


B i l l  N o  C S S B  51 (H E S S ) D a t e :

T i t l e : "An Act extending the time C o n ta c t :  
period for a person to become 
a certified workers' compensa­
tion rehabilitation specialist; 
and providing for an effective 
date."

McClintock 
4 6 5 -2 79 0

One of the major concerns addressed by the Labor/Management Task Force 
in last year's workers' compensation legislation was to assure that 
qua lity  voca tiona l rehab ilita tion serv ices be provided by sk illed
professionals to assist Alaska's injured workers in their return to the 
work place, thereby reducing liability for long-term disability for Alaska 
em ployers. To accomplish this, specific standards for professional
vocational certification were included in the 1988 workers' compensation 
bill. These standards require that a person be a certified insurance
rehabilita tion specialist (CIRS) or a certified rehabilitation counselor
(CRC), or the equivalent in jurisdictions without CIRS or CRC certification 
standards, in order to be placed on the Workers' Compensation Board's list 
of rehabilitation specialists.

The 1988 legislation provided a one-year period, until June 30, 1989, for 
persons who had been providing rehabilitation services to obtain the
required certification. CSSB 51 would extend the time period for
obtaining certification by an additional three years. At this time, the 
Department is aware of four individuals who will not be able to meet the
certification requirements by the June 30, 1989 deadline.

The Department has no objection to this extension which will provide 
those who have been providing rehabilitation services the additional time 
needed to meet the certification requirements.

APPROVED:

Jim Sampson, Commissioner 
Department of Labor

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R / D e p a r t m e n t  of Labor



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  b i l l  v e r s i o n : c s s b s k h e s s )

1 9 8 9  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  p u b l i s h  d a t e  :

F I S C A L  N O T E

R E Q U E S T : ___________________ ___________________________________________________________
Revision Date: Agency Affected: L a b o r

T itle : " A n  A c t extend iaq  the tim e  pe riod ... BRU: W o rk e rs ' C om pensation

to  become a « .w o rke rs ‘ com pensation ...spcc ia lis t..."

Sponsor: D uncan  &  K e rttu la Components:

Requestor: Senate HESS W o rk e rs ' Com pensation

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E 1VUES: (Thousands ol'D ollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY  90 F Y  91 F Y  92 FY 93 FY 94

PERSONAL SERVICES

T R A V E L
C O N TR A C TU A L

SUPPLIES

EQ U IPM ENT

LAND &STR UC TU RES

G R AN TS,C LAIM S
M ISC ELLAN EO U S

T O T A L  OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L

REVENUE

F U N D IN G : (Thousands o f Dollars)

G EN ER AL FUND

FED E R AL FUNDS
OTHER

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

P O S IT IO N S :
F U LL -T IM E

P A R T-T IM E
TEM PO R AR Y

A N A L Y S IS : (A ttach a separate page i f  necessary)

Prepared by: Jacque lyn  M c C lin to c k

D iv is ion :
i l

W o rk e rs ' C om pensation j

u
Approved by Commissioner: J im 'S a m p s o n _ ^ 5 > < -r^
Agency: D e p a rtm e n t o f  L a b o r

D istribution (by preparer) :
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
O ffice  o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

P h o n e : 

D a te :

D ate:

465-2790
2/7/89

2/7/89

page 1 of 1



®la£fea ls>tate Hegfelature
S e n a t o r  J i m  D u n c a n

P .O . B o x  V  Ju n e a u . A l a s k a  99811-3100 

(907) 465-4766

COMMITTEES: 
F inance 

Vice C hair -  
H ealth E ducation 
& Social Services 
Budget*  Audit 

Bankino* 
Economic 

D evelopment

M E M O R A N D U M

F e r r u a r y  8 , 1 9 8 9

T O :  S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n , C h a i r

S e n a t e - L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e:n a t e/ V n ,

S U B J E C T :  C S  S e n a t e  B i l l  5 1  ( H E S S ) ,  a n  a c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t i m e  f o r

A  P E R S O N  TO  B EC O M E  A  C E R T I F I E D  W O R K E R S ' C O M P E N S A T IO N  
R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T ,  A N D  P R O V ID IN G  F O R  A N  
E F F E C T IV E  D A T E .

I  R E Q U E S T  T H A T  YO U  S C H E D U L E  C S S B  5 1  ( H E S S ) ,  E X T E N D IN G  T H E  
T IM E  F O R  A  P E R S O N  T O  B EC O M E  A  C E R T I F I E D  W O R K E R S ' C O M P E N S A T IO N  
R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T  F O R  A  H E A R IN G  A S  SOO N A S  P O S S IB L E .

A  P R O B L E M  H A S  A R IS E N  FO R  A  C O N S T IT U E N T  O F  M IN E  A S  T H E  R E S U L T  
O F  T H E  R E C E N T L Y  R E V IS E D  W O R K E R S ' C O M P E N S A T IO N  S T A T U T E S .  S E C T IO N
4 7  o f  C h a p t e r  7 9 ,  S L A  1 9 8 8 ,  a l l o w s  a  o n e  y e a r  g r a c e  p e r i o d  f o r

P R A C T IC IN G  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S  T O  C O N T IN U E  W IT H O U T  T H E  
R E Q U IR E D  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  FRO?) J U L Y  1 ,  1 9 8 8  T O  J U N E  3 0 ,  1 9 8 9 .  A F T E R  
T H A T  P E R IO D ,  C U R R E N T L Y  P R A C T IC IN G  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S  W I L L  
N O T  B E  A L L O W E D  TO  C O N T IN U E  I N  T H E IR  W ORK U N L E S S  T H E Y  A R E  
C E R T I F I E D  B Y  T H E  IN S U R A N T -"  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S  C O M M IS S IO N .

I N  P A R T IC U L A R ,  A  C O N S T IT U E N T  O F  M IN E  OWNS A  L O C A L  
R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S E R V IC E  A N D  H A S  W O R KED  A S  A  V O C A T IO N A L
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  C o u n s e l o r  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 4 .  T o  m e e t  t h e

B A C H E L O R S  D E G R E E  R E Q U IR E M E N T  F O R  A  C A T E G O R Y  TWO R E H A B I L I T A T I O N
S p e c i a l i s t , s h e  i s  n o w  t a k i n g  1 7  c r e d i t  h o u r s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o

C O N T IN U IN G  H E R  W ORK A S  A  R E H A B  S P E C I A L I S T .  A t  T H E  T IM E  O F  
E N A C T M E N T  O F  T H E  L E G I S L A T I O N ,  S H E  S T I L L  N E E D E D  TWO Y E A R S  TO  
A T T A I N  H E R  B A C H E L O R 'S  D E G R E E . T H I S  M E A N S  T H A T  ON J U N E  3 0 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  
S H E  W I L L  B E C O M E  I N E L I G I B L E  TO  C O N T IN U E  H E R  W ORK A S  A  
R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T  I N  S P I T E  O F  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  S H E  I S  D O IN G  
A N  E X C E L L E N T  J O B  A N D  H A S  R E F E R E N C E S  W H IC H  B E A R  T H I S  O U T .

C S  S B  5 1  (H E S S )  w i l l  e x t e n d  t h e  g r a c e  p e r i o d  t o  a t t a i n  
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  U N T I L  J U N E  3 0 ,  1 9 9 2 ,  B U T  O N L Y  FO R  I N D I V I D U A L S  WHO 
W ER E A C T I V E L Y  E M P L O Y E D  F O R  A T  L E A S T  O N E  Y E A R  B E F O R E  J U N E  3 0 ,  1 9 8 8  
A S  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S .

D is tr ic t  C



Senate Bill 51
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T h e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  m a k e s  t w o  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  
b i l l .  O n e , i t  c h a n g e s  t h e  t i t l e  s o  t h a t  i t  r e f e r s  t o  e x t e n d i n g

T H E  T IM E  P E R IO D  T O  B E C O M E  A  C E R T I F I E D  W O R K ER S  C O M P E N S A T IO N  
R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T .  S E C O N D , T H E  R E Q U IR E M E N T S  C O N T A IN E D  I N  
T H E  O R I G I N A L  V E R S IO N  O F  T H E  B I L L  ON L I N E S  1 8  TH R O U G H  2 1  A R E  
D E L E T E D .  T H E  W O R K E R S * C O M P E N S A T IO N  B O A R D  T E S T I F I E D  H A T  T H E Y  A R E  
S A T I S F I E D  W IT H  T H E  C O M P E T E N C Y  O F  T H E  F O U R  I N D I V I D U A L S  A F F E C T E D  B Y  
T H I S  B I L L ,  SO T H E  V E R I F I C A T I O N  T H A T  T H E Y  A R E  A C T I V E L '.  P U R S U IN G  
C E R T I F I C A T I O N  A S  W O R K E R S * C O M P E N S A T IO N  S P E C I A L I S T S  A N D  T H E  
L E T T E R S  O F  R E C O M M E N D A T IO N  B Y  O T H E R S  W I L L  N O T  B E  N E C E S S A R Y .

A t t a c h m e n t s
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R E C E I V E D
January 20, 1989

Senator Duncan 
Alaska State Legislature

FFB 3 1989
SENATOR TIM KELLY 
SENATE PRESIDENTRoom 119, Capital 

P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Senator:
We received your request for the labor-management Workers' Compensation 
task force to review your proposed legislation. We apologue for taking so long 
to reply but holidays, vacations, sickness and having to contact everyone 
individually by phone because we couldn't establish a convenient meeting 
date, has caused a lengthier process than anticipated.
As you know developing legislation took the labor-management committee 
eighteen months. We had several major goals but our main concern was to 
benefit the injured worker, providing a fast, speedy remedy that had been lost 
over the years. We were especially interested in ensuring that the dollars paid 
by employers went to benefit the workers and not service providers.
Vocational rehabilitation was a key area of concern: with both labor and 
management complaining the system was not working. It was our intent to 
create a system that utilized skilled professional people to assist our injured 
workers in their return to the work place. We, therefore, through the
suggestion of vocational rehabilitation specialists in Alaska, decided to use a
national standard for professional certification.
We knew at the time that there might be a few individuals currently
practicing vocational rehabilitation that would be negatively impacted by this
choice. However our goal was to consider the injured worker first. We also
recognized that we had to focus on the good of the many not the few.
When the legislation was in hearing in the House with Representative 
Donnelly's Labor and Commerce Committee, Representative Collins brought the 
question of "grandfathering-in" current rehab providers. We had not
intended to grandfather any providers but considered her proposal in light of 
its basic fairness. Representative Hudson was particularly concerned about 
one of his constituents Denise Van Der Pol who was pursuing rehab 
certification. The Labor and Commerce Committee considered one year, two 
year and three year grandfathering. After testimony to the committees and 
discussion with Hudson and Van Der Pole it was concluded and agreed that
everyone could live with a one year grandfathering provision.
We find it surprising that a year btcr a single individual who was included in
the original decision should be complaining about the agreement. We are not 
aware of any other individuals that have been unfairly impacted by this
statute.



r

Wc feel that the statute should be allowed at least a year to be tested. It is 
premature we think to conclude that it isn't working. We also feel that since 
only one individual seems to have a complaint that it is much more important 
to be concerned about the majority.
Although wc certainly appreciate your concern as a legislature for your 
constituency; we feel strongly that the injured workers in Alaska arc the 
overriding concern. We feel the need is to guarantee to injured workers a 
level of professional competency in their rehabilitation specialist. We 
therefore must tell you we can't support your proposed legislation. We thank 
you very much for requesting our opinion.

Sincere!*,

Robert Anders 
Co-ChairCo-Chair

cc: Senator Tim Kelly
Jacquelin McClintock 
Representative Dave Donnelly


