r s ’ H o m o  
u n d e r  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 . 2 5 . 1 0 0  i f  th e  s u p p o r t  a n d  
m a in t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  p e rs o n  is  im p o s e d  b y  la w  u p o n  a  r e la t iv e  o r  m e m b e r  
o f  th e  f a m i ly  o f  th e  p e rs o n .

(b ) E v e r y  p e r s o n  a d m it t e d  to  th e  P io n e e rs ’ H o m e , e x c e p t a  p e r s o n  
a d m it t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0 ,  w h o  rec e iv e s  in c o m e  f r o m  a n y  s o u rc e  in  
e x c e s s  o f  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n th  m a y  be re q u ir e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
A d m in i s t r a t io n  t o  p a y  th e  e x c e s s  to  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  
im m e d ia t e ly  u p o n  re c e ip t  o f  th e  m on e y  in  p a y m e n t ,  o r  p a r t  p a y m e n t , 
o f  th e  c o s t o f  t h e  p e r s o n ’s  m a in te n a n c e .

(c ) A t  th e  e n d  o f  e a c h  m o n th  th e  p a ym e n ts  m a d e  u n d e r  (b ) o f  t h i s  
s e c t io n  s h a l l  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  r e v e n u e  t o g e th e r  
w i t h  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  p e r s o n s  m a k in g  th em  a n d  th e  a m o u n t  p a id  b y  
e a c h . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  m a y  p a y  to  a  r e s id e n t  w i t h o u t  
fu n d s  th e  s u m  o f  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n th .

(d )  T h e  m o n e y  re c e iv e d  b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  r e v e n u e  s h a l l  b e  
d e p o s i te d  in  th e  g e n e ra l fu n d . (§  5 1 -2 -1 3  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; a m  § 1 ch  1 5 8  
S L A  1 9 5 5 ; am  § 1 ch  1 1 8  S L A  1 9 5 7 ; am  § 1 c h  8 9  S L A  1 9 6 1 ;  a m  § 1 
c h  6 3  S L A  1 9 6 5 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  (1 9 6 8 ) ;  am  §§ 1 , 2  c h  7  S L A  1 9 7 1 ; a m  
§ 3  ch 11  S L A  1 9 7 9 ;  a m  §§ 1 , 2  ch  1 5 5  S L A  1 9 8 4 )

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s . —  T h e  1984 th e sum  o f $10 0  per m o n th " for "th e  su m  o f a m e n d m e n t su b stitu te d  "$100 per" fo r $35 a m onth to a  resid en t w ith o u t fu n d s”  "$35  a "  and "th e  p erso n's" for " h is ”  in  sub - in  subsection (c). sectio n  (b) an d  "to a resid en t w ith o u t fu n d s
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§ 4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  W e l f a r e , S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  In s t i t u t i o n s  § 4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  

Chapter 25. Destitute and Needy Persons.
Article
1. Pioneers’ Home (§rf 47.25.010 —  47 .25 .100)
2. General Relie f Assistance ($§ 47 .25 .120 — 17.25.300)
3. Aid to Families with Dependent Ch ild ren Act (§§ 47.25.310 —  47.25.420)
4. Adult Public Assistance (§§ 47 .25 .430 —  47.25.615)
5. Food Stamp Program (§§ 47 .25 .975 —  47.25 990)

A r t i c l e  1 . P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e .
Section

10. Maintenance o f Alaska Pioneers'
Home

20. Admission to home 
30. Admission on payment 
35. Exception to admission criteria 
40. Transfer o f insane inmates to asylum  

o r sanitarium 
50. Maintenance funds

C ross re fe rences. — For the exclusion purposes o f comprehensive health
o f the A laska Pioneers’ Home from  the planning, see AS 18.07.111(7).
definition o f health care fac ility  fo r

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0 .  M a in t e n a n c e  o f  A l a s k a  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e ,  (a )  T h e  
s ta te  s h a l l  m a in t a in  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  c a re  o f  n e e d y  p e rs o n s , k n ow n  
a s  th e  A la s k a  P io n e e rs ’ H o m e . T h e  p r in c ip a l h o m e  s h a l l  b e  m a in t a in e d  
a t  S i t k a ,  a n d  a  b ra n c h  m a y  b e  m a in t a in e d  a t  a  s it e  o r  s it e s  d e s ig n a te d  
b y  th e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  a d m in i s t r a t i o n .

(b ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  f o rm u la t e  g e n e ra l 
p o lic ie s , b u t  h a s  n o  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  o r  e x e c u t iv e  fu n c t io n s  o th e r  th a n  
th o s e  s e t  o u t  in  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 .  I t  m a y  h o ld  h e a r in g s  a n d  
s u b p o e n a  w itn e s s e s  and  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  m a y  a d m in i s t e r  o a th s  in  c on ­
n e c t io n  w ith  th e m .

(c ) T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l
( 1 )  c o o p e ra te  w ith  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in  m a t t e r s  p e r t a in in g  to  

th e  w e lfa r e  o f  A la s k a n  p io n e e r s ,  m a k e  th e  r e p o r t s  in  th e  fo rm  an d  
c o n ta in in g  th e  in fo rm a t io n  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e  
d e s ire s , a n d  a ccep ts  fu n d s  a l lo t t e d  b y  th e  fe d e r a l g o v e rn m e n t , its  
a g e n c ie s  o r  in s t r u m e n t a l i t ie s ,  in  e s t a b li s h in g , e x te n d in g  a n d  
s t r e n g th e n in g  s e rv ic e s  fo r  p io n e e r s  o f  A la s k a ;

(2 )  a d o p t  r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  c on d u c t o f  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  
P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  a n d  fo r  c a r r y in g  o u t  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  
4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 ,  r e q u i r e  bonds a n d  u n d e r t a k i n g s  f r o m  p e rs o n s  e m p lo y e d  by  
i t  a s  in  i t s  ju d g m e n t  a re  n e c e s s a ry , a n d  p a y  th e  p re m iu m s  o n  th e m , a n d  
e s t a b li s h  r e g io n a l a n d  lo c a l o f f ic e s  a n d  th e  a d v is o r y  g ro u p s  w h ic h  a re  
n e c e s s a ry  o r  c o n s id e re d  e x p e d ie n t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  o r  a s s is t  in  c a r r y in g  o u t  
a  d u ty  o ’- a u t h o r i t y  a ss ig n ed  to  i t ;105

Section
60. Trust fund
70. Indebtedness o f Pioneer's Home resi­

dent to state 
80. Enforcement against estate 
90. Enforcement against property 

outside state 
100. Certificate as evidence



S e c . 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 3 0 .  A d m i s s i o n  o n  p a y m e n t ,  (a )  A  c it iz e n  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  o v e r  6 5  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w h o  is  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s t a t e  a n d  
h a s  been a  r e s i d e n t  f o r  n o t  le s s  t h a n  1 5  y e a r s  c o n t in u o u s ly  im m e d i -  
a te ly  p re c e d in g  a p p li c a t io n ,  b u t  w h o  is  n o t  d e s t i tu te , m ay  o n  a p p l i c a ­
t io n  be a d m it t e d  t o  t h e  h o m e  u p o n  a g re e m e n t  t o  p a y  to  the  s t a t e  a  s u m  
fo r  each d a y  a s  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  c on s id e rs  s u f f i c i e n t  
to  c om pen sa te  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  th e  c o s t o f  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  „ s o n  
a t  th e  h om e . W h e n  t h i s  a g re e m e n t  is  e n te re d  in t o  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
A d m in is t r a t io n  m a y  re c e iv e  th e  s e c u r i t y  fo r  th e  p a ym en ts , w h ic h  i t  
cons ide rs  e x p e d ie n t .

(b ) T he  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  a d op t r e g u la t i o n s  
e s ta b lis h in g  a  d a i l y  o r  m o n t h ly  r a t e  f o r  th e  c om p e n s a t io n  a  r e s i d e n t  is  
to  be ch a rg ed  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h is  s e c t io n . T h e  r a t e  c h a rg e d  need n o t  f u l l y  
com pensate  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  th e  c o s t o f  c a re  a n d  s u p p o r t . T h e  c o m m is s io n e r  
o f  a d m in is t r a t io n  s h u l l  r e v ie w  th e  r a t e  e a c h  y e a r .

(c ) T he  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io .n  s h a l l  p ro v id e  to  a l l  r e s id e n t s  
o f  th e  P io n e e rs ’ H o m e  w r i t t e n  n o t ic e  o f  a n y  p ro p o s e d  change  in  t h e  r a t e  
c h a rg ed  fo r  c a r e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  p e rs o n s  a t  th e  h om e . N o tic e  u n d e r  t h i s  
sec tio n  s h a ll b e  g i v e n  n o t  le s s  t h a n  6 0  d a y s  b e fo re  a  chan ge  is  a d o p te d . 
T h e  no tice  s h a l l  in c lu d e  th e  t im e , d a te , a n d  p la c e  o f  a  h e a r in g  to  b e  h e ld  
b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  u n d e r  (d ) o f  th is  sec tio n . T h e  
d e p a rtm e n t m a y  n o t  c h a n g e  th e  r a t e  c h a rg e d  m o re  t h a n  once in  a  f i s c a l  
y e a r .

(d ) N o t  le s s  t h a n  3 0  d a y s  b e fo re  a  p ro p o s e d  r a t e  c h an g e  is a d o p te d , 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  c o n d u c t a  h e a r in g  a t  w h ic h  
in te re s te d  p e r s o n s  s h a l l  b e  g iv e n  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  s u b m it  w r i t t e n  o r  
o r a l  te s t im on y , s t a t e m e n t s ,  a rg u m e n t s  o r  c o n te n t io n s  re la t in g  to  t h e  
p ro p o sed  ra te  c h a n g e . T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  c o n s id e r  a l l  r e l e v a n t  
m a t t e r  p re s en te d  t o  i t  b e fo r e  a d o p t in g  a  r a t e  c h an g e . (§ 5 1 -2 -1 4  A C L A  
1 9 4 9 ; am  § 2 c h  8 9  S L A  1 9 6 1 ;  a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  am  § 3 c h  1 5 5  
S L A  1 9 8 4 )

E ffec t o f am endm ents. —  The 1984 
amendment added subsections (b)-(d).

S e c . 4 7 .2 5 .0 3 5 . E x c e p t i o n  t o  a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a .  A n  a p p lic a n t f o r  
a d m is s io n  to th e  h o m e  w h o  h a s  b e en  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  s ta te  fo r  3 0  y e a r s  
a n d  is  o th e rw is e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a d m is s io n  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0  o r  
4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0  m ay  n o t  b e  d is q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a d m is s io n  b e cau se  o f  a b se n c e  
f r o m  th e  s ta te  i f  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  a d m in i s t r a t io n  d e te rm in e s  t h e  
a b sen c e  w as r e a s o n a b le  a n d  a d m is s io n  is  c o n s is t e n t  w i th  th e  in te n t  o f  
t h i s  c h ap te r . (§ 2  c h  8 9  S L A  1 9 7 8 )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 4 0 . T r a n s f e r  o f  i n s a n e  in m a t e s  t o  a s y lu m  o r  
s a n i t a r i u m .  A  p e r s o n  r e g u la r l y  a d m it t e d  in t o  th e  h o m e  w ho  is fo u n d  
to  b e  in san e  m ay  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  in s t i t u t io n  p ro v id e d  fo r  the  c a r e  
a n d  cu s tod y  o f  in s a n e  p e r s o n s  f o r  th e  s t a t e  in  th e  m a n n e r  p ro v id ed  b y

1 0 7

§ 47.25.030 W elfare , S ocial S ervices and Institutions § 47.25.040



§ 47.25.050 A laska Statutes § 47.25.070
la w  f o r  th e  a d m is s io n  o f  o th e r  p e rs o n s  to  th e  in s t i t u t io n .  (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 5  
A C L A  1 9 4 9 )  .

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 5 0 .  M a in t e n a n c e  f u n d s .  T h e  le g i s la t u r e  s h a l l  e a c h  
s e s s io n  a p p r o p r ia t e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  fu n d s  f o r  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  
h om e  t o  be  e x p e n d e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n , a n d  t h a t  
d e p a r tm e n t  m a y  re c e iv e  fu n d s , d o n a t io n s  a n d  b e q u e s ts  f r o m  p r iv a t e  
in d iv id u a ls ,  s o c ie t ie s  o r  o rg a n iz a t io n s , a n d  fu n d s  fr o m  t h e  fe d e r a l g o v ­
e rn m e n t  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  a n d  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  th e  h o m e . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 6  
A C L A  1 9 4 9 ;  a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) )

S e c .  4 7 . 2 5 . 0 6 0 .  T r u s t  f u n d .  U n le s s  o th e rw is e  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  
d o n o r, m o n e y  b e q u e a th e d  to  th e  A la s k a  P io n e e rs ’ H o m e  c o n s t i tu te s  a  
sp e c ia l t r u s t  a r id  s h a l l  be  d e p o s ite d  in  a  s p e c ia l fu n d  d e s ig n a te d  th e  
" A la s k a  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e  T r u s t  F u n d . ”  U n le s s  o th e rw is e  p ro v id e d  b y  
th e  d o v .o r , in t e r e s t  f r o m  th i s  fu n d  is  u n d e r  th e  c o n t r o l a n d  a t  th e  
d is p o s a l o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n ,  a n d  e x p e n d i tu r e  f r o m  it  
is  l im i t e d  t o  th e  b e n e f i t  a n d  c o m fo r t  o f  th e  re s id e n ts  o f  th e  h om e . 
(§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 7  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  (1 9 6 8 ) )

S e c . 4 7 . 2 5 . 0 7 0 .  I n d e b t e d n e s s  o f  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e  r e s i d e n t  t o  
s t a te , ( a )  T h e  fo l lo w in g  e x p e n s e s  in c u r r e d  f o r  a  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  r e s i ­
d e n t u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  a n d  n o t  r e c o v e ra b le  f r o m  a  c o l­
la t e r a l s o u r c e  a r e  a  d e b t  o f  th e  r e s id e n t  t o  th e  staca  a n d  m a y  be  
re c o v e re d  d u r i n g  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  re s id e n t :

(1 ) c o s t s  o f  s t a n d a rd  o r  n u r s in g  c a re  p ro v id e d  in  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e  
each m o n t h  to  th e  r e s id e n t  n o t  e x c e e d in g  th e  ra te  e s t a b lis h e d  b y  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 3 0 ,  w ith  c r e d i t  g iv e n  
fo r  a n y  a m o u n t s  p a id  b y  o r  c o lle c te d  f r o m  th e  re s id e n t ;

(2 ) a l lo w a n c e s  p a id  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 2 0 ( c ) ;
(3 ) c o s ts  o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t io n  a n d  m e d ic a l t r e a tm e n t  p r o v id e d  o u ts id e  

th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e ;
(4 ) a r r e a r a g e s  in  fe e s  f o r  t e le v is io n  a n d  te le p h o n e  s e rv ic e s  p ro v id e d  

in  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e ;
(5 ) p r e s c r ip t io n  m e d ic in e ; a n d
(6 ) b u r i a l  a n d  r e la t e d  e x p e n s e s .
(b ) T h e  d e b t  is  a  f i r s t ,  p r i o r  a n d  p r e fe r r e d  c la im  a g a in s t  t h e  e s ta te  

o f  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e  r e s id e n t  a f t e r  t h e  r e s id e n t ’s d e a th , a n d  a f t e r  a l l  
c la im s  f o r  fo o d , c lo th in g , fu e l ,  s h e lt e r ,  m e d ic a l a id , o r  b u r i a l  e x p e n s e s  
a re  p a id . H e i r lo o m s  w i th o u t  r e g a rd  to  v a lu e  a r e  e x em p t f r o m  a  c la im  
by  th e  s t a t e  u n d e r  t h is  s e c t io n .

(c ) M o n e y  le f t  in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  b y  a  
deceased r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  m a y  be  u sed  fo r  th e  b u r i a l  a n d  
fu n e r a l e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  r e s id e n t  a n d  f o r  th e  im p ro v e m e n t  o f  t h e  b u r i a l  
p lo t  o f  th e  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e .

(d ) T h e  c lo t h i n g  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l e ffe c ts  le f t  b y  a  d e c e a se d  
P io n e e rs ’ H o m e  r e s id e n t  m a y  be u se d  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  o th e r  r e s id e n t s , 
o r  m ay  be  g i v e n  to  r e la t i v e s  o r  to  p e rs o n s  d e s ig n a te d  b y  th e  r e s id e n t ,



o r  s o ld  a n d  th e  p ro c e e d s  a p p lie d  in  th e  m a n n e r  p ro v id e d  fo r  m o n e y  le f t  
b y  a  d e ce a sed  re s id e n t .

(e ) I n  t h i s  s e c t io n , " h e i r lo o m ”  m e a n s  p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y  o f  
s e n t im e n t a l v a lu e  t o  a  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  r e s id e n t  t h a t  h a s  b e en  in  th e  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  r e s id e n t ’s  f a m i ly  o r  w a s  a  g i f t  to  th e  re s id e n t . 
(§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 1  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ;  am  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  a m  §§ 4 , 5  ch 1 1  S L A  
1 9 7 9 ; a m  § 4  ch  1 5 5  S L A  1 9 8 4 )

§ 47.25.080 Welfare , S ocial S ervices and Institutions § 47.25.100

E ffec t o f  am endm ents. —  The 1984 
amendment rewrote this section.

NO TES TO D E C IS IO N S

Conduct o f  decedent en tit ling  c la im  
o f  state to  p rio r ity . —  Where (1) the dece­
dent swears in itia lly  and annually 
thereafter that she owns no property, 
although during a ll that time she has 
approximately 510,000 in cash; and (2 ) the

transfer thereof is without consideration, 
the claim o f the state is entitled to priority 
in conformity with the provisions o f this 
section. In  re Jackson’s Estate, 15 A laska 
116, 123 F. Supp. 143 (D. A laska 1954).

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 8 0 .  E n f o r c e m e n t  a g a i n s t  e s t a t e .  I f  a  b e n e f ic ia r y  
u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  d ie s  le a v in g  a n  e s ta te  in  th e  s ta te , th e  
a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l o r  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t io n  s h a l l  f i le  w i th  
th e  e x e c u to r  o r  a d m in i s t r a t o r ,  o r  w i th  th e  p ro b a te  c o u r t , th e  c la im  o f  
th e  s t a t e  a g a in s t  t h e  e s t a t e , a n d  th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l s h a l l  t a k e  th e  
s te p s  n e c e s s a rv  to  e n fo r c e  a n d  c o lle c t  t h e  c la im . M o n e y  c o lle c te d  s h a l l  
be  D a id  in t o  th e  t r e a s u r y  o f  th e  s ta te . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 2  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; am  § 1 
ch  4 6  S L A  1 9 5 7 ; a m  E .O . N o . 3 0  ( 1 9 6 8 ) )

N O TES TO  D E C IS IO N S

A pp lied  in In re Jackson’s Estate, 15 
A laska 116, 123 F. Supp. 143 (D . A laska 
1954).

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .0 9 0 .  E n f o r c e m e n t  a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y  o u t s i d e  s t a t e .  I f  
a  r e s id e n t  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  d ie s  le a v in g  p r o p e r t y  
o u ts id e  th e  s ta te , th e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e ra l o n  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  
s h a l l  t a k e  th e  s te p s  w i t h  re sp e c ' t o  th e  p r o p e r t y  w h ic h  w i l l  p ro te c t  a n d  
s e c u re  th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  s t a t e  a s  a  c re d i t o r .  (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 3  A C L A  1 9 4 9 )

S e c .  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0 .  C e r t i f i c a t e  a s  e v i d e n c e .  A  c e r t i f ic a t e  b y  th e  a t t o r ­
n e y  g e n e ra l to  th e  e f fe c t  t h a t  a  d e c e d e n t w a s  a  b e n e f ic ia r y  u n d e r  A S  
4 7 .2 5 .0 1 0  —  4 7 .2 5 .1 0 0  a n d  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  h a s  a  c la im  a g a in s t  th e  
d e c e d en t ’s  e s ta te , is  p r im a  fa c ie  e v id e n c e  o f  th e s e  fa c ts  in  a  p ro  e e d in g  
in  th e  c o u r t s  o f  th e  s t a t e . (§ 5 1 - 2 - 1 0 4  A C L A  1 9 4 9 ; a m  § 2  ch  4 6  S L A  
1 9 5 7 )
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S B  248 S p o n s o r  S e n a t o r  D u n c a n  a n d  SB  389 S p o n s o r  S e n a t o r  P o u r c h o t

S e n a t e  Bill 248: "An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s
f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e "  a n d  SB  389 "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s "  a d d r e s s  a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a  to  t h e  Ho m e s .  
I t  is t h e n  s u g g e s t i o n  of t h e  D i v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  b i l l s  b e  c o m b i n e d .  
W e  h a v e  t h r e e  a r e a s  of c o n c e r n .

E X I S T I N G  C R I T E R I A

R e s i d e n c y

C u r r e n t l y  all a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  m e e t  t h e  15 y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  
r e q u i r e m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Home.

I n d i g e n t .(D e s t i t u t e ) A p p l i c a n t s

D e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s  in n e e d  of t h e  a i d  a n d  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  H o m e  
a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  H o m e  a n d  d o  n o t  h a v e  t o  be a t  l e a s t  65 
y e a r s  of age.

D e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s  n o t  in n e e d  of t h e  c a r e  of  t h e  H o m e s  a r e  
t e c h n i c a l l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Homes.

o t h e r  A p p l i c a n t s

A p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  a b l e  t o  p a y  t h e  r e n t  a n d  a r e  65 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  
o l d e r  m a y  b e  a d m i t t e d  on  a s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s ,  a n d  no  n e e d  
c r i t e r i o n  is s p e c i f i e d .

S U G G E S T E D  C R I T E R I A

C o n c e r n  ll CAae 6 5 1 : T h e  D i v i s i o n  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e  t o  a g e r i a t r i c
p o p u l a t i o n .  Time, e f f o r t ,  a n d  f u n d i n g  h a s  g o n e  i n t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s t a f f  in t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  f i e l d  of  g e r i a t r i c  l o n g - t e r m  care. 
T h e  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e  h a s  a G e r i a t r i c  N u r s e  C o n s u l t a n t ,  a n d  t h e  H o m e s  
h a v e  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  c e r t i f i e d  g e r i a t r i c  n u r s e s  a n d  o n e  c e r t i f i e d  
g e r i a t r i c  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r .

T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  of  r e s i d e n t s  is a b o u t  82 a n d  t h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  of 
a p p l i c a n t s  has r i s e n  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t o  a b o v e  85, a n d  a l m o s t  90 in 
K e t c h i k a n .  It is r o t  f e a s i b l e  to c h a n g e  c a r e  s y s t e m s  t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  n e e d s  of a n  o c c a s i o n a l  m u c h  y o u n g e r  r e s i d e n t .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  
t h e r e f o r e ,  s u p p o r t s  l i m i t i n g  a d m i s s i o n  t o  o n l y  a p p l i c a n t s  a t  l e a s t  
65 y e a r s  of age.
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C o n c e r n  §2 ( D e s t i t u t e ! ; A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  i n  n e e d  
a p p l i c a n t s  (15 y e a r s  a n d  o l d e r )  h a v e  p r i o r i t y  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  o v e r  
others. D e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  n o t  in m e d i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  
need, a n d  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  n o t  d e s t i t u t e  b u t  a r e  in d e s p e r a t e  
n e e d  of s e r v i c e s ,  h a v e  n o  c h a n c e  to  e n t e r  t h e  H o m e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  
l e n g t h y  w a i t i n g  lists.

A  d e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  as M e d i c a i d  
a v a i l a b l e  to them, a n d  m a y  l i v e  in a l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  a n d  
r e c e i v e  c a r e  p a i d  f o r  p a r t i a l l y  b y  t h e  state.

P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  t o  a d m i t  a t e c h n i c a l l y  a p p l i c a n t  a h e a d  
o f  a p e r s o n  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y t o  p a y  f o r  n e c e s s a r y  
care. A p e r s o n  w h o  c a n n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  M e d i c a i d ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r ,  is 
in d e s p e r a t e  n e e d  of c a r e  a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  Home. T h e  D i v i s i o n  
w o u l d  li k e  to b e  a b l e  t o  a d m i t  all a p p l i c a n t s  m e e t i n g  t h e  age, 
r e s i d e n c y ,  a n d  n e e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  on t h e  s a m e  b a s i s ,  g i v i n g  t h o s e  
a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  are u n a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  csire, a c h a n c e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  of t h e  Home.

T h e  d i v i s i o n  w o u l d  s t i l l  a d m i t  d e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s ,  b u t  n o t  o n  a 
p r i o r i t y  basis. T h i s  c h a n g e  w o u l d  s l i g h t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o g r a m  
r e c e i p t s  b y  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n c r e a s e d  r e n t s  p a y a b l e  b y  n o n­
d e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s .

C o n c e r n  H2 (Need for S e r v i c e ) ; D e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s  o f  a n y  a g e  
m u s t  be, "in n e e d  of t h e  a i d  o r  b e n e f i t  of t h e  H o m e  b e c a u s e  of 
p h y s i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y  or  o t h e r  c a u s e . . . , "  w h i l e  n o n - d e s t i t u t e  
a p p l i c a n t s  o v e r  65 y e a r s  of a g e  m a y  be  a d m i t t e d  w i t h  n o  d i s c e r n i b l e  
need. We feel d e s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  H o m e  
u n d e r  the sa m e  g u i d e l i n e s  ( e x c l u d i n g  f i n a n c i a l )  as n o n - d e s t i t u t e .  
B o t h  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  s h o w  a n e e d  of  t h e  a i d  a n d  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  H o m e .

T h e  d i v i s i o n ,  t h r o u g h  m a n y  c o n t a c t s  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  h a s  b e e n  
e n c o u r a g e d  n o t  t o  a d m i t  a p p l i c a n t s  if t h e y  a r e  n o t  in m e d i c a l ,  
p h y s i c a l ,  or s o c i a l  n e e d  o f  t h e  a i d  o r  b e n e f i t  of t h e  Home. 
A p p l i c a n t s  e x p e c t  to c o m e  i n t o  t h e  H o m e  r e c e i v i n g  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  
i.e. w i t h  l a u n d r y  s e r v i c e s ,  m e d i c a t i o n  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  
a c t i v i t i e s  of d a i l y  l i v i n g ,  e t c . ( s e e  a t t a c h e d  g r a p h  of h o u s i n g  
s t u d y ) .  In t h e  O A C  H o u s i n g  S u r v e y  of F a l l  1988 a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e  a s s u m e d  c a r e  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  P i o n e e r s 7 H o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
s e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
h a s  all t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  
H o m e s . T h i s  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n .

S e n i o r s  h a v e  m a n y  of t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  in t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  c o m e  i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  c a r e  u n t i l  t h e y  " h a v e "  to. 
T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  h a v e  m a n y  e m p t y  rooms. P a g e  2 o f  4
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A l m o s t  all a p p l i c a n t s  r e q u i r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s e r v i c e s  f o u n d  in  a 
l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  a n d  it is n o t  e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  to 
u s e  v a l u a b l e  s p a c e  in t h e  H o m e s  f o r  p u r e l y  r e t i r e m e n t  h o u s i n g .
T h e  d i v i s i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a  b e  c h a n g e d  to 
i n c l u d e  o n l y  t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  in " n e e d  of  t h e  a i d  a n d  
b e n e f i t  of t h e  P i o n e e r s 7 H o m e s  b e c a u s e  of p h y s i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y  or 
o t h e r  c a u s e . . . , "  a n d  a r e  g e r i a t r i c  c l i e n t s .  O n e  e x c e p t i o n  is 
r e q u e s t e d :  a s p o u s e  o v e r  65 y e a r s  of a g e  m a y  e n t e r  w i t h  a s p o u s e
in n e e d  of care.

T h e  e f f e c t  of t h i s  c h a n g e  w o u l d  b e  an  i n c r e a s e  in t h e  c u r r e n t  60 
v a c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  b e d s  u n t i l  t h e  D i v i s i o n  is a b l e  t o  c o n v e r t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b e d s  t o  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  beds. W a i t i n g  l i s t s  f o r  
a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  b e d s  a r e  s t e a d i l y  g r o w i n g .  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  
t o  m o r e  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  b e d s  w o u l d  m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  for P i o n e e r s  
a n d  S e n i o r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  n d  w e r e  n o t  
e l i g i b l e  for o t h e r  c a r e  ( e i t h e r  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  M e d i c a i d  o r  n o t  
e n o u g h  i n c o m e  t o  p a y  f o r  p r i v a t e  c a r e ) ,  t o  e n t e r  t h e  homes.

C o n c e r n  #2 i n c l u d e s  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  P i o n e e r s 7 H o m e  w h e n  
n o t  in n e e d  of a n y  c a r e  a n d  a r e  n o t  d e s t i t u t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are 
a f r a i d  t h e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  H o m e  if t h e y  w a i t e d  
t o o  long. O u r  s u g g e s t e d  c h a n g e  w o u l d  o n l y  t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s
t o  a p p l y  w h o  a r e  in n e e d  of t h e  Ho m e s .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  w o u l d  
h a v e  m o r e  v a c a n c i e s ,  f r e e i n g  r o o m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  be o t h e r w i s e  
o c c u p i e d  b y  v e r y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o n s  n o t  in n e e d  of a n y  care, Of 
c o u r s e  all p r e s e n t  r e s i d e n t s  n e e d  to  b e  g r a n d f a t h e r e d  in, n o  one 
w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  m o v e  o u t  if t h e y  are n o t  in n e e d  o f  t h e  c a r e  of 
t h e  Homes.

S u m m a r y

T h e  D i v i s i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h e  c h a n g e  of t h e  a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a  to 
i n c l u d e  o n l y  t h o s e  A l a s k a n  s e n i o r s  a n d  p i o n e e r s  w h o  a r e  in n e e d  of 
t h e  a i d  a n d  b e n e f i t  of t h e  H o m e s  a n d  a r e  65 y e a r s  and over. No  
p r i o r i t y  for a n y  a d m i s s i o n  e x c e p t  f i r s t  come, f i r s t  serve. 
A t t a c h e d  are s e v e r a l  d i a g r a m s  s h o w i n g  t h e  s i m p l i f i e d  a d m i s s i o n  
p r o c e s s  o n  SB 248, S B  389, p r e s e n t  a d m i s s i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  D i v i s i o n  s u g g e s t i o n .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  of P i o n e e r s 7 B e n e f i t s  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  t r e n d  is f o r  t h e  P i o n e e r s 7 H o m e  is t o  fill 
t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  H o m e  c a r e  a n d  f u l l  s c a l e  s u b a c u t e / s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g

P a g e  3 o f  4
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care. It is t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  of  t h e  P i o n e e r s '  H o m e s  s y s t e m  t o  f o s t e r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  A l a s k a n s  t o  l i v e  in t h e i r  H o m e  as l o n g  
as p o s s i b l e .

D i v i s i o n  of P i o n e e r s '  B e n e f i t s

B B / m e m / p o s i t i o n
A t t a c h m e n t s
cc: F r a n k  C. B a x t e r ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

J a m e s  J. Fox, D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

S i o u x  P l u m m e r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  of  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

D a t e
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A L A S K A  P I O N E E R S '  H O M E S  

A D M I S S I O N  S T A N D A R D S

» e A

■Ha s v .'

1 5 - Y e a r  R e s i d e n t

N o n - D e s t i t u t e

N o t  in 
N e e d

.n 
N e e d

U n d e r
65

No
Admit

6 5 +  U n d e r  
65

65+

Admit
(Snaca

No
Admit

Admit
(Space

D e s t i t u t e

N o t  in 
N e e d

In
N e e d

U n d e r
65

Mo
Adtlit

65+ U n d e r  
65

No?
Admit

Admit
(Priority)

6 5 +

Admit
(Priority)

SB 248
NO
Admit

Admit
(Space

Available)
No
Admit

Admit
(Space

Available)
No
Ad-iit

NO?
Admit

No
Admit

Admit
(Priority)

SB 389
NO
Admit

Admit
(Space

Available)
Admit ** 

(Priority)
Admit

(Priority)
No
Admit

NO?
Admit

Admit
(Priority)

Admit
(Priority)

NO No No Admit * No No No Admit »
PROPOSED Admit Admit Admit (Space

Available
Admit Admit Admit (Space

Available)

* S p o u s e s  o f  e l i g i b l e  a p p l i c a n t s  a g e  65 a n d  o v e r  m e e t i n g  all r e q u i r e m e n t s  b u t  
n o t  i n  n e e d  of  a i d  o r  b e n e f i t  of  t h e  H o m e s  m a y  a l s o  b e  a d m i t t e d .

* * T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P i o n e e r s '  B e n e f i t s  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  
SB 389.
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LEGISLATIVE PXIOKITIB3 

T IB  PI0NBB1S OF ALASKA

1. During this session of the Legislature the Pioneers are most interested in 
protecting the Senior programs presently in place. We prefer the $250.00 
monthly bonus program remain as it is , however, rather than see it suffer 
major setbacks, the Grand Igloo supports an annuity program as introduced 
by Senator Kerttula.
2. The Pioneers support a requirement of 65 years of age as a minimum for 
admission to the Pioneer Home system, and removal of the word 'destitute' 
as is presently used in giving priority for admission.
3. The Pioneers support full state funding to cover property tax exemptions 
for Seniors.
4. The Pioneers support in-Home Support Care and Senior Housing. Re: HB 
218; SB 150.
5. The Pioneers support Health Care legislation. Re: HB 47.
6. Also, it has been noted, from a recent news article that Sen Uehling has 
prefiled legislation that would give Medicare eligible Senior an option to 
choose to receive health care under Medicaid at home rather than in a Long 
Term Care facility. The Pioneers certainly support this concept.
The Pioneers have taken no position regarding a State Income Tax or the 
Governor's proposal on an Education Endowment.
The Pioneer’s registered lobbyist is Bill Ray, 165 Behrends Ave, Juneau, AK, 
99801, Tel: (907) 586-1225

■s-

Bob'Hufman, Chm.
Legislative Committee 
Pioneers of Alaska



Minutes— Pioneers Home Advisory Board Meetings September 1988
RESOLUTION 09-23-83-2

WHEREAS integrity of the Pioneers' Home System must be preserved; and

WHEREAS the average age of applicants for residency in the system is

increasing over the years and current residents now average in excess of 

80 years; now

THEREFORE be it resolved the minimum age for residency in Pioneers' Homes be 

established at 65 years and be it further resolved and requested the 

Governor, Commissioner of Administration, and Director of the Division of 

Pioneers' Benefits act to implement the minimum age limit of 65 years.

15/7D2/011805-9/49 -49-



A u r i l  0 3 ,  1 9 8 9  
P . O .  B o x  8 7 0 1 7 3  
W a s i l i a ,  A la s k a  9 9 - 3 7

ALASKA  STA TE  L B C IS L A T U R S  
S e n a t o r  J i n  D u n c a n
P .O . .  B o x  7  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 3 1 1 - 3 1 0 0

R e :  3 3  2 ^ 3

I n  r e s p o n s e  y o u r  l e t t e r  t o  n e ,  A p r i l  5»  1 9 3 9 .

M in im um  A ge  6 5 1  A d m i s s i o n  P i o n e e r  H o n e .

Y o u r  S 3  2^ -8 i s  t h e  b e s t  n e w s  t h a t  we o f  t h e  P i o n e e r  H om es 
A d v i s o r y  3 o a r d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,  o v e r  t h e s e  p a s t  m any  y e a r s .

F b r  n a n y  y e a r s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p a s t  tw o  o r  m o re  
D e p t ,  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  we o f  t h e  B o a r d  h a v e  
t r i e d ,  p l e a d e d ,  a n d  u r g e d  t h e  m in im u m .a g e  6 5  r e q u i r e m e n t .
T h e i r  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t s  w as  f o r  r e a s o n s  
o f  " d i s r u p t i n g " ,  e x p o s i n g ,  a n d  b r i n g i n g  t o  i s s u e ,  t h e  r e s i d ­
e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  1 5  y e a r s .  We o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  h n w n v p r ,  f e l t  
s t r o n g l y ,  a n d  a s  p r o v e n  b y  o u r  P i o n e e r  C o n v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  i n  
S i t k a ,  1 9 3 3 ,  o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a d o p ­
t i o n  w a s  u n a n im o u s l y  a g r e e d .

We o f  t h e  B o a r d  c a n n o t  t h a n k  y o u  e n o u g h  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  t h i s  B i l l .
I t  m ay  r a i s e  t h e  h a s s l e s  o f  t h o s e  w ho w i s h  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r  p l i g h t  
i n t o  o b l i v i o n ,  b u t  a s  we o f  t h e  B o a r d  f e e l ,  —  l e t  u s  f a c e  t h e  i s s ­
u e s  a n d  c om e  t o  r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  we m u s t  p r e s e r v e  o u r  7 5  y e a r  h i s t o r y  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  N a t i o n s  b e s t  E l d e r l y  C a r e ,  s e c o n d  t o  n o n e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  a n d  “^  i c e r e l y ,

CC R o b e r t  C o r e




