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CS H B  385, r e l a t i n g  to e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n ' s  d e a t h  g ra t u i t i e s .  

T E L E C O N F E R E N C E

A T T E N T I O N ;  Rep. H u d s o n  has a p r o p o s e d  CS to p r e s e n t  to c o m m i t t e e  which 

a d d r e s s e s  the D M V A  c o n c e r n  that the w o r d  "burial" w o u l d  n e g a t e  t h e  g r a t u i t y  

for c re m a t i o n s .

TO T E S T I F Y ;

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Bill H u d s o n  

J e f f  M o r r i s i o n :  DMVA, in support.

NOTES: V F W  s u p ports
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IN THE HOUSE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 385 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to eligibility for veterans' death

gratuities."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 26.10.080(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs shall pay, 

upon application, a death gratuity in the amount of $750 to the sur­

viving spouse of a qualified veteran [WHOSE BURIAL IN THE STATE OCCURS 

ON OR AFTER M Y  13 i 1984, AND] who was a resident of the state at the 

time of death. If the veteran has no surviving spouse, the gratuity

shall be paid to the personal representative of the veteran. A veter­

an is qualified under this subsection if the veteran's

(1) burial occurred in the state on or after May 13, 1984;

or

A c t .

(2) death occurred on or after the effective date of this

- 1 - SCS CSHB 3 8 5 ( S A )



Offered: 2/7/90
Referred: Finance

6-1580E

Original sponsor(s): REP. HUDSON, Gruenberg

IN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 385 (State Affairs)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to eligibility for veterans' death

gratuities." "fv | UJ&S \u C S  fto/i"
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 26.10.080(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs shall pay, 

upon application, a death gratuity in the amount of $750 to the sur­

viving spouse of a qualified veteran [WHOSE BURIAL IN THE STATE OCCURS 

ON OR A F T E R  M A Y  13, 1984, AND] who was a resident of the state at the

time of death. If the veteran has no surviving spouse, the gratuity

shall be paid to the personal representative of the veteran. A veter­

an is qualified under this subsection if the veteran'sfburial occurred) 
b u f W  A C c u r e d -

(1)A in the state on or after May 13. 1984; or
o c c o r a j

(2)^ elsewhere on or after the effective date of this Act.

H B 0 3 8 5 B - 1 - CSHB 385(SA)



STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

N o - 1
( &  BILL V E R S I O N : CSHB 385(SA) 

PUBLISH DATE: HOUSE 2/7/90

REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
n . . _ F e b ru a ry  5 ,  1990
Revision D ale :_______ J
Title A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  eligibility 

f o r  vete r a n s  b u r i a l  allowance.

EMVA
Agency Affected:
BRII- Vetp.rans Affairs

Sponsor: Rep . Hudson 
Requestor: House S t a t e  A f f a i r s Com ponent 7 ^ . S E ™ 1 ! '

EX PEN D ITU R ES/R EV EN U ES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &,STRUCTURES
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MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0
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FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER
TOTAL ■
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FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
H ie  a d d i t i o n a l  d e a th  g r a t u i t i e s  p a id  t o  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
q u a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h i s  b i l l  a r e  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  n e g l i g i b l e  
based  on p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  n e g l i g i b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  d e a th  g r a t u i t i e s  
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P rp p sr^h y Jef f  M o r r i s o n ,  D i r e c t o r    pt,nn,.465-46Q 0
Oivicinn • .A d m in i s t r a t i v e  & S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s ,  EMVA_________  no.^2/ 0 5 / 9 0

/ >
A ppm  vp/l h y  C n  T n m i^ r m ^ S  J o I ^ S c h a e f f ^ 2^ 71  — _____________  D a t C ? / £ ^ / 2 2 _____________
Agency: Dep a r t m e n t  o f  Mili t a r y  & Veterans A f f a i r s _______

Distribution (by preparer):

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget n
Impacted Agency(ies) P3^ -----
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1990 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

BILL V E R S I O N :  HR IRS.

P U B L I S H  D A T E :  ________

REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
_ . . _ F e b r u a r y  5. 1990
Revision Date:_______  ______ _
Title A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  eligibility

for v e t e r a n s  b u r i a l  allowance.

Sponsor: Rep- H u d s o n
Requestor: H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

E X PE N D IT U R E S/R E V E N U E S: (Thousands of Dollars)

EMVAAgency Affected:
BRIJ: Veterans Affairs

f - |  ^ r a t u i c y

O P E R A T I N G F Y  91 F Y  92 F Y  93 FY  94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
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MISCELLANEOUS
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REVENUE
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GENERAL FUN D  
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  d e a t h  g r a t u i t i e s  paid to survivors o f  the additional 

qu a l i f i e d  v e t e r a n s  c r e a t e d  b y  thi s  bill are p r o j e c t e d  to b e  negligible 

based o n  p a s t  experience. T h i s  negligible increase in death gratuities 

will b e  a b s o r b e d  w i t h i n  t he existing budget f o r  thi s  component.

Pr.pmHhyJef f  M o rrison, D i r e c t o r _____________________________  Phnn„465-4600

. Division : A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  & S u p p o r t  Services, DMVA_________  n-i.,.2/05/90__________

Approved by CommislsfoneflP S c h a e f f e r ^ * ' 11 __________ p a[c2/05/90__________
Agency: D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  & Veterans A f f airs_______

Distribution (by preparer):
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6-1580H ^
C r a m e r
5/23/90

Original sponsor(s): REP. HUDSON, Gruenberg, Boucher

IN THE HOUSE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 385 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to eligibility for veterans' death

gratuities.M

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA.:

* Section 1. AS 26.10.080(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs shall pay, 

upon application, a death gratuity in the amount of $750 to the sur­

viving spouse of a qualified veteran [WHOSE BURIAL IN THE STATE OCCURS 

ON OR AFTER MAY 13  ̂ 1984, AND] who was a resident of the state at the 

time of death. If the veteran has no surviving spouse, the gratuity 

shall be paid to the personal representative of the veteran. A veter­

an is qualified under this subsection if the veteran's

(1) burial occurred in the state on or after May 13, 1984;

or

(2) death occurred on or after the effective date of this

A c t .

vr-’r. VfU'. l^ g !-  ■■'< : ^ .9 T - ^
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SENATE COMMITTEE KEEUK'JL U1’

DATE: 3 / 8 / 9 0 FURTHER : F i n a n c e

DATE TURNED IN TO  O F F IC E :

State Affairs C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  CSHB 3 8 5  (SA)

"A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n s '  d e a t h  g r a t u i t i e s . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d :
„  [ X ]  s am e  t i t l e

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS C, f .  j-4 if?, * 3  ________  C ] n ew  t i t l e
[ ] o r  a d o p t  ______________  C S _____________________________________ [ ] t e c h n i c a l

t i t l e  c h a n g e
[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  (H B  o n l y )
[ ] __________________________________ l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d

d o  p a s s

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  ______________________________________________

ATTACHES NEW F I S C A L  N O T E ( S ) :  APPROVES P R E V IO U S :
^ a p t / D a t e :

[ ] f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  _____________________  [ ] f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )

■I

D e p t / D a t e :

[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s ) [  ]  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ' - )
  r

[  ]  a p p r o p r i a t i o n - n o  f i s c a l  n o t e  

S IG N IN G  DO P A S S : .

[  ]  G o v e r n o r ' s .  '>* w / f i s c a l  n o t e

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



REPRESENTAT IVE  BILL HUDSON
P .O .  B O X  V  

J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  
9 9811

(907)465-374-4- o r  4 9 9 1

F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 9 0

COMMITTEES:
Tansponaiion  

Resources 
Foreign Trade

FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE* 
DOT/PF 
C & R A

Representative Lyman Hoffman 
and
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o n  L a r s o n  
C o - C h a i r m e n
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H o f fm a n  a n d  L a r s o n :
CSHB 3 8 5 ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n s '  d e a t h  g r a t u i t y  
a l l o w a n c e  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
F e b r u a r y  6 .  T h e  b i l l ' s  n e x t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r r a l  i s  t h e  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

T h i s  b i l l  s e e k s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a n  A l a s k a n  
v e t e r a n  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  b u r i e d  i n  A l a s k a .  S e v e r a l  v e t e r a n s  h a v e  
e x p r e s s e d  t o  me t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  b e c o m in g  h a r d e r  t o  f i n d  
b u r i a l  s p a c e  i n  v e t e r a n s '  p l o t s .  M any  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  f a m i l y  
p l o t s  a n d  w i s h  t o  p l a c e  t h e i r  d e c e a s e d  A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  i n  
t h o s e  f a m i l y  p l o t s .

I  f e e l  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  p a y i n g  a  d e a t h  
g r a t u i t y  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 5 0  i s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  
v e t e r a n ' s  f a m i l y  a n d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d  f o r  h a v i n g  s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i l i r a r y .

W h e r e  a n  A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  i s  b u r i e d  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  b e  u p  t o  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  a n d  n o t  b e  c o n d i t i o n e d  u p o n  s t a t e  p o l i c y .  T h e  b u r i a l  
o f  a n  A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  d i m i n i s h  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r  w a s  a n  A l a s k a  
r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  a  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ,  a n d  t h e  e n c l o s e d  
l e t t e r  f r o m  J o h n  W. S c h a e f f e r ,  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  
G u a r d ,  T h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l ,  p o i n t s  o u t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  
h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  f i s c a l  im p a c t .

HB 3 8 5  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  W a r s .  A 
c o p y  o f  t h e i r  l e t t e r  i s  a l s o  e n c l o s e d .

REPRESEN T IN G  
^  a i a s k a s  c a p i t a l  c i t y►*4



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H o f fm a n  a n d  L a r s o n  
F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 9 0  
R e :  HB 3 8 5
P a g e  Two

Y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p l a c e  t h i s  b i l l  o n  t h e  H o u s e
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  a g e n d a  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  w i l l  b e  v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e d .
Respectfully,

/ ! £

B i l l  H u d s o n  

BH : l h

E n c l o s u r e s



J Y l a s k a  ^ l e g t a l a t e e

REPRESENTAT IVE  BILL HUDSON COMMITTEES:

P .O .  B O X  V  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  

9 9 8 1 1
( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 7 4 - 4 -  O f  4 9 9 1

Trnnsportniion 
Resources 

Foreign Trade

MARCH 7 ,  1 99 0

FINANCE SUBCOM M ITTEES 
DOT/PF 
C & RA

PRESS RELEASE

HUDSON'S VETERAN B I L L  PASSES HOUSE

THE HOUSE PASSED HB 3 8 5 ,  SPONSORED BY REPRESENTATIVE E IL L  
HUDSON, (R ) JUNEAU, ON MARCH 7TH . THE LEG ISLATION W IL L  ALLOW 
THE SURV IV ING  SPOUSE OF AN ALASKAN VETERAN TO Q UA L IFY  FOR THE 
$ 7 5 0  DEATH GRATUITY REGARDLESS OF WHERE THE VETERAN I S  BUR IED .

"AN OUT OF STATE B U R IA L  DOES NOT D IM IN ISH  THE FACT THAT A 
DECEASED VETERAN WAS AN ALASKAN AT THE TIME OF DEATH OR THE 
FACT THAT THE VETERAN SERVED IN  THE UN ITED STATES M IL IT A R Y ,"  
HUDSON SA ID .

THE MEASURE PASSED 3 8 - 0 ,  AND HUDSON LOOKS FORWARD TO EARLY 
PASSAGE IN  THE SENATE .

# # #

REPRESENTING 
A LASKA ’S CAPITAL C ITY



J V l a s k a  j S f c t i e  j E e g t s I d u r e

REPRESENTAT IVE BILL HUDSON COMMITTEES:

P .O .  B O X  V  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  

9 9 8 1 1
( 9 0 7 ) 4 0 5 - 3 7 4 4  O f  4 9 9 1

TTansportaiion 
Resources 

Foreign Hade
e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 9 0 FINANCE SUBCOM M ITTEES 

DOT/PF 
C & RAR e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f ,

C h a i r m a n  -  H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

CSHB 3 8 5  ( S A ) ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  v e t e r a n ' s  d e a t h  
g r a t u i t y ,  w as  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  t o d a y ,  
a n d  n ow  a w a i t s  s c h e d u l i n g  b y  t h e  H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  
f l o o r  a c t i o n .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e e k s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a n  
A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  b u r i e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  
s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  $ 7 5 0  d e a t h  g r a t u i t y .
S e v e r a l  v e t e r a n s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t o  me t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  
b e c o m in g  h a r d e r  t o  f i n d  b u r i a l  s p a c e  i n  v e t e r a n s '  p l o t s .  M any 
f a m i l i e s  h a v e  f a m i l y  p l o t s  a n d  w i s h  t o  p l a c e  t h e i r  d e c e a s e d  
A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  i n  t h o s e  f a m i l y  p l o t s .

I  f e e l  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  p a y i n g  a  d e a t h  
g r a t u i t y  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 5 0  i s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  
v e t e r a n ' s  f a m i l y  a n d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d  f o r  h a v i n g  s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y .

W h e r e  a n  A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  i s  b u r i e d  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  b e  u p  t o  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  a n d  n o t  b e  c o n d i t i o n e d  u p o n  s t a t e  p o l i c y .  T h e  b u r i a l  
o f  a n  A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  d i m i n i s h  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r  w a s  a n  A l a s k a  
r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  
W a r s .

Y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p l a c e  t h i s  b i l l  o n  t h e  H o u s e  
c a l e n d a r  f o r  f l o o r  a c t i o n  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  w i l l  
b e  v e r y  m uch  a p p r e c i a t e d .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

B i l l  H u d s o n

BH : l h

REPRESENTING 
A LASKA 'S CAPITAL CITY
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REPRESENTAT IVE BILL HUDSON

M a rc h  8 ,  1 9 9 0

P .O .  b o x  v  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  

99811
(907)4-05-374 4 Or 4991

COMMITTEES:
TTansporiaiion 

Resources 
Foreign TTadc

FINANCE SUBCOM M ITTEES 
DOT/PF 
C & RA

S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t ,  C h a i rm a n  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P o u r c h o t :

CSHB 3 8 5 (S A )  w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  o n  M a r c h  7 t h ,  
a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a w a i t i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e e k s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a n  
A l a s k a n  v e t e r a n  b e  p h y s i c a l l y  b u r i e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  
s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  $ 7 5 0  d e a t h  g r a t u i t y .  S e v e r a l  
v e t e r a n s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t o  me t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  b e c o m in g  
h a r d e r  t o  f i n d  b u r i a l  s p a c e  i n  v e t e r a n s '  p l o t s ;  m an y  f a m i l i e s  
h a v e  f a m i l y  p l o t s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  w i s h  t o  p l a c e  t h e i r  
d e c e a s e d  A l a s k a  v e t e r a n  i n  t h o s e  f a m i l y  p l o t s .

I  b e l i e v e  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  p a y i n g  a  d e a t h  
g r a t u i t y  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 7 5 0  i s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  
v e t e r a n s '  f a m i l y  a n d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  d e c e a s e d  f o r  h a v i n g  s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y .

W h e r e  t h e  A l a s k a  v e t e r a n  i s  b u r i e d  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  b e  u p  t o  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  a n d  n o t  b e  c o n d i t i o n e d  u p o n  s t a t e  p o l i c y .  T h e  b u r i a l  
o f  a n  A l a s k a  v e t e r a n  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  d i m i n i s h  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r  w a s  a n  
A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  
W a r s .
Y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p l a c e  CSHB 3 8 5 (S A )  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  
f o r  a  h e a r i n g  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  me 
a n d  a l l  A l a s k a  v e t e r a n s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

B i l l  H u d s o n  

BH : l h
▲

KP .P IIESENT ING
ALASKA 'S c a p it a l  c it y



A l a s k a  j i t a t e  l l l e g t s l a i u r e

REPRESENTAT IVE  BILL HUDSON COMMITTEES:

P .O .  B O X  V  
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  

9 9 8 1 1
( 9 0 7 ) 4 - 0 5 - 3 7 4 - 4 -  o r  4 -9 9 1

Transportation 
Resources 

Foreign Trade

F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 9 0 FINANCESUBCOMMITT
DOT/PF
C & R A

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o n  L a r s o n  
a n d
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L ym an  H o f f m a n ,
C o C h a i r m e n ,  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  L a r s o n  a n d  H o f fm a n :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  H o u s e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  HB 3 8 5  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .

A q u e s t i o n  w a s  p o s e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U lm e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o n  l i n e  1 7 .

C h a p t e r  7 SLA  8 4 ,  a  c o p y  o f  w h i c h  i s  a t t a c h e d  f o r  y o u r  
c o n v e n i e n t  r e f e r e n c e ,  c h a n g e d  t h e  s t a t u t e  t o  a l l o w  f o r  a  
" d e a t h  g r a t u i t y "  i n s t e a d  o f  a  " b u r i a l  a l l o w a n c e . "  T h e  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  May 1 3 ,  1 9 8 4 .

I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o n  l i n e  1 7 ;  
o t h e r w i s e  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  o f  a  v e t e r a n  who d i e d  b e f o r e  
May 1 3 ,  1 9 8 4  c o u l d  c l a i m  a  " d e a t h  g r a t u i t y . "

I f  y o u  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  me o r  L a n d a  
H o l t a n  a t  3 7 4 4  o r  4 9 9 1 .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

B i l l  H u d s o n

BH: l h

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U lm e r  w / a t t a c h m e n t s

REPRESENTING 
^  A LA SKA S  CAPITAL C ITY



STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DEPARTM ENT OF M ILITAR Y 
A  A D  VETERAN S A FFA IR S

F R O N T IE R B U ILD IN G  
SU ITE  620 
3601 C  S T R E E T
ANCHORAGE A LA SK A  99503 5989

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  A D J U T A N T  G E N E R A L

ANCHORAGE A LA SK A  99503 5989

A d m in i s t r a t i v e  & Su pp o r t
S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  

P .O . Box L  
Juneau , AK 99811

F e b ru a ry  2 7 ,  1990
The H on o ra b le  Ramona Ba rnes  
A la s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
P .O .  Box V 
Jun eau , AK 99811

D ea r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B a rn e s ,

Y ou r  s t a f f  h a s  r e q u e s te d  some in f o rm a t i o n  c on c e rn in g  t h e  v e t e r a n s  d e a th  
g r a t u i t y ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  HB385.

L a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  V e te ra n s  A f f a i r s ,  Chuck B o rg , fo und  o u t  f rom  
r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  t h e r e  appea red  t o  be  more 
v e t e r a n s  s u r v i v o r s  e l i g i b l e  t o  c la im  t h e  d e a th  g r a t u i t y  th a n  were a p p ly in g  f o r  
i t .  L a s t  J u l y ,  h e  fo un d  o u t  t h a t  i n  c a le n d a r  y e a r  1 9 8 7 , t h e r e  w ere  550 
v e t e r a n s  who d i e d ,  and i n  1 988 , t h e r e  were  5 5 3 .  We have  n o t  y e t  a s k ed  f o r  t h e  
i n f o rm a t i o n  f o r  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1 9 8 9 .  D u r ing  t h e  same p e r i o d  o f  t im e ,  th e  
number o f  c la im s  f o r  t h e  v e t e r a n s  d e a th  g r a t u i t y  was much l e s s .  I n  FY 1 9 8 7 , 
t h e r e  w ere  319 c la im s  ( $ 2 3 8 , 9 0 0 ) ;  i n  FY 1988 , t h e r e  were 370  c la im s  
( $ 2 7 7 , 3 0 0 ) ;  and i n  FY 1989 t h e r e  w e re  360  c la im s  ( $ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0 ) .

We a r e  c once rned  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  v e t e r a n s  s u r v i v o r s  i n  A la s k a  who a r e  n o t  
c la im in g  t h i s  b e n e f i t  a l low e d  by  s t a t u t e ,  and Mr. Bo rg  i s  d o in g  what he can 
w i t h i n  h i s  budge t t o  in c r e a s e  t h e  awareness  o f  t h i s  p rog ram  and o t h e r  v e t e r a n s  
b e n e f i t s .  I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  however, t h e r e  has  n o t  been any  
a p p r e c i a b le  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number o f  d e a th  g r a t u i t y  c la im s  f i l e d ,  o v e r  what 
we had p r o j e c t e d  i n  o u r  o r i g i n a l  budge t  r e q u e s t .

The FY91 budge t r e q u e s t  i s  based on  t h e  same number o f  p r o j e c t e d  d e a th  
g r a t u i t y  c la im s  t h a t  w ere  used i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  budge ts  f o r  FY89 and 
FY90 : 3 6 0  d e a th  g r a t u i t i e s  p e r  y e a r ,  o r  30  p e r  month. I n  b o th  t h e  FY89 and 
FY90 b u d g e ts ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e l e c t e d  t o  unde r fund  t h e  p rog ram  w i t h  t h e  
e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  a  su p p lem en ta l r e q u e s t  i f  needed . Through to d a y ,  we have  p a id  
1 56  c la im s ,  and h ave  a n o th e r  54 c la im s  i n  p r o c e s s .  C la im s  r e c e i v e d  t o  d a t e  
c o v e r  d e a th s  th r o u g h  J a n u a ry  because  o f  t h e  l a g  t im e  between a  v e t e r a n ' s  d e a th  

1 t h e  su bm iss io n  o f  t h e  d e a th  g r a t u i t y  c la im .  The t o t a l  o f  210  c la im s  
r e c e i v e d  t o  d a t e  c a v e r s  seven  months a t  an a v e rag e  o f  30 p e r  month , which i s  
v e r y  c l o s e  t o  o u r  p r o j e c t e d  budge t .

P l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  you  need any  f u r t h e r  i n f o rm a t i o n .
*

c c :  Chuck B o rg , D i r e c t o r  o f  V e te ra n s  A f f a i r s
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ron L a rs on , Chairman , House F inance  subcomm ittee  on EMVA
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VETERANS O F  FOREIGN WARS OF THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT O F  ALASKA *|
P.O . Box 102320  i
Anchorage, A laska 99510

Telephone 907-276-8213

Mr. Oliver 

Oliver's Trophies 
P.O. Box 2405 

Juneau, A k  99803-2495

January 17, 1990

Dear Mr. Oliver:

We have reviewed che two bills you have sent us and locally we generally

approve of the two issues. H3 385 removes the penalty of a widow who 

decides to bury her v e t e r a n  husband "back home" where he grew up and where 

the widow now may be f o rced to move (in wi t h  children, etc.,) I t’s a good 

bill.

HB 382 removes the p e n a l t y  for "wintering outside" for our older citizens » ■> 

who have great difficulty with the cold and who do not have sufficient 

money to return promptly w ithin 90 days. Le t ' s  be fair and pass it.

Thanks for keeping us informed. We appreciate your interest and helpfulness.

Sincerely

A! ;st Service Officer
Authorized Respondent



STEVE COVJPER. GOVERNOR

/

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  A D J U T A N T  G E N E R A L

F P O N TlE R  BUILDING 
SU ITE  523 
2601 C  S T R E E T
AN CH O RAG E A LA SK A  925:3 5939 
PHONE i 907i 2A3C656 
AUTOVON 626 1 AAA

( 9 0 7 )  2 4 9 - 1 5 6 5

A u g u s t  4 ,  1 9 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
P .O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1 - 0 1 0 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u d s o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  J u l y  7 t h  c o n c e r n i n g  a n  am en dm en t  
t o  AS 2 6 . 1 0 . 0 8 0 ,  t h e  D e a t h  G r a t u i t y  P r o g r a m .

I n  F Y 8 8  we p a i d  3 0 4  c l a i m s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  $ 2 2 8 , 0 0 0 . I n  F Y 8 9  
t h e  n u m b e r  w a s  3 6 0  f o r  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  $ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
o u r  r e c o r d s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o n l y  o n e  c l a i m  l a s t  y e a r  d e n i e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  p l a n n e d  a n  o u t  o f  s t a t e  b u r i a l .  T h e  s t a t u t e  
i s  p r e t t y  c l e a r  o n  t h a t  i s s u e  a n d  m o s t  a p p l i c a n t s / s u r v i v o r s  a p p e a r  
t o  k n ow  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e i r  c l a i m .  I t ' s  h a r d  
t o  p r e d i c t  w h a t  s o r t  o f  f i s c a l  im p a c t  y o u r  am en dm en t  w o u l d  h a v e ,  
b u t  I  a n t i c i p a t e  n o t  t o o  g r e a t .

T h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  D e a t h  G r a t u i t y  P r o g r a m  i s  t h a t  
p e o p l e  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  m a k i n g  c l a i m s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  
r e c e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  o u t  o f  3 0 4  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  o n l y  t w e l v e  w e r e  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  N o r t h w e s t  
A r c t i c  B o r o u g h ,  B e r i n g  S t r a i t s ,  W e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  B r i s t o l  B a y  a n d  
t h e  A l e u t i a n  C h a i n .

W e ' r e  t a k i n g  s t e p s  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  t o  
im p r o v e  o u r  o u t r e a c h / i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  i n  h o p e s  o f  s t r i k i n g  a  
b e t t e r  b a l a n c e  o f  a p p l i c a n t s .  I  e x p e c t  t h e  o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t  w i l l  
h a v e  a  n o t i c e a b l e  i m p a c t .

I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  l e t  me k n o w .

S i n c e r e l y

J p h n  W. S c h a e f f e r  
M h j o r  G e n e r a l  
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  
T h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l

JW S /h a h



subsection [SECTION) shall be made in che relative's m  

necessary. Nothing in this subsection (SECTION) w  

section applies to child placement for adoptive purpoIt(

AS i7.I2.llO' repealed.

AS 4’.23.250(1) tended to read:' j
s-egptions under AS 09.38 [THE EXEMPTIONS FROM EXECUTIOg 

CSTORS UNDER AS 09.35.080(a) AND THE RESTRICTIONS 

V JUDGM EN T  DEBTORS UNDER AS 09.35.080(b)(1)) do not ij. 

••£< to enforce the payment of child support under AS C 

■-3-270» however, 50 percent of che gross wages of ^ 

5100 a week, whichever is less, is exempt from execut'J 

:3.230 - i7.23.270.

•» i7.3 5. 010(b) is amended to read:

■e department shall, w i th in  90 days after receiving 

JCit that it do so, delegate its powers relating a 

'•u*r this section and un der A S  i7.35.0i0 - i7.35.060 

'7.35,050 AND 4 7 .35.060J to a municipality which ha 

idlnance providing for day care licensing under home rcj 

authorized under AS 2 9 . 4 8 . 0 3 5 ( a )(20). A  municipality J 

pouera have been delegated m ay  w aive or modify a^ 

■r standard established by the department under la 

AS 47.35.010 - 47.35.080 as it applies to nurseries a 

on of any such regulation or standard as it applies toj 

• y care licensee but must no tify the department of an

LAWS OF ALASKA

1 9 8 4

Sovrc*
sfSHB 3 0 b(Rls)

AN ACT

Relating to burial allowances for veterans.

BE fT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PACE 1. LINE 8

This Act takes effect immediately In accordance via
A p p r o v e d  by the Governor: February 13, 1984
Actual Effective Date: May 13, 1984

Chap la r N o .
7   _



Chapter 7

AN ACT

Relating to burial allowances for veterans.

• S e c t i o n  1. AS 26.10.080 is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c . i d  t o  r e a d :

Sec. 26.10.080. DEATH GRATUITY. (a) The dlvitlon of veterans' 

affairs shall pay, upon application, a death gratuity in the amount of 

$750 to the surviving spouse of a veteran whose burial in the state 

occurs on or after the effective date of this section and who was a 

resident of the state at the tlac of death. If the veteran has no 

surviving spouse, the gratuity shall be paid to the personal represen­

tative of the veteran.

(b) A  death gratuity nay be paid for a veteran otherwise eligi­

ble under (a) of this section even if the veteran died while tempo­

rarily absent from the state.

(c) The division of veterans' affairs may not pay a death gratu­

ity unless the veteran for w h om  payment is made received an honorable

discharge or a general discharge under honorable conditions.

(d) In this section

(1) "personal representative" includes administrator, 

executor, special administrator, successor personal representative, 

and persons who perform substantially the same function under the lav 

governing their status;

(2) "veteran" means

(A) a person who served in a branch of the armed 

services of the United States

-1- SCSHB 306(Rls)
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Chapter 7

(i) uho ac the tine of entry Into the aervice 

a .'csident of the territory or state, who had been a ren.

dent for not less than one year immediately before intr,

into the service, and who returned to /he territory or n tll 

within one year after discharge as a resident with ti, 

intention of remaining in the territory or statei or

(ii) who was a resident of the state for not lt„

than one year immediately preceding the time of death; or

(B) a person who served in the Alaska Army Nation^ 

Guard, the Alaska Air National Guard, or the Alaska Naval l i l l j .  

tia, or w ho  served in a reserve unic of the United States arte; 

forces in Alaska if the reserve unit required a minimum of ot, 

weekend of duty each nonth and 15 consecutive days of active dutj 

training each year for not less than three years.
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sd" in subsection (e); 
on ih).

§ 26.05.265

-■ct to legislative 
iber of the A laska 
tends or reenlists 
n titled  to a bonus

im um  authorized

2 m em ber has not 
en t purposes; and 
m ber extends or 
y ea rs  of service

or reen listm ent, 
a tire  service. The 
ch y ea r of exten- 
:ust be paid to an 
ask a  N aval Mili- 
before

oym ent w ith the 
’e te ran s ' Affairs,

or d isab ility  was

pt a  w a rran t or

lu a rd  or A laska 
is provided in  (a) 
employee of the 
S.G. 709; 
ployee under 32

whose sa la ry  is 
4 SLA 1973; am  
:h  62 SLA 1983;

o g in n in g  o f  subsec- 
'. s e n te n c e  o f  subsec- 
u b se c t io n  (c).

S ec . 26.05.280. T ra n s p o r ta t io n ,  s u b s is te n c e , a n d  su p p lie s .

E d ito r ’s no tes . — Because of the ment of this section by § 26, ch. 106, SLA 
am endm ent of § 69, ch. 106, SLA 1986 by 1986 is effective January  1, 1988.
§ 27, ch. 65, SLA 1987, the 1986 amend-

C h a p te r  10. V e te ran s .
A rtic le

2. Miscellaneous Provisions (§ 26.10.080)

A rtic le  2. M isc e lla n e o u s  P ro v is io n s .

S ectio n
80. D eath gratu ity

S ec . 26.10.080. D e a th  g ra tu i ty ,  (a) T he D epartm ent of M ilita ry  
an d  V e te ran s’ A ffairs shall pay, upon application, a death  g ra tu ity  in 
th e  am o u n t of $750 to the  su rv iv in g  spouse of a  veteran whose bu ria l 
in  th e  s ta te  occurs on or a fte r M ay 13,1984, and  who was a res id en t of 
th e  s ta te  a t  the  tim e of dea th . If  th e  veteran  h as  no surv iv ing  spouse, 
th e  g ra tu ity  shall be paid to th e  personal represen ta tive  of th e  vet­
e ran .

(b) A dea th  g ra tu ity  m ay be pa id  for a  v e teran  othenvise eligible 
u n d e r (a) of th is  section even if  th e  v e teran  died while tem porarily  
ab se n t from the s ta te .

(c) T he D epartm en t of M ilitary  and  V eterans ' Affairs m ay not pay a 
d e a th  g ra tu ity  un less the  v e te ran  for whom paym ent is m ade received 
an  honorable d ischarge or a  g en e ra l d ischarge under honorable condi­
tions.

(d) In  th is  section
(1) "personal rep resen ta tiv e” includes adm in istra to r, executor, spe­

cial ad m in is tra to r, successor personal represen ta tive , and  persons 
who perform  su b stan tia lly  the  sam e function u nder the law  governing 
th e ir  s ta tu s ;

(2) "v e te ra n ” m eans
(A) a  person who served in  a  b ranch  of th e  arm ed services o f the  

U n ited  S ta te s
(i) who a t  the  tim e of en try  in to  the  service was a residen t o f the  

te r r ito ry  or s ta te , who had been a residen t for not less th an  one y ea r 
im m ed ia te ly  before en try  in to  the  service, and who re tu rn ed  to the 
te rr ito ry  or s ta te  w ith in  one y ea r a fte r d ischarge as a residen t w ith  
th e  in ten tio n  of rem a in in g  in the  te rrito ry  or state; or

(ii) who was a re s id en t of th e  s ta te  for no t less th an  one year im m e­
d ia te ly  preceding th e  tim e of dea th ; or

(B) a  person who served in th e  A laska T errito ria l G uard, the 
A lask a  A rm y N ational G uard, the  A laska A ir N ational G uard, o r the 
A lask a  N aval M ilitia , or who served  in a reserve u n it of the U nited
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§ 26.15.040 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  S u p p l e m e n t § 26.15.040
S ta te s  a rm e d  forces in  A laska i f  the reserve u n it  required  a m inim um  
of o n e  w eekend  of du ty  each m onth and  15 consecutive days of active 
d u ty  t r a in in g  each y ea r for n o t less th an  th ree  years. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 
1982; am  § 14 ch 67 SLA 1983; am  § 1 ch 7 SLA 1984; am  E.O. No. 
58, § 12 (1984); am  § 1 ch 16 SLA 1985)

E d i to r ’s n o te s . — This section is set 
ou t above to correct a  minor error in item  
(d)(2)(ii) in  th e  main pamphlet.

C h a p te r  15. V e te ran s  L oans.

S e c tio n
40. V ete ran s’ loans 
60. (Repealed)

S e c . 26.15.040. V e te ra n s ’ lo a n s , (a) The com m issioner of com­
m erce  an d  economic developm ent may, u n d er regu la tions and policies, 
m ak e  th e  following loans:

(1) P e rso n a l loans m ay be m ade for educational, domestic, remote 
a re a  fam ily  housing and o th e r personal purposes, not exceeding 
$10,000. T h e  loans shall be secured by acceptable collateral when 
a v a ila b le  b u t  if  not ava ilab le  th e  com m issioner m ay m ake loans on 
th e  b a s is  o f good charac ter. T he ra te  of in te re s t m ay not exceed nine 
an d  o n e -h a lf  per cen t a y e a r on the unpaid  balance.

(2) [Repealed, § 77 ch 106 SLA 1980.]
(3) B u s in e ss  loans not exceeding $125,000 m ay be m ade to acquire, 

fin an ce  o r re finance or equip businesses, including  m ining  and fishing 
b u t n o t in c lu d in g  farm ing, if  the  loan ap p lican t has had th ree  or more 
y e a rs  o f  g en e ra l business experience. T he loans shall be secured by 
accep tab le  co lla te ra l and m ay no t exceed 75 per cent of the  appraised 
v a lu e  o f th e  co lla tera l offered as security . T he ra te  of in te re st m ay not 
exceed n in e  and  one-half per cen t a y ea r on the  unpaid  balance.

(4) M u ltip le  dw elling loans no t exceeding $110,000 m ay be m ade to 
p u rc h ase , rem odel, repair, build, furnish , refinance or equip m ultip le 
d w ellin g s. T h e  loans shall be secured by acceptable co llateral and m ay 
n o t exceed  75 per cen t of th e  appraised  value of the  collateral offered 
a s  se c u rity . T he ra te  of in te re st m ay not exceed n ine and  one-half per 
cen t a  y e a r  on the  unpaid  balance.

(b) T h e  com m issioner of com m erce and  economic developm ent may 
e n te r  in to  ag reem en ts  w ith p riv a te  banks, o th e r lending in stitu tions 
an d  in d iv id u a ls  for the  purpose o f g u a ran tee in g  loans m ade to quali­
fied ap p lic a n ts . T he g u aran tees  m ay not exceed 90 per cent of the 
am o u n t loaned  and  the loans sha ll be secured in the sam e m anner 
prov ided  for d irec t loans u n d er th is  section. A loan m ade under this 
su b sec tio n  an d  guaran teed  by the com m issioner of commerce and eco­
nom ic developm ent and  the  s ta te  shall bear an  in tere st ra te  not ex­
ceed ing  n in e  and one-half per cent a  y ea r on the unpaid balance.
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REPRESENTAT IVE BILL HUDSON
P .O .  B O X  V  

J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  
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(907)405-37*1-4- Oi' 4991

Tlansponaiion 
Resources 

Foreign Trade

FINANCE SUBC0MMITTE1 
DOT/PF 
C&RA

COMMITTEES:

J u l y  7, 1989

M a j o r  G e n e r a l  J ohn W. S c h a e f f e r  

Th e  A d j u t a n t  General 

C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  and 

V e t e r a n  A f f a i r s  

3601 "C" S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  620 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3 - 5 9 8 9  A

Dear ^ G e n e j^ -T -iJc ^ ^

I am  c o n s i d e r i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  to AS 2 6 . 1 0 . 0 8 0  D e a th  G r a t u i t y and w ou l d  

like y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a t ^ o p i n i o n  p r io r  to filing.

S p e c i f i c a l l y  John, I hav e  been a p p r o a c h e d  by several veterans asking 

that w e  e l i m i n a t e  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  tha t  burial be in the state for a 

s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  to r e c e i v e  the $75 0  allow a n c e .

This s e e m s  r e a s o n a b l e  b e c a u s e  the original p u r p o s e  o f  the a l l ow a n c e  was 

to p r o v i d e  som e r e l i e f  to nex t of kin a n d  was to h o n o r  veterans.

Bef or e  I fi l e  this c h a n g e ,  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a n alysis of its 

effect. F o r  e x a m p l e  h o w  m a n y  claims are paid a n n u a l l y  and how m a n y  are 

tu r n e d  d o w n  b e c a u s e  th e  de c e a s e d  was not b u r i e d  in A l a s k a ?

You r c a n d i d  o p i n i o n  will also be app r ec i a t e d .

i s p e c t f u l l y ,

Bill H u d s o n  

BH/klc
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