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FISCAL IMPACT. Cl NONE 0 F i s c a l  n o t e  a h a c m e o
b a c k q r o u n o /l e g is u l t iv e  in d e n t

The U n ited S t a t e s  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  has p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  c a l lin g for 
r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of t h e  Magr.uson Fishery C o n s e r v a t i o n  and M a n a g e m e n t  Act. The 
intent of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  is to indicate a l e g i s l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  on p r o p osals 
included in that legislation.

ANAuTSlS OF BILUPROORAM e f f e c t s

This r e s o l u t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  le gisl a t i v e  support for the. p r o p o s a l  to g i v e  a u t h o r i t y  
to fishery m a n a g e m e n t  c o u n c i l s  to allocate f i shery r e s o u r c e s  b e t w e e n  land based 
and o f f shore f i s h i n g  fleets and in d oing so, p r o t e c t  the e c o n o m i e s  of coastal 
fishing communities. In addition, the r e s o l u t i o n  calls for s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  
to the a d d i t i o n  of two r.cn~Alaskan member s t o  t h e  N o r t h  P a cif ic Fisheries 
Manag e m e n t  C o u n c i l  and d i r e c t s  the Alaska c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  to oppose it 
also.

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

See e n c l o s e d  sheet
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Original sponsor(s): SEN. SZYMANSKI

IN THE SENATE BY T H E  R E S O URCES  COMMITTEE

CS F O R  SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 75 (Resources)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

Re l a t i n g  to r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and a m e n d­

ment of the M a g n u s o n  F i shery C o n s e r v a­

tion and M a n a g e m e n t  Act.

BE IT RESOLVED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  process for the M a g n u s o n  F i shery C o n s e r v a­

tion and M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  provides an exc ellent o p p o r t u n i t y  to review, a s­

sess, and amend the Act in light of recent d e v e l o p m e n t s  in the fisheries of 

the U n ited States; and

W H ERE AS an i m p o r t a n t  issue to be a d d r e s s e d  b y  the Congress during the

r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  p r oces s is the allocatio n of f i s h e r y  resources between

o f f s h o r e  and land b a s e d  fishing fleets and p r o c e s s i n g  facilities; and

WHEREAS, a l t h o u g h  the intent of the A c t  to " A m e r i c a n i z e "  the fisheries 

w i t h i n  the United States exclu sive economic zone has b e e n  achieved, this 

has o c c urred so r a p i d l y  that most small coastal c o m m u n i t i e s  in A l a s k a  have 

been u n a b l e  either to e n t e r  these fisheries or to m a x i m i z e  their p a r t i c i p a­

tion in them; and

W H E REAS ma ny p e r s o n s  w h o  reside in the coastal v i l l a g e s  on the Bering 

Sea w o u l d  like to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the m u l t i - b i l l i o n  dollar groundfish
il

f i s h e r y  that lies at their doorstep, but the high c a p i t a l  investment needed 

to ent er the f i s h e r y  has p r e v e n t e d  most v i lla ge f i s h e r m e n  from doing so; 

and

W H E R E A S  a key c o m p o n e n t  of the a b ili ty of v i l l a g e  fishermen to obtain 

! the n e c e s s a r y  capital to become partic i p a n t s  in this f i s h e r y  is g uaranteed 

J y e a r - r o u n d  access to the resource that could be p r o v i d e d  for through the 

addition of a c o m m uni ty deve lo p m e n t  quota p r o v i s i o n  to the Act; and

-1- CSSJ R 7 5 (Res)



WHEREAS Senator T e d  Stevens has inc orp o r a t e d  this concept into S. 1900 

that amends and reauthorizes the Act and proposes a five perce nt set-aside 

for communities that satisfy e s t a b l i s h e d  criteria as " e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s a d­

van taged communities"; and

WHEREAS the recent dramatic e x p a nsion  of the o f f s h o r e  catcher-proces-

sor fleet poses a significant risk of o v e r c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  in the domestic

fisheries of the North Pacific Ocean; and

WHEREAS o v e r c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  of a f i s h e r y  carries a ri sk of o v e r  u t i l i­

zation of the fishery; and

WHEREAS land b a s e d  fishing fleets and processing f aci lities are less 

able to exploit new a n d  distant fish eries than are m o b i l e  offshore catch- 

e r - p rocessor fleets a fte r local fishery resources are over exploited; and

WHEREAS the long-term dependence of land based f i sh ing fleets and

p r o c e s s i n g  facilities on local fishery resou rces promotes c o n s e r v a t i o n  and 

s ustained y i e l d  of those resources by those fishing fleets and p r o c e s s i n g  

facilities; and

WHEREAS the regional fishery m a n a g e m e n t  councils should be given 

a u t h o r i t y  to allocate fishery resources b e tween land b a s e d  and offshore 

fishing fleets and to protect the fisher y - d e p e n d e n t  economies of coastal 

communities; and

WHEREAS the U nited States House of R epresen tatives has a p p r o v e d  a

proposal by participa nts in the offshore c a t c h e r - p r o c e s s o r  fleet to add two 

members who reside in W a s h i n g t o n  or O r e g o n  to the N o r t h  Pacific F i s h e r y  

M a n a g e m e n t  Council; and

WHEREAS the add ition of two n o n - A l a s k a n  members to the North Paci fic 

Fishery M anagemen t Council is not j u s t i f i e d  by the action s of the council 

or the status of the f i s hery resources o f f  Alaska and is an inappropri ate 

attempt to divert the focus of the council from conservative m a n a g e m e n t  of 

the develo p i n g  offshore fisheries off A l a s k a  and to p r o m o t e  the interests 

CSSJR 75(Res) -2-
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of the b urgeoning  offs hore c a t c h e r - p r o c e s s o r  fleet; and

WH EREAS Alaska's m e m b e r  of the United States House of Representatives, 

C o n g r e s s m a n  Don Young, s u p p orted the legislation containing the p r o posal to 

increas e the mem be r s h i p  of the N o r t h  Pacific Fishery M a n a g e m e n t  Council;

W H EREAS the L e g i s l a t u r e  of the State of Alaska oppose se in

the m e m b e r s h i p  of the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Fishery Management C o uncil and is 

d i s a p p o i n t e d  in the actions of C o n g r e s s m a n  Don Young;

BE IT RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State Legislature supports the proposal 

to give autho rity to f i shery m a n a g e m e n t  councils to allocate fisher y r e­

sources b e t w e e n  land based and o f f s h o r e  fishing fleets and to protect the

f i shery b a s e d  economies of coastal communities; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State Legislature r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e­

quests the United States C ongress to adopt the amendment to the Magnus on 

F i s h e r y  Conservation and M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  proposed in S. 1900 to provide

a s s i s t a n c e  to economically d i s a d v a n t a g e d  fishing communities; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that it is the legislature's h i g hest p r i o r i t y  that 

i the current geographic compo s i t i o n  of the North Pacific F i shery M anage m e n t  

| Council be retained and that S e n a t o r  Ted Stevens and Senator Frank

members to the council; and be it

F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that C o n g r e s s m a n  Don Young is r e s p e c t f u l l y  re quested 

j to oppose the proposal to add m e m b e r s  to the North Pacific Fishery Manage- 

! ment Council and to support the A l a s k a  fishing industry when he serves as a
I
m ember of the conference c o m m ittee on the Magnuson Fishery C o n s e r v a t i o n  and 

M a n a g e m e n t  Act reauthorization bill.

COPIES of this resol ution shall be sent to the Honorable Dan Quayle, 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the 

Honorable Thomas S. Foley, S p e a k e r  of the U.S. House of Representatives;

and

M u r k o w s k i  are respectfully r e q u e s t e d  to oppose the proposal to add new

-3- CSSJR 75(Res)
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and to the Honorable T e d  Stevens and the Honorable F r a n k  Murkowslci, U.S. 

Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the 

A l a s k a  delega t i o n  in Congress.

CSSJR 7 5 ( R e s ) - 4 -
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By Steven J. Gorman
United P r e s s  In terna tiona l

WASHINGTON - The House overwhelmingly 
approved legislation yesterday to impose a U.S. ban w 
on large-scale driftnel fishing,. ., . ' j

The bill, approved 39̂ -21, also extends* Ithe ft 
federal government’s fisheries management author-ill 
ity to include tuna, a highly migratory species that 
has been regulated , only by international conven­
tions. ■ ,f. V 'I i

The driftnet and tuna provisions, both opposed 
by the Bush administration, were adopted as port of 
a four-year reauthorization of the 1976 Magnuson 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act, which • 
expired Sept. 30, 1989.
. y  The legislation now goes to the Senate.

The Magnuson Act is a landmark law that 
established exclusive U.S. authority over fishery 
resources within 200 miles of the U.S. coast and

'•WET

»•,■. ‘j  • ■ , 1*111'
created regional management councils to oversee, 
American and foreign fishing within that zone.

The reauthorization bill provides one additional 
scat each for Washington and Oregon on the North 
Pacific Fisheries Management Council, which is now 
dominated by Alaska fishing interests. The council 
would be expanded from 11 to 13 seats. ’

The law, named for its chief sponsor, the late 
Sen. Warren Magnuson, D-Wash., was enacted in 
response to concerns that foreign fishing was 
depleting fishing stocks off U.S. shores.

The reauthorization bill sets a spending ceiling of 
$75 million for programs under the act during the 
current fi&cal year, rising by $1 million a year 
through fiscal 1993.

One chief provision of the bill prohibits U.S. 
fishermen from using drifinets more than 1 Vi miles 
long and directs the State Department to seek a 
worldwide ban on the practice. . ‘ ‘ ' 1

The U.S. drifinet ban applies to the 200-mile U.S.

’ ban
Exclusive Economic Zone and international waters, 
with slates allowed to continue regulating atieh 
fishing in their own waters.

Rep. Gerry Studds, D Mass., the primary sponsor 
of th e bill, called diftnets “plastic walls of death 
responsible for indiscriminately killing fish, whales, 
mammals, birds, sea turtles and other marine life.

Japanese, South Korean and Taiwanese fishing 
fleets rely heavily on the monofilament driftnet*. 
which can extend for dozens of miles. 
fm T he Bush administration opposes the tuna 
provision on grounds that it would hurt U.S. fishing 
in terests.

I t bbjects to prohibiting large-scale drifinet* in 
U.S. waters because it would conflict with a treaty 
with Japan and Canada regarding salmon fishing in 
the North Pacific.

The administration also asserts that adequate 
scientific documentation does not exist to ju s tly  ar< 
international drifinet ban.

A i w f



WHEREAS although the intent of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation 

and Management Act to Americanize the fishery within the 200-mile limit has 

taken place, th is  has occurred so rapidly that most small coastal communities 

Alaska have been unable either to enter these fisheries or to maximize their 

participation in them; and

WHEREAS many Bering Sea fishermen who reside in the coastal 

villages would like to participate in the multi-billion dollar groundfish fishery that 

lies at their doorstep, but the high capital investment needed to enter the fishery 

has prevented most village fishermen from doing so; and

WHEREAS a key component to their ability to leverage the necessary 

capita! to become players in this fishery is guaranteed, year-round access to the 

resource which could be provided for through the adoption of a community 

development quota provision; and

WHEREAS Senator Ted Stevens has incorporated this concept into S. 

1900 which amends and reauthorizes the Magnuson Act, calling for a 5% set- 

aside for communities which meet established criteria as "economically 

disadvantaged;" and

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature requests the 

United States Congress to adopt the proposed amendment to the Magnuson 

Fishery Conservation andff|anagem ent Act included in S. 1900 to provide 

assistance to economically disadvantaged fishing communities; and



, I iMiTPn  c i c u c d m e n  OF ALASKA

The H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  

United St a t e s  S e n a t e  

522 H a r t  B u i l d i n g  

Washington, D.C. 2 0 5 1 0

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s :

As y o u  are aw a r e ,  U n i t e d  F i s h e r m e n  of A l a s k a  is v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  

in the issues s u r r o u n d i n g  r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  the M a g n u s o n  Act. At 

its m e e t i n g  this p a s t  s p r i n g ,  UFA'S b oa r d  d e v e l o p e d  a list o f  topics 

of interest in r e l a t i o n  to the Act. The f i r s t  i t e m  on tha t  list is 

one that we d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  w o u l d  b e  an issue, bu t  it w a s i m p o r t a n t  

enough to us to i n c l u d e  it a n y wa y :  m a i n t a i n  the c u r r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c

m a k e - u p  of the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  Fishery' M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l .

What we', a r e  l e a r n i n g  n o w  f r o m  y o u r  s t a f f  and f r o m  m a n y  o t h e r s  

is that the W a s h i n g t o n  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  is m a k i n g  it t h e i r  

top p r i o r i t y  to add a n o t h e r  s e a t  f o r  t h e i r  s t a t e  t o  th e  Council.

E v e n  mor e  d i s t u r b i n g ,  w e  are h e a r i n g  th a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  y o u  m a y  h a v e  

to agree to this c h a n g e  m  o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  o t h e r  a m e n d m e n t s  to the 

Act that y o u  t h i n k  are i m p o r t a n t .

I am w r i t i n g  to let y o u  k n o w  the p o s i t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  f i s h i n g  

industry, s o  t h e r e  is n o  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  y o u  and us. W e  

beli e v e  t hat t h e r e  is n o  o t h e r  a m e n d m e n t ,  no o t h e r  issue, no o t h e r  

nee d as i m p o r t a n t  as this o n e  r e g a r d i n g  the M a g n u s o n  Act. W e  do n o t  

w a n t  y o u  to c o m p r o m i s e  o n  this to a c h i e v e  a n y t h i n g  else. In fact, 

we h o p e  tha t  y o u  w i l l  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  in y o u r  p o w e r  t o  h a l t  this 

a ttem p t  to s h i f t  th e  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  on the C o u n c i l .

It's i r o n i c  t h a t  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p r o p o n e n t s  f r o m  W a s h i n g­

ton of ad d i n g  a n o t h e r  s e a t  f o r  his s t a t e  is the c u r r e n t  c h a i r  of  

the Council. N o t  o n l y  do w e  not u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  t h e  c h a i r  thinks 

the inte r e s t s  of h i s  s t a t e  are b e i n g  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h o s e  o f  A l a s k a ,  

but also we q u e s t i o n  the p r o p r i e t y  of his a c t i o n s  u n d e r  the circum- 

s t a n c e s .

211 4th Street. Suite 106 
Juneau. AK 99801 

907-586-2820



T his is b e i n g  p o r t r a y e d  to t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  d e l e g a t i o n  as a 

W a s h i n g t o n  v e r s u s  A l a s k a  issue. Y o u  a n d  we k n o w  b e t t e r ,  and s oon 

so w il l  they. M a n y  A l a s k a n  f i s h e r m e n  w h o  live in W a s h i n g t o n  u n d e r­

sta n d  that this is r e a l l y  an a l l o c a t i o n  issue, a c o n s e r v a t i o n  i s s u e  

- and they are s a y i n g  so to t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in Con g r e s s .

W e  are d oing e v e r y t h i n g  we  can to b e  s u r e  the d e l e g a t i o n  from 

W a s h i n g t o n  knows h o w  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  re a ll y  feel. W e  e xp e c t  y o u  

to be s u p p o r t i n g  ov.r e f f o r t s  at y o u r  end o f  the p r o c e s s .  If yo u  

h a v e  any q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  this, p l e a s e  d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  let me know.

K a t e  G r a h a m  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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U.S. H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

2331 R a y b u r n  B u i l d i n g  

W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20515

D e a r  C o n g r e s s m a n  Young:

W e  n o t i c e d  tha t  the H o u s e  v e r s i o n  of a m e n d m e n t s  to 

the M a g n u s o n  A c t  is o n  the conse n t  c a l e n d a r  f o r  a f l o o r  

v o t e  t o m o r r o w .  As y o u  ar e  aware, U n i t e d  F i s h e r m e n  of 

A l a s k a  is o p p o s e d  to thi s  bill b e c a u s e  it i n c ludes 

a d d i t i o n a l  s e a t s f o r  t h e  North P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  

C o u n c i l .

We  u r g e  y o u  n o t  to a l l o w  this bill to go to the 

S e n a t e  w i t h o u t  r e g i s t e r i n g  the s e r io u s  o b j e c t i o n s  y o u r  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  feel. D e s p i t e  the fact that t h e r e  are some 

p r o v i s i o n s  in the b i l l  f o r  A l a s k a  we are still a d a m a n t l y  

o p p o s e d  to its p a s s a g e .

As w e  t o l d  y o u  in a l et t e r  last Se p t e m b e r ,  "We 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  o t h e r  a m endment, no o t h e r  i s s u e ; 

no o t h e r  n e e d  as i m p o r t a n t  as this one r e g a r d i n g  the 

M a g n u s o n  A c t . "  In a l e t t e r  to y o u  last O c t o b e r  s i g n e d  

by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h i r t e e n  f i s h i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ve 

said, " Let t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a n  d e l e g a t e  be 

s t e a d f a s t  a n d  h e a t e d  o p p o s i t i o n  to any c h a n g e s  in the 

n u m b e r  o r  r e g i o n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  on the N o r t h  P a c i f i c  

F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l . "

W e  h a v e  not c h a n g e d  o u r  p o s i t i o n  on this a n d  w e  ask 

that y o u  be c e r t a i n  the en t i r e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

is a w a r e  of that.

S i n c e r e l y

K ate Graham] 

E x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r
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House OKs bill adding seats to fish council; Alaskans upset
By DAVID WHITNEY
Daily News reporter

W A S H I N G T O N  -  T h e  
H o u se  a p p r o v e d  le g i s l a t i o n  
T u e s d a y  t h a t  w o u ld  n e u t r a l ­
ize A l a s k a ' s  d o m in a n c e  ov- r 
th e  f e d e ra l  counci l  t h a t  m a n ­
ag es  c o m m e rc ia l  f i sh in g  in 
f e d e ra l  w a t e r s  o f f  t h e  c o as t  
o f  A la sk a .

T h e  l e g i s l a t io n ,  a p p r o v  'd 
395-21, w o u ld  a d d  s e a t s  1 r 
O re g o n  a n d  W a s h in g to n  to 
t h e  N o r th  P a c if ic  F i s h e r i e s  
M a n a g e m e n t  C ounc il .  M u ;h  
to  t h e  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  o f  A l a s ­
k a  f i s h e r m e n  a n d  G o v .  S t e v e  
C o w p e r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t io n  w a s  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  s t a t e ' s  I or e 
c o n g r e s s m a n ,  R e p u b l i c ?  n  
Rep. D o n  V ou n g .

Y o u n g  l e d  R e p u b l i c a n  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l .

"W e a r e  rea l  d i s a p p o i n t ­
e d . "  s a id  K a t e  G r a h a m ,  e x ­
e c u t iv e  d i r e c to r  o f  U n i t e d  
F i s h e r m e n  o f  A la s k a .  " T h i s  
is t o t a l l y  u n a c c e p ta b le .  We 
a r e  r e a l  s o r r y  to  see  t h a t  
Rep. Y o u n g  s p o k e  a n d  v o te d  
in  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l . "

C o w p e r  i s s u e d  a  s t a t e  
rnen t  l a t e  T u e s d a y  c a l l in g  
th e  f ig h t  o v e r  t h e  c ounci l  
s e a ts  “ a  b l a t a n t  a t t e m p t  by  
W as h in g to n  f a c to r y  t r a w l e r s

to  se ize  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c o u n ­
c i l . "

" I f  t ile  fa c to ry  t r a w le r s  
c a n  u n d u l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  
p rocess ,  w e ' l l  see  f i sh e r ie s  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  t a k e  a b a c k  
s c a t  to  sp e c ia l  e co n o m ic  i n ­
t e r e s t s , "  t h e  g o v e r n o r  s a id

T h e  H o u s e  a c t io n  w o u ld  
e x p a n d  t h e  co u n c i l 's  m e m ­
b e r s h ip  f r o m  11 to  13. A l a s ­
k a  w o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  h a v e  
s ix  se a ts .  T h e  tw o  N o r t l  w e s t  
s t a t e s  w o u l d  each  p ick  u p  
o n e  se a t ,  g iv in g  W as h in g to n  
a to ta l  o f  f o u r  a n d  O re g o n  
tw o .

T h e  t i e - b r e a k e r  s e a t  
w o u ld  b e  he ld  by  t h e  N a ­
t io n a l  M a r in e  F i s h e r ie s  S e r ­
vice.

T h e  H o u s e  ac t io n  c a m e  on  
l e g i s l a t io n  r e a u th o r iz in g  th e  
F i s h e r i e s  C o n s e r v a t io n  a n d  
M a n a g e m e n t  A c t .  A n o t h e r  
k e y  p r o v i s io n  o f  t h e  b ill  
c a l l s  fo r  U .S .  n e g o t i a t i o n s  to  
b a n  th e  u se  o f  e n v i r o n m e n ­
t a l l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  d r i f t n e t s  by  
f i sh in g  n a t i o n s .

W hile  A l a s k a  f i s h e rm e n  
u n i f o r m ly  s u p p o r t  b a n n in g  
d r i f t n e t  u s e  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
w a te r s ,  t h e  k ey  i s s u e  fo r  
t h e m  w a s  t h e  e x p a n s io n  on 
th e  c ounci l  s e a ts .  T h e  p r e s ­

s u r e  to  g i v e  O r e g o n  a n d  
W as h in g to n  m o re  s a y  on th e  
council  w a s  w id e ly  a t t r i b u t ­
ed  to  th e  S e a t t l e - b a s e d  fa c to  
r y  t r a w l e r  f lee t  t h a t  is fa s t  
e x p a n d in g  i t s  o p e r a t io n s  in  
t h e  N o r th  P a c if ic  O cean .

T h e  b ill  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  by  
W a s h in g t o n 's  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
d e l e g a t i o n ,  w h o  s a w  t h e  
co u n c i l 's  e x p a n s io n  as  a f a i r ­
ness  issue.

" I n d u s t r y  m e m b e r s  b a se d  
in  W a s h in g to n  a n d  O re g o n  
c o m p r i s e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t i n g  
a n d  p ro c e s s in g  c a p a c i ty  in 
t h e  N o r th  P a c i f i c , "  s a id  Hep. 
J o l e n e  U n s o e l d ,  D - W a s h .  
" T h e  p r e s e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  m a n a g i n g  c ounci l  p r e ­
c lu d e s  a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t io n  on  th e  co u n c i l  f o r  s i g n i f ­
i c a n t  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h o  
N o r t h w e s t  f i s h i n g  i n d u s ­
t r y . "

U n i t e d  F i s h e r m e n  o f  
A la s k a  h a d  u rg e d  Y o u n g  n o t  
to a l lo w  t h e  b i l l  to  le a v e  t h e  
H o u se  w i t h o u t  " r e g i s t e r i n g  
t h e  s e r io u s  o b je c t io n s  y o u  
f e e l ."

Y o u n g  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  
he  h a d  r e c e iv e d  " c o r r e s p o n ­
d e n c e "  f ro m  A l a s k a  f i s h e r ­
m e n  b u t  s a i d  i t  w o u ld  b e

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  to  p r e s s  fo r  
w i t h h o l d i n g  H o u s e  a c t i o n  
b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  concerns .

" I  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  f r u s t r a ­
t ions  o f  U n i t e d  F i s h e r m e n  of 
A l a s k a , "  Y o u n g  sa id .  B u t  he  
sa id  t h e i r  c o n c e rn s  w o u ld

h o p e f u l l y  b e  w o r k e d  o u t  
w h e n  t h e  b i l l  r e a c h e s  th e  
S e n a te .

Y o u n g 's  v ig o r o u s  d e fe n se  
o f  t h e  b i l l  is in  s t a r k  c o n ­
t r a s t  to  t h a t  o f  A l a s k a  Sen .  
T ed  S te v e n s ,  w h o  l a t e  la s t

y e a r  t h r e w  d o w n  h i s  
b y  i n t r o d u c in g  a l e g ls le D o r*  
t h a t  n o t  o n ly  w o u l d  bur> 
f a c to ry  t r a w l e r s  f r o m  
G u l f  o f  A l a s k a  b u t  
c r e a t e  a  p r e f e r e n c e  t f,r 
s t a t e  sh o re - s id e  process,'- '™
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No 90-23

COWPER PROTESTS ACTION TO EXPAND NORTH PACIFIC COUNCIL
JUNEAU-Gov. Steve Cowper today expressed strong opposition to the U.S. 

House of Representatives passing a bill that adds non-Alaskan seats to the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC).

"As I've said before, this is nothing more than a blatant attempt by Washington 
factory trawlers to seize control of the council," Cowper said. "If the factory trawlers can 
unduly influence the process, W9'll see fisheries conservation take a back seat to 
special economic interests."

At issue is an amendment to the Magnuson Act that would add at least one 
more voting member from the Pacific Northwest to the NPFMC. The Council is one of 
eight regional councils around the country that set management measures for fisheries 
out to 200 miles in the U.S. exclusive economic zone. The NPFMC, with 
representatives from Alaska, Washington and Oregon, manages waters off Alaska 
and it is expected that any new seats to the Council would represent tne interest of 
factory trawlers, who have lobbied heavily in favor of the m easun .

Gov. Cowper has consistently opposed adding new seats to the council, 
especially in light of the poor fisheries conservation track record of factory trawlers.
Last Spring, factory trawlers stripped the roe out of up to 40,000 metric tons of pollock 
in the Gulf of Alaska so that the entire quota was used up by March 23, leaving shore 
plants in Kodiak with no pollock for the rest of the year.

Conservation measures that would correct problems posed by roe-stripping 
and the bycatch of fish species have been resisted consistently by factory trawlers.
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"This tremendous waste of Alaska's fisheries is an abuse of our natural 
resources," Cowper said. "We've consistently told Congress that we would rather not 
see reauthorization of the Magnuson Act than add seats to the Council that will 
undermine fisheries conservation.

"The Council's got a tough enough job finding the middle ground among 
everyone who wants to fish off Alaska and they've been doing very well. But if this bill 
becomes law, we'll have some real problems assuring there are enough fish to go 
around."

The Cowper Administration will continue to work to defeat this legislation in 
the Senate where there have already been several hearings on the reauthorization of 
the Magnuson Act. However, the committee with jurisdiction over the bill has taken no 
action to amend the Senate version, and no action is expected in the near future.
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COWPE? BLASTS ADDITION OF OUTSIDE SEATS JQJE1SHEB.IE.S. COUNCIL

ANCHORAGE-Gov. Steve Cowper issued the following statement in 
response to today's U.S. House committee vote to add two seats to the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, which manages fishing in the North Pacific.•. i *. • *

"Unfortunately, it appears as though the committee got snookered by 
procedural arguments when the real issue is what's best for the resource," Cowper 
said. "This is nothing more than a blatant attempt by factory trawlers to overrun the 
existing process. The worst part is the factory trawlers have a long history of wasting 
fish, and that abuse comes directly out of the wallets of Alaska fishermen. .

"We fought hard against this vote and we're going to fight this all the way to 
the president. We're not going to let a well-financed special interest roll Alaskans."

The House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee, by a voice vote today, 
approved an additional seat each for Washington and Oregon on the Council, which 
manages fisheries out to 200 miles in the U.S. exclusive economic zone off Alaska. 
Cowper had lobbied against the.' addition of the seats, which was promoted by 
Washington state members of Congress.

The Governor noted that this spring the Washington- and Oregon-based 
factory trawflers stripped row out of up to 40,000 metric tons of pollock in the Gulf and 
tossed the neat overboard. As a result, the entire quota was used up by Marcn 23, 
leaving shore plants in Kodiak with no pollock for the rest of the year.

The issue next moves to the House floor. The U.S. Senate is considering its 
own reauthorization of the so-called Magnuson Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, which contains the amendments for the additional seats.
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