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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ALASKA REGIONAL OFFICE
2525 Gamb(.*ll Street, Room 107

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 « 2892
A3815(AR0O-RP)

31 MAR 1989

Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski
Alaska State Legislature

P. 0. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

The National Park Service is pleased to comment on the proposed
Senate Joint Resolution relating to the development of a visitor
center for Wrangell - St. Elias National Park and Preserve. For
almost three years the Park Service has been on record in favor
of locating and purchasing land in the vicinity of Glennallen for
a visitor center. During the public meetings for the Park"s
General Management Plan people in local communities and elsewhere
expressed broad support for a National Park Service visitor
center in the Glennallen area.

This visitor center would facilitate travel in the area for a
range of tourists, from those on a guided tour, to those who
travel independently. Exhibits and displays could feature the
outstanding natural and cultural resources of the park/preserve.

Currently, we are looking for suitable sites for this facility so
a purchase can be negotiated. Once site acquisition is

completed, it will take several years to secure funding from the
Congress, develop detailed construction plans and build the
visitor center.

We believe this project will have significant benefit for the

local area as well as for the traveling public, both visitors and
Alaskans, and we appreciate your interest and support.

Sincerely,

Paul F. Haertel
Regional Director
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