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MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Richard Eliason, Chair
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee

FROM:  Representative Virginia

DATE:  April 7, 1990

RE: Hearing Request for House Bill 532,"An Actrequiring the
placement of certain coding on certain plastic bottles and
containers; nnd providing for an effective date"

| respectfully request that you schedule House Bill 532 for hearing in
the Senate Labor & Commerce Committee as soon as possible.

CSHB 532 (FJN) am would require a code on certain plastic bottles or
containers. This would identify the type of resin used to produce the
bottle or container and would enable the container to be recycled more
efficiently. A person found in violation of this would be guilty of a
civil penalty of $50 for each violation.

The mode] for this bill was drafted by the Society of the Plastic
Industries, Inc. Similar legislation has been passed in 21 states and
is pending in nother 10 states.

House Bill 532 is non-controversial and has the support of environmental
groups, ALPAR, the plastic industry, and retailers.

If you have any questions, please contact Narveen in mv office at
465-2828.



Alaska State Legislature

P.0. Box V Anchorage * District 10 Member
-Itmenu, Alaska 99811 Alaska Legislative
(907) 465-2828 Council
Labor & Commerce
_ Committee
3111 C Street, Suite 412 Special Committee
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 on Foreign Trade
(907) 561-2040 Finance Sub-Committee
for Labor

Representative Virginia Collins

HOUSE BILL 532
SPONSOR STATEMENT

House Bill 532 would require a code on certain plastic bottles and
containers. A person could not manufacture, sell, or offer to sell
certain plastic bottles or containers without this code. The code would
identify the type of resin used to produce the bottle or container.

The code would consist of a number placed within a specific triangle of
arrows and a letter or letters placed below the triangle of arrows.
There would be 7 different numbers and corresponding letters to identify
the types of resins. The department would be required to maintain a
list of the codes and to supply the list upon request. A person found
in violation of this would he guilty of a civil penalty of $50 for each
violation. The effective date of this bill is July 1, 1991

The model for this proposed legislation was drafted by the Society of
the Plastic Industries, Inc. in response to legislators and
environmentalists who asked the plastics industry for a code to expedite
plastics recycling. Similar legislation has been passed in 21 states
and 10 other states have legislation pending. HB 532 has the support of
environmentalists, ALPAR, the plastics industry, and retailers.

It is estimated that Americans currently discard over 158 million tons
of municipal solid waste each year. We have entered into an era in
which landfilling will no longer be the primary method of garbage
disposal. Recycling in the U.S. has steadily increased since the
mid-1960's .

The sorting of plastics by resin provides for more expeditious
recycling. Aside from those 21 states which have passed plastic coding
legislation, a total of 32 states are currently involved in the plastic
recycling industry. Their involvement consists of negotiating to buy
from collectors, recycling the plastic, producing the recycled plastic
product, or manufacturing equipment lor the recycling process.

In addition to establishing a more efficient plastic recycling system,
this legislation would enable recyclers to obtain a higher level of
"pure” material for resale markets. Public awareness is a prime
ingredient to a successful recycling program and the coding system would
help to increase the public's awareness of the recycling potential for

plastics.
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STATES REQUIRING PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING
Prepared by the Council For Solid Waste Solutions January 7,1990

The following states require the coding of plastics bottles of 16 ounces or more and other
rigid plastic containers of 8 ounces or more folloving the Society of the Plastics industry
voluntary coding program.

DEADLINE FOR CODING
January 1,1990 Connecticut
July 1, 1990 Florida

January 1,1991 Wisconsin - regulations pending
Ilirois
Minnesota -proposed regulations
Missour i
Louisiana
Ohio
New Jersey

July 1, 1991 Texas
Massachusetts
Maine
North Carolina

December 31, 1991 North Dakota

January 1,1992 Michigan
Califomia
Indiana *

July 1, 1992 lowa L-EG-IsLfrTJOf) Tfc
Colorado 3KitOc- ToTrtL to jz/ sr/ires

T'HBC.&OQir]
Note: New Hampshire has enacted legislation to establish a state recycling emblem
program which recognizes and protects the SPI voluntary coding program as a distinct
material identification system.

1990 Proposed Legislation: Alaska, Arizona, -Ceorgia, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Rhode
Islad, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, VirgInte® K atis fis = )0 st& ths

/TH PACPOs&ti UE G-/SL&



THECOUNCIL Plastic Codes

FOR SOLIDWASTE
SOLUTIONS

73K e, Sy ID Help Recyclers.
wzfﬂig\%b/o

Plastacs recyclers are finding itessier to sort cottainers, thanks to the plastics Industrysnew

woluntary coding system. The system, developed by The Society of the Plastics Industry, Irc.,
helps regyclers to identify the types of plastic used in making individual bottles and other con-

aias.

Already, more than 20% of all polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 2-liter soft drink bottdes are

being recycled in the U.S., In pan because the contairers are so essily idntafisble. Milk and
Juice jugs made from high density polyethylene (HDPE) are also relatively easy for recyclers t©
icentafy. The coding system, though, makes itessier to separate other, less essily idantafied,
types of plastic cotainers as well as vinyl, 1ow density polyethylene, polypropylene and polysty-
rere. As new recycling technologies emerge, recyclers will be able to son the various plasdcs to
eam the highest price for treir reclaimed materials.

The coding system s based on responses 1o a survey of A

recycling industry workers and officials“The codes are
easy to read and easy to distinguish from other marks
placed on plastic containers by manufacturers for use
in processing and identification.

The code on each cortainer consists of a triagle formed Y,

by three arrons, with a number in the center and distinguishing
letters under tre triagle.  In size, the codes range Trom approximately 172 t 1 inch indiameter.
Thev-can be _applied bv molding or imprinting the bottom of the cortairer.

NeaRrRXN R

The coding system is being phased in
over a three-year periad, and many botdes

Plastics /stem and other plastic containers on store shelves
\ Yy are already carrying them. In at lesst

PETE (polyethylene terephthalate) states, laws have been passed which will

HDPE (high density polyethylene) recuire coding of plastic contairers.

V (vinyl)

LDPE (low density polyethylene) The plestics industry recognizes that

future sorting systems will be more mecha-
nized than they are today. The coding system
isan interim solution untdl technology B
developed that al lons for the automatic
identification and sorting of different types of
plestacs.

PP (polypropylene)
PS (polystyrene)
Other

For more information about plastics recycling, contact The Councilfor Solid Waste Solutions.

B -10:7/19/89



The Facts

About
Plastics.
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Tlie Council for Solid Waste Solutions, a program of The Society of the Plastics Industry,
Inc_, was established to help formulate solutions to the solid waste management problem because
we recognize that plastic products are a part of trat problem. We recognize, to, that the actios
on solidwaste issues tratwill be inrtaated during the next decade will directly and dramatical ly
affect the quality of life in this country and the world.

Here are a few facts most people don*t know about plastics:

=Pound forpound, plastic products account forabout 7% ofmunicipal solidwaste (or
about 18% ofthe volume). Yard and food weste, by comparison, account for29% of
the solid waste stream, paper and paperboard 35%.

» Plastic beverage containers have the second highest ““scrap value” of
recyclable materials in packaging - next toaluminum.

= Plastic products have the highest energy value formodem weste-to-
energy incineration. For example, the energy content of a pound of
polyethylene 1s 19,900 Btu. A pound of Wyoming coal has an energy
value of 9,600 Btu.

= Plastic products have already contributed substantial ly to source
reduction in the waste stream by replacing heavier, thicker materials
previously used inpackaging and through engineered reductions in the
amount of plastic used in containers such as the soft drink bottle.

= More than 20% of all plastic soft drink contairers, over 170 million
pounds, are already being recycled into new consumer products, and the
demand for recycled plastic 1sgrowing. Ninety million pounds of the plastic
used in milk and detergent cortainers were recycled in 1988.

= Plastic prouucts are popular because they provide safety and health
benefits for which no other material isequally suited, including tamper-
evident foods and medicines, shatter—resistant containers, freezer-to-
microwave prepared foods and wrappers that preserve fresress.

For more information about plastics” role in solid waste management, and the steps being
taken by the plastics industry 1o solve the waste management problem, write or call The Council
for Solid Waste Solutions. A _j.j 203



From S od a Bottle

THE COUNCIL . N
FORSOUDWASTE to Swimming Pool,
SOLUTIONS

HKItNW Plastics Are

%5@% Being Recycled.

Technological advances continue to improve the applications for recycled plas-
tic materials. The familiar 2-liter plastic soda bottle, made from polyethylene
terephthalate (known as PET) is now being recycled into many products that con-
tribute to the health, safety and well-being of our society.

Recycled PET bottles are now being used in awide variety of products:

escouring pads 'industrial paints
epaint brushes 'storage tank insulation
-fiberfill for: ‘fibers:
-pillows -carpetface yarns
-skijackets -carpet backing
-cushions -rope and twine
-sleeping bags -apparel
eappliance handles *pbath tubs and shower stalls
stextiles: 'sinks
-belts 'boat hulls
-webbing 'geotextiles
-strapping ‘automotive components
-sails 'swimming pools
-woven bags *audio cassette cases
enon-food containers ‘corrugated awnings

The wide range of properties and applications for plastic resins fosters contin-
ual development of new processes, new uses and new products made from re-
cycled materials. Beyond technology, collection of used plastics is key to increas-
ing the level of plastics recycling. The American plastics industry is seeking
opportunities to work with community organizations and government leaders to
expand the collection of used plastic products for recycling.

For more information on the recycling of PET and other plastics, write or call
The Councilfor Solid Waste Solutions, a program of The Society of the Plastics
Industry, Inc.

recycledpaper B-1:5/3/89





