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Representative Virginia Collins

M em b e r 
Alaska Legislative 

Council 
Labor &  Commerce 

Committee 
Special Committee 
on Foreign Trade 

Finance Sub-Committee 
for Labor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Richard E l iason ,  Chair
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee

FROM: Representat ive  V irg in ia

DATE: A p r i l  7, 1990

RE: Hearing Request fo r  House B i l l  532, "An A c t  requ i r ing  the
placement of c e r t a i n  coding on c e r ta in  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s  and
con ta iners ;  nnd providing fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  date"

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  request  that you schedule  House B i l l  532 f o r  hearing in 
the Senate Labor & Commerce Committee as soon as poss ib le .

CSHB 532 (FJN) am would require  a code on c e r t a in  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s  or 
con ta iners .  Th is  would i d e n t i f y  the type o f  res in  used to produce the 
b o t t l e  or con ta iner  and would enable the con ta iner  to be r e cy c le d  more 
e f f i c i e n t l y .  A person found in v i o l a t i o n  of t h i s  would be g u i l t y  o f  a 
c i v i l  penalty  o f  $50 fo r  each v io la t i o n .

The mode] fo r  t h i s  b i l l  was drafted  by the S o c i e t y  of the P l a s t i c  
In dus t r ie s ,  Inc. S im i lar  l e g i s l a t i o n  has been passed in  21 s ta te s  and 
i s  pending in nother  10 s ta tes .

House B i l l  532 i s  non -con trovers ia l  and has the support o f environmental 
groups, AI.PAR, the p l a s t i c  industry ,  and r e t a i l e r s .

I f  you have any quest ions,  please c on ta c t  Narveen in mv o f f i c e  at 
465-2828.
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Representative Virginia Collins

HOUSE B ILL  532

SPONSOR STATEMENT

H o u s e  B i l l  532 w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a  c o d e  o n  c e r t a i n  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s  a n d  
c o n t a i n e r s .  A p e r s o n  c o u l d  n o t  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  s e l l ,  o r  o f f e r  t o  s e l l  
c e r t a i n  p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s  o r  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h o u t  t h i s  c o d e .  T h e  c o d e  w o u l d  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  t y p e  o f  r e s i n  u s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  b o t t l e  o r  c o n t a i n e r .

T h e  c o d e  w o u l d  c o n s i s t  o f  a  n u m b e r  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  a  s p e c i f i c  t r i a n g l e  o f  
a r r o w s  a n d  a  l e t t e r  o r  l e t t e r s  p l a c e d  b e l o w  t h e  t r i a n g l e  o f  a r r o w s .
T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  7 d i f f e r e n t  n u m b e r s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e  t y p e s  o f  r e s i n s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  
l i s t  o f  t h e  c o d e s  a n d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  l i s t  u p o n  r e q u e s t .  A p e r s o n  f o u n d  
i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  h e  g u i l t y  o f  a  c i v i l  p e n a l t y  o f  $50 f o r  e a c h  
v i o l a t i o n .  T h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  J u l y  1, 1991.

T h e  m o d e l  f o r  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  d r a f t e d  b y  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  
t h e  P l a s t i c  I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n c .  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  w h o  a s k e d  t h e  p l a s t i c s  i n d u s t r y  f o r  a  c o d e  t o  e x p e d i t e  
p l a s t i c s  r e c y c l i n g .  S i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  i n  21 s t a t e s  
a n d  10 o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g .  HB 532 h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ,  ALPAR,  t h e  p l a s t i c s  i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  r e t a i l e r s .

I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  A m e r i c a n s  c u r r e n t l y  d i s c a r d  o v e r  158 m i l l i o n  t o n s  
o f  m u n i c i p a l  s o l i d  w a s t e  e a c h  y e a r .  We h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a n  e r a  i n  
w h i c h  l a n d f i l l i n g  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  m e t h o d  o f  g a r b a g e  
d i s p o s a l .  R e c y c l i n g  i n  t h e  U . S .  h a s  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  t h e  
m i d - 1 9 6 0 ' s .

T h e  s o r t i n g  o f  p l a s t i c s  b y  r e s i n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  m o r e  e x p e d i t i o u s  
r e c y c l i n g .  A s i d e  f r o m  t h o s e  21 s t a t e s  w h i c h  h a v e  p a s s e d  p l a s t i c  c o d i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a  t o t a l  o f  32 s t a t e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a s t i c  
r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  n e g o t i a t i n g  t o  b u y  
f r o m  c o l l e c t o r s ,  r e c y c l i n g  t h e  p l a s t i c ,  p r o d u c i n g  t h e  r e c y c l e d  p l a s t i c  
p r o d u c t ,  o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e q u i p m e n t  l o r  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  p r o c e s s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  p l a s t i c  r e c y c l i n g  s y s t e m ,  
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  e n a b l e  r e c y c l e r s  t o  o b t a i n  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  
" p u r e "  m a t e r i a l  f o r  r e s a l e  m a r k e t s .  P u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  i s  a  p r i m e  
i n g r e d i e n t  t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  r e c y c l i n g  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  c o d i n g  s y s t e m  w o u l d  
h e l p  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
p l a s t i c s .
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R e c y c l e r s  h a p p i l y  h a v e  t h e i r  h a n d s  f u l l

L o c a l  p r o j e c t  c a t c h e s  

o n  in b i g  w a y

By MARTHA EUASSEN 
Stall Writer 

Good Sense is catching on in 
Fairbanks.
The Good Sense Working 
Group Recycling Project, laun­
ched a month ago with recycling 
Fhdtcrs at Koodland and Weller 
Elementary School, has in­
spired Fairbanksans. Each day,

dose an aging landfill and open 
a new one, Pcale said. This sum-. 
mcr. a new Environmental Pro­
tection Agency regulation will 
require communities with land- 
tills to recycle at least 211 percent

people (ill the barrels at these 
shelter.! with recyclable glass.
paper and cans, according to 
Marti Pcale, a Good Sense orga- 
nlicr.
"It's overflowing dally," she 

said. "We have our hands full."
And that's no complaint. 
That's exactly what Pcale and 
her Good Sense cohorts hoped 
would happen.
"The idea is to set it up so it's a 
permanent part of the commun­
ity," she said.
Fairbanks faces spending $30 
million In the next five years to

oj waste. Considering that uu to 
So percent of the items Fair­
banks throws away ore recycl­
able, Pcale said, recycling docs 
indeed make good sense.
"What they're doing is mak­
ing trash separation easy," said 
June Wcinstock, president ol the 
Northern Alaska Environmen­
tal Center board.
The Good Sense effort has im­plications beyond the Fairbanks North Star Borough's garbage prt"

Inti
problems. For people who ate 
interested in doing something lo 
help the environment, this pro­
ject is a model, Wcinstock said.
Good Sense started in Novem­
ber with a core group of about 

(See RECYCLE, Page 61

i t- • y >< 
w.t)

K U t  Ki.rtii

DROP IN—Members of the Good Sense Working Group
Recycling Project went you to drop your rocyclablo goods
In in  11 in  iiO ltr tm a n f Ih u  l»nrri»li »./mills that llmv ti.ivn nut un nt

Foodland end Woller Elementary. Clockwise, from top 
right, are Nicolo McCullough. Shari Sirkin, Lou Brown. 
Rmea Stnnhonr.nn and Mnrti Po/ila A rn rv e la  th n l t n r  n t F n n d ln n d
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five people who shared on in­
terest in making recycling easy 
and occcssiblefor Fairbanks re­
sidents. The main group hns 
grown to about 10 people who 
meet each Wednesday.
Most ol these people have full­

time Jobs and arc cramming the 
recycling project into after- 
work hours and weekends. 
Pcale, a grant writer for the 
borough's economic develop­
ment program, has permission 
from her boss to use a couple 
hours of office time a week for 
the project. The rest of the 
time—two or three hours a day 
since January—is her own. She 
is retiring os the project's coor­
dinator, but that's only so she 
can devote more time to writing 
grants to expand Good Sense.
Peale and the others don't 

seem to mind the time they've 
poured into the recycling effort.
"ft's a commitment lo impro­
ving the human environment in 
Fairbanks," Peale said.
That commitment may be 
contagious. As the project took 
shape, Ihe core group assem­
bled a network of about 100 addi-

I

Local group has hands full
tlonal volunteers who have 
helped build recycling shelters 
and arc now taking loads of re­
cyclable goods to Sandy's Ite- 
cycling, which ships Ihe mate­
rials Outside.
Local businesses chipped in, 

loo, donating labor and mate­
rials. When it was 30 below, 
Ridgctop Hoofing and Gutter 
provided working space for 
volunteers to build the shelters. 
More than Ji.000 was raised to 
launch the volunteer effort.
"It was a remarkable experi­

ence, with everyone saying 
yes," Peale said.
Each shelter has 10 barrels: 

two for plastic jugs. Iwofor pap­
er, two for aluminum cans and 
four for glass. There also are 
pamphlets with information ab­
out how lo prepare rccyclables 
and where to take materials that 
aren't accepted at the shelters.
Two more shelters ore sche­
duled to open this weekend: one 
at the Borough Office Building 
and one at the Ester Volunteer 
Fire Department.
Although Ihe operation seems 

to be running smoothly, Peale 
and the Good Sense group need

mi i ■—!! ■ i i ll|

more help in addition lo new re­
cruits, they'd like te find a youth 
group to staff the shelters on 
weekends and answer questions 
fiorn Ihe public. They're also 
looking for organirations or 
businesses to loan vehicles and 
drivers lo haul away full bar­
rels
"That way, we can take volun 

leers off of transport and pul 
them on building more shel­
ters," Peale said "I have a 
growing list of requests from 
people (for shelters)."
At the end of May, Ihe group 

will write an evaluation and sub­
mit copies to local government 
representatives and anyone else 
who’s interested. They hope 
others may benefit from their 
experience.
In the future, the service may 

continue with a combination of 
volunteer organizers and paid 
haulers. It may be possible to se­
cure grants to pay drivers who 
would transport full barrels 
from shelters all over town. 
Pcale is also writing a proposal 
lo get slate funding (or a truck.
“We will Keep open os many 

shelters as wc can with volun­
teers," Peale said.
But shelters will close ir there 

aren't enough people to do a 
good job with the service.
Peale Is already looking 

aHeaiflo Ihe day that Fairbanks 
not only recycles a considerable 
portion nfTls wnste. hut us~cs the , 
recycled materials to manufac­
ture products. IrTlier job as a 
borough grant-wrilcr, she is 
workihgona proposalToeslalT 
, tish a rccvcTTng industry here, j 
"Instead of snipping our 1 

waste Outside, wc will be ship­
ping products Outside," she 
said.
For more Information about 

flood Sense, rnll 4M W34
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STATES REQUIRING PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING
Prepared by the Council For Solid Waste Solutions January 7,1990

The following states require the coding of plastics bottles of 16 ounces or more and other 
rigid plastic containers of 8 ounces or more following the Society of the Plastics industry 
voluntary coding program.

DEADLINE FOR CODING

January 1,1990 Connecticut

July 1, 1990 

January 1,1991

July 1, 1991

December 31, 1991 

January 1,1992

Florida

Wisconsin - regulations pending 
Illinois
Minnesota - proposed regulations
Missouri
Louisiana
Ohio
New Jersey 

Texas
Massachusetts
Maine
North Carolina 

North Dakota

Michigan

California
Indiana

July 1, 1992

*
Iowa L - E G - l s L f r T J O f J  Tfc

Colorado 3 K i t 0 c -  T o T r t L  t o  jz  /  s r / i r e s

_________________________  T'HB  C .& O irJG- .
Note: New Hampshire has enacted legislation to establish a state recycling emblem 
program which recognizes and protects the SPI voluntary coding program as a distinct 
material identification system.

1990 Proposed Legislation: Alaska, Arizona, -Georgia, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Rhode 

Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Vir-g lntê  K a t i S f i s  =  ) 0  s t & t b s

/TH P A C P O s& ti  U £  G-/SL&

O N I  I  d  S  x  W d V I : S O  O G  *2: 2: -2 ,
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Plastic Codes 
Help Recyclers.

Plastics recyclers are finding it easier to sort containers, thanks to the plastics industry’s new 

voluntary coding system. The system, developed by The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc., 

helps recyclers to identify the types of plastic used in making individual bottles and other con­

tainers.

Already, more than 20% of all polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 2-liter soft drink bottles are 

being recycled in the U.S., in pan because the containers are so easily identifiable. Milk and 

juice jugs made from high density polyethylene (HDPE) are also relatively easy for recyclers to 

identify. The coding system, though, makes it easier to separate other, less easily identified, 

types of plastic containers as well as vinyl, low density polyethylene, polypropylene and polysty­

rene. As new recycling technologies emerge, recyclers will be able to son the various plasdcs to 

earn the highest price for their reclaimed materials.

The coding system is based on responses to a survey of 

recycling industry workers and officialŝ The codes are 

easy to read and easy to distinguish from other marks 

placed on plastic containers by manufacturers for use 

in processing and identification.

A

VThe code on each container consists of a triangle formed 

by three arrows, with a number in the center and distinguishing

letters under the triangle. In size, the codes range from approximately 1/2 to 1 inch in diameter. 

Thev-can be_applied_bv molding or imprinting the bottom of the container.

Plastics /stem

\ • * :?• j:/’/
1: PETE (polyethylene terephthalate)
2: HDPE (high density polyethylene)
3: V (vinyl)
4: LDPE (low density polyethylene)
5: PP (polypropylene)
6 : PS (polystyrene)
7: Other

The coding system is being phased in 

over a three-year period, and many botdes 

and other plastic containers on store shelves 

are already carrying them. In at least 

states, laws have been passed which will 

require coding of plastic containers.

The plastics industry recognizes that 

future sorting systems will be more mecha­

nized than they are today. The coding system 

is an interim solution until technology is 

developed that allows for the automatic 

identification and sorting of different types of 

plastics.

For more information about plastics recycling, contact The Council for Solid Waste Solutions.
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Tlie Council for Solid Waste Solutions, a program of The Society of the Plastics Industry,

Inc., was established to help formulate solutions to the solid waste management problem because 

we recognize that plastic products are a part of that problem. W e  recognize, too, that the actions 

on solid waste issues that will be initiated during the next decade will directly and dramatically 

affect the quality of life in this country and the world.

Here are a few facts most people don't know about plastics:

• Pound for pound, plastic products account for about 7 %  of municipal solid waste (or 

about 18% of the volume). Yard and food waste, by comparison, account for 29% of 

the solid waste stream, paper and paperboard 35%.

» Plastic beverage containers have the second highest “scrap value” of 

recyclable materials in packaging - next to aluminum.

• Plastic products have the highest energy value for modem waste-to- 

energy incineration. For example, the energy content of a pound of 

polyethylene is 19,900 Btu. A  pound of Wyoming coal has an energy 

value of 9,600 Btu.

• Plastic products have already contributed substantially to source 

reduction in the waste stream by replacing heavier, thicker materials 

previously used in packaging and through engineered reductions in the 

amount of plastic used in containers such as the soft drink bottle.

• More than 20% of all plastic soft drink containers, over 170 million 

pounds, are already being recycled into new consumer products, and the 

demand for recycled plastic is growing. Ninety million pounds of the plastic 

used in milk and detergent containers were recycled in 1988.

• Plastic prouucts are popular because they provide safety and health 

benefits for which no other material is equally suited, including tamper- 

evident foods and medicines, shatter-resistant containers, freezer-to- 

microwave prepared foods and wrappers that preserve freshness.

For more information about plastics' role in solid waste management, and the steps being 

taken by the plastics industry to solve the waste management problem, write or call The Council 

for Solid Waste Solutions. A _j. j 2/4/89
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Technological advances continue to improve the applications for recycled plas­
tic materials. The familiar 2-liter plastic soda bottle, made from polyethylene 
terephthalate (known as PET) is now being recycled into many products that con­
tribute to the health, safety and well-being of our society.

Recycled PET bottles are now being used in a wide variety of products:

•scouring pads 'industria l paints
•paint brushes 'storage tank insulation
-fibe rfill fo r: 'fibers:

-pillows -carpet face yarns
-ski jackets -carpet backing
-cushions -rope and twine
-sleeping bags -apparel

•appliance handles *bath tubs and shower stalls
•textiles: 'sinks

-belts 'boat hulls
-webbing 'geotextiles
-strapping 'automotive components
-sails 'swimming pools
-woven bags *audio cassette cases

•non-food containers 'corrugated awnings

The wide range o f properties and applications for plastic resins fosters contin­
ual development o f new processes, new uses and new products made from re­
cycled materials. Beyond technology, collection of used plastics is key to increas­
ing the level of plastics recycling. The American plastics industry is seeking 
opportunities to work with community organizations and government leaders to 
expand the collection of used plastic products for recycling.

For more information on the recycling of PET and other plastics, write or call 
The Council fo r Solid Waste Solutions, a program of The Society of the Plastics 
Industry, Inc.
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