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FISCAL NOTE
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Title:An Act relating to the regulation of r r h -Occupational Licensing ~

nurse aides by the Board of Nursing; and providing for an effective date.
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Under the Nursing Reform Act of 1987 (PL 103-200)4 the federal govern­

ment requires each state to create a nurse aide training and certifica­

tion program and to begin implementation of the program at tht start of 

1989. As a result, funding of $96.1 is being provided to the Division 

of Occupational Licensing by interagency receipts from the Division of
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f u n d s  a n d  a n  e q u a l  a m o u n t  a r e  f e d e r a l  f u n d s .
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STEVE CDWPER

S  T  A  T  IS O  F  A  I- A  H  1C A
OFFICE. OF THE! GOVERNOR 

<! I I  N  12 A  U

F e b r u a r y  3, 1 9 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  T i m  K e l l y  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  M r .  P r e s i d e n t :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  ar t .  I l l ,  s e c .  18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  t h a t  w i l l  a u t h o r i z e  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  (DCED) t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  
e s t a b l i s h  a p r o g r a m  f o r  c e r t i f y i n g  n u r s e  a i d e s .

A  r e c e n t  f e d e r a l  l a w  r e q u i r e s  s t a t e s  t o  c e r t i f y  t h e  e d u ­
c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g ,  a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r ,  n u r s e  
a i d e s .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
l o n g - t e r m - c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  q u a l i f y  f o r  
m e d i c a r e  a n d  m e d i c a i d  m o n e y .

T h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
‘H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n ­
a l  l i c e n s i n g  i n  D C E D  a r e  j o i n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t i n g  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  
a g e n c i e s  h a v e  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
a s p e c t s  s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n­

s i n g ,  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  a s s u m e  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  n u r s e  a i d e s .

T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a p e r s o n  b e  
c e r t i f i e d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  b e f o r e  p r a c t i c i n g  as a n u r s e  a i d e  
is d e l a y e d  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 9 0 ,  t o  a l l o w  p e r s o n s
c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  a s  n u r s e  a i d e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  d o i n g  s o  

u n t i l  t h e y  h a v e  a r e a s o n a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  u n d e r  

se c .  2 o f  t h i s  b i l l .

T h e  d i v i s i o n s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  
p r o v i d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  r u n n i n g  
t h i s  p r o g r a m  i n  F Y  89 a n d  F Y  90. A f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  s t a t e  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .
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C o w p e r

B e c a u s e  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a d v a n c e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  t h a t  
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Medical Assistance in the Department of Health and Social Services. The 
federal government is funding a portion of the $96.1 for FY 89 and FY 90; 
after which, the costs to run the program will be built into the 

occupational licensing operating budget. Therefore, new funds are not 
required at this time.
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Oil 98.a

Page 2 of 2



D a v i d  T. W a l k e r
Attorney at Law 

Mendenhall Building 
020 Fourth Street, Suite B 

Juneau, Alaska ooooi
(0 0 7 )  5 8 0 - 3 5 3 7

M a r c h  14, 1 9 8 9

H A N D  D E L I V E R E D

S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  L a b o r  & C o m m e r c e  
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g ,  R o o m  4 1 7  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

I a m  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  L o b b y i s t  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  N u r s e s '  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  y o u  o r  a m e m b e r  o f  y o u r  
s t a f f  w o u l d  c o n t a c t  m e  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n  o r  s u g g e s t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t r e a t i n g  n u r s e s ,  n u r s i n g ,  o r  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  n u r s i n g .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  is t h e  l a r g e s t  n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in 
A l a s k a .  T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e
L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  
a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
i m p r o v e  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  a n d  c o n t a i n  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o s t s .

V

D a v i d  T. W a l k e r

D T W :n d p

cc: C o n s t a n c e  T r o l l a n




