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BY THE LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE

IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to food and housing for construction

workers at remote construction sites on public c o n­

struction projects; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 36.90 is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 3 6 . 9 0 . H O .  FOOD AND HOUSING AT pEMOTE CONSTRUCTION SITES, 

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, an employer or c o n­

tractor shall provide food and housing to an employee of the employer 

or contractor working on a public construction project at a remote 

construction site. The housing must meet safety and health standards 

for housing set out in the Standards for Occupational and Industrial 

Structures adopted by the department. The employer or contractor may 

not consider the cost of the food and housing in setting wages for the 

employee or in meeting wage requirements under AS 23.10.065 or 

AS 36.05.

(b) An employer or contractor who provides adequate transporta­

tion to employees is exempt from the requirement to provide food and

2 4 1|
housing under (a) of this section. Transportation is adequate under

25  ̂ this section if it

2 6 1
(1) is available daily at reasonable hours to and from the

2 7  I
remote construction site to a location that provides access to ade-

2 8 1
1 quate comnercially-available housing;

2 9 1'
(2) takes no more than 30 minutes to transport the employee
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from the departure point to the worksite; and

(3) meets applicable transportation safety standards.

(c) The requirements of this section are considered a part of 

every contract for hire for a public construction project in the 

state. The advertised specifications for a public construction con­

tract that is partly or wholly funded by state money must contain a 

provision stating the requirement for providing food and hous'.ng at 

remote construction sites.

(d) The department shall implement this section by regulation.

(e) In this section "remote" means a work site that is either 

more than 50 road miles or inaccessible by two-wheel-drive vehicles 

from a place that has adequate, commercially-available food and hous­

ing that meet the standards set out in (a) of this section.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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BY THE LABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE

IN TF ENATE

SENATE BILL NO.

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l y i n g  to food and housing for construction

workers at remote construction sites; and providing 

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 23.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 23.10.4AO. FOOD AND HOUSING A T  REMOTE CONSTRUCTION SITES,

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, an employer or c o n­

tractor shall provide food and housing to an employee working at a

standards for housing set out in the Standards for Occupational and 

Industrial Structures adopted by the department. The employer or 

contractor may not consider the cost of the food and h o u sing in set­

ting wages for the employee or in m e e t i n g  wage requirements under 

AS 23.10.065 or AS 36.05.

(b) A n  employer or contractor who provides adequate transporta­

tion to employees is exempt from the requirement to provide food and 

housing un d e r  (a) of this section. Transportation is adequate under

this section if it

(1) is available daily at reasonable hours to and from the 

remote construction site to a location that provides access to a d e­

quate commercially-available housing;

(2) takes no more than 30 minutes to transport the employee 

from the departure point to the worksite; and

(3) meets applicable transportation safety standards.
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site. The housing must meet safety and health
A



(c) The requirements of this section are considered a part of 

every contract for nire for a construction project in the state. The 

advertised specifications for a construction contract that is partly 

or wholly funded by state money shall contain a provision stating the 

requirement for providing food and housing at remote construction 

s i t e s .

(d) The department shall implement this section by regulation.

(e) In this section

erection, rehabilitation, alteration, extension, or repair, including 

painting or redecorating, of buildings, highways, or other improve­

ments to real p r o p e r t y ^  ^

road miles or inaccessible by two-wheel-drive vehicles from a place 

that has adequate, commercially-available food and housing that meet 

the standards set out in (a) of this section.

Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

(1) "construction" means the on-site field surveying,

(2) "remote" means a work site that is either more than 50
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Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

Bill No: HB 430

Title: An Act requiring that overtime wages at twice the

regular rate of pay be paid for certain work days and work...
... and relating to food and housing for construction workers at 
remote construction sites."

Approved: Mark S. Mickey
C om m issioner

Date: 2/6/90

The departm ent is concerned that the cost of complying w ith this proposed legislation will 
significantly increase the cost of constructing highway, aviation and other public facilities 
in remote areas of the state.

Section 2 of the bill provides that contractors shall furnish food and housing to an 
employee working at sites inaccessible by two-wheel drive vehicles or 50 road miles or 
m ore from commercially available food and housing. The departm en t is concerned that all 
construction workers, be they employed by the state or the contractors, have reasonable and 
adequate living circumstances while working on departm ent construction projects.
Toward this end, we have prepared a new  standard  for remote projects (though accessible 
by road). It requires that the contractor provide, a t no cost to employees, full-service 
cam pgrounds including water, power, showers, laundry  and w aste disposal. We believe 
this new  standard w ould save a substantial am ount of money compared to "camps" and 
resu lt in other benefits w hen compared to the standard  proposed in the bill.

The campground standard contemplated by the departm ent was one of four possible 
solutions to correct the problems associated w ith workers living in unsanctioned 
cam pgrounds (see "Policy Proposal for Accommodations on Remote Projects, October 
1989," attached). Notably, the selected standard solves all health and sanitary conditions 
raised as a concern, and was well received by the Departm ent of Environmental 
Conservation. It has three additional attributes w orth  m entioning when compared to the 
solution proposed in this bill.

r r \
/ • It requires that a worker provide a vehicle or trailer for h is/her housing. This 

serves to h inder out-of-state workers from flying into the state w ith only their 
luggage and working for extended periods. Notably, this bill would largely affect 
federally funded projects to which no in-state hiring preferences can be applied.

• By coordinating w ith other agencies, the campgrounds created by the department's 
new  standard could become perm anent facilities add ing  to the state's tourism  and 
recreational base.

F o r More Information Contact Catherine McHugh at 465-3900



• The department's standard results in significant savings when compared to the 
requirements o f the bill. For DOT&PF highway and aviation projects the 
requirements set forth in this bill are estimated to cost 5 times the cost of the 
campground standard  (2.4% vs. 12% of the aggregate construction cost). The 
consequences of the higher standard would be to raise the overhead cost of capital 
projects and subtract from the buying power of capital funds.

The departm ent intends to implement the cam pground policy discussed. It is 
contemplated to be in force on the following projects in the com ing year.

G lenn Highway, MP 135 N orth  (Nelchina Slide)
Richardson Highway, MP 79 North

As substitu te language w e would encourage the following language for consideration to be 
inserted at line (10), page 5.:

(c) An employer or contractor, at sites accessible by twc-wheel drive vehicle, but more than 
50 road miles from a place fiat has adequate, commercially-available food and housing, 
shall be considered as satisfying the requirements to provide food and housing under (a) of 
this section by providing a full-service campground. A full-service campground is 
adequate under this section if it

(1) has gravel, well drained surfacing at each camp space;
(2) provides power and potable water connections at each camp space;
(3) has common toilets, lavatories, showers, laundry with hot and cold water; and
(4) trash containers and holdmg tank discharge system is provided.

Proposed paragraphs (c) th ru  (f) to be re-lettered to (d) thru (g).

We would also comment that the bill as w ritten would all bu t elim inate the ability to use 
small contracts on remote locations w ithout very large transportation or camp costs. This 
would impact trail and w ilderness recreational facilities, hatchery renovation projects and 
sim ilar smaller undertakings. We would propose that a dollar th resho ld  be included below 
which projects would be exempt.



D R A F T

Full service campgrounds as outlined in section 644-2.07 of the 
specifications shall be required if all of the following criteria are met.

1. The project is located more than 50 road miles or 15 nautical 
miles from an established community. A community is assumed to 
have a post office, a restaurant, and hotel, motel or lodge services.

2. The project is scheduled to last a minimum duration of 60 days.

3. The contractor's construction staff (excluding clerical) is 
comprised of 15 or more employees.

4. The value of the contract exceed;, $750,000.

Policy S ta tem en t for Full Serv ice Campground



SECTION 644
SERVICES TO BE FURNISHED BY THE CONTRACTOR

ADD THE FOLLOWING:

644-2.07 Full Service Campground
When Item 644(7) appears in the bid schedule, the Contractor shall 
furnish and maintain a full service campground for use by the 
Contractor's employees. A full service campground is interpreted to 
include the campsite or trailer parking area as well as:

1. Electrical power
2. Water
3. Dumping station
4. Trash disposal '
5. Central shower/laundry/lavatory facility

If a designated site for the campground is not shown on the plans, it is 
the Contractor’s responsibility to locate a suitable site for the 
campground.

The Contractor must establish a campground within five miles of the 
project. The campground shall confonn to all applicable federal, state, 
and local regulations. No campground development shall begin until 
a plan for development, occupation, and cleanup is submitted and 
approved by the Department. This plan should contain the following 
information:

1. Location and size of the proposed site (map).
2. Sewage disposal system approved by the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation.
3. Number of people who will use the site and proposed 

dates of occupancy.
4. Power supply system conforming to the National 

Electrical Code.
5. Potable water supply system approved by the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation.
6. Road and trail site layout.
7. Clearing limits and slash disposal locations.
8. Sanitary landfill site approved by the Alaska Department

of Environmental Conservation.
9. Equipment and fuel storage area.

d r a f t

Special Provision 1 July 14,1989



D R A F T

The Department shall review the plan as submitted for completeness 
and applicability. Proposed modifications to the Contractor's plans 
shall be discussed with the Contractor prior to approval. Any 
modifications agreed upon shall be incorporated in a revised set of 
plans.

Campground facilities shall be provided for the Contractor's work force 
and other authorized personnel during the time that the Contractor is 
actively engaged in work at the project site. State employees may be 
provided for in the same installation and shall be permitted to use any 
and all facilities for a reasonable daily rate. The Contractor's employees 
shall not be charged. The campground shall be a private facility not 
open for public use.

Full Service Campground. Payment for furnishing and maintaining 
the full service campground will be made at the lump sum price.

644-4.01 Basis of Payment

Pay Item No. Pay Item Pay Unit
644(7) Full Service Campground Lump Sum

Special Provision 2 July 14, 1989
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Policy Proposal for Accommodations on Remote 
State-Sponsored Construction Projects 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
Draft - November 1989

In the Spring of 1989 the department was asked by a number of partes to 
investigate the allegation of unsanitary living conditions on remote 
construction projects being performed for the department. The general 
nature of the allegations was that in remote areas, where commercial lodging 
or private campgrounds were unavailable or otherwise fully occupied, 
workers were forced into make-shift camping arrangements without the 
benefit of potable water, sanitation facilities or trash disposal and with 
possible trespass implications. In other cases, concerns were expressed that 
the work force would occupy public campgrounds displacing the recreational 
visitors for which those facilities were intended.
In reviewing remote construction projects, we found that while many general 
contractors were providing sanitary campgrounds for their employees, others 
were marginally so, and some provided no facilities. Consequently, on some 
rural projects, there were circumstances warranting contract provisions 
requiring sanitary living accommodations for the work force.

We reviewed the type and nature of projects which this department has 
scheduled over the next six years to see which projects might warrant the 
requirement for housing provisions. We then described the threshold 
criteria which should trigger these special contract provisions.
Our proposed policy is that the following criteria must all exist before the 
requirement for mandatory accommodations would be invoked:

1. The project is located more than 50 road miles or 15 nautical miles 
from an established community. A community would have to have a 
restaurant, and hotel, motel or lodge services with sufficient capacity to 
provide services to the contract work force.

2. The construction project is estimated to last a minimum duration of 60 
continuous calendar days.

3. The construction staff consists of 15 or more workers who would h'kely 
require accommodations, including any sub-contractor's work forces.

4. The estimated amount of the contract exceeds $500,000.

5. The project is accessible to the highway network, including segments 
connected by the Alaska Marine Highway System.



Policy Proposal for Accommodations on Remote Projects I J  j
Draft - November 1989 - Page 2

The form and nature of the accommodations to be required was also 
evaluated. In reviewing options we considered four alternatives:

1. Provide basic campground services (gravel-surfaced space, potable 
water, portable toilets, and trash disposal).

2. Provide full-service campgrounds (gravel-surfaced space, potable water, 
toilets, lavatories, showers, laundry, power, trash disposal, and septic 
system).

3. Provide self-service camps including rooms and kitchen facilities (no 
housekeeping or cooking services; employees do own cooking and 
housekeeping).

i

4. Provide full-service camps (complete housekeeping and cooking 
services provided).

A review was made of the department's six year plan to determine how many 
projects scheduled for construction would meet the threshold criteria and 
their collective dollar amount. During the next six years $160 million of 
construction is expected to occur in remote locations likely to invoke the 
proposed accommodations policy.

From discussions with a number of construction estimators in the state we 
estimate the following surcharge costs for the four alternatives:

Alternative_____________ Surcharge___________ Six-vear Cost
1. Basic campground: 1 1.0% $1,600,000

2. Full-service campground: 2.4% $3,840,000
3. Self-service camps: 4.4% $7,040,000
4. Full-service camps: 12% $19,200,000

The additional cost for any of the above alternatives would come from 
existing capital budgets. It would, therefore, subtract from the highway and 
aviation facilities that could be built. Accordingly, cost is an important 
criterion, for the accommodations policy becomes another overhead cost 
subtracting from the purchasing power of state capital budgets.

The department believes that option #2 would best address the problems, 
while minimizing the cost. Construction employees would be responsible for 
their own lodging, whether that is as simple as a tent or pick-up truck canopy,
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Policy Proposal for Accommodations on Remote Projects 
Draft - November 1989 - Page 3

or as elaborate as a recreational vehicle or camping trailer. They would also 
be responsible for their own meals. The contractor would provide a clean, 
sanitary campground, complete with central showers, lavatories, and laundry, 
as well as flush toilets, potable water connections and power connections, or 
an equivalent alternative approved by the department.
The selected policy would address all the fundamental concerns that have 
£aarUjvised. Workers would have sanitary, non-polluting facilities. They 

~ Y w o ^ ^ ^ ro u ld  further be provided the practical necessities of hot showers, 
radndry facilities and the benefits of electricity for lights and small appliances 
(refrigerators, cooking appliances) which would make long-term stays much 
more comfortable. Equally important, the policy is not extravagant, it would 
raise cost of those individual construction projects by about 2.4% but the cost 
as a percentage of all capital project costs would be much less than 1%.

i

Participation of federai-aid would be required before the department could 
invoke the requirement for a camp on federally funded projects. Our 
discussions with federal agencies has been encouraging, but in instances 
where they would not participate in these costs, there is no general fund 
source to cover the cost of this policy.

Finally, the policy would not rule out the use of full-service camps on truly 
remote (off-road system) projects such as the Bradley Lake power project or 
airport projects located off the connected highway system.

9

I
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DEPARTM ENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FA C IL IT IES

ENGINEERING & OPERATIONS STANDARDS /

fla floxz
JUNEAU, ALASKA 9W1-25W 
AHONE: (907) 40B-20B1 
FAX: (907) M6-B306

March 16,1990

Henry Springer 
Associated General Contractors 
Alaska Chapter 
P. O. Box 240609,99524 
Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Mr. Springer:

The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT & PF) has received 
input from a number of sources concerning unhealthy living conditions of workers 
on state highway construction projects. Over the past year, the DOT&PF has 
consulted with various interested groups including government agencies, labor 
organizations and contractor associations to develop a state policy and a special 
contract provision which addresses these concerns.

We are in the process of implementing the policy but since it may have unforeseen 
effects we are still soliciting comments on the policy and special provision. We are 
striving to complete the review very quickly so that the special provision can be S  
included in projects meeting the criteria which are to be advertised after April 15,
1990. The policy and special provision would not rule out the use of full-service 
camps on truly remote (off-road system) projects.

Thank you of for taking the time to review the material. We appreciate your

28-AT 67LW



r Mr. Henry Springer 2 3/16/90

comments and welcome any suggestions. Please address your comments to Loren 
Rasmussen, Chief, Design and Construction Standards, DOT & PF, P. 0. Box Z, 
Juneau, AK 99811.

cc: Resa Jerral, AGC, Juneau Chapter
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P a g e  1, l i n e  14:

A f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " s h a l l "  i n s e r t  

" u s e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s t r u c t e d "

P a g e  1, l i n e  14:

D e l e t e  t h e  w o r d  " p r o v i d e "

P a g e  1, l i n e  14 a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " h o u s i n g "

I n s e r t  " f a c i l i t i e s  f o r "

P a g e  1, l i n e  14:

D e l e t e  "an"

P a g e  1 l i n e  14:

C h a n g e  " e m p l o y e e "  t o  " e m p l o y e e s "

T h e  s e n t e n c e  s t a r t i n g  on p a g e  1, l i n e  13 w o u l d  r e a d :

(a) E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  in (b) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  an e m p l o y e r  or 
c o n t r a c t o r  sha l l  u s e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o o d  a n d  h o u s i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  for e m p l o y e e s  of t h e  e m p l o y e r  or c o n t r a c t o r  
w o r k i n g  on p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  at r e m o t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
si te.

P a g e  2, l i n e  7, a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " r e q u i r e m e n t "

I n s e r t  " t o  u s e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s t r u c t e d "

P a g e  2, l i n e  7:

D e l e t e  "f o r  p r o v i d i n g "

P a g e  2, l i n e  7, a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  " h o u s i n g "

I n s e r t  " f a c i l i t i e s "

T h e  S e n t e n c e  s t a r t i n g  o n  p a g e  2, l i n e  5 w o u l d  read:

T h e  a d v e r t i s e d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  for a p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n t r a c t  t h a t  is p a r t l y  or w h o l l y  f u n d e d  b y  s t a t e  m o n e y  m u s t  

c o n t a i n  a p r o v i s i o n  s t a t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  u s e  p r e v i o u s l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  f o o d  a n d  h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  at r e m o t e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e s .

RESA JERREL
DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

ALASKACHARTER '* ERANKUN ST-STE A
ASSOCIAIEO GENERAL CONTRACTORS JUNEAU. ATASKA WI30I
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P a g e  2, l i n e  9 n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s :

"(d) T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t ^  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  a s e p a r a t e  
p r o j e c t  a n d  s h a l l  b e  b i d  i n d e p e n d e n t  of a n y  o t h e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t .

<e) U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  t h e  c a m p  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
an e m p l o y e r  or c o n t r a c t o r  o t h e r _ > i i s e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o o d  
a n d  h o u s i n g  t o  e m p l o y e e s  of t h e  e m p l o y e r  or c o n t r a c t o r  
w o r k i n g  o n ^ p u b l i c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  at a r e m o t e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e . "

R e n u m b e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g l y .

P a g e  1, l i n e  2 9  a n d  p a g e  2, l i n e  1:

Del e t e :
[(2) T A K E S  N D  M O R E  T H A N  3 0  M I N U T E S  T O  T R A N S P O R T  T H E  

E M P L O Y E E  F R O M  T H E  D E P A R T U R E  P O I N T  T O  T H E  W O R K S I T E : ]



Introduced: 3/22/90 6-2338A
Referred: L&C and Finance

BV THE LABOR & COHMERCE COMMITTEE

1 IN THE SENATE

2 SENATE BILL NO. 533

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to food and housing for construction

7 workers at remote construction sites on public con-

8 struction projects; and providing for an effective

9 date."

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. AS 36.90 is amended by adding a new section to read:

12 Sec. 36.90.110. FOOD AND HOUSING AT REMOTE CONSTRUCTION SITES.

13 (a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, an employer or con-

14 tractor shallJprovide7food and housing LtoranJemployeeTof the employer
/S'> -rf'Ti-'

15 or contractor working on a public construction project at a remote

16 construction site. The housing must meet safety and health standards

17 for housing set out in the Standards for Occupational and Industrial

18 Structures adopted by the department. The employer or contractor may

19 not consider the cost of the food and housing in setting wages for the

20 employee or in meeting wage requirements under AS 23.10.065 or

21 AS 36.05.

22 (b) An employer or contractor who provides adequate transporta-

23 tion to employees is exempt from the requirement to provide food and

24 housing under (a) of this section. Transportation is adequate under

25 this section if it

26 (1) is available daily at reasonable hours to and from the

27 remote construction site to a location chat provides access to ade-

28 quate commercially-available housing;

| 29 (2) takes no more than 30 minutes to transport the employee
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L L . from the departure point to the worksite; andJ
2 (3) meets applicable transportation safety standards.

3 (c) The requirements of this section are considered a part of

4 every contract for hire for a public construction project in the

5 state. The advertised specifications for a public construction con-

6 tract that is partly or wholly funded by state money must contain a
T e r

7 provision stating the requirement/for providing/ food and housing ̂ a t ^ ' " ^
A  wJ A

8 remote construction sites.
A N  r  /  ) AUtor'lcL) i  CJls)
<2 /  ^  The dePartment shall implement thi3 section by regulation.

10 (C j) (e) Xn this section "remote” means a work site that is either

11 more than 50 road miles or inaccessible by two-wheel-drive vehicles

12 from a place that has adequate, commercially-available food and hous-

13 ing that meet the standards set out in (a) of this section.

14 * Sect>2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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Thomas D. Armstrong 

6430 East 9th Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99504

TESTIMONY SB 533 4/2.3/90

Mr. Chairman members of the committee - For the Record 

my name is Thomas Armstrong, I am a resident of Anchorage and 

have been a resident of Alaska since 1947. I am a member of the 

International Brotherhood of Operating Engineers, Local 302. I 

have been a member of 302 for over 2 years.

During the committee hearings in House Labor and Commerce 

committee members said that they wished that they could hear from 

rank and file construction workers.

I support SB 533 and I am sure that all the men I work with 

support SB533.

It has only been in the last 6 years that members of our union 

have been without contractor provided camps. We were encouraged 

to delete this requirement for requiring camps from our labor 

agreements so that the union contractors we work for could be 

competitive with the non-union contractors who do not and have 

never provided camp living for their construction crews.



P a g e  2

I g u e s s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  for c o n t r a c t o r  p r o v i d e d  c a m p s  is j u s t  a 

f o r m  o f  p e r  d i e m  for c o n s t r u c t i o n  c r e w s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to w h a t  most- 

o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  r e c e i v e  w h e n  t h e y  m u s t  w o r k  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  to 

e a r n  a l i v i n g .

It s e e m s  to m e  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  o u g h t  to b e  f o r  t h e  

h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  m u s t  w o r k  at r e m o t e  

s i t e s .  T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a w i d e  r a n q e  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g .

S o m e  c o n t r a c t o r s  p r o v i d e  n o t h i n g  a n d  w o r k e r s  p i t c h  t e n t s  in o l d  

g r a v e l  p i t s .  S o m e  c o n t r a c t o r s  p r o v i d e  a p l a c e  to p a r k  a p i c k u p  

a n d  c a m p e r  a n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  s o m e  c o n t r a c t o r s  p r o v i d e  a g e n e r a t o r  

f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  h o s e s  w i t h  w a t e r .  V e r y  f e w  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  

p r o v i d e  d u m p  s i t e s  f o r  h u m a n  w a s t e  a n d  g r e y  w a t e r .

I t h i n k  i t  is u n f a i r  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  w o r k  o u t  o f  t o w n  t o  h a v e  

b u y  a c a m p e r ,  m o t o r h o m e  o r  t r a i l e r  a s  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  

S o m e  o f  u s  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  b u y  a t e m p o r a r y  s h e l t e r .

T h i s  b i l l  t r e a t s  n o n - u n i o n  a n d  u n i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s  a l i k e .  

C o n t r a c t o r s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a c a m p  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  

a n o t h e r  i t e m  i n c l u d e d  in t h e i r  b i d  d o c u m e n t s .  M y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

is t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n r o b l e m  

w i t h  c o n t r a c t o r  p r o v i d e d  c a m p s  as p a r t  o f  b i d  d o c u m e n t .
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