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NOTES LT. VELENTINE 

HB 569

My main purpose is to bring you up to date reference the Enforceability of 

the maximum Length of Seines Vessels. During the summer of 1987 we 

received inquiries from the fishing industry reference the two criteria 

involved in determining the maximum length of a seine vessel. What was at 

issue was - did the vessel have to comply with both the 50ft official 

Coast Guard length as well as the 58ft overall length. The individuals 

inquiring into the statute wanted to build vessels that complied with one 

but not both of the criteria. IE., they wanted to build a 50ft official 

Coast Guard length vessel that was more than 58ft in overall length.

The Department of Law determined that one has to comply with both 

standards of measurement in order to remain legal. This opinion also 

included the Coast Guard definition of both Official Coast Guard register 

length as well as Overall Length. Which specifically excludes bowsprits, 

rudders, outboard motors brackets, similar fittings or attachments from 

the overall measurement. The following summer of 1988 we observed several

16.05.835



v e s s e ls  and re c e iv e d  s e v e r a l c om p la in ts  from  fis h e rm an  re fe re n c e  s e in e  

v e s s e ls  th a t  were c le a r l y  lo n g e r  than  5 8 f t .  o v e r a l l  le n g th , however th e  

p o r t io n  o f  th e  v e s s e l th a t  exceeded 5 8 f t  was in  most cases a b o lt e d  on 

t r a y  o r  e x te n s io n . We were u n ab le  to  p ro s e c u te  in  absence o f a S ta te  

S ta tu te  th a t  d e f in e d  o v e r a l l  le n g th  hence th e  f e d e r a l  s tan d a rd  was 

a p p lie d .

D u rin g  th e  Summer o f  1989 we fa c e d  a s im i la r  p rob lem  in  B r i s t o l  Bay . 

B r i s t o l  Bay D r i f t  G i l ln e t t e r s  a re  l im i t e d  to  a 3 2 f t .  o v e r a l l  le n g th  

v e s s e l .  U s ing  th e  s ta n d a rd  th a t  o v e r a l l  le n g th  d id  n o t in c lu d e  

a ttachm en ts  s e v e r a l  in d iv id u a l fis h e rm an  b u i ld  3 4 f t .  b o a ts  then cu t o f f  

two f e e t  o f  th e  bow th ey  then added a w a te r t i g h t  bu lkhead  to  b o th  cu t o f f  

s e c t io n s  and b o lt e d  the  (a tta chm en t) on th e  bow. Thus c irc um ven tin g  the 

3 2 f t .  o v e r a l l  re q u irem e n t . We re c e iv e d  numerous c om p la in ts  from  the  

f i s h in g  f l e e t  bu t were un ab le  t o  p ro s e c u te  a g a in  due to  a la c k  o f  o u r own 

S ta te  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  o v e r a l l  le n g th . To keep t h i s  new type o f v e s s e l from  

becoming the  in d u s t r y  s ta n d a rd  th e  B oard  o f  F i s h e r ie s  d e fin e d  O v e r a l l  

Length f o r  o n ly  B r i s t o l  Bay D r i f t  G i l l n e t t e r s  a t  i t s  F eb ru a ry  1990  m eeting



which specifically made bolt on bows ilegall. From an enforcement 

perspective only and not taking into account any biological or gear

efficiency questions we feel that what ever the legal overall limit is

ultimatly determined to be it should be clearly defined so that all

fisherman are put on to equal footing and also so that the length can

easily be determined in the field with a simple tape measurement.
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TO:

FROM:

Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairman 
Senate Resources Committee

Representative Cliff Davidson, Co- 
House Resources Committee

DATE:

SUBJECT:

March 20 1990 

House Bill 569
Maximum length of salmon seine vessels

House Bill 569 passed the House of Representatives on March 15, 
1990 and has been referred to the Senate Resources Committee. I 
would like to request this bill be scheduled for a hearing in Senate 
Resources as soon as possible.

This bill updates language currently in Alaska Statute 16.05.835 
which states commercial salmon seiners "may not be longer than 50 
feet, official Coast Guard register length, and 58 feet overall 
length." On September 12, 1989, the Coast Guard changed their 
method of measuring vessels. Previously, the length from the bow 
to the rudder stock was used. They are now measuring the overall 
length of a boat to be consistent with international law.

Alaska Statute and regulation both refer to the "50 feet, official 
Coast Guard register length" language. If this language is not 
changed in Statute, newly built salmon seiners will be Coast Guard 
registered using the overall length (rather than the keel length) and 
would be over the allowable size limit. The language change 
proposed in this bill will correct this problem and simplify the 
measurement standard.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any 
questions regarding this legislation, please contact Stephanie Love 
in my office.
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FISCAL IMPACT: 27 NONE 'Q FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED
BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

The US C o a s t  G u a r d  r e c e n t l y  changed t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of " R e g i s t e r e d  
Length". U n d e r  t h e  n e w  definition, s o m e  v e s s e l s  w i l l  e x c e e d  the 
50 foot r e g i s t e r e d  l e n g t h  limit, but n o t  t h e  58 foot o v e r a l l  length 
requirement, thus m a k i n g  t h e m  illegal for u s e  in t h e  commer c i a l  
s almon s e i n e  fishery.

ANALYSIS OF BILL'PROGRAM EFFECTS

P a s s a g e  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  wi ll not e f f e c t  the p r o g r a m s  of the 
division. P a s s a g e  w i l l  m a k e  it e a s i e r  for d e p a r t m e n t  st aff to 
explain, and t h e  p u b l i c  to understand, t h e  l e n g t h  restriction.

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

The t e r m  "overall length" has c aused e n f o r c e m e n t  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  the 
Bristol B a y  32 foot m a x i m u m  length r e g u l a t i o n .  T h a t  p r o b l e m  was 
ov e r c o m e  b y  d e f i n i n g  "overall length" t o  m e a n  "the s t r a i g h t  line 
length  b e t w e e n  the e x t remities of the v e s sel, b u t  d o e s  n o t  include 
a n c h o r  r o l l e r s . "  W e  r e c o m m e n d  this l a n g u a g e  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  as an 
am e n d m e n t  to this legislation.

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADOTOOHAL COMMENT) OH ANALYSIS.
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