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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Members of t h e  Senate J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R e p * M a x  G r u e n b e r g

RE: CSHB 181, (Judiciary) "An A c t  r e l ating t o  the p r i v a t e
m anufacture  of an alcoholic beverage; a n d  p r o v i d i n g
for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

In 1986 the d e f i n i t i o n  of > alcoholic b e v erage w a s  r e w r i t t e n  
to encompass priva t e ! 7' ;ad alcoholic b e v e r a g e s  to
e l i m i n a t e  a perceive /..ole in local option statutes.
Inadvertently, thi' oeen interpreted to b a n  "homeb r e w i n g "
in all areas of t.' ,te. A l t h ough it is w i t h i n  the A B C
Board's authority .ssue licenses for the p r i v a t e
ma n u f a c t u r e  of he ew, the Board has decl ined t o  do so.

HB  181 would exei "homebrewing" from most p r o v i s i o n s
g o v e r n i n g  alcohol b e v e r a g e s  —  m ainly those r e l a t e d  to
licensing. Homeb. zing w o u l d  still be p r o h i b i t e d  in b o t h  
"damp" and "dry" } Jal option areas; m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  to have t ie a u t h ority to regulate "h omebrewing" a n d  
possession, c o n s u m p t i o n  or sale of h o m e b r e w  for p e r s o n s  u n d e r  
age 2 1  would be prohibited.

W e  a m end ed the bill in the H o u s e  HESS Committee t o  p r o h i b i t  
the sale and c o n s u m p t i o n  of h o m e b r e w  at school events. In the 
H o u s e  J udiciary C o m m i t t e e  w e  amended the d e f i n i t i o n  of alco hol 
to c o n f o r m  to the federal definition. This a l l o w s  the 
u n l i c e n s e d  sale of b e v e r a g e s  that  contai n only t r a c e  a m o u n t s  
of alcohol.

T h a n k  you.



CSHB 181 (Judiciary) - "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the p r i v a t e  
manufacture of and t h e  defin i t i o n  of 

an a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e . "

Se c t i o n  1 (a) would e x e m p t  " h o m e b r e w i n g "  from Title 4 E X CEPT  
for the provisions listed in S e c t i o n  1 (b) as follows:

(1 ) possession or c o n s u m p t i o n  b y  persons unde r the age 
of 21 (as 04.16.050);

(2 ) furnishing or d e l i v e r y  o f  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  to 
p e r sons under the age o f  21 (AS 04. 16.051);

(3) sale and c o n s u m p t i o n  at s c h o o l  events (AS 
04.16.080);

(4) municipal r e g u l a t i o n  of a l c o h o l i c  beve rages (AS 
04.21.010) ;

(5 ) civil liability of p e r s o n s  p r o v i ding a l c o h o l i c  
beverages (AS 04.21.020); and

(6 ) local options areas:
- prohibition o f  the s a l e  of al coholic b e v e r a g e s  (AS 

04.11.490);
- community l i q u o r  l i c ense; complete p r o h i b i t i o n  on 

sales (AS 04.11.492);
- prohibition of sale a n d  i m portation of a l c o h o l i c  

beverages (AS 04.11.496);
- prohibition o f  p o s s e s s i o n  of alcoholic b e v e r a g e s  

(AS 04.11.498); and
- prohibition of t h e  s a l e  of al coholic b e v e r a g e s  

except by selected licen ses (AS 04.11.500).

N o t e : The proposed bill w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  the private
manufacture of "homebrew" in b o t h  "damp" and "dry" local 
option areas. The bill h a s  no m i t i g a t i n g  effect on the 
state's open container law.

A t  the request of the A B C  Board, a n  u n r e l a t e d  issue w h i c h  has 
no impact on "homebrewing" is a d d r e s s e d  in section 2 .

S e ction 2 amends the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " alcoh o l i c  beverage" 
contained in Title 4 to e x c l u d e  f r o m  state regulation 
alcoholic beverages t h a t  c o n t a i n  l e s s  than one-half p e rcent of 
alcohol by volume.

S e ction 3 provides for an i m m e diate e f f e c t i v e  date.
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1989 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

BILL VERSION:
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R EQ U E ST :
F I S C A L  N O T E

Re m ic a  Date:   _ _ ____________
Ti^ - Private manuracture of an 

alcoholic beverage 
Sponsor: K ep . Gruenberg 
Reuueaof: House HESS Carmittee

Affwirv ! Department of Revenue
HBf f . A lo o n o iic  teuerage control 

board

Components :  _____________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thauwds of Dottan)

OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 . -....0 0 n

...... „ - -- 9 n n
0 0 r 0

0 0 0 0 0 * 0
0 n n n n
Q ... 0 Q n

0 .. 0 0 n 0 n

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 r  0 0 0

CAPITAL 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE o i o 0 0 0

F U N D I N G :  (ThOMrebofDotes)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL RINDS 
OTHER

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 6 0 0 0 0
0 9 Q
0 u 0 0

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIME 0 0 ! o 0 0 0
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