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G R E A T L A N D  S T A T E  G A M E S

S T A T E  GAMES - W H A T  A R E  THEY?

S t a t e  Games b r i n g  t o g e th er  m a n y  of o ur s t a t e’s fi n e s t  a t h l e t e s  to
h e l p  deve lo p  a m a t e u r  sports on a  s ta tewide basis. State Games p r o vi d e
th e local s ti mu l u s  f or the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a m a t e u r  sports, p a r t i c u l a r l y
t h os e w h i c h  a r e  pa rt  of t he i nternational O l y m p i c  family. At this
t i m e  b e t we en  20 a n d  25 states h a v e  State G a m e s  competition.*
M o r e  importantly, t h e  State Games can p r o v i d e  a sh ow ca se  for the 
t a l e n t s  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  a t h l e t e s  - e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  no real 
h o p e  of going to the O l y m p i c  level, but are c o m p e t e n t  e n o ug h t o  e njoy 
t h e  cha ll e ng e of s p i r i t e d  competition. T h r e e  t h in gs  are a c c o m p l i s h e d  
b y  the S ta t e Games: d i s c o v e r y  of p r e v i o u s l y  unkn ow n  hi**,h-calibre
athletes, gre at er  a w a r e n e s s  of lesser k n o w n  sports, a n d  c r e a t i o n  of 
n e w  interest in a m at eu r s p o rt B in general. A l t h o u g h  the c o n c e p t  of 

1 1 S t a t e  Games is r e l a t i v e l y  new, s e v er al  s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  h a v e  well
I' e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  e n j o y  h i g h  p ar ti ci pa t io n,  b o t h  by a t h l e t e s

a n d  spectators.

W H A T  IS T H E  B E S T  L O C A T I O N  F O R  THESE GA MES?

A l a s k a  State F a i r g r o u n d s  is t h e  best l o c a t i o n  for the "Official State 
Games" b e c a u s e  of t h e  p r o x i m i t y  to the p o p u l a t i o n  center of the State 
as well as t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  of Pa lmer a n d  Wasilla. 1990 w i l l  be
t h e  S i xt h a n n ua l G r e a t l a n d  G am e s a n d  wi ll  b e  t he t h ir d year in a row
u t i l i z i n g  the A l a s k a  S t at e F a i r g r o u n d s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r ea  as the 
l o c a t i o n .

W H Y  CAN'T P A L M E R  O R  W A S I L L A  DO THIS A LO N E?

P a l m e r  does n o t  h a v e  all of the a thletic v e n u e s  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o d u c e  a 
su cc es s f u l  p r o g r a m  of thi s na ture a nd the same is tr ue  of Wasilla. 
Alone, n e i t h e r  of t h e s e  c om mu n i t i e s  can p r o v i d e  hotel, motel or cafe 
space to a c c o m o d a t e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  spectators. Together, these 
c o m m u n i t i e s  c an p r o d u c e  a v e r y  s uc ccessful a n d  e du c at i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
for p a r t i c i p a n t s  a c ro ss  t h e  State. Together, Palmer a n d  W a s i l l a’s 
po t e n ti a l is u n l i m i t e d  in b e c o m i n g  t he a t h l e t i c  center of t he State.

W H E N  CAN T H E  GA M ES  B E  HELD?

For the next f e w  y e a r s  t he logical time is d u r i n g  the annua l State
P  Fair he ld  at Palmer. It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  Games will b e c o m e  so 

s uc ce ss fu l t h e y  can ta ke  p la ce  in m i d - s u m m e r  to m a x i m i z e  the  e c o n o m i c  
impact to the Valley. It p r e s e n t l y  m ak es  m o r e  sense to u t i l i z e  the 
ex is ti ng  dates of the Fair to insure s p e c t a t o r  p o p u l a r i t y  at the 
o n se t .

v  ----------------------------  2075 G lenn H ighway  /
M ile 40 G lenn H ighway Pa lm er, A la sk a  99645 (907) 745-4827



Pa g e 2 - State Games 
W H E R E  C AN E VENTS BE HELD?

PALM E R W A S I L L A A L A S K A  STATE FAIR
B asketball Baske tb al l 3X3 B asketball
Boxing B owling A r c h e r y
Cycling Canoeing E q u e s t r i a n
Diving C ycling F i e l d  Hock ey
Fencing Divi ng H o r s e s h o e s
F i e l d  H o c k e y Figure Skat in g M a r t i a l  Arts
Golf Kay ak in g M o t o  Cross
G ymnastics Ice H o c k e y • P o w e r l i f t i n g
Runs R o l le rs ka t in g S o c ce r
Shooting R owing S o f t ba ll
Soccer Runs V o l l e y b a l l
Softball Sailing W r e s t l i n g
Swimming Tennis 5K
Tennis V o l k s ma r ch in g 10K
Vol ks ma rc hi ng W at er s k i i n g L a z y  M o u n t a i n  Run 

S k a t e b o a r d

Plea se  n ot e some events a re l is te d in m o r e  t h a n  one location. M a n y  
a c ti vi ti es  wi ll  d r a w  a great deal of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w h ic h c a nn ot  b e  
h a n d l e d  at one facility. B y  t h e  same token, some a ct iv i t i e s  can o n l y  
be h e l d  at one site due to facilities.

In 1988 and 1989 Governor Cowper issued a n  E x e c u t i v e  P r o c l a m a t i o n  
desig n at in g The Great L a n d  Games as " A l a s k a’s of f ic ia l  state games" to 
be h e l d  du ring the Fair. W e  h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  a g a i n  f o r  
1990.

Th e games or a ct iv i t i e s  de fi na t e l y  s c h e d u l e d  a n d  th os e we h o p e  to b e  
ab le  to s chedule for the 1990 event are:

D efinate

3X3 Basketball 
Golf 
5K 
10 K
L a z y  M o u n t ai n Run 
Martial Arts 
M ot o Cross 
Powe rl iJ ti ng  
Soccer 
Softball 
Volleyball 
W re st li ng

P o s s i b i l i t i e s

S k a t e b o a r d i n g
Swimming
A r c h e r y
Bi cy cl in g
T ri at he lo n
B o w l in g
Diving
R u g b y
W a te rs k i i n g  
B o ar d Sai li ng
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D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 9  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F a i r  a n  a m a t e u r  a t h l e t i c  s p o r t s  
f e s t i v a l  w i l l  b e  h e l d  f o r  A l a s k a  a t h l e t e s .  T h e s e  g a m e s ,  
k n ow n  a s  " T h e  G r e a t  L a n d  G a m e s , "  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
a t h l e t e s  t o  im p r o v e  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  s k i l l s .

T h e  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  e v e n t s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  g am e s  h a v e  b e e n  
c h o s e n  w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  i n  m i n d ,  a n d  w i l l  e m p h a s i z e  
t h e  f u n ,  t h r i l l  a n d  r e w a r d  o f  s t a t e w i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e  
G r e a t  L a n d  Games a l s o  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  A l a s k a  
a t h l e t e s  o f  a l l  a g e s  t o  r e c e i v e  s t a t e w i d e  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  
t h e i r  a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t i e s .

NOW, THEREFORE , I ,  S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  d o  h e r e b y  p r o c l a i m

THE GREAT LAND GAMES

a s  A l a s k a ' s  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  g am e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  A l a s k a n s  o f  
a l l  a g e s  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n j o y  
a t h l e t i c  c o m p e t i t i o n  o n  a  s t a t e w i d e  s c a l e .

DATED : May 2 2 ,  1 9 8 9

dteue (Eoiupcr, dmuernor, 
uifjD J]as also autfiart^ 
tlje seal of tl)£ i*tatE of 
Alaska to be afftxeb to 
tips proclamation.
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•:W H E R E A S , "T HE GREAT LAND G A M E S *  Is the na me  of 
the u p c o m i n g  sports f e s t i v a l  in the Olympic 
tradition, for A l a s k a n  athletes; and

WHEREAS, these...GAMES' will, e m p h a si ze  the fun, 
thrill and r e w ar d of Olympic-d.tyle competition; and

J . .. v. "i .* ■ I.'
• 5 ■■•••. 1 \ . Sw'-,;* /. -

. . . WHEREAS, these GAMES-^are',.'designed to encourage 
t he average athrete'\,to;>.'improve. his ..and her physical 

’ and competitiveVskili's;r.and ^ ' / :v v ' ‘-r>- -'v

m m m . ' -  'V.':--- WHEREAS. *• thisl-'1Te8t'-tvalv33fffers'vu n l i m i t e d  Dar- !-i^3S&vJill*

VV'*:-. Va

£!■" WHEREAS, "this';:;Tyest'ivalv^of Tens'^unlimited par-
Ki. ti ci pa ti on  by both^fam Xl ie s :and'•individuals; and
fO . * • *' . . . • >• : . • . ~v> '*•':...
(.s';; ' * “ • •’-y * -.v* >•** •>
>■' ; ‘ ■ v T J W P P P A  P  P -1 * 4 - 1  . H o n l v o H  -I., .WHEREAS, > t h e  ••''^ahy;' \ 3 c b e h e f i t s d e r i v e d  from * ̂ 9 0 M § m
k !'; s tr iv i n g  to do  ̂ oriels^b.est:rin-/ s uc h compe ti ti on  is *
h.r.- .1 ~ V ^ , A W ------ 4V„ ~&>.* w el l- d oc um en te d;  ■enrichep;:phr;, q u a l i t y  c 
fc;' d e s e rv i ng  of .our . support; -
(V3. ** • . • - \ !W «^v *p *•>. . * t: ..
£*r* • f. •/ . •-* ‘ -i'.*"Mil?. “ V'./ ‘.'V. 1

of life and is

; .' T H E  G RE A T LAND GAMES »85 M O N T H

;• v ’ - v-

/in Anchorage, ;and Invite each of jny fellow citizens 
to ;share in the e x hi l ar at io n of'" p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and 
e nc ou r a g e  the c o nt in ua t io n of this festival.

••jisS4

f0-:

fy* _ _

.  ■■ ’5 • v ? X .r  • 'V.iCsV* . . .  i ' . ’ V* 1
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cIT> or H L K ’fi, A L A S XA  

SiSOLyriCN M ,  821

a  *c s c i o n  o h  u i . ^ o f c W u  " t m l  - m ’s • ?o $.•: #*s.3 •- u s  m i k e s

*«D KASILL.A A S M .

shERSAS, "The SrsatUnd frfces IS « sports H$ v.  »a . '•'• i ^ i f v  scart ••'i:;-v

jfi<J

WfitSiAw* '. ?ii .‘tiiv roc i 1 > ’ 1 iCCS'iOO ‘.'i' -«4i?; i . « ,: •-A t U U r •■•’-' •'%

th«1r activities, and

W H E R E A S ,  the specific l o c a t i o n  a < »  enab l es  thti p r o p e r  p r e w t t a  ^rc? 'ncvr»?1»*J

f«■««■ 11.1* <‘.c'.'T>? f t < tore , &iVj

«HER£i*S, between the c u ia s  or Hesi Vi a end :U 1 fca r s cd'.^wnc •»? 11^ the
AlijsKs Stit»! Fair, iior*; then -ih % = h facilstlttS a!';# as a ;-4i>te. jnd

•:.• */AS, the si ties o f  f O * « r  a n d  Ha s  i H a  s v p p o r t  * T U  S m t U r . - i  U r - * "

h'vli, U £ R F  S; 1 1 REbDL'/sL' that ths I ' v •;;; {•'*;•»"$•.■ rt-V£?. •

S t a t e  L e g ; s ' <4Lucs vj i i i p p O f t  tft® CC »«£*£* o f  '*fAc C v u i H r  !•

BE IT f U f i M *  .QtSOLVED that '‘Th e  i r s & U n t i  f a t o a t ”  i b r c \ d  be r. 

of i'o,i;:er oct is; a a 1 I <& in conjur,tfi»o>4 with the ; ?.c i ! v•k• • -2c- >
S t a t e  F air.

P a s s e d  and a p p r o v e d  i?y t h e  C itv Count.*? K  t h i s  ii'ftth d a y

n
/ r ~ y *~"—

® o r a : r w r a ^ t vr a s v w  .



290 E . H E R N IN G  AVE. 
W A S ILLA , ALASKA 99687  

PH O N E : 373-9050

C I T Y  O F  W A S I L L A

R e q u e s t e d  B y :  M a y o r  S t e i n  

P r e p a r e d  B y :  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

R E S O L U T I O N  NO. W R 8 9 - 1 6

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  O F  W A S I L L A ,  A L A S K A  S U P P O R T I N G  

T H E  1 9 8 9  G R E A T  L A N D  G A M E S

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  G r e a t  L a n d  G a m e s  a r e  A l a s k a ' s  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  

g a m e s  i n  t h e  O l y m p i c  t r a d i t i o n s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  G a m e s  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  m a n y  o f  o u r  s t a t e ' s  

f i n e s t  a t h l e t e s  t o  e n j o y ,  p r o m o t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  a m a t e u r  s p o r t s  o n  

a s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  V a l l e y  o f f e r s  a w i d e  

v a r i e t y  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s u p p o r t  

t h e  g a m e s .

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  
M a y o r  o f  W a s i l l a  d o  h e r e b y  e n d o r s e ,  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  

1 9 8 9  G r e a t  L a n d  G a m e s  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  P a l m e r ,  W a s i l l a ,  . t h e  A l a s k a  

S t a t e  F a i r  G r o u n d s  a n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  V a l l e y .

I c e r t i f y  t h a t  a r e s o l u t i o n  in s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  a b o v e  f o r m  w a s  

p a s s e d  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  v o t i n g  a t  a d u l y  c a l l e d  a n d  

c o n d u c t e d ” m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  W a s i l l a  

t h i s  29th d a y  o f  March___________ , 1 9 8 9 .

A P P R O V E D :

A T T E S T :

(Seal)
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D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 8 8  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F a i r  a n  a m a t e u r  a t h l e t i c  s p o r t s  
f e s t i v a l  w i l l  b e  h e l d  f o r  A l a s k a  a t h l e t e s .  T h e s e  g a m e s ,  know n 
a s  " T h e  G r e a t  L a n d  G a m e s , "  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a t h l e t e s  
t o  im p r o v e  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  s k i l l s .

T h e  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  e v e n t s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h e  g a m e s  h a v e  b e e n  
c h o s e n  w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  i n  m i n d ,  a n d  w i l l  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  
f u n ,  t h r i l l ,  a n d  r e w a r d  o f  s t a t e w i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e  G r e a t  
L a n d  G am es  a l s o  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  o p p o r f u n i t y  f o r  A l a s k a  
a t h l e t e s  o f  a ' l  a g e s  t o  r e c e i v e  s t a t e w i d e  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  
t h e i r  a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t i e s .

NOW, THEREFORE , I ,  S t e v e  C o w p e r ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  d o  h e r e b y  p r o c l a i m

THE GREAT LAND GAMES

a s  A l a s k a ' s  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  g a m e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  A l a s k a n s  o f  a l l  
a g e s  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n j o y  a t h l e t i c  
c o m p e t i t i o n  o n  a s t a t e w i d e  s c a l e .

DATED : J u l y  1 5 ,  1 9 8 8

§>teue ( B n m p e r / C B m i i m m r ,  

uiljo lias a l s o  a u t l f o r i p b  

tlyjc s e a l  o f  tl|e B>tate o f  

A l a s k a  to b e  affixeb to 

tl]is p r o c l a m a t i o n .
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Rep. Rona ld  L. Larson

CO-CHAIRMAN

(907)465-3727

INTERIM ADDRESS

P.O. Box 53 
Palmer. Alaska 9P645 

(907) 745-3826

Rep. Lyman Hoffman
CO-CHAIRMAN

(907)465-3708

Jfyoutit of & e p t e g e n t a t t b e £

Committee on Finance 
P .O . B ox  v 

Ju n e au , A la ska  99811

INTERIM ADDRESS
P.O. Box 886 

Bethel, Alaska 99559 
(907)543-3541

M E M O R A m M M . February 26, 1990

TO: Senator Pat Pourchot, Chairman 
Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Representative Ronald Larsonf/^ Co-chairman 
House Finance Committee

SUBJECT: HCR 30, relating to the Greatland Games

I would like to respectfully request a hearing a t your earliest 
convenience on HCR 30, relating to holding the Greatland Games in 
conjunction with the Alaska State Fair.

Enclosed is a brief summary of the Games and the reason for this 
resolution. Also enclosed is a copy of Governor Cowper's Executive 
Proclamation, and a resolution of support from the City of Wasilla.

If you have any questions or comments, please don't hesitate to get 
in touch w ith me. My staff person for this resolution is John Bitney, 
and can be reached at 3727.

Thank you for your time and consideration.




