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United States Department of the Interior
N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E

ALASKA REGIONAL OFFICE 
2525 Gamb(.*ll Street, Room 107 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • 2892

A 3 8 1 5 ( A R O - R P )

3 1 MAR  1989

H o n o r a b l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. 0. B o x  V  (MS 3100)
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

The N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  is p l e a s e d  to c o m m e n t  on t h e  p r o p o s e d  
S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a v i s i t o r  
c e n t e r  f o r  W r a n g e l l  - St. E l i a s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e .  F o r  
a l m o s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  the P a r k  S e r v i c e  has b e e n  o n  r e c o r d  in f a v o r  
of l o c a t i n g  a n d  p u r c h a s i n g  l a n d  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of G l e n n a l l e n  f o r  
a v i s i t o r  c e n ter. D u r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t h e  P a r k ' s  
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  p e o p l e  in l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  
e x p r e s s e d  b r o a d  s u p p o r t  f o r  a N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  v i s i t o r  
c e n t e r  in t h e  G l e n n a l l e n  area.

T h i s  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  w o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  t r a v e l  i n  t h e  a r e a  for a 
r a n g e  of t o u r i s t s ,  f r o m  t h o s e  on a g u i d e d  tour, to t h o s e  w h o  
t r a v e l  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .  E x h i b i t s  a n d  d i s p l a y s  c o u l d  f e a t u r e  t h e  
o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  p a r k / p r e s e r v e .

C u r r e n t l y ,  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  s u i t a b l e  s i t e s  f o r  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  so 
a p u r c h a s e  can be  n e g o t i a t e d .  O n c e  s i t e  a c q u i s i t i o n  is 
c o m p l e t e d ,  it w i l l  t a k e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  to s e c u r e  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  
C o n g r e s s ,  d e v e l o p  d e t a i l e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n s  a n d  b u i l d  t h e  
v i s i t o r  c e n ter.

W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e n e f i t  f o r  t h e  
local a r e a  as w e l l  as for t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c ,  b o t h  v i s i t o r s  a n d  
A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  su p p o r t .

S in c e r e l y ,

. .. Paul F. H a e r t e l
R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r
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Mt. Sanford Is cno of sev­eral peaks .n mo Wrangells 
lhat can he vioweo from 
nearby hignways. Mts. Orum. Blackburn, and 
Sanford are dormanl vol­

canoes. wnoroas Mt. Wrangell itself <s still 
active.

Sgi-T-_______
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Tho Chltistone Rivor flows through a many-hued. 
glacior-carved gorgo and 
turns into a 300-foot water­
fall over a sheer wall.

If any single species sym­bolizes Iho pork's wildllfo. 
it ts Oail sue jd. which In­habit the interior high­
lands

The profusely braided Chi- tma River flows from the 
Chitina and Logan glaciers 
on the park's eastern 
boundary to the Copper 
River on the western

boundary. The mighty Copper, which starts on 
the north side ol Ihe 
Wrangells. empties into 
Iho Gull cf Alaska.

Boating is among the many adventuresome 
v ays to explore Wrangell- 
S? Elias. Hero a boater 
makes his way on the Konnicott. a minor river in

comparison with the Cop­per, Chitina. and Chlsana. 
Kayakers increasingly are 
plying bays and inlets near 
Yakutat.

V/iVwijttn SU* llwonea Socwry
Men build a railroad bridge across tho Kuskulana River in 1910. Today trav­
elers on the ro8d to 
McCarthy cross this 
bridgo.

tom Ot tn
Skiers on tne Maiaspma Glacier head toward Mt. 
St. Ellas, at 18.006 feet tho second h.chost peak 
in tne United Stales.

fom Q««n
With massive Hubbard Glacier as a backdrop, 
camping «n Disenchant­
ment Bay <s. if nothing 
olse. enchanting. 7h* glacier, which flow uut

of the St. Elias Mountains in Canada into the United 
States, is surging into tne 
bay.

A  P r e e m i n e n t  M o u n t a i n  W i l d e r n e s s
Cover photo by George Herben: The Kenmcotl and Gatos glaciers swoeo down Irom Ml. Blackpu.-n end Regal Mountain in Ihe Wrangells

Incredible. You have lo see Wrangell-St. Ellas National Park and Preserve 
lo believe it—and even then you aro not too sure. The number and scale ol 
everything ts so enormous. Peaks upon peaks. Glaciers alter gladets. II 
you follow any ol the many braided rivers and streams to (heir source, you 
will tlnd either a receding glacier, an advancing glacier, or a tidewater 
glacier. Several mountain ranges converge here, and Ihe park Includes 9 
ol Iho 16 highest peaks In Iho United Stales. The total acreage makes Ihis 
Ihe largest U.S. national park, the size ol six Yellowstones. And beyond all 
that, it contains a representative sampling ol Alaska's wMdlile and old 
mining sites indicative of mans early explorations here. Hike into iheso 
mountains, float the rivers, ski across the glaciers, lly over the area, and 
see geology in Ihe making. Amid the splendid Isolation comes a leellny ol 
discovery, a teeling that you might be the lirst person to see such sights.

Itself, but even then some ol Ils major peaks, Including Blackburn, Sanlord, 
□rum, and Wrangell, can be seen Irom nearby highways. Position yourself 
In one spot and vralch Ihe sun, clouds, and storms play hide and seek with 
a single peak or ridge. The mood changes by Ihe minute.
Three ma|or mountain ranges meet here: The Wrangells huddle In the 
northern interior, Ihe Chugach guard Ihe soulhorn coast, and Ihe Saint 
Ellas Mountains rise abruptly Irom Ihe Gull ol Alaska, thrusting northward 
past the Chugach and on toward the Wrangell-. The Wtangells are vol­
canic In origin, but only Mount Wrangell remains active with venls ol 
steam near ils summit. It last erupted In 1930. Other major, but smaller, 
ranges Include Ihe Menlastasand NuUotlns on Ihe northeast side ol tho 
park. With adjoining Kluane National Park in Canada, all these ranges

Hubbard, and Guyol. The Malaspina Glacier llows out ot the St. Ellas 
Range between Icy Bay and Yakutat Bay in a mass larger then the Stato ol 
Rhode Island. It carries so much glacial silt lhat plants and trees take hold 
on its extremities, nrow to maturity, and topple over the edge as the 
glacier retreats. Flowing Irom the glaciers aro a multitude ol meandering 
rivers and braided streams. The Copper River, tho largest, lorms tho 
western boundary ol Ihe park starting In Ihe Wrangells and emptying Into 
the Gull ot Alaska In Chugach National Forest. In the early 1900s the 
Kennecott Mining Co. transported copper Ircm Its mines near McCarthy 
by railroad along the Chitina and Copper rivers lo ships al Cordova. Ore 
was extracted from these highly productive mines between 1911 and 
1938 and lured many people to Ihe area, it only temporarily. Similarly gold 
was Iransoorted Irom Ihe Nabesna area. Today mining still occurs on

Chitina, Gulkano, and Chistochina aro among Ihe old Athapascan settle­
ments. Yakutat, on the coast, is a traditional Tlingit lishlng village.
Though Ihe vegetalion may seem sparse, especially In Iho interior, the 
park contains a variety ot wildlllo. Dali sheep and mojntain goats patrol 
Ihe craggy peaks. Herds ot caribou toed on the lichen and low woody 
plants around Ihe Wrangells. Moose browso in sloughs and bogs in Ihe 
coastal lowlands and in brushy areas, which also attract brown/grizzly 
boars. Black bears roam throughout the park. Bison were released in the 
Copper and Chitina River valleys in 1950 and 1962 respectively and 
remain as separate herds today. Many rivers, streams, and lakes provide 
spawning grounds lor salmon and other lish. The Copper Rivor drainage 
and Ihe Malaspina lorelands are major flyways lor migratory birds and
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