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W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T
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Bannister
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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: F aiks,  Zharoff,
S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  and K e l l y

IN THE SENATE BY T H E  RESOU R C E S  COMMITTEE

CS FOR S ENATE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 24 (Resources)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the s t a t e ' s  R u s s i a n  O r t hodo x 

c h u r c h e s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STAT E OF A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the h i s t o r y  of the state has been e n r i c h e d  b y  the c o n t r i b u­

tions o f  its early R u s s i a n  settlers; and

W H E R E A S  the s t a t e ' s  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches a n d  the cathedrals at 

U n a l a s k a  and Sitka r e p r e s e n t  the R u s s i a n  Heritage t h a t  is today reflected  

in the r e l i g i o n  and t r a d i t i o n s  of m a n y  of the state's N a t i v e  people; and

W H E R E A S  Unalaska's H o l y  A s c e n s i o n  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  Church, portions of

w h i c h  m a y  date from 1826, has a r i c h  collection of icons, w h i c h  are r e l i­

gious objects executed in the R u s s i a n  Orthodox style, books, and other

artifa cts that convey the c r a f t s m a n s h i p  and a r t i s t r y  of the Aleut and

R u s s i a n  people; and

W H E R E A S  in 1970 t h e  U n i t e d  States Secr etary of t h e  I n t erior designated 

Holy A s c e n s i o n  R u s sia n O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  as a n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  landmark 

b e c a u s e  of its except i o n a l  v a l u e  to our nation's his tory; and

W H E R E A S  the l o n g - t e r m  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the c h u r c h  and the v a l u able 

artifacts that it c o n t a i n s  is b e i n g  j eop ardized b y  the serious d e t e r i o­

rati o n  of the church, thus e n d a n g e r i n g  one of the m o s t  signif icant c o l­

lections of Russian O r t h o d o x  art in the state; and

W H E R E A S  it is i m p o r t a n t  that steps b e  taken to p r e s e r v e  our h i s t o r y

and to ensure that f u t u r e  gener a t i o n s  can benefit f r o m  the rich cultural

and religi ous contributi ons of Russia; and

W H E R E A S  the Alaska R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  of the United States National Park 

Service, w h i c h  is p r e p a r i n g  an h i s t o r i c  American b u i l d i n g  survey, and the

_ 1 _ n o r  n o  o  >. r o  —  \



W O R K  D R A F T WO R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T

Icon P r e s e r v a t i o n  T a s k  Force have e x p r e s s e d  an i n t e r e s t  in p a r t i c i p a t i n g  

w i t h  the state in c o m p i l i n g  an i n v e n t o r y  a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of the R u s s i a n  

O r t h o d o x  churches in the state;

BE IT R ESOLVED t h a t  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q uest s the G o v ernor 

and the s t a t e  office o f  h i s t o r y  and a r c h e o l o g y  to i n v e n t o r y  and document 

the art and a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the state's R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches l isted in 

the N a t i o n a l  Register o f  H i s t o r i c  Places including, in particular, the Holy  

A s c e n s i o n  R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  C h ur ch in Unalaska.

CSSCR 2 4 (Res) - 2-



(JIN PUBLISH D A TE:

FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E ST :_____________________________________________ __________________
Revision Dale: 29-Mar-89 Agency Affected: N a tu ra l R esources
Title: R ussian  O rth o d o x  C h u rch es BRU: P a rk s  & O u td o o r R ecrea tio n

Sponsor S en ato r F a ik s Components: H isto ric  R esource M g t
Requestor S en a to r F a ik s

E X PE N D IT U R E S/R E V E N U E S: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
'R A V E L
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL 41.5

REVENUE

FU N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

41.5

0.0 41.5

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A LY SIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

$37.7 would be used to fund a proposal to assist Soviet Architects document landmark churches on 
St. Paul and St. George Islands, as described in the attached project description. Ten percent of this 
amount, or $3.8, would be used by the State Office of History and Archeology to administer the 
project funds.

Prepared b /r^ C a r o l  W ilson_______________________________________ P h o n e :
Division: C om m issioner's O ffice . D a te :

465-2400

Approved by Commissioner L enn ie  G orsucl 
Agency:

29-M ar-89

D ate: 29-M nr-89
D ep artm en t o f  N a tu ra l R esources

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agcncy(ics) page 1 of 4



^tate Hegtsilatute
Senate 3toource£ Committee

Senator Be tty e Fahrenkam p. Chairm an

Senator Jay Kerttula. Vice Chairman 
Senator Dick Eliason 
Senator Steve Frank 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Arliss Sturgulcwski 
Senator Fred Zharoff

P.O. Box V 
Ju n e a u . A laska 9 9 6 1  1 

(9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 9 0 7

M a r c h  29, 1989

S e n a t o r  T i m  Kelly,
S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  
C a p itol 111
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Kelly:

T h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  Committee, in c o n s i d e r i n g  S C R  24, 
R e l a t i n g  t o  the  s t a t e’s R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches, r e c e i v e d  a 
fiscal n o t e  of $41,500 from the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
t o  i n v e n t o r y  and d o c u m e n t  the  art and a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  state's 
R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  churches.

B e c a u s e  of the fiscal impact, t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  that 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e c e i v e  an additi o n a l  r e f erral t o  t he F i nance 
Committee. The c o m m i t t e e  w a s  also c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
f u n d i n g  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  to i n v e n t o r y  c h u r c h e s  at St. 
G e o r g e  and St. Paul, w h i l e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  calls for d o c u m e n t a t i o n  
of all of t h e  state 's R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x  chur ches l iste d in the 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consideration.

Sincerely,

Betty®’Fah r e n k a m p  
C h a i r m a n

B F : d c . d n r



A  PROPOSAL FOR THE INVENTORY AND DOCUMENTATION 
' ’ OF

THE CHURCH O F  THE HOLY ASCENSION, UNALASKA
AND

HABS PHOTO DOCUMENTATION OF NATIONAL REGISTER CHURCHES

Two Soviet architects will be coming to Alaska in 1989 to a s sist 
in the documentation of the landmark churches at St. Paul and St. 
George as part of an international cultural exchange. With 
additional funding we hope to expand the scope of this 
international effort and broaden the cooperative effort of the 
Icon Preservation Task Force to include the State of Alaska and 
the federal government.

The work will be accomplished under the supervision of the Icon 
Preservation Task Force, working with the Alaska A ssociation for • 
Histo r i c  Preservation (a nonprofit 501c(3) corporation). The 
work undertaken with the State funds will be done in cooperation 
.with the National Park Service and the Alaska Dioceses of the ........
Orthodox church. ; .. ■ ;

SCOPE O F  WORK: 1. Prior to October 1, 1989 a .team, consisting
of a curator, an architect, an historian, members of the church, 
and an objects photographer are to visit and complete a computer 
inventory of The Church of the Holy A s c e n s i o n  at Unalaska. The 
inventory will document, for scholarly purposes, the contents of 
the church and will serve as a document which establishes 

-prior ity in the preservation and restoration of the building and 
the icons and religious artifacts within, A  total a p p r opria tion 
of §13,890 is sought to cover personnel, travel and supplies.

2. A  two year photo documentation project of the 37 R u ssian 
Orthodox Churches in Alaska will be undertaken. The 
professional, large format photographs will be useu for scholarly 
purposes, as a permanent record to be keep in the HABS collection 
of the Library of Congress and for exhibit in Alaska. Funds are 
needed to cover contracting expenses with an icon expert,
transportation, and per idem for the HABS p h otographer ,IPTF
liaison, and for supplies. §23,832 is needed for the first year 
which will focus on 19 of the 37 churches.

3. The fotal funds requested for Phase 1 and 11 are #37,722*



BUDGET

SCOPE O F  WORK - ITEM # 1 ...............

a. Curator - NFS
5 days .in field
5 days processing i n v e n t o r y ...............No cost

b. Supervisory Priest (translator of Russian
and Old Church Slavonic records)
1 ea x $120 x 8 d a y s .......................... $ 960
Per Diem: 8 days x $ 1 1 5 , . . . .  .....$ 920

c. IPTF Historian (Coordinate, assist with
field inventory and edit report)
1 ea x $120 x 25 d a y s ....................... 3,000
Per Diem: 8 days x $ 1 1 5 ....................  920

d. M u s e u m  Photographer (photograph every
accessioned object, 450 approx)
1 ea x $300 x 8 d a y s ........................  2,400
Per Diem: 8 days x $ 1 1 5 ...............  920

e. Architect (Soviet exchange -  NP3)
15 days in field
45 days preparing HABS d r a w i n g s ........   8,400

f. Transportation:
5 round trip airfare x $ 7 5 4 .........  3,770

g. Supplies:
film and p r o c e s s i n g   ..............  500
report prepar a t i o n / p r i n t i n g ...............   500

TOTAL COST FOR ITEM #1.......$22,290

SCOPE O F  W O R K  - ITEM #2 - YEAR #1  ............*...........

.a. HABS Photographer - HABS 
30 days in field
15 days in l a b  No cost
Per Diem: 30 days x $ 4 3 ...................... 1,290

b. Icon Expert
1 ea x $200 x 45 d a y s    • • •. 9,000
Per Diem: 30 days x $ 4 3 ...................  1,290

c. IPTF liaison
30 days in field
Per Diem: 30 days x $ 4 3 .........   1,290



d. Transportation - Year #1
Juneau (Cordova-Tatitlek, Sitka)

$366 x 3 team m e m b e r s  * ........ 1/098
H oonah and Angoon

$100 x 3 .........................    300
Kodiak $254 x 3 ...........................  792
Kodiak-Old Harbor-Akhiok

$140 x 3 ......     42C
Kodiak-Oiizinkie-Port Lions

$70 x 3 .................................................................. 210
Kodiak-Karluk

$130 x 3 ................................  390
Spruce Island (boat from K o d i a k ) ........ 200
S e l d o v i a . . . ,  .,,.$183 x 3 .......  546
U n a la sk a ................................$754 x 3 ........................  2 ,2 6 4
St George & St P a u l . .$866 x 3 . . . ........  2,598
R u s s i a n  Mission (Marshall)

$428 x 3 ...............................................................  1 /1 8 4
South N a k n e k . . .........$320 x 3 ............  960

TOTAL "COST-' FOR ITLM #2 - YEAR # 1 ........ $23,832

SCOPE O P  WORK - ITEM #2 - YEAR #2,

a. The remaining 18 churches, will be inventories in FYD0 
Expenses for year #2 will be the same as year #1.

T O T A L  COST F O R  ITEM #2 - YEAR #2..... $23,832

TOTAL R EQUESTED SUPPORT- F Y 8 9 .................$37/722**

**plus percentage retained by History and A r c h e o l o g y  
for grants administration.



M a s  kg State Legislature
C hairm an 

(907) 465-4523

Jan  Faiks 
P ost O ffice Box V 

Juneau, A laska 99811

Senate Judiciary Committee
March 20, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Senator Settye Fahrenkamp, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee

Senator Jan Etfik

SUBJECT: SCR 24 - State's Russian Orthodox Churches

The following amendment to SCR 24 was suggested by 
Representative Leman and I believe it adds to the resolution, 
this reason, I would appreciate the Resources Committee's 
consideration of it when it considers the resolution:

For

Page 1, line 16: insert and Russian after "Aleut", so 
that the line reads "artifacts that convey the 
craftsmanship and artistry of the Aleut a n d  
R u ss ian  people;

Thank you.

cc: Senator Fred Zharoff
Representative Loren Leman

Members
M ik e  S z y m a n sk i, V ice -C h a irm a n  •  R ick  H a lfo rd  •  D ru e  P e a rc e  •  P a tR o d a y

O u t o f  Session 
3111 C  Street, A nchorage, A laska 99503 • (907) 561-7610



P u b lish e d  b y  th e  Ico n  P re se rv a tio n T a sk  F orce  
c / o  A lask a  P ac ific  U n iv e rs ity
A n c h o ra g e , A K  99508 N e w s le tte r  #2, M a rc h  1989

ICON PANEL 
AT ANNUAL MEETING

T h re e  c o n te m p o ra ry  ico n  p a in te r s  

o f  th e  A n c h o ra g e  a re a  w ill  b e  th e  
g u e s t  s p e a k e rs  a t  th e  se c o n d  a n n u a l 

m e e t in g  o f  th e  Ic o n  P re s e r v a t io n  

T a sk  F o rce . T h e  p a n e l  d is c u s s io n ,  

" Ic o n  P e r s p e c t iv e s ,"  w ill b e  h e ld  in  

th e  C o n fe ren ce  R oom , g ro u n d  flo o r  o f 

th e  Z . J. L o u s s a c  L ib ra ry , a t  7:30 
p .m ., T u e sd a y , M a rc h  21.

B y ro n  B ird sa ll , a  c o n te m p o ra ry  in ­

te rp r e te r  o f  th e  Ico n  t r a d i t io n ,  a n d  
tw o  lo ca l c h u rc h  ic o n o g ra p h e rs  w ill 
d is c u s s  th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  p a in t in g  ic­

o n s  in  th e  1980s. R o n  R o llin s , iconog- 
r a p h e r  a t  H o ly  T r a n s f ig u r a t io n  
G re e k  O r th d o x  C h u rc h  in  A n c h o r ­

age , a n d  R o b in  A rm s tro n g  o f  St. John  

th e  E v a n g e lis t  A n tio c h ia n  O r th d o x  

C a th e d r a l  in  C h u g i a k  w i l l  jo in  

B ird sa ll. E ach  o f  th e  s p e a k e r s  w ill 

p re se n t s lid e s  o f  th e ir  w o rk .

R o l l in s  p a in ts  in  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
s ty le  u s in g  te m p e ra  o n  w o o d . A rm ­

s tro n g  rec en tly  a t te n d e d  a w o rk s h o p  

in  P e n n y s lv a n ia  o n  ic o n o g ra p h y  

sp o n so re d  b y  th e  St. Jo h n  o f  D a m a s­
c u s  Ic o n g ra p h ic  S ocie ty . S h e  w ill r e ­
p o r t  o n  n ew  th in k in g  a b o u t in te rp re t­

in g  th e  an c ie n t fo rm s.
B ird sa ll ,  a  c o m m e rc ia l a r t i s t ,  b e ­

g a n  p a in tin g  icons tw o  y e a rs  ago . H is  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  s o m e  o f  th e  

w o r ld 's  m o s t fa m o u s  ico n s, r e n d e re d  
in  n o n tra d i t io n a l  m e d ia , h a v e  b e e n  a 

sp e c ta c u la r  su ccess  in  a r t  g a lle r ie s  m  
A n c h o ra g e  a n d  S eattle .

A n  o r ig in a l  p a in t in g  o f  A la s k a 's  

fo u r  O rth o d o x  S a in ts , p r e s e n te d  b y  
B ird sa ll a s  a  g if t  to  S t. In n o c e n t O r ­

th o d o x  C a th e d ra l in  A n c h o ra g e , w a s  

b le ssed  b y  B ishop G re g o ry  a n d  conse- 
c re a te d  as  a n  ico n  in  se rv ic e s  a t  th e  

c a th e d ra l  a  y e a r  a g o . O ffse t p r in ts  

o f  th is  icon  a re  b e in g  so ld  b y  th e  c a ­

th e d ra l  a n d  A r t iq u e , L td ., w ith  p r o ­
c e ed s  to  b en e fit th e  co n s tru c tio n  fu n d

o f th e  c a th e d ra l.

B ird sa ll  is o f fe r in g  o n e  o f  th e se  

p r in ts  to  th e  T a sk  F orce  fo r  a m e m ­

b e r s h ip  d r a w in g  (see  s to ry  o n  p ag e  

4.)

T h e  p a n e l d is c u s s io n  w ill b e  p re ­
ced ed  b y  the  a n n u a l b u s in e ss  m eeting  
o f  th e  T a sk  F orce, in c lu d in g  a re p o rt 

o n  a n  in v e n to ry  o f  th e  icons a n d  litu r­

g ic a l fu rn is h in g s  o f  th e  C h u rc h  o f  

th e  H o ly  A ssu m p tio n  in  K enai.

F u tu re  p ro jec ts , in c lu d in g  a n  in te r­

n a t io n a l  e x c h a n g e  w ith  S o v ie t a r ­

c h i te c tu r a l  h is to r ia n s ,  w ill  b e  d e ­
sc rib ed .

T h e  p u b lic  is in v ite d  to  th is  ev e n t. 

T h e re  is n o  ch a rg e .

REMEMBER
. luKivvi: v B

OUR ANNUAL
< • '

MEETING
f,v, : " .

March 21

7:30 p.m,
. .. •• .... ... .. .... • . .. 

Loussac Library

Conference Room  

Everyone Invited

NATIONAL PARK SUPPORT

T h e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  S e rv ic e  h a s  b e e n  a c tiv e  in  its  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  IP T F  
d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r . C o o p e ra tiv e  e f fo rts  w il l  c o n t in u e  d u r in g  th e  co m ­
in g  s u m m e r  w h e n  th e  N P S  w ill  c o n d u c t b u i ld in g  c o n d it io n  a s se ss m e n ts  
a n d  a r c h i te c tu r e  d o c u m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h e s  a t  S t. P a u l a n d  S t  
G e o rg e  in  th e  P r ib i lo f  I s la n d s .  B o th  c h u rc h e s  a re  N a tio n a l  H is to r ic  
L a n d m a rk s . S o v ie t a rc h ite c ts  w ill  a s s is t  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  in te rn a t io n a l  c u l­
tu ra l e x c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  th e  U SA  a n d  th e  U SS R .

If  th e  IP T F  can  f in d  a d d i t io n a l  fu n d s , th e  a rc h ite c tu ra l d o c u m e n ta tio n  
p ro je c t  w ill b e  s u p p le m e n te d  w ith  th e  in v e n to ry  a n d  d o c u m e n ta tio n  o f  
th e  ic o n s  a n d  o b je c ts  in  th e s e  ch u rc h es . I t  is  o u r  h o p e  th a t  b y  th e  e n d  o f  
th e  s u m m e r  w e  w ill  h a v e  c o m p le te d  th e  in v e n to ry  o f  th re e  N a tio n a l  
H is to r ic  L a n d m a rk s .
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YEARLY REPORT

T h is  p a s t y e a r  h a s  b ee n  a b u sy  o n e  
in d e e d . W e h a v e  b e e n  a c tiv e ly  p u r ­
su in g  o u r  goals  to  in v en to ry  a n d  d o c u ­
m e n t th e  ic o n s  a n d  th e  a rc h ite c tu re  
o f th e  h is to ric  O rth o d o x  c h u rc h e s  on  
se v e ra l f ro n ts . W e h a v e  h a d  d is c u s ­
s io n s  w ith  s ta te  a n d  fe d e ra l  a g e n ­
cies, re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  p r iv a te  fo u n ­
d a tio n s , a n d  N a tiv e  c o p o ra tio n s .

T h e se  e f fo r ts  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  
co n tin u ed  d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  th e  IPTF  
a n d  th e  O r th d o x  C h u rc h  in  A lask a  
h a v e  a llo w e d  u s  to  m o v e  fo rw a rd  in  
a p o s it iv e  m a n n e r .  W ith  e a c h  d is ­
c u s s io n  o f  th e  p ro je c t,  e n th u s ia s m  
b u ild s .  W e a r e  e x c ite d  a b o u t  o u r  
p ro g ress  in  1988.

K en a i In v e n to ry  C o m p le te d  
In  A p ril, th e  IP T F  c o o rd in a te d  a n  

in v e n to ry  o f th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  H o ly  
A ssu m p tio n  a t  K ena i. (See a r tic le  on  
p a g e  3.) T h e  re su lts  a re  ex c itin g , a n d  
th e  e n d  p r o d u c t  r e p re s e n ts  th e  f irs t 
w r i t te n  a n d  v isu a l re c o rd  o f  th e  a r ­
c h i te c tu re  a n d  a r t  o f  a n  O r th o d o x  
c h u rc h  in  A lask a .

L eg is la tiv e  S u p p o r t  S o u g h t 
In  N o v e m b e r ,  S e n a to r  J a n  F a ik s  

a sk e d  u s  to  p r e s e n t  a p ro p o s a l  fo r 
the  in v e n to ry  a n d  d o c u m e n a tio n  o f 
th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  H o ly  A scen sio n  in  
U n a la sk a . S e n a to r  F aiks is c o n c e rn e d  
a b o u t th e  p re s e rv a tio n  o f  th e  b u i ld ­
ing  a n d  th e  ico n s a n d  h is to ric  a r t  o b ­
jects in side . A  re so lu tio n  in  s u p p o r t  o f  
the IPTF p ro p o sa l is w in d in g  its  w ay  
th ro u g h  th e  le g is la tu re .

IP T F  In c o rp o ra te s  
In D ecem b er, th e  IPTF, n o w  a s u b ­

co m m itte e  o f  th e  A laska  A sso c ia tio n  
fo r H is to ric  P re s e rv a t io n , b e g a n  th e  
process o f  in c o rp o ra tio n  as  a n o n p ro f­
it o rg a n iz a tio n  u n d e r  its o w n  ch a rte r . 
B y law s w e re  d r a f te d  a n d  f ile d  w ith  
o u r  A rtic les  o f  In c o rp o ra tio n . A tto r ­
neys J im  W a n a m a k e r  an d  L eR oy  D e- 
V e a u x  of W a n a m a k e r  a n d  D eV eaux  
d o n a te d  th e ir  tim e  to  p ro v id e  a s s is ­
tan ce  to  the  IPTF.

ICON TASK FORCE
T h e  Ico n  P re s e r v a t io n  T a s k  

F orce  (IC PTF) is a s e c u la r  g ro u p  
o rg a n iz e d  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1986 to  
la u n c h  a m a jo r  e f fo rt  a im e d  a t  
p re se rv in g  a n d , w h e re  n ec essa ry , 
r e s to r in g  th e  re m a rk a b le  le g a c y  
o f  R u ss ia n  c u l tu r e  in  A la s k a — a 
h e r i ta g e  r e s o u rc e  s ig n if ic a n t  to  
th e  p e o p le  o f  A lask a  a n d  to  th e  
n a tio n  as  a w h o le .

A s t im e  p a s s e s ,  th e s e  i r r e ­
p la ce ab le  tre a su re s  a re  b e c o m in g  
in c re a s in g ly  v u ln e ra b le  to  d e te ­
r io ra t io n ,  v a n d a l is m , a n d  d e ­
s tru c tio n . T h e  e f fo r t  to  p re s e rv e  
th e se  tre a su re s  m u s t  b e  m u lt if a ­
ceted  a n d  su p p o r t m u s t com e from  
m a n y  so u rces. T h e  IPT F  w a n ts  to 
w o rk  w ith  o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  
ach ieve o u r  co m m o n  goals.

W ith  fu ll s u p p o r t  o f  th e  O r­
th o d o x  C h u rc h  o ffic ia ls  in  A la s ­
k a , th e  IPT F  h a s  re so lv e d  to  u n ­
d e r ta k e  a  lo n g -ra n g e  p ro g ra m  to 
in s u r e  th e  p r e s e rv a t io n  o f  th e  
c u ltu ra l reso u rces by:

•creating public awareness and 
educational opportunities for the 
people of Alaska,

•sponsoring an inventory and 
documentation program to record 
the objects and historic structures 
within Alaska, both to serve as a

useful historical and cultural 
reference,

• in a cooperative effort, assist­
ing the Orthdox Church, the 
owners of the art objects, in the 
resto ra tio n , preservation , and 
maintenance of the art obejcts, ic­
ons, and selected structures.

In  o u r  la s t  N e w s le tte r , w e  p r in ­
te d  a  le tte r  from  B ish o p  G re g o ry  
w h e re in  h e  c le a rly  s ta te s  o u r  in ­
te n t io n s :  "W e u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  
th e  in te n t io n  is to  r e ta in  a ll o f  
th e  ic o n s  in  th e  c h u rc h e s  w h e re  
th e y  n o w  re s id e . If th e y  a r e  re ­
m o v e d , it w ill o n ly  b e  fo r  n ec es­
s a r y  r e s to r a t io n ,  a n d / o r  b r ie f  
d is p la y  in  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o ­
g ra m ."  H e  c o n t in u e s ,  "It is  m y  
p le a s u r e  to  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
th is  d e d ic a te d  g ro u p  o f  A lask an s  
w h o  h a v e  ta k e n  o n  s u c h  a b ig  
ta s k ,  w h ic h  w e  a l l  k n o w  w ill 
ta k e  m a n y  y e a r s .  P le a s e  b e  a s ­
s u r e d  th a t  m y  b le s s in g s  a re  w ith  
y o u r  e ffo rts ."

B ish o p  G re g o ry  is r ig h t.  T h ese  
g o a ls  w ill ta k e  m a n y  y e a rs  to  ac­
c o m p lish , b u t  th e  tim e  to  b e g in  is 
n o w . W e w e lc o m e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
fo r  th is  e n d e a v o r  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  
y o u  to  b e c o m e  a  T a sk  F orce  m e m ­
b e r  to d a y . (S ee m e m b e rs h ip  a p ­
p lic a tio n  o n  p a g e  5.)

W orld  W ar II D am a g e  A s se s sm e n ts  
F in a lly , in  J a n u a ry  o f  1989, a p ro ­

p o sa l w a s  su b m itte d  to  th e  th e  A leu - 
t ia n /P r ib i lo f  I s la n d s  A sso c ia tio n  to  
a s s is t  th e m  in  th e ir  e f fo rts  to  s u b ­
s ta n t i a te  d a m a g e s  to  th e  c h u r c h  
p ro p e r tie s  as  a  r e s u lt  o f  W o rld  W a r 
II u n d e r  th e  W a r  R e p a ra t io n s  A ct, 
w h ic h  w as  p a s s e d  b y  C o n g re s s  in  
1988.

In su m m ary , o u r  y e a r  h as  b e e n  v ery  
b u s y  a n d  re w a rd in g . W e a n t ic ip a te  
th a t  n ex t y e a r  w ill b e  e q u a lly  a s  r e ­
w a rd in g  as  w e c o n tin u e  w ith  o u r  in ­
v e n to ry  e ffo rts  a n d  h o p e fu lly  b e g in  
w ith  so m e o f o u r  re s to ra tio n  task s.

—Steve Peterson

i i i l l i i i i !  • M..
: ' -  \  - ;
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THANKS TO CONTRIBUTORS
W e g ra te fu l ly  e x p re s s  o u r  a p ­

p l i c a t i o n  to  th e  fo llo w in g  in d i­
v id u a ls  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w h o  
h a v e  g ra c io u s ly  c o n tr ib u te d  th e ir  
s e rv ic e s , ta le n ts ,  a n d 'm o n e y  to  
th e  Icon  P re se rv a tio n  T a sk  force: 

A la sk a  H u m a n it ie s  F o ru m  
A la s k a  P a c ific  U n iv e r s i ty  
B y ro n  B ird sa ll 
G e r r i  C la rk  
LeR oy D eV eau x  
ERA  A v ia tio n  
A y se  G ilb e r t  
M a rk  A ir
N a tio n a l  P a rk  S e rv ic e  
S o u th c e n tra l  A ir  
T h e  A la s k a  A sso c ia tio n  fo r  

H is to r ic  P re s e rv a t io n  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la s k a  
J im  W a n a m a k e r  

A n d  to  th e  fo llo w in g  d o n o rs  (o f 
A n c h o ra g e  ex c ep t w h e re  n o ted ): 
A la sk a  S ta te  M u s e u m  (Juneau) 
Joan M . A ntonson  
J o h n  R  B a m s  (H a rr isb u rg , PA ) 
B y ro n  B ird sa ll 
A la n  B o rass  (S o ld o tn a)
P h y ll is  I. C a r lso n
C o rd o v a  H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty
L u c ien  C o u tu  (M o n trea l, C a n ad a )
M r. &  M rs. Ed C r it te n d e n
D r. N a n c y  Y aw  D a v is
T y  D i l l ip la n e  (P ro v id e n c e , RD,
Ja m es H . D u c k e r
R o b e rt C  Ely
L eslie  S ta r r  H a r t
V irg in ia  H e in e r  (V a n co u v e r,

W A )
R o b e rt Isly
L o u ise  K e llo g g  (P a lm er)
O rin  K n e e  (P o rtla n d , OR)
B ro o k e  & W ild a  M a rs to n  
I s a b e l  M il le r  (S itka)
D ia n e  M u rg a lo  (T u ck ah o e , NY) 
F ra n k  N o rr is  (S e a ttle , W A )
Lee E. P o le sk e  (S ew ard )
A lb a  P ra t t
G e o rg e  S h a w  (K enai)
Eva R  T ra u tm a n  
R ic h a rd  W . T y le r  (H o m er)
C a ro l U m e s s  (M in n ea p o lis , M N )

PILOT INVENTORY 
COMPLETED

Icons b y  a n  A lask an  N a tiv e  iconog- 
r a p h e r  w e re  a m o n g  th e  ex c itin g  d is ­
c o v e r ie s  e m e rg in g  f ro m  th e  f ir s t  
c h u r c h  in v e n to r y  u n d e r t a k e n  in  
A p ril  1988 b y  th e  IPTF. T h re e  icons 
in  th e  C h u rc h  o f  th e  H o ly  A s s u m p ­
tio n  in  K e n a i w e re  p a in te d  b e fo re  
1858 b y  G r ig o r ii  P e tu k h o v , a n  A leu t 
b o m  a t  U n a la sk a . P e tu k h o v  is o n e  of 
o n ly  tw o  k n o w n  n a tiv e  A la s k a n  ico- 
n o g ra p h e rs  from  th e  R u ss ia n  e ra . U n ­
til h is  d e a th  in  1858, h e  l iv e d  in  S it­
ka, w h ile  V a s i l i !  K r iu k o v ,  w o rk e d  
a t  U n a la s k a .

A n o th e r  e x d t in g  d is c o v e ry  w a s  a n  
1896-1906 R u ss ian  la n g u a g e  in v e n to ­
ry  in  th e  c h u rc h  a rc h iv e s  b y  R ev er­
e n d  M a rc a r iu s  T a rg o n s k y ,  p r ie s t  o f  
th e  p a r is h .  T h is  d o c u m e n t  a id e d  in  
th e  d a t in g  o f  m a n y  o f  th e  ite m s.

O th e r  s ig n if ic a n t f in d s  in c lu d e  ic ­
ons d o n a ted  b y  m onks o n  M o u n t A thos 
in  G re ec e  a n d  b o o k s  u s e d  b y  A b b o t 
N ic h o la s , th e  f irs t  r e s id e n t  p r ie s t .

T h e  in v e n to ry  o f  th e  c h u r c h  w a s  
a c c o m p lis h e d  w ith  m o n e y  d o n a te d  
b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  T a s k  F o rc e  a n d  
w ith  a  g r a n t  fro m  th e  N a tio n a l  T ru s t 
fo r  H is to r ic  P re se rv a tio n .

T h e  K en a i c h u rc h  w a s  s e le c te d  fo r  
th e  p i lo t  in v e n to ry  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  
h a d  e x te n s iv e  a rc h ite c tu ra l  a n d  h is ­
to r ic a l d o c u m e n ta tio n  a l re a d y ,  a n d  
a lso  fo r  its  ac ce ss ib ility . T h e  p a r is h

w a s  fo u n d e d  in  1849, a n d  th e  p re se n t 
c h u rc h  w as  b u ilt  in  1894. S om e o f  the  
fu rn is h in g s  in  th e  c h u rc h  d a te  from  
th e  f irs t ch u rc h .

T h e  N a t io n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e  h a s  
a r c h i te c tu r a l  d r a w in g s  a n d  p h o to ­
g ra p h s  o f  th is  c h u rc h  b e c a u s e  o f  its 
d e s ig n a t io n  as  a N a tio n a l  H is to r ic  
L a n d m a rk . T h e s e  w ill a lso  b e c o m e  
p a r t  o f th e  in v e n to ry  file.

T h e  in v e n to ry  p ro ce ss  in c lu d e d  d e ­
s c r ib in g ,  m e a s u r in g ,  a n d  p h o to ­
g r a p h in g  171 ite m s , in c lu d in g  Icons, 
v e s tm e n ts ,  l i tu rg ic a l  u te n s ils ,  a l ta r  
a n d  ta b le  c o v e r in g s , c a n d le s ta n d s ,  
b a n n e r s ,  c ro s se s , a  b a p t is m a l  fo n t, 
a n d  h is to ric  p h o to g ra p h s .

T h e  co llec ted  in fo rm a tio n  h a s  b ee n  
c o m p u te r iz e d .  E a c h  n a r r a t iv e  d e ­
s c r ip t io n  a ls o  in c lu d e s  b o th  b la c k  
a n d  w h ite  a n d  c o lo re d  p h o to g ra p h s . 
S lid e s  h a v e  a lso  b e e n  m a d e  fo r  a 
n u m b e r  o f  th e  item s.

H e a d in g  th e  in v e n to ry  p ro jec t w as 
B a rb a r a  S w e e t l a n d  S m i th ;  R e v .  
T a rg o n s k y ; R ev. P a u l M e rc u lie f ,  O r­
th o d o x  d io c e sa n  lia iso n  o n  th e  p ro ­
ject; P a tr ic k  M c K n ig h t,  a s s is ta n t c u ­
r a to r  fo r  th e  A la sk a  R e g io n  o f  th e  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e rv ic e ;  B a r r y  
M c W a y n e ,  P h o to g ra p h  C u ra to r  fo r 
th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la sk a  M u se u m , 
F a irb a n k s ; a n d  G e r r i  C la rk ,  a  f re e ­
la n c e  c o n s e r v a to r .  T h e  N a t io n a l  
P a r k  S e rv ic e ,  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
A la s k a , a n d  C la rk  d o n a te d  th e ir  
se rv ices  to  th e  p ro ject.

T r a n s p o r ta t io n  w a s  d o n a te d  b y  
M a rk A ir ,  S o u th c e n t r a l  A ir ,  a n d  
ER A  A v ia tio n .

Barbara Smith measuring Kenai church vestment.
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BIRDSALL DONATES 
PRINT FOR DRAWING

B yron  B ird sa ll c o n t in u e s  to  b e  a n  

e n th u s ia s t ic  s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  Icon  

P re s e rv a t io n  T a s k  F orce. L a s t y e a r ,  

B y ro n  d o n a te d  p ro c e e d s  f ro m  th e  

s a le  o f  o n e  o f  h is  ic o n  p r in ts .  T h is  

y e a r ,  B y ron  h a s  d o n a te d  a c o p y  of 

"T h e  F o u r  S a in ts  o f  A la sk a "  p r in t  

w h ic h  d e p ic ts  A la s k a n  S a in ts  In n o ­

c e n t,  H e rm a n , Ju v e n a li i ,  a n d  P e te r  

th e  A le u t.

In  M a y , th e  IP T F  w ill  h o ld  a 

d r a w in g  fo r  th e  p r in t  a s  p a r t  o f  its  

m e m b e rsh ip  d r iv e . N e w  o r  re n e w in g  

m e m b e rs  w il l  b e  e l ig ib le  fo r  th e  

d ra w in g . (See fo rm  o n  p a g e  5.)

T h e  T a sk  F o rce  g re a tly  a p p re c ia te s  

B yron 's g en e ro s ity  a n d  c o n tin u e d  s u p ­

p o r t .

T h e  F o u r  S a in ts  o f  A la s k a  b y  B y ron  B irdsa ll 
P h o to  c o u rte sy  o f  A rtiq u e , L td .

CONCERN FOR 
UNALASKA CHURCH

In  F e b ru a ry  o f  th is  y e a r , r e p re s e n ­
ta tiv e s  o f  th e  IP F T  m e t w ith  S e n a to r  
F re d  Z h a r o f f  a n d  h is  a s s i s ta n t ,  
P e n e lo p e  G o f o r th ,  in  A n c h o ra g e . 
S e n a to r  Z h a ro f f  r e p re s e n ts  th e  K o d - 
ia k -A le u tia n  r e g io n  w h e re  a  m a jo r  
p o r t io n  o f  A la s k a 's  O r th o d o x  c o m ­
m u n it ie s  a re  lo c a te d .  T h e  m e e tin g  
w a s  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in tro d u c e  th e  
S e n a to r  to th e  g o a ls  a n d  o b jec tiv es  o f  
th e  IPT F  a n d  e x p la in  h o w  o u r  e ffo rts  
d o v e ta il  w ith  o th e r  p ro g ra m s ,  su c h  
a s  th e  N a tio n a l  P a r k  S e rv ice  L a n d ­
m a rk s  a t  R isk . S e n a to r  Z h a ro f f  e x ­
p re s se d  co n c e rn  o v e r  th e  c o n d itio n  o f  
th e  C h u rc h  o f  H o ly  A sce n s io n  in  U n ­
a la sk a . H e  is in te re s te d  in  se e k in g  a 
le g is la t iv e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  fo r  r e s to ­
ra tio n  o f  th e  s tru c tu re  a n d  fo r  a n  in ­
v e n to ry  o f  th e  c h u rc h  fo llo w in g  th e  
IPTF  K en a i m o d e l. (See L e g i s la t iv e  
S u p p o r t  s to ry  o n  p a g e  2.)

DON'T FORGET 

Send in your annual 
membership form 

today  

Be eligible for the 
special drawing.

■

Come to our annual 
meeting  

March 21

Loussac Library.  .  . . . .
7:30 p.m.A

THE FORGOTTEN 
FRONTIER

B a rb a ra  S m ith , o n e  o f  th e  fo u n d e rs  

o f  th e  IPTF, h a s  b ec o m e  th e  g u e s t  c u ­

r a to r  fo r  th e  A n c h o ra g e  M u s u e m  o f 

H is to iy  a n d  F in e  A rt, fo r  a n  ex h ib it 

o n  R u s s ia n  A m e r ic a  e n t i t le d  "T he 

F o rg o tten  F ro n tie r."  S te v e n  P e te rso n , 

c o f o u n d e r  o f  th e  IP T F , p r e p a r e d  a 
s h o r t  s e c tio n  fo r  th e  e x h ib it  o n  th e  

A rc h ite c tu re  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  C o lo n ia l 

P e r io d  in  A la sk a  w h ic h  d e a ls  w ith  

th e  a r t  a n d  a r c h ite c tu re  o f  th e  R u s­

s ia n  O r th o d o x  C h u rc h .  T h e  ex h ib it 

w ill  o p e n  in  Ju ly  1990 a t  T ac o m a , 

W a sh in g to n , in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  

S o v ie t-A m e r ic a n  G o o d w il l  G am e s . 

In  th e  fall, it w ill  tra v e l to  A n c h o r ­

a g e , w h e r e  i t  w ill  c e le b r a te  th e  
2 5 0 th  a n n iv e r s a r y  in  1991 o f  th e  

N o r th  A m e r ic a n  d is c o v e r ie s  o f  ex ­

p lo re r  V itu s  B ering.
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M a s  kg State Legiskature
C hairm an 

(907) 465-4523

Jan  Faiks 
Post O ffice Box V 

Juneau, A laska 99811

Senate Judiciary Committee
March 10, 1989

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, ^Chairman
Senate Resources Committed

FROM: Senator Jan Fai|cs

SUBJECT: SCR 24: Relating rfo ithel'State's Russian Orthodox Churches

SCR 24 has been referred to the Senate Resources Committee for your 
review. I would appreciate the opportunity for it to be scheduled for 
committee consideration at your earliest convenience.

Last Fall I visited Unalaska and the Holy Ascension Russian Orthodox 
Church. The church, with parts dating from 1826, serves as a 
reminder of Russia's rich contributions to Alaska's heritage. Its icons, 
books and artifacts continue to convey the craftsmanship and 
artistry of the Aleut people.

Unfortunately, though, Holy Ascension has been identified by the U.S. 
Park Service as a "landmark at risk". The church's physical structure 
is deteriorating. The icons, religious artifacts, and art objects, which 
are instrinsic to the Orthodox faith and fundamental to their services, 
are in poor condition. They are uncataloged, with little protection, 
and kept in a uncontrolled environment without curatorial care.

To ensure future Alaskans will continue to enjoy this part of our 
heritage, it is extremely important steps be taken to preserve

M embers
M ik e  S z y m a n sk i, V ic e -C h a irm a n  • R ick  H a lfo rd  •  D ru e  P e a rc e  •  P a tR o d e y

O u t o f  Session 
3111 C  Street, A nchorage, A laska 99503 • (907)561-7610



Alaska's Russian Orthodox churches, and in particular, Holy 
Ascension.

The National Park Service and Icon Preservation Task Force have 
expressed interest in working with the state to compile an inventory 
and documentation of Alaska's Russian Orthodox churches. SCR 24 
requests the Governor and state office of history and archeology to 
take the lead with this project.

Additional information regarding this landmark is attached. Should 
you have questions or need further information, please just let me 
know.
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Landmark Condition
Although (lie church building is regularly 

painted ami m aintained, (lie cost of undcitak- 
ing extensive, essential repairs to die foumla- 
tion. cupola, and ro o t have been prnliihiiive 
for its parishioners. The property 's location on 
the edge of an inlet m eans (hat the weathciing 
process is unceasing. At this point, there is a 
serious xtiucturnl problem at the bell tower 
dome and (he ccnlial n a \c  dome. Intrinsic to 
the Orthodox lailh and fundam ental to their 
services are the iconostasis, religious aitilaets. 
and ait objects within the chinch. These treas­
ures remain in poor condition: uneatalogued, 
with little p in tcc linn , and kept in an uncon­
trolled environm ent w ithout curatorial care. 
M ajor land ing  will be ici|uircd  to meet the 
preservation needs ol this significant structure 
for continued public uppicciatiun.

Recommended Work/Costs
Data has been taken from a National Park 

Service-funded report. "National llistm ic 
Luiidm jik Condition Assessment Report:
Holy Ascension Orthodox C 'htildi. Unal.iska, 
A laska" by CC C  Architects. Anchorage. 
A laska. Work recom m ended lo r the church 
exterior totals almost V I23.00*I. Ol that 
amount. SI VS .000 will be needed to cover the 
costs of work considered  critical to the lon­
gevity o f the chutclt. including paitial 
replacement of foundation piers, major u n ik  
on the bell tow er, and replacem ent ol dete r­
iorated wood in the onion domes and decking. 
Another 5 I 30.000  will be need to correct 
serious exterior problem s, such as providing 
proper ventilation lor the Inundation and 
replacing rotted wood "skirting" at the pcnm

e te r o f  the foundation, fin ally  m inor p rob ­
lem s. consisting m ostly ol replacing siding 
that has deteriorated under multiple layers of 
paint, then repainting with original colors, 
could lie corrected Tor about 595.000.

Total interior work is estim ated at 
5328.01)0. O f that am ount, an estim ated 
5273.000 is lor work deemed critical, includ­
ing invcntoiying. cataloging, and cleaning the 
church icons based on a conservation  p lan- 
and icplucing rolled llonring. O ther inten. 
work rated serious anil minor would cost about 
$55,000, and includes repairs to rolled hori­
zontal ceiling members in both the central 
nave and bell lower due to long-term moisture 
penetration, and replacem ent o f som e lloor 
joists, finally , door trim and Irames need 
rtp a itin g . and the entire interior should be 
repainted to match the original colors.

Incorporating a lire detection system  in the 
church interior, and upgrading healing and 
electrical system s, are other needs deem ed to 
lie critical both to the longevity o f  the struc­
ture and its contents. Providing a lire protec­
tion system with auto dialers to the lire 
department will cost about $15.hot). Installa­
tion o f an HVAC system  to provide proper 
temperature and humidity control is estim ated 
at SKIS.DIM) An additional S(».8tK) wili be 
required to provide a fuel tank appropriate lor 
the proposed 11 VAC system I he old e lectri­
cal system w ill be inadequate when the c li­
mate control system is installed: a new panel 
box, w iring and service to meet code wall be 
required and this is estim ated at about 
$22,500 finally , cleaning and polishing the 
church chandeliers will cost .iNiut $2,500

The architects' detailed assessm ent is avail­
able from National Park Service olticcs (see 
HOW YOU CAN HliLIk over).

The i Impel » uj,*m/it mil nrl nntk  it  in nrgi-nr need 
oj ennxerivlinn. i'hnln CCC Aiehilct Is



HOLY ASCENSION 
ORTHODOX CHURCH
U nalaska, Alaska

Its earliest portions dating from 1826, Holy 
Ascension Orthodox Church is significant as 
the oldest church in Alaska that features a cru­
ciform plan with three altars. (The three-one 
story wings and the threc-story front tower 
were added in 1894.) O f particular importance 
is the interior, with its rich collection o f icons 
— religious objects executed in ihe Russian 
Orthodox style that convey the craftsm anship 
and artistry o f Ihe Aleut people.

Although the imposing white wood-frame

church alm ost seems out o f place on the shore 
ol a small Aleutian village, its presence is 
easily explained by historians. After the sale 
o f Alaska to ihe United Stales, Unalaska and 
Sitka becam e vital econom ic and religious 
centers; ihe church diocese shared adm inistra­
tive responsibilities and each city had its 
cathedral. This picturesque Church is a visual 
rem inder o f  Ihe im portant role o f  both R us­
sian contact and the O rthodox relig ion , not 
only among the Aleuts, hut in North Am etiea

LANDMARKS AT RISK
HOW YOU CAN HELP

O ver 150 deteriorating and endangered 
National Historic Landmarks across the coun­
try need your help now.

You can assist these National Historic 
Landmarks through donations o f money, 
building m aterials, or professional services.

The National Historic Landmark Fund, 
adm inistered by the National Park I nundation 
in conjunction with the National Park .Service, 
m akes possible TAX DEDUCTIBLE M ATE­
RIAL AND CASH DONA TIONS by individ­
uals, organizations, or com panies.

D onations may be used to support th reat­
ened Landmarks in general o r a Landmark of 
Ihe donor's choice. Donors may select a 
Landmark to assist based on its associations 
with specific historic them es, events m indi­
viduals: its aichitcctural style: its building 
type: or its construction material. Landmarks 
in need o f various services or building prod­
uets which eorres; ond to a d o n o r 's  business 
can also be selected.

The National I’aik I nundation ami the 
National Patk Service g ive printity  to those 
Laiulmuiks in which critical needs have been 
identified through professional evaluation and 
planning.

II you want to donate to the National H is­
toric Landmark Fund. or would like additional

information on how you can help Landm arks 
at Risk, please call or write:

Landmar ks at Risk

National Park Service 
Preservation Assistance Division 
P.O . Box 37127 
W ashington. DC 20013-7127 
(202)343-9581 or

The National Park Foundation 
P .O . Box 57473 
W ashington. DC 20037 
(202)785-4500

For inhum ation on how you may help Holy 
v Ascension Orthodox Church in Unalaska. 

A laska, contact the billowing olliecs and 
organizations:

N ntionul P ark  Service

Alaska Regional Ollice Cultural Resource 
Div ision
2525 Cam bell St.
Anchorage, AK 99503 
(9071271-2638

as well. In 1970, the Secretary o f the Interior 
designated Holy Ascension Orthodox Church 
a National Historic Landmark for its excep­
tional value to our N ation 's history.

U nfortunately , at this dale , the long-term  
preservation  o f the C hurch is being jeopar­
dized because o f serious building dete riora­
tion. A lso at risk is what may represent Ihe 
largest eo'leetion o f Russian Orthodox ail in 
Alaska.

S ta le  H istoric P reserva tion  Office

Alaska Division o f Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation
History and Archeology 
P.O . Box 7001 
Anchorage. AK 99510 
(907)762-4141

L oca l/S la te  P reservation  G roups

Alaska Association for Historic Preservation 
524 West Fourth A venue. Suite 203 
A nchorage. AK 99510 
(907) 274-2311

O w ner C ontact

Rev. Ismail G rom olf 
P .O . Box 40 
Unalaska. AK 
(907)581-1353
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B A R B A R A  S. S M I T H

Alaska Historical Resources
0751 ROUND TREE DRIVE 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9 9 W ^
(907) 3* » e frtfr J  V £> -S t.V /0

March 27, 1989
I

Senator Fred F. Zharoff 
Alaska State Senate 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

'
Dear Senator Zharoff:

i

I am w riting to support passage of Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 24. For several 
years, 1 have been involved with a citizen group, the Icon Preservation Task Force, 
w hich has begun the daunting task of documenting the cultural heritage of the 
Russians in Alaska, Students of Russian America are aware that it is the Russian 
Orthodox churches w hich reflect most clearly that unique heritage of Alaska, found 
nowhere else in the United States, The church structures them selves as well as the 
artistic and cultural legacy w ithin  them are superb examples of Russian construction 
and artistry. The U, S, governm ent has recognized the exceptional value of many of 
Alaska's Orthodox church structures by nam ing no less than 36 to the National 
Register of Historic Places. Unfortunately, there has not been the same attention to 
the cultural and artistic objects w ith in  the churches, The Icon Preservation Task 
Force catne into existence to meet this need, We have begun, entirely  through 
donated funds and services, an Inventory of 48 sign ifican t collections scattered 
throughout every region of Alaska, In the Spring of 1988 we conducted a full-scale 
inventory of the Church of the Ho.ly Assumption in Kenai. This pilot project allowed 
us to develop a realistic budget for additional such inventories, It is the intent of SCR 
24, as I understand it, to apply this information to additional inventories,

To date, the work of the Icon Preservation Task Force has been, accomplished through  
private donations, most in small amounts, and contributed services, It is entirely  
appropriate for the State of Alaska to join as a partner in  this effort at long-term  
historic documentation and preservation. The state has a concern for the 
preservation of its cultural heritage, as reflected in the work of the Office of History 
and Archeology of the State Division of Parks, The state legislature also has provided 
funds in the past for renovation of historic buildings, some of them churches. I 
sincerely hope that this commendable concern will continue by adoption of SCR No. 
24. The focus of this resolution on the Unalaska church is important, as this church  
is not only a National Historic Landmark, but has been designated an "endangered 
structure" by the National Park Service. This building served the function of a 
cathedral for the Aleutian Islands for many decades and contains a remarkable 
collection of Russian cultural objects. An inventory of th is coiiecition is a necessary  
first step toward restoration and preservation. The same is true of the other 
churches slated for documentation by the Icon Preservation Task Force and included 
in SCR No, 24. An inventory is required before conservation can begin.



I commend you and the other sponsors of SCR No, 24 for your dedication to historic 
preservation of this unique Aiaskan resource. No other state in the United Statos has 
such a rich Russian heritage from the 18th and 19th centuries, With the help of the 
Alaskan Legislature we can work together to see that this heritage resource is 
preserved for future generations.

Sincerely,

Barbara Sweetland Smith



United S ta tes  D e p a r tm e n t  of  the In ter ior
N A T IO N A L  PARK SERVICE

A LASKA REGIONAL OFFICE 
2525 Gamfjel i Sweet. Room 107 

Anchorege. Alaska 99503 -2 892H 3 4 (A R O - R C R )

2 8 MAR 1989

Senator Fred Zharoff 
Alaska State Legislature 
PO Box V
Juneau# Alaska  99811 

Dear Senator Zharoff;

The National Park Service is committed to the preservation and 
interpretation of Alaska's Russian heritage as a part of its 
mandate to protect and tell the story of A m e rican history.

That commitment was first evidenced in a series of studies in the 
early 1960s that led to designation of several Russian-era sites 
such as Kodiak's Erskine House as National Historic Landmarks.
The concern was then reflected in grants from the National 
Histori c Preservation Fund that assisted in rehabilitation or 
reconstruction of some of those properties including St. Nicholas 
at Juneau# Old St. Nicholas at Eklutna, and St, Michael's 
Cathedral in Sitka. The most recent evidence of this concern was 
the October 18, 1988, dedication of the restored Russian Bishop's 
House in Sitka National Historical Park. The dedication marked 
completion of a multi-million dollar, multi-year preservation 
effort by the National Park Service.

Our current efforts to support preservation of Alaska's Russian 
heritage include a major initiative to document, through measured 
drawings and photographs, the State's rich architectural legacy 
of Russian Orthodox Churches. The majority of these churches are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places and several 
have the elevated status of National Historical Landmarks. 
Scattered throughout the State, often in remote locations and in 
deteriorating condition, these churches contain an irreplaceable 
treasure of icons and historic objects unique to the heritage of 
all Alaskans. These resources are of national, perhaps 
international, significance and importance.



The National Park Service would like to take this opportunity to 
offer support for Senate Concurrent Resolution 24, and the 
efforts of yourself and those of Senators Faiks* Sturgulewski and 
Kelly, We look forward to working with the Department of 
Natural Resources, Office of History and Archeo logy and the icon 
Preservation Task Force to further the understanding and 
preservation  of these valued resources. Inventory and 
documentation will be an important first step in accomplishing 
this goal.

Sincerely,

Actlnfl Regional Director



ICON PRESERVATION TASK FORCE 
c/o Alaska Pacific University 

Anchorage, Alaska 99508

M arch 20, 1989

Senator Fred F. Zharoff 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V,
Juneau, A laska 99811

RE: Senate Concurrent Resolution. 24

Dear Senator Zharoff,

Please accept this letter in full support of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 24. Your efforts and those of your cosponsors in 
the introduction of S C R . 24 are important first steps towards the 
inventory and preservation of the unique historic architecture 
and art of the Russian heritage in Alaska.

As you know, the Icon Preservation Task Force (IPTF) is a secular 
group organized in the spring of 1986 dedicated towards the 
inventory, preservation and restoration of the architecture and 
art of the Russian culture in Alaska. It is the belief of the 
IPTF that this heritage resource is significant to all people of 
Alaska and to the nation as a whole.

IPTF efforts to this point have focused upon the inventory of the 
orthodox churches and the art within. The inventories complement 
the architectural drawings and building condition assessments 
that have typically been prepared by the National Park Service. 
The end product is a comprehensive record and priority of 
preservation needs for each property. Additional scheduled 
inventory work will be undertaken in 1989 in the Pribilof islands 
as part or a cultural exchange with the Soviet Union. Support 
for our efforts has come from many sources, both private and 
governmental. The IPTF believes that if we are prudent and can 
all pull towards a common goal of inventory and preservation we 
can make a significant dent in the preservation of this heritage 
resource. The IPTF wishes to work with the State of Alaska and 
serve as a catalyst in this effort.



I have enclosed for your information a copy of our latest 
newsletter, The Icon News. If we can be of any further 
assistance to you please contact Barbara Smith at 343-6179 or 
Steven Peterson at. 257-2667 (2900 Wentworth, Anchorage, AK 
99508).

SCR 24 is a worthy beginning in the identification and 
preservation of a heritage resource which is important to all 
Alaskan's. We thank you for your assistance and support.

s ,

Steven M  Peterson 
Chairman, IPTF
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

The IPTF is seeking to increase its membership through a membership drive. As 
you w ell know, donations are vital and provide critical funds, but they also 
show  evidence -of community support to the funding agencies to which we w ill 
be appealing. The project is large and will ultimately involve many thousands 
of dollars. We greatly appreciate your interest and your contributions.

If you  send in your tax deductible membership contribution between now and 
May, you will be eligible for the drawing for the Bryon Birdsall print, "The 
Four Saints of Alaska." When you send in your contribution, your name will go 
into the drawing box. The drawing will be held in May.

Should you be interested in aiding us in the completion of this project, please 
fill in the following and return to the address below. Checks should be made 
out to the ICON Preservation Task Force. The Task Force is a project of the 
Alaska Association for Historic Preservation and as such is a 501 (c) 3 organiza­
tion. Donations are tax deductible.

Yes, I am interested in  joining your efforts to preserve the historical icons and 

architecture of Alaska. Please register me as indicated below:

G  Student/Senior citizen $10.00 
G Basic Membership $25.00 
G  Corporate Membership $200.00 
Q  N ew  Membership 
G Renewal

Name__________________________________________________________________

Address

City____________________State_____________Zip__________ Phone

Send to: ICON PRESERVATION TASK FORCE 
c/o Alaska Pacific University 

4101 University Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508

I



LANDMARK AT RISK

Holy A ssum ption O rthodox  C hurch  
on the Kenai P eninsu la w as built in 
1896. As such, it is the most enduring  
representative o f the Russian cu ltu re  
in southcentral A laska. S haring both  
the history and  m agnificent se tting  is 
the Chapel o f St. N icholas, o f signifi­
cance in its ow n righ t as an o u ts tan d ­
ing exam ple of Russian log construc­
tion. Built in 1907, th e  uncovered log 
walls recall the craftsm anship and en­
gineering skills o f Kenai's Fort St. N i­
cholas, co n s tru c ted  in 1791. (The 
chapel is built on the site of the earlier 
Russian Fort). The grave of Abbot Ni- 
cholai, the first m issionary in the  area, 
is said  to be d irec tly  ben ea th  th e  
s tr ic tu re . For its exceptional value  in  
our nation's h istory , the  Secretary of 
the Interior designated  the C hapel o f 
St. Nicholas at H oly  A ssum ption Or­
thodox C hurch, a N ational H istoric  
Landm ark in 1970. U nfortuantely , a t 
this date, the s tru c tu ra l in teg rity  o f 
the chapel is being jeopard ized  an d  
the longevity o f the  resource th rea ­
tened .

T o  d o n a te ,  c o n tac t th e  N a tio n a l  P a rk  
S e rv ice , C u ltu ra l  R e so u rc e  D iv is io n , 
2525  G a m b e ll  S t.,  A n c h o r a g e  A K  
99503.

CHAPEL OF ST. NICHOLAS 
at Holy Assumption 
Orthodox Church 
Kenai, Alaska

ICON PRESERVATION TASK FORCE
c /o  Alaska Pacific University 
4101 University Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99508

N o n  P ro f it  O rg. 
U. S. P o s tag e  

P A I D  
P e rm it  #  162 

A n c h o ra g e , AK




