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D EPA RTM EN T OF NATURAE RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

M a r c h  30, 1990 M A R  3  0  1990

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

F o r  s e v e r a l  years, t h e  i s s u a n c e  of p a r k  u s e  p e r m i t s  a u t h o r i z i n g  

s m a l l - s c a l e  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  on 20 a c r e s  of  H a l i b u t  C o v e  

L a g o o n  ( K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park) h a s  r a i s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  

c o n t r o v e r s y .

T h e r e  is a s u b s t a n t i a l  l e g a l  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  s u c h  p e r m i t s  are 

c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  p a r k  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

C u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  l i m i t  p e r m i t s  to t w o  years, c r e a t i n g  a 
d i f f i c u l t  t e n u r e  p e r i o d  for e c o n o m i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  m u s s e l  
p r o p a g a t i o n .

SB 528 e s s e n t i a l l y  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  "may" set a s i d e  
u p  t o  20 a c r e s  in K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k  for s h e l l f i s h  

m a r i c u l t u r e .  It s o l v e s  t h e  l e g a l  " c o m p a t i b i l i t y "  q u e s t i o n  o v e r  
t h i s  e x i s t i n g  use.

W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s :

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 1 3 0  - 4 1 . 2 1 . 1 3 4  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  set a s i d e  u p  t o  20 

a c r e s  of  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k  f o r  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e ,  

a n d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  i s s u e  l o n g - t e r m  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e  

p e r m i t s  f o r  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 6  - 

A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 3 0  w i t h i n  t h e  20 a c r e s  set a s i d e  for t h i s  
p u r p o s e ."

T h i s  w o r d i n g  a l l o w s  D N R  to m a n a g e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  t h e  park. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s t i l l  h a s  T i t l e  16 s i g n - o f f  

a p p r o v a l  on  w h a t  we  do s i n c e  t h e  a r e a  is a l s o  a d e s i g n a t e d  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t .

10-J9LH



S e n a t o r  F a h re n k a m p 2 M a rc h  3 0 ,  1990

W i t h  t h i s  n e w  w o r d i n g  above, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

s u p p o r t s  SB 528.

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  If y o u  

s h o u l d  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  g i v e  m e  a call.

S i n c e r e l y ,



1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:
FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:
Revision Date: 30-Mar-90 Agency Affected: Natural Resources
Title: An Act relating to shellfish mariculture BRU: Land & Water Mgmt
within Kachemak Bay S'ate Park Parks & Outdoor Rcc
Sponsor: Rules Committee Components: Land & Water Mgmt
Requestor: Resources Committee Parks Mgmt

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:_________(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 P f  96

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

•

TOTAL OPERATING 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

465-2400
30-Mnr-90

30-Mar-90

page 1 of 1

Phone: 
Dale:

Date:

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Off.ce of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agcncy(ies)

Prepared by: Larry Ostrovsky 
'  Division: Commissioner's Office

Approved by Commissioner;
Agency: Department of Natural



6-2365E
Bradley
4/2/90

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r ( s ) : R u l e s / L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  & A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e

IN T H E  SENATE BY THE R E S O U R C E S  COMMITTEE

CS F O R  S ENATE BILL NO. 528 (Resources)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E SSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled; "An Act r e l a t i n g  to s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  the

K a c h e m a k  B a y  State Park; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c­

tive date ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 1 3 2  is a m ended by a d ding a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to

read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 13 0  - 41.21.134, the commissione r 

m a y  set aside up to 20 acres of the K a c h e m a k  B a y  State P a r k  for s h e l l­

fish mariculture, a n d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  issue l o n g - t e r m  commercial 

u s e  permit s for s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 6  - 41.21.030 

w i t h i n  the 20 acres set a s i d e  by the commissioner.

* Sec. 2. This A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 01 . 10 . 0 70 ( c) .

- 1 - C S S B  5 2 8 (Res)



M a r c h  21, 1990 SENATE J O U R N A L p. 2957

S B  528

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 528 b y  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  b y  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e ,  e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  
t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e .

A p r i l  3, 1 9 9 0  S E N A T E  J O U R N A L  p. 3187

S B  528

T h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 528 (An 
A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  K a c h e m a k  
B a y  S t a t e  P a r k ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a te) a n d  a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  it b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h

CS  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 528 ( R e s o u r c e s )

a n d  d o  p a ss. T h e  r e p o r t  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a ,  
V i c e - C h a i r ,  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  in b y  S e n a t o r s  E l i a s o n ,  Z h a r o f f  
a n d  S t u r g u l e w s k i .

Z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e s  f o r  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 528 a n d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
S u b s t i t u t e  p u b l i s h e d  t o d a y  f r o m  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game.

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 528 w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .



s i  a ii£  Oi’' Al a s k a .
v ■1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILL VERSION CSSB 528 ( R e s )  ( a )  

PUBUSH DATE:
FISCAL NOTE

A/3/9Q
REQUEST:

30-Mar-90Revision Date: _______________________
Title: An Act relating to shellfish mariculture
within Kachemak Bay State Park_________________

. Sponsor: 
Requestor:

Rules Committee
Resources Committee

Agency Affected:
BRU: Land & Water Mgmt

Natural Resources

Parks & Outdoor Rec
Components: Land & Water Mgmt

Parks Mgmt

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0

oo

0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
FART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: Larry Ostrovsky 
Division: Commissioner's Office

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency: Department o

Gorsuch

Phone: 
Date:

Date:

465-2400
30-Mar-90

30-Mar-90

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agcucy(ics)

Changes in C S  SBfTcRff 
have no fiscal impact. This 
fiscal note is appropriate. 
Projections of no fiscal impact" 
would continue through 1996. pagc i
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STATE OF ALASKA 
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

c s
BULL VERSION-SB 528  ( R e s )  ( b )  

PUBLISH DATE: . 4 / 3 / 9 0 __________

REQ U EST;
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Duet  ______________ —  Agency Affected: F i s h  and G a m e
Tide : R e l a t i n g  r.n_Hhellf ish i-Lavi. - BRU: D i v i s i o n ~ o f  H a b i t a T
c u l t u r e  K a c h e m a k  B a v  S t a t e  P a r k
■Sponsor; R u l e s  _______

Requestor; L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  & A u d i t

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES; OTuxisands of Dollar})

Components • H a b i t a t

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
COm FACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING J ______ 0 0 0 0 0

j CAPITAL | Q ____ i L ....- 9 . 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUN DING : (Thousands of DoUirc)
GENERAL FUND j
FEDERAL FUNDS L
OTHER r

, . i m __________ L

P O S IT IO N S ;
FULL-1 iME 
PART TIME 
TEMPORARY . j

ANALYSIS : (Attach a scpvue page if necessary)

No FY  90 i m p a c t .

Preperedby; .U c ill.y  yicC rm m yi 
Division : — r ' n m n i i q s i n r t f

Pt>one:  ̂6 5 - 4 1 Q Q 
Date; f M- , Q2 ~ l Q .

Approved by Commissioner;
Agency:

Distribution (by preparer) ;  
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agencyfies)

Date

Changes in  & cb ^  ( &£>) ‘ wm* V m* o
have no fiscal impact. This _
fiscal note is appropriate. 7_ 
Projections of no fi.coai

no. OF 
PAGES



STATE OF ALASKA b il l  v e r s io n  ;s b 528
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH d a t e  :  _______

FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:

Revision Date: Agency Affected: F i s h  a n d  Game
Title : Ralar.iny f.n H h ^ l I  fish Maui.- BRU: D i v i s i o n  ot' H a b i t a t
c u l t u r e  K a c h e m a k  B a v  State P a r k

Sponsor: _ R u l e s _________________________  Cottooncnu : jiabiial__________ _
Requestor: L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  & A u d i t --------------------------------

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATINO FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONS SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 1 0 ______f l _ _ 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 1 o 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING ; (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER

j m ------------------- ----------

PO S IT IO N S ;

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS ; (Alaeh a separate page if necessary)

N o  FY 90 impact.

Prepared by; - i t o l  1 y , .He C acunyi. 
Division :

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency:

Distribution (bypreparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ics)

Phone; 4 6 5 - 4 1 0 0  

Date; 04^.Q2~2Q.

Date

P A X

TO:__

DEFTS.

T R A N S M I T T A L m e m o

FR0M~)v\UL^L. PHONE L L & 5

NO. OF 
PAGES



K a c h e m a k  S h e i i f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
1 2 3 0 4 H i l l t o p  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 5

M a r c h  1 0 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  Jay K e r t u l l a  
P O  Bow v
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t u l l a ,

T h e  m e m b e r s  of  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K S M A )  
ar e  c o n t i n u i n g  to  work t o w a r d  r e s o l v i n g  th e  i s s u e  o f  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  
c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  to  i n f o r m  y o u  
that  t h e  K e n a i  a r e a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  o f  the D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  
R e c r e a t i o n ' s  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park  h a s  d e c i d e d  n o t  to  r e i s s u e ,  b e y o n d  
N o v  1 9 9 0 ,  th e  m u s s e l  m a r i c u l t u r e  p e r m i t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l o c a t e d  a n d  
p e r m i t t e d  w i t h i n  th e  K a c h e m a k ;  B a y  S t a t e  P ar k 's  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  for  
the p a s t  t w o  ye a r s .  T h i s  is  b e i n g  d o n e  e v e n  t h o u g h  th e  Par k  a c t i v e l y  
a d v e r t i s e d  fo r  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  area.  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  or m u s s e l s  w a s  g o i n g  o n  in  t h e  H a l i b u t  C o v e  
l o c a t i o n  e v e n  b e f o r e  th e  park w a s  g i v e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  d u e  to 
t h e  r i c h ,  w o r l d  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  th e  area's  w a t e r s .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a r l c u l t u r i s t s  a n d  th e  p a r k  a n d  
w i t h  l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  as  to  th e  r e a s o n  w h y  O u t  o f  a l l  t h e  c o m m e n t s  
r e c e i v e d  i n  the  v i s i t o r  l o g  a t  th e  r a n g e r  c a b i n  i n  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  d u r i n g  
t n e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  o n l y  o n e  h a d  a n y  n e g a t i v e  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  
m a r i c u l t u r e .

W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  f l e d g l i n g  i n d u s t r y  in 
w h i c h  w e  h a v e  i n v e s t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  p e r m i t t e e  a l o n g  w i t h  
c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  o f  work.  W e ar e  s t i l l  s e e k i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  
m a n d a t e  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  f a r m i n g  w i t h  20ly.  
th e  t w e n t y  a c r e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  park  w h e r e  w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  
T h i s  i s  th e  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e  
a f t e r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  by  b o t h  A D F & G ’s  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  a n d  D N P ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  
P a r r s  w e  n a v e  n o  i n t e r e s t  in  m a n d a t i n g  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  for  tne  e n t i r e  park 
b u t  o n l y  w o u l d  l i k e  to p r e s e r v e  our s m a l l  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  fo r  
v e a r s



K S M A  r e c e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  D N R  C o m m i s s i o n e r  L e n n y  G o r s u c h ,  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  D N R ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  o n  M a r c h  5 t h .  in  t h a t  m e e t i n g  D N R  a n d  K S M A ’s  b o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s  c a m e  u p  w i t h  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  w h i c h  D N R  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  
w h i c h  b o t h  D N R  a n d  K S M A  b e l i e v e  w o u l d  a m m e n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

T n e  c h a n g e  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  a s i m p l e  o n e  p a r a g r a p h  c h a n g e  to  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park b i l l  T h e  b a s i c  f o r m  is  a s  f o l l o w s

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  I s  a u t h o r i z e d  to  s e t  a s i d e  u p  to 
t w e n t y  a c r e s  o f  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  f o r  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  In 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  3 8  ( E x i s t i n g  m a r i c u l t u r e  r e g u l a t i o n s ) .

w e  b e l i e v e  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  c o u l d  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a u t h o r i z i n g  p u r c h a s e  of  t h e  S e l d o v i a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  l a n d s .  P e r h a p s  
t h e r e  is o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w m c n  t i n s  c o u l d  b e  a d d e d  to  a n d  w o u l d  w o r k  a s  
w e l l

T h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  g r o w i n g  s h e l l f i s h  Is w h a t  g o t  K S M A  m e m b e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  
f r o m  H o m e r  to  H a l i b u t  C o v e  to A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  m u c h  r at h e r  b e  
d o i n g  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c k i n g  A l t h o u g h  w e  d o  a p p r e c i a t e  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  work w i t h  y o u ,  w e  a r e  l o s i n g  v a l u a b l e  s e a s o n s  o f  w o r k  o n  
the b i o l o g i c a l  p o r t i o n  of  o u r  b u s i n e s s .  T h i s  p r o b l e m  h a s  p u t  th e  s h e l l f i s h  
m a r i c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  in S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  back  a  g o o d  t w o  y e a r s  K S M A  
w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  i f  w e  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  let  u s  k n o w  S i m i l a r  l e t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  to 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  a n d  S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o e  B a n t a ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
K a c h e m a k  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n



KSMA
Position S tat ement

^ S h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  i s  the  o n l y  t y p e  of  m a r i c u l t u r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  K S M A

^ S h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  i s  a l o w  i m p a c t ,  l o w  t e c h  m e t h o d  o f  m a r i c u l t u r e  that  
Is  a b s o l u t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  c l e a n  a n d  u n p o l l u t e d  w a t e r s .

* K S M A  i s  c o m m u t e d  t o  m a r i c u l t u r e  th at  i s  n o t  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m a r i n e  
e n v i r o n m e n t . .

* K S M A  s u p p o r t s  a n  i n d u s t r y  that  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s m a l l ,  a r t i s a n a l ,  c o - o p  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i t h  m e m b e r s h i p  c o m p o s e d  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .

* K S M A  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a l l  h o l d  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s  I n  b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  w o rk  In  th e  f i e l d s  o f  
f i s h e r i e s  a n d  m a r i n e  b i o l o g y .

* K S M A  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s .  O n e  m e m b e r  is  o n  th e  b o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s  f o r  the  N o r t h w e s t e r n  R e g i o n  o f  the  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  Is  o n  the 
b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  T r u s t e e s  for  A l a s k a ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  are m e m b e r s  o f  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  fo r  
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t .

* K S M A  b e l i e v e s  th at  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  Is  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s t a t e  p ar k  
g u i d e l i n e s ,  w h e n  it is  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n d  l o c a t e d .

* A D F & G ' s  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  i s  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  p l a c e s  In  
K a c h e m a k  B a y  fo r  m i n i m i z i n g  u s e r  c o n f l i c t s ,  a n d  t h i s  Is  d u e  to th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
P a r k s  d i d  a l o n g  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n a l y s i s  w h e n  t h e y  l o c a t e d  the s i t e  I n  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n .

^ B e c a u s e  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  Is  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  p r i s t i n e  w a t e r ,  th e  
i n d u s t r y  c a n  b e  a n  a l l y  to  t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p o t e n t i a l  p o l l u t i o n  f r o m  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  
m i n i n g ,  l o g g i n g ,  a n d  p e t r o l e u m  d e v e l o p m e n t .

* T h e r e  is a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  v a l u e  in  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  i t  
c o m b i n e s  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  g r o w i n g  o r g a n i s m s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  the  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  th e  m a r i n e  
e n v i r o n m e n t . .  T h e s e  ar e  t w o  a r e a s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  o f  g r e a t  I n t e r e s t  to s t u d e n t s  o r  p ar k  v i s i t o r s .  
T h i s  ty pe  o f  m a r i c u l t u r e  a l s o  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  w a t e r s  f r o m  
p o l l u t i o n ,  K S M A  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  e d u c a t o r s  I n t e r e s t e d  i n  u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
purposes,

* K S M A  Is e s t a b l i s h i n g  o p e r a t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  fo r  a l l  I t s  m e m b e r s  w h o  are  p e r m i t t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  
w i t h i n  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park s o  a s  to p r o v i d e  a  s e l f  p o l i c i n g  m e c h a n i s m  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  t h e  
l o w e s t  I m p a c t  o n  a  v i s u a l  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  l e v e l .
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T h e  fol l o w i n g  i s s u e s  a d d r e s s t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o-f t h e  

K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k .  H o w  m u c h  it c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  p e r  

v i s i t o r  in t h e  k a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k ,  h o w  m a n y  a r e  

t a r g e t e d  f o r  l a n d  u s e  a n d  h o w  m a n y  a r e  f i s h i n g  in t h e  

s a l t w a t e r s  of t h e  p a r k ,  a n d  w h a t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  s u p p l i e d  b y

s t a t e  p a r k s  f o r  e a c h  of t h e  i n t r e s t  g r o u p s .

P e r s o n s  t a r g e t e d  f o r  l a n d  u s e ,  h i k i n g ,  g l a c i e r

c l i m b i n g  e t c .  I w i l l  b e  u s i n g  n u m b e r s  t a k e n  b y  c h a r t e r  

b o a t s  o n l y .  B e c a u s e  of o u r  e x t r e m e  t i d e  a n d  w e a t h e r

p r o b l e m s  p e o p l e  s e l d o m  l e a v e  b o a t s  u n a t e n d e d .

W a t e r  t a x i ------------1 9 8 8 - 3 6 0  1 9 8 9 - 3 0 9

L o d g e  - v i s i t o r s ----1 9 8 8 -  7 2  1 9 8 9 -  7 2

M i s c . ------------------1 9 8 8 - 1 0 0  1 9 8 9 -  7 5

T o t a l  l a n d  t r a f f i c ------- 1 9 8 8 - 5 3 2  1 9 8 9 - 4 5 6

M o t o r  b o a t  t r a f f i c  s p e c i f i c l y  h e a d e d  f o r  p a r k  w a t e r s  

n o t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t o  g e t  t o  a s u m m e r  c a b i n  o r  r e s i d e n c e ,  

a n d  k a y a k s .  T h i s  is i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  A . D . F .  ?< G,

C l a m i n g  b y  c h a r t e r - 1 9 8 9 — 1 2 0  1 9 8 9 ---7 0

T u t k a  b a y  h a t c h e r y - 1 9 8 8 - 2 5 7 5  1 9 8 9 - 3 0 0 0
H . C .  l a g o o n  K i n g s —  2 6 0 0  2 2 0 0

C h i n a p o o t  R e d s   1 2 0 0  1 2 0 0

H u m m p y  C r e e k  —  v e r y  l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  

( t h e s e  I b e l i e v e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  h i g h  n u m b e r s  j u s t  b y  

c o m p a r i n g  H . C .  L a g o o n  w i t h  l o c a l  o p i n i o n )

K a y a k s  w h o  t r a v e l e d ,  w i t h o u t  w a t e r  t a x i ,  f r o m  H o m e r

1 9 8 8 - 7 5  1 9 8 9 - 1 2 0

T o t a l  M a r i n e  t r a f f i c  1 9 8 8 - 6 5 7 0  1 9 8 9 - 6 5 9 0

T h e  a c t u a l  m a i l  s u r v e y  s h o w s  a p r o x i m a t l y  1 1 , 0 0 0  f i n f i s h

p a r t i c a p a n t s  a n d  9 , 0 0 0  s h e l l  f i s h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in K a c h e m a k  

B a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  t w o  n u m b e r s  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a 907.

o v e r l a p .  Of  c o u r s e  N o t  all of  t h e  a b o v e  a r e  t a r g e t e d  f o r

t h e  K B S P . T h e s e  a r e  1 9 8 7  n u m b e r s  s o  t h e y  m a y  b e  o f f ,  if 
a n y t h i n g  h i g h .

N u m b e r s  of p e r s o n s  t a k e n  t o  t h e  p a r k  i s  f r o m  

i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a c t u a l  c h a r t e r  p e r s o n s .

T o t a l  t r a f f i c  in t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k  

1 9 8 8 = 7 1 0 2  1 9 8 9 = 7 0 4 6



W h a t  d o e s  t h e  r a n g e r  o f f e r  in t e r m s  of s e r v i c e  t o  

t h e s e  v i s i t o r s ?

T r a i l  e n h a n c e m e n t - m o s t  p a r k  t r a i l s  w e r e  b u i l t  b v  l o c a l s  

o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  4 H  k i d s .  T r a i l  s y s t e m  is 

c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  H a l i b u t  C o v e  a r e a .  R e f e r  t o  E x i b i t  iEO

E m e r g e n c y  a s s i s t a n c e -  It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  

r a n g e r  b y  r a d i o  o r  b o a t  b e c a u s e  of  l o c a t i o n .  O f  c o u r s e  b o a t  

b r e a k d o w n s  a r e  t a k e n  c a r e  of b y  R E S C U E  2 1 ,  a n d  / o r  l o c a l s .
I n f o r m i n g  v i s i t o r s  of d a n g e r s  in t h e  p a r k .  T h e r e  is n o  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  t i d a l  1 a g c o n s  in 

t h e  p a r k .  T h e r e  b a s i c a l l y  is n o  v e r b a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  unlets, 

v o u  g e t  i n t o  H . C .  L a g o o n ,  o n e  of  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  l a g o o n s  in 
t h e  B ^ y .

T h e  r a n g e r  c h e c k s  f o r  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e s  in H . C .  l a g o o n .  
T h a t  f i s h e r y  is o v e r  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e .

A c t u a l l y  m e e t i n g  a r a n g e r  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  G r e w i n k  G l a c i e r  

t r a i l s  w o u l d  b e  u n u s u a l  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  w h a l e r  is t o o  l a r g e  t o  
b e  s a f e l y  l e f t  b e a c h e d .  T h i s  c o n f i n e s  t h e  r a n g e r  t o  t h e  

l a g o o n  t r a i l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  g e t  a b o u t  5 0 - 1 0 0  v i s i t o r s  p e r  

y e a r ,  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t  of  t r a f f i c  g o i n g  t o  t h e  G r e w i n k  
G 1 a c e r  a r e a .

I n f o r m a t i o n  o f f e r e d  in P a r k  B r o c h u r e  p e r t a i n s  t o  l a n d  

u s e  o n l y .  T h e  r a n g e r  h i m s e l f  is n o  s e a m a n  a n d  s e e m s  

o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  d a n g e r s  o n  t h e  s e a .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  h e  is 

o p e r a t i n g  a  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  w h a l e r  t h a t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  s a t e  f o r  

a n y o n e .  H e  i s  a l s o  h a u l i n g  p a r k  v o l u n e e r s , p e o p l e  w h o  

s i m p l e y  n e e d  a r i d e ,  a n d  o t h e r  r a n g e r s  f o r  f r e e  a n d  w i t h  n o  
C o a s t  G a u r d  l i s c e n s e .

T h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  p a r k  c o s t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  a  v e r y  t i d y  s u m  of m o n e y .

T w o  b o a t  s t a l l s  in t h e  H o m e r  h a r b o r --------------- 8 8 8 . 3 0

T h i s  i s n ' t  e x t r a  t r a n c i e n t  f e e s

1. IB' a l u m i n u m  H N - 3 2 2 9

2 .  1 7 ' w h a l e r  A K 1 6 4 3 k  - F o r  o n e  r a n g e r -

3. 2 7 '  B l u e  a l u m i n u m

A n n u a l  u p k e e p  a n d  d e p r c i a t i o n  w o u l d  a v e r a g e  1 5 , 0 0 0

E l e c t r i c i t y  a t  H . C . r a n g e r  c a b i n  in 1 9 8 9 --------- 1 1 4 3 . 8 3

J a n  a n d  F e b  of  1 9 9 0  w a s  2 9 1 . 3 4

T h e  N e w  R a n g e r  C a b i n  in H . C .  l a g o o n --------------- 5 0 0 0 . 0 0

F o o d  a n d  F u e l  f o r  R a n g e r S < 0 o l  u n t e e r s ---------------- 3 0 0 0 . 0 0

T r u c k  - d e p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  r e p a i r s -----------------------6 0 0 0 . 0 0

R a n g e r s  p a r t  t i m e  sal e r y  2< b e n e f i t s  6  m o . ------2 3 4 9 1 . 5 7

H i d d e n  e x p e n s e s ,  t r a v e l  e t c . --------------------------- 1 0 0 0 . 0 0

T o t a l  e x p e n s e s ----------------------------------------------- 5 5 5 2 3 . 7 0

t h i s  is n o t  i n c l u d i n g  e x t r a  m o n t h s  o r  o t h e r  r a n g e r s

T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  e a c h  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a v  S t a t e  

P a r k  c o s t s  t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a  7 . 8 8 .  I m a y  r e m i n d  y o u  t h e



t h e  R a n g e r  is a v a i l a b l e  t o  o n l y  2 3 0 0  p e r s o n s  s o  in all 
h o n e s t y  i t ' s  2 3 . 1 4  p e r  p e r s o n .

W h a t  h a s  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  a c t u a l  1 y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o v e r  

t h e  p a s t  4 y e a r s ,  in t h e  K B S P ?  T w o  f u n c t i o n i n g  t r a i l s  w e r e  

b u i l t  a n d  o n e  of t h o s e  p a r a l e l s  a n  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l . O n e  

o t h e r  t r a i l  b u i l t  u p  a m o u n t a i n  b u t  h a s  a d e a d  e n d .  O u t  

h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  in H . C .  l a g o o n .  T r a i l  m a r k e r s  w e  o u t  o n  

all t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l s ,  a n d  a n n u a l  b r u s h  o u t  d o n e .  T h i s  

c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  a p r o x i m a t l y  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( b e i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e ) , 

T h a t  is  o n e  h e c k  o f  a l o t  o f  m o n e y .  M a n y  l o c a l  p e r s o n s  

w o u l d  l o v e  t o  b i d  o n  a j o b  l i k e  t h a t .

Is t h e  K B S P  h a v i n g  a t r a m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  in t r a f f i c ?  

M 0 ,  I f e e l  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  n o  i n c r e a s e  in p a r k  u s e  is t h e  

t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  in ( d e s t i n a t i o n )  a t t r a c t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  

/bav. F o u r  y e a r s  a g o  I w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  a t  l e a s t  3 0 0  p e o p l e  

t o  t h e  p a r k  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s ,  l a r g e  f a m i l y  

o u t i n g s ,  e t c .  T h e r e  a r e  n o w  m o r e  a c c o m o d a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  

a r o u n d  t h e  B a y .  F o r  e x a m p l e  I h a v e  h a d  a  4 0 2  i n c r e a s e  in 

b u s i n e s s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  2  y e a r s  a n d  a d e c r e a s e  in c a m p e r  

t r a f f i c .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  t r e n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a s  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e  d e v e l o p e s .

A l s o  k e e p  in m i n d  o u r  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  a n d  t i d e  

c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  u s e  in t h e  K B S P  is  o n  t h e  o c e a n  

n o t  u p l a n d  s t r e e m s  a n d  l a k e s .  B e c a u s e  of  t h e  u n i q u e  

p r o b l e m s  h e r e  o n  t h e  B a y  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  l i k e  

it h a s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  r i v e r  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a n d  t h e r e  f o r  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  of r e g u l a t i o n .  T h e  p a r k s  

p e r s o n s  s t a t e d  t h a t  11 A A C . 1 2 . 3 4 0  (19) w a s  a d o p t e d  t o  

s a t i s f y  r e g u l a t i o n  n e e d s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  r i v e r .  I f ee l t h a t  

a n y  <Comm€?rcial ) a c t i v i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  t o  t h e  K B S P  is 

i n c i d e n t a l  ( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n  a r o u g h  d a y  a h a l i b u t  c h a r t e r  

f i s h i n g  o f f  o f  G l a c i e r  S p i t )  a n d  s h o u l d  f a l l  u n d e r  

- o r d i n a r y -  u s e .  If P a r k s  w a n t s  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  p a r k  

u s e r s  have? q u e s t  i o n a i r e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  H o m e r  c h a m b e r  of 

c o m m e r c e  o n  H o m e r  S p i t .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  R a n g e r  in H o m e r  n o t  

o n l y  is n o t  o n  t h e  S p i t  b u t  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  o u t  of t o w n .

T h e  e? xa m pl e  o f  t h e  o v e r  b l o w n  S T I N G  t h a t  I r e c i e v e a  f o r  

t a k i n g  a  f e w  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  p a r k  f o r  f r e e ,  s e e m s  t o  i n d i c a t e  

a  f r a n t i c  n e e d  t o  s u b s t a n c i a t e  a n  e x i s t e n c e .  A n o t h e r  

p e r c e p t i o n  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  t h e  K e n a i  R a n g e r s  a r e  o v e r  s t a f f e d  

a n d  h a v e  a  l o t  of  e x t r a  c a s h .  T h e  s t i n g  c o s t  a p r o x i m a t l y  

$ 2 0 , 0 0 ,  i n v o l v e d  a p r o x i m a t l y  4 0  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  9  of t h e  10 
R a n g e r s  f r o m  t h e  K e n a i  d i v i s i o n .

S i n c e r e l  y,

M a r i a n  T. B e c k
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The park's trails receive little maintenance and 
often climb over steep, rugged terrain. Routes may 
be hidden at times by fallen trees or tall grass. 
Exposed rocks and roots, and wet. boggy areas are 
common. Depending on ihe trail taken, you may 
need to cross several glacial streams. Following is 
a partial list of the park 's trails. Hiking omes given 
are the minimum needed by a person in good 
physical condition w ithout a pack to hike the trail 
one way. For more information, contact a state 
park ranger in Homer or HaJibul Cove Lagoon.

G r e w in g k  G la c ie r  (3.5 miles) 
b o i l U n t / H  R ating  - a u y

H ik in g  T im e  -1  hour. 20 minutes 
This is an  easy hike over flat terrain, through 1 
stands of spruce and cottonwood and across the 
outwash of the Grewingk Q *ner. It offers superb 
views of the g laacr and surrounding area. There 
is a small cam pground about ten minu. x from the 
trailhead. and another at Right Beach, a i.vonte 
water taxi drop-off point. Right Beach Is accessible 
by land only from ihe nonh and only at low tide. 
Rock catms mark the trail across ihe outwash of 
Ihe glacier. Access to the glacial ice is difficult and 
hazardous due to the slide area on the south and 
steep cliffs on the north. There is a stream near the 
junction of this trail and the Saddle Trail.

boiVf a d d le  T ra il miles)
. , R ating  - i t  r

U > C .tM S  H ik in g  T im e  ■ .n u la
This hike leads over the sadu... .eiw ccn Halibut 
Cove and the Grewingk Glacier ar,d is sleep on 
the Halibut Cove side. The Saddle Trail accesses 
the Alpine Ridge and Lagoon Trails and also con­
nects wiih the Grew ingk Glacier Trail. Noirans- 
ponanon is available Irom Ihe trailhead to Glacier 
Spit or Halibut Cove unless vou have made poor 

I arrangem ent. Ii is noi posvble 10 hike ihe beach 
Irom ihe ir.-ilhead 10 ihe Right Beach campsite due 
to sleep cliffs The Saddle Trail trailhead n  a 
popular spot 10 land boats dunng bad weather 
Please respect pnvaie proprrtv near this trail

Access to the park is by boat o r airplane, as there 
are no roads to the park. Air charters, w altr taxi 
services and boat rentals are available in Homer.

, Alpine Ridge Trail (2.0 miles)I R ating • moderate to difficult
! -  H ik in g  T im * - 1 hour, 40 minutes to 
j Ola t\V LfiiLM̂5rt “ihrve timberline■ This steep hike begins at ihe high point on the 

Saddle Trail and follows a ndge up  through spruce 
and alder sunds  to the alpine tundra and tu  many 
wildllowers. Slippery vegetation may make fool­
ing difficult on steeper slopes. Once above nmber- 
line, Ihe views ol Ihe Grewingk Glacier on one side 
and a deep glacial valley on the other are spectacu­
lar. Rock cairns mark the alpine part of Ihe trail, 
but picking out some landmarks will make it easier 
to find the end of the trail for the tnp  back down. 
Remember that alpine areas are extremely fragile; 
please practice m inimum impact camping.

L agoon  T ra i l  (5 J miles)
R ating  - moderate to di'pcult 

H ik in g  T im e  -5  hours 
From Ihe juncnon with the Alpine Ridge Trail, the 
Lagoon Trail winds along Halibut Cove and passes 
through a wet. boggy area to the Halibut Creek 
Trailhead and delta. You may be able to ford the 
nvcr at (he low tide line but the water can be high, 
depending on the weather. Pick up the trail again 
by walking upstream lor. the south side) about 200 
yards or walk around the delta on the tide Hats. A 
senes of steep switchbacks then leads through a 
snrucc torcst up to w here Ihe trail intersects Goat 
F ope Spur Trail at 1200 feel. Thetr.nl continues 
cownhill and south, across Falls Creek .md on to 
tee end ol the lagoon and Ihe range- S'»ticr. Here 
vcu n u y  tike  the stairs dow n to the stream where 
a sign directs you to the China Pool Lake Trail.

   G o a l R ope S p u r  T rail (05 miles)
\ W i i  i s  o t. R ating  - difficult 

ex v i H iking  T im e -1  hour 
This is a short, sitep nail through aiders that be­
gins at Ibc highest point on  ihe Lagoon Trail II 
leads hikers up  through a "notch" and ;o ihe ai- 
pm eareas where the trail rods Take yourcam era 
lor Dicturrs U  the view

frill C yV tS ew T nll

v*— v frv
■' ' LEG'EMD

4  Trailhead 
— "  Tra;l 

£ .  Ca.nptite 
HI Ranger Siailon 

Scale [e -j itch • i mil* -»l

**. ThlaarupcvrmponeitelAIOCO
( ta le  USC5 giud StUorti C-t

CSC jAjtf-ZA Vw I if 'pS LocuvdLi 
gtfamdnPoot Lake <25 miles)

Yi .A .  R ating  - easy to moderate 
V / H ik in g  T im e  •  1 hour, 25 minutes 

This trail begins at Halibut Cove Lagoon and 
! passes three lakes beneath China Pool Peak. You
I reach Ihe first lake after IS m inutes of hiking
! uphill. The trail crosses the take outlet stream  just
j before reaching the lake and continues through
I forest and bog for 30 minutes to the second lak e -
! Two Loon Lake. China Pool Lake is another 30

minutes away through more spruce and muskeg.

.gu iL f ’o>/Poot Peak (2 miles)
R aring  - difficult 1 H ik in g  T im e • 3 Id 1 hours rcundtrip I This steep, slick, unmam tained route begins

across Ihe China Pool Lake InJet stream bndge 
and heads up to timberline. Climbing the 2100 
foot peak is hazardous due to shjfnng scree and 
rotten rock. Hand and foot holds are poor at best 

■ and worse in wet weather. Your efforts will be
rewarded above nmberhne w ith  superb views of 
WosncsenskJ Glaoer and Kachemak Bay.

t^ o s n e s e n s ^ u  T ra i l  (2 miles) 
R aring - easy to moderate 

H ik in g  T im e  • 1 hour, 15 minufcs 
Begin this trail where it meets the China Pool 
Peak Trail, about 10 minutes a lter crossing Ihe 
inlet sirvam bndge al China Pool Lake. This fairly 
easy trail winds along ihe shoreline of ihree lakes 
formed by a geologic fault. You will find a good 
camping area in a stand of cotlonwoods bv ihe 
lake after about 23 minutes on ihe trail. After 
another 25 mmuies of hiking, the trail climbs over 
a low saddle end drops down into ihe valley. Be 
carelul if vou decide lo cross the rivers w hile 
exploring the valley. Glacial rivers vary in depth 
and currant depending on ihe weather, but ihe 
water level is usually lower in carlv sum m er and 
much higher in lulv and August. Choose a sSnw. 
moving, shallow spol to cross; w ater above thigh 
level is too hazardous lo cross. A p a tro l tennis 
shoes will make crossme these x-v o v e rt easier
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Alaska State Legislature
SENATE

P.O. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

S E N A T E  B I L L  528

S e n a t e  B i l l  528 w o u l d  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  t o  i s s u e  p e r m i t s  t o  s h e l l f i s h  g r o w e r s  t o  g r o w  
m u s s e l s  i n  20 a c r e s  o f  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a rk. T h e  s h e l l f i s h  
g r o w e r s  h a v e  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  in t h e  p a r k  u n d e r  D N R  p e r m i t s  f o r  
t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u c c e s s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  q u e s t i o n s  
o v e r  w h e t h e r  D N R  a c t u a l l y  h a s  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  
p e r m i t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n o t i f i e d  
t h e  p e r m i t t e e s  t h a t  m u s s e l  m a r i c u l t u r e  p e r m i t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  
r e i s s u e d  b e y o n d  N o v e m b e r  1990. S e n a t e  B i l l  528 p r o v i d e s  
s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  w h i c h  h a v e  
b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  o p e r a t i n g  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .  T h e  o n l y  
20 a c r e s  w h i c h  a r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  m u s s e l  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r k  
is t h a t  a r e a  w h i c h  is p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

S e n a t e  B i l l  528 h a s  a "0" f i s c a l  n o t e  a n d  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l .
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MUSSEL AQUACULTURE IN ALASKA

James E. Hemming 
Otter Sea Farms 

Anchorage, Alaska

Mussel culture is not new. It began more than 750 
years ago in France when an Irish sailor put a fish trap 
made of wooden poles on the tide flats. Instead of fish, 
he caught blue mussels when spat settled in great abun­
dance on his poles. Mussels proved to be an easily ob­
tainable food source in France and the Irishman’s dis­
covery eventually- led to a culture system called the 
bouchot system, which is still in use in France.

Blue mussels are grown in Washington on Puget 
Sound. They are also grown commercially along the 
New England coast, and on cil rigs in the Santa Bar­
bara channel of southern California. Each of these areas 
has chronic water quality problems.

Alaska has innumerable fiords and protected bays 
with excellent water quality that should provide suitable 
sites for shellfish culture. With good planning, technical 
support, and protective regulations, Alaska couid easi­
ly become the mariculture center of North America.

Blue mussels are filter feeders, which collect food 
by straining microscopic organisms from the water they 
live in. In the wild, mussels occur in the intertidal zone, 
where they are uncovered part of each day by the tide. 
This means that they can feed only about half of each 
day. Because they must filter algae and plankton from 
the water, they do best in areas with relatively strong 
currents and good circulation. Wild mussels grow slowly 
in intertidal zones because they can feed only during high 
tide. Cultured mussels reach commercial size in 12 to 
18 months, whereas wild mussels may require five years 
or more to reach an equivalent size. If you compare wild 
versus raft-grown mussels of the same shell length, you 
will find that the raft-grown mussels yield 40 to 50 per­
cent more meat than their wild cousins, i.e., they are 
fatter.

Wild mussels attach themselves to rocks and old 
shell debris on the bottom where they are constantly 
scoured by sand and gravel moved by tidal currents. If 
sand grains become embedded in soft tissues, they form 
tiny pearls or grit that are unpalatable to patrons of fine 
restaurants. The use of raft or longline culture systems 
keeps mussels off the bottom, which reduces the hazard 
of pearl development, and in the water column where 
they can feed and grow continuously.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR STARTING 
A BLUE MUSSEL FARM '

The attributes for an ideal mussel farm include:
1. Protection from weather.
2. Excellent water quality.
3. Ait abundant supply of food organisms and nutri­

ents in the water column.
4. Ice-free conditions.
5. Limited human settlement or development (mini­

mum pollution).
6. Abundant wild mussels for seed stock.
7. Low incidence of paralytic shellfish poisoning

(PSP).

Shelter

A suitable site must have jome protection from sea­
sonal storms that may cause damage and make harvesting 
impossible. Sturdy rafts and longline systems can be used 
in bays that are not facing directly into the open sea. 
It is important to define the worst possible wave condi­
tions for the site under consideration before making final 
decisions to establish a sea farm. On the more exposed 
sites, longline systems may prove the most practical.

Depth

A minimum depth of 8 to 10 fathoms is required 
for raft or longline systems, because net tubes contain­
ing young mussels are illy 10 to 20 feet in length 
and the dror — *<ne :t be kept off the bottom to 
avoid pr& -fish. There also is an advan­
tage to eslabk' :ng. longline systems in areas with
water deptns greater than those normally used by feeding 
sea ducks: deep water sites would significantly reduce 
the risk of sea duck predation on young mussels. Our 
system is anchored at a depth of 20 fathoms.

Sea Bed Type

The best type of bottom for holding moorings is firm 
mud or clay. Sand bottoms can also be used but may 
require burying anchors with diver assistance.

Salinity

Author's address: Otter Sea Farms, 6740 Roundtree Dr.. Anchorage, 
Alaska 99516.

Blue mussels can exist in salinities as low as 5 parts 
per thousand (ppt) but will grow well in salinities of 17
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ppt or greater. At our site, summer salinities averaged 
26.6 ppt at the surface and 24.5 ppt at 10 feet below 
the surface. Ocean water is usually considered to be 35 
ppt.

Temperature

Mussels survive in temperatures ranging from -4° 
to 80 °F (-20° to 27 °C). Mussel growth rates will in­
crease as temperature increases up to about 68° (20°C) 
provided that sufficient food is available. Temperatures 
at our location in Halibut Cove Lagoon range between 
34 °F and 55 °F (near 0° to 12.5 °C). Summer 
temperatures averaged 53°F (11.6°C).

Water Quality

It is important to select sites that are free of in­
dustrial or sewage pollution. Sewage pollution can be 
remedied by using depuration, but this is cosdy. Depura­
tion is the process of moving live mussels from the har­
vest site to tanks containing sterilized seawater, and hold­
ing them there until they are free of coliform bacteria 
and chemical pollutants. It is necessary to depurate com­
mercially harvested mussels and clams from many loca­
tions on the East Coast, and it is a common practice in 
Europe. In Alaska, we have a great advantage over other 
locations because most areas are still pollution-free. 
Alaska regulations require that water samples be taken 
several times a year from shellfish growing areas.

Water Exchange and Currents

Tidal action and circulation should be adequate to 
replenish food organisms and to keep the water well oxy­
genated and to dilute toxic products released by the shell­
fish themselves. Most sites with moderate currents are 
suitable for growing mussels except those at the heads 
of bays where currents may be very slow and where food 
availability may be limited. If longline systems are used 
in areas with very strong currents it may be difficult to 
work the lines.

Feeding Conditions

Mussels feed on runoff from land as well as on the 
microscopic plants and animals that occur naturally in 
the water column. The best feeding conditions are usual­
ly found adjacent to steep-sided fiords, and poorer con­
ditions occur adjacent to fiat or low-lying coastlines.

Growth

In many parts of the world, commercial-sized 
mussels (1 Vi to 2 inches in length) c^n be produced 
within 18 months from spat fall, except in places where 
salinity is so low that it hinders feeding. At our site, 
mussels reach commercial size in approximately 12 
months.

Seed Supply

Mussel farm sites should be selected close to good 
natural populations of wild mussels, where wild seed 
can be collected or spat collectors can be used. Another 
option would be to purchase spat from a commercial or 
state-operated hatchery. There seems to be good poten­
tial for economic production of spat for purchase by 
shellfish growers at facilities such as Sheldon Jackson 
College in Sitka. I think all of the shellfish growers in 
Alaska would welcome a hatchery and it would probably 
pay for itself.

Fouling

This includes competitor organisms such as bar­
nacles, tube worms, sea squirts, and kelp. The presence 
of fouling organisms results in higher maintenance c-.vto. 
If they affect the appearance of mussels, they may result 
in lowered market value. However, the presence of plant 
materials such as kelp increase the organic matter avail­
able for mussel feeding. In some parts of the world, kelp 
culture is an integral part of mussel culture. Finfish 
farmers and oyster farmers would probably consider 
mussels vermin. They are one of the chief fouling 
organisms for various types of three-dimensional aqua­
culture.

Predators

Common scoters and other sea ducks feed heavily 
on blue mussels. If they discover a mussel farm, special 
remedies such as scarecrows or protective netting will 
be required around the rafts. As mentioned earlier, we 
found that by setting our rafts in parts of the fiord where 
our anchors are at depths much greater than the normal 
feeding range of sea ducks, we have no problem with 
predation. It is important to understand the natural 
feeding patterns of sea ducks in a potential sea farm site, 
so feeding areas can be avoided. If predators discover 
the rafts, it probably will be necessary to hang nets 
around raft boundaries. This will increase the level of 
maintenance labor required to regularly clean fouling 
organisms from the netting.

Parasites and Diseases

Suspended mussel culture minimizes infection by 
parasites such as pea crabs and red worms (red worms 
are actually copcpods). It also avoids production of 
pearl-like particles in the flesh, which are often found 
in wild mussels as a reaction to both sand bombardment 
and irematodc worm infections. Another problem re­
quiring special attention is related to paralytic shellfish 
poisoning. This problem is caused by plankton blooms 
made up of toxic organisms that arc ingested by the 
mussels. The mussels become dangerous to humans for 
several days or weeks. As a result, it is required by per­
mit to test each shipment of blue mussels before they
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can be approved for commercial sale. In selecting sites, 
it also is important to collect background information 
on natural levels of PSP in hard-shell clams, cockles, 
and mussels to be sure that the site is free of problems. 
At present, tne only PSP testing facility is the state 
laboratory in Palmer. Because of its location, it is time 
consuming and sometimes costly to obtain test results 
in a timely manner. Meanwhile, harvested shellfish must 
be held out of water and artificially chilled. Increased 
facilities at more convenient locations on the coast would 
ensure delivery of higher quality prod”ct and reduce 
costs.

Use Conflicts

In selecting a site, careful attention must be paid 
to other users of tffe area. These may include commer­
cial fishing operations, gear storage, recreational traf­
fic areas, etc. Such use patterns may not always be ob­
vious and it is important to check with local fisherman 
and residents before finalizing site selection. As a 
shellfish grower in Maine puts it, “ Musseling in at the 
expense of traditional communities can only lead to hos­
tility."

We also have learned that mussel farming is com­
patible with special upland classifications such as state 
parks and wilderness areas because both parks and shell­
fish farms have a long-term interest in maintaining very 
high quality water. Usually this is assured only by 
restricting upland development and settlement. For ex­
ample, our operation is within park waters in Kachemak 
Bay State Park and requires a special land use permit 
from the State Division of Parks rather than the usual 
Land and Water Resources Division permit from the 
Department of Natural Resources. Consider the long­
term use potential of your site carefully before making 
a capital investment.

Access

Shellfish farms should be located close to good com­
mercial transportation. Site feasibility assessments 
should include the cost of transporting products to mar­
ket and the distance from reliable road or air transpor­
tation.

Permits

Once a suitable site has been found, permits and 
licenses must be obtained. An Alaska business license 
is the first step, followed by a tidelands lease, water 
quality certification, coastal management consistency

determination, Corps of Engineers Section 10 Permit 
for structures in navigable waters. Commercial Fisheries 
Entry Commission permit, a shucker-shipper permit 
from the Department of Environmental Conservation, 
and soon a shellfish farm permit from the Alaska De­
partment of Fish and Game (ADF&G). If the sea farmer 
plans to do anything beyond harvesting and shipping live 
mussels to market, other permits may be required as 
well.

At present, it is possible to apply for a shellfish hum 
permit at any location on the coast. However, there has 
been no planning by the state to identify areas that are 
both suitable for shellfish culture and have minimum 
conflicts with other users. Because of this, we are see­
ing a flood of applications for shellfish farms in the small 
lagoon where our farm is located because people don't 
know where else to go. There will probably be serious 
conflicts at our site in the very near future.

Before we go much farther with regulations and per­
mits for other species, the state should do a coastal sur­
vey to identify areas that are suitable for mariculture and 
that do not have serious conflicts with other users. This 
is not difficult to do and would not be very expensive.

Once a survey is done, areas should be zoned for 
mariculture so new business can have the long-term sup­
port needed to assure financing as well as the potenticl 
for successful farm operation.

The farm regulations proposed by ADF&G may al­
so cicate problems, because they would restrict permits 
to those of us with prior experience in sea fanning. This 
would be good for me but not for newcomers.

There is no specified time limit on ADF&G per­
mits or provisions for removal of facilities such as rafts 
or longlincs when a permit is dropped. This means a 
flaky operator could abandon his system, leaving the 
state with the liability for cleaning up the mess. By hav­
ing a set permit period requiring periodic reviews and 
by placing the liability for removal of facilities with the 
permittee, we would see the development of a much 
more responsible mariculture industry.

Draft regulations also seem to mix finfish culture 
with shellfish culture, and I don’t think the shellfish 
farmers want their permits tied to the tail of salmon 
farmers or vice versa. There needs to be a clear defini­
tion of what is meant oy shellfish.

Regulations also need to require that cultured shell­
fish seed stocks not endemic to Alaska be certified 
disease-free before they are introduced into Alaska 
waters. We don’t want to be shut down because someone 
brings in diseased spat.

If we are going to start a new industry, we need 
to do it right to assure success.
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Or i g i n a l  sponsor(s): R u l e s / L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget & A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e

IN THE SENATE B Y  THE R E S O U R C E S  COMMITTEE

CS F O R  S ENA TE BILL NO. 528 (Resources)

I N  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s h e l lfish m a r i c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  the

K a c h e m a k  B a y  State Park; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c­

tive date."

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF A L A S K A :

* Section 1. A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 1 3 2  is amended by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to

read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 41.21.130 - 4 1 . 2 1 . 1 3 4 ,  the commissioner 

m a y  set aside u p  to 20 acres of the Kachemak B a y  State P a r k  for s h e l l­

fish mariculture, a nd the commis s i o n e r  may i s s u e  l o n g - t e r m  commercial 

u s e  permits f o r  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  under A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 6  - 41.21.030 

w i t h i n  the 20 acres set asid e b y  the commissioner.

* Sec. 2. This A c t  takes e ffect immediately u n d e r  AS 01.10.070(c).

- 1 - C S S B  528(Res)



K a c h e m a k  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  
1 2 3 0 4  H i I I t o p  D r i v e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 ) 5

March 26, 1990
MAR S 8 d |9 2

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P .O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p ,

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K S M A )  
a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  pi . - s e r v i n g  o u r  2 0  acr e  a r e a  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  
s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k 's  H a l i b u t  C o v e  
L a g o o n .  We w e r e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  to  s e e  S B  5 2 8  i n t r o d u c e d  to  a d d r e s s  o u r  
c o n c e r n s .  We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  s o m e  m i n o r  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  w e  f e e l  w o u l d  h e l p  
to  c l a r i f y  the b i l l .  T h e y  are  a s  f o l l o w s ;

L i n e  1 3  " s h a l l  s e t  a s i d e  u p  t o  t w e n t y  a c r e s  o f  the K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  
Park's H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n . . . ”

W e  are e n c l o s i n g  a  c o p y  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  w h i c h  w e  s e n t  to  S e n a t o r  
K e r t u l l a ,  w h i c h  e x p l a i n s  o u r  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  a  c o p y  of  o u r  p o s i t i o n  
s t a t e m e n t .  W e  w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  th e  a b o v e  
p r o p o s e d  a m m e n d m e n t .

S i n c e r e  lv.

/Joe S a n t a ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
K a c h e m a k  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n



' * S h e l I f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  o n l y  t y p e  of m a r i c u l t u r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  K S M A .

^ S h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  i s  a low  i m p a c t ,  l o w  t e c h  m e t h o d  o f  m a r i c u l t u r e  t h a t ’ 
I s  a b s o l u t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  c l e a n  a n d  u n p o l l u t e d  w a t e r s .

* K S M A  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  m a r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  i s  n o t  d e t r i m e n t a l  to  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m a r i n e  
e n v i r o n m e n t .  *

* K 5 M A  s u p p o r t s  a n  I n d u s t r y  t h a t  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  s m a l l ,  a r t i s a n a l ,  c o - o p  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i t h  m e m b e r s h i p  c o m p o s e d  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .

* K S M A  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a l l  h o l d  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s  In b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  w o r k  In  th e  f i e l d s  o f  
f i s h e r i e s  a n d  m a r i n e  b i o l o g y ,

■*KSMA b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s .  O n e  m e m b e r  i s  o n  t h e  b o a r d  of  
i d i r e c t o r s  fo r  th e  N o r t h w e s t e r n  R e g i o n  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  I s  o n  th e  

b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  T r u s t e e s  f o r  A l a s k a ,  a n d  th e  o t h e r  t w o  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  for
th e  E n v i r o n m e n t .

' •

* K S M A  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  Is  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s t a t e  p ar k  
g u i d e l i n e s ,  w h e n  It. I s  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n d  l o c a t e d .

* A D F & G ' s  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  I s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  in 
K a c h e m a k  B a y  fo r  m i n i m i z i n g  u s e r  c o n f l i c t s ,  a n d  t h i s  I s  d u e  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
P a r k s  d i d  a  l o n g  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n a l y s i s  w h e n  t h ey  l o c a t e d  th e  s i t e  In  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n .

■^Because s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  Is  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  p r i s t i n e  w a t e r ,  the  
. i.: I n d u s t r y  c a n  b e  a n  a l l y  to  t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p o t e n t i a l  p o l l u t i o n  f r o m  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s

m i n i n g ,  l o g g i n g ,  a n d  p e t r o l e u m  d e v e l o p m e n t .

* T h e r e  I s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  v a l u e  In  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  i t  
•V ;1 c o m b i n e s  th e  c o n c e p t s  o f  g r o w i n g  o r g a n i s m s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e s e  a r e  t w o  a r e a s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  o f  g r e a t  I n t e r e s t  t o  s t u d e n t s  o r  p ar k  v i s i t o r s .
’ ; ■ T h i s  t y p e  o f  m a r i c u l t u r e  a l s o  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  w a t e r s  f r o m  

p o l l u t i o n ,  K S M A  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  e d u c a t o r s  I n t e r e s t e d  I n  u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p u r p o s e s ,

*. »,tvV 1 11 I1. . ,
- i f  - < r * K S M A  I s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o p e r a t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a l l  I t s  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  to  o p e r a t e  

w i t h i n  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k  s o  a s  to  p r o v i d e  a  s e l f  p o l i c i n g  m e c h a n i s m  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  the 
l o w e s t  I m p a c t  o n  a  v i s u a l  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  l e v e l .

i■1 • 1 • . 6).'';W:.. ' i r ' / :

,v'V



Kachemak S h e l lf is h  Mariculture A ss o c ia t io n  ■ 
1 2 3 0 4  H i l l t o p  D r i v e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 5

1 0 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t u l l a  
P .O .  B o x  v  

,  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

ijf p t  D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t u l  ia ,

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  K a c h e m a k  B a y . S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K S M A )
a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  r e s o l v i n g  th e  I s s u e  o f  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u I t u r e ^ J g L ; ,
c o m p a t l b l  I I t y  w i t h  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park .  W e  w o u l d  I Ik e  to  I n f o r m  y o u  • ' v • •

- ; t h a t  th e  K e n a i  a r e a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  th e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r
R e c r e a t i o n ' s  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P ar k  h a s  d e c i d e d  n o t  to  r e i s s u e ,  b e y o n d  t :

-V;, v . -N ov .  1 9 9 0 ,  th e  m u s s e l  m a r i c u l t u r e  p e r m i t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l o c a t e d  a n d  .
p e r m i t t e d  w i t h i n  th e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Par k's  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  f o r  ’ 
th e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .  T h i s  I s  b e i n g  d o n e  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  P ar k  a c t i v e l y  
a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  e n t r a n c e  I n t o  t h e  area ,

^ F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m u s s e l s  w a s  g o i n g  o n  I n  t h e  H a l i b u t  C o v e  
■ l o c a t i o n  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  park  w a s  g i v e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  d u e  

•T : ,v " th e  r i c h ,  w o r l d  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  area's  w a t e r s .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  
-  • • ’ m a d e  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a r I c u l t u r l s t s  a n d  th e  p ar k  a n d  

-  w i t h  l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y .  O u t  o f  a l l  t h e  c o m m e n t s  • '
> V-vv#*received i n  th e  v i s i t o r  l o g  a t  th e  r a n g e r  c a b i n  i n  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  d u r l n g f l t  y  y 

t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  o n l y  o n e  h a d  a n y  n e g a t i v e  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  
^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ w i a r J c u l t u r e . » - v i  ■ ;

<-• 1 r * " \'*\ •
 ̂ . W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  In  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  f l e d g l i n g  I n d u s t r y  In

. ' w hich w e  h a v e  I n v e s t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  p e r  p e r m i t t e e  a l o n g  w i t h  
_  . ' c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  o f  wo rk ,  W e  ar e  s t i l l  s e e k i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d

f S f y y . ; m a n d a t e  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  f a r m i n g  w i t h  o n l y .  ?>• 
m\>*~  th e  t w e n t y  a c r e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  p ar k  w h e r e  w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g .
V  •" T h i s  Is  t h e  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e

* a f t e r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  b y  b o t h  A D F & G ' s  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  a n d  D N R ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  
rtw *  Park s,  W e  h a v e  n o  I n t e r e s t  In  m a n d a t i n g  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  for  t h e  e n t i r e  p ar k  

b u t  o n l y  w o u l d  I lk''  to  p r e s e r v e  o u r  s m a l l  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  
w  ' ’ i ; - * ye ar s .  . ’ '



: . KSMA r e c e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  DNft  C o m m i s s i o n e r  L e n n y  G o r s u c h ,  a n d  ' ' ' :
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  D N R ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  ^  
D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  o n  M a r c h  5 t h .  I n  t h a t  m e e t i n g  D N R  a n d  K S M A ' s  b o a r d  o f  ,  
d l r e c t o r s . c a m e  u p  w i t h  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  w h i c h  D N R  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  a r i d * ’;' 
w h i c h  b o t h  D N R  a n d  K S M A  b e l i e v e  w o u l d  a m m e n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  v

T h e  c h a n g e  w o u l d  I n v o l v e  a  s i m p l e  o n e  p a r a g r a p h  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  e x l s t j n g , ; ^ ^ . . 
K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P ar k  b i l l .  T h e  b a s i c  f o r m  I s a s  f o l l o w s :  • •

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  I s  a u t h o r i z e d  to  s e t  a s i d e  u p  to  
t w e n t y  a c r e s  o f  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  f o r  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e - I n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  3 8  ( E x i s t i n g  m a r i c u l t u r e  r e g u l a t i o n s ) .

W e  b e l i e v e  a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  c o u l d  b e  a d d e d  to  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  > ; \  ; 
a u t h o r i z i n g  p u r c h a s e  o f  th e  S e l d o v l a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  l a n d s . . P e r h a p s  
t H a n a  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  t h i s  c o u l d  b e , a d d e d  to  a n d  w o u l d ^ o ^ a s ^ ^ :  ; , / ; v , U v  ,
w ell.* v - •

T h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  g r o w i n g  s h e l l f i s h  Is  w h a t  g o t  K S M A  m e m b e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  ■'
• f r o m  H o m e r  t o  H a l i b u t  C o v e  to. A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  m u c h  r a t h e n ' b e ' ^ T - ;  

d o i n g  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c k i n g .  A l t h o u g h  w e  d o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  w o r k  w i t h  y o u ,  w e  a r e  l o s i n g  v a l u a b l e  s e a s o n s  o f .  w o r k  o n  

y,, t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s .  J h l s  p r o b l e m  h a s  p u t  t h e . s h e l L M s h ^ y v ^  .. a v ; ; .  
m a r i c u l t u r e  I n d u s t r y  I n ' S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  b a c k  a  g o o d  t w o  y e a r s ^ ' ^ A  
w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  I f , w e  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n f  a d d i t i o n a l  
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w .  S i m i l a r  l e t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  to  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  a n d  S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r .

H o e B d n t a ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  ' . ;
^  K a c h e m a k  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ' , ' • '
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A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 5

M a r c h  1 0 , 1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  J a y  K e r t u l l a  
P .O .  B o x  v
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t u l l a ,

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K S M A )  
ar e  c o n t i n u i n g  to  w o r k  t o w a r d  r e s o l v i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  
c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P ar k ,  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  to  i n f o r m  y o u  
that, th e  K e n a i  a r e a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  th e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  
R e c r e a t i o n ' s  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P ar k  h a s  d e c i d e d  n o t  to  r e i s s u e ,  b e y o n d  
No v.  1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  m u s s e l  m a r i c u l t u r e  p e r m i t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l o c a t e d  a n d  
p e r m i t t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P ar k 's  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  for  
th e  p a s t  t w o  ye a r s .  T h i s  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  e v e n  t h o u g h  th e  Par k  a c t i v e l y  
a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  area .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m u s s e l s  w a s  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  H a l i b u t  C o v e  
l o c a t i o n  e v e n  b e f o r e  th e  p ar k  w a s  g i v e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  d u e  to  
t h e  r i c h ,  w o r l d  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  w a t e r s .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  
m a d e  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m a r l c u l t u r i s t s  a n d  th e  p ar k  a n d  
w i t h  l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a s  to  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y .  O u t  o f  a l l  t h e  c o m m e n t s  
r e c e i v e d  I n  th e  v i s i t o r  l o g  a t  t h e  r a n g e r  c a b i n  i n  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  past,  t w o  y e a r s ,  o n l y  o n e  h a d  a n y  n e g a t i v e  c o m m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  
m a r i c u l t u r e .

W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  f l e d g l i n g  i n d u s t r y  in  
w h i c h  w e  h a v e  i n v e s t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d o l l a r s  per  p e r m i t t e e  a l o n g  w i t h  
c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  o f  work .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  s e e k i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  
m a n d a t e  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  f a r m i n g  w i t h  g o ly .  
t h e  t w e n t y  a c r e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  p a r k  w h e r e  w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  
T h i s  I s  t h e  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e  
a f t e r  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  b y  b o t h  A D F & G ' s  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  a n d  D N R ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f  
P a r k s  w e  h a v e  n o  i n t e r e s t  in  m a n d a t i n g  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  f o r  the  e n t i r e  p ar k  
b u t  o n l y  w o u l d  l i k e  to p r e s e r v e  o u r  s m a l l  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  
year s .



KSMA r e c e n t l y  m e t  w i t h  D N R  C o m m i s s i o n e r  L e n n y  G o r s u c h ,  a n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  DM R's  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  
D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  o n  M a r c h  5 t h .  I n  t h a t  m e e t i n g  D N R  a n d  K S M A ' s  h o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s  c a m e  u p  w i t h  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  w h i c h  D N R  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  
w h i c h  b o t h  D N R  a n d  K S M A  b e l i e v e  w o u l d  a r n m e n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  c h a n g e  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  a s i m p l e  o n e  p a r a g r a p h  c h a n g e  to  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Par k  b i l l .  T h e  b a s i c  f o r m  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  I s  a u t h o r i z e d  to  s e t  a s i d e  u p  to  
t w e n t y  a c r e s  o f  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  fo r  s h e l l f i s h  m a r i c u l t u r e  In  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  3 3  ( E x i s t i n g  m a r i c u l t u r e  r e g u l a t i o n s ) .

W e  b e l i e v e  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  c o u l d  b e  a d d e d  to t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a u t h o r i z i n g  p u r c h a s e  o f  th e  S e l d o v i a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  l a n d s .  P e r h a p s  
t h e r e  i s  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a d d e d  to  a n d  w o u l d  w o r k  a s  
w e l l .

T h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  g r o w i n g  s h e l l f i s h  Is  w h a t  g o t  K S M A  m e m b e r s  t o g e t h e r ,  
f r o m  H o m e r  to H a l i b u t .  C o v e  to  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  m u c h  r a t h e r  b e  
d o i n g  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  p o l i t i c k i n g .  A l t h o u g h  w e  d o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to w o rk  w i t h  y o u ,  w e  a r e  l o s i n g  v a l u a b l e  s e a s o n s  o f  w o r k  o n  
th e  b i o l o g i c a l  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s .  T h i s  p r o b l e m  h a s  p u t  t h e  s h e l l f i s h  
m a r i c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  i n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  b a c k  a  g o o d  t w o  y e a r s .  K S M A  
w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  I f  w e  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w .  S i m i l a r  l e t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  to  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  N a v a r r e  a n d  S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ioe B a n t a ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
^ K a c h e m a k  S h e l l f i s h  M a r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n



KSMA
Position Stat ement
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* S h e l  I r i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  o n l y  t y p e  of m a r i c u l t u r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  K S M A

^ S h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  is a l o w  i m p a c t ,  l o w  t e c h  m e t h o d  o f  m a r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  
Is  a b s o l u t e l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  c l e a n  a n d  u n p o l l u t e d  w a t e r s .

* K S M A  I s  c o m m u t e d  t o  m a r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  i s  n o t  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m a r i n e  
e n v i r o n m e n t .

* K S M A  s u p p o r t s  a n  i n d u s t r y  th at  i s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s m a l l ,  a r t i s a n a l ,  c o - o p  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i t h  m e m b e r s h i p  c o m p o s e d  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .

* K S M A  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a l l  h o l d  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e s  In  b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  w o r k  In  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  
f i s h e r i e s  a n d  m a r i n e  b i o l o g y ,

* K S M A  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s .  O n e  m e m b e r  i s  o n  t h e  b o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s  fo r  t h e  N o r t h w e s t e r n  R e g i o n  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  I s  o n  th e  
b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  T r u s t e e s  fo r  A l a s k a ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  fo r  
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t .

* K S M A  b e l i e v e s  th at  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  s t a t e  p a r k  
g u i d e l i n e s ,  w h e n  it I s  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n d  l o c a t e d .

* A D F & G ’s  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n  I s  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  p l a c e s  In  
K a c h e m a k  B a y  fo r  m i n i m i z i n g  u s e r  c o n f l i c t s ,  a n d  t h i s  Is  d u e  to  the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
P a r k s  d i d  a  l o n g  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n a l y s i s  w h e n  t h e y  l o c a t e d  th e  s i t e  i n  H a l i b u t  C o v e  L a g o o n .

^ B e c a u s e  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e  I s  t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  p r i s t i n e  w a t e r ,  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  c a n  b e  a n  a l l y  to  t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p o t e n t i a l  p o l l u t i o n  f r o m  s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  
m i n i n g ,  l o g g i n g ,  a n d  p e t r o l e u m  d e v e l o p m e n t .

* T h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  v a l u e  I n  s h e l l f i s h  a n d  m a r i n e  p l a n t  m a r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  i t  
c o m b i n e s  th e  c o n c e p t s  o f  g r o w i n g  o r g a n i s m s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  th e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  th e  m a r i n e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  T h e s e  a r e  t w o  a r e a s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  o f  g r e a t  I n t e r e s t  to  s t u d e n t s  o r  p a r k  v i s i t o r s .  
T h i s  t y p e  o f  m a r i c u l t u r e  a l s o  r e i n f o r c e s  th e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  w a t e r s  f r o m  
p o l l u t i o n ,  K S M A  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  e d u c a t o r s  I n t e r e s t e d  in  u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p u r p o s e s .

* K S M A  is  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o p e r a t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a l l  i t s  m e m b e r s  w h o  ar e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  
w i t h i n  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  Park s o  a s  to p r o v i d e  a  s e l f  p o l i c i n g  m e c h a n i s m  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  th e  
l o w e s t  i m p a c t  o n  a  v i s u a l  a n d  b i o l o g i c a l  l e v e l .
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T h e  - f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s  a d d r e s s  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  

K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k . H o w  m u c h  it c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  p e r  

v i s i t o r  i n  t h e  k a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k ,  h o w  m a n y  a r e  

t a r g e t e d  f o r  l a n d  u s e  a n d  h o w  m a n y  a r e  f i s h i n g  in t h e  

s a l t w a t e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k ,  a n d  w h a t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  s u p p l i e d  b y

s t a t e  p a r k s  f o r  e a c h  of  t h e  i n t r e s t  g r o u p s .

P e r s o n s  t a r g e t e d  f o r  l a n d  u s e ,  h i k i n g ,  g l a c i e r

c l i m b i n g  e t c .  I w i l l  b e  u s i n g  n u m b e r s  t a k e n  b y  c h a r t e r  

b o a t s  o n l y .  B e c a u s e  o f  o u r  e x t r e m e  t i d e  a n d  w e a t h e r  

p r o b l e m s  p e o p l e  s e l d o m  l e a v e  b o a t s  u n a t e n d e d .

W a t e r  t a x i ---------- 1 9 B B - 3 6 0  1 9 8 9 - 3 0 9

L o d g e  - v i s i t o r s ---1 9 8 B -  7 2  1 9 8 9 -  7 2

M i s c . --------------------1 9 8 8 - 1 0 0  1 9 8 9 -  7 5

T o t a l  l a n d  t r a f f i c ------1 9 8 8 - 5 3 2  . 1 9 8 9 - 4 5 6

M o t o r  b o a t  t r a f f i c  s p e c i f i c ! y  h e a d e d  f o r  p a r k  w a t e r s  

n o t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t o  g e t  t o  a  s u m m e r  c a b i n  o r  r e s i d e n c e ,  

a n d  k a y a k s .  T h i s  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  A . D . F .  S< G.

C l a m i n g  b y  c h a r t e r - 1 9 8 9 — 1 2 0  1 9 8 9 ---7 0

T u t k a  b a y  h a t c h e r y - 1 9 8 8 - 2 5 7 5  1 9 8 9 - 3 0 0 0

H . C .  l a g o o n  K i n g s —  2 6 0 0  2 2 0 0

C h i n a p o o t  R e d s   1 2 0 0  1 2 0 0

H u m m p y  C r e e k  —  v e r y  l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  

( t h e s e  I b e l i e v e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  h i g h  n u m b e r s  j u s t  b y  

c o m p a r i n g  H . C .  L a g o o n  w i t h  1 o c a l  o p i n i o n )

K a y a k s  w h o  t r a v e l e d ,  w i t h o u t  w a t e r  t a x i ,  f r o m  H o m e r

1 9 8 8 - 7 5  1 9 8 9 - 1 2 0

T o t a l  M a r i n e  t r a f f i c  1 9 8 8 - 6 5 7 0  1 9 8 9 - 6 5 9 0

T h e  a c t u a l  m a i l  s u r v e y  s h o w s  a p r o x i m a t l y  1 1 , 0 0 0  f i n f i s h

p a r t i c a p a n t s  a n d  9 , 0 0 0  s h e l l  f i s h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in K a c h e m a k  

B a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  t w o  n u m b e r s  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a  9 0 %  

o v e r l a p .  O f  c o u r s e  N o t  all o f  t h e  a b o v e  a r e  t a r g e t e d  f o r  

t h e  K B S P .  T h e s e  a r e  1 9 8 7  n u m b e r s  s o  t h e y  m a y  b e  o f f ,  if 
a n y t h i n g  h i g h .

N u m b e r s  o f  p e r s o n s  t a k e n  t o  t h e  p a r k  is f r o m  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a c t u a l  c h a r t e r  p e r s o n s .

■Total t r a f f i c  in t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  P a r k ----------

1 9 8 8 = 7 1 0 2  1 9 8 9 = 7 0 4 6



W h a t  d o e s  t h e  r a n g e r  o f f e r  in t e r m s  of s e r v i c e  t o  

t h e s e  v i s i t o r s ?

T r a i l  e n h a n c e m e n t - m o s t  p a r k  t r a i l s  w e r e  b u i l t  b y  l o c a l s  

o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  4 H  k i d s .  T r a i l  s y s t e m  is 

c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  H a l i b u t  C o v e  a r e a .  R e f e r  t o  E x i b i t  ^B)
E m e r g e n c y  a s s i s t a n c e -  It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  

r a n g e r  b y  r a d i o  o r  b o a t  b e c a u s e  of l o c a t i o n .  O f  c o u r s e  b o a t  

b r e a k d o w n s  a r e  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  b y  R E S Q U E  2 1 ,  a n d  / o r  l o c a l s .

I n f o r m i n g  v i s i t o r s  of d a n g e r s  in t h e  p a r k .  T h e r e  is n o  

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  t i d a l  l a g o o n s  in 

t h e  p a r k . T h e r e  b a s i c a l l y  i s  n o  v e r b a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n l e s s  

y o u  g e t  i n t o  H . C .  L a g o o n ,  o n e  of  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  l a g o o n s  in 

t h e  B 3 y .

T h e  r a n g e r  c h e c k s  f o r  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e s  in  H . C .  l a g o o n .  

T h a t  f i s h e r y  is o v e r  t h e  e n d  of J u n e .

A c t u a l l y  m e e t i n g  a r a n g e r  o n  o n e  of t h e  G r e w i n k  G l a c i e r  
t r a i l s  w o u l d  b e  u n u s u a l  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  w h a l e r  is  t o o  1 a r g e  t o  

b e  s a f e l y  l e f t  b e a c h e d .  T h i s  c o n f i n e s  t h e  r a n g e r  t o  t h e  

l a g o o n  t r a i l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  g e t  a b o u t  5 0 - 1 0 0  v i s i t o r s  p e r  

y e a r ,  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t  of t r a f f i c  g o i n g  t o  t h e  G r e w i n k  
G 1 a c e r  a r e a .

I n f o r m a t i o n  o f f e r e d  in P a r k  B r o c h u r e  p e r t a i n s  t o  l a n d  

u s e  o n l y .  T h e  r a n g e r  h i m s e l f  is n o  s e a m a n  a n d  s e e m s  

o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  d a n g e r s  o n  t h e  s e a .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  h e  is 

o p e r a t i n g  a  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  w h a l e r  t h a t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  s a t e  f o r  

a n y o n e .  H e  is  a l s o  h a u l i n g  p a r k  v o l u n e e r s ,  p e o p l e  w h o  

s i m p l e y  n e e d  a r i d e ,  a n d  o t h e r  r a n g e r s  f o r  f r e e  a n d  w i t h  n o  

C o a s t  G a u r d  l i s c e n s e .

T h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  p a r k  c o s t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  a  v e r y  t i d y  s u m  of m o n e y .

T w o  b o a t  s t a l l s  in t h e  H o m e r  h a r b o r --------------- 8 8 8 . 3 0

T h i s  i s n ' t  e x t r a  t r a n c i e n t  f e e s

1. 18 ' a l u m i n u m  H N - 3 2 2 9

2. 1 7 ' w h a l e r  A K 1 6 4 3 k  - F o r  o n e  r a n g e r -

3. 2 7 '  B l u e  a l u m i n u m

A n n u a l  u p k e e p  a n d  d e p r c i a t i o n  w o u l d  a v e r a g e  1 5 , 0 0 0

E l e c t r i c i t y  a t  H . C . r a n g e r  c a b i n  in 1 9 8 9 --------- 1 1 4 3 . 8 3

J a n  a n d  F e b  of 1 9 9 0  w a s  2 9 1  .34

T h e  N e w  R a n g e r  C a b i n  in H . C .  l a g o o n --------------- 5 0 0 0 . 0 0

F o o d  a n d  F u e l  f o r  R a n g e ' S < V o l  u n t e e r s -----------------3 0 0 0 . 0 0

T r u c k  - d e p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  r e p a i r s -----------------------6 0 0 0 . 0 0

R a n g e r s  p a r t  t i m e  s a l e r y  S< b e n e f i t s  6 m o . ------2 3 4 9 1 . 5 7

H i d d e n  e x p e n s e s ,  t r a v e l  e t c . ----------------------------1 0 0 0 . 0 0

T o t a l  e x p e n s e s ----------------------------------------------- 5 5 5 2 3 . 7 0

t h i s  is  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  e x t r a  m o n t h s  o r  o t h e r  r a n g e r s

T h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  e a c h  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  S t a t e  

P a r k  c o s t s  t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a  7 . 8 8 .  I m a y  r e m i n d  y o u  t h e



t h e  R a n g e r  is a v a i l a b l e  t o  o n l y  2 3 0 0  p e r s o n s  s o  in all 
h o n e s t y  .it's 2 3 . 1 4  p e r  p e r s o n .

W h a t  h a s  t h e  P a r k  S e r v i c e  a c t u a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  o v e r  

t h e  p a s t  4 y e a r s ,  in t h e  K B S P ?  T w o  - f u n c t i o n i n g  t r a i l s  w e r e  

b u i l t  a n d  o n e  o-f t h o s e  p a r a l  el s a n  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l  . O n e  

o t h e r  t r a i l  b u i l t  u p  a m o u n t a i n  b u t  h a s  a d e a d  e n d .  O u t  

h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  in H . C .  l a g o o n .  T r a i l  m a r k e r s  w e  p u t  on 

all t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l s ,  a n d  a n n u a l  b r u s h  o u t  d o n e .  T h i s  

c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  a p r o x i m a t l y  # 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( b e i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e ) , 

T h a t  is  o n e  h e c k  o-f a l o t  of m o n e y .  M a n y  l o c a l  p e r s o n s  

w o u l d  l o v e  t o  b i d  o h  a j o b  l i k e  t h a t .

Is t h e  K B S P  h a v i n g  a  t r a m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  in t r a f f i c ?

N O ,  I fe e l t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  n o  i n c r e a s e  in p a r k  u s e  is t h e  

t r e m e n d o u s  i n c r e a s e  in ( d e s t i n a t i o n )  a t t r a c t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  

b a y .  F o u r  y e a r s  a g o  I w o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  a t  l e a s t  3 0 0  p e o p l e  

t o  t h e  p a r k  m a n y  of  w h i c h  w e r e  s t u d e n t  g r o u p s ,  l a r g e  f a m i l y  

o u t i n g s ,  e t c .  T h e r e  a r e  n o w  m o r e  a c c o m o d a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  

a r o u n d  t h e  B a y .  F o r  e x a m p l e  I h a v e  h a d  a 40V. i n c r e a s e  in 

b u s i n e s s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  2  y e a r s  a n d  a d e c r e a s e  in c a m p e r  

t r a f f i c .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  t r e n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a s  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e  d e v e l o p e s .

A l s o  k e e p  in m i n d  o u r  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r  a n d  t i d e  

c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  of u s e  in t h e  K B S P  is o n  t h e  o c e a n  

n o t  u p l a n d  s t r e e m s  a n d  l a k e s .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  u n i q u e  
p r o b l e m s  h e r e  o n  t h e  B a y  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  l i k e  

it h a s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  r i v e r  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a n d  t h e r e  f o r  s h o u i d  

n o t  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  o f  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h e  p a r k s  

p e r s o n s  s t a t e d  t h a t  11 A A C . 1 2 . 3 4 0  (195 w a s  a d o p t e d  t o  

s a t i s f y  r e g u l a t i o n  n e e d s  o n  t h e  K e n a i  r i v e r .  I f e e l  t h a t  

a n y  ( C o m m e r c i a l )  a c t i v i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  t o  t h e  K B S P  is 

i n c i d e n t a l  ( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n  a  r o u g h  d a y  a h a l i b u t  c h a r t e r  

f i s h i n g  o f f  o f  G l a c i e r  S p i t )  a n d  s h o u l d  f a l l  u n d e r  

- o r d i n a r y -  u s e .  If P a r k s  w a n t s  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  p a r k  

u s e r s  h a v e  q u e s t i o n a i r e s  a v a i l a b l e  at t h e  H o m e r  c h a m b e r  of 

c o m m e r c e  o n  H o m e r  S p i t .  C u r r e n t l y  t h e  R a n g e r  in H o m e r  n o t  

o n l y  i s  n o t  o n  t h e  S p i t  b u t  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  o u t  of  t o w n .

T h e  e x a m p l e  of t h e  o v e r  b l o w n  S T I N G  t h a t  I r e c i e v e d  f o r  

t a k i n g  a f e w  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  p a r k  f o r  f r e e ,  s e e m s  t o  i n d i c a t e  

a f r a n t i c  n e e d  t o  s u b s t a n c i a t e  a n  e x i s t e n c e .  A n o t h e r  

p e r c e p t i o n  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  t h e  K e n a i  R a n g e r s  a r e  o v e r  s t a f f e d  

a n d  h a v e  a l o t  of e x t r a  c a s h .  T h e  s t i n g  c o s t  a p r o x i m a t l y  

# 2 0 , 0 0 ,  i n v o l v e d  a p r o x i m a t l y  4 0  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  9  of t h e  10 

R a n g e r s  f r o m  t h e  K e n a i  d i v i s i o n .

S i n c e r e l  yj

M a r i a n  T. B e c k
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Trails and Campsites 
in Halibut Cove AreaKachemak Bay
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Access to the Park

The park 's trails receive little maintenance and 
often climb over steep, rugged terrain. Routes may 
be hidden at times by fallen trees o r u ll grass. 
Exposed rocks and roots, and wet. boggy areas are 
common. Depending on Ihe mail taken, you may 
need to cross several glacial streams. Following!* 
a partial list of the park's trails. H iking times given 
are the m inimum needed by a person in good 
physical condition without a pack to hike the trail 
one way. For more Information, contact a stale 
park ranger in Homer or Halibut Cove Lagoon.

G rew ingk  G lacier ( 3 S  miles) 
R ating  • easy 

' H ik in g  T im e - 2 hour, 20 minutes
This Is an easy hike over flat terrain, through ’ 
stands of spruce and cottonwood and across the 
outwash of the Crewingk Clader. It offers superb 
views of the glacier and surrounding area. There 
Is a small cam pground about ten minutes from the 
trailhead, and another at Right Beach, a favontc 
water taxi drop-off point. Right Beach is accessible 
by land only from ihe nonh  and only at low tide. 
Rock calms'mark the trail across Ihe outwash of 
the glacier. Access to Ihe glacial ice is difficult and 
hazardou s due to the slide area on Ihe south and 
steep cliffs on the north. There is a stream near ihe 
junction of this trail and the Saddle Trail.

l. mj_ i. Sadd le  Trail (1 0  miles)
. 1^1 R ating - moderate 

H ik in g T im e  • 25 minutes 
This hike leads over Ihe saddle between Halibut 
Cove and the Crewingk G bcicr and is steep on 
Ihe Halibut Cove side. The Saddle Trail accesses 
the Alpine Ridge and Lagoon Trails and also con­
nects with the Crewingk Glacier Trail. No trans- 
pnrtanon is available irom Ihe trailhead to Glacier 
Spiior Halibut Cove unless vou have m ade prior 
arrangem ents It isnnt possible to hike Ihe beach 
Irom the trailhead to ihe Right Beach campsue due 
10 sleep cliffs. The Saddle Trail trailhead is a 
popular spot lo land boats during bad wcaihcr. 
hcasc res peel pnvaie properly near this trail

Access to the park is by boat or airplane, as there 
are no roads to the park. Air charters, water ta n  
services and boat rentals are available in Homer.

, A lp ine  R idge Trail (2.0 miles) t R a tin g  ■ moderate to difficult
! ^  > H ik in g T im e  -2  hour, 40 minutes to 
| DU AV loM L tiC N m te t above timberline 

This sleep hike begins at the high point on the 
Saddle Trail and follows a ridge up through spruce 
and alder stands to the alpine tundra and its m any 
wildflowers. Slippery vegetation may make fool­
ing difficult on steeper slopes. Once above nm bcr- 
line, Ihe views of Ihe Grewingk Glacier on one side 
and a deep glacial valley on the other are spectacu­
lar. Rock d im s  mark the alpine p an  of the trail, 
but picking out some landmarks will make it easier 
lo find Ihe end of the trail for the m p back dow n. 
Remember that alpine areas are extremely fragile; 
please practice m inimum impact camping.

Lagoon Trail (5 5  miles)
R ating  - moderate lo difficult 

H ik in g  T im e  • 5 hours 
From ihe junction with the Alpine Ridge Trail, the 
Lagoon Trail winds along Halibut Cove and passes 
through a wet, boggy area to the Halibut Creek 
Trailhead and delta. You may be able to ford the 
nvcr at the low tide line bul the waier c tn  be high, 
depending on the wealher. Pick up ihe trail again 
bv walking upsireim  (on the south side) about 200 
yards or walk around the della on the tide flats. A 
senes of steep switchbacks then leads through a 
spruce lorcsi up to w here the trail inicrsects Coat 
Rope Spur Trail at 1200 feet. The trail continues 
downhill and south, across Falls Creek and on to 
the end ol Ihe lagoon and the ranger sianon H ere 
you may take the stairs dow n to the stream w here 
a sign directs you to the China Poo: Lake Trail.

   Goat Rope S p u r  Trail (0 5  miles)
I K i h  i s  a .  R aling  - difficult 

O e jk A  e jry J  H ik in g  T im e - 2 hour
This is a short, sleep trail through alders lhal be- 
gm sal the highcsl poini on the Lagoon Trail It 
leads hikers u p  through a 'notch" and to the al­
pine areas where Ihe trail ends Take your camera 
tor pictures ol the view.

C2f rtf H  t-ocxailj,
J ) ^ C h r i a P o o t  Laksr f2-5 miles)

Vm. easy to moderate
V  H ik in g  T im e  -1  hour, 25 m in u la  

This trail begins at Halibut Cove Lagoon and 
passes three lakes beneath China Pool Peak. You 
reach Ihe first lake after 15 minutes of hiking 
uphill. The trail crosses the lake outlet stream just 
before reaching the lake and continues through 
forest and bog for 30 minutes to the second lake- 
Two Loon Lake. China Pool Lake is another 30 
m inutes away through more spruce and muskeg.

. g u  i L f  'o y  Pool P eak  (2 miles) 
j U 3 C a A &  R ating  - difficult

H ik in g  T im e  • 3 fo 4 hours roundtrip 
; This steep, slick, unmaintained route begins 

across the China Pool Lake inlet stream  bndge 
and heads up  lo timberline. C limbing the 2103 
foot peak is hazardous due to shifting scree and 
rotten rock. Hand and foot holds are poor at best 
and worse in wet wealher. Your efforts will be 
rewarded above timberline with superb views of 
Wosnesenski Glacier and Kachemak Bay.

^osn°esenslcT Trail (2 miles) 
R ating • easy to moderate 

H ik in g  T im e  - 2 hour, 25 minutes 
Begin this trail where it m ecu the China Poot 
Peak Trail, about 10 r.unutes after crossing ihe 
Inlet stream bndge at China Poot Lake. This fairly 
easy trail wsndsaloiig the shoreline of three lakes 
formed by a geologic fault. You will tmd a good 
camping area m a  stand of cottonw oods by the 
lake after about 25 minutes on the trail. Alter 
another 25 minutes of hiking, the trail climbs over 
a low saddle and drops down into the valley. Be 
careful if vou decide to cross the nvcrs while 
c tp lonng  Ihe valley. Glacial rivers vary in depth 
ind  current dcpcnom g on the weather, bul the 
water lev el is usually lower in catlv  summer and 
much higher in lulv and August. C hoose a sin**- 
moving, shallow spot to cross: w ater above thigh 
level is loo hazardous io cross. A pair ol tennis 
shoes will make crossine these lev n v rrs  easier




