


Official Business

A l a d K a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SENATE

M E M O R A N D U M

O' P.O. Dux V 

'9 Stale Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

T o :

F r o m :

R e :

D a t e :

I n t e n t :  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e
a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w i t h  a  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d s  
c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  
m e c h a n i s m  t o  d i s a p p r o v e  m i n e r a l  c l o s i n g  o r d e r s .

B a c k g r o u n d :  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e
M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  1 9 8 7 .  T h e  i s s u e  m o v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a s  C S  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 3 7  d u r i n g  t h e  1 5 t h  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  C S S B  1 3 7  d i e d  i n  H o u s e  R u l e s .

A n  i s s u e  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  r a i s e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h i s  b i l l ,  b u t  m a y  b e  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  y o u ,  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  m a y  h a v e  w i t h  S e c t i o n  6 ( i )  o f  t h e  S t a t e h o o d  
A c t .  I  n e e d  n o t  r e m i n d  y o u  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
6 ( i ) ,  t h a t  m i n e r a l  l a n d s  a r e  " s u b j e c t  t o  l e a s e  a s  t h e  S t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  d i r e c t . "  T h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g ,  h o w  d o e s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a l l o w  f o r  " l e a s e "  o f  m i n e r a l  l a n d s ,  i f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  n o  w a y  o f  a s s e s s i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c l o s i n g  
o r d e r s  o n  p o t e n t i a l  m i n e r a l  l a n d s ?

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
c o n t a i n i n g  m i n e r a l s :

C o a l  L a n d --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------2 , 5 6 0
C o a l / F o r e s t / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  -----------------------------------------------  8 9 , 5 7 3
C o a l / O i l  & G a s / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  ----------------------------------------  5 2 , 0 1 0
F o r e s t / O i l  & G a s / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  -----------------------------------  3 7 , 3 3 0
M i n e r a l  L a n d  »--------------------------  7 3 9 , 2 7 9
M i n e r a l / P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n  L a n d  -------------------------------------------------------- 8 , 3 6 0
M i n e r a l / P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  ----------- 2 , 4 0 7 , 4 2 8
M i n e r a l / T r a n s p o r t a t i o n / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  ----------------  1 5 3 , 5 4 1
M i n e r a l / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  -----------------------------------------------------------------  9 0 5 , 7 8 5
O i l  & G a s / P u b l i c  R e c r e a t i o n / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  —  2 , 3 9 6 , 5 3 7
O i l  & G a s / S e t t l e m e n t  L a n d ----------------------------------------------------------------------1 , 5 2 0
O i l  & G a s / W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  L a n d  -------------------------------------------------  2 2 6 . 1 9 2

T o t a l  7 , 0 2 0 , 1 1 5

S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  
S e n a t o r  R e s o u r c e

S e n a t o r  J a c k

S B  3 4 ;  A n  A c t  
M i n e r a l

M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 9

l a n d  W i t h d r a w n  f r o m  
o r  M i n i n g



m
S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p 2 M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 9

T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  a c r e s  a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  n o w  c l a s s i f i e d  
i s :  7 3 , 8 1 4 , 5 2 7

T h e r e f o r e ,  o n l y  10% o f  c l a s s i f i e d  S t a t e  l a n d s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  
h a v e  m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  o r  m i n e r a l s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h i s  a l s o  
m e a n s  t h e r e  i s  a b o u t  1 1 , 1 8 5 , 4 7 3  a c r e s  o f  S t a t e  l a n d  ( r e c e i v e d  
t i t l e )  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d .

H o w e v e r ,  h o w  m a n y  o f  t h e  6 6 , 7 9 4 , 4 1 2  a c r e s  c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  u s e s  
o t h e r  t h a n  m i n e r a l ,  c o n t a i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m i n e r a l  c l o s i n g  
o r d e r s  o r  m i n e r a l  l a n d s ?

I  „ h i n k  t h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  r i g h t ,  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

A t t a c h m e n t s :

1 .  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  C a t e g o r i e s . D N R ,  1 9 8 9 .

2 .  D N R ,  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  a n d  F i s c a l  N o t e ,  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 5 ,  1 9 8 9 .

3 .  D N R ,  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  a n d  F i s c a l  N o t e ,  d a t e d  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 8 7 .

4 .  A l a s k a  M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  1 9 8 7 .

5 .  A l a s k a  M i n e r a l s  C o m m i s s i o n  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  1 9 8 9 .

6 .  A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  L a n d  f o r  M i n e r a l  E x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A l a s k a . U . S .  B u r e a u  o f  M i n e s ,  1 9 8 6 .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

1 .  S c h e d u l e  t h e  b i l l  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

2 .  M o v e  t h e  b i l l  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  " d o  p a s s "  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

T h a n k  y o u .



Description of Classification Categories 
II  AAC 55

A gricultural Land. Land classified agricultural is, by reason of climate, physical features, and 
location, suitable for present or future agricultural cultivation or development and is intended for present or 
future agricultural use. When agricultural land is disposed of, only an agricultural interest may be 
conveyed.

Coal Land. Land classified coal is where known coal resources exist and development is occurring or is 
reasonably likely to occur, or where the coal potential has been determined to be high or moderate under 
II AAC 58.010.

Forest Land. Land classified forest is, or has been, forested and is suited for forest management 
because of its physical, climatic, and vegetative conditions.

(icolhcrmal Land. Land classified geothermal is where known geothermal resources exist and where 
development is occurring or is reasonably likely to occur, or where there is reason to believe commercial 
quantities of geothermal resources exist.

Crazing Land. Land classified grazing is suitable in the cultivated or uncultivated state for supporting 
domestic livestock or reindeer.

Heritage Resources Land. Land classified heritage resources is where there is active preservation of, 
or research for, significant historical, prehistorical, paleontological, or other cultural values or where there 
is reason to believe that these values exist.

Material Land. Land classified material is land suitable for the extraction of common varieties of sand, 
gravel, stone, peat, clay, and similar materials.

Mineral Land. Land classified mineral is where known mineral resources exist and where development 
is occurring, or is reasonably likely to occur, or where there is reason to believe that commercial quantities 
of minerals exist.

Oil and (Jas Land. Land classified oil and gas is where known oil and gas resources exist and where 
development is occurring, or is reasonably likely to occur, or where there is reason to believe that 
commercial quantities of oil and gas exist.

Public Rccrcalion Land. Land classified public recreation is suitable for recreation uses, waysides, 
parks, campsites, scenic overlooks, hunting, fishing or boating access sites, trail corridors, or greenbclts 
along bodies of water or roadways.

Reserved Use Land.

( I) Land classified reserved use is:

(a) reserved for transfer to another governmental or nongovernmental agency that is 
performing a public service;

(b) reserved for transfer through land exchange; or

(c) designated for a public facility.

A TTte-'i 1 .
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(2) Nothing in this section requires classification of land identified for a future land exchange 

under AS 38.50.

Resource Management Land. Land classified resource management is presently unacecssiblc and 
remote and may have a number of resources but the lack of adequate resource, economic, or other relevant 
information combined with the unlikelihood of resource development within the next 10 years makes a 
specific resource allocation decision unnecessary.

Settlement Land. Land classified settlement is, by reason of its physical qualities and location, suitable 
for year-round or seasonal residential or private recreational use of for commercial or industrial 
development.

Transportation Corridor Land. Land classified transportation corridor is identified for the location of 
easements and rights-of-way under AS 38.04.065(0, including transportation, pipeline, or utility corridor 
purposes, or is under consideration for a right-of-way lease.

W ater  Resources Land. Land classified water resources encompasses watersheds or portions of 
watersheds and is suitable for such uses as water supply, watershed protection, or hydropower sites.

Wildlife Habitat Land. Land classified wildlife habitat is primarily valuable for:

(1) fish and wildlife resource production, whether existing or through habitat manipulation, to 
supply sufficient numbers or a diversity of species to support commercial, recreational, or 
traditional uses on an optimum sustained yield basis; or

(2) a unique or rare assemblage of a single or multiple species of regional, state, or national 
significance.



A L A S K A  M I N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .
501 W. Norlhern Lights B!vd . Suite 203. Anchorage. AK 99503 (907) 276-0347

Jan. 27, 1989

1 1 9 8 9

Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: SB 34

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

The Alaska Miners Association has reviewed SB 34 "An Act 
relating to State land withdrawn from mineral entry". This is 
the same bill submitted in 1988 and it is an excellent attempt 
to have DNR track the status of state lands and to know what 
actions are planned and which are proposed for state lands.

There are two potential problems with the bill which need 
clairification before the AMA can endorse the bill. 1) In line 
28 section 1(f) it is not known why the 5120 acre limit was 
chosen before a mineral assessment is required. Many mineral 
deposits, and in fact many very large mineral deposits (ie: Red 
Dog, and Quarts Hill) can be hidden in 8 square miles, also if 
mineral assessments are not required until this limit is reached 
an agency can by withdrawing 5000 acres per year over a period 
of years can accumulate large acreages, locking up lands using 
the 5120 acre limit. 2) In section 1(g) and again in section 2 
a term of 10 years is required before a re-evaluation of a 
closure takes place. This period should be no more than 3 years.
A 10 year moritium essentially places the land in withdrawn 
status which becomes final "ex post facto". If land is not 
needed for a given purpose the legislature should be informed 
so the land can be returned to multiple use status for the 
benefit of all users.

The other option is to write sunset clauses into administrative 
land withdrawals which then would require a full review and 
reprocessing at the end of their term, prior to renewal.

We support the concepts and general requirements of SB 34 and 
believe it will protect the multiple use phylosophy as applied 
to the management of state lands.

Sincerely,

Curtis V. McVee 
Executive Director 
Alaska Miners Association
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l)E I(A ltT > IK N T  O F NATURAL IKKSOIIIU KS
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

March 15, 1989

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

'too WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99001-1796 
PHONE: (907) '165-2‘tOO

The Honorable Bettye Fahrenkamp 
Chair, Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

Subject: Senate B ill 34, An act relating to state land withdrawn from 
m ineral location or mining.

Background: This legislation requires the department to subm it an 
annual report to the Legislature regarding areas closed to mineral 
location during the previous year. It also states that the Legislature 
may make recommendations to the commissioner on the future 
management of closed areas, and tha t every 10 years the department 
shall subm it a report to the Governor and Legislature on land tha t has 
been w ithdrawn from mineral location or m ining, or w ithdrawn from 
multiple use by the Legislature.

Position: The department generally supports the concept tha t lands 
closed to m ineral entry should be reviewed periodically, and tha t such 
a review would aid the Legislature in its deliberations on legislatively 
designated areas. However, the department also recognizes tha t such 
review has fiscal impact, which is reflected in the attached fiscal note.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on th is legislation. We look 
forward to working on it w ith the committee and sponsor.

Sincerely,

Lennie Gorsuch 
Commissioner



Senator Coghill

Committee Members

Commissioner Merculieff 
Department of Commerce

Commissioner Collinsworth 
Department of Fish and Game

Commissioner Kelso 
Department of Environmental Conservation

Bob Forbes, Director 
Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys 
Department of Natural Resources

Je riy Gallagher, Director 
Division of M ining 
Department of Natural Resources

Gary Gustafson, Director 
Division of Land and Water Management 
Department of Natural Resources

Denby Lloyd, Special Staff Assistant 
Office of the Governor

Bob Evans, Legislative Liaision 
Office of the Governor



S T A T E  O F  A L

1989 L E G I S L A T I

REQ U EST: 
Revision Date: 
Tide:

K A

E S S I O N

BILL 
PUBLISH

FISCAL NOTE
V E ^ )N

s h W e

N: SB 34

10-Mar-89 Natural Resources
An Act relating to State Land

Agency Affected:
BRU: Geological Management^

withdrawn from mineral location of mining. 
Sponsor. CoghllLPearceJiYank, et ah 
Requestor Senate Resources

Components: Minerals/Materials

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES 35.0 35.0 35.0 35.0 35.0
TRAVEL 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
CONTRACTUAL 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
SUPPLIES 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

CAPITAL j | |

REVENUE | | j

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL 0.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The fiscal consequences of SB 34 are difficult to quantity precisely because the projected offer is 
related to the amount of land withdrawn from mineral entry in any one calendar year and the amount of 
resources information readily available for each parcel. Personal services for Geologist in for 8 
months. Contract services will include helicopter contracts and petrologic, geochemical and 
mineralogical analyses.

Prepared by: Bob Forbes, Wyatt Gilbert 
Division: DGGS

Approved by Commissioner. Lennie Gorsuch 
Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Phone: 
Date:

Date:

451-2760/762-2356
10-Mar-89

10-Mar-89

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) page 1 of 1
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U EPAHTIHENT OF NATURAL R ESO U R C ES
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

STEVE COWPER, G O V E R N O R

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

March 15. 1989

The Honorable Bettye Fahrenkamp 
Chair. Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau. AK 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

Subject: Senate B ill 34. An act relating to state land withdrawn from 
m ineral location or mining.

Background: This legislation requires the department to subm it an 
annual report to the Legislature regarding areas closed to m ineral 
location during the previous year. It also states tha t the Legislature 
may make recommendations to the commissioner on the future 
management of closed areas, and tha t every 10 years the department 
shall subm it a report to the Governor and Legislature on land tha t has 
been withdrawn from mineral location or m ining, or w ithdrawn from 
multiple use by the Legislature.

Position: The department generally supports the concept tha t lands 
closed to mineral entry should be reviewed periodically, and tha t such 
a review would aid the Legislature in its deliberations on legislatively 
designated areas. However, the department also recognizes tha t such 
review has fiscal impact, which is reflected in the attached fiscal note.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on th is legislation. We lock 
forward to working on it w ith the committee and sponsor.

Sincerely,

Lennie Gorsuch 
Commissioner
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C o m m it t e e  M e m b e rs

C o m m is s io n e r M e r c u l ie f f 
D e p a r tm e n t o f C o m m e rc e

C o m m is s io n e r C o l l in s w o r th  
D e p a r tm e n t o f F is h  a n d  G am e

C o m m is s io n e r K e ls o  
D e p a r tm e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n ta l C o n s e r v a t io n

B o b  F o rb e s , D ir e c to r 
D iv is io n  o f G e o lo g ic a l a n d  G e o p h y s ic a l S u rv e y s  
D e p a r tm e n t o f N a tu r a l R e s o u rc e s

J e r r y  G a l la g h e r , D i r e c t o r  
D iv is io n  o f M in in g  
D e p a r tm e n t o f N a tu r a l R e s o u rc e s

G a r y  G u s ta fs o n , D ir e c to r 
D iv is io n  o f L a n d  a n d  W a te r M a n a g e m e n t 
D e p a r tm e n t o f N a tu r a l R e s o u rc e s

D e n b y  L lo y d , S p e c ia l S ta f f A s s is t a n t 
O f f ic e  o f th e  G o v e rn o r

B o b  E v a n s , L e g is la t iv e  L ia is io n  
O ff ic e  o f th e  G o v e rn o r

c c :  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  b i l l v e r ^ N :  SB34
1 9 8 9  L E G I S L A T T V ^ E S S I O N  P U B LISH  ® E :

F I S C A L  N O T E
REQUEST: ______  ______ ______________
Revision Date: 

Title:

lO -Mar-89 Natural Resources
An Act relating to State Land

Agency Affected: _____________

BRU: Geological Management
withdrawn from mineral location of mining. 
Sponsor. CogMI^PeamiJYank, et ai. 
Requestor Senate Resources___________

Components: Minerals/Materials

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND&STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

35.0 35.0 35.0 35.0 35.0
5.0 54) 5.0 5.0 5.0

25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

CAPITAL | |

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

0.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0 70.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The tiscal consequences of SB 34 are difficult to quantify precisely because the projected offer is 
related to the amount of land withdrawn from mineral entry in any one calendar year and the amount of 
resources information readily available for each parcel. Personal services for Geologist m  for 8 
months. Contract services will include helicopter contracts and petrologic, geochemical and 
mineralogical analyses.

Prepared by: Bob Forbes, W ya t t  Gilbert 
Division: DGGS

Approved by Commissioner Le tn ie  Gorsuch 
Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Distribution (by preparer) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Phone: 
Date:

Date:

451-2760/762-2356
10-Mar-89

10-Mar-89

page 1 of 1



STEVE C O W  PER, G O V E R N O R

■100 WILLOUGHBY AYE. 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99 01-1796 
PHONE: 1907) A65-2400

O FFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

A p r i l  13, 1987

The  H o n o r a b l e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n e i t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O .  Box V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l :

S u b j e c t : CSSB 137, a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a t e  l a n d  w i t h d r a w n
f r o m  m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  o r  m i n i n g .

P o s i t i o n : T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  r e c o m m e n d s
p a s s a g e  o f  CSSB 137, w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  S e c t i o n  1 ( e ) ,  
p a g e  1, l i n e s  24-26.

B a c k g r o u n d : CSSB 137 c a l l s  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L e g i s l a ­
t u r e  d e t a i l i n g  s t a t e  l a n d  c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  
m i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  b i l l  s t a t e s  t h a t  a  s e c t i o n  c l o s e d  t o  
m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  m i n i n g  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  r e m a i n  
c l o s e d  u n t i l  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  i s s u e s  a n  o r d e r  a l t e r i n g  i t s  
s t a t u s ,  o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  d i s a p p r o v e s  o f  t h e  c l o s u r e .

I n  S e c t i o n  1 ( e ) ,  l i n e s  24-26, o f  CSSB 137, t h e  p r o p o s e d  
l a n g u a g e  s t a t e s  t h a t  " [ a ] n  a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d i s a p p r o v ­
i n g  a  c l o s u r e  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may d i r e c t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
o n  f u t u r e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n v o l v e d . "  S u c h  l a n g u a g e  
a p p e a r s  t o  p r e - e m p t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  I n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a  
p r e f e r a b l e  s u b s t i t u t e  w o u l d  b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  " [ a ] n  a c t  o f  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  d i s a p p r o v i n g  a  c l o s u r e  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may 
m ak e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o n  f u t u r e  m a n a g e ­
m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n v o l v e d . "

S e c t i o n  1(f)  o f  CSSB 137 c a l l s  f o r  a  m i n e r a l  a s s e s s m e n t  
r e p o r t  f o r  e a c h  a r e a  t h a t  e x c e e d s  5 ,120 a c r e s  f o r  w h i c h  a  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  p r e p a r e d .

S g  3 0

10-09 LH
A t t a c h m e n t  3 .
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S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l  -2- A p r i l  13, 1987

F i n a l l y ,  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 ( g ) ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
s u b m i t  a  r e p o r t ,  e v e r y  10 y e a r s ,  c o n c e r n i n g  l a n d  t h a t  i s  
w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  m i n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  o r  m i n i n g  a n d  may mak e  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  e x i s t i n g  c l o s u r e s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : W i t h  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  l a n g u a g e  c h a n g e  i n
S e c t i o n  1 ( e ) ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s u p p o r t s  
CSSB 137 a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  i t s  p a s s a g e .

I  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  m ak e  my s t a f f  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  f u r t h e r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
s t a f f .

c e r e l y ,

d i t h  M. B r a d y  
o m m i s s i o n e r

c c :  C o m m i t t e e  Member !
B i l l  S p o n s o r s  
G e o r g e  S u l l i v a n  
Rod Swope
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B i l l  A n a l y s i s

One  c a n  g i v e  a  g e n e r a l  e s t i m a t e  n e e d e d  t o  t r a c k  t h e  
w i t h d r a w a l s  a n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a m in im um  f i e l d  a n a l y s i s  a n d  
s a m p l i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h e  p r o j e c t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  e a c h  
f i s c a l  y e a r  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

100 - 35 .0  6 m o n t h s '  s a l a r y  a n d  b e n e f i t s  f o r
G e o l . IV
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400 - 5 .0  F i e l d  s u p p l i e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  (3.0)
O f f i c e  s u p p l i e s  (2.0)

F i s c a l  N o t e  
3/8/88 
p a g e  2 o f  2
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3. T he  Legislature redefine, to conform  w ith  con stitu tion a l intent, the various defin itions of 
"m ultip le  use" in the  A laska  S ta tu tes to require the m anagem en t o f s ta te  lands fo r the  use of 
all resources ra th e r  th an  a llocating  o r selectively denying  resource use;

4. T h e  Legislature m ake closures o f land  to m ineral e n try  o n ly  w here  docum en ted  an d  
d em o n stra ted  incom patib le  use is proven a n d  o n ly  w hen preceded by a m ineral assessm ent;

5. T h e  Legislature a n d  G overnor periodically  review  lands closed to m ineral en try  to assess 
the  need  fo r c o n tin u ed  closure and , if there is no  longer a com pelling  need  fo r closure, re tu rn  
the  lan d  to m ultip le-use  designation ;

6. T he  G o v ern o r requ ire  state  p lan n in g  agencies to encourage the  use of all resources o n  its 
lan d s ra th e r  th a n  designating  single o r  p rim ary  uses a n d  requ ire  th a t o n ly  w hen  a d ocum ented  
a n d  d em o n stra ted  incom patib le  use is proven shou ld  there  be a n y  restric tions on  the  use of 
a n y  resource;

7. T h e  G o v ern o r d irect the C om m issioner of the D epartm en t of N a tu ra l Resources to review  
sta te  lan d s p resen tly  classified o th e r than  Resource M an agem en t Lands a n d  reclassify m ost of 
the  state 's lan d s as Resource M anagem ent Lands as p e r 11 A A C  55.200 to be m anaged  fo r 
m ultip le-use;

8. T h e  G overnor m ake clear to the U.S. Congress and  Federal A dm in istra tion  tha t fu rther restric­
tions o r  w ithdraw als of federal land  from  m ultiple-use designation  are  n o t acceptable and  assure 
th a t regu la tion s enacted  to im plem ent the  p rov isions o f the  A laska  N ational Interest 
L ands C o n se rv a tio n  A ct p ro tect the "prior existing righ ts a n d  exem ptions" a llow ed  in th a t act;

9. T he  G overn o r establish  tha t m ineral developm ent is a p rio rity  in the best interest of the state  
th a t m u st be recognized in all sta te  lan d  m anagem ent ac tions requiring  a "Best Interest Finding".

B. C o asta l Z o ne  M anagem en t

FIND IN GS: C oastal Z one M anagem ent program s have exceeded the intent of the law  and are being 
challenged by  the federal governm ent. T he program s include unw arran ted  extensions of boundaries 
fa r  bey o n d  a reaso n ab le  d efin ition  of coastal a reas (in som e cases hu n d red s of m iles inland); have 
designated subsistence and  fisheries as p rim ary  uses, subordinating all o th er uses even w hen they are 
"Uses o f S tate  C oncern  a n d  N ational Interest"; and  have included  abso lu te  p roh ib ition s on  certain  
activ ities. T h e  app ro v a l o f these p rogram s by the A laska  C oasta l Policy  C ouncil constitu tes the 
relinq u ishm en t b y  the sta te  of its a u th o rity  to m anage a n d  regulate  resource developm ent.

A dditionally, the m aking  of "consistency determ inations" w ithin  the Office of the G overnor, D ivision 
of G overnm ental C o o rd in a tio n  h as  added  a new  layer of governm ent to the perm itting  process fo r 
projects in the coastal zone. N o t on ly  has this rem oved au th o rity  from  those agencies already vested 
to m anage  A laska's lands, b u t has increased the likelihood th a t the perm itting  process be subject to 
political p ressures ra th e r  than  solely  technical considerations.

T H E  C O M M IS S IO N  R EC O M M EN D S THAT:

10. T h e  Legislature affirm  coastal zone b o u ndaries as o rig in ally  defined  by  biophysical a reas 
in 1978 b y  the  A laska  D epartm en t o f Fish an d  G am e a n d  app ro v ed  by  the  legislature in 1979;
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R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

O F  T H E  A L A S K A  M I N E R A L S  C O M M I S S I O N

I. LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Im p lem en ta tio n  of the  6(i) C o u rt D ecision

•  T h e  h ighest p rio rity  o f the A laska  M inerals C om m ission is the  fair and equ itab le  im plem en­
ta tio n  o f the  A laska  Suprem e C ou rt's  in te rp re ta tio n  of section 6(i) of the A laska  S ta teh o o d  
A ct. (For a su m m ary  o f the 6(i) issues and  law suit, see A ppend ix  C )

T h e  C om m ission su ppo rts  the positions of b o th  the A laska M iners A ssociation1 and  G overnor 
Steve C o w p er2 o n  the  fo llow ing  three  critical aspects of any  legislation to be  enacted .

1. T h e  trad itio n a l discovery, location  and  reco rdation  s /stem  recognizes the  u n iq u e  n a tu re  
of mineral resource developm ent as well as the needs o t individuals and  com panies carrying 
o u t m ineral exp loration  a n d  developm ent. T he  right of self-initiation is guaran teed  by the 
A laska  C onstitu tion  and  n o  fundam ental changes should  be m ade in the  w ay preferential 
m inera ls righ ts are  in itia ted  o n  sta te  land .

2. Because o f the  long  lead tim e com m o nly  requ ired  betw een the  d iscovery o f a  dep osit 
a n d  its initial p ro d u ctio n , there  sh o u ld  be  n o  a rb itra ry  tim e lim its p laced u p o n  the tenure 
of a  m in ing  c la im an t on  s ta te  lands. T h is is especially  im p o rta n t in A lask a  w here  the  
need  to con struc t basic in frastru c tu re  a n d  to aw ait financial a n d  m arket "w indow s" w ill 
often result in  longer developm ent lead tim es than  in m ore  developed states a n d  countries.

3. T h e  se tting  o f ren ta l a n d /o r  royalty  fees fo r m in ing  claim s on  subject s ta te  land s sh o u ld
n e ith e r  penalize  c la im an ts n o r  c reate  disincentives fo r ind iv idua ls o r  com panies d o in g
m ineral ex p lo ra tio n . In  A laska , exp lo ration , developm ent, capital a n d  op era ting  costs
a re  com m o n ly  h ig her than  in m ore  developed states a n d  countries. A laska 's cum ula tive
m inera l tax  schedule, including existing corporate  incom e taxes, m ining license taxes a n d
new  ren tal a n d /o r  royalty  fees sh o u ld  n o t u n d u ly  bu rd en  the  sm all m in er n o r  increase
to ta l d eve lopm ent costs to the  p o in t w h ere  d im inished  econom ic feasib ility  precludes
m ine  dev elo pm en t o r  m inera l exp lo ra tio n  on  subject s ta te  lands.

«

A  fo u rth  aspec t o f the  im p lem en ta tio n  o f the  6(i) cou rt decision  is the d efin itio n  o f lan ds 
to w h ich  the  new  legislative p ro v is io n s w ill apply. T h e  C om m ission  agrees w ith  G o v ern o r 
C o w p er th a t it is in  the  interests of b o th  the sta te  an d  the m in ing  in d u s try  th a t this aspec t 
b e  reso lved  in a  m a n n e r  th a t m inim izes the risk  o f leng thy  a n d  expensive litig a tio n . A s the  
A lask a  S u p rem e C o u rt ru led  th a t the  6(i) p rov isions are  app licab le  o n ly  to those  sta te  lan d s 
"k n o w n  to be  m ineral in  charac ter a t the  tim e o f s ta te  selection," the C om m ission  also  recom ­
m en ds th a t a c lear defin ition  o f such  lands be developed, a n d  tha t w ork ab le  a n d  exped itious 
p ro ced u res  be developed  to a llow  tim ely  classification o f lan d s a n d  claim s sub ject to 6(i).

Finally, th e  C om m ission  stro n g ly  recom m ends th a t p ro p o sed  legislation im plem en ting  the  
6(i) c o u rt decision  be  lim ited  to o n ly  those issues specifically required  b y  the  court.

2   Alaska Minerals Commission

1 Communication from Richard A. Hughes, President, Alaska Miners Association to Governor 
Steve Cowper, September 9, 1988.

2 Communication from Governor Steve Cowper to Richard A. Hughes, President, Alaska Miners 

Association, October 19, 1988.
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A llow ance fo r Flexible W ork W eeks

• T h e  passage of leg isla tion  allow ing  w o rk  schedules to be set on  the basis of p ro ject specific 
co nside ra tio ns will allow  fo r  m ore  efficient use o f la b o r  a n d  p ro v id e  m ore desirable tim e-off 
p a tte rn s  fo r  em ployees. T h is w ill be p articu la rly  significant fo r m ines in rem ote  locations 
w ith  em ployees w h o  reside in com m unities d is ta n t from  the w o rk  site.

E xtension o f U nderg ro und  W ork  H ours

•  Legislation is required to am end  current statu tes lim iting shifts a t the w o rk  face of underground  
m ines from  the  curren t m axim um  of e igh t h o u rs  to a  m ax im um  of ten hours. T he an tiq u a te d  
s ta tu te  p resen tly  in effect does no t recognize the  im p lem en ta tio n  of m odern  safety  p rog ram s 
a n d  penalizes m ine efficiency a n d  em ployee tim e-o ff schedules on  rem ote m in ing  pro jects.

M u ltip le  Use o f State Lands

•  T he  C om m ission  w ou ld  like to reem phasize fo u r recom m endations m ade  in the C om m issions 
1987 rep o rt regard ing  the  m anagem en t of s ta te  lands.

1. A laska  S ta tu te  38.05.300 shou ld  b e  am en d ed  as follow s:

Classification o f lands, (a) The com m issioner shall, w here considered necessary a n d  proper, 
classify  land  fo r surface use. T h is  section  does n o t  preven t reclassification of land , w here  
the  p u b lic  interest w a rra n ts  reclassification , n o r  d o es  it p rec lude  m u ltip le  use o f land  
w h en ev er different uses are  com patib le . S ta te  lan d , w ater, o r  la n d  a n d  w a te r a re a  m ay  
n o t, except by  act o f the  sta te  leg isla ture , b e  c lo sed  to m ultip le  use o r  to m inera l e n try  
if the  a rea  involved con ta in s m o re  th a n  640 acres.

2. T h e  Legislature should  redefine, to confo rm  w ith  constitu tiona l intent, the vario us defini­
tio ns o f "m ultip le  use" in the A lask a  S ta tu tes to  requ ire  the  m an agem en t of s ta te  lan ds 
fo r  the  use o f all resources ra th e r  th a n  a lloca ting  o r  selectively denying  resource  use.

3. T h e  Legislature sho u ld  on ly  m ake  closures o f la n d  to m ineral e n try  w here  d o cu m en ted  
a n d  d em o n stra ted  incom patib le  use is p ro v en  a n d  o n ly  w h en  preceded b y  a m inera l 
assessm en t. __________________________________

4. T he  Legislature a n d  G overnor sh o u ld  period ically  rev iew  land s closed to m ineral e n try  to 
assess th e  need to r  con tin u ed  c losu re  a n d , if th e re  is n o  lon ger a com pelling  n eed  fo r  
c losure, re tu rn  the la n d  to m u ltip le-use  d es ig n a tio n .

A m e n d in g lh e  R eporting  R equirem ents o f the  M inera ls  P o licy  A ct.

•  S e c  44.99.110(2) sh o u ld  be am en d ed  to requ ire  each  d ep a rtm en t, board , com m ission , o r  
agency, inc lud ing  the  U niversity  o f A laska , to fulfill its rep o rtin g  requ irem en ts a s  set o u t 
in  th is section  on  a n  a n n u a l basis th ro u g h  1994 ra th e r  th an  once o n ly  in  1989.

In d u s tria l M in era ls  Inven to ry

•  T he  Legislature should  reintroduce a n d  enact legislation sim ilar to SB 71 (or com panion  legisla­
tion  HB 69), Senate C oncurrent R esolution 4 a n d  H ouse  C oncurrent Resolution 5 as in troduced 
d u rin g  the  Second Session o f the  15 th  Legislature. T h ese  b ills a n d  reso lu tio n s ad d ress  the  
n eed  fo r system atic  identification, inven to ry  a n d  reserve :o f san d  a n d  gravel r°sources to m eet 
the  p resen t an d  fu tu re  needs o f tra n sp o rta tio n  system s, p o p u la ted  a reas a n d  large-scale 
d ev e lo p m en ts w ith in  the  state  a n d  Pacific R im .
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II. LA N D  M A N A G E M E N T

A . M ultip le-U se

FINDINGS: T h e  am o u n t of land  in A laska tha t will ever be used  for m ining is very sm all (less than  
three-ten ths o f o n e  percent o f the land  area  of the U nited States has been d is tu rbed  by  m in ing  
since 1776). Yet th e  m a jo rity  of A laska  lands have been w ith d raw n  from  m ineral entry. In 1968, 
o n ly  53 m illion  acres (14% ) w ere closed to m ineral entry . In 1986, 234 m illion acres (62% ) of 
A laska 's lands have been closed  to m ineral entry .

O ver 80% of all federal land in Alaska is closed, m uch of it having been w ithdraw n by ANILCA and  
subsequen t federal land  m an agem en t p lans. In recent years the  im plem en tation  of reg ional sta te  
land-use  p lans a n d  the  legislative creation  of sta te  park s o r  o th e r special use a reas have resu lted  in 
the  p resen t c losu re  of 8%  of s ta te  ow ned  lands.

A dditionally , com plex , overlapp ing  and  restrictive land  m anagem en t policies as well as on -go ing  
lawsuits cloud the rights of the holders of m ining claim s o r leases, and  discourage further investm ent 
in the  deve lo pm en t of A laska 's m ineral resources.

O n  state lands n o t closed to m ining, the principle of m ultiple-use m anagem ent has been abrogated  
to em phasize the p rim acy  o f recreational, h ab ita t and  aesthetic  uses. A t present, the legislature has 
defined  "m ultiple-use" to m ean  m anag em en t fo r m ore  th an  on e  use bu t n o t necessarily  m o re  than  
tw o uses. T herefo re , the designa tion  of w ildlife h ab ita t a n d  scenic values as p rim ary  lan d  uses 
satisfies the state 's in te rp re ta tio n  o5 "m ultiple-use" m anagem en t though  it results in the  res tric tion  
o r  p ro h ib itio n  o f m ining.

This practice subord inates the use of m ineral resources an d  discourages the developm ent and  extrac­
tion  o f m ineral resources. For exam ple, in the  N elchina P ub lic  Use A rea (w hich is designated  as a 
m ultip le-use a rea) exp lo ra tion , deve lopm ent a n d  ex trac tion  of subsurface resources is a llow ed  
on ly  if foun d  to be  com patib le  w ith  the  p rim ary  uses o f w ildlife h ab ita t a n d  recreation . W hile  
sta te  lands classified fo r such  uses a re  technically open  fo r m ineral entry, the risk  tha t the  develop­
m en t a n d  ex trac tio n  of m inera ls will be restricted  is sufficient to discourage investm ent on  these 
lands, fu rth e r reducing  the  effective land  base in A laska  available  fo r m ineral use.

Before the state disposes o f its resources, w hether through leases o r sales, the D epartm ent o f N atu ra l 
Resources m ust m ake  a  d e term in a tio n  th a t the  ac tion  w ill serve the best interests of the  sta te . T he 
benefits of econo m ic  developm ent have n o t a lw ays been  adeq uate ly  addressed  in m ak ing  best 
interest d eterm ina tions.

T H E  C O M M IS S IO N  R EC O M M EN D S THAT:

2. T h e  L egislature am end  A laska  S ta tu te  38.05.300 as follow s:

C lassification of lands, (a) T h e  com m issioner shall, w here  considered necessary a n d  proper, 
c lassify  lan d  fo r surface  use. T h is section  does n o t p reven t reclassification o f land , w here  
the public interest w arran ts reclassification, n o r does it preclude m ultiple use of land  w henever 
different uses are com patible. State land, water, o r land  and  w ater area m ay not, except by  act 
of the  sta te  legislature, be closed to m ultip le  use o r  to m ineral e n try  if the area  involved  
con ta in s m o re  than  640 acres.
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INTR O D U C T IO N

The  B u rea u  o f  M i n e s '  A l a s k a  F i e l d  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o n d u c t ­

i n g  a m in e r a l  l a n d  i n v e n t o r y  o f  A l a s k a  t o  d e t e r m in e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  and  p r i v a t e  l a n d ,  f o r  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t

th r o u g h  s i x  r e g i o n a l  s t u d i e s .  The  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e

g o v e r n m e n t  l a n d  u s e  p l a n n e r s  an d  t h e  m in e r a l  i n d u s t r y  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h ,

1 .  d i s p l a y s  l a n d  o w n e r s h ip  and  l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  m in e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  

and  d e v e l o p m e n t ,

2 . shows t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  known m e t a l l i c  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s ,  and  d i s c u s s e s  

a s s o c i a t e d  g e o l o g i c  m in e r a l  t e r r a n e s ,  and

3 .  co m p a re s  known  m e t a l l i c  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  and  a s s o c i a t e d  g e o l o g i c  t e r ­

r a n e s ,  t o  l a n d  o w n e r s h ip  and  l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  p a t t e r n s .

C o n c e rn  o v e r  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  w as  e x p r e s s e d  a s  e a r l y  a s

1964, when P u b l i c  Law 8 8 -606  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  P u b l i c  L a n d  Law  R e v i e w  C o m m is s io n

" . . . t o  s t u d y  e x i s t i n g  l a w s  and  p r o c e d u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e

p u b l i c  l a n d s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s . "  H o w e v e r ,  i t  was

n o t  u n t i l  t h e  s t u d y ,  " I s  Our  A c c o u n t  O v e r d r a w n , "  i n  1976 , t h a t  r e a l  c o n c e r n

f o r  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  f o r  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t

became an  i s s u e .  T h a t  s t u d y  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s

w e re  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  m in in g  and  l e a s i n g  l a w s  (67% an d  73%, r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .

Th e  B u r e a u  sh o w ed  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i n  1977 when  i t  c o n t r a c t e d

w i t h  t h e  A r i z o n a  B u re a u  o f  M in e s  t o  s t u d y  an d  make r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  f o r  an

i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  t h e i r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o

• ^ ■P r e s e n ta t io n  made a t  t h e  A g e n c y  S e s s i o n ,  f i l a s k a  M i n e r s  C o n v e n t i o n ,  i n  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a ,  O c t o b e r  30 , 1986.
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m in e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The  1 2 - s t a t e  s t u d y  p r e s e n t l y  u n d e rw u y  by  

t h e  B u reau  show s  i t s  c o n t i n u e d  e f f o r t s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m in e r a l

r e s o u r c e s  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m in e r a l  and  m a t e r i a l s  p o l i c y

o b j e c t i v e s .

The  A l a s k a  F i e l d  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  i s  i n  i t s  t h i r d  y e a r  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g

t h e  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  and  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m in e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and

d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  A l a s k a .  T o  d a t e  we h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  

i n  e i g h t y  f o u r ,  1 : 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 - s c a l e  q u a d r a n g l e s  i n  s o u t h e a s t ,  s o u t h c e n t r a l ,  

n o r t h c e n t r a l  an d  n o r t h e r n  A l a s k a .  We h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  one r e p o r t  on t h e  

s o u t h e a s t  r e g i o n ,  and  t h e  r e p o r t s  on t h e  s o u t h c e n t r a l ,  n o r t h c e n t r a l  and  t h e  

n o r t h e r n  r e g i o n s  a r e  i n  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  We h a v e  c o m p le t e d  

p e r h a p s  30% o f  t h e  w o r k  on  t h e  38 q u a d r a n g l e s  i n  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  

31 q u a d r a n g l e s  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  A l a s k a .  We s h o u l d  c o m p l e t e  o u r  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  i n  F Y  1987.

E a c h  p u b l i s h e d  r e g i o n a l  r e p o r t  i n c l u d e s  1 :5 0 0 , 0 0 0 - s c a l e  maps s h o w in g  t h e  

l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  Th e  1 :2 5 0 ,0 0 0  s c a l e  w o rk  maps f o r  

t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  s o u t h c e n t r a l  an d  n o r t h c e n t r a l  r e g i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  on  o p e n  

f i l e  and  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g  i n  o u r  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  and  J u n e a u  

o f f i c e s

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 

The  i n v e n t o r y  o f  l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  

i n  t h e  o t h e r  11 w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a d d r e s s e s  o n l y  f e d e r a l  l a n d ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

c o m p le x  n a t u r e  o f  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  i n  A l a s k a ,  we f e l t  we c o u l d  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  

e x p l a i n  f e d e r a l  o w n e r s h i p  w i t h o u t  p o r t r a y i n g  o w n e r s h i p  o f  a l l  l a n d .  Our  

r e p o r t s  a r e  com posed  o f  t h r e e  p a r t s :  (1 )  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  and  

p r i v a t e  l a n d s ,  ( 2 )  a  c o m p a r is o n  o f  m i n e r a l  t e r r a n e s  an d  l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  and  (3 )  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  an d  m in e r a l  t e r r a n e s  

v e r s u s  l a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  c a t e g o r i e s .
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I n v e n t o r y  o f  L an d  O w n e r s h i p 

C o m p u te r  g e n e r a t e d  1 :2 5 0 , 0 0 0 - s c a l e  m a p s ,  s h o w in g  s t a t e  and  N a t i v e  s e l e c ­

t i o n s  and  c o n v e y a n c e s  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s ,  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  t h e  B u rea u  o f  Lan d  

Managem en t (BLM ) P u b l i c  O f f i c e  I n  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e s e  maps w e r e  p l o t t e d  f ro m  

I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  A u t o m a t e d  L a n d  R e c o r d s  S y s t e m  ( A A L R S ) .  The  

i n f o r m a t i o n  was  t r a c e d  o n t o  m y l a r s ,  l a b e l l e d ,  and  c h e c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  M a s t e r  

T i t l e  P l a t s  ( M T P 's )  o f  t h e  BLM and  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  We th e n  o b t a i n e d  t h e  

l a n d  m anagem ent p l a n s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  f e d e r a l  and  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  h a v i n g  l a n d  

m anagem ent r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  e a c h  r e g i o n .

Land  s e l e c t i o n s  a l l o w e d  u n d e r  t h e  S t a t e h o o d  A c t ,  A N C S A ,  and  A N I L C A  w e i :a 

p l o t t e d  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  w h o l e  s e c t i o n ;  N a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  

p a r c e l s  w e r e  shown  a s  a  d o t  c e n t e r e d  on  t h e  s e c t i o n s  I n  w h i c h  t h e y  o c c u r .  

S t a t e  m in e r a l  c l o s i n g  o r d e r s  w e r e  p l o t t e d  a s  w h o l e  s e c t i o n s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  

c l o s i n g  o r d e r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n .  M aps  an d  p l a n s  f r o m  to w n s  i n  t h e  

r e g i o n s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m in e  l a n d  w h e r e  m in i n g  w o u ld  be  d i s c o u r a g e d .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  l a n d  f r o m  t h e  

f e d e r a l  d o m a in  t o  t h e  s t a t e  and  t o  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

q u i c k l y  o u t d a t e d .  The  c o m p u te r  d a t a  f o r  t h e  s o u t h c e n t r a l ,  n o r t h c e n t r a l  and  

n o r t h e r n  s t u d y  a r e a s  a r e  f o r  O c t o b e r ,  1984 , b u t  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s  made f r o m  t h e  

M T P 's  w e r e  f r o m  c a r d s  u p d a t e d  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  J u n e ,  1986 . W h i l e  th e  u s e  o f  one  

f i n a l  d a t e  f o r  a l l  d a t a  w o u ld  b e  p r e f e r a b l e ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  and  s t a t e  

M T P 's  d u r i n g  1985 and  1986 t o  c h e c k  t h e  c o m p u t e r i z e d  d a t a  r e c e i v e d  i n  1984 

made t h i s  i m p r a c t i c a l  a s  t h e  M T P 's  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  u p d a t e d .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  v e r y  d y n a m ic  n a t u r e  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  i n  A l a s k a .

LAND  STATU S  C A T E G O R IE S  

U p  t o  15 l a n d  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  p l o t t e d  on  1 :2 5 0 ,0 0 0  s c a l e  q u a d r a n g l e  

maps and  r e d u c e d  t o  1 :5 0 0 ,0 0 0  s c a l e  f o r  o u r  r e p o r t s .  Th e  15 s u b - c a t e g o r i e s  

w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h r e e  m a jo r  c a t e g o r i e s :  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m i n i n g ,  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e
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w i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s , and  l a n d  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r a in in g .  I n  o u r  r e p o r t  on S o u t h ­

e a s t ,  we show ed  f o u r  m a jo r  c a t e g o r i e s  and  s u b - c a t e g o r i e s .  D e p i c t i n g  l a n d  

o w n e r s h ip  i s  f a i r l y  e a s y  when t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  owns 95 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

l a n d .

Land A v a i l a b l e  f o r  M i n i n g  

To  d a t e  we h a v e  e x a m in e d  a b o u t  242 m i l l i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  375 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  

( 2 / 3 ' s  o f  t h e  s t a t e )  and  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  r o u g h l y  75 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  (31%) a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e r t .  Th e  s o u t h c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  

h as  t h e  m o s t  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  (31 m i l l i o n  o f  72 m i l l i o n  a c r e s )  w h i l e  t h e  l e a s t  

a v a i l a b l e  a c r e a g e  i s  i n  n o r t h e r n  A l a s k a ,  14 m i l l i o n  o f  90 m i l l i o n  a c r e s .

R e s t r i c t e d  Lan d

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  24 m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  242 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  e x a m in e d  t o  d a t e  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  T h i s  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  c e r t a i n  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  

w h e r e  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  i s  a l l o w e d  b u t  u n d e r  r i g i d  c o n t r o l s ,  an d  a l l  l a n d  c o n v e y e d  

t o  t h e  N a t i v e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  e x c e p t  t h e  B r i s t o l  B a y  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  

Lan d  o p e n  t o  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n c l u d e  p a r t s  o f  

t h e  S t e e s e  N a t i o n a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a  an d  t h e  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n s  N a t i o n a l  

R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  i n  n o r t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  and  t h e  C o l l e g e  F i o r d  an d  N e l l i e  J u a n  

p r o p o s e d  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  Chugach  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  

A l a s k a .  I n  S o u t h e a s t ,  LUD I I  a r e a s  w e r e  a l s o  p u t  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  W h i l e  

m in in g  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  an  a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  i n  LUD I I  a r e a s ,  t h e  e m p h a s is  i s  on  

r e t a i n i n g  a  p r i m i t i v e  w i l d l a n d  c h a r a c t e r .  A m e n i t y  v a l u e s  a r e  e m p h a s i z e d  o v e r  

c o m m o d it y  v a l u e s .

Lan d  U n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  M i n i n g  

F e d e r a l  L a n d

O v e r  59 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  (144 m i l l i o n  a c r e s )  i s  p r e s e n t l y  c l o s e d  t o  

m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  an d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  new  c l a i m s .  N e a r l y  one  h a l f  o f  t h a t  

a c r e a g e  (68  m i l l i o n  a c r e s )  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  A l a s k a .  C l o s e d  l a n d s  c o n -



•  #

s i s t  o f  f e d e r a l  p a r k s ,  p r e s e r v e s ,  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e s ,  w i l d  and  s c e n i c  r i v e r s ,  

w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s ,  and  m i l i t a r y  l a n d ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w i l l  r e m a in  c l o s e d  t o  

m in e r a l  e n t r y .  A d d i t i o n a l  l a n d  h a s  b een  c l o s e d  b y  P u b l i c  L an d  O r d e r s  (P LO ) 

i s s u e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r .  U n c o n v e y e d  l a n d s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  go 

b a ck  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a in  o n ce  t h e  BLM p r o c e s s e s  t h e  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n .

S t a t e  Land

B a s i c a l l y  a l l  s t a t e  l a n d  i s  o p e n  t o  m in e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  

u n l e s s  i t  i s  w i t h d r a w n  th r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t a t u t e ,  s u c h  a s  f o r  p a r k s ,  o r  

th r o u g h  M i n e r a l  C l o s i n g  O r d e r s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

S t a t e  game r e f u g e s  a r e  o p e n  t o  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  an d  d e v e l o p m e n t  u n d e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F i s h  and  Gam e. H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p e r m i t  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  im p o s e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  e s s e n t i a l l y  make m in i n g  i m p r a c t i c a l  i n  

a  game r e f u g e .

S e l e c t e d  L a n d

S e l e c t e d  l a n d s  c o n s i s t  o f  t r a c t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  

u n d e r  t h e  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  and  A N I L C A ,  and  b y  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  u n d e r  t e r m s  o f  

AN C S A  o r  A N I L C A .  I f  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  i s  d e n i e d  o r  r e l i n q u i s h e d ,  t h e  l a n d  r e m a in s  

c l o s e d  t o  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  u n t i l  t h e  BLM c h a n g e s  t h e  M a s t e r  T i t l e  P l a t .  T h i s  i s

c a l l e d  t h e  n o t a t i o n a l  r u l e .  L a n d  c a t e g o r i e s  i n c l u d e  l a n d  s e l e c t e d  b y  N a t i v e

c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  l a n d  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e ,  an d  l a n d  s e l e c t e d  b y  b o t h .

A N I L C A  s e c  a s i d e  104 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f ,  

and  a d d i t i o n  t o ,  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,  p r e s e r v e s ,  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

a r e a s ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s .  The  A c t  a l s o  a l l o w e d  t h e  s t a t e  and  t h e  N a t i v e

c o r p o r a t i o n s  t o  s e l e c t  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  w i t h d r a w n  a r e a s .  Our  maps sh o w  l a n d s

s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  i n  f e d e r a l  w i t h d r a w a l s ,  s t a t e  s e l e c t i o n s  

i n  f e d e r a l  w i t h d r a w a l s ,  and  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  b o t h  i n  f e d e r a l  w i t h d r a w a l s .



The F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  made Land a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  N a t i v e s  u n d e r  

th e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  A l l o t m e n t  A c t  ( A N A A ) ,  and A N C S A ;  t o  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

u n der  ANCSA  and  AN IL C A . ,  and  t o  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  h o m e s t e a d s ,  h o m e s i t e s ,  

p a t e n t e d  m in in g  c l a i m s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  s i t e s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i t e s ,  and  l a n d  

a c q u i r e d  i n  f e d e r a l  d i s p o s a l  s a l e s .  P r i v a t e  p a r c e l s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  a  d o t  

c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n s  w h e r e i n  t h e y  o c c u r .  T h e  s t a t e  h a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  some 

o f  i t s  l a n d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h  l a n d  d i s p o s a l  s a l e s  and  l e a s e s .  The  t o t a l

a c r e a g e  d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .

G E O L O G IC A L L Y  FAVO R AB LE  AR EAS  

M i n e r a l  T e r r a n e s

Maps f r o m  t h e  M i n e r a l  T e r r a n e s  o f  A l a s k a ;  19P2 , w e r e  c h a n g e d  i n  s c a l e  t o  

m a tch  th e  1 :2 5 0 , 0 0 0 - s c a l e  q u a d r a n g l e  maps p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  T h e  

m in e r a l  t e r r a n e  maps w e r e  o v e r l a i d  on t h e  l a n d  s t a t u s  m aps ,  an d  t h e  a r e a  i n  

e a c h  t e r r a n e  t y p e  was d e t e r m in e d  b y  l a n d  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r y  u s i n g  an  e l e c t r o n i c  

p l a n n i m e t e r .  The  c o m p i l a t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  q u a d r a n g l e  a r e  g i v e n  i n  a n  a p p e n d i x ,  

w h i l e  a  t a b l e  i n  e a c h  r e p o r t  s u m m a r iz e s  a l l  t h e  q u a d r a n g l e  d a t a .

I n  t h e  f o u r  a r e a s  we h a v e  e x a m in e d  t o  d a t e ,  we h a v e  f o u n d  90 m i l l i o n  a c r e s

u n d e r l a i n  b y  m in e r a l  t e r r a n e s .  O f  t h e s e  l a n d s ,  26% a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m i n e r a l  

e x p l o r a t i o n  an d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  9% a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  and  65% a r e  

u n a v a i l a b l e .  O f  t h e  90 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  t h a t  a r e  u n d e r l a i n  b y  m i n e r a l  t e r r a n e s ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  65 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  u n d e r l a y  f e d e r a l  l a n d s ,  o f  w h i c h  12% a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A b o u t  17 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  

s t a t e  l a n d  a r e  u n d e r l a i n  b y  m i n e r a l  t e r r a n e s  o f  w h i c h  92% a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  

N e a r l y  8 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d  a r e  u n d e r l a i n  b y  m i n e r a l  t e r r a n e s  o f  

w h i c h  98% may be  a v a i l a b l e .

Private Land
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Each  q u a d r a n g l e  map i n  o u r  r e p o r t s  shows th e  l o c a t i o n  o f  m e t a l l i c  m in e r a l  

d e p o s i t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a n d  s t a t u s .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w as  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  

B u reau  o f  M in e s  M i n e r a l  I n d u s t r y  L o c a t i o n  S y s t e m  ( M I L S )  d a t a  b a s e .  E a ch  o f  

t h e  c o m p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d  M IL S  l o c a t i o n  p o i n t s ,  i d e n t i f i e s  one  o r  m ore m in e r a l  

d e p o s i t  s i t e s  w i t h i n  a 3 - m i l e  r a d i u s .  Num bers r e f e r  t o  p r o p e r t i e s  l i s t e d  i n  

a n  a p p e n d i x .  The  a p p e n d i x  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a l i s t  o f  p a s t  p r o d u c e r s  and  th e  

c o u i in o d i t i e s  p r o d u c e d .

T a b u l a t i o n s  c o m p a r in g  t h e  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  and  m i n e r a l  t e r r a n e s  a g a i n s t  

l a n d  s t a t u s  c a t e g o r i e s  we  r e  made b y  q u a d r a n g l e .  T h e s e  t a b u l a t i o n s  a r e  shown 

i n  an  a p p e n d i x  an d  s u m m a r iz e d  i n  a  t a b l e  i n  e a c h  r e p o r t  t e x t .

I n  o u r  w o r k  t o  d a t e ,  we h a v e  n o t e d  4 ,800  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  and  o c c u r a n c e s ,  

o f  w h i c h  o v e r  h a l f  a r e  i n  l a n d s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m in e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  an d  d e v e l o p ­

m en t  and  o v e r  one  t h i r d  a r e  i n  l a n d  w h i c h  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e .

CONCLUS IONS

P e rh a p s  t h e  m os t  m e a n i n g f u l  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  come o u t  o f  o u r  w o r k  t o  d a t e  a r e  

a s  f o l l o w s :

A f t e r  e x a m in i n g  tw o  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  we h a v e  f o u n d  

30% o f  t h e  l a n d  i s  o p e n  t o  m in in g  

10% i s  o p e n  w i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  and  

60% i s  c l o s e d  

I n  r o u n d  num bers

90% o f  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d  i s  o p e n .

80% o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  l a n d  i s  c l o s e d  

T en  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  e x a m in e d  t o  d a t e ,  24 m i l l i o n  o f  242 m i l l i o n  

a c r e s ,  i s  u n d e r l a i n  b y  m i n e r a l  t e r r a n e s  i n  l a n d  t h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  o p e n .  I n  

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  o n l y  10% o f  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  i s  w o r t h  l o o k i n g  a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

m i n e r a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  and  d e v e l o p m e n t .
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6-0295A

BY COGHILL, KELLY, PEARCE
1 IN  THE SENATE AND FRANK

2 SENATE BILL  NO. 35

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to  m u l t i p l e  use o f  s t a t e  land and

7 w a t e r . "

8 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  Sec t ion  1. AS 38.04.910(5) i s  amended to  read:

10 (5) " m u l t i p l e  use"

11 (A) means the management o f  s t a t e  land and i t s  v a r io u s

12 resource va lu es  so tha t  i t  i s  used in  the combinat ion t h a t  w i l l

13 b c meet the present  and fu tu re  needs o f  the peop le  o f  A la s ka ,

14 making the  most j u d i c i o u s  use o f  the land f o r  [SOME OR] a l l  o f

15 the [THESE] resources or r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  over  areas la rge  enough

16 to  p ro v ide  s r f f i c i e n t  l a t i t u d e  f o r  p e r i o d i c  adjustments  i n  use to

17 conform to changing needs and c on d i t io n s ;

18 (B) [IT] in c ludes

19 ( i )  [(A)] the use o f  the [SOME] land f o r  l e s s

20 than a l l  o f  the  resources  but does not exc lude  compat ib le

21 competing uses ;  [,] and

22 ( i i )  [(B)] a combinat ion o f  ba lanced and d i v e r s e

23 resource uses tha t  takes  i n t o  account the  shor . " - term and

24 long - t e rm  needs o f  presen t  and fu tu re  genera t ions  f o r  renew-

25 ab le  and nonrenewable resources ,  i n c l u d in g ,  but no t l i m i t e d

26 to ,  r e c r e a t i o n ,  range,  t imber ,  m inera ls ,  wa tershed , w i l d l i f e

27 and f i s h ,  and n a tu ra l  scen ic ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and h i s t o r i c

28 v a lu e s ;

29 *  Sec. 2. AS 38.05.300(a) i s  amended to read:

SB0035a -1- SB 35



(a) The commissioner s h a l l , where cons idered necessary  and 

proper ,  c l a s s i f y  land f o r  sur face  use [CLASSIFY FOR SURFACE USE LAND 

IN AREAS CONSIDERED NECESSARY AND PROPER]. Th is  s e c t ion  does not 

p reven t  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  land where the  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  warrants  

r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  nor does i t  prec lude  m u l t i p l e  [PURPOSE] use o f  land 

whenever d i f f e r e n t  uses are compat ib le .  An area o f  s t a t e  [STATE] 

land, wa ter ,  or land and water  [AREA] may no t ,  except by act  o f  the  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  be c losed  to  m u l t i p l e  [PURPOSE] use i f  the  area 

in vo l v e d  con ta ins  more than 640 acres .
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6-2129A

BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

IN THE SENATE

SENATE DILL NO. 454 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  c l o s u r e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  t o  m u l t i p l e
purpose u s e . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  Sec t i on  1. AS 38.05.300(a) i s  amended to  read:

(a) The commissioner s h a l l  c l a s s i f y  f o r  sur face  use land i n  

areas cons idered  necessary  and proper .  Th is  s e c t i o n  does not preven t  

r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  land where the  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  warrants r e c l a s s i ­

f i c a t i o n ,  nor does i t  prec lude  m u l t i p l e  purpose use o f  land whenever 

d i f f e r e n t  uses are compat ib le .  S ta te  land ,  wa te r ,  or land and water  

area may no t ,  except  by act  o f  the s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  be c losed  to 

m u l t i p l e  purpose use [IF THE AREA INVOLVED CONTAINS MORE THAN 640 

ACRES].
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