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HOUSE committee report

1
[ga)te Referred: February 7, 1990 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:

The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 483
HOUSE BILL NO. 483 VILLAGE PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS

"An Act amending the definition of ‘'peace officerl in the Alaska
Statutes to include village public safety officers."

RECOMMENDATIONS; the same title
be replaced with a new title
have attached amendment(s)

X do pass
do not pass
no recommendation
individual recommendations
additional referral to the Committee

ADOPTS: letter of intent
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HB 483, Amending the definition of 'peace officer' to include village
public ‘safety officer (VPSQ)
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STATE OF ALASKA

LYMAN F HOFFMAN P.0. BOXV
CO-CHAIRMAN JUNEAU, ALASKA 998) |
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE (907) 465-3706
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DSTRCTS
UK

TOs Senator Pat Pourchot
Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee

IFECDMs Representative Lyman Hoffman”/A"™'
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee

BATTEs March 15, 1990

House Bill 483

I have introduced House Bill 483, "An Act amending the definition of
‘peace officer’ in the Alaska Statutes to include village public safety
officers”, because these young men and women are on the front line
providing law enforcement, fire protection, and search and rescue
services in rural Alaska.

VPSOs are important role models for the residents, especially
children, of villages. To have a relative or local resident apply, leave
home, work toward, and graduate from the Sitka Trooper Academy
and then go home as a Village Public Safety Officer to keep the
"peace" is a proud accomplishment. It must be realized that VPSOs
replace the perception of villagers that 'peace officers' are not just
troopers who usually come to the villages only when something
really bad happens in the community. VPSOs are extensions of our
Alaska State Troopers, we should believe in them by recognizing
them as ‘'peace officers'.

PO.Bx763  Bethel, Alaska99559  (907)543-3543
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Though the Alaska State Troopers do provide direct oversight of the
VPSO corps, a single VPSO is assigned to any given village at one
time. These dedicated individuals are expected to work a forty-hour
week, and at any time without after-hours compensation, are
expected by the residents of their assigned village and supervisors to
keep the "peace". Overtime pay is not the issue on this legislation, it
is to recognize the Village Public Safety Officers as 'peace officers'.

As is true elsewhere in our society, insurance and the liability costs
associated with VPSOs are high and are the responsibility of the non-
profits. The Alaska State Troopers have contracted with the non-
profits generally holding the State harmless from liability for the
negligent actions of the VPSOs. It is not entirely clear that the
current contract language would fully protect the State given the
decisions of the Alaska Supreme Court which limit the ability of the
State to shift liability to State contractors. Insurance costs are
negotiated as a reimbursable item within the Trooper/non-profits
contracts, with last year's contract limited to $800 per VPSO. In
today's dynamic insurance market, this limit may be liveable one
year, but totally inadequate the next year. Non-profits experience
insurance cost fluctuations as much as a 100% on an annual basis, so
it is difficult to assess the direction and amount of these insurance
costs. However, if the non-profits could participate in the State Risk
Management pool, the State could directly control insurance costs
and assure the lowest coverage cost state-wide.

The intent of this legislation is to rightfully identify VPSOs as 'peace
officers' and that VPSO contractors may be allowed to participate in
the State Risk Management pool.

If there are any questions concerning this proposed legislation,
please contact my office at your earliest opportunity.

Thank you.
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STATE OF ALASKA

LYMAN F. HOFFMAN b0, BOXV
CO-CHAIRM AN JUNEA(U,ALASKA998].'L

1IOUSE FINANCE COM M ITTEE 907) 405-3106
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee

; IFIROMs Representative Lyman Hoffman”"/*"-
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee

) DMTIEs March 15, 1990

SU]|BJJS Request for a public hearing 0ll HB 483

| respectfully request the scheduling of House Bill 483, "an Act
amending the definition of 'peace officer' in the Alaska statutes to
include village public safety officers™ for a public hearing before the
Senate State Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience.

Attached please find a memorandum outlining my reasons for
introducing this legislation. Also included, the Department of Public

Safety fiscal note/position paper and the House State Affairs and
Finance Committee reports.

If there are any questions concerning HB 483 or this memorandum,
feel free to contact my office at your earliest opportunity.

Thank you.

PO Bx763 Bethel, Alaska 99559  (907) 543-343
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Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.

122 First Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4897
(907) 452-8251
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It is of the highest priority to us that this bill becomes
lav:. We would appreciate your Committee scheduling this
?I|| as soon as possible. “Thanking *ou in advance for your

avorable consideration to House Bill 483.

Sincerely,
TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC.

Alfred Ketzle?, Jector
Native Services

Dai*y Stevens
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BRISTOL BAY NATIVE ASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 310
DILLINGHAM AK ~ 99576
(907) 842-5257

March 26, 1990

Senator Pat Pourchot
Rra. 504, Capital
P.O. Box V

Juneau AK 99811

Dear Senator,

It is ray understanding that you have not scheduled House B ill
483 yet. This bill is very important to the VPSO program and
to the Bristol Bay region.” | believe that it definitely
deserves your attention this session. |If it hasn't alréady
been scheduled, please do what you can to see that it is
scheduled soon.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
BRISTOL BAY NATIVE ASSOCIATION

. VPSO Coordinator
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