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TO TESTIFY;
Representative Foster?

NOTES;
The only item in the committee packets on HJR 85 is the CS for HJR 85. I have included the original in your packet. I have noted on YOUR copy the changes made to the CS in House State Affairs. ( One humorous side note: Page 2, line 13. . the original CS had this guy named Brian Dowling!)



O ffe re d : 3 /14/90
R e fe r r e d : R u le s

6-2199E

ACDeO;
O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) :  REP. FOSTER, Koponen , Menard

1 IN  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE A FFA IR S  COMMITTEE

3

2 CS FOR HOUSE JO IN T RESOLUTION NO. 85 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )  

IN  THE LEG ISLATU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEEN TH LEG ISLA TU RE - SECOND SESSION

5 R e la t in g  to  b a s e b a l l  betw een team s from

6 P a c i f i c  F im  n a t io n s .

7 BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEG ISLATU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHEREAS b a s e b a l l  i s  u n iv e r s a l l y  re c o g n iz e d  as A m e r ic a 's  n a t io n a l

9 p as tim e  and an im p o rta n t  p a r t  o f  th e  A m e rican  c u l t u r e ;  and

10 WHEREAS A la s k a  h as a r i c h  and h i s t o r i c  a s s o c ia t io n  w it h  o rg a n iz e d

11 b a s e b a l l  d a t in g  b ack  to  the  l a t e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  and th e  e a r l y  2 0 th  c e n tu ry

12 when o rg a n ize d  le ag u e  b a s e b a l l  was p la y e d  i n  Nome, K e t c h ik a n , and Ju n e a u j

13 and

15 b a s e b a l l  by b a s e b a l l  a u t h o r i t i e s  b ecau se  o f  d o m in a tio n  o f  th e  N a t io n a l

16 B a s e b a l l  Congress W orld  S e r ie s  in  W ic h it a ,  K a n s a s , and th e  U .S .  Oper. T o u r-

17 nament by A la s k a n  b a s e b a l l  te am s; and

19 b a l l  C ongress W orld S e r ie s  i n  1962 w it h  an a u s p ic io u s  f i r s t  y e a r  p e r fo r -

20 m ance; le d  by t h e i r  fo u n d e r and f i r e b r a n d  co ach  H . A . "Red" B o u c h e r , th e

21 Pan A la s k a  G o ld p an n ers o f  F a i r b a n k s , now known as th e  A la s k a  G o ld p a n n e rs ,

22 e n te re d  a f i e l d  o f  32 teams seeded number 33 b u t o n ly  n a r ro w ly  lo s t  th e

23 cham p io nsh ip  game on a c o n t r o v e r s ia l  c a l l  t h a t  y e a r ;  and

24 WHEREAS s in c e  1969 when th e  f i r s t  y e a r  A nchorage G la c ie r  P i l o t s  cap -

25 tu re d  th e  N a t io n a l B a s e b a l l  C o n g ress crown f o r  A la s k a ,  10 N a t io n a l cham pi-

26 o n sh ip s  in  a l l  have been b ro ug ht b ack  to  A la s k a ,  th re e  by A n ch o ra g e , f i v e

27 by F a i r b a n k s , and one each  by M at-Su and K e n a i ;  and

28 WHEREAS A la s k a  b a s e b a l l  team s have a lo n g  h i s t o r y  o f  p la y in g  i n  i n t e r -

29 n a t io n a l  tournam ents su ch  as th e  W orld Tournam ent in  Ja p a n , th e  Canada

14 WHEREAS A la s k a  i s  re c o g n iz e d  as b e in g  "num ber one" i n  n o n p ro fe s s io n a l

18 WHEREAS A la s k a  q u ic k ly  made i t s  p re se n c e  known in  the  N a t io n a l B a se -
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1 International in Kamloops, and the Goodwill Tour in Holland and Japan; and

2 WHEREAS seven international championships have been brought back to

3 Alaska, four from the Canada International by the Alaska Goldpanners and

4 one^ from the North Pole Nicks, one from the U.S. Open by the Alaska

5 Goldpanners, and one from the World Tournament hy the A laska Goldpanners ;

6 and

7 WHEREAS it required the foresight of the founders of nonprofessional

8 baseball in Alaska to use local, national collegiate, and former profes-

9 sional players to build a nationally renowned summer baseball league; and

10 WHEREAS the work of the founders of nonprofessional baseball and those

11 who followed them have brought prestige and a high caliber of play in

12 Alaska, consistently producing future major league stars; beginning with

13 Dave Dowling, the first Alaska player to make it to the majors, scores of

14 future major league stars have played summer baseball under the midnight

15 sun; and

16 WHEREAS, much like the State of Alaska itself, nonprofessional base-

17 ball in Alaska is turning to the Pacific Rim to form partnerships; and

18 WHEREAS several countries in the Pacific Rim, including Korea, Japan,

19 Taiwan, and the Soviet Union have established or are developing baseball

20 teams and leagues; and

21 WHEREAS -competition between Alaska and our Pacific Rim neighbors will

22 help forge friendly alliances that will foster important economic alliances

23 and promote harmony among the nations; and

24 WHEREAS competition with Pacific Rim baseball teams would help bring

25 additional national stature and new international attention to Alaska, and

26 help promote tourism;

27 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature heartily endorses

28 competition between Alaska's nonprotessional baseball teams and baseball

29 teams from the Pacific Rim nations of Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and the Soviet e
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Union; and be it

2 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature requests the assis-

3 tance of the Governor’s Office of International Trad^/and the United States

4 Department of State in allowing baseball teams from the Pacific Rim Coun-

5 tries, especially the Soviet Union, to travel to and compete in Alaska and

6 for Alaska teams to reciprocate.

7 COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable James A.

8 Baker, U.S. Secretary of State; the Honorable Steve Cowper, Governor; to

9 Fay Vincent, Commissioner of Baseball; to Emmitt Wilson, Commissioner of

10 the Alaska Baseball League; Steven Bu sh, Executive Director of the Alaska

11 Amateur Sports Authority; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the

12 Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

13 Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

14
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