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M E M O R A N D U M

T O S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

FROM: S e n a t o r  P a t  Pourchot, C h a i r m a n

RE: A p r i l  26 C o m m i t t e e  M e m o

DATE: A p r i l  25, 1989

RE:

O n  Wednesday, A p r i l  26 at 1:30 p.m. in the Beltz R o o m  t h e  Senate 
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  will h e a r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  bills:

S J R  46. S u p p o r t i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a J o i n t  C o m m i s s i o n  on the 
S t a t u s  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  b v  C o n gress

S J R  46 w o u l d  s u p p o r t  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a J o i n t  C o m m i s s i o n  on 
t h e  Status of A l a s k a  N a tives and c o m m i t  the state to a c t i v e l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e  on t h e  commission. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  b e  c h arged 
w i t h  c o n d u c t i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  of federal and state 
p o l i c i e s  a f f e c t i n g  A l a s k a  N a tives a n d  the c u r r e n t  health, social, 
an d  e c o nomic s t a t u s  of A l a s k a  Natives.

Th e  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  is p e n d i n g  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  in t h e  U.S. Senate. T h e  e f f o r t  stems f r o m  t h e  
r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  A F N  R e p o r t  on t h e  S ta tus of A l a s k a  N a t i v e s .

S S S B  72, A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to r e g i s t r a t i o n  and  l i c e n s i n g  of 
contrac tors; p r o h i b i t i n g  t he u s e  o f  sta te m o n e y  for c e r t a i n  
r e s i d e n t i a l  w o r k  u n l e s s  t h e  w o r k  is p e r f o r m e d  b v  a l i c e n s e d  
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n t r a c t o r

SB  72 w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  contra c t o r s  w h o  c o n s t r u c t  or a l t e r  
p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of one t o  four u n i t s  have 
a reside n t i a l  e n d o r s e m e n t  on t h e i r  license. To r e c e i v e  t h e  
endorsement, t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  w o u l d  n e e d  to pa ss a w r i t t e n  or 
p r a c t i c a l  e x a m  w h i c h  tests c o m p e t e n c e  in a r ctic c o n s t r u c t i o n  
techniques, a n d  c o m p l e t e  the A l a s k a  C r a f t s m a n  H o m e  p r o g r a m  or a 
p o s t s e c o n d a r y  c o u r s e  in a r ctic e n g i n e e r i n g  or its equivalent.

T h e  L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C.S. c l a r i f i e d  that  the r e s i d e n t i a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t  w o u l d  b e  an endors e m e n t  to t he g e n eral c o n t r a c t o r ' s  
l i c e n s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a separate license, a l lowed  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in 
p r o g r a m s  e q u i v a l e n t  to the A l a s k a  C r a f t s m a n  Home program, and 
a l l o w e d  th e e x e m p t i o n s  in curr ent s t a t u t e  for small p r o j e c t s  and 
ow n e r - b u i l t  projects.
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SB 157. A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  i m p o s i t i o n  of a civil fine for 
v i o l a t i o n  of a statute, regulation, or o r d i n a n c e  r e l a t e d  to 
a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s

SB 157 w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  A l c o h o l i c  B e v e r a g e  Control B o a r d  to 
a ssess civil fines a g a i n s t  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e e s  w h o  v i o l a t e  l i q u o r  
laws. T h e  fine w o u l d  b e  in a d d i t i o n  t o  l i c e n s e  s u s p e n s i o n  or 
revocation, a n d  w o u l d  f o l l o w  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n / r e v o c a t i o n  h e a r i n g  
r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  statute. T h e  a m o u n t  of t h e  fine w o u l d  be 
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  Board.

T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  the B o a r d  w i t h  p r o g r a m  r e c e i p t  
authority. Fees a n d  f ines w o u l d  b e  s e p a r a t e l y  a c c o u n t e d  for and 
c o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to fund the B o a r d ' s  
operation.

SB 192, A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  legislators' e l i q i b l i t v  for l o n g - t e r m  
p e r  d i e m

SB 192, w h i c h  w o u l d  l i m i t  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  l o n g  t e r m  p e r  d i e m  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r i m  t o  d a y s  spent a t t e n d i n g  m e e t i n g s  of a 
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  o r  subcommittee, w a s  h e a r d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A p r i l  10. No a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  p e n d i n g  
a c t i o n  b y  the L e g i s l a t i v e  Coun cil on a r e v i s e d  p e r  d i e m  policy.

T h e  Council policy, a d o p t e d  A p r i l  24, is attached. It p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  to q u a l i f y  for i n t e r i m  p e r  d i e m  a l e g i s l a t o r  m u s t  a t t e n d  a 
m e e t i n g  for a l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  p u b l i c  purpose, o r  s p e n d  at lea st 
four h o u r s  of t h a t  d a y  on l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  c o n s t i t u e n t  business.

A l s o  a t t a c h e d  is a fiscal n o t e  for S B  192, i n d i c a t i n g  s a v i n g s  of 
$161,700. Fiscal i m p a c t  of t h e  n e w  C o u n c i l  p o l i c y  has not y e t  
b e e n  determined.

C S H B  9 3 ( J u d ) . A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a d u t y  of t h e  d i r e c t o r  of the 
d i v i s i o n  of e l e c t i o n s  and to v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b v  the D e p a r t m e n t  
of P u b l i c  S a fety

H B  93 w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  p r o v i d e  v o t e r  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms to t h e  D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  Vehicles, a n d  t h a t  
D M V  a d v i s e  p e r s o n s  r e g i s t e r i n g  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  or a p p l y i n g  for 
drivers' licenses t h a t  t h e y  m a y  al so r e g i s t e r  to vote.

A c c o r d i n g  to t he D i v i s i o n  of Elections, m o s t  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o u t l e t s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
services. E l e c t i o n s  p r o v i d e s  t r a i n i n g  t o  D M V  personnel; D M V  
f o r w a r d s  c o m p l e t e d  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms to Elections.

In addition, S J R  38. P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  t o  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to t e r m s  of l e g i s l a t o r s , w i l l  be 
b e f o r e  t h e  committee. D u e  to t i m e  c o nstr aints, the bi ll w a s  not 
h e a r d  o n  A p r i l  24 as scheduled.



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

M E M O R A N D U M  F e b r u a r y  7, 1989

SUBJECT: Sectio nal analysis - HB 93

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R e d  B o u cher

FROM: M i c h a e l  F. Ford / W . ^ '
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counsel

The foll owing is a sectional analysis of HB 93:

Section 1 - R e q uires the director of the division of 
elections to p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms to the Depart 
m e n t  of Public Safety for p ublic distribution.

Section 2 - Re quires the D e p a r t m e n t  of Public Safety to a d­
vise certain p eople w h o  are r e g i s t e r i n g  or licensing for 
driving purposes that they m a y  also r e g ister to vote. R e­
quires the department to use forms p r e p a r e d  by the division 
of elections and to p r o m i n e n t l y  d i sp lay n o t i c e  of the right 
to r e g i s t e r  to vote.

MF F : g c  
WKG6/095 ♦ i i
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O F F IC E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
P.O. BOX AF
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0105 
PHONE (907) 465-4611

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT O F  H B  93 
Prepared b y  

Di v is ion of E l e c t i o n s  
Februar y 7, 1989

T h e  Division of E l e c t i o n s  has r e v i e w e d  H o u s e  Bill 93 and 
su p po rts itSprovisions. It should b e  p o i n t e d  out that f o r  
m a n y  years, t he D i v ision has enjoyed a c o o p e r a t i v e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Departmen t of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t h r o u g h  
which, mos t m o t o r  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o u tlets a l r eady 
p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  services.

A m o n g  the m o s t  a c t i v e  outlets are Junea u, Haines, Sitka, 
Ketchikan, Kodiak, Nome, Fairbanks, Tok, Anchorage, Eagle 
R i v e r  and Palmer. Barrow, Bethel a n d  K o t z e b u e  h a v e  also 
b e e n  e nc ouraged to participate. T h e  A n c h o r a g e  m o t o r  
v e h i c l e  offices are s c h e duled for a n o t h e r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  
se s s i o n  w h i c h  is c o n d u c t e d  about o n c e  a year. T h e  region al 
supervisors r e port t h a t  registrat ions s u b m i t t e d  t h r ough 
m o t o r  v e hicle o f fic es have been timely, a c c u r a t e  and 
p r o p e r l y  processed.

In general, the D i v i s i o n  has r e c e i v e d  p o s i t i v e  s u p p o r t  fr om 
t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  offic es currently p r o v i d i n g  v o t e r  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  services.

01-A2LH
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OPERATING FY 89 FY 90
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Since we are already registering voters at DMV field offices there will 
be no fiscal Impact.

/-'Cr
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y P.O. BOX 20
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99302-0020

D I V I S I O N  O F  M O T O R  V E H I C L E S ph o n e: (907)465-4335

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1989
The H o n o r a b le  H . A .  B o u ch er  C h a ir m a n , House S t a t e  A f f a i r s  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  P . O .  Box VJ u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811R e : HB 93V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o nD ea r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B o u c h e r :A member o f  y o u r  s t a f f  c a l l e d  ift  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  s u b j e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and r e q u e s t e d  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  c u r r e n t  p r o c e d u r e  o f  r e g i s t e r i n g  v o t e r s  i n  m otor v e h i c l e s  o f f i c e s .The D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  h a s  p r o v id e d  t r a i n i n g  to  o u r  f i e l d  s t a f f ,  and p r o v i d e s  th e  o f f i c e s  w i t h  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s .  When a p e r s o n  r e g i s t e r s  a s  a v o t e r ,  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  form  i s  fo r w a r d e d  t o  th e  D i v i ­s i o n  o f  E l e c t i u n s  by  m otor v e h i c l e  p e r s o n n e l .The D i v i s i o n  o f  M o to r  V e h i c l e s  h a s  s i g n s  p o s t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f f i c e s  to  a d v i s e  p e o p le  who come i n t o  o u r  o f f i c e s  t h a t  t h e y  many r e g i s t e r  to  v o t e .P l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .S i n c e r e l y

B i l l  BrownC h i e f  o f  D r i v e r  S e r v i c e sB B :b c

1 2 - L 8 L H



DATE
TO:
fr:

RE:_________ H B  93 - V o t e r  R e q i s t r a t i o n / D M V  (Boucher)

Currently, m o s t  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  regi st r a t i o n  o f f i c e s  p r o v i d e  v o t e r  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  services. (The p r a c t i c e  is optional, a n d  in the 
p a s t  has b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  Commissioner.) T h i s  bill places 
t h e  procedure in statute.

T h e  bill requires:

(1) the D i r e c t o r  of E lect i o n s  to p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
forms to the D e p a r t m e n t  of P ubl ic Safety;

(2) the DMV t o  a d v i s e  an eli gible applicant t h a t  h e / s h e  m a y  also 
r e g i s t e r  to v o t e  at t h e  same t i m e  as a p p lyi ng for a d r i v e r ' s  
license, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card, or v e h i c l e  registration;

(3) the DMV t o  forwar d c o m p l e t e d  forms to t h e  D i v i s i o n  of 
Elections; and

(4) the DMV t o  p r o m i n e n t l y  d i s p l a y  notice of the right  to apply 
f or v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  at each l o c ation where a p e r s o n  m a y  apply 
for a driver's license, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card, or v e h i c l e  
registration.

Th e  House J u d i c i a r y  CS t i g h t e n e d  up the title; a d d e d  a new 
S e cti on 1 d e s i g n a t i n g  the Act as the "Motor-Voter" Act; a n d  m a d e  
s t y l istic c h a n g e s  in the first s e n ten ce of S e c t i o n  3.

The Division of E l e c t i o n s  supports the bill and h a s  s u b m i t t e d  a 
zero fiscal note.. ' Th ere ..is rio p o s i t i o h " p a p e r - o r  fisceTlv-'note'^f?bm 
t h e — Dbpartment'^of P u b l i c  Safety-.-— - ^

Concerns were e x p r e s s e d  d uring the H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  h e a r i n g  that 
the current w o r d i n g  c ould be i n t e r p r e t e d  to r e q u i r e  t h a t  D M V  
perso n n e l  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  g ive oral information and instruction s in 
a d d ition to p r o v i d i n g  forms, etc., w h i c h  could r esult in long 
lines, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in Anchorage. T h e  Com mittee r e a l i z e d  that 
the w o r d i n g  w a s  open t o  interpretation, but d e c i d e d  not to change 
it, because t h e y  d i d n ' t  think  it was that big a problem.
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H B  308 A N  ACT R E L A T I N G  TO V O T E R  R E G I S T R A T I O N

T h e  m a j o r  f e a t u r e  o f  the "motor v o t e r "  bill is to p r o v i d e  
a d d i t i o n a l  m e a n s  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  r e g i s t e r  to vote, u p d a t e  their 
e x i s t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  cancel a r e g i s t r a t i o n  in a n o t h e r  state 
—  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a d r i v e r ' s  license. M o t o r  Voter 
l e g i s l a t i o n  has b e e n  a d opte d in A r i z o n a  (1983), Colorado (1985) 
a n d  M i c h i g a n  (1975) w i t h  an i n c r e a s e  o f  16% to t h e  r eg istered 
r o l l s .

T h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  w o u l d  n o t  consume m u c h  tim e (less 
th a n  2% in Arizona) o r  p l a c e  a n  e x c e s s i v e  b u r d e n  on Depar tment of 
M o t o r  V e h i c l e  (DMV) personnel. B o t h  D i v i s i o n  of El ect i o n s  and 
D M V  r e q u i r e  the same information. D M V  p e r s o n n e l  w o u l d  p o s t  
signs, h e l p  w i t h  t h e  forms, a n d  f o r w a r d  the forms to the Division 
of E l e c t i o n s  for verification . J rw;'-0  -

C u r r e n t l y  in Alaska, v o t e r  r egistrati o n - £ o r m s . .are a v a i la ble in 
some D M V  o f f i c e s , v b u t  not in A n c h o r a g e  or Fairbanks. W h e r e  the 
forms are availablje^r— DMV— does — not— assist~~inJ~fill ing out t h e  forms 
n o r  does it. f o r w a r d  the.Jfbrms. to D i v i s i o n  of Elections. 
Approximately' 60% of A l a s k a n s  are r e g i s t e r e d  to vote, although 
D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  has no firm n u m b e r s  on this.

A) U



TO T E S T I F Y '  -------

REP. BOUCHER, S P O N S O R  (CHAD)

LI N D A  EDGEWORTH, DIV. ELECTIONS 

S O M E B O D Y  F R O M  DEPT. P U B L I C  SAFETY

H93POOP.TXT
4/26/89

w

HB 93 VOTER REGISTRATION BY DEPT. PUBLIC SAFETY

F.Y.I.

E V E R Y O N E  I T A L K  T O  SAYS THE B I L L  M E R E L Y  PUTS INTO S T A T U T E  WHAT'S 
A L R E A D Y  G O I N G  ON. R E D  HAS H A D  THE B I L L  IN F O R  A  F E W  YEARS —
T H E  OLD R E C O R D S  I N D ICATE THAT W H E N  H E  FIRST I N T R O D U C E D  IT V O T E R  
R E G I S T R A T I O N  A T  D.M.V. OFFICES WAS N O T  SO WIDESPREAD. i/OW THERE 
ARE J U S T  A  F E W  O F FICES NOT DOING V O T E R  R E G I S T R A T I O N  —  T H E Y  W OUL D 
BE R E Q U I R E D  T O  U N D E R  H B  93.

GOAL: INCR EASE V O T E R  REGISTRATION. R E D  SAYS ARIZONA, COLORADO,
A N D  M I C H I G A N  HAVE "MOTOR VOTER" LAWS —  16% I N C R E A S E  IN V O T E R  
R E G I S T R A T I O N  SINCE T H E I R  ENACTMENT.
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Boyd K e e l i n g
5901 E a s t  6th, #A-22
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99504

D e a r  Boyd:

I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  m e s s a g e  o b j e c t i n g  to H B  93, w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  t h e  s t a t e  D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  to a dvise p e r s o n s  
r e g i s t e r i n g  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  o r  a p p l y i n g  f or d r i v e r s ' l i c e n s e s  that 
t h e y  m a y  also r e g i s t e r  to vote. V o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms w o u l d  
be  a v a i l a b l e  at t h e  D M V  offices.

H B  93 r e c e i v e d  final ap proval p r i o r  to a d j o u r n m e n t  e a rlier 
t h i s  week, a n d  n o w  goes to the G o v e r n o r  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  into law.
I see t h e  bill p r i m a r i l y  as a c o n v e n i e n c e  for t h e  g e neral  public, 
a n d  v o t e d  for its passage. The bill d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  
r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e  in o r d e r  t o  get t h e i r  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  or 
v e h i c l e  r e g istrat ion, b u t  s imp ly m a k e s  t h e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
forms a vailable. M o s t  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  outlets 
c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  a c o o p e r a t i v e  
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  the state D i v ision of Electi o n s ;  H B  93 w o u l d  
f o r m a l i z e  the c u r r e n t  arrangement.

Boyd, t h a n k s  a g a i n  for s h aring y o u r  views. V o t i n g  is a 
f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  a n d  I b e lieve t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  has an o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  p r o v i d e  e a s y  a c c e s s  to v o t e r  registr^ion) . H B  93 h e l p s  
a c h i e v e  t h a t  goal.

hiator ’Pat Pourchot
Chairman
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