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CS HB 268 (Jud) am, Commission on Judicial Conduct and to the Alaska
Supreme Court"s power to discipline judges.

INVITATIONAL TELECONFERENCE; Anchorage LIO and Marla Greenstein
ANNOUNCE; WE ARE ONLY TELECONFERENCING TWO BILLS TODAY;
CS HB 268 and SB 518, after that we will drop off line.

TO TESTIFY;

Representative Gruenberg or staff, Andy Hemenway
Marla Greenstein, Director of the AK. Commission on Judicial Conduct.
AK.Family Support Group: John Grames and/or Steve Strube

NOTES;

1. Donley tried to amend on the house floor to further open up the process
by requiring that the Council vote (intent is to make a conscious
decision) to impose confidentiality on the proceeding. Amendment failed,

He also tried to amend by adding that a minority report go to the Supreme
Court at any time if signed by * commission members. Amendment failed.

Commission strongly opposed to both amendments.
House journal showing the amendments 1is in your packet, NOT in committee

packe4se
DONLEY VERY INTERESTED IN THIS BILL, HE MAY SHOW UP TO TESTIFY.

an B« a



SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

Conforming amendment; deletes reference to statutory
subsections deleted in Section 5 of the bill.
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DATE: 4/2/90 FURTHER: Judiciary
DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE:

State A ffairs Committee considered CSHB 268 (Judiciary)

"An Act relating to the Commission on Judicial Conduct and to the Alaska
Supreme Court's power to discipline judges."

and recommended:

same title
l ] replace with CS new title
or adopt CS _ technlcal
title change
[ ] attached amendment(s) _ (HB only)
[ ] letter of intent adopted
[ ] do pass
[ ] do not pass
[ ] no recommendation
,j individual recommendations
[ ] further referral to
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL N()TE(SP APPROVES PREVIOUS:
_ Dept/Date: _ Dept/Date:
[ ] fiscal note(s) [ ] fiscal note(s)
[ ] zero fiscal note(s) f/Q zero fiscal note(s)
[ ] appropriation-no fiscal note [ ] Governor's bill w/fiscal note
SIGNING DO PASS: OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
/CJ as™

Chftir: Signature and Recommendation



Alaska State Legislature

Seii. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
_ _ P.0. Box v
Sen. Jan Falks, Vice Chairman State Capitol
Sen. Al Adams Juneau, Alaska 90811
Sen. Tim Kelly
907-165-3712

Sen, Rick Uehling

Senate State Affairs Committee

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee Members
FROM: Senator Pat Pourchot

RE: Monday, April 23 Committee Hearing
DATE: April 21, 1990

On milednesday, April 23 at 1:30 p.m. 1in the Beltz Room the Senate State
Affairs Committee will hear the following bills:

SB 206, An Act relating to intrastate competition in telecommunications;
continuing the existence of the APUC: and providing for an effective date.
Rescheduled to Wednesday, April 25

CSHB 405. Public Access to public information.

Rescheduled to Wednesday, April 25

CS HB 268 (-.jud), An Act relating to the Commission on Judicial Conduct and
to the Alaska Supreme Court®s power to discipline _judges. The major provi—
sions of this bill, sponsored by Representative Gruenberg, are:
.the Judicial Conduct Commission would be required to hold a public
hearing if it finds probable cause to proceed on an allegation of
judicial misconduct.Currently, the public remains uninformed until the
matter 1is resolved.
.removal of unconstitutional language which allowed the Commission to
reprimand judges, clarification that only the Supreme Court can
sanction judges.
.clarification that the hearing on the charges and themajority a"d
minority report of the Commission are public.
Further Referral: Judiciary House Vote: 39 Yeas 0 Nays

SB 518, An Act relating to income eligibility for certain housing
weatherization programs. Sponsored by the Rules Committee, at the request
of Senator Coghill, this bill would restrict the Department of Community
and Regional Affairs from considering the value of the longevity bonus or
permanent fund dividends in determining eligibility for weatherization
assistance. DCRA currently contracts on a community by community basis,
therefore this bill would increase the number of eligible participants in a
given community but due to budget constraints, the totalnumber of people
served will not increase. No further committee referral.

SB 547. An Act relating to address information recuired for voter registra—
tion and providing for an effective date. This bill was developed at the

request of Division of Elections as a response to the Baird vs. State court
decision, 1in which the court decided against the countability of votes cast



by voters with insufficient addresses. According to the Division of Elec—
tions, that court decision has the potential to disenfranchise between
19,000 and 25,000 rural voters in the upcoming Primary and General Elec—
tions. SB 547 clarifies the rules on which Division of Elections will
determine the sufficiency of address information.

No further committee referral.

SB 452. An Act repealing limitations on the Older Alaskans Commissions
relating to the longevity bonus program and the Alaska Pioneers Home.
Sponsored by Senator Rodey, this bill expands the powers of the O0AC by
repealing the statute which denies them the authority to investigate,
review or undertake any responsibility for the longevity bonus program or
the Pioneers®™ Homes. There is no fiscal impact. No further committee

referral.

CS HB 244 (Fin) am. An Act relating to the freouencv and content of certain
state agency reports; relating to the freouencv and contents of the report
to the legislature on the housing assistance revolving fund; eliminating an
annual oil and gas reporting and analysis reouirement: and eliminating the
long-term energy plan preparation and revision reguirements. Sponsored by
the House Finance Committee, this bill changes many state agency report
requirements from an annual to a biennial basis and eliminates the annual
oil and gas reporting/analysis requirement and the annual long-term energy
plan. Further Committee Referral: Finance House Vote: 40 Yeas 0 Nays
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Committees JUNEAU, ALASKA 99611
(907) 465-4712
CO-CHAIR, HOUSE JUDICIARY 465-4968/4986
VICE-CHAIR, HOUSE LABOR AND COMMERCE (SESSION)
HOUSE HEALTH. EDUCATION 914CLAV COURT
AND SOCIAL SERVICES ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr. (0D 276-6044

District 11
Spenard, Upper Midtown Anchorage

MEMORANDUM

T0: Sen, Pat Pourchot , _
Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Rep. Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.

DATE: April 6, 1990 ’

SUBJECT: Scheduling of HB 268, "An Act relating to the
Commission on Judicial Conduct."

The House unanimously passed CS HB 268 (Jud) on March 30, and
the bill is ready for a hearing in ¥our committee. A
a

sectional analysis of the bill is attached.

The bill opens the process of judicial discipline to the
ﬁubllg, once there 1s a finding of probable, cause that a judge
as violated standards of judicial conduct. Under current law
the public remains uninformed about pending disciplinary
matters until they are finally resolved.

This new legislation will substantially improve the Ludicial
discipline process, and | ask that you schedule the bill as

soon as possible.



2982 HOUSE JOURHAL Harch 28, 1990

CSHB 268 (Jud)
Amendment Ho. 1 by Dcnley:
Page 4, lines ; - 17:
Delete all material and insert:
"* Sec. 6. AS 22.30.060(b) 1is amended to read:

) All proceedings, records, files, and
roports of the <commission are confidential and
disclosure may not be made except

(1) upon waiver 1in writing by the judge
at any stage of the proceedings;

@) if the subject matter or the fact
of the filing of charges has become public, in
which case the commission may issue a statement in
order to confirm the pendency of the
investigation, to clarify the procedural aspects
of the proceedings, to explain the right of the
judge to a fair hearing, or to state that the
judge denies the allegations; or

@A) that when the commission first
meets to ~consider an allegation and has an
opportunity to vote on the question of confiden—
tiality, the proceedings, records, files, and
reports of the commission become public unless the
commission votes to keep the proceedings, records,
files, and reports confidential, and at least one
public member votes in favor of confidentiality?
If the commission 1imposes confidentiallty under
this paragraph, the proceedings, records, files,
and reports remain confidential until the
commission files formal charges, if any,~ on the
allegation; upon filing of formal charges, all
proceedings, records, files, and reports of the
commission relating to the case are public except
for deliberations of the commission concerning the
case, which remain confidential; the commission®s
ultimate decision and recommendation to the
supreme court, if any, including any minority
report, are public FfUPON FILING OF FORMAL CHARGES,
IN WHICH CASE ONLY THE CHARGES SHALL BECOME
PUBLIC]."

Representative Donley moved and asked unanimous consent that
Amendment Ho. 1 be adopted.

Representative Goll objected.

The Speaker placed a call of the House on CSHB 268 (Jud) and
lifted the call.

March 28, 1990 HOUSE JOURHAL 2983

CSHB 26aud)
Amendment Ho. 1 to Amendment Ho. 1 by Donley:
In paragraph (3), lines 7 and 8:

Delete ", and at least one public member votes in
favor of confidentiality"”

Representative Donley moved and asked unanimous consent that
Amendment No. 1 to Amendment Ho. 1 be adopted. There being
no objection, it was so ordered.

The question being: "Shall Amendment No. 1 as amended be
adopted?” The roll was taken with the following result:

CSHB 268 (JUD) AMI AM

Yeas: 16 Collins, Cotten, Davis, C.,
Donley, Furnace, Hanley, Hoffman,
Hudson, Jacko, Larson, Leman,
Martin, Menard, Shultz,
Swackhamraer, Zawacki

Kays: 22 Boucher, Boyer, Brown, Davidson,
Davis, M., Ellis, Finkelstein,
Foster, Goll, Gruenberg,
Grussendorf, Koponen, Kubina,
Miller, Navarre, Pettyjohn,
Phillips, Riegor, Sharp, Taylor,
Ulmer, Wallis

Excused: 1 Barnes

Absent: I MacLean

Sharp changed from "yea"™ to '"nay

And so, Amendment No. 1 as amended was not adopted.

Amendment No. 2 was not offered.

Amendment Ho. 3 by Dcnley:

Page 4, line 25, following "committees.":

Add:

"If three members of the commission agree, they
may submit a report recommending a different
course of action by the commission at any time to
the chief justice of the supreme court, the
attorney general and the chair of the senate and
house judiciary committees."”
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Re: House Bill 268, and Judicial Corruption
Dear Chris,

It is my understanding that House Bill 268, the Bill regarding the
Alaska Commission on Judicial Conduct will be heard 1in the Senate
State Affairs Committee on Monday, April 23, 1990.

Because the Alaska Family Support Group that-1 represent did not have
the opportunity to testify or ask questions when HB 26B was heard in
the House, please consider this a request that this document be
distributed to the members of the Senate State Affairs Committee and to
the members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and that the following
questions be asked of the representive of the Alaska Judicial conduct
Commission when HB 268 1is heard .in Committee:

1. Marla Greenstien, Executive Director of the Alaska Commission an
Judicial Conduct, who also served as Senior Staff Attorney on the
Alaska Judicial Council, has publicly stated that the <complaints
against Judge Carlson are being made by losers in divorce court who
are particularly bitter and unhappy, 1implying that this accounts
for the many complaints against Judge Carlson.

Having 4,seen all the complaints is there any merit to the charges
that Judge Carlson committed «crimes, and violates court rules,
codes, and judicial canons? Are these complaintants victimised or
are they just prejudiced against Judge Carlson?

2. Are there substantive facts that Judge Carlson has treated the
complaintants unfairly*7

3. What are your views on open government 1in this delicate area of
confidentiality and the publics right to know?

4. Are nearly all of the complaints made to the Commission also”
filed with the Alaska Supreme Court 1in the appelate process™-

If the answer is yes than the Supreme Court 1is aware? of the
complaints. How would you open up the process at investigatimj
complaints of judicial misconduct to the other two branches of
government?

5. Can you tell us how many complaints against Judge Carlson have
have been filed with the Alaska Commission on Judicial Conduct to
date or the nature cf those complaints®7



6. What actions can the public and their elected officials take
to follow-up on complaints that are brought before the Commission

and the Supreme Court?

7. Besides the recommendations of special 1interests, how does the
public obtain information to knowledgeably vote on the retention of

judges?

S. Prior to the recommendation of the Ombudsman did you see the
.potential conflict of interest when you served on both the
Commission on Judicial Conduct and on the Judicial Council?

As we approach 1000 petition signatures calling for the 1investigation
into the impeachment of Judge Carlson, we have failed to recieve a
response, a special investigation, or a special hearing from Senator
Tim Kelly, President of the Senate. See attached letter and petition.

Every Bill that we are supporting 1in the legislature this session that
will benefit Alaskan families, ( HB 571, HB 472, HB 561, HB 538 and
539, and SB 519 has been stalled by the 1lobbying efforts of the other

branches of government using State funds; in an unholy alliance with
the Bar Association and the Women ™ Lobby. This results in
discrimination against men, fathers, and families. In our view, this

undermines democracy, change, and reform.

us to keep striving for fairness and equality 1in the

You can count on
government, and

child support industry, including wiser laws, better
healthier families.

-In closing, we would like to draw attention to widespread fear of
retribution from judges and lawyers, and a large number of people are
afraid that-someone will see their names on the petitions.

Sincerely,
E a”-P.

Steven P. Strube, Director

592.-7140 HM

aLaskA. FAMILY supporT GrROUP
P.0.BOX 02118ft
BI1O LAKE. ALASKA 99882



P.O. BOX 521155 BIG LAKE, ALASKA 99652

FOR IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE

March 31, 1990

Senator Tim Kelly \/
Senate President

P.O0O. Bom V
Juneau., Ak. 99811

SUPPORT GROUP

Please accept these 600 petition signatures collected from among our
Alaska Family Support Group members during the past month, requesting
an investigation toward the possible impeachment of Superior Court
Judge Victor D. Carlson.

We are continuing to collect signatures until the investigation by the
Legislative Branch of Government has begur;, and we are planning cur
petition campaign with "WE THE PEOPLE"™ and other pro-democracy-groups.

We are compelled to petition our elected representatives because our
institutions of government have failed us. Judges, lawyers, and
administrators charged with the task of running the jJjustice system have
postponed cleaning the courthouse we®"provide them, using their rules
of confidentiality. The media has failed to acknowledge and report
wrongdoing by Officials of .the Court, Too many fear retribution if they
come forward or demonstrate.

This particular judge stands out: Judge Carlson has broken his oath of
office by violating Judicial Canons, Civ.il Pules of Court. and the

Constitutional Rights of Alaskans.

John Grames, with limited resources, nas compiled substantive
documented "evidence and testimony to present to a special 1investigator
or at a hearing of your choosing. We can show at Isast two <cases of
each of the following charges; directing law enforcement officers to
harrass or arrest innocent persons, removing nursing babies from
their mothers by court action, giving favor to certain attorneys,
illegally hiding litigants records, economically destroying families by
judicial decree, setting child support payments in excess of 1007.
of noncustodial parents 1inconme, bringing irrelevant evidence and bias
into the courtroom, and judicial violence.

Some of Judge Carlson®s victims reported their horror stories to the

Family Support Task Force.

It is sig zicant  that Judge Carlson served on this states Child
Support E >rcement Commission 1in 1985, and served again an the Civil
Rule 90.3 Revision Committee in 1989 that have made child support law
until the present time. House Bill 472, currently in House H.E.S.S.
Committee will have the effect of removing our State®*s child support
awards system from the oligarchy of the court-system and placing it 1in
the democratic process of the Legislature.
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family law cases as a result of public pressure. The most frequent
complaints against him are that he systematically violates Civil Pule
90.3 and that he resents fathers.

In response to a complaint filed -A-ith the Commission on Judicial
Conduct against "Judge Carlson the Alaska Supreme Court 1interpreted the
State Constitution to mean that the court has the final disposition of
complaints made to the Commission. We have no way of knowing the number
of complaints that are filed against Judge Carlson, nor of any
sanctions taken against him.

HS 268 was supposedly intended to open the process of investigation of
judicial misconduct to the public but it passed the "House without
public comment wiere all amendments were defeated by government

lobbying.

We believe Judge Carlson has the greatest number of Appeals for errors
in judgement, particularly during the latter part his eighteen years on

the bench. These Appeals cost the State millions of dollars, some
examples go on for many years. The Supreme .Court repeatedly remands
them back toJudge Carlson. At least three of these victims have

Appealed all the way to the United Nations Human Rights Commission in
Geneva, Switzerland.

Enclosed are the record near 2000 pre-emptory challenges without a
single recusal from 1979 to 1988. Did Judge Carlson finally take
himself =~ off a case voluntarally?

Also enclosed are the endorsements of police officers and prosecutors
regarding his last retention in 1984. He is a vregular guest
lecturer/instructor at the A_P.D. Academy.

We are deeply concerned that when Judge Carlson is farced into

retirement hewill became a Senior Consulting Judge enjoying full
retirement benefits and privileges, while continuing to terrorize the
unsuspecting citizens of Alaska. It is our hope that our elected

representatives will take action on this serious matter and that if he
is found guilty, he be made an example to prevent abuses of judicial
power in the future, a warning that judges are not above the law and
that we the paople will not tolerate Injustice in this country.

Sincer-1y,
J& L* t.M.vs. rT .Ma/vv *-v *-
Steven P. Strube, Director



WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA. IN THE NAME OF JUSTICE AND
EQUALITY, RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT THIS PETITION TO GUP ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVES TO BEGIN THE INVESTIGATION FOP IMPEACHMENT OF SUPERIOR
COURT JUDGE VICTOR D. CARLSON FOP. MALFEASANCE AND MISFEASANCE IN PUBLIC
OFFICE. INCLUDING VIOLATIONS OF JUDICIAL CANONS. PULES OF CGUF"7, AND

THE LAW.
THIS PETITION 1S NECESSARY BECAUSE THE JUDICIARY, THE BAP

ASSOCIATION, LAW ENFORCEMENT, THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL. AND THE ALASKA
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT HAVE LONG FAILED TO PROTECT QUR RIGHTS,

POWERS, AND LIBERTIES.

Sinnature Printed Name Mailing Address Zip Phone

THIS PETITION IS INITIATED FEBRUARY 27. 1990 BY THE ALASKA FAMILY
SUPPORT GROUP, WITH 16 OFFICES STATEWIDE. PLEASE RETURN, WITHOUT DELAY,
TC JOHN  GRAMES, FOB 100827, ANCHORAGE, AK. 99S10. PHONE =: 277 5321.



Alaska State Legislature

Sen. Pat Pourchot, Chairman
P.0. Box V
Sen. Jan Faiks, Vice Chairman State Capitol
Sen. Al Adams Juneau, Alaska 99811
Sen. Tim Kelly.
Sen, Rick Uehling 907-165-3712
Senate State Affairs Committee
MEMORANDUM
. . D O AJOT"

TO: Senate State AffairsCommittee Members

FROM: Senator Pat Pourchot 0 \ J B ~

RE: Monday, April 23 CommitteeHearing /\ {;/ [) /\

DATE: April 21, 1990 (3 LJ

On Wednesday, April 23 at 1:30 p.m. in the Beltz Room the Senate State
Affairs Committee will hear the following bills:

SB 206, An Act relating to intrastate competition in telecommunications;
continuing the existence of the APUC; and providing for an effective date.
Rescheduled to Wednesday, April 25

CSHB 405, Public Access to public information.

Res"Ghe-dtiTecl to Wednesday, April 25

CS HB 268 (.jud). An Act relating to the Commission on Judicial Conduct and
the Alaska Supreme Courts power to discipline judges. The major provi-
ons ojxfhis bill, sponsored by Representative Gruenberg, are:
,-tTfe Judicial Conduct Commission would be required to hold a public
hearing if it finds probable cause to proceed on an allegation of
judicial misconduct.Currently, the public remains uninformed until the
matter is resolved.
.removal of unconstitutional language which allowed the Commission to
reprimand judges, clarification that only the Supreme Court can
sanction judges.
.clarification that the hearing on the chargps and the majority and
minority report of the Commission are public.
Further Referral: Judiciary House Vote: 39 Yeas 0 Nays

SB 518, An Act relating to income eligibility for certain housing
weatherization programs. Sponsored by the Rules Committee, at the reque®,”
of Senator Coghill, this bill would restrict the Department of Community
and Regional Affairs from considering the value of the longevity bonus or
permanent fund dividends in determining eligibility for weatherization
assistance. DCRA currently contracts on a community by community basis,
therefore this bill would increase the number of eligible participants in a
given community but due to budget constraints, the total number of people
served will not increase. No further committee referral.

SB 547, An Act relating to address information required for voter registra—
tion and providing for an effective date. This bill was developed at the

request of Division of Elections as a response to the Baird vs. State court
decision, in which the court decided against the countability of votes cast



by voters with insufficient addresses. According to the Division of Elec—
tions, that court decision has the potential to disenfranchise between
19,000 and 25,000 rural voters in the upcoming Primary and General Elec—
tions. SB 547 clarifies the rules on which Division of Elections will
determine the sufficiency of address information.

No further committee referral.

SB 452. An Act repealing limitations on the Older Alaskans Commissions
relating to the longevity bonus program and the Alaska Pioneers Home.
Sponsored by Senator Rodey, this bill expands the powers of the O0AC by
repealing the statute which denies them the authority to investigate,
review or undertake any responsibility for the longevity bonus program or
the Pioneers®™ Homes. There is no fiscal impact. No further committee

referral.

CS HB 244 (Fin) am. An Act relating to the frequency and content of certain
state agency reports; relating to the freouencv and contents of the report
to the legislature on the housing assistance revolving fund: eliminating an
annual oil and gas reporting and analysis requirement; and eliminating the
long-term energy plan preparation and revision reouirements. Sponsored by
the House Finance Committee, this bill changes many state agency report
requirements from an annual to a biennial basis and eliminates the annual
oil and gas reporting/analysis requirement and the annual long-term energy
plan. Further Committee Referral: Finance House Vote: 40 Yeas 0 Nays
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State of Alaska

. P.0. BOX V
Committees JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
(907)465-4712
CO-CHAIR. HOUSE JUDICIARY 465-4968/4986
VICE-CHAIR, HOUSE LAUOR AND COMMERCE - t ] (SESSI0N)
HOUSE HEALTH. EDUCATION feast- 914CLAY COURT
AND SOCIAL SERVICES ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503

(907) 276-6844

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.
District 11
Spenard, Upper Midtown Anchorage

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sen. Pat Pourchot _ _
Chairman, Senate State Affairs Committee

FROM: Rep. Max F. Gruenberg,Jr.

DATE: April 6, 1990

SUBJECT: Scheduling of HB 268, "An Act relating to the
Commission on Judicial Conduct."

The House unanimously passed CS HB 268 (Jud) on March 30, and

the bill is ready for a hearing in your committee. A
sectional analysis of the bill is attached.

The bill opens the process of judicial discipline to the
ﬁub“(_:, once there 1s a finding of probable cause that a judge
as violated standards of judicial conduct. Under current law

the public remains uninformed about pending disciplinary
matters until they are finally resolved.

This new legislation will substantially impro
discipline process, and | ask that you schedu
soon as possible.

ve th 'Au,dicial
le th 1l as
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
CS HB 268 (JUD)

Section 1 [AS 15.58.050]

Conforming amendment; deletes reference to statutory
subsections deleted in Section 5 of the bill.

Section 2 [AS 22.30.010]

Requires that a quorum of the Commission on Judicial Conduct
include at least one member from each of its three constituent
groups: judges, attorneys, and public meters.

Section 3 [AS 22.30.011(a)]

Establishes a six year statute of limitations for inquiries by
the Commission into allegations of judicial misconduct.

Section 4 [AS 22.30.011(b)]

This section is the heart of CS HB 268 (Jud). It requires the
Judicial Conduct Commission to hold a public hearing if it
finds probable cause to proceed on an allegation of judicial
misconduct. . Only an exoneration or an informal admonition by
the Commission would be private under the new _Ian%uage.
Currently, judicial misconduct hearings are private.

Section 5 [AS 22.30.011(d)]

AS 22.,30.011(d)(2) is deleted; informal and private
admonishments and recommendations for counselling by the
Commission are now authorized aonly prior to a public hearing
under revised AS 22.30 011(b) [Section 4].

This section also removes AS 22.30.011(d)(3), which authorized
the Commission to reprimand judges; the Supreme Court held in
In re Inquiry Concerning a Judge. 762 P.2d 1292 (Alaska 1988),
that this provision was unconstitutional, and that only the

Supreme Court can sanction judges.

Section 5 also authorizes the Commission to recommend to the
Supreme Court that it reprimand a judge, if a more severe
sanction is not warranted.



Section 6 [AS 22.30.060(h)]

Clarifies that although the Commission's investigative and
other files remain confidential after formal charges are
filed, the hearlngf on the charges and the majority and
minority report of the Commission are public.”  The
deliberations of the Commission, like jury deliberations, are
confidential.

Section 7 [AS 22.30.068 (NEW)]

Provides that a member of the Commission may submit a minority
report at the conclusion of a hearing on formal charges? the
minority report maxbe sent to the chief justice, the attorney
general, and the chairs of the legislature's judiciary
committees.

Sections 8 and 9 [AS 22.30.070(b), (c)]
These sections authorize the Supreme Court to

re
wd%es,to conform with changes to AS 22.30.011(
of the bill; there the Commission's autho #y
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) in Section
0 reprimand
y to

2

u [

judges was deleted, and it wasglvmwthﬁ ut |
a

recommend that the Supreme Court take t

Also, the reference to AS 22.30.011(e) is
that subsection is repealed in Section 11
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Section 10 [AS 22.30.080(2)]

The definition of "judge” is amended to make it clear that the
Commission's jurisdiction includes part-time and temporary

judges.

Section 11 [repealers]

The repealed provisions outlined the procedures for reprimands
by the Commission; the Commission's authority to reprimand

gdges was declared unconstitutional, and is deleted in
ection 5 of the bill.
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As at any public hearing,
a couple of people seemed to
be receiving radio signals
from a great distance. At
least a couple of others were
full-time, multisubject mal-
contents.

But the majority of those
who testified were mad at

&

Superior Court Judge Victor
Carlson.

Carlson has spent most of
his time on the bench divid-
ing the spoils of failed mar-
riages. Not surprisingly, he
has made enemies. The bulk
of the testimony came from
men who thought they’d lost
because Carlson didn't play
fair.

Among the most strident
were men who said they
belonged to an outfit called
the Alaska Family Support
Group. They get families un-
der the tent by arguing that
having to.pay what Carlson
ordered for their former
families makes life tough for
their current families.

They want a real witch
hunt — a legislative investi-
gation and impeachment of
Carlson. They had a lot to
say about their rights, but
almost nothing to say about

I
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their responsibilities.

Some of them said ridicu-
lous things. “All my rights
were violated,” one man
said. “We've got a guy who’s
10 times worse than Noriega
right here in our court-
house," said another. My fa-
vorite came from Wild Bill
Nelson: “There's a civil war
coming.
way we’re going to mow you
down. Thank you.” That Bill
may be a social misfit, but
he’s a polite social misfit.

Some also indulged in the
sort of rumormongering
about Carlson’s personal life
that could give McCarthyism
a bad name.

As an information-gather-
ing tool the hearing was
useless, the usual people
saying the usual things.. It
added little to the store of
information about
fairness

reliable
Carlson’s honesty,

)
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and knowledge of the law,
the issues on which his fit-
ness to continue on the
bench should be decided.

The hearing might have
had some value as a chance
to dip judges, however brief-
ly, in the chilly waters of
the world outside the court-
house. Inside the courtroom/
judges are little emperors,
treated with deference and
respect whether they de-
serve it or not; the testimo-
ny might have been a useful
reminder that not everybody
thinks they’re the bee’s
knees.

Judges need to know this
because they have a hand in
manufacturing these ene-
mies. When people end up in
court, what usually happens
is the legal system takes
their money and puts them
through a complicated, frus-
trating and mysterious pro-

f [

cess that spits them out
poorer, confused and often
without what they wanted:
vindication and victory.

That’s bad enough when
the case is some business
deal gone bad. But. when it’s
domestic warfare —a battle
over sex, power, children
and money — the combat-
ants can be as tenacious as
pit bulls and about as rea-
sonable.

“These are lives that judg-
es deal with," one man said.
"After a case is over, we all
have to deal with it.”

Judges should know first-
hand, as the rest of us do,
that some people deal with
it by getting mad. By find-
ing someone else to blame.
By trying to get even.

e Doggan is an Anchor-
age IIgally !ﬂ WS columnist.



MEMO TO FILE

Date: April 23, 1990
Re: Phone Call from John Grames

Mr. Grames phoned to express his extreme displeasure of Pat, Susie,
and the Senate State Affairs Committee's handling of HB 268,
specifically regarding the non-adoption of Rep. Donley's
amendments.”  Grames was also extremely frustrated that the
Committee did not ask any questions of Marla Greenstein. (Refer
to notes in State Affairs' HB 268 bill file.)

Mr. Grames also wanted to reiterate his 0£_p03|t|on to the
reappointment of Sandra Hendricks to the Human Rights Commission.
He feels she, as well as Bev Ramos, the Alaska Women's Lobby, the
Women's Commission, and the Human Rights Commission are all anti-
men and feels therefore that no support to be given to these
organizations or individuals.

cc: State Affairs HB 268 bill file
Sandra Hendricks Reappointment File
I\C/Ihlsc. Constituent Correspondence File
ron
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CSHB 268 (Jud)
Amendment Ho. 1 by Donley:
Page 4, lines 2-17:
Delete all material and insert:
"* Sec. 6. AS 22.30.060(b) is amended to read:

(b) All proceedings, records, files, and
reports of the commission are confidential and
disclosure may not be made except

(1) wupon waiver in writing by the judge
at any stage of the proceedings;

(2) if the subject matter or the f*ut
cf the filing of charges has become public, 1in
which case the commission may issue a statement 1in
order to confirm the pender y of the
investigation, to clarify the procedural aspects
of the proceedings, to explain the right of the
judge to a fair hearing, or to stat.o that the
judge denies the allegations; or

(€)) that when the commission first
meets to consider an allegation and has an
opportunity to vote on the question of confiden—
tiality, the proceedings, records, files, and
reports of the commission become public unless the
commission votes to keep tl e proceedings, records,
files, and reports confidential, and at least one
public member votes in favor of confidentiality;
if the commission Imposes conflaontlallty under
this paragraph, the proceedings, records, files,
and reports remain confidential until the
commission files formal charges, if any, on the
allegation; upon filing of formal charges, ell
proceedings, records, files, and reports of the
commission relating to the case are public except
for deliberations of the commission concerning the
case, which remain confidential; the commission®s
ultimate decision and recommendation to the
supreme court, if any, including any minority
report, are public [UPON FILING OF FORMAL CHAFES,
IN WHICH CASE ONLY THE CHARGES SHALT, BECOME
PUBLIC]

Representative Donley moved and asked unanimous consent that
Amendment No. 1 be adopted.

Representative Goll objected.

The Speaker placed a call of the House on CSHB 263 (Jud) and
lifted the call.
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CSHB 266 (Jud)
Amendment No. 1 to Amendment No. 1 by Donley:
In paragraph (3), linet 7 and 8:

Delete 11, and at least one public member votes in
favor of confidentialityll

Representative Donley moved and asked unanimous consent that
Amendment Mo. 1 to Amendment Ho. 1 be adopted. There being
no objection, it was so ordered.

T.,e question being: "Shall Amendment No.. 1 as amended be
adopted?” The roll was taken with the following result:

CSHB 268 (JUD) AMI AM

Yea<=: 16 Collins, Cotten, Davis, C.,
Donley, Furnace, Hanley, Hoffman,
Hudson, Jacko, Larson, Leman,
Martin, Menard, Shultz,
Swackhammer, Zawacki

Kays: 22 Boucher, Boyer. Brown, Davidson,
Davis, M., EllJo Finkelstein,
Foster, Goll, G Ferg,
Grussendorf, Kop>. ,n, Kubina,
Miller, Navarre, ki"ttyjohn,
Phillips, Rieger, Sharp, Taylor,
Ulmer, Wallis

Excused: 1 Barnes

Absent: 1 MacLean

Sharp changed from "yea" to "nay

And so, Amendment Ho. 1 as amended was not adopted.

Amendment Ho. 2 was not offered.

Amendment Ho. 3 by Donley:

Page 4, lino 25, following "committees.":

Add:

"1f three members of the commission agree, they
may submit a report recommending a different
course of action by the commission at any time to
the chief Jjustice of the supreme court, the
attorney general and the <chair of the senate and
house judiciary committees."





