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ALASKA MINERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

501 W Northern Lights Bivd., Suite 203, Anchorage, AK 99503 (907) 276-0347

January 19, 1989

Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairwoman JAN "5 1989
Natural Resources

. Box V
eau, Ak. 99811

RE:  SB 40 "An Act creating the Resource Development Dispute
Resolution Task Force; and providing for an effective date"

Dear Senator;

The bill on the surface appears to be an attempt to help new
industrial projects get started and to mitigate all problems with
a_ "Citizens Advisory Committee." Initially the idea sounds good
simply because the public is involved from the beginning and a
Potentlal developer need go thru the process only once in order
0 get the project going. Other projects have used this approach
successfully thereby saving time and money.

However, we are suspicious and therefore opposed to the bill for
two reasons: 1)  The Department of Governmental Coordination
(DGC) created in 1986, was commissioned and instituted to resolve
the very issues addressed in this bill. _AIthough_we disagree with
DGC’s need and mission, it already exists and is the vehicle
intended to mitigate and expedite the "permit process".  All
agencies, up to and |ncIud|n% "public comment" are a part of the
Rroce_dure and do not need to Dbe duplicated, 2) Section 2§b) IS
eavily stacked against any developer simply” because of " the
politics involved. As written, a PrOJect (ie: An Industry) has

onl one member out of eleven with “any direct interest or
knowledge concernllngi the effected project, Even within section
2(h) ) a conflict is created by requiring one industry member
being  selected from the renewable resource industry. By
definition, the vrenewable resource industry is_ going _to  De
opposed or at the very least concerned about " mining activities
especially when timber or habitat are involved.
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ALAKA MNRS ATUATION INC

The AVA opposes SB 40 based on the reasons stated above and
also based on the fact that there is no demonstrated need for an
on going crisis review board.

Sincerelw
ALASKA MINERS/ ASSOCIATION

cUBY mevee

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

cc:  Phil Holdsworth
326 4th Street, #1009
Juneau, Ak. 99801





