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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n .  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C<

F R O M :  Se n .  D i c k  Eliason,

D A T E :  Fe b .  7, 1 9 9 0

RE: S B  403, A n  a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  S t a n  P r i c e  S t a t e  W i l d l i f e  
S a n c t u a r y .

S B  4 0 3  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  i t s  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r r a l ,  

t h e  S e n a t e  C & R A  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  i s  n o w  i n  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s .  I t  
is a  s i m p l e  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d  b i l l  w h i c h  d e s i g n a t e s  l e s s  t h a n  
o n e  s q u a r e  m i l e  o f  t i d e  a n d  s u b m e r g e d  l a n d s  a r o u n d  P a c k  C r e e k  
o n  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  a s  a w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e .

T h e  u p l a n d  a r e a  a t  P a c k  C r e e k ,  w h i c h  is a f a m o u s  b r o w n  b e a r  
c o n g r e g a t i n g  a n d  f e e d i n g  a r e a ,  is p a r t  o f  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  
N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t .  T h u s ,  a j o i n t  m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  is i n  
p l a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  u p l a n d s  a n d  
t i d e l a n d s  o f  P a c k  C r e e k  t o g e t h e r .  P a s s a g e  o f  S B  4 0 3  w i l l  
s t r e a m l i n e  t h i s  j o i n t  m a n a g e m e n t  a s  i t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  B o a r d s  
o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  t o  r e g u l a t e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  c o n s u m p t i v e  u s e s  o f  
t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t h e r e  ( h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i s h i n g ) , b u t  a l s o  
t h e  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  a c c e s s  f o r  v i e w i n g  a n d  
p h o t o g r a p h y ,  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h u m a n / b e a r  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  so on.

B a c k - u p  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  m a p s ,  a n d  f i s c a l  n o t e s  f o r  S B  403 a r e  
a t t a c h e d .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
m y  o f f i c e .  I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  o f  S B  
403 f o r  a R e s o u r c e s  h e a r i n g  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .



F E B  2 8 1990

February 23, 1990

Senator Bettye M. Fahrenkamp 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99311

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

The Territorial Sportsmen support SB 403, “An Act establishing the Stan 
Price State Wildlife Sanctuary" Pack Creek is one of the three best brown 
bear viewing areas in the world. We very much want to see this situation 
continue, and sanctuary status will help insure that.

The problem at Pack Creek is the number of people. The number of visitors 
has dramatically increased there in the 1980‘s, and some means of 
controlling access is essential. Sanctuary status will give the Alaska Board 
of Game, in consultation with the public, the authority to establish 
reasonable regulations for visiting the area.

We strongly support this bill and would appreciate your scheduling and 
supporting SB 403 through the legislative process. Thank you for your 
consideration.

President

cc: Senator R. Eliason 
Senator J. Duncan 
Representative Ulmer 
Representative Hudson

Territorial Sportsmen, Inc., P .O . Box 761, Juneau, Alaska 99802



B e a r M a n  o f  A d m ir a lty  D ie s  a t A g e  90
JU N EA U , Alaska <APj —  Adm i­

ralty Is land ’s Stan Price, the longtime 
“ bear man o f Pack C reek.”  has died. 
He was 90 .

P rice , who lived fo r -0  years along 
the shores o f  Pack Creek on the is ­
land’ s northeast side, was renowned 
for his relationship with brown bears 
that ioomed the creek, and he became 
a sym bol o f  peaceful coexistence be­
tween humans and the huge animals.

Thousands o f  people visited the 
area about 3 0  miles south o f Juneau to 
sec brown bears in the wild. But Price 
h im se lf also was an attraction —  a 
small, white-haired man who casually 
strolled among the fear some-loo king 
bruins with nothing more than a walk­
ing stick fo r protection.

Price died Tuesday at the home o f  
his great-ncphcw, Gary Lingle o f  
Juneau, where he had been living 
since October. He suffered from can­
cer.

A native o f  Missouri Price arrived 
in soutfieasl A laska in 1927 in a sail­
boat he had built in Seattle. In 1928, 
he set up a mining and logging opera­
tion at Windhain Bay not far from 
Pack C reek. He also worked as a 
mechanic, fisherman and fox farmer.

L ing le , who moved to Jtmeau in 
1970 from  Portland. O re., was a regu­
lar v is ito r to Pack Creek to see his

great-unclc. He said he ixwghl a plane 
and learned to fly so  he could supply 
l*ricc with fresh food and mail. D u r­
ing the summer, L ing le would fly  ou l 
twice a week with supplies and help 
with firewood and o ther chores asso­
ciated with cabin life.

Price was married tw ice. Edna, his 
wife o f  50 years, died o f  cancer in 
1973. In 1975 he married Esther, an 
o ld  childhood friend. She is s till living 
but suffers from A lzheim er’ s disease 
and lives with a daughter in Arkansas. 
I.ing lc said.

In  the 20 years that he regularty 
visited his great-unclc. L ing le said, he 
always felt safe walking w tlli Price 
because o f the special relationship he 
had with the Pack C reek bears.

"H e  (Price) always said i f  you ’ re 
friends with the bears, the bears w ill 
be friends with you .”  L ing le said. 
“ He had a mutual respect with (lie 
bears and the proof is that he lived 
there for 40 years with o n ly  one inci­
dent.”

That incident occurred on  a narrow 
path between Price's woodshed and 
his house on the beach Price and a 
brown bear sumriscd each od>cr and a 
face o f f  began with neither backing 
down. The big brownie fin a lly  swat­
ted Price, breaking his co llarbone. It 
was the only time he was hurt by a

bear, Lingle said.
Despite living in close quarters 

with some 25  brown bears that roam 
the Pack Creek drainage, Price never 
earned a rifle . A quick bop on the 
nose with Jus walking stick was usual­
ly  sufficient i f  a bear got testy.

As word o f  Price’ s special relation­
ship with die bears spread, films, tele­
vision shows and magazines began 
spreading his story. During the 1980s. 
the number o f  visitors to Pack Creek 
increased dramatically.

In 1987. the U .S . Forest Service 
and the Alaska Department o f Fish 
and Game began to restrict visitation 
in the area and the Pack Creek Coop­
erative Management area was set up. 
V isitor permits now arc required and 
an armed guard is provided during the 
summer months.

Lingie said these restrictions ran­
kled Price.

" I t  won’ t be the same without Stan 
out there." Lingle said “ They (the 
Forest Service) had an v»|iportunily to 
include him in their plans but instead 
they did everything they could to 
alienate and isolate him .”

Juneau w ild life filmmaker and 
Alaska Board o f  Game member Joel 
Bennett knew Price fo r  21 years. He 
credits Price with helping to lead him 
in a career io film . In  fact, Price was

featured in a Turner Broadcasting 
special last year filmed by Bennett.

"H e  had a gentleness and a special 
way o f communicating with the 
bears.”  Bennett said. “ He didn’ t sub­
scribe to the theory that they were 
marauding killers lurking behind ev- 
c ty  tree."

Bennett was also a frequent visitor 
to  Pack Creek to film  Price and his 
bears. He said Price would walk to 
within six o r eight lect o f  the animals 
and talk to them.

Price also had an affinity with other 
animals. Bennett filmed deer sur­
rounding Price’ s cabin and actually 
com ing inside to eat.

“ Stan loved a ll creatures. He’ s 
m ost well known for the bears o f 
course but he had a similar reverence 
w ith a ll other life forms,”  Benoctt 
said.

Visitation to Pack Creek will prob­
ably drop o f f  since people came there 
as much to see Price as the bears. 
Bennett said.

“ This is the passing o f a grand old 
man that represents a unique part o f 
the heritage o f A laska ." Bennett said. 
“ H is legacy is that people can coexist 
w ith w ild life peacefully i f  we try. He 
taught that by example.”



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE PROPOSED STAN PRICE STATE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
W here would the proposed Stan Price State W ild life  Sanctuary be located?
The sanctuary w ou ld  occupy a small portion o f  Admiralty Is land  in the Seymour Canal 
area. It would inc lude the Pack C reek tidelands and immediately adjacent state waters.

W hat is the key a ttrac tion  at the proposed sanctuary?
Brown bear sows and cubs congregate along Pack Creek during summer fish runs. Because 
o f their long association with Price, and because visitors le a ve  them alone, some o f the 
bears fish while p eop le  are present. Bears sometimes approach the viewing sand spit quite 
closely, and there a re  o ften good photo opportunities.

How big would the proposed sanctuary be?
The sanctuary w ou ld  encompass 613 acres-slightly less than one square m ile. It would 
include only state tidelands and adjacent state waters. Tongass National Forest lands 
would not be inc luded . A ll o f the area commonly used by P ack  C reek bears fo r fishing 
would either be p a r t  o f  the sanctuary o r in the National M onument.

W hy is this sanctuary im portan t?
Human visitation in  the area increased rapid ly in the 1980’s. T h e re  were over 500 visitors 
in Ju ly and August, 1989. The state manages the Pack C reek tidelands on which the bears 
fish. The Board o f  Game can currently regulate only hunting and trapping in this area. 
Sanctuary status w ou ld  give the Board  authority to regulate a ll human uses, including 
visitation. The D epartm en t c f Fish and Game would en fo rce  these regulations with 
existing personnel w ho are stationed on-site during the summer.

I f  this area were to  become a w ild life sanctuary would it au tom atica lly  be closed to 
hunting?
No. Hunting in state sanctuaries is regulated by the A laska B oa rd  o f Game. The Pack 
C reek area has b een  closed to brown bear hunting since b e fo re  statehood. L ittle  o r no 
hunting o f any k ind  takes place within the proposed sanctuary. The Department o f  Fish 
and Game has no p lans to recommend closure o f this area fo r  any other kind o f  hunting. 
Any proposed changes in the hunting regulations are publicly noticed by the Board  before 
they take action.



STAN PR IC E  STATE W IL D L IF E  SANCTUARY Q & A 
Page 2

This portion o f the Adm ira lty Is land N ationa l Monument is managed as a wilderness area. 
W ou ld  this legislation change the willderness character o f the a rea?
No. The area is currently managed under a cooperative agreement between the A laska 
Department o f Fish and Gam e and the U S D A  Forest Service. V isitation on Forest Service 
lands in this area is managed by a perm it system. Management o f the area as a w ild life 
sanctuary would enhance this unique state-federa l management system, and help insure its 
wilderness character.

W hy name this a rea a fte r Stan Price?
Stan Price was a c o lo r fu l southeast A laska resident who developed a world-w ide reputation 
fo r his peaceful re lationship with bears. Price loved the bears and gave lectures around the 
United States on P ack  C reek bears. Price lived in the area from  about 1955 until the time 
o f  his death in 1989.

Are there other state sanctuaries in A laska?
There are currently two: W alrus Islands in B risto l Bay and M cNeil R iv e r on the A laska 
Peninsula. Both a re  famous around the w orld  fo r  opportunities to see walrus and brown 
bears. Most pictures o f brown bears fishing in streams come from  M cNeil R iver. The 
proposed state sanctuary would be the first in southeast A laska.

W ou ld  management o f  this sanctuary be s im ila r to McNeil rive r?
In  general, yes. T h e  area would be prim arily managed fo r bears and to give peop le an 
opportunity to view bears in a near-natura l setting. Management regulations would 
ultimately be determ ined by the Board o f Game. Visitors to  M cNeil R ive r must first 
obtain a drawing perm it. V isitors to Pack C reek must also obtain a perm it, but the number 
o f  permits is not cu rren tly lim ited. However, i f  visitation becomes excessive, a drawing 
perm it system might be instituted on the sanctuary.

W ou ld  access to im po rtan t m inera l deposits o r other resources be lost in this sanctuary?
The proposed sanctuary is extremely sm a ll-6 1 3  acres. None o f  it is above water at a 19 
foot tide. It is surrounded by a federa l wilderness area. Any opportunities that might be 
lost in this designation would be m inor.



SENT BY:CHATHAM AREA ; 2- 2-90 2:02PM ; 9077475208-* CCITT u

United States Forest Region 10 Chatham Area
Department of Service Tongasa National Forest 204 Siginaka Way
Agriculture Sitka, Alaska 99835    i M - L M r & n .  . .

Reply To: 1510-7

Date: February 2, 1990

Honorable Richard Eliason 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811 
Attn: Mary McDowell

Dear Senator Eliason:

Senate Bill 403 was recently introduoed for consideration. The bill would 
establish the Stan Price State Wildlife Sanctuary on State land at Paok Creek 
on Admiralty Island. Per discussion between your staff and the Admiralty 
Island National Monument Manger, I would submit the following as the Forest 
Service’s statement concerning the proposed legislation.

The Alaska Dept, of Fish end Game (ADF&G) and Admiralty Island National 
Monument, Chatham Area, Tongass National Forest, have been cooperating in the 
management of Pack Creek for b number of years. Since 1987 we have completed 
two joint planning effbrts, resulting in effective management guidelines for 
the area. In May, 1 9 8 8 , the Pack Creek Cooperative Management Area was 
established to provide a unique recreational opportunity for visitors while 
protecting both the bears and their habitat.

The Forest Service, as well as the State of Alaska,, have had a long 
relationship with Stan Price. His longevity, relationship with the bears, and 
popularity with visitors at Pack Creek made him a memorable individual. I 
believe the naming of the State Sanctuary would be an appropriate way of 
recognizing Stan.

Enactment of this legislation will allow for the continued cooperative 
management between the ADF&G and the Forest Service of an extremely ircportant 
area; while memorializing a significant Alaskan citizen.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill.

Sincerely,

GARY A.' MORRISON 
Forest Supervisor

oo:
ADF&G
ANM
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(out o f use)
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Camp in sites marked

Refer to USGS map: Sitka D-l Quad
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S5 f n i r M M M©ElftmTMIENV OF NATHJRAfl, R ESO U R CES
O F F IC E  O F  T H E  CO M M ISSIO N ER

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 4r ±7400

F e b r u a r y  5, 1990

The H o n o r a b l e  A1 Adams 
Chair, C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  

A f f a i r s  C o m m ittee 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99311

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Adams:

S u b j e c t : Senate Bill 403 w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  the Stan P r i c e  State
W i l d l i f e  Sa nctuary on state tide a n d  s u b m e r g e d  land.

P o s i t i o n : D N R  supports this legislation.

B a c k g r o u n d : Thi-s l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i o n
for b r o w n  bears and other fish and wildlife. The legisl a t i o n  
affects tide and s u b m e r g e d  la nd a l r eady  m a n a g e d  b y  the U.S.
Forest S e r v ice and the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game t h r o u g h  a 
c o o p e r a t i v e  agreement f r o m  this department. We feel that the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of this s a n c t u a r y  is in the p u b l i c ' s  interest. The 
u p lands are m a n a g e d  by the U.S. F ores t S e rv ice a n d  are d e s i g n a t e d  
w i l d e r n e s s .

To e n s u r e  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  other e s t a b l i s h e d  s a n c t u a r i e s  (Walrus 
Island State Game S a n c t u a r y  a n d  M c N e i l  R i v e r  State Gam e 
Sanctuary) and to c l arify m a n a g e m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  b e t w e e n  
F i s h  and Game and DNR, the f o l l o w i n g  lang uage s h o u l d  b e  added:

A p p l i c a b i l i t y  of o t h e r  laws. The p r o v i s i o n s  of 
AS 13.20.130- 140 r e l a t i n g  to administration*  m u l t i p l e  use 
a nd sale and lease apply also to the Stan P r i c e  State 
W i l d l i f e  Sanctuary.

This lan guage is i n c l u d e d  in the McNeil R i v e r  State Game 
S a n c t u a r y  statute (Sec. 16.20.170)

1 0 U 9 L H



S e n a t o r  A d am s -  2 - F e b r u a r y  5., 1 9 9 0
It is a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  b e  n a m e d  a f t e r  M r .  P r i c e ,  

t h e  l o n g - t e r m  A l a s k a n  w h o  i n h a b i t e d  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  s o  m a n y  y e a r s  

a n d  h a d  a d e e p  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  P l e a s e  

c o n t a c t  m e  o r  m y  s t a f f  i f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  

m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

cc: B i l l  S p o n s o r

C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

B o b  E v a n s ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

D e n b y  L l o y d ,  S p e c i a l  S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

G a r y  G u s t a f s o n ,  D i r e c t o r

D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
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Pack Creek Safely Bear Viewing
I’,11 k Creek Immis .in ' habilitated In hitmans. lu ll 

II117 aren't l. im i' A lew lie,in. have tasted hm ii.in 
(■mil .m il w ill iM ililly , ip |iiu ,u b  yim  111 m m iiIi nl 
m ine. W liile  they may seem unaggiessive. use 
Mime com mon sense Follow these |iie t, ii i l ii in s :

•  leave your food behind.
A Im ike l i  .11 lie  is provided ne.ir l l ie  south sand 

spil (see I’.ick Creek Map). Do not ra rry food in 
your park. Never feed any liear nr leave any park 
unallended. Intentionally leaving food unattended 
and accessible to (rears is ,1 v io la tion o f Alaska law. 
Even pai ks w ith  no (ood in them are attractive to 
curious liears.

•  Stay near the v iew ing sand spit.
M oving in to  the meadow herds the I rears out of 

photo range for olher visitors. Bears w ill approach 
the view ing spil i l  you have patient e. Use a tele­
photo lens for closeup shots. Bears may a llow  you 
to approach closely hut w ill show their displeasure 
through subtle signs nut easily recogni/ed try most 
visilnts. If you are ton 1 lose, you leave no room lor 
error and you are inv iting ,1 charge.

•  Camp on ly  in designated sites.
The liest camps are 011 W indfa ll Island. No 

cam ping is allowed near the estuary or food cache.

Pack Creek, Swan Cove and Windfall Harbor

For fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n
Admiralty National Monuroent 
84bS Old Dairy Road 
funeau, AK 9980!
Phone: <9071 789-1111

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Phr-te: Juneau (907) 465-426S 

Sitka (907) 747-S449

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

PRf PARED BY 
Forest ,
Service

Alaska Region Leaflet No. RIQ-RG-ll!
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Swan Cove and W indfall Harbor
These largo bays have extensive lid rlla ts  w ith  

good fxipulations o f lirosvn hear, few hum an visitors, 
and no facilities. Bears are most abundant in  |u ly  
and August, and to a lesser extent in  lone  and 

-Seiib'inlier. Ihese svilil liears are iin a it  u s ln iii ix l in  
humans and should I * liea le il w ith  resjie i I (si*e 
BEAR SAM IV st t m int liu .u  am Inn nil's a ie  | missi 
hie in i i i i aieas initn ill it m i Hit- i i i .i | i tun in u s u lt 
the {mu an aiea-l-ile I ililes lot tin* Inn ing an il height 
tit lugti an il tow titles anil xslieit going as ltlifti 
rememlN’i 'hat large tnl.il sanatiiiiis  on sliidlovv Ittli * 
llals ia n  easily slraiul a lu ial usliu ie W indta ll 
I I . i i Ihu has a lltrtH*sided shelter to (a m p  near and 
a good sue is shown tin Swan l  ine  O ther sites ate 
in .u l.ilile  on Swan M .in il Always keep a i lean i am p 
and hang food high at night.

Pack Creek .
I’.u k  C'teek lias Im t ii (los|t(| to hear hunlrng 

sinte the m id  l ' l t l ls  and seser.il liears are liah ilu - 
.tied to the pre.ente ot humans l l ie  iip p n tlu n ity  to 
s.xt hears is lugh uei.tilse o l tins hut some ot the 
liears have oht.uneil lu iinan lim it and liavti Inst the ir 
fear ill humans. Ilus is a d.uigeious situation that 
warrants s|u-iial pre iau liu iis  Isee PACK CREEK 
SAFETVI. A Boathouse near the estuary has been 
m u ip ic d  try Stan P ine  suue tile  late W ill's . A lew 
Immis allow flin t to appru.u lt t Insely, in ti you s ltu tild  
use some iiim in u n  sense and keep your distance. 
Hears haw  destroyed boats tell on the Ite .tth  and 
daypatks left in the meadow and on the v iew ing  
spit, and there have lieen several dangerous inc i ­
dents involving visitors w ho appro ,tilt lo o  r lose.

Management
The W indfall, P.uk Creek, Swan Cove and Swan 

Island area is managed as part o l the Admiralty 
National Monument and is ad iiiin is lc ied  liy  the 
USDA Finest Service. I lie  Alaska Department o f Tislt 
am i (i.ttiu* has loosdit Inin over tin1 Immis and lio th  
agent ies cou|>or.itr ut maitaging the .(tea lor its 
wilderness values anil non i iu isou i|itive  uses, til 
t 't ll- l the -Mask,i Hu,ml ol (fam e esleoded the 
lun iiida iii-s ot the oogutal P.uk ( teek lie.u le loge 
ti l mi lode liii* entile  area shown on the map til 
Seviiuuii t anal

Map of Seymour Canal '«
(Swan Cove, Pat k Creek, 
and W indfa ll I l.irluu)

Anchornge: ®

C am p  in s ites m arked -*•

Refer to USCiS maps:
Sitka D-1 & D-2
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Bear Safely

Whenever in iMMr country you shoo 'd  act 
responsibly w ith  f ix x l and respect the te rrito ria l 
nature o l Immc.

•  Keep your distance.
It lakes ex|X’i ie iu p  to  know  how  close you can 

ccnne to a lie.it, and the Itcst advice is to slay h .uk  
at le.wi 100 feel Staving out in  the o |)cn where the 
liear tan  i le.trly see you is advisable1. It is not wise 
to wander up a salmon i reck w hen1 the noise o f 
water ami tree Iove r sireens your a p p ro jth  am i 
stupiises a Immc Il'M ts sometimes cu iiim on ic  a le to 
o llie i animals an il to lu iiti.in s  through body |toslor(‘.

Standing in p ro file  to you, head 
lowered, and "passively" looking 
toward the distance may Ik* the 
boar's way o f s ltow ing you his s ire, 
a po lite  way o f te lling  you to move 
ou t o l Itts s|M ie. Aggression is sig­
naled liy  teeth t halter, ha ir raised 
on the hump am i hack, and ears la id  
li.tc k along the sides o f the he.nl.

Standing erect on b ind  legs is 
usually not an aggressive posture. 
W hen the Itear's head and nose ate 
raised With ears forw aid , the an im al 
may on ly  he try ing to  iden tify  
human noises and smells.

•  Keep a clean camp.
No site, ow n  those on small islands, is safe from  

a IMMr visit. Set the tent up w e ll away Ircmt the 
cooking atea and do not take food near it. Thor­
oughly hum  all food scraps and refuse to  remove 
smells and pat k out whatever remains. People w ho  
use the site alter you w ill appreciate you not 
burying or leaving anything Iw h ind  that w i l l  attract 
bears in to their camp. Hang food 12 feet above the 
ground when not in  use. Remember, in te n tio n a lly  
leaving food unattended and accessible to  bears is 
considered feeding and is a v io la tio n  o f Alaska 
law. Be sure to drown your campfire. M any sites are 
destroyed liy camplites that |K 'ople thought "couldn't 
possibly spread."




