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in joint session, these orders become effective at a 
date thereafter to be designated by the governor.

SECTION 24. Each principal department shall 
be under the supervision of the governor.

SECTION 25. The head of each principal depart­
ment shall be a single executive unless otherwise 
provided by law. He shall be appointed by the gov­
ernor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the 
members of the legislature in joint session, and 
shall serve at the pleasure of the governor, except 
as otherwise provided in this article with respect to 
the Secretary of State. The heads of all principal depart­
ments shall be citizens of the United States.

( rite SiMlt l.cpislalurc's Senate Joint Resolution So . 2 “ dianpntp the name of the 'tvtei.u> 
o f Mate to lieutenant .envoinor** in sivtecn sections o f the Alaska Constitution, approved h\ 
the voters August l*J7t). inadvertently omitted cvprov amendment o! llm  n-ciion.)

SECTION 26. When a board or commission is at 
the head of a principal department or a regulatory 
or quasi-judicial agency, its members shall be ap­
pointed by the governor, subject to confirmation 
by a majority of the members of the legislature in 
joint session, and may be removed as provided by 
law. They shall be citizens of the United States. 
The board or commission may appoint a principal 
executive officer when authorized by law, but the 
appointment shall be subject to the approval of the 
governor.

SECTION 27. The governor may make appoint­
ments to fill vacancies oe. jrring during a recess of 
the legislature, in offices requiring confirmation by 
the legislature. The duration of such appointments 
shall be prescribed by iaw.

ARTICLE IV 

THE JUDICIARY

SECTION 1. The judicial power of the State is 
vested in a supreme court, a superior court and the 
courts established by tlie legislature. The jurisdic­

18

Supreme
Court

Superior
Court

Qualifications 
of Justices 
and Judges

Nomination
and
Appointment

Approval or 
Rejection

tion of courts shall be prescribed by law. The 
courts shall constitute a unified judicial system for 
operation and administration. Judicial districts 
shall be established by law.

SECTION 2. (a) The supreme court shall be the 
highest court of the State, with final appellate ju­
risdiction. It shall consist of three justices, one of 
whom is chief justice. The number of justices may 
be increased by law upon the request of the su­
preme court.

(b) The chief justice shall be selected Irom a- 
mong the justices of the supreme court by a major­
ity vote of the justices. His term of office as 
chief justice is three years. A justice may serve 
more than one term as chief justice but he may not 
serve consecutive terms in that office.

<Th«' a m e n d m e n t  to  th is  s e c t io n  w as a p p ro v e d  by  th e  v o te rs  o f  
th e  s ta te  A uR ust 2 5 .  1 9 7 0  a n d  b e c a m e  e f fe c tiv e  O c to b e r  10 , 1 9 7 0 . 
S u b s e c tio n  (b )  w a s  a d d e d .)

SECTION 3. The superior court shall be the trial 
court of general jurisdiction and shall consist of 
five judges. The number of judges may be changed 
by law.

SECTION 4. Supreme court justices and superior 
court judges shall be citizens of the United States 
and of the State, licensed to practice law in the 
State, and possessing any additional qualifications 
prescribed by law. Judges of other courts shall be 
selected in a manner, for terms, and with qualifica­
tions prescribed by law.

SECTION 5. The governor shall fill any vacancy 
in an office of supreme court justice or supprior 
court judge by appointing one of two or more per­
sons nominated by the judicial council.

SECTION 6. Each supreme court justice and 
superior court judge shall, in the manner provided 
by law, be subject to approval or rejection on a 
nonpartisan ballot at the first general election held
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J a n u a r y  9 , 1989

T he H o n o r a b le  T im  K e l l y  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a te  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .O . B o x V 
J u n e a u , AK 998 11

D e a r S e n a to r  K e l l y :

U n d e r t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 , o f  t h e  A la s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  m e th o d s  
o f  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  m em be rs o f  t h e  A la s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  
C om m is s io n  (A PO C ).

T he b i l l  am ends AS 1 5 .1 3 . 0 2 0  t o  re m e d y  t e c h n i c a l  p r o b le m s  
w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  a p p o in tm e n t  p r o c e s s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  am end­
m e n ts  p r o v id e  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  a l l  APOC 
m em b e rs , a n d  c l a r i f y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n  a p p o i n t i n g  
t h e  n o n - p a r t i s a n ,  " f i f t h  m em be r" o f  t h e  APOC. T he  b i l l  
i n c l u d e s  a p r o p o s e d  c o n f o rm in g  am endm en t t o  AS 1 5 . 1 3 . 0 2 0 ( h ) .

T he  APOC h a s  e n d o r s e d  t h e s e  ✓ 'A m en dm e n ts . I  u r g e  t h a t  t h i s  
b i l l  b e  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  d e la y ' .  j

S i n c e r e l y

t e v e  Coiszper 
o v e r n o r

S t a t e  o r  A  l a  s  k  a
o f f i c e :  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

J u n e a u



I  16.13.011 A laska Ktuijtks 4 I5.irj.020
NOTK8 TO DECISIONS

Constitutionality. — In the riiMi o f 
First N a tl Hank v. I lo llu lll, 43.', t l S 7n'i. 
93 8. Ct. 1407.55 L Ed. 2d 707, rehearing 
denied. 438 U S. 807 .9 8  S  Ct f  >6. 57 L. 
Ed 2d 1150 119781, the supremo court o f 
ths United States has indicated in unmis. 
u ksb le terms that state disclosure laws 
pertaining to ballot issues are constitu­
tional. Mesacrli v. State, Sup. C l. Op. No 
2236 (F ile No. 43261, 626 P.2d 61 11960) 

When there is no showing that on indi­
vidual must remain anonymous with re­
spect to advertising as to ballot proposi­
tions because o f the possibility o f being 
subject to reprisals, economic o r other* 
wise, the state campaign disclosure lows 
are not unconstitutional os applied to n 
contributor hoping to influence the nut- 
come of a ballot issue, because the objec­
tive o f an informed electorate is suffi­
ciently compelling to overcome an interest 
in anonymous political expression

MeKFerli v. State, Sup. C l Op No. 2236 
I f  lie No 112111. 1,21, I* 2d HI Il'JHIII

In itiative substan tia lly  s im ila r to  ch. 
76. SI-A 1971, co rre c t ly  w ithheld from  
bu llet. — Substantial sim ilarity enisled 
lo t ween ch. 76, SLA 1871, which enacted 
this chapter, relating to election cam­
paigns, and an initiative re lating to cam­
paign contributions and eipcnditurcs, 
which was filed with the lieutenant gover­
nor prior to the regular 197-1 session o f the 
legislature The act effectively displaced 
the initiative, and the lieutenant gover­
nor was correct in withholding ' ao in itia­
tive from the ballot. Warren v. Boucher, 
Sup. Ct. f)p . No 1295 (F ile No. 2315), 543 
I ’ 2d 731 (1975).

F o r co in iin rlsiin  o f  ch. 70, SLA  1974, 
and the in itiative, sec Warren v. 
Boucher, Sup Ct. Op. No. 1205 (F ile No. 
2315), 54.1 l*.2d 731 11975).

Sec. 15.13.011. Inapplicability to presidential primary, iRepealed, 
§ 1 cb 2 SLA 1981.]

Sec. 15.13.020. A laska Public Offices Commission, (a) There is 
created in the Department of Administration the Alaska Public Of­
fices Commission consisting of five members.

(b) The governor shall appoint two members of each of the two 
political parties whose candidate for governor received the highest 
number of votes in the most recent preceding general election at 
which a governor was elected. The two appointees from enrh of these 
two parties shall he chosen from a list of four names to bo submitted 
by the central committee of each party.

(c) The four members selected under (b) of this section shall, by a 
majority vote, appoint the remaining fifth member of the commission.

(d) Members of the commission serve staggered terms of five years, 
or until a successor is appointed and qualifies. The terms of no two 
members who are members of the same political party may expire in 
consecutive years. A member may not serve more than one term. 
However, a person appointed to fill the unexpired term of a predeces­
sor may be appointed to u successive full five-year term.

(e) A member of the commission, during tenure, may not
(1 ) hold or campaign for elective office;
(2) be an officer of u political party, political committee or group;
(3) permit the member's name to be used, or make any contribu­

tions whatsoever, in support of or in opposition to a candidate or prop­
osition or question that appears on any ballot in the state including
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but not limited to that of n municipality; however, contributions muy 
be made to a candidate for the office of President of the United States;

(4) participate in any way in an election campaign or pmticipatc in 
or contribute to any political party; or

(5) lobby, employ or assist a lobbyist.
(f) Members of the commission shall receive compensation of $50 a 

day while attending commission meetings und shall be entitled to 
travel expenses and per diem authorized by law for members of nther 
boards and commissions.

(g) The members shali elect a chairman. Three members of the 
commission constitute a quorum. A vacancy does not impair the 
powers of the remaining members to exercise all of the powers of the 
commission.

(h) A vacancy on the commission shall be filled by the appropriate 
appointing authority within 30 days of the occurrence of the vacancy. 
The appointee shall serve for the remaining term of the nppointec'B 
predecessor.

(i) The commission may employ an executive director and other 
employees it considers necessary. Neither the executive director nor 
an employee may have a vote.

(j) The commission shall establish an office, which may he called a 
regional office, in oach senate district in the state to keep on file for 
public inspection copies of all reports filed with the commission by 
candidates for statewide office and by candidates for legislative office 
in that district; however, where one municipality contains more than 
one election district, only one commission office shall be established in 
that municipality. The regional office shall make nil forms and perti­
nent materiel available to candidates. All reports shall be filed by 
candidates, groups and individuals directly with the commission's cen­
tral district office. The commission diall insure that copies of all re­
ports by statewide and legislative candidates in each senate district 
are forwarded promptly to that district or regional office.

(k) The commission shall insure that copies of reports filed by can­
didates for municipal office are made available for public inspection in 
the appropriate municipality. (§ 1 ch 76 SLA 1974; am § 23 ch 25 
SLA 1975; am §§ 3 — 10 ch 189 SLA 1975; am E.O. No. 415 2(1980); 
am § 24 ch 85 SLA 1988)

E ffe c t o f amendments. —  The 1988 bora and rewrote the subsoition fo r der-
amendment, in subsection (d>, deleted ob- Uy.
solcto references to terms o f in itial mem-

NOTES TO  D EC IS IO N S

Subsection (j> requ ire s fo rm s lo  be Sup. Ct. Op. Nn 1362 (F ile Nos. 3019,
m ade ava ilab le  in  n reg iona l o ffice  in 3920, 3921), 559 l ’ .2d 80 119771.
ench senate d istrict. Silidcs v. Thomas. Fu rn ish ing  fo rm s to Nome reg iona l
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