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h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  o r  t r a p p i n g

D A T E : M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 9  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

o b s t r u c t i o n  o r  h i n d r a n c e  o f  l a w f u l  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  o r  

t r a p p i n g .

H a r a s s m e n t  b y  a n t i - h u n t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

o c c u r s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  l o w e r  4 8  a n d  C a n a d a .  C u r r e n t l y  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 5  s t a t e s  h a v e  e n a c t e d  l a w s  p r o h i b i t i n g  h u n t e r  

h a r a s s m e n t .

A s  w a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ’s ,  h a r a s s m e n t  i s  

b e c o m i n g  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  a s  w e l l .  T h i s  p a s t  

O c t o b e r  t h e  1 9 8 9  S u b s i s t e n c e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  

R u r a l  A l a s k a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( R u r A l  C A P )  a n d  t h e  

A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s ,  f o c u s e d  o n  h u n t e r  h a r a s s m e n t  a s  

a  t h r e a t  t o  s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  A  s p e c i f i c  

i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h e  P r i b i l o f  I s l a n d s  d u r i n g  f u r  s e a l  

h a r v e s t s  w a s  c i t e d  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h a r a s s m e n t  t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  

a  w a y  o f  l i f e  f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  

c o n t i n u e .

S i m i l a r  b i l l s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 8 3 .  T w o  o f  t h o s e  b i l l s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  

b o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  i n  1 9 8 3  a n d  1 9 8 4  b u t  w e r e  v e t o e d ;  

h o w e v e r ,  c o n c e r n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  w e r e  r a i s e d  i n  p a s t  y e a r s  

h a v e  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  i n  S B  4 6 9 .

I  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t o  t a k e  p o s i t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  

p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  v a l u e d  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h u n t i n g ,  

f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  i n  A l a s k a  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 9 .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

J ^ i a t e  ^ C e g t s l a iu r a
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S B  4 6 9  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  h a r a s s m e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e s  i n  h u n t i n g  

f i s h i n g ,  o r  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  b y  i n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  u s e d  i 

h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d  t r a p p i n g .  S i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  v e t o e d  b y  G o v e r n o  

S h e f f i e l d  i n  1 9 8 3  a n d  1 9 8 4 ,  a n d  i n  1 9 8 6  a n d  1 9 8 8  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  f a i l e d  t o  p a s  

b o t h  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

A N A L Y S I S  O F  B I L L P F C G R A M  E F F E C T S

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  W i l d l i f  

C o n s e r v a t i o n .  W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  o f  a n t i - t r a p p i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  a d v o c a t e  j 

i n  A l a s k a ,  t h i s  l a w  c o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h o s e  l e g a l l y  

p u r s u i n g  c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e  o f  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  3 5  o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  s u c h  l a w s .

A M E N D M E N T S  P R O P O S E D

N o n e
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1 9 8 9  S u b s i s t e n c e

M ig r a t o r y  B i r d s  in  W e s t e r n  A la s k a

T h e  sop ic o t  m o r a t o r y  b ird s  w a s  the  fo c u s  o f  th e  n ex t s p e a k e r . J a c k  
I ' .  W i l l i a m s ,  S r .  o f  M e k o r v u k .  C h u c k  H u n t in te rp re te d  f o r  h im . A s  
M r . W i l l i a m s  w a s  g ro w  ing  up . th e re  w e re  v e r y  m a n y  d u c k s  a n d  g e e se . 
H e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  w a te r fo w  I s p o r t  h u n t in g  at th a t t im e , n o r  w e re  th e re  
sh o tg u n s . T h e y  u se d  b o w s  a n d  a r r o w s  w h e n  h u n t in g  w a te r fo w l.

T h e  W a te r fo w  l C o n s e r v a t io n  C o m m is s io n , c h a ir e d  by  M r . W i l l i a m s ,  
o r ig in a te d  in  1 9 8 4 . T h e  m a in  p u rp o s e  o f  th e  W C C  is to  w o r k  w ith  the  
U S F W S  and  o th e rs  to  h e lp  p e o p le  in  th e  v i l la g e s  o f  the Y - K  D e lt a  d e a l 
w ith  the is su e  o f  w a te r fo w l p o p u la t io n  d e c lin e s .

A n im a l  R ig h t s  G r o u p s  T h r e a t e n  S u b s i s t e n c e  L i f e s t y le s

T h e  p a n e l o n  " T h re a t s  to  O u r  W a y  o f  L i f e  - T h e  A n im a l R ig h ts  
A g e n d a "  w a s  n e x t . L a r r y  M e r c u l ie f f .  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  th e  A la s k a  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t , a n d  D a v g  
M on tu re  o f  In d ig e n o u s  S u r v iv a l In te rn a t io n a l in  C a n a d a  w e re  th e  
sp e a k e rs .

M r . M e r c u l ie f f  s h o w e d  a  v id e o  d e p ic t in g  a n im a l r ig h ts  p ro te c t io n is ts  
h a ra s s in g  N a t iv e s  o n  th e  P r i b i l o f  Is la n d s , b e c au se  o f  th e ir u se  o f  f u r  
s e a L  f o r  s u b s is te n c e . H is  fo c u s  w a s  o n  s tra te g ie s  a n d  ta c tic s  u sed  b y  
the a n im a l r ig h ts  g r o u p s , th e i r  e f fe c t  o n  a b o r ig in a l p e o p le , a n d  w h a t 
c an  be  d o n e  a b o u t it . " W h a t  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  P r ib i lo f s  a re  e x a c t ly  th e  
sam e  th ings th a t w i l l  b e  fo c u s e d  o n  th ro u g h o u t A la s k a , th ro u g h o u t th e  
e n t i re  N o r th e rn  H e m is p h e re , a n d  th ro u g h o u t the w h o le  w o r ld . "  d u e  to  
th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  a n im a l r ig h ts  g ro u p s .

D a v e  M o n tu re  d e s c r ib e d  in d ig e n o u s  S u r v iv a l In te rn a t io n a l as  an  
o rg a n iz a t io n  b o m  in  19 8 4  as a  d ire c t  re s u lt  o f  th e  D en e  p e o p le  in 
C a n a d a 's  N o r th w e s t  T e r r i t o r ie s  b e c o m in g  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t a new- 
w a v e  o f  a " c o lo n i a l  a tt itu d e  f r o m  the  S o u th ,"  - -  p e o p le  o rg a n iz in g  w ith  
t rem e n d ou s  re s o u rc e s  in  a m a n n e r  w h ic h  w o u ld  p ro v e  to  b e  a  g rea t 
th re a t to  D e n e  p la n s  f o r  s e lf -d e t e rm in a t io n  an d  la n d  c la im  se t t lem en ts  
in th e  N o r th w e s t T e r r i t o r ie s .

" W e ' r e  n o t d e a lin g  w ith  p e o p le  w ith  the s a m e  sen se  o f  e th ic s  o r  
fa i rn e s s , b u t w e 're  d e a lin g  w ith  p e o p le  w ith  a n e w  z e a l, a  new  r e lig io n  
fo r u r b a n  W e s te rn  m a n ."  M o n tu r e s a id . IS I -C a n a d a  h a s  jo in e d  w ith  the 
B r it is h  M u s e u m  to  p ro d u c e  " T h e  L iv in g  A r c t i c . "  a h ig h ly  s u c c e s s fu l 
m a jo r e x h ib i t i o n  in  L o n d o n . E n g la n d  d e s ig n e d  to e d u c a te  th e  p u b lic  o n  
a b o r ig in a l l i fe s t y le s .

I n  C o n c lu s io n

T h e  a f t e rn o o n  s e s s io n  c o m m e n c e d  w ith  w o rk s h o p s  o n  “ M a r in e  
M a m m a ls . "  " T i t le  V I I I  o f  A N IL C A . "  a n d  th e  “ A n im a l R ig h ts  
M o v e m e n t ."  T h e  fa c i l i t a to r s  o f  th ese  s e s s io n s  re p o r te d  b a c k  to  the 
g e n e ra l a s s e m b ly  f o l lo w in g  th e  w o rk s h o p s .

T h e  A r . im a l R ig h t s  M o v e m e n t  w o rk s h o p  p a r t ic ip a n ts  f i r s t  v ie w e d  a 
f i lm  o n  s t ra te g ie s  a n d  the la c k  o f  e th ic s  in  the a n im a l r ig h ts  c o m m u n ity , 
s p e c i f ic a l ly  in  th e  N a t iv e  s e a l c am p a ig n . It w a s  c o n c lu d e d  th at a n im a l 
r ig h ts  g r o u p s  p o s e  a  l i fe - th re a te n in g  s itu a t io n  to  o u r  p e o p le , n o t o n ly  
in  th e i r  m e th o d s  o f  f i r e -b o m b s , bu t in a c tu a l c a s e s  o f  te e n a g e rs  
c o m m it t in g  s u ic id e  in  c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  sea l s u b s is te n c e  is b e in g  cu t 
o f f .  th e re b y  d r a s t ic a l ly  a lt e r in g  t r a d it io n a l l i f e s t y le s .

T h e  M a r in e  M a m m a ls  w o rk s h o p  ad d re s s e d  th e  f iv e  s p e c ie s  o f  s e a ls  
in  A la s k a ,  sea  o t te r , w a lru s , b e lu g a  w h a le , a n d  p o la r  b e a r . T h e  
p a r t ic ip a n ts  le a rn e d  that th e re  a re  9 0 0 .0 0 0  fu r  s e a ls  t o d a y , a n d  the 
p o p u la t io n  m a y  h a v e  le v e le d  o f f .  T h e  F ish  &  W i ld l i f e  p r o g ra m  o n  
w a lru s  in c lu d e s  a m a n a g em en t p la n  f o r  w a lru s , m o n i t o r in g  p o p u la t io n s , 
m o n i t o r in g  h a rv e s t , a n d  h ab ita t p ro te c t io n .

T h e  A la s k a  S e a  O t te r  C o m m is s io n  w as fo rm e d  in  1 9 8 8 . T h e  
C o m m is s io n  is  v e r y  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t a  p ro p o s e d  ru le  b y  th e  F is h  &. 
W i ld l i f e  S e rv ic e  to  re s tr ic t c o t ta g e  in d u s try  p ra c t ic e s  in v o lv in g  sea 
o t t e r  b y  A la s k a  N a t iv e s . T h e  C o m m is s io n  h a s  re c e n t ly  in it ia te d  a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  A g re e m e n t  w ith  F W S  w h ic h ,  a lo n g  w i th  a 
M a n a g e m e n t  P la n , w o u ld  a d d re s s  p ro b le m s  F W S  is  t r y in g  to  a n sw e r  
in  its p r o p o s e d  ru le .

Photo, Oy 0 »»kJ Haroonbetgh

p a j je  S

Dare Mom ore o f ISI-Canada deft) led a workshop on the threats that animal rights groups 
are posing to suhsistem e lifestyles. RurAL CAP attorney Erie Smith f below> e\plaining how 
ullages ran write their own lish and game regulations.

Co-Spon so red  by R u rA L  C A P  and AKN



M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k

F R O M :  E d  G r o s s e r ,  D i r e c t o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

R E :  S 3  4 6 9  H u n t e r  H a r a s s m e n t

DATS: M a rch  1 3 ,  1 9 SO

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  h a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o t e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  e n g a g e d  

i n  l a w f u l  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  f r o m  u n d u e  

h a r a s s m e n t  b y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  b e l i e v e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  b a n n e d .

T h e r e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k s  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  n a t i o n w i d e .  

T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  i n  e v i d e n c e  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  p a s t  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e g a l  h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  d e n i e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  

S h e f f i e l d ,  w h o  v e t o e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i c h  v c u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  v i t a l  g o a l .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  N a t i v e  p e o p l e s  i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  

w e r e  h a r a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a r v e s t  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  

w h i c h  t h e y  d e p e n d  u p o n  f o r  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  i n c r e a s e  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  

t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  b e c o m e  b o l d e r  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

p h y s i c a l l y  h a r a s s  o r  p r e v e n t  l e g a l  h a r v e s t s  f r o m  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

T h e  p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b l a t a n t  a t t e m p t s  o f  

a n t i - h u n t e r s  f o r  l a w f u l  o u t d o o r s m e n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i f  

w e  d o  n o t h i n g .  W e  f e e l  S B  4 6 9  i s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

d i r e c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  

w i l d l i f e  h a r v e s t s .  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n  i t  w i l l  g o  a l o n g  w a y  

t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  a n y  f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  u s e r  

g r o u p s  a n d  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  A m e r i c a ' s  o u t d o o r  h e r i t a g e .

A ffilia ted  w ith N a tio n a l R ille  A s so c ia t io n



ESKIMO WALRUS COMMISSION 
P.O. Box 940 

Nome, Alaska 99762

March 13, 1990

Senator Steve Frank 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

FAX # 463-3378

Dear senator Frank:

The Eskimo Walrus Commission is supporting Senate Bill 469

.tor adoption by the State Legislature.

We believe that adopting this Senate Bill would not

infringe on those people that have a legitimate right to hunt,

trap and fish.

Sincerely/
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Pho lo  by David  Hardenbergh
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E g a n  C o n v e n t io n  C e n te r .  A n c h o r a g e



MEMORANDUM

D A T E :  M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 0

T O :  S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k

F R O M :  E d  G r a s s e r ,  D i r e c t o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  

R E :  S B  4 6 9  H u n t e r  H a r a s s m e n t

T h e  A l a s k a  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  h a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o t e c t  i n d i v i d u a l s  e n g a g e d  

i n  l a w f u l  h a r v e s t i n g  c f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  f r o m  u n d u e  

h a r a s s m e n t  b y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  b e l i e v e  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  s h o u l d  

b e  b a n n e d .

T h e r e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n c i d e n t s  o f  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k s  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  n a t i o n w i d e .  

T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  i n  e v i d e n c e  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  p a s t  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e g a l  h a r v e s t  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  d e n i e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  

S h e f f i e l d ,  w h o  v e t o e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  p i e c e s  c f  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  v i t a l  g o a l .

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  N a t i v e  p e o p l e s  i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  

w e r e  h a r a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a r v e s t  m a r i n e  m a m m a l s  

w h i c h  t h e y  d e p e n d  u p o n  f o r  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  n o  i o u b t  i n c r e a s e  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  o p p o s e d  t o  

t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  b e c o m e  b o l d e r  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

p h y s i c a l l y  h a r a s s  o r  p r e v e n t  l e g a l  h a r v e s t s  f r o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e .

T h e  p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b l a t a n t  a t t e m p t s  o f  

a n t i - h u n t e r s  f . r  l a w f u l  o u t d o o r s m e n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w  i f  

w e  d o  n o t h i n g .  W e  f e e l  S B  4 6 9  i s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  

d i r e c t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  p e r s o n s  l e g a l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  

w i l d l i f e  h a r v e s t s .  I n  o u r  o p i n i o n  i t  w i l l  g o  a l o n g  w a y  

t o w a r d  s o l v i n g  a n y  f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  u s e r  

g r o u p s  a n d  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  A m e r i c a ’s o u t d o o r  h e r i t a g e .

A ffilia ted  w ild  N a tio n a l R ilie  A s so c ia tio n



E S K I M O  W A L R U S  C O M M I S S I O N  

P . O .  B O X  9 4 8  

N o m e /  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2

16=57 RUSAL CAP ANCH

M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 9 0

S e n a t o r  S t e v e  F r a n k  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

F A X  # 4 6 3 - 3 3 7 8

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F r a n k :

T h e  E s k i m o  W a l r u s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 6 9

f o r  a d o p t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a d o p t i n g  t h i s  S e n a t e  B i l l  w o u l d  n o t

i n f r i n g e  o n  t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e  a  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t  t o  h u n t ,

t r a p  a n d  f i s h .

S incerely/




