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This bill would make names, addresses, license numbers, or any other 
personal identifying information appearing on a hunting or trapping 
document confidential. The act requires the removal of such identifiers 
from documents before release to the public.

ANALYSIS OP BlLLPROORAM EPPECTS

This bill provides benefits for conservative management of wildlife 
resources. A trapper, hunter, or guide would not be able to track 
another's take of game from department documents and direct effort to 
where other successful trappers or hunters have harvested game. If made 
into law, those who wanted names and addresses of those haresting game 
would not be able to get them without a court order.

Because a persons identity will be protected, we expect the accuracy of 
reported information to increase, especially location of kill.
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S B  516 w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in r e p s o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  
T r a p p e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  It w a s  t h e i r  n u m b e r  o n e  p r i o r i t y ,  a s  t h e y  d o  
n o t  w a n t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  t r a p p i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t y  known. 
First, b e c a u s e  t h e  r e p o r t s  w o u l d  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it w o u l d  p r e v e n t  
o t h e r s  f r o m  g o i n g  t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  h u n t i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g  l o c a t i o n  
t o  h u n t  o r  trap. S e c o n d l y ,  i t  w o u l d  h e l p  p r e v e n t  h u n t e r  
h a r r a s s m e n t  b y  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t  n o t  a p p r o v e  o f  h u n t i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  b i l l  s i n c e  it w o u l d  
a l s o  h e l p  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  h u n t e r s  a n d  t r a p p e r s  w o u l d  g i v e  a c c u r a t e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  take, w i t h  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 
c o n f i d e n t i a l .

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b i l l .

T H E  S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  CS ADDS: o n  P a g e  1, L i n e  27, o r  t h e  l o c a t i o n 
o f  t h e  t a k i n g .

A n d  on P a g e  two, l i n e  6, r e g a r d i n g  t r a p p i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
’’t r a p p i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  d o c u m e n t 11 i n c l u d e s  a r e p o r t  o r  r e c o r d

A n d  on P a g e  two, l i n e  9 a n d  a l l  o t h e r  t r a p p i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  h a r v e s t  
r e c o r d s



ALASKA TRAPPERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 82177 

Fairbanks. Alaska 99708
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F e b r u a r y  12, 1990

S e n a t o r  B e t t y  F a h r e n k a m p  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 3 0 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

T h e  t o p  p r i o r i t y  for l e g i s l a t i o n  for t h e  A l a s k a  T r a p p e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  is w h a t  h a s  b e c o m e  k n o w n  as t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  
b i ll. T h i s  w a s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  5, 1988, a n d  w a s  
t i t l e d  SB398. Y o u  p r o b a b l y  r e c a l l  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  o n e  of t h e  
c o - s p o n s o r s  a t  t h a t  time.

P e r h a p s  y o u  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t r a p p e r s  f i n d  
t h e m s e l v e s  in. By law, a t r a p p e r  m u s t  h a v e  b e a v e r ,  otter, 
lynx, w o l f  a n d  w o l v e r i n e  s e a l e d  b e f o r e  s e l l i n g  t h e  hides. 
T h i s  s e a l i n g  f o r m  is t h e n  o f t e n  r e l e a s e d  t o  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  
u p o n  r e g u e s t .  T r a p p e i s  feel l i k e  t h e  n e e d  t o  k n o w  c e r t a i n  
d a t a  f o r  g o o d  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  is va l i d ,  b u t  t h a t  r e l e a s i n g  
o u r  na m e s ,  a d d r e s s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  v a r i o u s  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is n o t  r e a l l y  l e g i t i m a t e .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  at t h i s  p o i n t  a b i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  to  be 
i n t r o d u c e d  as a c o m m i t t e e  bill. W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  h e l p  
in g e t t i n g  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e d .

D e a n  L. W i l s o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r m a n  
P hone: 4 7 9 - 4 3 6 9




