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D IS T R IB U T E lr t» U  REP

From College 
To Cops___
T h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  w o u l d  t r a d e  

t u i t i o n  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o n  p a t r o l

ByMICHAE l KRAMER________________

M ore  cops! Everyone wants them , and 
everyone believes they are  too  ex­

pensive. O r alm ost everyone.
A n idea that has been  kicking around  

for nearly  a decade is at last heading for a 
vote in the Senate. C alled Ihe Police 
Corps, it could dram atically  increase the 
num ber o f m en  and w om en patrolling 
A m erica's cities.

T he  Police C orps is the brainchild o f 
Adam  W alinsky, a form er top  aide to  R ob­
ert K ennedy. Its congressional sponsors 
run the ideological gam ut. In the H ouse 
the ch ief p roponen ts arc  liberal D em ocrat 
John  Lewis o f A tlan ta , w ho views the legis­
lation as “vital” for his fellow blacks, and 
conservative R epublican R ob­
ert D o m an  o f O range County,
Calif., w ho insists that " th e re  is 
nothing partisan  here because 
w e’re talking about survival.”

In a sim ple notion  rem in is­
cent o f  the R eserve O fficers'
T ra in in g  C o rp s , th e  P o lic e  
C orps w ould o ile r  a swap: each 
year 25,000 com petitively se­
le c te d  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  
would win federal financing for 
their college education  (a t an 
annual cost o f approxim ately 
$10 ,000  a s tu d e n t) ;  in  ex ­
change, they w ould agree to 
serve fou r years as local police 
officers a fte r graduation . Fully 
funded, th e  program  w ould set 
the feds back abou t $1.2 billion 
a year. C nee  sworn in, the 
four-year cops w ould be a b a r­
gain. T he  localities they serve 
would pay their salaries b u t in 
most cases could avoid paying 
the ir pension benefits and  se ­
niority raises dow n the line.
O ver th e  long term , corps 
w ju 'd  cost far less than ca ree r officers— 
perhaps a third less in union-strong cities 
like New York.

The Police C orps prom ises three o th ­
e r benefits. M any urban police d ep a rt­
m ents have trouble  a ttracting  qualified 
black and H ispanic recruits. A  Justice D e­
partm en t survey has concluded that many 
inner-city m inority youths w ould be a t­
tracted  to  the co rps’s scrvice-for-collcgc 
trade. Second, the  infusion o f college 
graduates w ould im prove the overall ed u ­
cational level o f local police forces. F inal­
ly, over tim e a sizable num ber o f civilians 
would gain a  b e tte r appreciation  o f police

w ork because they w ould have been cops 
them selves.

T he need  for m ore police has never 
been  g reater, as one  du lling  statistic re ­
veals: the ra tio  o f  police officers to re p o r t­
ed lelunics has reversed since the late 
1940s. T hen  there w ere 3.3 cops lo r every 
violent crim e repo rted  m big cities. Hy 1988 
there w ere about 3.2 repo rted  serious 
crim es for each cop  nationw ide. In large 
cities the ratio  is even w orse—so bad. in 
fact, that many police d epartm en ts  lack Ihe 
m anpow er to  respond  to all 91 I calls. The 
Police C orps w ould pu t cops w here they 
are  m ost needed: on  the stree t. Because 
rookies begin the ir careers on patro l, it is 
estim ated  tha t the num ber ot beat po u n d ­
ers could increase by 40%.

Policc-union opposition  stymied Wa- 
linsky’s idea for years, but most o f tha t has 
faded away. W hich leaves the Hush A d­
m inistration. D uring his 1988 presidential 
cam paign, cand ida te  Hush was p repared  to  
support the corps in a la te-O ctobcr speech. 
"B u t after the second d eb a te ,” says a 
W hite H ouse aide, "w e w ere so fa r ahead 
o f D ukakis tha t we shied  away from  p ro ­
posing anything new ."

C adets in training in Washington

m em bers W here is P residen t Bush now? Some 
A dm inistration  officials cry poverty. O th ­
ers, like drug czar W illiam B ennett, want 

‘ scarce crim e-fighting dollars ta rgeted  for 
increased prison space and  m ore prosecu­
tors. “ B ennett’s  crazy,” says California 
S ta te  S ena to r Ed Davis, a  fo im er Los A n­
geles police chief. “T he tru th  is w e can ’t 
begin to  confront v io lent crim e unless we 
have m ore police on  patro l as a d e terren t. 
T h e  trick is to front-load th e  system, to  be 
th e re  before the crim e takes place."

. T he Police C orps is an  idea G eorge 
Bush alm ost sto le—and should have sto ­
le n —in ’88. If he  acts fast, he can  still 
claim  partia l credit. ■
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S P E C I A L  C O M M IT T E E  O N  
F O R E IG N  A D O M E S T IC  T R A D E

HJR 8 2 :  SUPPORTING A POLICE CORPS PROGRAM 
Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  A n s w e r s

Q : W h a t  i s  t h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s ?

T h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  i s  m o d e l e d  a f t e r  t h e  R . O . T . C .  p r o g r a m .  I t  
w o u l d  g i v e  l o a n s  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w ho a g r e e  t o  b e  f u l l - t i m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
p o l i c e  f o r c e s  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  c o m p l e t e  
f c u r  y e a r s  o f  f u l l - t i m e  p o l i c e  d u t y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  
a s s u m e  r e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  l o a n s .

Q: How w i l l  t h i s  h e l p  f i g h t  c r i m e ?

I t  w o u l d  h e l p  f i g h t  c r i m e  b y  p u t t i n g  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  new  p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  —  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  40  p e r c e n t .  T h i s  
n o t  o n l y  p r o v i d e s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e t e r r e n t  t o  c o m m i t t i n g  
c r i m e s ,  b u t  a l s o  r e s u l t s  i n  a  h i g h e r  n u m b e r  o f  a r r e s t s .

Q: How w i l l  i t  w o r k ?

P a r t i c i p a n t s  w o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d  c o m p e t i t i v e l y  b y  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .  D u r i n g  t h e i r  c o l l e g e  su m m e r  v a c a t i o n s ,  
t h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  s p e c i a l  p h y s i c a l  a n d  
p o l i c e  t r a i n i n g .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  t h e y  w o u l d  j o i n  s t a t e  o r  
l o c a l  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a s  r e g u l a r  d u t y  o f f i c e r s  f o r  f o u r  
y e a r s .

Q: Who w o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e ?

T h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  w i l l  r e c r u i t  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  a n  e x t r e m e l y  
c o m p e t i t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
p r o g r a m  a t t r a c t s  y o u n g  m en a n d  women w ho a r e  a m o n g  t h e  
b r i g h t e s t  a n d  m o s t  t a l e n t e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  B r i n g i n g  t h e s e  
s t u d e n t s ,  m an y  o f  whom w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  p o l i c e  
s e r v i c e  b e f o r e ,  i n t o  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t  c r i m e  w i l l  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  
b i g g e s t  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  g i v e  t o  s o c i e t y .

3111 C  S T R E E T ,  S U IT E  455 
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O v e r  t i m e ,  t h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  r o u t i n e  p o i n t  o f  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t  c o m m u n i t y .  S t u d e n t s  w i t h
a m b i t i o n  t o  b e c o m e  j u d g e s ,  p r o s e c u t o r s ,  o r  c r i m i n a l  l a w y e r s
w i l l  v i e  f o r  s p o t s  i n  t h e  C o r p s ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e s e
p r o f e s s i o n s  w i l l  a t t r a c t  m o r e  p e o p l e  w ho u n d e r s t a n d  a n d
s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s ,  d a n g e r s ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
p o l i c e  w o r k .  T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  t o  u n i f y  s o c i e t y ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  w i n  
b a c k  o u r  s t r e e t s .

Q: Who w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s ?

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e  s i m p l e s t  
a n s w e r  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  g a i n .  
O u r  s t r e e t s  w i l l  b e  s a f e r ,  o u r  l i v e s  l e s s  c o n s t r i c t e d  b y  t h e  
t e r r i f y i n g  f e a r  o f  c r i m e ,  a n d  o u r  s o c i e t y  f i l l e d  w i t h  p e o p l e  
w ho u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .

M e m b e rs  o f  m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i l l  b e n e f i t  
f r o m  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  P o o r ,  b l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  
o n e s  h a r d e s t  h i t  b y  c r i m e .

O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w ho e n r o l l  i n  t h i s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  s t a n d  
t o  g a i n  f r o m  i t  a l s o .  P o l i c e  C o r p s  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  
l i v e s  c h a n g e d  i n  a  p r o f o u n d l y  p o s i t i v e  w a y  b y  h a v i n g  t h e i r  
t u i t i o n  p a i d  a n d  t h r o u g h  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y .

Q: How w i l l  t h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  i m p a c t  A l a s k a  l a w  e n f o r e c e m e n t ?

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  u r b a n  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  P o l i c e  
C o r p s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i f  a m e n d e d  a s  H JR  82 s u g g e s t s ,  w i l l  h e l p  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  V i l l a g e  P a t r o l  S a f e t y  O f f i c e r s  a n d  
S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  i n  o u r  r u r a l  a r e a s .

Q: How h a s  t h i s  i d e a i  b e e n  r e c e i v e d ?

T h e  P o l i c e  C o r p s  h a s  b e e n  w e lc o m e d  b y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
o f f i c i a l s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
so m e  p o l i c e  u n i o n s .  I n  t h e  n e w s  m e d i a ,  s u p p o r t ,  h a s  com e  f r o m  
s u c h  d i v e r g e n t  s o u r c e s  a s  W i l l i a m  F .  B u c k l e y  a n d  T h e  
P r o g r e s s i v e . N e w s p a p e r s  l i k e  t h e  New Y o r k  T i m e s . T h e  New Y o r k  
D a i l y  N e w s . T h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  I n q u i r e r , a n d  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  
H e r a l d - E x a m i n e r  h a v e  a l l  g i v e n  t h e i r  e d i t o r i a l  e n d o r s e m e n t .

I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  i s  a  c o n c e p t  t h a t  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  c a n  g e t  b e h i n d ,  
w h i c h  i s  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  i t s  v a l u e  a n d  a p p e a l .  T h i s  
w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  s e n d s  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e :  t h a t  A m e r i c a  i s
r e a d y  t o  t a k e  o n  c r i m e  a n d  t o  r e w a r d  t h o s e  w ho c h o o s e  t o  j o i n  
t h a t  f i g h t .



|v0 n  t h e  B e a t :  R O T C  foil* C o p s
C an n hybrid of a domestic 

Peace Corps and ROTC 
help bring peace to city 
streets? Next month the Sen­
ate will consider the Police 
Corps Act, a program in which 
25,000 participants a year 
would commit to two sum­
mers of training and four 
years of police work after col­
lege. In return, the govern­
ment would repay up to 
$10,000 a year in student 
loans. Developed by lawyer 
Adam Walinsky, a former 
aide to Robert Kennedy, the 
pi ogram appeals to both liber ■ 
als and conservatives. "It will 
accomplish two high national

priorities—stronger law en­
forcement and improved edu­
cation,” says Pennsylvania 
GOP Sen. Arlen Specter.

Not all police professionals 
like the idea. Some see it aa a 
costly (an estimated $1.7 bil­
lion by the year 2000) way for 
college kids to try police work 
for personal gain. But New 
YorkCity Police Commission­
er Lee Brown says it could 
holster a profession in which 
the average educational level 
is two yearn of community col­
lege. It might also broaden ci­
vilian understanding; of cops. 
If more policymakeni walked 
a beat, says American Uni-

KOBEKTMAASSroRNEWSWlinc.i
Brown, once headJtooeevel* 

----------------
versity professor James Fyfe.-* 
"maybe we wouldn’t be diaj^ 
cussing inner-city crime on a)n

W S W E E K :  M A R C H  5 , 1 5 9 0

Police departments can’t find enough qualified recruits
By DEAN CONGBALAY
S a n  Fran cisco  Chronicle

P o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a c r o s s  
t h e  n a t io n  h a v e  i s s u e d  a ll-  
p o in t s  b u l l e t i n s  t o r  m o r e  o f ­
f i c e r s ,  b u t  n o t  e n o u g h  q u a l i ­
f i e d  c a n d id a t e s  a r e  a n s w e r ­
in g  t h e  c a l l .

T h o u s a n d s  o f  o p e n in g s  in

l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a r e  g o in g  
u n f i l l e d .  T h e  c u l p r i t s  a r e  a n  
a g in g  p o p u la t i o n ,  i n c r e a s e d  
d r u g  u s e  a m o n g  y o u n g  p e o ­
p l e  a n d  a  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  
n e v e r  e x p e r ie n c e d  m i l i t a r y  
■ e r v lc e .

" O n e  p r o b l e m  i s  u n iv e r s a l

w i t h  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  
w h e t h e r  t h e y 'r e  s m a l l  o r  
l a r g e ,  u r b a n  o r  r u r a l ,  a n d  
t h a t ’s  t r y in g  t o  g e t  g o o d , 
q u a l i f i e d  r e c r u i t s , "  s a i d  J e r ­
a l d  V a u g h n , d i r e c t o r  o ;f th e  
N a t i o n a l  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  
L e a d e r s h i p  I n s t i t u t e  n e a r  
T a m p a ,  F l a .

r

P O L I C E :

Not enough
| C on tin u ed  Irom P a g e  A-1

" W e  c a n  o n ly  r e c r u i t  f r o m  
t h e  h u m a n  r a c e . S o m e t i m e s  
w e  w i s h  w e  c o u ld  r e c r u i t  
f r o m  M a r s  a n d  J u p i t e r . "

I t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  e a s y  t o  
b e c o m e  a  c o p . P o l i c e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t s  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
h i r e d  f e w e r  t h a n  10 p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a n t s .  In  y e a r s  
p a s t ,  i t  w a s  n o t  u n c o m m o n  
f o r  m a n y  l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t s  
t o  h a v e  l i s t s  o t  d o z e n s  o f  
q u a l i f i e d  c a n d id a t e s  w a i t in g .

T h i s  i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  c a s e .  
S o m e  d e p a r t m e n t s  n o w  s a y  
t h e y  h i r e  f e w e r  t h a n  1 p e r ­
c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  a p p ly  
f o r  o f f i c e r 's  j o b s .

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  
w o r s e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  la w  e n ­
f o r c e m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  
s c r a m b l i n g  t o  d e v i s e  in n o v a ­
t i v e  m e t h o d s  t o  f in d  g o o d  
o f f ic e r s .

•  C o n t r a  C o s t a  C o u n t y  
s h e r i f f 's  o f f i c i a l s  p la c e d  b i l l ­
b o a r d s  a l o n g  f r e e w a y s  in  
E m e r y v i l l e  a n d  B e n ic ia  w i th  
a  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  f o r  p r o ­
s p e c t i v e  r e c r u i t s  t o  c a l l  i f  
t h e y  w a n t  a  jo b

• I n  c i n  F r a n c i s c o ,  o f f i ­
c e r s  s c o u r  h e a l t h  c lu b s  to  
s e a r c h  f o r  " a c t i v e "  a '. f i t  
p e o p l e ,  r e c r u i t i n g  d i r e c t o r  
K a t h l e e n  H u r l e y  s a i d .

•  L o s  A n g e l e s  p o l i c e  h a v e  
a  r e c r u i t e r  w h o i e  b e a t  i s  t o  
w o r k  w i t h  c h u r c h  p a s t o r s  
a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  to  
p r e a c h  f r o m  t h e  p u l p i t  a b o u t  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  b e in g  a  p o l ic e  
o f f i c e r ,  S e r g e a n t  J o s e p h  
P e y t o n  s a i d .

•  F r e m o n t  p o l i c e  h o p e  
t h e y  w i l l  s o o n  b e c o m e  th e  
f i r s t  d e p a r t m e n t  in  t h e  B a y  
A r e a  t o  r e w a r d  o f f i c e r s  w i t h  
b o n u s e s  o f  S500 f o r  e a c h  p o ­
l ic e  r e c r u i t  t h e y  l 'in d  w h o  is  
h i r e d  b y  t h e  c i t y .

W h a t e v e r  r e c r u i t e r s  d o , 
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  r e m a in s  'h a t  
i t  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f in d  
g o o d  r e c r u i t s .  T h e  p r o b l e m  
s t e m s  f r o m  a  m y r i a d  o f  d e ­
m o g r a p h ic  a n d  s o c i a l  f a c ­
t o r s :

•  A s  p o p u la t i o n  i n c r e a s e s ,  
s o  d o e s  c r im e , c a u s in g  s o m e  
la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  to  
h ir e  b y  th e  h u n d r e d s .

R e c r u i t e r s  a l s o  s a y  th e r e  
a r e  f e w e r  p e o p le  t o d a y  in  
t h e i r  2 0 s . t h e i r  t a r g e t  a g e  
g r o u p .

• G r e a t e r  d r u g  u s e  a m o n g  
y o u t h .  A l t h o u g h  m o s t  d e ­
p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  
s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  e x p e r i ­
m e n te d  w i t h  i l i e g 3 l  d r u g s ,  
f e w  i f  a n y  w i l l  a c c e p t  a n y ­
o n e  w h o  u s e d  t h e  d r a g s  o n  a

"Everyone is experiencing 
It."

The San Francisco Police 
Department has 221 open­
ings — more than' 11 percent 
of its allotted force.

Seattle Is looking for 138 
officers. The figure is 370 in 
Los Angeles, 500 in Chicago

and 1,000 in Washington.
“It's Just tough to find 

anybody good these days," 
said Alameda (Calif.) County 
Sheriff C harlie' "Tummer, 
whose department Is down 
by 38 deputies.

Please see Back Page. POLICE

•  N o  m i l i t a r y  e x p e r ie n c e .  
T h e  d i s c ip l i n e  a n d  o u t l o o k  
t h a t  p e o p le  a c q u ir e  t h r o u g h  
s e r v i n g  in  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  
i s  lu c k in g  in  m a n y  p o t e n t i a l  
■ f f i c e r s  t o d a y ,  r e c r u i t e r s  
a y .
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