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HB 168 is l e g i s l a t i o n  uhich recognizes the tremendous changes 
in the telecommunications indust ry .  In 1990, technology is 
driving d ra s t i c  change in the uay telephone u t i l i t i e s  must do 
business.  I t  is  v i t a l  that  the system of regula t ion  adapt to 
th is  neu uor ld.  Ue can no longer a fford r a te  proceedings 
uhich continue uell  over a year and cost hundreds of 
thousands of d o l l a r s .
Section one of the b i l l  requi res  the Alaska Public U t i l i t i e s  
Commission to implement a s impl i f ied  ra te  f i l i n g  procedure 
for telephone u t i l i t i e s .  Uhile d e t a i l s  of the system are 
l e f t  to the commission, i t  is envisioned that  something 
s imilar  to the system already uorking for e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  
in Alaska and for telephone u t i l i t i e s  in other s t a t e s  uould 
be adopted. Such a system uould provide an abbreviated 
procedure for r a te  f i l i n g s  undrr a predetermined magnitude 
(in most j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  les s  than ten per cent ) .  The system 
uould maintain APUC oversight  and uould provide for consumer 
pro tec t ion .  .......
Section tuo requi res  the commission to reach a f inal  
decision in a ra te  case u i th in  12 months of f i l i n g .  I t  is 
reasonable to expect a s t a t e  agency to complete i t s  revieu 
u i th in  one year.  Even so, the b i l l  a l lous  the commission to 
extend "for good cause."
ATA is  convinced that  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  u i l l  r e s u l t  in more 
e f fec t ive  regula t ion  and less  expense to both u t i l i t i e s  and 
customers.




