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N a m e  o f  g a m e  i s  u n f a i r

Dear Editor:
For the past 2 years I have been attempting to 

have an unnamed mountain named in memory of 
my la,e husband, Bruce McGhan. In my efforts I 
have followed the state’s requirements by contact­
ing friends and family and collecting over 1,000 sig­
natures of support, as well as support from local 
area residents and the Kenai Assembly where the 
mountain is located.

On Feb. 8, the state Alaska Geographic Names 
Board voted to reject my proposal, stating they felt 
the "significant contribution”  to Alaska criteria 
was not met. In my research I discovered there is 
no written definition for this criterion and it is 
being defined by the seven member geographic 
names board.

My question then is what gives these seven peo­
ple the right to discount what over 1,000 Alaskan 
voters have requested? Do we as the voting public 
have no say as to what our geographic features are 
named?

In the past, Alaska’s mountains, lakes and towns 
have been named after corrupt politicians from  
other states (Mount Foraker), drunken bums (Jun­
eau) and misunderstandings in spelling (Nome, 
Chicken). What’s wrong with naming our features 
after just plain, decent Alaskans?

Bruce McGhan and his family (which now spans 
three generations) have lived in Alaska since the 
1940s. They brought the brass rail to Alaska that is 
still in the Anchorage Fourth Avenue Theatre. 
They installed the first transmitter station on 
Mount Susitna. They worked on the statehood com ­
mittee. They installed all the water, sewer, base­
ment foundations and roads in the Tumagain area 
of Anchorage. They operated one of the first non­
scheduled airlines between rural Alaska and Seat­
tle. They homesteaded in the Kenai area.

If not for people like Bruce McGhan and his 
family, Alaska would not not be what it is today. 
Bruce represents the hard-working Alaskan, the 
average citizen. He was killed in a construction ac : 
cident at the age of 33, the prime of life when most 
people are just realizing their capability to make a 
significant contribution or impact on their towns, 
communities and states. Why should he be pun­
ished for not lh~ng long enough to meet the state’s 
"significant contribution” criterion which has no 
definition?

Debra McGhan 
Wasilla

F R O M  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  C U R T  M E N A R D
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H C R  32 - R e q u e s t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  Geographic Board to n a m e  a 
m o u n t a i n  on the Ken-ii P e n i n s u l a  after Bruce McGhan.

C O M M I T T E E  P ACKET C O N T E N T S

. Bill and Fiscal N o t e s

. N e w s p a p e r  articles, b i o g r a p h y  of Bruce McGhan, 
l o c ation o f  m o u n t a i n  t o  be named

. L e t ters of support a n d  s a m p l e  of p e t i t i o n  s u b m itted 
to State G e o g r a p h i c  B o a r d



K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H
144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA. ALASKA 99669 PHONE (907) 262-4441

DON GILMANY O R
J u n e  8, 1988

A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  
N a m e s  B o a r d  
P.O. B o x  B 
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

D e a r  Sirs:

O n  J u n e  7, 1988, the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  a p p r o v e d  a 
m o t i o n  to f o r w a r d  a l e t t e r  of n o n - o b j e c t i o n  to the 
n a m i n g  of  a m o u n t a i n  at L a t i t u t d e  60°26'0" North; L o n g i­
tu d e  149°33'3 0 " E a s t , S e c t i o n  13, T o w n s h i p  4N, R a n g e  2W, 
S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  l o c a t e d  o n  the n o r t h  s h o r e  of Kenai La k e  
an d  the s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  C r e s c e n t  Lake. The m o u n t a i n  is 
c u r r e n t l y  u n n a m e d  b a s e d  on the s e c t i o n  map - S e w a r d  B-7 
q u a d r a n g l e .

D e b r a  A. M c G h a n  has r e q u e s t e d  the m o u n t a i n  be n a m e d  in 
m e m o r y  o f  h e r  d e c e a s e d  h u s b a n d  - Mt. McGhan.

If we m a y  be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  the 
B o r o u g h  C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e ,  2 6 2 - 4 4 4 1  ext. 220/221.

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

J o a n n e  B r i n d l e y ,  CMC
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r u g h  C l e r k



February 1, 1988 
Cooper Landing, Alaska 
99 572

Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Planning Commission 

K e v e n  Fenner 
144 North Binkley 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

RE; Commemorative G e o g r a p h i c  Name 
Bruce McGhan (Mt« McGhan)

Dear Mr. Fenner;

The attached p r o posal was r e v i e w e d  at the J a nuary 
28, 1988 Cooper Landing C o m m u n i t y  Club meeting. The 
m a j o r i t y  of those p r e s e n t  a p p r o v e d  the propo s a l  to name 
the d esignated m o u n t a i n  Mt. McGhan.

There was c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  criteria 
for making such d e s i g n a t i o n  h o w e v e r  and the consensus of 
o p i n i o n  was that the S t a t e  s h o u l d  establish and enforce 
more stringent requir e m e n t s  for d e s i g n a t i n g  place names 
in the future.

Sincerely,

Wayne Morgan, Presi d e n t  
Cooper Landing C o m m u n i t y  Club 
P 0 Box 508
C o o p e r  LaNding, A l a s k a  99572 

e n d

cc; Debra McGhan



N o v e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  State G e o g r a p h i c  Names Board
c/o T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Community and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
P o u c h  B
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

i 1 • •

Re: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  n a m e

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  person(s) would like t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  for the 
n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai P e n i n s u l a .  T h i s  m o u n t a i n  is 
l o c a t e d  on the N o r t h  Shore of Kenai L a k e  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  s h o r e  of 
Cr e s c e n t  Lake. S e c t i o n  13, T o w n s h i p  4N, R a n g e  2W, S e w a r d  
Meridian. We s u p p o r t  the n aming o f  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
B r u c e  A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  of the c o n t i b u t i o n s . a n d  love, h e  q a v e  to 
the state of Alaska.
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N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1987

A l a s k a  State G e o g r a p h i c  Names Board
c/o T h e  Depart m e n t  of Community and Regional A f f a i r s  

Pouch B
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1

% • •

Re: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  n&me

The~'following person(s) would like to express t h e i r  s u pport for the 
naming of Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai Peninsula. This m o u n t a i n  is 
located on t h e  N o r t h  Shore of Kenai Lake and t h e  S o u t h  shore of 
Cr e scent Lake. S e c t i o n  13, Township 4N, R a n g e  2V7, S e w a r d  
Meridian. W e  s u o p o r t  the naming of this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
Bruce A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  u P  t.hp> rnnl-rihnfione, love, he gave to
the state of Alaska.
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I ___________ I*
N o v e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d
c/o T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Community and Regional Affairs 

Pouch. B
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

• •
» • •

Re: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  n&me

-The f o l l o w i n g — person(s) would like :o express t h e i r  s u p port for the 
n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai P ;ninsula. T h i s  m o u n t a i n  is 
lo c a t e d  on the N o r t h  Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore of 
C r e s c e n t  Lake. S e c t i o n  13, T o w n s h i * 4N, R a n g e  2W, S e w a r d  
Meridian. W e  s u pport the naming o this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
B r u c e  A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  cf the cont -ibutions, and love, h e  gave tc 
t h e  state of Alaska.

.P R I N T E D  NAME
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N o v e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d
c / o  T h e  Department of Community and Regional A f f a i r s  

P o u c h  B
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

• •
i ,

Re: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  name

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  person(s) would like to express t h e i r  s u pport for the
n a m i n g  o f  Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai Peninsula. This m o u n t a i n  is
l o c a t e d  on t h e  N o r t h  Shore of Kenai Lake and t h e  South s h o r e  Oi 
C r e s c e n t  Lake. S e c t i o n  13, Towns h i p  4N, Range 2W, S e w a r d  
M e r i dian. W e  s u p p o r t  the naming of this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
B r u c e  A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  of the contributions, and love, h e  g a v e  to 
t h e  s t a t e  of Alaska.

P R I N T E D  N A M E  ADDRESS S I G N A T U R E
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N o v e m b e r  1, 1987

A l a s k a  State Geographic Names Board
c/o T h e  Department of Community and Regional A f f a i r s  

P o u c h  B
Juneau, Alaska 99801

< * •
i , ,

Re: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  n&me

The f o l l o w i n g  oerson(s) would like to express t h e i r  s u p p o r t  for the 
n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai Peninsula. This m o u n t a i n  is 
l o c a t e d  on the N o r t h  Shore of Kenai Lake a n d  the S o u t h  s h o r e  of 
C r e s c e n t  Lake. S e ction 13, Township 4N, R a n g e  2W, S e w a r d  
Meridian. We s u pport the naming of this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
Br u c e  A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  of the contributions, and love, he g a v e  to 
the state of Alaska.

P R I N T E D  NAME ADDRESS S I G N A T U R E
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A l a s k a  S tate G e o g r a p h i c  Names Board
c / o  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Community and Regional Affairs 

P o u c h  B
Ju neau, A laska 99801

%
i

Re: c o m m e m o r a t i v e  name ' .
i

The~'following person(s) would like to express their^^upjpor^t £or the 
n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai Peninsula. This m o u n t a i n  is 
l o c a t e d  on t h e  N o r t h  Shore of Kenai Lake and t h e  South, s hore of 
C r e s c e n t  Lake. S e c t i o n  13, T o w n s h i p  4N, Range 2W, S eward 
M e r i d i a n .  W e  s u p p o r t  the n a m i n g  of this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
B r u c e  A. M c C h a n  b e c a u s e  of the contributions, and love, h e  gave to 

t h e  s t a t e  ot Alaska.

P R I N T E D  NAME ADDRESS SIGNATUI
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N o v e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 7

Alaska State G e o g r a p h i c  Names Board
c/o T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m unity and Regional A f f a i r s
Pouch B
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

Re:.., C o m m e m o r a t i v e  name% *
T h e  f o l l owing person(s) w o u l d  like t o  express t h e i r  s u p p o r t  for the 
n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on t h e  Kenai Peninsula. T h i s  m o u n t a i n  is

  l o c a t e d  on-the N o r t h  .Shore of Kenai L a k e  arid t h e  South shore of
Crescent Lake. S e c t i o n  13, T o w nship 4N, Range 2W, Seward 
Meridian. W e  s u p p o r t  the n aming o f  this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
Bruce A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  of the contibutions, and love, h e  gave to 
the state of Alaska.

" P  P . ' i ' S o x  ' S 1 M S I  '
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! 4 n & w r * G ?  I

P b 6 ^  H O S 5 5  A I o x ^ 1 5 K

4 W c ^ c .  fcs &0y  A ^  S I J

W i C t i Q '  P . O .  ^  i o i o c ! 'g  / W \  , r H 0  ^ 5 1 0

f o  f a t  M o t s '  S 's b  ^ - / o
. iftc_-^>Qv<rvjA^ /C"/3 £  Dj mo n cL ANcU- fflS/JS

I ! ? 0 ' s v r  ? e/ r / /

f a -  £:*■ H l ' l b X  f.O . uJasl/ltL/itL 6S?
17

H 1 U S H M  -  S a i t H J J H  ' ? 0 - | I 0 : ? T  C ? (  J . T  t W £



N o v e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d
c / o  Tlie D e p a r  UueJiL u l  Cunuuun 1 Ly a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
P o u c h  B
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

Re: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  N a m e
i  • .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  w o u l d  like to e x p r e s s  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  for 
t h e  n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  o n  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  T h i s  
m o u n t a i n  is l o c a t e d  o n  the n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  K e n a i  L a k e  a n d  the 
s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  C r e s c e n t  Lake, S e c t i o n  13, T o w n s h i p  4N, R a n g e  
2W, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n .  We s u p p o r t  the n a m i n g  o f  t h i s  m o u n t a i n  
in m e m o r y  o f  B r u c e  A. M c G h a n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  
a n d  l o v e  h e  g a v e  t o - t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a .

P r i n t e d  N a m e _______________ A d d r e s s ___________________ S i g n a t u re_______
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' r t f m  313A i L Q & y

 3 . ± o < /  / 5 S 3  a t £  < 9 4 £ t / o

H T I I S W I  -  S y i t U d *  T 0 : ? T  C S .  J . T  H t T



N o v e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 7

A l a s k a  State Geographic Names Board
c/ o  T h e  Department of Community and Regional Affairs
P o u c h  B
Juneau, Alaska 99801

i • * '

Re: C o m m emorative name

T h e  follo w i n g  person(s) would like to express t heir s u pport for the 
n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on t h e  Kenai Peninsula. This m o u n t a i n  is 
l o c a t e d  on the N o r t h  Shore of Kenai Lake a n d  the South s h o r e  of 
C r e s c e n t  Lake. S e ction 13, T o w nship 4N, R ange 2W, Seward 
Meridian. We support the naming of this m o u n t a i n  in m e m o r y  of 
B r u c e  A. McGhan because o f  the contibutions, and love, he gave to 
t he state of Alaska.
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N o v e m b e r  1, 1987

A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d
c/o The D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s
Pouch B
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

R e : ~ C o m m e m o r a t i v e  Name» • «
The f o l l o w i n g  p e o p l e  would like to e x p r e s s  their support for 
the n a m i n g  of Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai Peninsula. T h i s  
m o u n t a i n  is located on the north shore of Kenai Lake and the 
south shore of C r e s c e n t  Lake, S e c t i o n  13, T o w n s h i p  4N, R a n g e  
2W, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n .  We s u pport the naming of this m o u n t a i n  
in m e m o r y  o f  Bruce A. M c G h a n  because of the contributions, 
and love he gave to.the state of Alaska.

■Printed N a m e A d d r e s s S ig na tu re .
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January 22, 1988

Al a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  Names B o a r d

c/o The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i on a l  A f f a i r s

P ouch B

June a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

Re: f o m m e m o r a t i v e  N a m e  - Mt. M c G h a n ,  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  Kenai La k e

and the s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  C r e s c e n t  L a k e ,  S e c t i o n  13, 

T o w n s h i p  4N , R a n g e  2W, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

To W h o m  It M a y  C o n cern:

I h ave b e e n  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  a r e q u e s t  t h a t  d e s e r v e s  m y  a t t e n t i o n ,  as well 

as that o f  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  pe r s o n s .  T h i s  r e q u e s t  is s u p p o r t  f o r  the 

naming o f  Mt. M c G h a n  on the Kenai P e n i n s u l a ..r- -

As a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  a n d  t a x p a y e r  in t h e  S o l d o t n a  a rea, s i n c e  1963, I am  

t e n d e r i n g  m y  total s u p p o r t  for t h e  n a m i n g  o f  a m o u n t a i n  on the Kenai. 

P e n i n s u l a  in m e m o r y  o f  B r u c e  M c G h a n .  I w o u l d  be p r o u d  to k n o w  that I 

had a p a r t  in the s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  thi s  n a m i n g  in b e h a l f  o f  suc h  an a c c o m­

plished i n d i vi d u a l  s u c h  as Mr. M c G h a n .

He wa s  an o u t s t a n d i n g ,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n d i v i d u a l  that, a n y o n e  w h o  had the 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to be a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  h i m  w o u l d  ag r ee ,  I a m  sure. M o s t  p e o p l e  

do not m e e t  s u c h  an indiv i d ua l  in a l i f e t i m e .  He w a s  t r u l y  " o n e - o f - a - k i n d " .

Please e n t e r  m y  s u p p o r t  in y o u r  g r o w i n g  files o f  c o n c u r r e n c e s  f r o m  i n t e r e s t e d  

in d i v iduals.

S i n c e r e l y ,

\

R o b e r t  (Roy) T h o m p s o n

M u r r a y  L a k e  S u b d i v i s i o n ,  L o t s  #1 and #2

S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a

cc: Kevin Fenner, P l a n n i n g  D i r e c t o r

Kenai P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  

.. NJ B i n k l e y

S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9

D e b r a M c G h a n  

✓ HC 31 box 5268

W a s i 11 a , A l a s k a  9 9 6 8 7 - 9 7 0 4



6 2 3 7  B a l f o u r  D r .

L a n s i n g ,  M I  4 8 9 1 1  

D e c e m b e r  30, 1 9 8 7

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  f o r w a r d i n g  y o u r  p e t i t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

M a r y  B r a s i e .  W e  o f t e n  g e t  t h e  n e w s  l a t e ,  s i n c e  o u r  p a p e r s  a r e  

m a i l e d ,  a n d  o f t e n  h a v e  t o  r e l y  o n  f r i e n d s  t o  d o  l a s t  m i n u t e  c h o r e s  

b y - t e l e p h o n e .

W e  r e m e m b e r  B r u c e  w e l l  .and c o n s i d e r e d  h i m  a  g o o d  f r i e n d .  W h e n  

w e  l i v e d  o n  T e l e q u a n a  D r . , B r u c e  w a s  a l w a y s  t h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  s n o w s  t o  

p l o w  u s  o u t .  H e  h e l p e d  b a i l  u s  o u t  w h e n  o u r  s e p t i c  s y s t e m  f a i l e d  t o  

m e e t  D E C  s t a n d a r d s .  H e  h a d  a  v i t a l i t y  a n d  e n e r g y  I h a v e  k n o w n  f e w  

t o  m a t c h .  I s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  a l l  t h e  w o r k  h e  d i d  t o  f i x  u p  a n  o l d  

g r e e n  M e r c u r y  f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  w o r k  t h e  c a r  n e e d e d !
jr- ■

M y  w i f e  a n d  I h a d  a l w a y s  h o p e d  t h a t  B r u c e  w o u l d  b u i l d  o u r  

" d r e a m "  h o u s e  w h e n  w e  r e t u r n  t o  A l a s k a  n e x t  y e a r .  H i s  d e a t h  w a s  

a  s h o c k  b e c a u s e  m e n  l i k e  h i m  s e e m  i n v i n c i b l e  a n d  l a r g e r  t h a n  l i f e .  

E v e n  t h o u g h  B a r b  a n d  I h a v e  n e v e r  m e t  y o u ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  t h r o u g h  B r u c e  

a n d  h i s  p r a i s e  o f  y o u ,  w e  a r e  f r i e n d s .

W e  a r e  f o r w a r d i n g  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  a n d  l e t t e r  t o  s o m e  o t h e r  

f r i e n d s  f o r  t h e m  t o  s i g n .  E v e n  i f  t h e y  n e v e r  m e t  B r u c e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  

h a v e  k n o w n  h i m  a s  a n  A l a s k a n  b y  t h e  s h a d o w  t h a t  h e  c a s t .

M a y  G o d  b l e s s  y o u r  e f f o r t s  a n d  w e  s h a l l  r e m e m b e r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  

c h i l d r e n  i n  o u r  p r a y e r s .

Dear Debra,
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H e  w a s n ’ t  a  p o l i t i c i a n
State rejects widow’s plea to name mountain

Oebra McGhan

By SUSAN MORGAN HOW K 
Frontiertmin iu£f

Mount McGhan. »■ ’
Was ilia resident Debra McGbaq 

had hoped by now that a moun­
tain near Cooper Landing would 
bear that name in honor o f her 
late husband. This month, howev­
er, she says she was told that 
Bruce McGhan just wasn’ t impor­
tant enough to the state o f Alaska 
to warrant naming a mountain af­
ter him.

Soon after Brace, a life-long 
Alaskan, was killed in a construc­
tion accident Nov. 26, 1986, De­
bra realized she wanted a perma­nent reminder o f her husband o f 
13 years.

Someone suggested naming a 
star for him, but she decided on 
one o f the unnamed mountains on 
the Kenai Peninsula instead. "A 
star just seemed too far away," 
she say s. “I wanted something 
more tangible."

!« Debra began plowing through 
all the required paperwork and 
regulations the state told her she 
needed.

She collected signatures on peti­

tions, talked about her dream with 
politicians in the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough and traveled with her 

'two young children to meetings in 
the area. She never doubted that 
her husband was worthy o f a 
mountain.
"Brace lived and breathed Alas­

ka. This was home," she says. "I 
just always saw him go out o f his 
way to help the state as a private 
citizen."

Bruce and Debra married short­
ly after both graduated from Di- 
mond High School in 1972. Bruce 
owned his own construction busi­
ness in Wasilla. He was killed 
when the walls o f a sewer ditch 
collapsed on him.

Debra says her husband was an 
adventurer and recalls the time 
they spent camping and hiking on 
"their mountain" fondly. "Just to 
be in the heart o f that beautiful 
country was great," she says. "It 
was our favonte place."

After collecting 1,200 signa­
tures o f support, Debra’s applica­
tion to name Mount McGhan was 
finally approved by the Kenai

Borough last June.
She then packaged up all the in­

formation and supporting data and 
mailed it to the Commissioner o f 
Regional Affairs in Juneau for fi­
nal approval. A phone call from 
someone in the office in August 
told her the application looked 
"really good" and said appro val 
would probably be just a formali­
ty-On Feb. 9, however, she was 
told the state had refused her re­
quest.

"They said they didn’ t feel that 
Bruce had given the state o f Alas­
ka a substantial enough contribu­
tion," Debra says. "I said, ‘What 
exactly are you looking for’ and 
she said, ‘ w ell, like somebody 
who held a political office or 
something."

Debra k id  Bruce made more 
than his share o f contributions to 
Alaska. He designed a bear-proof 
trashcan still in use in state parks 
and took pride in installing sewer 
systems that wouldn’ t pollute the 
environment.

"His whole thing was, ‘ I ’m go­
ing to be here forever and my

children are going to bo here for­
ever,’ so he wanted to take care of 
the state," she says. "Uuf they 
didn’ t think that was enough.

She admits to feeling bitter. "Do 
they think that somebody who 
puts on a white shirt and |obt»0S 
in Juneau makes more o f a contri-' 
bution than Bruce did?" she asks. 
"This is what Alaska is all about* 
we’re the people who live here 
and work here."

Now, Debra says, she’s begin­
ning the appeal process. Juneau 
will need more supportive infor­
mation and reasons to consider 
naming Mount McGhan.

Meanwhile, a bronze plaque, in­
stalled by Debra, marks the 
4,730-foot-high mountain that her 
husband loved. After his death, 
Debra scattered his ashes over the 
peak and says she and the chil­
dren can feci his presence when 
they visit.

"It's like when you get there, 
he's really there," Debra says. 
"It’s so quiet, it’ s like being in the 
middle o f a picture. It ’ s like heav­
en and it feels like he’s really 
happy there."
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