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Representative Max F. Gruenberg, Jr.
District 11
Spenard, Upper Midtown Anchorage

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House
FROM: Rep. Max Gruenberg, Jr.
DATE: February 5, 1990

RE: HB 235, Refrigerator Safety bill.

I would very much appreciate your support for HB 235. The
refrigerator safety bill updates our laws to prohibit leaving
a dangerous refrigerator in an area that presents an
unreasonable hazard to small children. After the incident in
the enclosed citation, Representative Hoffman and I reviewed
our statutes and those of other states and concluded that
Alaska needed this legislation to help prevent similar
incidents.

The bill incorporates federal safety standards enacted in 1958
and updates our laws based the new laws 1in other states. It
will help save lives.

Thank you.



* HONORING *

* ISAAC FRAZIER *

The members of the Fifteenth Alaska Legislature take
great pride in honoring a fine young Alaskan, Isaac
Frazier, who saved the lives of four young children.

On April 17, 1988, Rebecca Mary, age six, Janna
Excelia, age five, and Shannon Bernice, age two, daughters
of Jimmy and Chrystal Smith, and William, age four, foster
son of Hielbent and Sarah Frazier were playing in the halls

of the Bureau of Indianes housing complex in Bethel. These
children being full of adventure and naivete during a game
of "hide M " go seek™ discovered an unplugged refrigerator
that did not have the door removed. Not knowing the

danger, they became locked in the refrigerator.

I Isaac, age nine, had not been 1looking for his
little brother and heard the children®s muffled cries for
help, most likely they would have perished. When he found
them, all were red in the face and short of breath, a very
close calll

This near tragedy should serve as an example to
Alaskans. All unused refrigerators and freezers should
have the doors removed for the safety of our precious
resource, children.

This Legislature congratulates Isaac Frazier and
joins his family, friends and the residents of the
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta in celebrating life.
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RaitvikJK-  Representative Hoffman;
Senator Binkley
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Under laws administered by CPSC. an estimated 325 million
potentially hazardous products have been called beck trom Ihe
marketplace and consumers since 1973 (when CPSC was created).
to-jf 0l these were voluntarily recalled iy manufacturers who

established programs to repair or replace me products, or to rotund
the purchase price.

CPSC Warns About Suffocation
and Death of Children
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REMOVE THE DOOR

BLOCKS OR
SIMILAR OBJECTS TO
PREVENT DOOR FROM
CLOSING COMPLETELY

The US. Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC)
urges that all unused old-style
refrigerators around the home
be rendered “'child-proof””or, if
on public property, appropriate
authorities be called to safely
dispose of the products. CPSC
continues to receive reports
about the tragic deaths of

iIn Old Refrigerators
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CHAIN AND PADLOCK
THE DOOR CLOSED

REMOVE OR DISABLE
THE LATCH

Act 3 regulations which became
effective October 30, 1958 re—
quire a mechanism (usually a
magnetic latch) which enables
the door to be opened from the
Inside In the event of accidental
entrapment. This type of latch,
therefore, makes the hazardous
refrigerators manufactured be—
fore that date easy to ldentify.

young children who are suf— The serious entrapment hazard

focated because of entrapment
In old refrigerators.

The Refrigerator Safety Act was
enacted August 2, 1956. The

occurs when children, during
play, climb inside the old aban—
doned or carelessly stored re—
frigerators to hide. Many of
these refrigerators are still In
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¢, 'ffocation and Death of Child e’

In Old Refrigerators

(continued)

use, and when they are careless—
ly discarded or stored where
they are accessible lo children,
they become a danger.

The CPSC has record of 96
children s deaths since 1973
caused by suffocation resulting
from entrapment in those old re—
frigerators. Children In the 3 arid
4 year age brackets have been
the most wulnerable.

While there has been some de—
cline indeaths In recent years, 8
children died during 1983 from
refrigerator entrapment. Three
ol these instances were double
deaths occurring in Missouri,
Texas and West Virginia, The
other deaths were separate, in
volving two 3 year olds in
Califomia.

The grim statistics from re—
frigerator entrapment have
already begun for 1984. CPSC
has recently received a report of
the deaths on January 31, 1984
of cousins, ages 3 and 4 in an
old refrigerator in Berkley
Township, New Jersey. The
refrigerator was one of the old
prestandard models with the
self-latching mechanism on the
door and was stored in an un—
used neighborhood garage. The
children apparently both sat
down on the single metal shelf
near the bottom of the empty,
unplugged refrigerator and the
door became laicheo.

Double deaths are not uncom—
mon because children naturally
enjoy playing together, and old
refrigerators provide an Interest—
ing place to share this fun. How —
ever, when the door slams shut,
there is sudden darkness, and
the normally innocent and famil—
iar refrigerator becomes a
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death trap. Suffocation then en—
sues because the tight fitting
gasket, which ison the inside ol
the door to seal in the cold, cuts
ott the childs air. This along
with the insulated construction
ot a refrigerator also prevents
the children®s screams lor help
from being hoard.

There are several ways to "child
proof these old discarded re—
frigerators. The surest method
Is to take off the door complete—
ly and In most cases this Is a
simple process using a screw—
driver. If the door will not come
off, chain and padlock the door
permanently and tightly ciosed.
A third altemative Is to remove
or disable the latch completely
so the door will no longer lock
when closed. A wooden block
screwed to the door to keep it
from closing is also a possibili—
ty. Another helpful deterrent is
to leave the shelves in the refrig—
erator to discourage children
from getting inside. Also, It is
unlawful in many local jurisdic—
tions todiscard old refrigerators
without first removing the door.

0ld electric refrigerators are not
the only killer of children. The
CPSC isaware of the death of a
3 year old because of suffoca—
tion ina self-locking ice refriger—
ator in a camper. The parents
had probably never realized that
an ice be* which cannot be
opened from the Inside pre—
sents a suffocation hazard to
small children.

Consumers wishing additional
Information should call CPSC 3
twll-free Hotline at 800-638-
CPSC. A teletypewriter number
for the hearing impaired is
800-638-8270. (Maryland only,
800-492-8104.)





