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HB 323: "An Act authorizing a Big Lake Ice Classic."

The Big Lake Ice Classic will have a nominal effect on the Games of Chance and 
Skill program  curren tly  in place. The ice classic would be operated and 
adm inistered by the  Houston Junior-Senior High School Booster Club and the 
Big Lake Cham ber of Commerce jointly, or by e ither the Houston Junior-Senior 
H igh School Booster Club or the Big Lake Cham ber of Commerce. The 
departm en t would not be involved other than receiving and processing an 
annual application and annual report and collecting the  perm it fees. This ice 
classic is not predicted to have any major im pact on the  enforcement and audit 
function carried ou t by the departm ent under the Games of Chance and Skill 
program . The organizations m ust m eet the requirem ents of a "Qualified 
Organization" as defined in AS 05.15.210(28) and 15 AAC 105.010.

The departm ent believes th a t the Big Lake Ice Classic will provide an  additional
Junior-Senior H igh School and the Big Lakeopportunity  for the  t  

C ham ber of Commerce
Houston 

to raise needed funds.

We assum e the Big Lake Ice Classic will be operated in the same m anner as the 
original N enana Ice Pool was conducted in 1959 and prior years. This m eans, as 
per AS 15.12.210(18), a game of chance where a prize of money is awarded for 
the  closest guess of the  tim e the ice moves. In tne N enana Ice Pool, a person 
actually  guesses the  tim e the ice will move by w riting  out on a ticket the date 
and tim e of the  person’s guess.

Provided the Big Lake Ice Classic is conducted in th is  usual m anner, the 
departm en t supports th e  legislation.

LM/JH/dgl6132D 
12390d
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S t a t e  A f f a i r s C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  HOUSE B IL L  NO. 3 2 3

"A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a  B i g  L a k e  I c e  C l a s s i c . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d :

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  
[ ] o r  a d o p t  _____

CS
CS

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )
[ 3 l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d

[ ] s am e  t i t l e  
[ ]  new  t i t l e
[  ]  t e c h n i c a l  

t i t l e  c h a n g e  
(HB  o n l y )

[ ] d o  p a s s

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o

ATTACHES NEW F I S C A L  N O T E (S )  :
D e p t / D a t e :

[ ]  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  _____________________

APPROVES P R E V IO U S :  

[  ] f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )
D e p t / D a t e :

[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s ) ( ^ ]  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )

[  ]  a p p r o p r i a t i o n - n o  f i s c a l  n o t e  [ ]  G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l  w / f i s c a l  n o t e



HB 323, A u t h o r i z i n g  a Big Lake Ice C l a s s i c

T E L E C O N F E R E N C E

T O  T E S T I F Y;

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cur t  M e n a r d  

D i a n a  H e r s c h b a c h

NOTES: No p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  o r  changes.



FROM:

DATE:

TO S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a i r  -  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a rd  

M a r c h  2 3 ,  1 9 9 0

RE HB 3 2 3  -  A u t h o r i z i n g  a  B i g  L a k e  I c e  C l a s s i

HB 3 2 3  w o u ld  e s t a b l i s h  a  B i g  L a k e  I c e  C l a s s i c  t o  b e  
o p e r a t e d  a s  a  f u n d  r a i s i n g  e v e n t  f o r  t h e  H o u s t o n  
J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  B o o s t e r  C l u b  a n d  t h e  B i g  L a k e  
C h am b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e .

H o u s t o n  J u n i o r  s e n i o r  H i g h  o p e n e d  i r s  d o o r s  i n  1 9 8 6  
a n d  h a d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a n d  s p o r t s  p r o g r a m s  j u s t  a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h a n g e d  
f r o m  f u l l  f u n d i n g  f o r  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
p a y i n g  f o r  j u s t  c o a c h e s  s a l a r i e s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
O t h e r  s c h o o l s  a l r e a d y  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  f u n d  r a i s e r s ,  
a d e q u a t e  s p o r t s  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f u n d s  f r o m  p r i o r  y e a r s  
t o  h e l p  th e m  b u f f e r  t h e  c u t s .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  H o u s t o n  J u n i o r  
S e n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B i g  L a k e  
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e ,  t o  s e l l  g u e s s e s  o n  w h en  a  
d e v i c e  w i l l  f a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  iG e  o n  B i g  L a k e .  One 
h a l f  o f  a l l  t h e  f u n d s  c o l l e c t e d  w o u l d  b e  p a i d  t o  t h e  
w i n n i n g  g u e s s .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  f u n d s  w o u ld  b e  s p l i t  
e q u a l l y  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o  s p o n s o r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  
f u n d  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
b i l J . P l e a s e  c a l l  i f  y o u  r e q u i r e  a n y  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

Representing the 
M atanuska-Susitna Borough

Co-Chair 
House Resources Committee

Member 
Special Commilteo on Tourism 

Slate Affairs Committee 
Bud je t Committee
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HOUSTON BOOSTER CLUB
Houston Jr./Sr. High School 

P.O. Box 521060 Big Lake, Alaska 99652 (907) 892-9250
"Home of the Hawks"

March 12, 1990

Executive Board

President 
Vern Christianson

Vice President 
Kris Swift

Secretary 
L inda Conover

Treasurer 
Diane H erschbach

Honorable Pat Pourchot 
Senate State Affairs Committee 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: HB 323 - Big Lake Ice Classic

Dear Sen. Pourchot:

When I was in Juneau in late January, I met with 
Susan Barnette of your staff on the above bill.

I’d like to give you a brief background of why the 
bill is of utmost importance to us. The Mat-Su 
School District had funded all extra curricular 
activities for schools through the 1985-86 school 
year. Houston Jr./Sr. High opened in the fall of 
1986. The district has only funded transportation 
for activities since then. Palmer, Wasilla and Su- 
Yalley High School had years to build up reserve 
funds through booster clubs and events sponsored by 
the various clubs or sports. Houston opened behind 
the 8-ball so to speak, as we had to begin raising 
funds for that year immediately with no buffer to 
insulate us.

Our attendance area covers an area the size of Rhode 
Island. Most of the area is rural, but it does 
include the Steall towns of Big Lake, Houston and 
Willow. We have averaged 465 students this year in 
grades 7-12.

Last year we raised $95,000.00 to meet expenses but 
have about drained the parents and the few small 
businesses in the area. We sold Christmas trees,



oranges, magazines, cookbooks, jewelry, firewood, 
band uniforms, pizzas, concessions at games, cookies, 
candy, teeshirts and jackets, etc. We had two big 
raffles, a Christmas dinner and talent show, auction, 
poker run, chili feed, family fun night, garage sale, 
car wash, plus sent a letter to all parents asking 
for donations. Each student is also charged a $35.00 
fee to participate in each sport, club or activity.

The students and Booster Club members are exhausted 
and burned out. Activities seem to take second place 
to fundraising.

We feel the idea of an ice pool or classic would be 
of great benefit to us, as we could draw from people 
throughout our Borough not involved now. Reps. 
Menard and Larson were enthusiastic about the idea 
and sponsored HB 323. Everyone is well aware of the 
budget issue in Juneau this year. However, our 
request to get HB 323 passed is different than most. 
Our hands are tied unless legislation adds us to 
those who can hold ice classics. We aren't 
requesting funds - we just want the opportunity to be 
able to raise the funds ourselves.

We would appreciate you scheduling the bill in your 
committee as soon as possible. If you have any 
questions, call me at 892-7839 or the Houston 
principal, Carol Kane, at 892-9250. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Diane Herschbach 
Booster Club Treasurer

cc: Senate State Affairs Committee Members
Reps. Menard and Larson 
Sen. Kerttula and Syzmanski
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Alaska State Legislature

Official Business P . O .  B o x  V  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1

DATE: J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 9 0

TO : S e n a t o r  P a t  P o u r c h o t
C h a i r m a n ,  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d

R E :  HB 3 2 3
E s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  B i g  L a k e  I c e  C l a s s i c

T h e  a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  b i l l  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  y o u r  
c o m m i t t e e .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p i e c e  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  c o m m i t t e e  h e a l i n g  a t  
y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  my r e q u e s t .  I f  y o u  
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  e i t h e r  
m y s e l f  o r  l o l a  a t  2 6 7 9 .




