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N am e of gam e is un fair

Dear Editor: _
For the past 2 years | have been attempting to

have an unnamed mountain named in memory of
my la,e husband, Bruce McGhan. In my efforts |
have followed the state’s requirements by contact-
ing friends and family and collecting over 1,000 sig-
natures of support, as well as support from local
area residents and the Kenai Assembly where the
mountain is located.

On Feb. 8, the state Alaska Geographic Names
Board voted to reject my proposal, Stating they felt
the “"significant contribution” to Alaska criteria
was not met. In my research | discovered there is
no. written definition for this criterion and it js
being defined by the seven member geographic
names board.

MK question then is what gives these seven peo-
ple the right to discount what over 1,000 Alaskan
voters have requested? Do we as the voting public
have gg say as to what our geographic features are
named’

In the past, Alaska’s mountains, lakes and towns
have been named after corrupt politicians from
other states (Mount Foraker), drunken bums (Jun-
eau) and misunderstandings in spelling (Nome,
Chlck,en%. What's wrong with naming out features
after just plain, decent Alaskans?

Bruce McGhan and his family (which now spans
three generations) have lived in Alaska since the
1940s, They brought the brass rail to Alaska that is
still in the Anc ora?,e Fourth Avenue Theatre.
They installed _the first transmitter station on
Mount Susitna, They worked on the statehood com-
mittee, They installed all the water, sewer, base-
ment foundations and roads in the Tumagain area
of Anchorage. They operated one of the Tirst non-
scheduled dirlines between rural Alaska and Seat-
tle. They homesteaded in the Kenai area.

If not for people like Bruce McGhan and his
family, Alaska would not not be what it is today.
Brucé represents the hard-working Alaskan, the
average citizen. He was killed in a construction ac:
cidentat the age of 33, the prime of Jife when most
people are just realizing their capability to make a
significant ‘contribution”or Impact on their towns,
communities and states. Why should he be pun-
ished for not lh~ng long enough to meet the state’s
“significant contribution” criterion which has no
definition?

Debra McGhan
Wasilla

REPRESENTATIVE CURT MENARD
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HCR 32 - Requesting the State Geographic Board to name a
mountain on the Ken-ii Peninsula after Bruce McGhan.

COMMITTEE PACKET CONTENTS

Bill and Fiscal Notes

. Newspaper articles, biography of Bruce McGhan,
location of mountain to be named

. Letters of support and sample of petition submitted
to State Geographic Board
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June 8, 1988

Alaska State Geographic
Names Board

P.O. Box B

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sirs:

On June 7, 1988, the Kenai Peninsula Borough approved a
motion to forward a letter of non-objection to the

naming of a mountain at Latitutde 60<26"0" North; Longi —
tude 149<33"30"East, Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W,
Seward Meridian located on the north shore of Kenai Lake
and the south shore of Crescent Lake. The mountain is
currently unnamed based on the section map - Seward B-7
quadrangle.

Debra A. McGhan has requested the mountain be named in
memory of her deceased husband - Mt. McGhan.

If we may be of further assistance, please contact the
Borough Clerk"s Office, 262-4441 ext. 220/221.

Very truly yours,

Joanne Brindley, CMC
Kenai Peninsula Borugh Clerk



February 1, 1988
Cooper Landing, Alaska
99572

Kenai Peninsula Borough
Planning Commission

Keven Fenner

144 North Binkley

Soldotna, Alaska 99669

RE; Commemorative Geographic Name
Bruce McGhan  (Mt« McGhan)

Dear Mr. Fenner;

The attached proposal was reviewed at the January
28, 1988 Cooper Landing Community Club meeting. The
majority of those present approved the proposal to name
the designated mountain Mt. McGhan.

There was considerable discussion regarding criteria
for making such designation however and the consensus of
opinion was that the State should establish and enforce
more stringent requirements for designating place names

in the future.

Sincerely,

Wayne Morgan, President

Cooper Landing Community Club
P 0O Box 508

C ooper LaNding, Alaska 99572

end

cC; Debra McGhan



November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board

c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs
Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

i
Re: Commemorative name

The following person(s) would like to express their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This mountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because of the contibutions. and love, he gave to
the state of Alaska.
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board
c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs

Pouch B
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Commemorative né&me

The~"following person(s) would like to express their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This mountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2v/, Seward

Meridian. We suoport the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because uP thp> rnnl-rihnfione, love, he gave to

the state of Alaska.
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board
c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs
Pouch. B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

» .

Re: Commemorative né&me

-The following-person(s) would like :0 express their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai P ;ninsula. This mountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Townshi* 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming o this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because cf the cont -ibutions, and love, he gave tc
the state of Alaska.
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board
c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs

Pouch B
Juneau, Alaska 99801

i
Re: Commemorative name

Thefollowing person(s) would like toexpress their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on theKenaiPeninsula. Thismountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore Oi
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because of the contributions, and love, he gave to

the state of Alaska.

PRINTED NAME ADDRESS SIGNATURE
. Esther PETEEts
Voa i /15 A ~NoY) 7oL 9 o X (I* tJA t iz z & A .
/L f~ rip K x 4 _e CL IS 1/ct ,x i. "Xy/
AR | L Yt~ f£fr t-P* /0o A K ' (" Fa/ frrif
A fl/ <2 £X\J A lc M O (S'./ Ao- A x x , xZ - i
L.e.Mo&e - A o> z Z Af g Zuvutz -
1 A& As-) AA“Pef-A-i AAAt SsTjz s , AJopr
f //"A X A A3C/> t ApAt-77, 7 mA/ATX ¥y @£
L 1 Ut f Z x r n Z 'y 1 oo 2Z CroulJGr. Kem A . A Z & ~ u J
D .e .L: a/a S a (lexX 131 S A a Dy L a A/e. . X 3 n z 2z
X " ad J ; a Ffi tJ/xArr . — LA B z arz "
F~/p.* i . A



November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board

c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs
Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

< * .

1
Re: Commemorative né&me

The following oerson(s) would like to express their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This mountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because of the contributions, and love, he gave to
the state of Alaska.
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Alaska State Geographic Names Board
c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs

Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801
%

Re: commemorative niame

The~"following person(s) would like to express their™upjpor™t £or the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This mountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South, shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McChan because of the contributions, and love, he gave to

the state ot Alaska.

PRINTED NAME ADDRESS SIGNATUI
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board
c/o0 The Department of Community and Regional Affairs

Pouch B
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re:..,, Commemorative name

The following person(s) would like to express their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This mountain 1is
located on-the North .Shore of Kenai Lake arid the South shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because of the contibutions, and love, he gave to

the state of Alaska.
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board

c/o Tlie Depar UuediL ul CunuuunllLy and Regional Affairs
Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Commemorative Name
| . '

The following people would like to express their support for
the naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This
mountain 1is located on the north shore of Kenai Lake and the
south shore of Crescent Lake, Section 13, Township 4N, Range
2w, Seward Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain
in memory of Bruce A. McGhan because of the <contributions,
and love he gave to-the state of Alaska.
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board

c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs
Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Commemorative name

The following person(s) would like to express their support for the
naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This mountain 1is
located on the North Shore of Kenai Lake and the South shore of
Crescent Lake. Section 13, Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward

Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain in memory of
Bruce A. McGhan because of the contibutions, and love, he gave to
the state of Alaska.
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November 1, 1987

Alaska State Geographic Names Board

c/o The Department of Community and Regional Affairs
Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re:~Commemorative Name

The following people would like to express their support for
the naming of Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula. This
mountain is located on the north shore of Kenai Lake and the
south shore of Crescent Lake, Section 13, Township 4N, Range
2W, Seward Meridian. We support the naming of this mountain
in memory of Bruce A. McGhan because of the contributions,
and love he gave to.the state of Alaska.

mPrinted Name Address Signature.
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January 22, 1988

Alaska State Geographic Names Board

c/o The Department of Community & Regional Affairs
Pouch B

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: fommemorative Name - Mt. McGhan, located north shore of Kenai Lake
and the south shore of Crescent Lake, Section 13,
Township 4N, Range 2W, Seward Meridian

To Whom It May Concern:

I have been made aware of a request that deserves my attention, as well
as that of other interested persons. This request is support for the
naming &{_Mt. McGhan on the Kenai Peninsula.

As a property owner and taxpayer in the Soldotna area, since 1963, 1 am
tendering my total support for the naming of a mountain on the Kenai.
Peninsula in memory of Bruce McGhan. I would be proud to know that 1

had a part in the sponsorship of this naming in behalf of such an accom-—
plished individual such as Mr. McGhan.

He was an outstanding, extraordinary individual that, anyone who had the
opportunity to be acquainted with him would agree, 1 am sure. Most people
do not meet such an individual in a lifetime. He was truly "one-of-a-kind".

Please enter my support in your growing Tfiles of concurrences from interested
individuals.

Sincerely,

Robert (Roy) Thompson
Murray Lake Subdivision, Lots #1 and #2
Soldotna, Alaska

cc: Kevin Fenner, Planning Director
Kenai Peninsula Borough
NJ Binkley
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

Debra McGhan
HC 31 box 5268
Wasilla, Alaska 99687-9704



6237 Balfour Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911
December 30, 1987

Dear Debra,

Thank you for forwarding your petition through the request of
Mary Brasie. We often get the news late, since our papers are
mailed, and often have to rely on friends to do last minute chores

by-telephone.

We remember Bruce well .and considered him a good friend. When
we lived on Telequana Dr., Bruce was always there after the snows to
plow us out. He helped bail us out when our septic system failed to
meet DEC standards. He had a vitality and energy | have known few
to match. I still remember all the work he did to fix up an old
green Mercury for his brother, and all the work the car needed!

- =

My wife and I had always hoped that Bruce would build our
"dream”™ house when we return to Alaska next year. His death was
a shock because men like him seem invincible and larger than life.
Even though Barb and | have never met you, we feel that through Bruce

and his praise of you, we are friends.

We are forwarding this petition and letter to some other
friends for them to sign. Even if they never met Bruce, they would

have known him as an Alaskan by the shadow that he cast.

May God bless your efforts and we shall remember you and your

children in our prayers.
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He wasn’'ta politician
State rejects widow’s plea to name mountain
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