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S t a t u  o r  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J O N B A U

J a n u a r y  9, 1 9 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S a m  C o t t e n  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o t t e n :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  ar t .  I l l ,  se c .  18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  a u t h o r i z e s  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  G a m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s p e c i a l  m e a n s  
a n d  m e t h o d s  o f  h u n t i n g  b y  d i s a b l e d  o r  m e d i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  
p e r s o n s  i f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  g o a l s .  T h e  b i l l  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  o n e  e n a c t e d  

b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 8 8  w h i c h  g a v e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o v e r  60 y e a r s  
o l d ,  s p e c i a l  s e a s o n s  a n d  a r e a s  i n  s p o r t ,  p e r s o n a l  u s e ,  a n d  

s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s .  C h a p t e r  93, S L A  1988; 
C S S S H B  3 4 6 (Res).

T h i s  b i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  d i s a b l e d / h a n d i c a p p e d  s t a n d a r d  a n d  
p r o o f  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  A S  2 8 . 1 0 . 1 8 1 ( d ) ,  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  p a r k i n g  s t i c k e r s  f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s .  T h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w o u l d  i s s u e  a c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  a t  

n o  c o s t ,  t o  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  m e e t  t h a t  s t a n d a r d  a n d  
s u b m i t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p r o o f .  T h e  b i l l  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
G a m e  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h u n t s ,  i f  i t  is a p p r o p r i a t e  

t o  a l l o w  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  a t  l e a s t  70 p e r c e n t  d i s a b l e d  o r  
m e d i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  t o  u s e  c e r t a i n  m e t h o d s  p r o h i b i t e d  t o  
t h e  g e n e r a l  h u n t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i t  w o u l d  a l l o w  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  t o  p e r m i t  d e e r  h u n t i n g  f r o m  b o a t s  i n  

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  b y  d i s a b l e d  o r  m e d i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  p r a c t i c e  is p r o h i b i t e d  in 
g e n e r a l .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  d o e s  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  u s e  
o f  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G a m e  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a n y  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r  a l l o c a t i o n  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  R a t h e r ,  i t  w o u l d  
s i m p l y  a l l o w  t h e  b o a r d  t o  l e t  a s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  
w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  u n a b l e  t o  h u n t  t o  u s e  a w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  
m e t h o d s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  

w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r  a l l o c a t i o n  e f f e c t s .
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■ ACXOm UM K lO M lATTV I IHT1K T  " " "
Proportionately more Alaskans than residents of other states participate in hunting and 

trapping. These activities are an important aspect of "the Alaska lifestyle," providing 

much recreation while at the same time yielding products that are an important element in 

our diets. In addition to being important recreational and/or subsistence related acti­

vities, participation in hunting or trapping has important social ramifications.

Regulatory constraints on allowable methods and means for hunting or trapping imposed upon 

the general public presently preclude effective hunting or trapping by our disabled or 

A H u r s a  o ?  m l u p p c x w u m  o n m
The Alaska Legislature has granted the Board of Game the regulatory authority to manage 

Alaska's wildlife resources on the sustained yield principle for the maximum benefit of 

the people of this state. Currently, however, this authority does not permit the Game

Board to establish regulations which would single out a particular group of citizens for

special regulatory treatment. Passage of HB 62 specifically allows the Board of Game to 

adopt regulations governing methods and means of hunting and trapping which would allow 

disabled or medically handicapped persons to hunt or trap on virtually an equal footing 

with citizens without handicaps of this nature. Passage of HB 62 does not mandate passage 

of these regulations, but it certainly would indicate an intent by the Legislature that 

such regulations be adopted.
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BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

medically handicapped citizens. Passage of HB 62 would authorize the 

Board of Game to establish regulations on methods and means for the 

handicapped which would enable these citizens to participate in 

hunting and trapping to a greater extent than provided for by existing 

regulations.
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