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H B  8 3  M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G ,  J R . , D A Y  

T O  T E S T I F Y

M I C H A E L  M C K E N N E T ,  O F F I C E  O F  E . E . O .  ( G O V E R N O R ' S  O F F I C E )  

S E V E R A L  O T H E R S  H A V E  B E E N  C O N T A C T E D :

R E P .  U L M E R  ( W H O  C A R R I E D  T H E  B I L L  I N  T H E  H O U S E )  

R E P .  F U R N A C E  

R O S A L E E  W A L K E R  

B L A N C H E  M C S M I T H

F . Y . I .

M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  D A Y  N O W  E X I S T S  A S  D A Y  O F  C O M M E M O R A T I O N .  H B  8 3  

W O U L D  M A K E  I T  A  L E G A L  H O L I D A Y .

A S  O R I G I N A L L Y  I N T R O D U C E D ,  K I N G ' S  B I R T H D A Y  W O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  A N  

A D D I T I O N A L  D A Y  O F F  F O R  S T A T E  E M P L O Y E E S .  H O U S E  F I N A N C E  A M E N D E D  T O  

C O M B I N E  W A S H I N G T O N ' S  A N D  L I N C O L N ' S  B I R T H D A Y S  I N T O  P R E S I D E N T ' S  

D A Y ,  S O  T H E R E  I S  N O  I N C R E A S E  I N  T H E  A C T U A L  N U M B E R  O F  H O L I D A Y S .  

( N O T E  T H A T  T H I S  C H A N G E  A P P L I E S  O N L Y  I F  I T S  R E F L E C T E D  I N  T H E  

C O L L E C T I V E  B A R G A I N I N G  A G R E E M E N T S . )

H O U S E - P A S S E D  V E R S I O N  H A S  A  Z E R O  F I S C A L  N O T E .
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March 3, 1989

To Reps. Hoffman and Larson, Co-Chairs 
Members; House Finance Committee

Re CS for House Bill No. 83 (HESS); "An Act relating 
to legal holidays; and establishing Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day as a legal Holiday."

NEA-Alaska strongly supports and encourages your favorable 
consideration of HB 83.

It is most appropriate that we acknowledge the birthday of 
this truly outstanding Black American who was the leader of 
the American civil rights movement.

Through his efforts, Dr. King not only exposed racial 
injustice but raised our collective conscience to all 
injustice and inequity in our social and economic programs. 
His activities represent the highest degree of patriotism 
and the very spirit of our democracy.

Dr. King's commitment to non-violent methods will continue 
to serve as a model for all interests which find the need to 
speak out on matters of concern.

His efforts have opened the doors of hope, aspiration, and 
belief in self-worth for all groups which have been 
disadvantaged by our social and economic systems.

It is time for the State of Alaska to acknowledge Dr. King's 
effort by maki n g  his birthday a legal state holiday.

We recommend also that this particular holiday be designated 
as a legal h o l i d a y  in all of the public schools in the 
State.

Thank you for y o u r  consideration of our position.

Respectfully submitted,
— _

Bob Manners 
Executive Secretary



A laska  State Leg isla tu re

Sen. Jan Fa ik s , V ice C h a irm an  
Sen. A1 Adams 
Sen. T im  K e lly  
Sen, R ick  U eh lin g

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman P .O . Box V  
State C a p ito l 

J uneau , A laska 89811

907-165-3712Senate State Affairs Committee
MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee

REFROM: Senator Pat Pourchot, Chairman 

May 3 Committee Hearing

DATE: May 2, 1989

On Wednesday, May 3 at 1:30 p.m. in the Beltz Room the following 
bills will be back before the Senate State Affairs Committee:

SB 154. A n  Act relating to equipment lease-financing and 
authorizing a master equipment lease-financing project

SB 154 would authorize the Alaska State Building Authority to 
finance and acquire equipment for lease to the state. Individual 
lease-purchases from all state agencies wo u l d  be consolidated 
into one or more "master leases". The advantage would be a 
reduction in interest cost.

A t  our earlier hearing on SB 154, there was concern that savings 
realized by state agencies through a mas t e r  lease not be spent on 
other agency budget items, but used to reduce agency budgets. 
At t ached is an amendment that would require the Department of 
Administ r a t i o n  to annually report lease savings to the 
legislature on an agency-by-agency basis, thus allowing the 
legislature the opportunity to reduce agency budgets accordingly.

SB 157. A n  Act relating to imposition of a civil fine for 
vi o lation of a statute, regulation, or ordinance related to 
alcoholic beverages

SB 157 wo u l d  authorize the Alcohol Beverage Control Board to 
assess civil fines against liquor licensees who violate liquor 
laws. As introduced, the bill did not specify the amount of the 
fines, leaving fine setting to the sole discretion of the board.

At t ached is an amendment which would require the AEC Board to 
establish a schedule of fines in regulation, and wo u l d  limit any 
fine to the g r e ater of $100,000 or an amount which is three times 
the pe c u n i a r y  gain realized by the licensee as a result of the 
violation. This is patterned after the existing provision in 
Alaska's criminal code regarding fines.
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In addition, the following bills will be heard:

HJR 19am, Ratifying an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States concerning the compensation of members of the 
United States Congress

HJR 19 would ratify an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that 
would disallow any increases in pay for members of Congress from 
going into effect until after an intervening election had taken 
place. The amendment was proposed in 1789 and to date has been 
ratified by 26 states. To become effective, it must be approved 
by 38 states.

CSHB 8 3 (Fin). An Act relating to legal holidays; and establishing 
Martin Luther Kina. J r . . Day as a legal holiday

HB 83 would establish the third Monday of January, known as 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday, as a legal holiday.
Lincoln's and Washington's birthdays would be combined on the 
third Monday in February as President's Day. This would result 
in an observance for Dr. King without the addition of another 
paid day of leave.

The bill also provides that King's birthday would be a legal 
h oliday for state employees only if provided for in their 
collective bargaining agreements.

Martin Luther King Day was statutorially established as a day of 
commemoration in 1982. Governor Cowper issued a proclamation in 
January 1989 designating it a legal holiday for this year.

CSHB 8 7 (Fin)am. An Act relating to the state budget and to 
long-term financial plans for the state

HB 87 would require that the Governor annually submit to the 
legislature a long-term financial plan. The plan must include 
projections of expenditures for the next six fiscal years and 
projections of revenues for the next ten fiscal years. The 
legislature would be required to adopt or revise the plan.

In addition, HB 87 would require that the Governor's annual 
capital improvements proposal include the estimated annual 
mainatenance and operation costs for the useful life of each 
project.



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNORJ u n e a u 1 J.i i .

January 12, 1989

The. Honorable Sam Cotten 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Cotten:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill to establish Martin 
Luther King, J r . , - Day as a legal holiday. Although, in 
1982, AS 44.12.045 was enacted to establish Martin Luther 
King Day as a day of commemoration, I firmly believe that 
the immeasurable contributions of Dr. King to our society 
merit this additional recognition.

Acting on that conviction, I recently issued a proclamation 
under AS 44.12.010(13) designating January 16, 1989 a legal 
holiday. Selecting that day, the third Monday in January,
conforms to federal legislation (5 U.S.C. 6103) that desig­
nates that day a national holiday each year. To honor 
Dr. King on a permanent b introducing
this bill which also confo: .slation.

/ L



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Fran Ulmer
RO. B o x  V

Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-4947

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
M E M O R A N D U M

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  R o n  L a r s o n  a n d  L y m a n  H of fm a n ,  C o - C h a i r s

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  V l m e r DATE: A p r i l  7, 1989

SUBJ: C SH B  83, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to l e ga l h o l i d a y s ;  a n d

e s t a b l i s h i n g  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  King, Jr. D a y  as a le gal  h o l i d a y

O n  T h u rsd ay , A p r i l  6, the F i n a n c e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  C S H B  83 h e l d  a 

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  to p e r m i t  a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t i m o n y  o n  the p r o p o s e d  

c o m m i t t e e  substi tu te . T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  testi fi ed :

Pa u l  C o n n e n t y  - A n c h o r a g e  E q u a l  R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n

S t e r l i n g  Taylor, P r e s i d e n t  o f  B l a c k  C a u c u s

A u r o r a  Hovland, E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  A s i a n  A l a s k a n  C u l t u r a l  

C e n t e r

J u l i e  Petro, Pub lic  A f f a i r s  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  the A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  of 

N a t i v e s

J o h n  Thomas, N A A C P  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the A n c h o r a g e  c h a p t e r  

C h e r y l  Oliver, A n c h o r a g e  R e s i d e n t

R e m o n d  Hende rs on , P r e s i d e n t  o f  J u n e a u  C h a p t e r  o f  B l a c k s  in 

G o v e r n m e n t

R o s a l e e  Walker, a J u n e a u  R e s i d e n t  a n d  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  

A s s e m b l y w o m a n

E v e r y  s i n g l e  p e r s o n  t e s t i f i e d  ir s u p p o r t  o f  the p r o p o s e d  c o m m i t t e e  

s u b s t i t u t e  a n d  u r g e d  the c o m m i t t e e  to p r o c e e d  p r o m pt ly .

Un a n i m o u s l y ,  they c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  the c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  

a n d  Lincoln's: b i r t h d a y s  into o n e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  D a y  a n d  the 

d e s i g n a t i o n  of M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  D a y  as the o t h e r  p a i d  h o l i d a y  for 

p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  the d e s i g n a t e d  h o l i d a y  for the e n t i r e  state.

F U / b v h

cc: H o u s e  F i na nc e C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

District 4 B  —  Juneau
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A p p lie d  in  In  re Dalton, 8 Alaska 338 C ited  in  Jefferson v. Moore, Sup. Ct. Op. 
(1932). No. 9 (File No. 44), 354 P.2d 373 (1960).

4 *

C o lla te ra l references. — 73 Am. Jur.
2d, Sundays and Holidays, § 1 et seq.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
P.O. B o x  V

Representative Fran Ulmer \ Juneau. Alaska 99811

(907) 4 6 5 - 4 9 4 7

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

M E M O R A N D U M  .

S U B J : H B  83 - A  B i l l  R e l a t i n g  to M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  H o l i d a y

DATE: M a r c h  15, 1989 (

Y o u  a s k e d  m e  to r e v i e w  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  a v a i l a b l e  to the  c o m m i t t e e  

on  c r e a t i n g  a M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  h o l i d a y  in A l a s k a  a n d  m a k e  a 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  to th e committee.

A f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  the d i s c u s s i o n  in o t h e r  c o m m i t t e e s ,  t e s t i m o n y  

b e f o r e  the F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n div id ua ls , I w o u l d  like to r e c o m m e n d  the a t t a c h e d  d r a f t  c o m m i t t e e  

s u b s tit ut e.  It c o m b i n e s  the L i n c o l n  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  h o l i d a y s  into 

one P r e s i d e n t ' s  Day, a n d  s h i f t s  the o t h e r  p a i d  d a y  o f  le ave  to 

M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ' s  bi r t h d a y .  T his r e s u l t s  in a n  o b s e r v a n c e  for 

Dr. K i n g  w i t h o u t  the a d d i t i o n  of  a n o t h e r  p a i d  d a y  o f  leave. It is 

also c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r a c t i c e  of th e f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

m a n y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  c i t y  g o v e r n m e n t s  w h i c h  r e c o g n i z e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  D a y  a n d  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  D a y  w i t h  p a i d  h o l i da ys.  

F a m i l i e s  w o u l d  be  b e t t e r  ab l e  to c o o r d i n a t e  sc he d u l e s .

I h a v e  s p o k e n  w i t h  D a v e  W i l l ia ms , at t he A l a s k a  S t a t e  E m p l o y e e s  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  to a s k  h i s  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  for 

c o m m e n t s  o n  this a p p ro ac h.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  this b i l l  a n d  this issue 

m a y  b e  t i e d  up w i t h  the  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  pr oc e s s .  J.f t his is 

correct, w e ' l l  n e e d  to get all p a r t i e s  to a g r e e  t h a t  this is a n  

a c c e p t a b l e  c o m p r o m i s e  a n d  tha t a l e g i s l a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  is 

a p p r o p r i a t e .

F U / b v h

c c : G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r

District 4 B  —  Juneau



Honorable Pat Pourchot 
Chairman
Senate State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

Subject: House Bill 83 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday; and the
word "Unific".

Dear Senator Pourchot:

Thank you for your support of the HB 83. It was a pleasure to 
testify before you on this matter.

There are several hurtles in the way to getting the bill to the 
Senate floor before this half of the session closes. It is my 
understanding that HB 83 now goes to Senate Finance. Supporters 
of the bill think it is unlikely to emerge from that committee in 
time to get to the floor.

M y  question to you is can the referral to Finance be changed at 
this date and, if so, could you intervene in the process with 
Senator Kelly to do this?

In regard to the word "unific" that I used in my testimony on 
Tuesday afternoon, I did some quick research after getting back to 
the office and could not find the word in the Webster's Ninth New 
College Dictionary. This had me worried so I checked out my 
Webster's Third New International Dictionary (Unabridged) at home. 
The word exists.

"Unific / adj.: tending to produce unity."

It is a terrific adjective and certainly describes the highest 
quality of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s ministry to this nation.

Thank you again for your assistance and for your consideration of 
my request. If I can answer any questions, please call me.

Michael G. McKennett 
Director

TH E STATE O F  A LASKA  IS  AN  EQ U A L O PPO RTU N ITY EM PLO Y ER
T O L L  F R E E  H O T - L I N E :  (800) 4 7 S - O E E O
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D A T E :
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D R .  P A T T E R S O N
A K  B L A C K  L E A D E R S H I P  C O N F E R E N C E
3 72 7  W I L L I A M S
A N C H O R A G E
5 6 1 - 0 1 3 4
H B  83
M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G ,  J R . ,  H O L I D A Y  
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E
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0 31 1 5 3 3 7
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C O L L I N S C O T T E N D U N C A N
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H U D S O N J A C K O K E L L Y
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S W A C K H A M M ER U L M E R
W A L L I S Z A W A C K I
G R U S S E N D O R F F I N K E L S T E I N
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Sen. ftit Pourchot, ChairmanSen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman Sen. A1 Adams Sen. Tim Kelly Sen. Rick Uehling

ALASKA  STATE LEG ISLA TURE

Senate State Affairs Committee 

May 11, 1989
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P .O .  Box V  Juneau, A K  99811
907-465-3712

Robert Boyd 
Dennis Weaver 
601 North Flower 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Dear Robert and Dennis:

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for HB 
83, which would establish Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday as a 
legal holiday. I am happy to report that HB 83 received the full 
approval of both the House and the Senate, and is now awaiting 
the Governor's signature into law.

I supported the bill when it was heard by the Senate State 
Affairs Committee and voted for its passage on the Senate floor. 
Dr. King's efforts have opened the doors of hope, aspiration, and 
belief in self-worth for all groups which have been disadvantaged 
by our social and economic systems. It is_appropriate that we 
acknowledge the birthday of this outstanding American.

Again, I appreciate you sharing'your views.

Senator Pat Pourchot
Chairman
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