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I  f o r m a l l y  r e q u e s t  a  h e a r i n g  b e  h e l d  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  
c o n v e n i e n c e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  
1 6 5 ,  a n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a .

T h e  C h e l a t n a  P u b l i c  U s e  A r e a  c o m p r i s e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  
a c r e s .  M o s t  o f  t h i s  l a n d  i s  i n  t h e  S u n f l o w e r  B a s i s  s u b r e g i o n  
o f  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n .  A  v a r i e t y  o f  l a n d s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  —  
m u s k e g s ,  r i p a r i a n  f o r e s t s  a n d  a l p i n e  z o n e s .

T h i s  B i l l  c o n f o r m s  t o  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  
G a m e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o t e c t s  t h e  t r u m p e t e r  s w a n  n e s t i n g  
a r e a s  a n d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t ,  r o a d  a c c e s s  a n d  
m i n i n g .

I  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  I  w i l l  m a k e  
a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  d a t e .
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U K P A I I T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R K S O U K C E S  m  w illoughby  ave
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

O FFICE  OF THE COMMISSIONER

February 27. \ 989

The Honorable Bettye Fahrenkamp 
Chair, Senate Resources Committee 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

S u b j e c t : Senate Bill 165, An act establishing the Chelatna
Public Use Area.

P o s i t i o n : The department supports this bill as a by-product of
the Susitna Area Plan. The area plan was adopted by the 
commissioner and completed with the cooperation of other state 
a g e n c i e s .

B a c k g r o u n d : The Commissioner of Natural Resources adopted the
Susitna Area Plan on April 24, 1985. The proposed Chelatna 
Public Use Area falls within the boundary of this plan which 
provides for legislative designation of areas to be managed for 
specific uses or retained in public ownership.

This bill recognizes traditional uses, including mining, in 
appropriate areas, and provides for management under the Susitna 
A r e a  Plan until adoption of a management plan for the Chelatna 
Public Use Area.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m e n t .

Sincerely,

cc: Bill Sponsor
Committee Members 
Bob Evans 
Denby Lloyd 
Gary Gustafson
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