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February 7, 1990

The Honorable Tim Kelly
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box V
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Mr. President:
Under the authority of art. I, sec. 18, of the Alaska
Constitution, | am transmitting a bill relating to the
establishment of a subsidized guardianship program for
hard-to-place children who are in the custody of the

Department of Health and Social Services. This bill
addresses one facet of permanency planning for foster
children.

The purpose of this proposed legislation is to provide the
Department of Health and Social Services with another tool
to assist children who require long-term foster placement.
Many times it is not possible, or not in the child's best
interest, to free the child for adoption. Many foster
parents who have had a child placed with them on a
long-term basis might not wish to adopt the <child but are

willing to take on legal responsibility beyond foster
parenthood for the foster child growing up in their home.
However, if assuming guardianship would mean that the state
will release the <child from state custody and leave the
foster parents without needed financial resources to
provide for the <child, foster parents might reasonably be
reluctant to become a hard-to-place child's legal guardian.
This proposed legislation will allow the state to continue

to subsidize the child's care even though the state no
longer has legal custody of the child.

The bill would amend AS 25.23.200, which currently provides
that foster parents who are caring for a hard-to-place
child and who have applied to adopt the child and receive a
subsidy for the care and support of the <child, must be
evaluated as to their suitability as adoptive parents. The
amendment to AS 25.23.200 would require that persons who
are caring for a hard-to-place child and who wish to be
appointed the child's guardian and receive a subsidy,
would, in the same manner, be evaluated as to their
suitability as guardians.
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Under existing AS 25.23.210, the amount and duration of a
monthly subsidy for a hard-to-place <child 1is left to the
discretion of the commissioner of the Department of Health
and Social Services, but cannot exceed the existing rate
being paid by the department for foster care.

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 25.23.220 to require that
when a guardianship with subsidy has been ordered by the
court and the court has released the child from the state's
legal custody, the guardian will be independent of the
department except for an annual evaluation by the
department of the need for continued subsidy and the amount
of the subsidy.

Sections 3 and 4 of the bill amend the definitions in
AS 25.23.240(5) and (7), respectively, to add a reference
to guardianships.

The subsidy program proposed in this bill recognizes that
not only subsidized adoption but. subsidized guardianship
will be of benefit to the childrenjof our state who are net

able to grow wup in their birth families



REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE §71§B/9465 (HESS)

Revision D ate: - Agency Affected: Health & Social Services
Title: An Act relating to Subsidized rdm. ’ “
Guardianship . ! "

Sponsor: Kules committee Cnmnonrn,, o
Requestor~ vernor

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (ThousandsofDollars)

OPERATING FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94 FY 95 FY 96

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 O O 0 O O
CAPITAI. Lo | -0- -n - : -n -
— -.Q_, - -.n-
REVENUE - 0- -0- -0- - 0- -0- - 0-
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollais)
GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL —u— -u - 0 -u - -u - -TP
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0- -0 -
PART-TIME -0 - -0 - S S0 -n- .- q-
TEMPORARY -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - \ -n -
ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary) Changes in CS SB 445 (hess )
have no fiscal impact. This
fiscal note is appropriate.
FY 90 fiscal impact is "0." Projections of no fiscal impact
would continue through 1996.
VoM ~ s -
Russ Webbf Director -
Prepared by : o v eereereerens - Phone: 465-3170
Division m Family and Youth Services Date:
Mvxa M. Munson _
A, mvefrg°am'g e A :oT-H3arEiri, nocial ijervices-

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agcncy(ies) page. of
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April 5, 1990
J
received
Senator Jan Faiks
Alaska State Senate KoR 05 79 °
Alaska State Legislature P
P.O. Box V jam fans
Juneau, Alaska 99811 senate office
Dear Senator Faiks:
Senate Bill 445, an Act relating to subsidized

guardianship, has been referred to the Senate Judiciary committee.

This legislation will offer this department an alternate
method of assisting children who require long-term foster
placement. In cases in which adoption is not appropriate, a family
may be willing to become the long-term legal guardian of the child.

This legislation offers the statutory change necessary so that this
department can continue to pay for tHe"-'ch~iTd'Es~care—w hile in the
guardianship relationship.'

It should be noted that SB 445 carries a "0" fiscal note.
This is possible because the dollars that make up the subsidy for
the guardianship would have been paid for foster <care in the
absence of a guardianship option. /

I respectfully request that SB 445 be scheduled'in the
Senate---Judiciary committee as soon as possible. If you require
additional information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Q N

Myra M. Munson
Commissioner
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