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IN TH E  HOUSE

BY FOSTER, GRUENBERG, NAVARRE, 
GRUSSENDORF, SHARP, Z A W A C K I , GOLL, 
MENARD, SHULTZ, M.DAVIS, C.DAVIS, 
COLLINS, HUDSON, BOUCHER, CATO, 
ULMER, BAR N E S  A N D  KOPONEN1

2 HOUSE J OINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 16

3 IN THE LE GI S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF A L A S K A

4 S IXTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to m e d i c a l  benefits for veter-

6 a n s .

7 BE IT R E S O LV E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E STATE OF ALASKA:

8 WHERE A S  co m p rehensive h e a l t h  care is a ber'.fit that veterans have

9 ea r n e d  through their service to our country; and

10 WHER E A S  c o m p rehensive h e a l t h  care b e n e fi t s  for v e t e r a n s  have histor-

11 ically included coverage for the costs of heart t r a n s p l a n t s  when m edically

12 n e c e s s a r y  or desirable: and

13 WHER E A S  the federal V et e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is curr e n t l y  reviewing its

14 po l ic y  of covering heart transplants for v e t erans u n d e r  their health bene-

15 fits, and this coverage may be r e stricted or e liminated; and

16 WHER E A S  res t r i c t i n g or denying heart transplant coverage to veterans

17 w o u l d un f a i r l y  den y  to them their right to c o m p r e h e n s i v e  health care;

18 BE IT R ES O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that heart transplant

19 c ov e r a g e  should remain part of the c o mp r e h e n s i ve  h e a l t h  care package that

20 is ava i l a b l e  to veterans.

21 COPIES of this reso l u ti o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  Dan Quayle,

22 V i c e -P r e s i d e n t  of the Un i t e d  States and President of the United States

23 Senate; the Ho n o r a b l e  Jim Wright, Spea k e r  of the U n i t e d  States House of

24 R epresentatives; Edward J. Derwinski, A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of Veterans Affairs;

25 and to the Ho n orable Ted Stevens and the Ho n o r a bl e  F r a n k  Murkowski, U.S.

26 Senators, and the Hono r a b l e  Don Young, U.S. Repr e s e n t a t iv e ,  members of the

27 A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

H J R O i u A H J R  16
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IN THE SENATE BY  A DAMS

S E N A TE  J OI N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 17

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to m e d i c a l  b e n e f i t s  fo r  v e t e r

ans

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W HERE A S  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h  care is a bene f i t  that v e t e r a n s  have 

earned t h r o u g h  their serv i c e  to our country; and

W HERE A S  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h  care b e n e f i t s  for v e t e r a n s  h a v e  h i s t o r­

ically in c l u d e d  c o v e r a g e  for the costs of h e a r t  t r a n s p l an t s  w h e n  m e d i c a l l y  

n e c e s s ar y  or desir a b l e ;  and

WHER E A S  the fede r a l  V e t erans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is currently r e v i e w i n g  its 

p olicy of c o v e r i n g  h e a r t  transplants for v e t e r a n s  u n d e r  their h e a l t h  b e n e­

fits, and this coverage m a y  be r e s t r i c t e d  or eliminated; and

WHER E A S  r e s t r i c t i n g  or d e n y i n g  h e a r t  transplant: c o v erage to v e t e ra n s  

w o u l d  u n f a i r l y  den y  to the m  their right to c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h  care;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that heart trans pl a n t  

coverage sho u l d  r e m a i n  part of the c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h  care p a c k a g e  that 

is available to veterans.

C OPIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  D a n  Quayle, 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States a n d  Pre s id e n t  of the U n i t e d  States 

Senate; the H o n o r a b l e  J i m  Wright, S p e a k e r  of the U n i t e d  States H o u s e  of 

Repres en t a t i v e s ; E d w a r d  J. Derwinski, A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of V e t e r a n s  Affairs; 

and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Murko w s k i,  U.S. 

Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Do n  Young, U.S. R e p r es e n t a t i v e,  m e m b e r s  of the 

A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

SJR017a - L - SJP. 17
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Official Business

A la s k a  S tate L e g is la tu re
House

P.O. B O X  V 

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

Juneau, A l a s k a

MEMORANDUM

TO: S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u rc h o t ,  Chairman 
Sen a te  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C om n it tee

FROM: Rep . R ic h a rd  F o s t e r

DATE: A p r i l  2 9 ,  1989

RE: HJR 16

7 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  HJR 16 be c o n s id e re d  f o r  p lacem en t on th e  
c a le n d a r  f o r  h e a r in g s  b e f o r e  th e  S en a te  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  Cornu t t e e .

Thank you f o r  c o n s id e r i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .




