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PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
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MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING
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CAPITAL 1 -o- ..... -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
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STATE OF ALASKA
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BELL VERSION: CSHB 7 8 ( F I N )
PUBLISH DA T E :  HOUSE 3 / 2 / 9 0

FISCAL NOTEREQUEST:
Revision Dale:
Title : An Ac- e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  C a rih n n
C reek  R e c r e a t i o n a l  M in ing  A rea______
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PERSONAL SERVICES
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CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

53.2 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5 . 5

TOTAL OPERATING 53.2 5.5 5.5 ,5-, ,1., 5.5

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
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OTHER 
TOTAL

53,2 5,5 5 , 5 5.5 5.5 5.5
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STATE OF ALASKA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS
DEPARTMENT OIVI3ION ■ ILL NUMBER SPONSOR

F i s h  a n d  G a m e H a b i t a t C S  MB 78 Rep s .  L a r s o n  a n d  M e n a r d
5 *0  RT TITLE C f  BlU.

C a r i b o u  Creek._Rec-reatiQnal_Mir.ing A i t .-
DEPARTMENT POSITION

S u p p o r t  A

/ h i
A

P**EPAR60 BY

F r a n k  R £ m L  A % '
DATE

.1-12-90
COPMJJjJlOpER S SIC*.

1444\ //  /  , /•
SUM M A RY

o t h e r  AGENCIES a f f e c t e d  b y  BILL

D e p t ,  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
D e p t ,  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n

CONSTITUENT GROUPIS) AFFECTEO BY BILL ,

1

C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  S p o r t  F i s h e r m e n

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL |

U n k n o w n

FISCAL IMPACT; □  NONE J 2 C  FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

Ba CKGROUNCILEGISLATIVE INTENT

T h e  C a r i b o u  C r e e k  R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  A r e a  is p r o p o s e d  to d e s i g n a t e  a n  
.recreational p l a c e r  m i n i n g  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c .a r e a  t o r

ANALYSIS OF BILUPROGRAM e f f e c t s

T h e  b i l l  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  C a r i b o u  C r e e k  R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  A r e a  o n  t h e  
l o w e r  r e a c h  of C a r i b o u  C r e e k  a n d  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  R i v e r .  T h e s e  
s t r e a m s  h a v e  b e e n  s p e c i f i e d  as b e i n g  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  s p a w n i n g ,  r e a r i n g  or  
m i g r a t i o n  o f  a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h e r i e s  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  A D F & G  p u r s u a n t  
t o  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 8 7 0 ( a ) .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s s i o n e i  
of A D N R  a d o p t  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  u s e  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  m i n i n g  a r e a  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A D F & G .  
T h e  p l a n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  m a y  a d d r e s s  m e t h o d s  o f  m i n i n g  p e r m i t t e d ,  t h e  t y p e s  
of m i n i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  m a y  b e  u s e d ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of h a b i t a t ,  a n d  o t h e r  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  c o n s i s i t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e s  s t a t e d  i n  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 6 0 0 .  T h e  bill 
f u r t h e r  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  A D F & G  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r m a y  r e q u i r e  s e a s o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  
to m a i n t a i n  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  A D F & G  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r s  o n

AUEN0MENTS PROPOSED

W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .

P a g e  1, l i n e  26: " T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  r e v i s i o n s ,  a n d . . . "  
P a g e  1, l i n e  29: " T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  M A Y  s h a l l  a d d r e s s , 
b u t  n o t  b e  l i m i t e d  t o . . . "
P a g e  2, l i n e  8: r e f e r e n c e  t o  A S  4 2 . 2 3 . 6 0 0  s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 6 0 0 .

FLEAS t  ATTACH A K P A A A T t S H U T  FOR AD O m O N AL COMMENTS OR AMALTSU.

0 1 - 0 0 9  ( R * V .  1 2 m



Analysis of Bill/Program Effects Cont*d

L o c a t i o n - s p e c i f i c  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  the e x p e n s e s  
i d e n t i f i e d  b e l o w .

T o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  D N R ' s  s c h e d u l e  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a r e a w i d e  a n d  
l o c a t i o n - s p e c i f i c  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a p l a n  
f o r  t h e  C a r i b o u  C r e e k  R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  A r e a  be f o r e s t a l l e d ,  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  p l a n n i n g  p o r t i o n  of o u r  f i s c a l  n o t e  w i l l  be 
d e l a y e d  c o m m e n s u r a t e l y .

I
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F Y  91

P e r s o n n e l

H a b i t a t  B i o l o g i s t  (18c) 3 mo. 4 . 5 / m o .
C l e r k  T y p i s t  (8a) 1 mo. 2 . 3 / m o .

T r a v e l

S t a f f  T r a v e l  t o  C a r i b o u  C r e e k  

C o n t r a c t u a l

T e l e p h o n e  7 5 / m o .  x 3 mo.

C h a r t e r  f o r  F i s h  S u r v e y s

S u p p l e s
T O T A L

F Y  9 2 - M o n i t o r i n g  F i s h  R e t u r n s  a n d  P l a c e r  M i n i n g  

P e r s o n n e l

H a b i t a t  B i o l o g i s t  (18c) lmo. 4.5

T r a v e l

a f f  T r a v e l  t o  C a r i b o u  C r e e k

C o n t r a c t u a l

T e l e p h o n e  a n d  P h o t o c o p y  
C h a r t e r  f o r  F i s h  S u r v e y s

S u p p l i e s
T O T A L

Attacnment Bill Analysis CS HB 78

13.5
2.3
15.3

1 . 0

0 . 2
1.0

0 . 1

18 . 1

4.5

1.0

.2
1.0

0 . 1

6 . 3
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  K K S ill'IM K S

O FF IC E  O F  THE COM M ISS IONER

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 W I L L O U G H B Y  AVE. 

JUNEAU, A L A S K A  99801-1796 

P H O N E :  (907) 465-2400

J a n u a r y  23, 1 9 8 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C u r t  M e n a r d  
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C l i f f  D a v i d s o n  
C o - C h a i r s ,  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  c o m m i t t e e  

P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M e n a r d  a n d  D a v i d s o n :

S u b j e c t : H B  78, A n  a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  C a r i b o u  C r e e k

R e c r e a t i o n a l  M i n i n g  A r e a .

B a c k g r o u n d : A  r e c r e a t i o n a l  m i n i n g  a r e a  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a l o c a t i o n
f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  g o l d  p a n n e r s  a n d  s u c t i o n  d r e d g e s  t o  m i n e  as a 
r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  as a c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n .  
C r e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  a r e a  w o u l d  m e e t  a p u b l i c  n e e d .  E a c h  

s u m m e r ,  t h e  M i n i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e s  r e c e i v e  n u m e r o u s  i n q u i r i e s  
a b o u t  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .

P o s i t i o n : T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l

m i n i n g  a r e a s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  p a t t e r n  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  is v e r y  c o m p l e x ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  
m i n i n g  c l a i m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  

m i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r  o n  t h i s  o r  a n  e q u a l l y  

o r  m o r e  s u i t a b l e  s i t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

cc: C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s
B i l l  S p o n s o r s  

B o b  E v a n s  
D e n b y  L l o y d  
G a r y  G u s t a f s o n  

J e r r y  G a l l a g h e r  
N e i l  J o h a n n s e n

10-J9LH



M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H

R e s o l u t i o n  N o. 8 9 -  0 6 5

A R E S O L U T I O N  OF T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A

B O R O U G H ,  S U P P O R T I N G  R E C R E A T I O N A L  M I N I N G  IN T H E  C A R I B O U  C R E E K  

M I N I N G  A R E A ___________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, encompassing approximately

23,000 square miles, is one of the largest Boroughs in the state of

Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough consists of suburban, urban

and rural areas and is presently experiencing one of the highest rates

of unemployment in the state of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has taken an 

aggressive approach in the promotion of economic development and tourism 

in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 78 proposes to establish the Caribou Creek 

Recreational Mining Area which will attract visitors and promote tourism 

in the state of Alaska and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area will 

include vacant and unappropriated State-owned land and waters within the 

NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 28, the NE1/4, SW1/4 Section of 29, the SE1/4 of 

Section 32, and the NE1/4, NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 33 Township 20 North, 

Range 10 East, Seward Meridian, Alaska.

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation may be improved with two revi­

sions.

- 1 - R e s o .  8 9 - 0 6 5  

A M  8 9 - 1 8 3
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G O R D O N  MA Y H E W
P.O . Box 39441 

Phoenix, Arizona 85069  
(6 02 ) 285 -1627

J a n u a r y  2 7 .  1 9 9 0

Mines In fo rmat ion  O ff ice  
3601 C S t r e  e t  
Anchorage, AK 99503

To Whom I t  May Concern:
Can you o lea se  send me in fo rm a t ion  about mining f o r  
o rec ious  meta ls  i n  your s t a t e .  Not on a supe r- se r iou s  
l e v e l ,  bu t j u s t  with a couple of pans, e t c . '
I  need to know the lav/s, so we w i l l  no t  be in  v i o l a t i o n  
and lo c a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  f r e e  to  the  p ub l i c  f o r  panning 
fo r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes .  ’ '
I f  you might have some maps a v a i l a b l e  on some good lo c a t i o n s  
t h a t  we can go to , p l e a s e  end t h i s  in fo rm a t ion  a l s o .
Thankyou f o r  your a s s i s t a n c e .

Gordon Kayhew

o

DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES

FEB12'SO
COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE 

JUNEAU



Stream:

Location:

Accoso Point: 

Discussion:

Caribou Creek, South Fork lataniska liver

Eastern portion of the Hat 3nusk i Su3.;tna orough, Township 2ON, 

Range 108, Seward Heridiar., Sec . 28, 32, 3.

Glenn Highway, south side near laribou Creek bridge.

Caribou Creek flowE south<rly from the Talkeetna Mountains to 

ito confluence with the Scuth Fork of the Hatonuska River on

the sough side of the Ole: n Hignway. Caribou Creek is one of

several streams draining ihe western portion of the Nelchina 

Mining district. Caribou CreeV from the Glenn Highway bridge 
northward into the Talkeetna Mtuntai is is heavily Btaked with 

mining claims.

The section of stream proposed here Lies south of the Glenn
Highway bridge and is a p p ’oxim; teiy a mile in length to its

confluence w i t h  the South Fork of the Matanuska River. South 
of the confluence, approximate y a nlle and one-half of stream 

on the South Fork is also proposed.

Below the highway bridge, C a r l j o u  Creek forms a  broad flood 
plain with numerous graveL bar:. Lsrge amounts of sediment is 

flushed through the canyci abo ie th< bridge during spring 

runoff replenishing the gravel bar < ach year. Gold is present 

in this drainage, althougn pro>ably not in commercial 

qualtity. Access would te off the : outh side of the Glenn 

Highway down a one iane g ravel road along the east bank of 

Caribou Creek.

Land Status: This township is presently state se ected.
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pectors and Geologists, ,an Anchor- 
^ _ age mining equipment shop*. 

ack a gold pan with your pic- Madonna has a simple answer tor 
nic lunch if you're heading those who wonder where they should

s*-*-
by Mark Skok 
T h D M  W rt ta r

DW out of Anchorage today— or
*  anytime. . , 1 V-v*'; •

It provides an excuse to stop at
some waysides you would otherwise 
cruise past It’s also a cheap way to 
become part of Alaska's heritage.

Gold can be found in many of the 
streams accessible by the state high­
way system, says a man who has 
prospected for 30 years in Alaska. 
The recreational panner won’t get 
rich, or even pay for his inexpensive 
equipment. But he can hope to bring 
home a few of the glinting flecks that' 
drew thousands to the north country . 
during the past 80 years, says James 
Madonna, owner of Alaskan Pros-
• - - * . • -.ssA-sj-*,

pan. "The entire state, with the ex­
ception of the North Slope, is consid­
ered the gold province of Alaska*’̂ "

•tr

^  .gravel washed downstream. Gold 
would be deposited just downstream 
of rapids, where the water first be­
gins. to slow. Gravel bars are good 
places to look, as are the gravel de­
posits around boulders. * • •• •

Many streams do not carry no-
Finding color, or gold flecks, is a s \  ticeable amounts of gold. But, say 

simple as pulling over at a wayside ̂  both Madonna and Hoekzema, any 
and panning the gravel, he said. If -“• areas in mountainous terrain are 
the wayside is near a stream where 'worth a try.
it boils out of the mountains, the like-. 
lihood of finding gold is relatively 
good. The water's force can carry 
the heavy metal only a certain dis­
tance. Where streams slow as they 
cross flatlands, gold is dropped.'— . " 

Robert Hoekzema, a geologist' 
with the U.S. Bureau of Mines, sug­
gested panners hike upstream of 
highways to get away from roadway

'* The National Park Service an­
nounced last week that recreational 
panning is allowed in all national 
parks in Alaska. Gold claim owners 
at Crow Creek near Girdwood, and ( 
at the Hubbard Mining Museum near j 
Cooper Landing on the Kenai Penin- ' 
sula, provide the opportunity to pan 
proven gold ground for a price.

"Gold panning is open every* •- 
where but on a man’s claim," Ma­
donna said  When leaving a roadside 
area to pan, be aware that claims 
might have been staked along it. 
Miners can be touchy about recrea­
tional panners. The gold they take 
isn't a problem. Vandalism of equip­
ment, liability and interruption of 
professional m>mng operations are 
problems. If you’re interested in 
panning on a staked claim, talk to 
the claim holder first. • v .

Certain basic equipment is 
needed to find any flecks. Pans are / 
either dark-colored plastic or steel, y 
Madonna recommends 14-or 16-inch , 
steel pans. "If you throw your spare 
tire on top of a plastic pan. It 
breaks.”

The dark plastic often is popular 
with miners because bright gold 
shows up more readily in it. A shiny 
steel pan can be blued by baking it in 
the oven for an hour at 350 degrees.

The edges of the pan should be 
rippled to keep gold flecks from slid­
ing out when the gravel is swished by 
over-exuberant miners. y.
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Recreational Mining in the 
Chugach National Forest

f f d t o r t  MOB Trv* r» o rm *o n  »«J w  
oanaao from « rtcon oul ov ffB
Urvtad S tD f Of0mm#or o  Apr<ururf O  
u J f cy «  OuCKI

S fto rt you UAB vOur run #y nm o or 
oaooa io oraoo*. STOP c o n to fr  n  m
paa  Cl rBO M norji minmg

w rm g c r n M a c w r o  mfTVAH. ix rrun f. 
And km Tna fno«a  on Br«arTM B itb  moa 
tar c m  ai art 

Sb. *mrma  n o  b/bwtb ana m n ri our- 
mg I B  cmoBfi o  t«o*r«mg ten and 
f f v w f i  rv M H H  bb mb ci tan yvnan inn 
agQA i r f  oug from toa m n g q t m i  or am 
cub  oa f B  carygan t#cry to Inn aggt. fB  
aggs c m l naacn Aooi fan m u  * x m c  rv  
taca n i l  m  abb ofKury w n j n  
ttrnamf r a t  nau« iarga t r r x x m  al m  Xxs. 
f B  Vac mnaC c m im iA C im o  iK X o n g  
muboa Of net — a nrg  KM m o  v B g tu m  
manar n o  f t t  oraam Mm

A4 A 1BC rnnar' HXJ A l  COnCMmAO AOCM
coca*, land b c a  m o  mot* cf A i-wyBra 
O p rw a c P  Xxx onmary coream b -W ^a i 
A X  1 ooan W  'tcrtatjonai m/wyg’  

9a»carv »ny i r t t  on w  Cnugacr 
Nalotvai R x i f  c o  I M O  Oi tomaorB *c* 
m^uog ot CO'f» surooaat *A COfrn -o 'K  
m-nng Bui ifmamoar A l 4 'AC —-n r 
'■•#11 *Ou " IB  A B»>4i OAfn 00 N7 

-4 .*  *“f  •g '-i 0 0rTB*t "om CC«
*g  'Or g o o  K»*m*rB»f •■m w -i%# ^Or#tt 
•ou na»B m i »  *b*« inn oc* o#»* r» 
mun ano ifOfAM on A r*wung :  A/m on 
ouoc  m o  om »ou mud « #kb o  wb o a t
AntOOMAfrOTB AOOAOMOmart MX# OO ncs 
' M  rn* -g n  c  o m  on m c m a i c m  
# n *u  r #  c im in  g m a  tOu n t  O " • ? »

5^A*ng a O ^m• #Ow o rfr t to '*a a nwmg oam y  -an 
^  .n o -  rn# ecaton  o* B gn  cntc«
•T CTB BaiAu of l>*H3 Wt-WJK^n £>uO< 
Pccrn T ’ C SHffi 5c* j 
A-4MJ 995 3
WfBm# u  M rfB

- y t i  t r—t  • c t  cn -*#.# *o i t i 'C  * r  
mu goo
PrrvBM GorCBfi Cnf

> o b  fH B tftn ao rcJ iM B » l’ #nW 
•tmnarat Ot AAAB» gO*Q m-rwyg OM wOfritwwvj l oarmdao >0r » *ff 

Crow Cfaaa u m  uacjtac *ba* G-o
-000 unoir UBCJt uAO 0*m# «4H *Pf
cOr*B San<MinHBVt Mmmg Uuaaum Saar C o oo f

/ O *  toa ca i a #  Oarm, m» 
r iU M  Sarvca

I Pannrg m o  mcnuAHaed auca oobi 
a rt earmoao cn At Braarra m vb form. 
'I you a rt on a tagat a * m  ic n a a  «Bn

2 U B  01 A—TBB < yr* v m o a  UW 
n x m  rro o ro o M . in o  at lartAm 
yanoaa b  mtbbo d  m «m g roacrn toma 
fraat ana canam "var ounpaan exam 
(Ooarn cnOBt O "0«V Zorwyg from 
Form  S frre a  O frcoti

3 HyorauACxng o not oartnm o
4 E l/wvnonng N u OHBX tuC/i At 

C fo n o t i  cabotran  arooaoart or 
tfryiar macrwBa an} not caim-ncc

5 SuCOn OffOQ-ng -t A-O -fO  Owl *c . • 
ootar man 300 !fd «9* » « •  t> "y»«* 
c im o g ra A a  c n m o a a n m o u n c i  
t-on or ai uyacAifO Dr '^e Owe* 
Rmgar

Mom Baxxf uvng a oeogo cpk* "r 
a u w  Oaoarvn#a cr Fryy aao Gam# 
u u to g  of f l/tA m i umo Ot ' tn  o  mg.# 
ton tOfwnmg D  rtir-ng A t i# f 4 0*5G 
hsn D o a a o n  obhth 4  tfrou^ao e  D tc g r  
tu fa m t oatgnaiao a t •moortis o- 
AAaoromoua itaagomgi i-tn fo r a oo tcm  
fWormaion on oarmi im3u t* r* c a  d«iv# 
conaa <tb a O f AG hamm O ^rton 333 
Raaooarry Aoao AncroAQt aiaam 99502

P fB ra o ns  in f l  Ima const a m  Or m n 
<yg v i  iTyooaao on te r#  S ' u r i  oy 
AQfAG Ahq Cnugicn NB ona fo»rv 
O atta  Rangart may rtm ro  caniin s c a i 
o  amogmg o m t u t o  o n o g n j m u o  
man 4 4 a r e a a i r y  o  crona obb» nst#r» 
i k u c k  it oganong a axocn a *o g f 
a (Ib tim b  g n w  man 4 nche i I '02 
marr ia f r i i  you K eu d  t*a a N o ca  cr m 
tm ' wBt ctb w c r x rm t  G t 'O  Rangar

6  Pfrmanan b a c w ib  tucn u  caDnt or 
rcaoa carvel Da Ouai

7 Cut orvy omo or od-tbo ua« -n jn 
ATM.

6 VKXk o rty  Braarry cAAnn» n c u m g  
I  g rsH t c a n

9 Oo not og n a c a f r t  CMua oatttN
I *cm WB f a r e

Cffrifro or Rnan
Tmean Lycn Banna » a ia t m o 

Sooxana. Suw -x n - ' * *  ^ - a  • *  c  
St*»aro Ancnyaga -g*>-»v 

Sf*an>a in *  :-8 - * a  - i  • -.Oft'anm -,om i g r v n .
Somaa. Slay *HN-n u«a • 1 2 J f  • *  

or ‘K O I Ro id  o  5 i<2 (S9 «mi o  »^oe 
Poao oar on *oao voe 

SUM are SummH Su* » m n  ' A — «
1 2 1 O tna m»uy ngnwa*

Raaunacon Star - •« /*  4 ' f 4 ».a>-aK 
fy a a  Sa«*<a oroga o* f  ^ t t t
l i s  ano OO-TS'IA’T' t*om Rat 5"*»» — n
ng oam

Gnn-ia S'A* * ” •  j 'A “  - f  c - f r f  i l l  
in y *< a <  auc id  300 w  -9 ' - a r t .  .  
camogrounc 

lu t r w  mu V o m o a  E n - 'f j-4-nacft 
Craacar* S*A* — Aral

•rom D oga on VB O o  Shtwkj " g n - # , . -e

COEHBT S*a* -*rur • i -•* V
5a v ^  Nyu#. .x  O'frogrt ; aata



U 
V 

O
l



0 tefea &tate Hegtfilature
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CO-CHAIRMAN 
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twtEMtu A i.oniM

P.O. Box 53 
Palmor, Alaska 09645 
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Committee on Finance

P.O. Box v 
Juneau, A laska 99811
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CO-CHAIRMAN
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P.O. Box 866 
Bothel, Alaska 99559 

(907) 543-3541

liVI EIM OIP1A INI ID y  M March 14, 1990

TO: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairman
Senate Resources Committee ^

(?2‘FROM: Representative Ronald Larsony Co-chairman
House Finance Committee

SUBJECT: HB 78, an Act establishing Caribou Recreational Mining

I would like to take this opportunity to request your consideration 
for scheduling HB 78, ari Act establishing the Caribou Creek 
Recreational Mining Area, for a hearing before the Senate Resources 
Committee.
HB 78 is an attempt on my part to help establish a tourist 
destination point where recreational mining can take place. 
Establishing such an area would give tourists a location where they 
can pan for gold or other minerals without having to research land 
title status or acquire state permits. The Caribou Creek area would 
allow for someone to recreational mine without worrying about 
being in violation of state laws or regulations.
If you have any questions regarding this piece of legislation, please 
don't hesitate to contact me. My staff person working on this bill is 
John Bitney, who can be reached at 3727.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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S T A T E M E N T  O N  H O U S E  B I L L  78

C A R I B O U  C R E E K  R E C R E A T I O N A L  M I N I N G  A R E A

H o u s e  B i l l  78 w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a t o u r i s t  d e s t i n a t i o n  p o i n t  
i n  t h e  C a r i b o u  C r e e k  a r e a  w h e r e  t o u r i s t s  c a n  p a n  f o r  g o l d  o r  
o t h e r  m i n e r a l s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  r e s e a r c h  l a n d  t i t l e  s t a t u s  o r  
g o  t h r o u g h  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  a c q u i r e  s t a t e  p e r m i t s .  T h e  s t a t e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  M i n i n g  e s t i m a t e s  t h e y  r e c e i v e  a b o u t  2 5 0  l e t t e r s  
f r o m  o u t - o f - s t a t e  i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  a r e a s  i n  
A l a s k a  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s m a l l  s c a l e ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  m i n i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s .

C a r i b o u  C r e e k  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  m i l e  1 0 5  o n  t h e  
G l e n n  H i g h w a y  —  a b o u t  65 m i l e s  f r o m  P a l m e r .  T h e  R e c r e a t i o n a l  
M i n i n g  A r e a  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  d r a i n a g e  o f  C a r i b o u  C r e e k  l o c a t e d  
b e t w e e n  t h e  G l e n n  H i g h w a y  b r i d g e  a n d  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
M a t a n u s k a  R i v e r  a n d  u p  t o  1 0 0  f e e t  o f  t h e  h i g h w a t e r  m a r k  o n  
e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  c r e e k .

A l l  o t h e r  m u l t i p l e - u s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  
a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  l a n d  a n d  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  f i s h  
a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  S e a s o n a l  r e s t r i c t s  t h a t  m a y  b e  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  i n  a 
g e n e r a l  p e r m i t  t o  b e  i s s u e d  b y  F i s h  a n d  Gam e .

I u r g e  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  78.

S
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by MarkSkok • pectors and Geologisti,'‘‘an Anchor-
Tiny* Wrtur > ?*, ’ age mining equipment shop^.. v -  .•;/
P ack a gold pan with your pic- 'Jfc- Madonna has a simple answer for 

nic lunch if you’re heading those who wonder where they should:

out of Anchorage today— o r ' pan. “The entire state, with the ex-
anvtime. . : Y.vV i  . ception of the North Slope, is consid­

ered the gold province of AlasJuu’&T ’ "

anytime. . . ■: v-v-v *
It provides an excuse to stop at 

some waysides you would otherwise. 
cruise past. It's also a cheap way to 
become part of Alaska's heritage. •• 

Gold can be found in many of the 
streams accessible by the state high­
way system, says a man who lias 
prospected for 30 years in Alaska. 
The recreational panner won’t get 
rich, or even pay for his inexpensive 
equipment. But he can hope to bring 
home a few of the glinting flecks th a ts 
drew thousands to the north country 
during the past 80 years, says James 
Madonna, owner of Alaskan Pro®-

J i
gravel washed downstream. Gold y 
would be deposited just downstream >' 
of rapids, where the water first be­
gins. to slow. Gravel bars are good 
places to look, as are the gravel da- ■ * 
posits around boulders. •• ..

Many streams do not carry no-
-Vr Finding color, or gold flecks, is as V ticeable amounts of gold. But, say 

simple as pulling over at a wayside-^ both Madonna and Hoekzema, any 
and panning the gravel, he said. If ■*> areas in mountainous terrain are 
the wayside is near a stream where 'worth a try.
it boils our of the mountains, the like-, 
lihood of finding gold is relatively 
good. The water's force can carry 
the heavy metal only a certain dis­
tance. Where streams slow as they 
cross flatlands, gold Is dropped;-- .̂ • 1 

Robert Hoekzema, a geologist ' 
with the U.S. Bureau of Mines, sug­
gested panners hike upstream of 
highways to get away from roadway . v

'* The National Park Service an­
nounced last week that recreational 
panning is allowed in all national 
parks in Alaska. Gold claim owners 
at Crow Creek near Glrdwood, and , 
at the Hubbard Mining Museum near • 
Cooper Landing on the Kenai Penin- ' 
sula, provide the opportunity to pan ' 
proven gold ground for a price. - •

"Gold panning is open every-if 
where but on a man's claim,'1 Ma­
donna said. When leaving a roadside 
area to pan. be aware that claims 
might have been staked along It. 
Miners can be touchy about recrea­
tional panners. The gold they take 
isn’t a problem. Vandalism of equip­
ment. liability and interruption of 
professional mining operations are 
problems. If you're interested in 
panning on a staked claim, talk to 
the claim holder first. • Y .

Certain basic equipment Is 
needed to find any flecks. Pans are / 
either dark-colored plastic or steel, j 
Madonna recommends 14-or 1 6 -Inch . 
steel pans. "If you throw your spare _• 
tire on top of a plastic pan, It’ • 
breaks.”

The dark plastic often is popular 
with miners because bright gold 
shows up more readily in it. A shiny • 
steel pan can be blued by baking it in 
the oven for an hour at 350 degrees.

The edges of the pan should be 
rippled to keep gold flecks from slid­
ing out when the gravel is swished by 
over-exuberant miners. *{, t.




