


SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT °"

DATE: 3/13/790 | FURTHER: Finance
DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE: 3 N ft
Resources Committee considered CSHB 78 (FINANCE)

"An Act establishing the Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area.”

and recommended:

[ 1 same title

[ 1 replace with CS [ 1] new title

[ 1 or adopt CS [ ] technical

title change

[ 1 attached amendment(s) (HB only)
[ ] letter of intent adopted

[S/fdo pass

[ 1 do not pass

[ 1 no recommendation

[ 1 individual recommendations

[ 1 further referral to

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): APPROVES PREVIOUS:

Dept/Date: Dept/Date:
[ 1 fiscal note(s) o o [yf'fiscal note(s) ZV¥7£ o e
[ 1 zero fiscal note(s) L zero fTiscal note(s) A j~ 6-
[ 1] appropriation-no fiscal note [ 1 Governor®s bill w/fiscal note

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chair: Signature and Recommendation



STATE OF ALASKA BILLVERSION: CSHB 78CFIN) No
1990 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISHDATE: .HOUSE .3/2/90
REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE
Revision Date: _ _ AencyAffected Dept of Fish and Game
Tillc:  An Act establlshlng the Caribou 92”; Habitat

Creek Recreational Mlnlng Area
Sponsor :  Larson and Menar Components:
Requestor: N
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY% |
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND <t STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEQUS
TOTAL OPERATING _ _yp -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
CAPITAL 1 -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
REVENUE -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
FEDERALFUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- _ 0 .-
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
ANALYSIS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Preparedby:  House Finance Committee Phone:  *65-3727
Division : Co-Chairman Ron Larson run*:_3/QL/90
Approved byCommlssCiBﬁle'rrman Lyman Huttman , /g A _ Date: 3/01/90

Agency:

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
legislative Sponsor

Requestor
Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ies) P3% ---- of



10 LEETsL ATV SE6ston UL ore:  HOUSE 312108
EouEST FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale: :
Title : An Ac- establishing the Carihnn é&eﬁc;yAf[%%tgd'a,ﬂqdatv”\/aat'erReso‘”ces
Creek Recreational Mining Area

Sponsor :  Larson and Menar

Requestor: House Finance

Components :_ Land & Water
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY % FY 96
PER\S/%NAL SERVICES

E%ﬁlTRIACTUAL 53.2 5.5 5.5
: : : 5.5 5.5 5.5
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
ND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING ~ 53.2 5.5 5.5 51 5.5

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 53,2 5,5 5,5 5.5 5.5 5.5
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL T U u 5.5 5 5.5

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Phone: 465-3757

Prepared by : House Finance Committee

DiniSion :y, Co-Chairman Ron Larson Date:. 3/01/90
Approved byu . fiftisjitgnan Lyman Hoffman™ Date:  3/01/90
Agency:

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ies) page of



DEPARTMENT

Fish and Game

5*0RT TITLE Cf BIU.

Caribou

DEPARTMENT POSITION

Support

P*EPAR60 BY

Frank RE m L

other AGENCIES affected by BILL

Dept,

STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

OIVI3ION mlLL NUMBER SPONSOR

Habitat CS MB 78 Reps. Larson and Menard

Creek._Rec-reatiQnal_Mir.ing Ait -

A A
L{t) i bATE COPMJJJIOPER S SIC*
: -1-12-90 1440111 |, /o
SUMMARY

CONSTITUENT GROUPIS) AFFECTEO BY BILL

of Natural Resources
Dept, of Environmental Conservation Commercial and Sport Fishermen

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

FISCAL IMPACT,;

ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL

Unknown

O NONE J2C FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BaCKGROUNCILEGISLATIVE INTENT

The Caribou
tor .recreational placer mining for the public.

area

ANALYSIS OF BILUPROGRAM effects

would establish the Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area on the
lower reach of Caribou Creek and a portion of the Matanuska River. These
have been specified as being important for the spawning, rearing or
migration of anadromous fisheries by the commissioner of the ADF&G pursuant
to AS 16.05.870(a). The proposed legislation requires that the commisssionei
of ADNR adopt a management plan and regulations for the management, use and
development of the recreational mining area 1in consultation with the ADF&G.

The bill

streams

Creek Recreational Mining Area 1is proposed to designate an

The plan and regulations may address methods of mining permitted, the types
of mining equipment that may be used, the protection of habitat, and other
restrictions consisitent with the purposes stated in AS 41.23.600.
further recognizes that the commissioner of the ADF&G 1is responsible for

the management of fish and game within

The bill

the proposed area and that the

commissionermay require seasonal restrictions on operations within the area

to maintain fishery resources. The ADF&G has worked with the sponsors on
AUENOMENTS PROPOSED

We recommend the following revisions to the language of the bill.

Page 1, line 26: "The management plan, 1including any revisions, and..."

Page 1, line 29: "The management plan and regulations MAY shall address,

but not be limited to..."

Page 2, line 8: reference to AS 42.23.600 should be changed to AS 41.23.600.

01-009 (R*V. 12m

FLEAS t ATTACH A KPAAATt SHUT FOR ADOmONAL COMMENTS OR AMALTSU.



Analysis of Bill/Program Effects Cont*d

Location-specific land management plan will require the expenses
identified below.

To the extent that DNR"s schedule for developing areawide and
location-specific land management plans requires that a plan
for the Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area be forestalled,
the need for the planning portion of our fiscal note will be
delayed commensurately.



Attacnment Bill Analysis CS HB 78

FY 91

Personnel

Habitat Biologist (18c¢c) 3mo. 4.5/mo.
Clerk Typist (8a) 1mo. 2.3/mo.
Travel

Staff Travel to Caribou Creek
Contractual

Telephone 75/mo. x 3 mo.
Charter for Fish Surveys

Supples
TOTAL
FY 92-Monitoring Fish Returns and Placer Mining
Personnel
Habitat Biologist (18c¢) Imo. 4.5

Travel
aff Travel to Caribou Creek
Contractual

Telephone and Photocopy
Charter for Fish Surveys

Supplies
TOTAL
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ctp n 07 STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR
4 T
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL KKSilII"IMKS 400 WILLOUGHBY AVE.

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

January 23, 1988

The Honorable Curt Menard

The Honorable Cliff Davidson
Co-Chairs, House Resources committee
P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representatives Menard and Davidson:

Subject: HB 78, An act establishing the Caribou Creek
Recreational Mining Area.

Background: A recreational mining area will provide a location
for recreational gold panners and suction dredges to mine as a
recreation activity rather than as a commercial operation.
Creation of this type of area would meet a public need. Each
summer, the Mining Information Offices receive numerous 1inquiries
about locations for such activities.

Position: The department supports the concept of recreational
mining areas. However, the land ownership pattern in this
particular area 1is very complex, and there are federal and state
mining claims which would complicate the operation of recreation

mining activities.

We look forward to working with the sponsor on this or an equally
or more suitable site.

Sincerely,

cc: Committee Members
Bill Sponsors
Bob Evans
Denby Lloyd
Gary Gustafson
Jerry Gallagher
Neil Johannsen



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
Resolution No. 89- 065

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THEMATANUSKA-SUSITNA
BOROUGH, SUPPORTING RECREATIONAL MINING IN THE CARIBOU CREEK

MINING AREA

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, encompassing approximately
23,000 square miles, 1is one of the largest Boroughs in the state of
Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough consists of suburban, urban
and rural areasand is presently experiencing one of the highest rates
of unemployment in the state of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has taken an
aggressive approach in the promotion of economic development and tourism
in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 78 proposes to establish the Caribou Creek
Recreational Mining Area which will attract visitors and promote tourism
in the state of Alaska and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Caribou Creek Recreational Mining Area will
include vacant and unappropriated State-owned land and waters within the
NW1/4, SWi/4 of Section 28, the NE1/4, SW1/4 Section of 29, the SE1/4 of
Section 32, and the NE1/4, NW1/4, SW1/4 of Section 33 Township 20 North,
Range 10 East, Seward Meridian, Alaska.

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation may be 1improved with two revi—

sions.

- 1 - Reso. 89-065
AM 89-183
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GORDON MAYHEW
P.0. Box 39441
Phoenix, Arizona 85069
(602) 285-1627

January 27. 1990

%38% rgformatlon Office
chorage, AK 99503

To Whom It May Concern:

Can you oIeaSﬁ send me Inf rmatuw about m g for
Precroug meail your st tle 0t on a, super=-serious
evel, but just with "a couple of pans, et.

0 \We

LA I 5045 )

lha ou m%n haye s% eeapeapgngvmgb e.on_some go?d locations

Thankyou for your assistance.

Gordon Kayhew

DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

FEB12'SO

COMMISSIONER™S OFFICE
JUNEAU



Stream:

Location:

Accoso Point:

Discussion:

Land Status:

Caribou Creek, South Fork Ilataniska liver

Eastern portion of the Hat 3nusk i Su3.;tna orough, Township 20N,
Range 108, Seward Heridiar., Sec . 28, 32, 3.

Glenn Highway, south side near laribou Creek bridge.

Caribou Creek flowE south<rly from the Talkeetna Mountains to
ito confluence with the Scuth Fork of the Hatonuska River on
the sough side of theOle: n Hignway. Caribou Creek is one of
several streams draining ihe western portion of the Nelchina
Mining district. Caribou CreeV from the Glenn Highway bridge
northward into the Talkeetna Mtuntai is is heavily Btaked with

mining claims.

The section of streamproposed here Lies south of the Glenn
Highway bridge and isapp 3xim; teiy a mile in length to its
confluence with the South Fork of the Matanuska River. South
of the confluence, approximate Yy a nlle and one-half of stream
on the South Fork is also proposed.

Below the highway bridge, Carljou Creek forms a broad flood
plain with numerous gravelL bar:. Lsrge amounts of sediment is
flushed through the canyci abo B th< bridge during spring
runoff replenishing the gravel bar <ach year. Gold 1is present
in this drainage, althougn pro>ably not in commercial

qualtity. Access would te off the :outh side of the Glenn
Highway down a one 1iane gravel road along the east bank of
Caribou Creek.

This township is presently state se ected.
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 tefea &tate Hegtfilature

Rep. Ronald L. Larson Rep. Lyman Moffman
CO-CHAIRMAN CO-CHAIRMAN
(807) 405-3727 (007)405-3706

tWtEMtu Ai.oniM
P.O. Box 53 P.O. Box 866

Palmor, Alaska 09645 - Bothel, Alaska 99559
(907 745-3626 ~outfe of i&epretfentattbetf (507) 543.3541
Committee on Finance

P.0. Box v
Juneau, Alaska 99811

IMEIM OIPIANIDDY M March 14, 1990

T0: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairman
Senate Resources Committee A

FROM:  Representative Ronald Larsony(Zg-chairman
House Finance Committee

SUBJECT: HB 78, an Act establishing Caribou Recreational Mining

| would like to take this opportunity to request your consideration

for sche_dulm%wH,B 78, ari Act establishing the Caribou Creek

gecrea_ttlgnal ining Area, for a hearing before the Senate Resources
ommittee.

HB 78 is an attempt on my part to help establish a tourist
destination point where recreational mining can take place.
Establishing such an area would give tourists a location where they
can pan for gold or other minerals without having to research land
title status or acquire state permits. The Caribou Creek area would
allow for someone to recreational mine without worrying about
being in violation of state laws or regulations.

If you have any questions regarding this piece of legislation, please
don't hesitate to contact me. My staff 7person working on this bill is
John Bitney, who can be reached at 3727.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



Alaska State Legislature

SENATE

Official Business P.0. Box V
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

STATEMENT ON HOUSE BILL 78

CARIBOU CREEK RECREATIONAL MINING AREA

House Bill 78 would establish a tourist destination point
in the Caribou Creek area where tourists can pan for gold or
other minerals without having to research land title status or
go through procedures to acquire state permits. The state
Division of Mining estimates they receive about 250 letters
from out-of-state inquiring about opportunities and areas in
Alaska available for small scale, recreational mining
activities.

Caribou Creek 1is located at approximately mile 105 on the
Glenn Highway - about 65 miles from Palmer. The Recreational
Mining Area consists of the drainage of Caribou Creek located
between the Glenn Highway bridge and its confluence with the
Matanuska River and up to 100 feet of the highwater mark on
each side of the creek.

All other multiple-use activities in the area will be
allowed to continue. The Department of Natural Resources will
be responsible for the management of the land and the
Department of Fish and Game will continue to manage the fish
and wildlife resources. Seasonal restricts that may be
necessary to protect fisheries habitat will be provided in a
general permit to be 1issued by Fish and Game.

I urge passage of House Bill 78.



C-6 The Anghorage Times, gunday, June 21;14)

Andjnragt OllinM,; -

Irn SV«
|_| Uu «)S. r
tﬁr)ngwﬁsﬁ) -pectors and Geolo%rst - Anchor- avr(ejl washed dwnstream Gold
" ack o[d pgn with your pic- Jfg-em!a%n neaqllr“g@esm l¢'ans erfo afora IdS oesrréerﬁ “Stat%W rtsrte b
nic ?uﬂla ?youre ﬂeagrng those Wi owon erwhe etheyVYrouIdr osI w Grave rs are o

he sal -area |n mountainous terrarn ar

an eL rhman of t a srd |sne rastreamw r ‘wort
streams accessi ebytesta he mo tarns her *The atronal P rk Service an-
w%y 53’ teJn says & man wi ? 1gh |s fe atrve nounced ast Week atr reatlona
rospected for years In %r])o ewate orce can .car( anning 1S a ow& natrona
ﬁ recreatronal anner won’t et meta 0 acertarn dr arsr Alaska igrmo nera
ric oreven }4 |nex ense tance er stre ssow S they row ree nearG rdwood, and |,
urpmetn the ng cross flatlands, gold Is dropped; MrnrngeMuseum near e
ew ntrn ec sthdts opert Hoe zema c %eoo ist * ?oper Lan |nﬂ on the Kenal Penin- "
reWt Rusands ot e north country — with the U.S. Bureau of Mines sg sula provget 8%ortunrtcy t0 pan '
(P% e past efar& ap/ %r%_ Heste anners hike u streagr rov(gn round'fora price. -e i
adonna, owner of Alaskan P Ighways to get away from roadway v pdnning 1S o en gver
Where ué ona anscarm
donna said. When leaving a roadsi e
are to an. eawarﬁ at claims
mlﬂt ve been ﬁta along It.

|rscan he t cyaF utrera
trona Eanners

|sn i {a)br ?tm anfa1 |nt|esrnr1u0tro(nu'8f
ssrona |n|n operations are
ems |tereste rn
annn fl ta claim, \?
erfirst. .

8 { t |
dgé atB" fin a§n§/ %g%pmgﬂs arg /
~colored pla

fvﬂ?rer dark- { or slleelh j

onna rec?mme ds nc
sfee gans T you t r? our spare, e
fire on top of a plastic pan, It's

r

e sl
e
%GOVGH oran?rourat%Or?e ege

The ed es of n should b
rrpple? vtv(ner?etir)re om 5% P 0 3 {ert

; ) ut of Anchorage taday— o'
some nr?)\r%r?d?tﬁwrrse E%a %}5\\% y p lémount o P@
annr rave

nregqggaorna ag s ¥ e o

.__/\ 4

b
&.J

16

\9 U ravel 1S swis
over-exuberant niiners.





