


F e b r u a r y  15 ,  1990

L e g i s l a t o r s ,  HESS Commi t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O.  Bex V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811  

Commit tee  Members:

I ha v e  r e v i e w e d  SB 481 and HB 305 r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  m a r r i a g e  and f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  in  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  f o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n .  
Prompt a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i mpro ve  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  commitment  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  f a m i l i e s .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c “ " 1 w

C l i n t  Hamli n ,
VOA ARCH, S u p e r v i s o r



Fe br u a r y  15 ,  1990

Paul  A. F i s c h e r
Cha i rma n,  HESS C o m m i t t e e ,  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. O.  Box V 
Ouneau,  A l a s k a  99811

Mr. F i s c h e r :

I ha v e  r e v i e w e d  SB 481 and HB 305 r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  m a r r i a g e  and f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  f o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n .  
Prompt a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i mp r o ve  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  commitment  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  f a m i l i e s .

Si n c e r e l y ,

C l i n t  Haml in
VOA ARCH, S u p e r v i s o r



February 15, i 990

Paul  A. F i s c h e r
Chairman,  HESS C o m m i t t e e ,  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e e  
P. O.  Box V
Ouneau,  A l a s k a  99811

FEB 2 0 1990
Mr. F i s c h e r :

I have  r e v i e w e d  SB 481 and HB 305  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  m a r r i a g e  and f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  f o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

I s t r o n g l y  u r g e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n .  
Prompt a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p r o v e  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  commi tme nt  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  f a m i l i e s .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and e f f o r t s  t o wa rd  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  t h i s  b i l l .

Si  n c e r e l y ,

Rachel  Hi ne s
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l t e a c h e r ,  A l a s k a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t



F e b r u a r y  15 ,  1990

Paul  A. F i s c h e r
Cha irman,  HESS C o m m i t t e e ,  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O.  Box V 
Ouneau,  A l a s k a  99811

Mr. F i s c h e r :

I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  SB 481 and HB 305 r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o i .  
o f  m a r r i a g e  and f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  p r o c e s s  f o r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

I s t r o n g l y  u r ge  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n .  
Prompt  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  improve  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  commitment  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  f a m i l i e s .

Thank you f o r  y o ur  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  t h i s  b i l l .



A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y

A DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

President
J O H N  A. PAGAN. M. S. 

President Elect
RANDALL JONES. M. A.

M E R C Y  DENNIS, M. A. 

Secretary
PAMELA E. KIRK, M. S. 

Treasurer
KATHLEEN A. HOLMES. M. S.

Board Members 
LEON T. WEBBER, D. Min. 
ROBERT NELSON, Rel. D. 
SARA GRIFFITH, M. Ed. 
FREDERICK HILLMAN, M. D.

FEB

19 rebr u a r y  1990

Dear S e n a t o r  cr Representative:

Please e x c u s e  this general letter. I w i s h  I had the 

time t o  sit down w i t h  y o u  a nd t a l k  wit h  y o u  personally 

about the nee d  fpr r e g ulating the profession of marriage 

and f a m i l y  therapy in the State o f  Alaska.

Enclosed y o u  will find copies o f  House B i l l  305 and 

Senate B i l l  481, w h i c h  would set u p  somewhat differing 

ways o f  r e g u lating the profession. Also, y o u  will find 

enclosed a  c o p y  of the A laska Associ a t i o n  for Marriage 

and F a m i l y  Therapy Newsletter a n d  letters f r o m  organiza­

tions and individuals around the State u r g i n g  the passage 

of legislation in this field.

Marriage a n d  family therapists a r e  one of the major groups 

of cinical professionals not regulated a n d  licensed b y  the 

State of Alaska. Psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, 

clinical social workers, and p sychiatric nurses are all 

regulated at present. T w e n t y  two other states presently 

regulate a n d  license marriage and family therapists, and 

e ighteen additional states a re p r e s e n t l y  considering such 

legislation.

The A l a s k a n  public deserves t o  k n o w  that its State govern­

ment establishes standards a n d  r e gulates t he profession 

of m arriage and f amily therapists.

I urge y o u  t o  read this material. I w i l l  send some addi­

tional information t o  y o u  in a  f e w  weeks. Please consider 

this legislation carefully a n d  fe e l  free t o  contact me if 

y o u  have a n y  questions.

I ask y ou r  support of HB3G5 a nd SB481.

, A k A M F T

2550 Denali Street • Suite 905 *> Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • Telephone (907) 276-2833



identified and state-sanctioned avenues of redress of which there are none, should violation occur 
and establish minimal levels of education and supervision requirements. In addition, it is believed 
that the infusion of qualified professionals will affect the supply/demand ratio by possibly jwering 
or at least slowing the rise in the cost of services. The need and time is now to license marriage 
and family therapists.
AN OPEN LETTER TO ALASKA LEGISLATORS

Dear Legislator
On behalf of the members of the Alaska Division of the American Association for Marriage and 
Family Therapy (AkAMFT), I am writing to introduce our organization and the profession it 
represents. As a prelude to a fuller discourse, some highlights are listed below.

1. Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) is a well-established profession with a 
distinct body of knowledge and established code of ethics.

2. The scope of knowledge of marriage and family therapy and its related practice 
are unique in the relationship to other allied professions.

3. Many who provide family therapy services have not obtained the requisite 
training nor been introduced to the rigorous code of ethics necessary to maintain 
appropriate practice standards.

Marriage and family ther pists provide necessary mental heath services to individuals, children, 
couples, and families. Clinical members of the American Association for Marriage and Family 
Therapy (AAMFT) are well-trained professionals who subscribe to a rigorous code of ethics for 
the practice of their profession. Since 1942, the AAMFT has been involved with the problems, 
needs, and changing patterns of marital and family relationships. The AAMFT is a multi­
disciplinary association which has members from all mental health professions (psychiatry, 
psychology, social work, nursing).
The AAMFT requires that all its members, regardless of discipline of origin, acquire specific and 
rigorous training including academic work and supervised clinical experience in marriage and 
family therapy. The AAMFT’s membership requirements have become the standards acceptance 
throughout the United States by which the independent practice of marriage and family therapy is 
regulated. Currently, 20 states regulate the practice of marriage and family therapy through either 
licensing or certification. The training of marriage and family therapists is overseen by AAMFTs 
commission of accreditation for marriage and family therapy education. This commission has been 
reoganized since 1978 by the U. S. Department of Education as the sole accrediting body for 
marriage and family therapy education in the United States. In 1986, the Clearinghouse on 
Licensure Enforcement and Regulation (CLEAR), an affiliate of the council of state governments 
published a study which reviewed the credentialing of the behavioral science professions. 
According to that study, an important criteria for detennining the existence of a profession is that 
there is a well-defined body of knowledge and set of skills which thus becomes the basis for 
defining a profession’s scope of practice. In the review conducted by CLEAR, the scope of 
practice and sample of current regulatory laws of social work, psychology, and marriage and 
family therapy were examined. CLEAR concluded that while there was some overLp, all mental 
health professions provide services such as psychotherapy, each of the professions identified 
unique skills or practiced principles.
It is noteworthy that this non-biased source comprised of state regulators, believes that there is a 
separate profession of marriage and family therapy. A considerable body of research suggests that 
marriage and family therapy is an efficient and effective treatment alternative to traditional



AAMFT and the National Conference of State Legislators
The American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT) was among the many 
exhibitors at the National Conference of State Legislators’ Annual Meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
from August 6th-11th. This year was the first time that AAMFT exhibited at the NCSL. This 
effort represented the Association’s commitment to expanding its advocacy efforts for the 
profession of marriage and family therapy, mental health issues, and family centered social 
policies.
A significant change from last year’s NCSL meeting was an increased awareness of marriage and 
family therapy among attendees. This awareness of demonstrated by specified inquiries regarding 
the p-ofession and expressions of support for the work done by marriage and family therapists.
A growing number of states that have enacted or considered regulatory legislation fcr marriage and 
family therapists and legislative educational campaigns conducted by AAFMT and its members 
have supported this increased awareness. AAMFT members have also sought to share 
professional expertise with state legislators on a broad range of mental health policies.
"AAMFT and its members have worked closely with state legislators to help them to gain a better 
understanding of the practice and profession of marriage and family therapy. These efforts had 
dramatic results" said Michael Bowers, AAMFT Director of Division Affairs. "This year, state 
legislators were telling us now that we know more about you, we look forward to utilizing your 
members’ expertise in a variety of policy developin' nt areas. This new direction provides both 
AAMFT and state legislators with opportunities that offer potential benefits for everyone.”

States with Licensure or Certification for Marriage and Family 
Therapists:

Arizona Californ ia
Colorado Connecticut
F lo rida Georgia
Maine M assachusetts
M ichigan M innesota
Nevada New Je rsey
North C aro lina Oregon
Rhode Island South C arolina
Tennessee Utah
W ashington State Wyoming

News from the N ational O ffice: Two states pass MFT regu la to ry  laws
Two more states, Oregon and Maine, have passed legislation to regulate the profession of marriage 
and family therapy. These sucesses raise the number of states with regulation for marriage and 
family therapy to 20 (see chart above for complete listing of states).
The Maine Legislature Joint Standing Committee on Business Legislation initially considered a title 
protection law for marriage and family therapists, professional counselors, and clinical 
professional counselors. During the committee’s hearing on the proposed legislations, 
representatives of the three professional groups provided important testimony outlining the need to 
protect consumers from unprofessional and unqualified practitioners. In one instance, the 
legislators were told of a state licensed mental health professional who had had his license revoked 
but continued to practice as "a marriage counselor." Based upon such testimony and other



cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. Family therapy and family therapists would receive 
reimbursement for their services.
AkAMFT Announces 1990 Board E lection Results:
Kathleen Holmes, AkAMFTs Nomination Committee Chairperson has announced the election 
results for AkAMFT board position. The three-year position recently vacated by Leon Webber will 
be filled by Lowell Roddy. Lowell is currently at the chaplain’s office at Fort Richardson and has 
been involved with AAMFT for many years.
AkAMFT Board Members and O fficers:
Randall G. Jones, M.A., President 
4001 Dale Street, Suite 101 
Anchorage, AK 99508
Robert Nelson, Rel.D., President-Elect 
4502 Cassin Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507
John Pagan, M.S., Past President 
2550 Denali Street, Suite 905 
Anchorage,AK 99503
Vivian Finlay, M.Ed., Treasurer 
P. O. Box 872433 
Wasilla, AK 99687
Sara Griffith, M.Ed., Secretary 
9292 Hiland Road 
Eagle, AK 99577
Tim Sander, M.Ed.
P. O. Box 60635 
Fairbanks, AK 9706
Lowell Roddy, M.Ed.
131-B Iliamna Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99505
Rhoda Vandervoort, M.A.
2131 Tudor Hills Court 
Anchorage, AK 99507
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19 February 1990

Dear Senator or Representative:

Please excuse this general letter. I w i s h  I h ad the 

time to sit down with y o u  a nd talk w i t h  you personally 

about the need fpr regulating the profession o f  marriage 

and family therapy in the State o f  Alaska.

Enclosed y o u  wi l l  find copies of House Bill 305 and 

Senate Bi l l  481, which would set u p  somewhat differing 

w a y s  of regulating the profession. Also, y o u  w il l  find 

enclosed a  copy of the Alaska Association for Marriage 

and Family T h e rapy Newsletter and letters from organiza­

tions and individuals around the State urging the passage 

of legislation in this field.

Marriage and family therapists are one of the m a j o r  groups 

of cinical professionals not regulated and licensed by the 

State of Alaska. Psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, 

clinical social workers, and psychiatric nurses a re all 

regulated at present. T wenty two other states presently 

regulate and license marriage and f a mily therapists, a nd 

e ighteen additional states are p r e s e n t l y  considering such 

legislation.

The Alaskan public deserves to k n o w  that its State govern­

ment establishes standards and regulates the profession 

of marriage and family therapists.

I urge you to r ea d  this material. I w i l l  send some addi­

tional information to y o u  in a f ew weeks. Please consider 

this legislation carefully and feel free to contact ire if 

y o u  have a n y  questions.

I a s k  your support of HB305 and SB481.

2550 Denali Street • Suite 905 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503 • Telephone (907) 276-2833



identified and state-sanctioned avenues of redress of which there are none, should violation occur 
and establish minimal levels of education and supervision requirements. In addition, it is believed 
that the infusion of qualified professionals will affect the supply/demand ratio by possibly lowering 
or at least slowing the rise in the cost of services. The need and time is now to license marriage 
and family therapists.
AN OPEN LETTER TO ALASKA LEGISLATORS

Dear Legislator
On behalf of the members of the Alaska Division of the American Association for Marriage and 
Family Therapy (AkAMFT), I am writing to introduce our organization and the profession it 
represents. As a prelude to a fuller discourse, some highlights are listed below.

1. Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) is a well-established profession with a 
distinct body of knowledge and established code of ethics.

2. The scope of knowledge of marriage and family therapy and its related practice 
are unique in the relationship to other allied professions.

3. Many who provide family therapy services have not obtained the requisite 
training nor been introduced to the rigorous code of ethics necessary to maintain 
appropriate practice standards.

Marriage and family therapists provide necessary mental heath services to individuals, children, 
couples, and families. Clinical members of the American Association for Marriage and Family 
Therapy (AAMFT) are well-trained professionals who subscribe to a rigorous code of ethics for 
the practice of their profession. Since 1942, the AAMFT has been involved with the problems, 
needs, and changing patterns of marital and family relationships. The AAMFT is a multi­
disciplinary association which has members from all mental health professions (psychiatry, 
psychology, social work, nursing).
The AAMFT requires that all its members, regardless of discipline of origin, acquire specific and 
rigorous training including academic work and supervised clinical experience in marriage and 
family therapy. The AAMFT’s membership requirements have become the standards acceptance 
throughout the United States by which the independent practice of marriage and family therapy is 
regulated. Currently, 20 states regulate the practice of marriage and family therapy through either 
licensing or certification. The training of marriage and family therapists is overseen by AAMFTs 
commission of accreditation for marriage and family therapy education. This commission has been 
reoganized since 1978 by the U. S. Department of Education as the sole accrediting body for 
marriage and family therapy education in the United States. In 1986, the Clearinghouse on 
Licensure Enforcement and Regulation (CLEAR), an affiliate of the council of state governments 
published a study which reviewed the r.redentialing of the behavioral science professions. 
According to that study, an important criteria for determining the existence o f a profession is that 
there is a well-defined body of knowledge and set of skills which thus becomes the basis for 
defining a profession’s scope of practice. In the review conducted by CLEAR, the scope of 
practice and sample of current regulatory laws of social work, psychology, and marriage and 
family therapy were examined. CLEAR concluded that while there was some overlap, all mental 
health professions provide services such as psychotherapy, each of the professions identified 
unique skills or practiced principles.
It is noteworthy that this non-biased source comprised of state regulators, believes that there is a 
separate profession of marriage and family therapy. A considerable body of research suggests that 
marriage and family therapy is an efficient and effective treatment alternative to traditional



A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y

A DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

N E W S L E T T E R

SPECIAL BULLETIN FOR STATE LEGISLATORS
This special bulletin of the Alaska Marital and Family Therapists is being distributed to all state 
legislators and their staff. This is AkAMFT’s way of thanking legislators for taking time to learn 
more about the practice and profession of marriage and family therapy; acquainting them with the 
many ways with which our profession impacts family life at both the national and state levels; and 
encouraging an atmosphere of mutual cooperation and assistance between AkAMFT and Alaska 
legislators.
AkAMFT and its members welcome future opportunities to provide assistance and information to 
legislators and staff in their efforts to increase the quality of life in Alaska.

Randall G. Jones, M.A. 
President-AkAMFT

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:
Since the early 1980’s, the Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy has been engaged 
in the process of developing legislation which would license the mental health profession of 
marriage and family therapy. Founded on the belief that licensure is one of the most effective 
recognized vehicles at the state level to protect the public, AkAMFT is committed to the 
development of licensure for all health education professionals. Currently, there are six free­
standing legitimate, fully-accrcdited, and educationally sound mental health professions which 
form the major component of mental health industry, i.e., psychology, marriage and family 
therapy, mental health counseling, and clinical social work, making up the non-medical aim, while 
psychiatry and psychiatric nursing form the medical branch.
The need for licensure arises out of several factors. All mental health professions, by whatever 
name they call themselves "dispense strong medicine" which takes many system-psychotherapeutic 
forms. The various therapeutic interventions have the power to profoundly impact the family 
relationship or individual for better or for the worse at the deepest levels. It is the mandated 
responsibility of the state to protect the (mental) health of its citizens. One way the state has chosen 
to protect its citizens is through the vehicle licensure. Four mental health professions to this date 
are licensed by the state. They are: psychiatry, psychiatric nursing, psychology, and social work. 
Unfortunately, instances where consumers have been disadvantaged or mistreated by those 
claiming to be mental health professionals are well-documented. It is our strong belief that by 
responsibly regulating all mental health professions by means of licensure, the state could 
effectively close many existing gaps which allow those who are untrained and unqualified to 
identify themselves, by the same time as those who are highly trained, competent, and ethical in 
their piaciice. Licensure would serve to better inlomi the public regarding qualifications, provide



AAMFT and the National Conference of State Legislators
The American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT) was among the many 
exhibitors at the National Conference of State Legislators’ Annual Meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
from August 6th-11th. This year was the first time that AAMFT exhibited at the NCSL. This 
effort represented the Association’s commitment to expanding its advocacy efforts for the 
profession of marriage and family therapy, mental health issues, and family centered social 
policies.
A significant change from last year’s NCSL meeting was an increased awareness of marriage and 
family therapy among attendees. This awareness of demonstrated by specified inquiries regarding 
the profession and expressions of support for the work done by marriage and family therapists.
A growing number of states that have enacted or considered regulatory legislation for marriage and 
family therapists and legislative educational campaigns conducted by AAFMT and its members 
have supported this increased awareness. AAMFT members have also sought to share 
professional expertise with state legislators on a broad range of mental health policies.
"AAMFT and its members have worked closely with state legislators to help them to gain a better 
understanding of the practice and profession of marriage and family therapy. These efforts had 
dramatic results" said Michael Bowers, AAMFT Director of Division Affairs. "This year, state 
legislators were telling us now that we know more about you, we look forward to utilizing your 
members’ expertise in a variety of policy development areas. This new direction provides both 
AAMFT and state legislators with opportunities that offer potential benefits for everyone.”

States with Licensure or Certification for Marriage and Family 
Therapists:

Arizona California
Colorado Connecticut
F lorida Georgia
Maine M assachusetts
M ichigan M innesota
Nevada New Jersey
North Caro lina Oregon
Rhode Island South Carolina
Tennessee Utah
W ashington State Wyoming

News from the N ational O ffice: Two states pass MFT regu la to ry  laws
Two more states, Oregon and Maine, have passed legislation to regulate the profession of marriage 
and family therapy. These sucesses raise the number of states with regulation for marriage and 
family therapy to 20 (see chart above for complete listing of states).
The Maine Legislature Joint Standing Committee on Business Legislation initially considered a title 
protection law for marriage and family therapists, professional counselors, and clinical 
professional counselors. During the committee’s hearing on the proposed legislations, 
representatives of the three professional groups provided important testimony outlining the need to 
protect consumers from unprofessional and unqualified practitioners. In one instance, the 
legislators were told of a state licensed mental health professional who had had his license revoked 
but continued to practice as "a marriage counselor." Based upon such testimony and other



approaches for a wide variety of emotional and behavioral disorders. For this and other reasons, 
the federal government has recognized marriage and family therapists for some time. For many 
years, marriage and family therapists have been eligible mental health providers under the Civilian 
Health and Medical Program of of the Unified Services (Champus). Additionally, marriage and 
family therapists arc listed as one of the core mental health professions by the National Institute of 
Mental Health, and under federal law (Public Service Act, PL100-6900), as one of the core mental 
health professions, training programs in marriage and family therapy are eligible to receive clinical 
training grants on the same basis as programs in medicine, psychology, sociai work, and nursing. 
Thus, there is a consistent consensus among federal agencies and national committees that MFT 
carries distinct status as a profession.
Unfortunately, however not all who provide family therapy services have attained the necessary 
training for the practice of the profession, nor have they necessarily agreed to be bound by a code 
o f ethics established by their peers. Given the fact that the State of Alaska does not regulate our 
profession, there exists the potential for untrained individuals to present themselves as marriage 
and family therapists. This is a source of concern for the qualified professionals and members of 
the public. Since we know that psychotherapy of any kind can do damage, the public, without the 
capacity to distinguish qualified professionals, remains more vulnerable to mistreatment. The lack 
o f regulation of the profession of MFT in Alaska may present a greater loss to the public than it 
does to our professional membership, since many of our members can identify with other 
p rofessions.
A growing number of marriage and family therapists have received the most contemporary training 
developed in the field. Often this training is through graduate programs in marriage and family 
therapy. These mental health professionals are prepared to offer effective treatment options to 
Alaskan families, yet these professionals are neither recognized nor regulated. Trained family 
therapists, although sanctioned nationally as legitimate providers in mental health services, have no 
such status in Alaska. The result is that in many contexts, Alaskan do not have a real option to 
select a qualified family therapist for treatment because most reimbursement systems do not 
recognize unregulated providers. This denies freedom of choice for mcntai health services to 
Alaskans who may already be disadvantaged.
We do not believe this state o f affairs, with the public being exposed to unqualified and 
unprofessional practitioners, and potentially prohibited from legitimate treatment options has been 
the Governor’s nor the legislators’ intent. Rather, it may be due to limited awareness of the part of 
state officials regarding the professional of marriage and family therapy. In a state known to be in 
the vanguard when it comes to protecting the general welfare of its citizenry, these seems 
unfortunate. As mentioned, some twenty states have now recognized the need to regulate and 
recognize the profession of marriage and family therapy. Alaska should not be among the last to 
do so. We strongly urge that you consider exploring with us ways to address this issue. Members 
o f AkMFT are available to meet with you tc discuss appropriate options. AkMFT members also 
stand ready to act as consultants with regard to a wide variety of issues relevant to families in 
Alaska. We hope you find the enclosed special issue of our newsletter helpful in increasing your 
knowledge of our organization.
Sincerely,

Randall G. Jones, M.A. 
Presidcnt-AkAMFT



cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. Family therapy and family therapists would receive 
reimbursement for their services.
AkAMFT Announces 1990 Board E lection Results:
Kathleen Holmes, AkAMFTs Nomination Committee Chairperson has announced the election 
results for AkAMFT board position. The three-year position recently vacated by Leon Webber will 
be filled by Lowell Roddy. Lowell is currently at the chaplain’s office at Fort Richardson and has 
been involved with AAMFT for many years.
AkAMFT Board Members and O fficers:
Randall G. Jones, M.A., President 
4001 Dale Street, Suite 101 
Anchorage, AK 99508
Robert Nelson, Rel.D., President-Elect 
4502 Cassin Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99507
John Pagan, M.S., Past President 
2550 Denali Street, Suite 905 
Anchorage,AK 99503
Vivian Finlay, M.Ed., Treasurer 
P. O. Box 872433 
Wasilla, AK 99687
Sara Griffith, M.Ed., Secretary 
9292 Hiland Road 
Eagle, AK 99577
Tim Sander, M.Ed.
P. O. Box 60635 
Fairbanks, AK 9706
Lowell Roddy, M.Ed.
131-B Iliamna Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99505
Rhoda Vandervoort, M.A.
2131 Tudor Hills Court 
Anchorage, AK 99507



considerations, the committee recommended that the bill be redrafted as a licensure law. The bill 
became law with the overwhelming support of the state legislature and the Governor.
The Oregon state legislature passed a multiple d’-ciplinary regulatory law. The law prohibits the 
use of title of marriage and family therapy or pra .ssional counselor by uncertified practitioners 
and replaced a registration process for social workers with licensure. The law also includes 
provisions for priviliged communication except in certain cases (such as suspected child abuse or 
neglect).
The original bill was the product of extensive negotiations between various mental health 
professional organizations in Oregon. Despite the withdrawal of one group from the bill and some 
change to the draft version, the bill became law with wideranging support. In other regulatory 
developments, Oklahoma governor, Harry Belimon, vetoed a bill designed to license marriage and 
family therapists in the state. At this time, the legislature is not in session. However, it is 
anticipated that the legislature may attempt to override the governor's veto.

Senate M arriage and Fam ily Therapy B ill In troduced
Senator Daniel Monahan (D-NY) recently ir traduced the Community Mental Health Sendees Act, 
S. 1591, to provide Medicare reimbursement for the services of marriage and family therapists, 
clinical social workers, and psychiatric nurses working in community mental health centers 
(CMHC). Medicare would also reimburse CMHC's for partial hospitalization services. Under 
current law, only hospitals may receive reimbursement for partial hospitalization services.
Enactment of this legislation would enhance access to marriage and family therapy and other mental 
health services for millions o f elderly Americans who might benefit from mental health care, but 
who often do not receive services. It is especially important in states with large rural areas where 
access to outpatient mental health services is often severely limited and where the closest hospital 
providing partial hospitalization services may be hundreds of miles away. It will also have a 
positive impact on the ability of CMHC's in poor underserved urban communities to provide 
services to the Medicare eligible population.
Sponsors of the Community Mental Health Services Act include Senators Robert Dole and Spark 
Matsunaga (D-Hawaii) both high-ranking members of Senate Finance Committee which will 
consider the bill and Senator Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii) a leader on the mental health policy. The 
Senate Finance Committee is expected to consider S. 1591 in late September and early October as 
part of the budget reconcilation package for fiscal year 1990. Other mental health provisions, 
including Medicare reimbursement for all services provided by psychologists and social workers 
will also be considered as part of the package.
O ther L egislative News:
AAMFT endorsed Basic Health Benefits Act, S.768, received approval from the Senate Labor and 
Human Resources last July. The bill, authorized by Senator Edward Kennedy, would require 
employers to provide health care insurance for all of their employees who work at least 17.5 hours 
a week. (Requirements for small employers would be phased in._ Marriage and family therapists 
are recognized as "equivalent mental health professionals" for reimbursement purposes under the 
bill’s mental health provision. There has been no action on the House version bill.
The pro rision of family therapy and the work of marriage and family therapists are recognized as 
crucial components in a substance abuse treatment, by drug treatment, and Crimes Reductions Act, 
HR 2456, authorized by Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA), Chair of the House Ways and Means 
Health Subcommittee. This innovative legislation would establish a separate addiction treatment 
services trust fund under Medicare to be financed through a minimal increase in excise taxes of
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1 IN  THE HOUSE BY GRUENBERG AND MENARD

2 HOUSE B I L L  NO. 305

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

A SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F IR ST  SESS ION

5 A B ILL

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y

7 t h e r a p y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n ew  c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :

10 CHAPTER 63.  MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY. :

11 ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.

12 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 1 0 .  BOARD ESTABLISHED.  ( a)  T h e r e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d

13 t h e  B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y .

14 ( b )  T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s

15 c h a p t e r  a n d  two  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .

16 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 2 0 .  BOARD APPOINTMENTS.  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t

17 t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  s u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

18 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 3 0 .  MEETINGS.  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  h o l d  a n  a n n u a l  m e e t -

19 i n g  a n d  may h o l d  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  a t  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  c h a i r  o r  a  m a j o r -

20 i t y  o f  t h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .

21 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 4 0 .  REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y

22 r e m o v e  a  m em b e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e .

23 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 5 0 .  POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l

24 (1) e s t a b l i s h  o b j e c t i v e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t r a i n -

25 i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p e r s o n s  who  a p p l y  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  t o

26 p r a c t i c e  m a r t i a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ;

27 (2) e x a m i n e  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  t o  q u a l i f i e d

28 a p p l i c a n t s ;

29 (3) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s e
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1 r e n e w a l ;

2 (4) a d o p t  a  c o d e  o f  e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  f o r  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y

3 t h e r a p y ;

4 (5) h o l d  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o r d e r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  o f  a

5 p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  a  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d ;

6 (6) e s t a b l i s h  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s u p e r v i s o r s  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n

7 u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

8 (7) r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o n

9 t h e  b o a r d ’ s  p r o c e e d i n g s  e a c h  y e a r ;  t h e  r e p o r t  m u s t  i n c l u d e  t h e  n u m b e r

10 o f  l i c e n s u r e  a p p l i c a n t s ,  t h o  n u m b e r  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d ,  t h e

11 f a i l u r e  r a t e  f o r  e a c h  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t ,  a n d  o t h e r

12 i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

13 (8) e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  a d o p t  r e g u -

14 l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  d u t i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

15 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 6 0 .  AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS.  ( a)  A p e r s o n  may n o t

16 s u p e r v i s e  a  p e r s o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  t o

17 b e  a  s u p e r v i s o r .

18 (b)  A p e r s o n  who  s u p e r v i s e s  a  l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t

19 (1) h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  f o r  f i v e

20 y e a r s ;

21 (2) b e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  a n d

22 (3) m e e t  t h e  m in im um  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  f o r

23 a p p r o v e d  s u p e r v i s o r s .

24 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 0 7 0 .  PROCEDURES. T h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t

25 (AS 4 4 .6 2 )  a p p l i e s  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

26 ARTICLE 2.  MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY L ICENSES .

27 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 .  QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE.  (a)

28 T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y

29 t o  a  p e r s o n  who
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I

1 (1) a p p l i e s  o n  a  f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ;

2 (2) p a y s  t h e  f e e  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 0 0 ;

3 (3) f u r n i s h e s  e v i d e n c e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  t h e

4 p e r s o n

5 (A) h a s  n o t  e n g a g e d  i n  c o n d u c t  t h a t  i s  a  g r o u n d  f o r

6 i m p o s i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 2 0 ;

7 (B) h o l d s  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e ,  d o c t o r a t e ,  o r  t h e  e q u i v a -

8 l e n t ,  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e

9 b o a r d  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  p e r s o n  c o m p l e t e d  a  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  t h a t

10 i n c l u d e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g : ^

11 ( i )  c o u r s e s  i n  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ;

12 ( i i )  c o u r s e s  i n  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  s t u d i e s ;

13 ( i i i )  c o u r s e s  i n  h u m a r  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

14 ( i v )  a  c o u r s e  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t u d i e s  o r

15 p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  a n d  l a w ;

16 (v) a  c o u r s e  i n  r e s e a r c h ;  a n d

17 ( v i )  o n e  y e a r  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  i n

18 m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ;

19 (C) a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a  d e g r e e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (B) o f  t h i s

20 p a r a g r a p h ,  h a s

21 ( i )  p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  w i t h i n

22 t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  1,500

23 h o u r s  o f  d i r e c t  c l i n i c a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c o u p l e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s ;

24 a n d

25 ( i i )  b e e n  s u p e r v i s e d  i n  t h e  c l i n i c a l  c o n t a c t  f o r

26 a t  l e a s t  200 h o u r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  100 h o u r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s u p e r -

27 v i s i o n  a n d  100 h o u r s  o f  g r o u p  s u p e r v i s i o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e

28 b o a r d ;  a n d

29 (D) h a s  p a s s e d  a  w r i t t e n  o r  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n
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1 a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .

2 (b)  T h e  b o a r d  may n o t  a l l o w  an  a p p l i c a n t  who  f a i l s  a n  e x a m i n a -

3 t i o n  g i v e n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t a k e  a  s u b s e q u e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  a

4 p e r i o d  o f  s i x  m o n t h s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i -

5 c a n t  f a i l e d .

6 ( c)  A l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  e x p i r e s  tw o  y e a r s  f r o m

7 t h e  d a t e  o f  i s s u e .  I t  may b e  r e n e w e d  b y  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  f e e  r e q u i r e d

8 > u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 0 0  a n d  b y  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n

9 r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  f o r  t h e  r e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n s e s

10 i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

11 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 1 0 .  LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE.  (a)  T h e  b o a r d

12 s h a l l  i s s u e  a  f o u r - y e a r  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h e  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l

13 a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  t o  a  p e r s o n  who m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 08.-

14 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  a n d  (3)(A)  - (B).

15 (b)  A l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  p r a c t i c e  o n l y

16 (1) u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  s u p e r v i s o r  a p p r o v e d

17 b y  t h e  b o a r d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 0 6 0 ;  and

18 (2) i n  a  c l i n i c ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y ,  o r  o t h e r  s e t t i n g

19 a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .

20 (c )  A l i c e n s e  f o r  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  e x p i r e s  f o u r  y e a r s  f r o m

21 t h e  d a t e  o f  i s s u a n c e  a n d  m a y  n o t  be  r e n e w e d .

22 (d)  A l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  b o a r d  f o r

23 i t s  a p p r o v a l  a  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  f o r  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  r e q u i r e -

24 m e n t s  o f  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 3 ) ( C ) .

25 ( e)  A l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  u s e  t h e  t i t l e  " m a r i t a l

26 t h e r a p y  a s s o c i a t e , "  " f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  a s s o c i a t e , "  o r  o t h e r  t i t l e  t h a t  i s

27 a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  b o a r d .

28 ( f )  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  r e v o k e  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e  i f

29 t h e  p e r s o n  f a i l s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 .1 0 0  tw o  o r
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1 m o r e  t i m e s .

2 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 2 0 .  TEMPORARY L ICENSE  FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL

3 AND FAMILY THERAPY. (n)  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e

4 f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  t o  a n  a p p l i c a n t  who

5 s a t i s f i e s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 0 3 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  (2) a n d  ( 3 ) ( A ), (B),

6 a n d  (C) a n d  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  t o  t a k e  t h e  m a r i t a l  a n d

7 f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  e x a m i n a t i o n .

8 ( b)  A p e r s o n  may  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  a  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  u n t i l  t h e

9 b o a r d  i s s u e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y

10 e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  a f t e r  i s s u a n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e  a n d

11 e i t h e r  i s s u e s  o r  d e n i e s  a  l i c e n s e  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0  t o  t h e  p e r s o n .

12 ( c )  I f  a  l i c e n s e e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f a i l s  t h e  m a r i t a l  a n d

13 f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  b o a r d  may  n o t  r e n e w  t h e  p e r s o n ' s

14 t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e .

15 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 1 3 0 .  LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS.  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e

16 a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  t o  a  p e r s o n  who

17 (1) i s  l i c e n s e d  o r  c e r t i f i e d  a s  a  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a -

18 p i s t  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  l i c e n s e  o r  c e r t i f -

19 i c a t e  t h a t  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  t o  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s

20 o f  t h i s  s t a t e ;  a n d

21 (2) m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  a n d

22 ( 3 ) ( A ) .

23 ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVIS IONS .

24 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 0 0 .  FEES .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  f e e s  u n d e r

25 AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 6 5  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r

26 t h i s  c h a p t e r :

27 . (1) a p p l i c a t i o n ;

28 (2) e x a m i n a t i o n ;

29 (3) c r e d e n t i a l  r e v i e w ;
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(4) l i c e n s e ;

(5) t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e ;

(6) l i c e n s e  f o r  s u p e r v i s e d  p r a c t i c e ;

(7) r e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n s e .

S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 1 0 .  CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a)  A p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  may n o t  r e v e a l  t o  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a  c ommu­

n i c a t i o n  m ad e  t o  t h e  l i c e n s e e  b y  a  c l i e n t  a b o u t  a  m a t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  

w h i c h  t h e  c l i e n t  h a s  e m p l o y e d  t h e  l i c e n s e e  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o

(1) a  c a s e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  w i t h  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o ­

l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  o r  s u r g e o n s ;

(2) t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c l i e n t  i n  w r i t i n g  

a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  l i c e n s e e  t o  r e v e a l ;  o r

(3) i n f o r m a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  e v i ­

d e n c e  r e l a t e d  t o  a  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g  o r  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  a  

c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g .

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  i n c i d e n t s  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e  o r  n e g l e c t  a s  

r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 2 0 .

S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 2 0 .  GROUNDS FOR IMPOSIT ION OF D ISC IPLINARY SANC­

T IO N S .  A f t e r  a  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  b o a r d  may i m p o s e  a  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  

o n  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w h e n  t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  

p e r s o n

(1) s e c u r e d  a  l i c e n s e  t h r o u g h  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;

(2) e n g a g e d  i n  d e c e i t ,  f r a u d ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  a n g a g i n g  i n  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;
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1 (3) a d v e r t i s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  f a l s e  o r  m i s l e a d -

2 i n g  m a n n e r ;

3 (4) h a s  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  f e l o n y  o r  o t h e r  c r i m e  t h a t

4 a f f e c t s  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m p e t e n t l y  a n d  s a f e l y ;

5 (5) f a i l e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t i r  o r  a

6 r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  a n  o r d e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d ;

7 (6) c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a f t e r  b e c o m i n g  u n f i t  d u e  t o

8 (A) p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c o m p e t e n c e ;

9 (B) a d d i c t i o n  o r  s e v e r e  d e p e n d e n c y  o n  a l c o h o l  o r

10 a n o t h e r  d r u g  t h a t  i m p a i r s  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  s a f e -

11 l y ;

12 (C) p h y s i c a l  o r  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y ;

13 (71 e n g a g e  i n  l e w d  o r  i m m o r a l  c o n d u c t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h

14 t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  c l i e n t s .

15 S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 3 0 .  D I S C I P L I N A R Y  SANCTIONS.  ( a )  When i t  f i n d s  t h a t

16 a  l i c e n s e e  h a s  v i o l a t e d  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 2 0 ,  t h e  b o a r d  may

17 i m p o s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a n c t i o n s  s i n g l y  o r  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n :

18 (1) p e r m a n e n t l y  r e v o k e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e ;

19 (2) s u s p e n d  a  l i c e n s e  f o r  a  d e t e r m i n a t e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ;

20 (3) c e n s u r e  a  l i c e n s e e ;

21 (4) i s s u e  a  l e t t e r  o f  r e p r i m a n d ;

22 (5) p l a c e  a  l i c e n s e e  o n  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e

23 l i c e n s e e  t o

24 (A) r e p o r t  r e g u l a r l y  t o  t h e  b o a r d  o n  m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g

25 t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r o b a t i o n ;

26 (B) l i m i t  p r a c t i c e  t o  p r e s c r i b e d  a r e a s ;

27 (C) c o n t i n u e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  u n t i l  a  s a t i s f a c -

28 t o r y  d e g r e e  o f  s k i l l  h a s  b e e n  a t t a i n e d  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  d e t e r m i n e d

29 b y  t h e  b o a r d  t o  n e e d  i m p r o v e m e n t ;
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l i c e n s e e .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  may  w i t h d r a w  a  l i m i t a t i o n ,  c o n d i t i o n ,  o r  p r o b a ­

t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  i f  i t  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  d e f i c i e n c y  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  t h e

s a n c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e m e d i e d .

(c)  T h e  b o a r d  may  s u m m a r i l y  s u s p e n d  a  l i c e n s e  b e f o r e  f i n a l

h e a r i n g  o r  d u r i n g  t h e  a p p e a l s  p r o c e s s  i f  t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  

l i c e n s e e  p o s e s  a  c l e a r  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  d a n g e r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  a n d  

s a f e t y  i f  t h e  l i c e n s e e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r a c t i c e .  A p e r s o n  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  

i s  s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  h e a r i n g  b y  t h e  b o a r d  

n o  l a t e r  t h a n  s e v e n  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  o r d e r .  Th e  

p e r s o n  may a p p e a l  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  

c o u r t .

(d) T h e  b o a r d  may  r e i n s t a t e  a  l i c e n s e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  s u s p e n d e d  o r  

r e v o k e d  i f  t h e  b o a r d  f i n d s  a f t e r  a  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  a b l e  

t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  s k i l l  a n d  s a f e t y .

( e)  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  s e e k  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f

d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  p r i o r  d e c i s i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  i t s  

f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  o r  o r d e r s .

S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 4 0 .  L ICENSE  REQUIRED.  (a )  A p e r s o n  who k n o w i n g l y  

e n g a g e s  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n ­

i n g  a  l i c e n s e  i s s u c ^  b y  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  w i t h o u t  q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  a n  e x e m p ­

t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  c l a s s  B m i s d e m e a n o r .

(b) A p e r s o n  who i s  n o t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  w h o s e  

l i c e n s e  i s  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d ,  o r  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  h a s  l a p s e d ,  who 

k n o w i n g l y  u s e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  n am e  t h e  w o r d s  o r
£>• }  C U C 6 N C & ®l e t t e r s  ' M 7 F . T . , "  " M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t ,  o r  o t h e r  l e t t e r s ,  

w o r d s ,  o r  i n s i g n i a  i n d i c a t i n g  o r  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  a

(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a
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l i c e n s e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t  o r  who i n  a n y  w a y ,  o r a l l y ,  o r  i n  

w r i t i n g ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  b y  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  k n o w i n g l y  h o l d s  o u t  a s  a

l i c e n s e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  c l a s s  B m i s d e ­

m e a n o r .

S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 5 0 .  EXEMPTIONS.  T h i s  c h a p t e r  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  a

p e r s o n  who

(1) p r a c t i c e s  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  as; a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  

a  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  o f  a  p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i  

z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  f e d e r a l  i n c o m e  t a x ;  o r

(2) i s  a  q u a l i f i e d  m e m b e r  o f  a  r e c o g n i z e d  p r o f e s s i o n ,  o t h e r

t h a n  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  

b y  t i t l e  o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  a s  p r a c t i c i n g  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  

t h e r a p y .

S e c .  0 8 . 6 3 . 9 0 0 .  D EF IN IT IO N S .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n ­

t e x t  i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r w i s e ,

(1) " a d v e r t i s e "  i n c l u d e s  i s s u i n g  o r  c a u s i n g  t o  b e  d i s t r i ­

b u t e d  a  c a r d ,  s i g n  o r  d e v i c e  t o  a  p e r s o n ,  o r  c a u s i n g ,  p e r m i t t i n g ,  o r  

a l l o w i n g  a  s i g n  o r  m a r k i n g  o n  o r  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  i n  a  

n e w s p a p e r ,  m a g a z i n e ,  o r  d i r e c t o r y ,  o r  o n  r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n ,  o r  u s i n g  

o t h e r  m e a n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s e c u r e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ;

(2) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  t h e  B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y ;

(3) " c o u r s e "  m e a n s  a  c l a s s  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c r e d i t  h o u r s

i n  a  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  a t  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  a n  

i n s t i t u t i o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ;

(4) " p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y "  m e a n s  t h e  

d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m e n t a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s  t h a t  a r e  

r e f e r e n c e d  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  d i a g n o s t i c  n o m e n c l a t u r e  f o r  m a r i t a l  a n d  

f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ,  w h e t h e r  c o g n i t i v e ,  a f f e c t i v e ,  o r  b e h a v i o r a l ,  w i t h i n  

t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y
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s y s t e m s ;  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  i n v o l v e s

(A) t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  

t r e a t m e n t s  o f  p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  c o u p l e s ,  

a n d  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t r e a t i n g  t h e  d i a g n o s e d  e m o t i o n a l  

a n d  m e n t a l  d i s o r d e r s ;

(B) a n  a p p l i e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  m a r i -  

. t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f

p s y c h o t h e r a p e u t i c  a n d  c o u n s e l i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

r e s o l v i n g  i n t r a p e r s o n a l  a n d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t  a n d  c h a n g i n g  

p e r c e p t i o n s ,  a t c i t u d e s ,  a n d  b e h a v i o r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  h um an  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s  a n d  f a m i l y  l i f e ;

(5) " s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  f a c e - t o - f a c e  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  d i r e c ­

t i o n ,  r e v i e w ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  

b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  c a s e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  a u d i o  t a p e s  a u u  v i d e o  c a p e s .

*  S e c .  2 .  AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n ew  p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :

(31) B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  (AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 0 1 0 ) .

*  S e c .  3.  AS 0 8 . 0 2 . 0 1 0 ( a )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

( a)  An a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 1 1 ,  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  i n  

t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 2 0 ,  a  d e n t i s t  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 3 6 ,  

a  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t :  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 ,  a  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  

o r  o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 4 ,  a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 8 ,  a n  

o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 7 2 ,  a  r e g i s t e r e d  p h a r m a c i s t  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 0 ,  a  

r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  u n d e r  AS 08 .-  

84, a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 6 ,  o r  a  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i ­

c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 9 5 ,  s h a l l  u s e  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a p p r o ­

p r i a t e  l e t t e r s  o r  a  t i t l e  a f t e r  t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  n am e  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  o f  p r a c t i c e .  T h e  l e t t e r s  o r  t i t l e  s h a l l  

a p p e a r  o n  a l l  s i g n s ,  s t a t i o n e r y ,  o r  o t h e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  i r .  w h i c h  t h e
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1 p e r s o n  o f f e r s  o r  d i s p l a y s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  p ub-

2 l i e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  o r

3 o s t e o p a t h y  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0 ( 2 )  o r  a  p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  i n  a n y  m a n n e r  i n

4 t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s  who  d i a g n o s e s ,  t r e a t s ,  t e s t s ,  o r  c o u n s e l s  o t h e r

5 p e r s o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h u m a n  h e a l t h  o r  d i s e a s e  a n d  u s e s  t h e  l e t t e r s

6 " M . D . "  o r  t h e  t i t l e  " d o c t o r "  o r  " p h y s i c i a n "  o r  a n o t h e r  t i t l e  t h a w

7 t e n d s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  w i l l i n g  o r  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i a g n o s e ,

8 t r e a t ,  t e s t ,  o r  c o u n s e l  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  s h a l l  c l a r i f y  t h e  l e t t e r s  o r

9 t i t l e  b y  a d d i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l i s t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  i f  a n y ,  s u c h

10 a s  " d e r m a t o l o g i s t " ,  " r a d i o l o g i s t " ,  " a u d i o l o g i s t " , " n a t u r o p a t h " ,  o r  t h e

11 l i k e .

12 *  S e c .  4 .  AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n ew  p a r a p r a p h  t o  r e a d :

13 (24) B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  (AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 0 1 0 )

14 J u n e  30, 1993.

15 *  S e c .  5 .  AS 2 1 . 8 8 . 9 0 0 ( a ) ( 9 )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

16 (9) " h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r "  m e a n s  a n  a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d

17 u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 1 1 ;  a  c h i r o p r a c t o r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 2 0 ;  a  d e n t a l

18 h y g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 3 2 ;  a  d e n t i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 .3 6 ;

19 a  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 ;  a  n u r s e  l i -

20 c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 8 ;  a  d i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 .7 1 ;

21 a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 7 2 ;  a  p h a r m a c i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r

22 AS 0 8 . 8 0 ;  a  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t  l i c e n s e d

23 u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 4 ;  a  p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 4 ;  a  p o d i a t r i s t ;  a

24 p s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 8 6 ;  a

25 h o s p i t a l  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  AS 1 8 . 2 0 . 1 3 0 ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  g o v e r n m e n t a l l y  owned

26 o r  o p e r a t e d  h o s p i t a l ;  a c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  AS 2 1 . 8 8 .-

27 050 ( b ) ( l l ) ;  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e

28 c o u r s e  a n d  s c o p e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ;

29 *  S e c .  6.  AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 3 0 ( a ) i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n ew  p a r a g r a p h  t o  r e a d :
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1 (55) B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  (A3 0 8 . 6 3 . 0 1 0 ) .

2 *  S e e .  7.  AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 ( 9 )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

3 (9) " p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  t h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s "  i n c l u d e s  c h i r o -

4 p r a e t o r s ,  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  h e a l t h  a i d e s ,  n u r s e s ,  n u r s e

5 p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s -

6 t a n t s ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  n a t u r o p a t h s ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,

7 p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s ,  p h y s i c i a . n s ,  p h y s i c i a n ' s  a s s i s t a n t s ,

8 p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s ,  m a r i t a l  a n d

9 f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 ,  a u d i o l o g i s t s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r

10 AS 0 8 . 1 1 ,  h e a r i n g  a i d  d e a l e r s  l i c e n s e d  u n d ^ r  AS 0 8 . 5 5 ,  r e l i g i o u s

11 h e a l i n g  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a n d  s u r g e o n s ;

12 *  S e c .  8.  I N I T I A L  APPOINTMENTS.  (a)  I n  m a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t  -

13 m e n t s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y ,

14 t h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  a  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  AS 0 8 . 6 3 .-

15 010 . .f  t h e  p e r s o n  w o u l d  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  l i c e n s e  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  -

16 (3)(A) - (B) ,  e n a c t e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t .  T h e  B o a r d  o f  M a r i t a l  a n d

17 F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y

18 t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

19 (b)  A l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  r e -

20 n e w a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  a  l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0  a s  e n a c t e d  by

21 s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t .

22 *  S e c .  9.  TRANSITIONAL L ICENS ING .  (a )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ,

23 e n a c t e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e

24 m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  t o  a  p e r s o n  who

25 (1) a p p l i e s  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1990;

26 (2) s a t i s f i e s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  - (3)(A) ,

27 e n a c t e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  A c t ;

28 (3) h o l d s  a  m a s t e r ' s  o r  d o c t o r a t e  d e g r e e  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d

29 e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  e i t h e r  i n
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1 (A) m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ;  o r

2 (B) a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ;

3 a n d

4 (4) h a s  p r a c t i c e d  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  a t

5 l e a s t  tw o  y e a r s  p r e c e d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n .

6 (b)  A l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  r e n e w a l

7 r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  a  l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ,  a s  e n a c t e d  b y  s e c .  1

8 o f  t h i s  A c t .

9 ( c)  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  l i b e r a l l y  c o n s t r u e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  ( a )  o f

10 t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  l i c e n s i n g  a s  a  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y

11 p r o f e s s i o n a l  e v e r y  p e r s o n  who m e r i t s  l i c e n s i n g  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ' s

12 e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y

13 t h e r a p y .

14 *  S e c .  10.  AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 4 0  a n d  0 8 . 6 3 . 2 5 0 ,  a s  e n a c t e d  b y  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s

15 A c t ,  t a k e  e f f e c t  J u l y  1 ,  1990.

16 *  S e c .  11. E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c .  10 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h i s  A c t  t a k e s

17 e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1989.
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i ! N THE SENATE.

SENA i'E DILL Hi.) 48 j

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A B IL L

FOR AN ACT ENT ITLED : “ AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FV r l lL

THERAPY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE ,"
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I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  SECTION 1, AS 08 IS  AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER TO READ:

CHAPTER 6 3 , MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY,

ARTICLE 1 , DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT,

SEC > 0 8 , 6 3 , 0 1 0 . AUTHORITY OF DEPARTMENT. THE DEPARTMENT HAS 

JUR ISD ICT ION OVER THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY UNDER 

TH IS CHAPTER. IN ADDIT ION TO THE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER 

AS 0 8 ,0 1  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

(11 ESTABLISH OBJECTIVE EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS AND TRAIN 

ING AND EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PERSONS WHO APPLY FOR A LICENSE IT 

PRACTICE MARTIAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY;

( 2 ) EXAMINE APPLICANTS AND ISSUE LICENSES TO QUAL IF IED

APPLICANTS;

RENEWAL

<3) E S ' I A B L I S II C 0 N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T 1 0 N R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F 0 L I C E N S

( 4 ) ADOPT A CODE OF ETH IC A I.. PRACTICE FOR MARITAL AND F AM J. I -

THERAPY.

( 5 ) EXERCISE WITH REGARD TO MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAP' . ' L 

THE D ISC IP LINARY P0WERS GRA NTE D T0 B0 ARDS BV AS 0 8 , 0 1 . 0 7 5 ;

( 6 ) ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOP SUPERVISORS AND SUPERVISION 

UNDER I'HTS CHAPTER;

( 7 ) ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF TH IS CHAPTER AND ADOPT



REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT IT S  DUTIES UNDER TH IS CHAPTER.

SEC, 0 3 , 6 7 , 0 2 0 ,  AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS. (A ) A PERSON iiAY NOT 

SUPERVISE A PERSON UNDER TH IS CHAPTER UNLESS APPROVED BY THE DEPART­

MENT TO BE A SUPERVISOR,

<8> A PERSON WHO SUPERVISES A LICENSEE UNDER TH IS SECTION MUST

( 1 )  HAVE PRACTICED MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY FOR F IVE

YEARS;

( 2 )  BE LICENSED UNDER TH IS CHAPTER; AND

( 3 )  MEET THE MINIMUM STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPART­

MENT FOR APPROVED SUPERVISORS.

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 , 0 3 0 , PROCEDURES. THE ADM IN ISTRAT IVE PROCEDURE ACT 

(AS 4 4 . 6 2 )  APPLIES TO REGULATIONS AND PROCEEDINGS UNDER TH IS CHAPTER, 

ARTICLE 2 . MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY LICENSES ,

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 , 1 0 0 ,  QUAL IF ICAT IONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE. (A )

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A LICENSE TO PRACTICE MARITAL AND FAM ILY 

THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO

( 1 )  APPLIES ON A FORM PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

( 2 )  PAYS THE FEE ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

( 3 )  FURNISHES EVIDENCE SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT

THE PERSON

(A ) HAS NOT ENGAGED IN CONDUCT THAT IS  A GROUND FOR 

IMPOSING D ISC IP L IN ARY SANCTIONS UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 3 , 2 1 0 ;

<B> HOLDS A MASTER'S DEGREE, DOCTORATE, OR THE EQUIW. 

LENT. FROM AN ACCREDITED EDUCATIONAL INST ITU T IO N APPROVED BY THU 

DEPARTMENT FOR WHICH THE PERSON COMPLETED A COURSE OF STUDY THAT 

INCLUDED INSTRUCTION SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT TO THE FOLLOWING:

( I >  COURSES IN MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY;

( I I )  COURSES IN MARITAL AND FAMILY STUDIES:

( I I I )  COURSES IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT;



( V I )  ONE YEAR OF SUPERVISED CLIN ICAL. PRACTICE IN 

MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY;

<C) AFTER RECEIV ING A DEGREE DESCRIBED IN (B ) OF TH IS 

PARAGRAPH, HAS

( I )  PRACTICED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY W ITH IN 

THREE YEARS OF THE PERSON'S APPL ICAT ION , INCLUDING 1 , !500 

HOURS OF DIRECT C L IN IC A L CONTACT WITH COUPLES AND FAM IL IE S . 

AND

( I I )  BEEN SUPERVISED IN THE CL IN IC A L CONTACT FOR 

AT LEAST 200 HOURS, INCLUDING 100 HOURS OF IND IV IDUAL SUPER 

V IS IO N AND 1O0 HOURS OF GROUP SUPERVISION APPROVED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT; AND

(D ) HAS PASSED A WRITTEN OR ORAL EXAMINATION ADM IN IS ­

TERED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(B> THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ALLOW AN APPLICANT WHO FA ILS AN 

EXAMINATION GIVEN UNDER TH IS SECTION TO TAKE A SUBSEQUENT EXAMINATION 

FOR A PERIOD OF S IX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE EXAMINATION THAT THE 

APPLICANT FA ILE D ,

SEC. ©8 .6 3. 1 10 .  LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE. (A ) THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A LICENSE FOP THE SUPERVISED PRACTICE OF MARI 

TAL AND FAMILY THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

AS 0 8 , 6 3 . i O O ( A ) ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  AND ( 3 ) < A ) - ( B ) .

(B ) A LICENSEE UNDER TH IS SECTION MAY PRACTICE ONLY

( 1 )  UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OP A SUPERVISOR APPROVED 

BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 0 2 0 ;  AND

( 2 )  IN A C L IN IC , SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCY, OR OTHER SETTING



(C> A LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE EXPIRES FOUR YEARS FROM

THE DATE OF ISSUANCE AND MAY NOT BE RENEWED*

(D ) A LICENSEE UNDER TH IS SECTION SHALL SUBMIT TO THE DEPARTMENT

FOR ITS APPROVAL A PROPOSED PLAN FOR SAT ISFY ING THE SUPERVISION KE -

QUIREMENTS OF AS 0 8 , 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( A ) ( 3 ) ( C ) .

( E ) A LICENSEE UNDER TH IS SECTION SHALL USE THE T IT L E  "MARITAL 

THERAPY ASSOC IATE ," "FAM ILY THERAPY ASSOC IATE ,- OR OTHER T IT L E  THAT IS  

APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

<F) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVOKE A LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRAC­

T ICE IF  THE PERSON HOLDING THE LICENSE FA ILS THE EXAMINATION REQUIRED 

UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0  TWO OR MORE TIMES .

SEC. 0 0 . 6 3 . 1 2 0 . TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL 

AND FAMILY THERAPY. (A ) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A TEMPORARY 

LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AMD FAMILY THERAPY TO AN APPLICANT 

WHO SAT IS F IE S THE REQUIREMENTS OF AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 0 0 ( A ) ( 1 ) ,  ( 2 )  AND ( 3 ) ( A ) ,  

( B ) ,  AND (C> AND HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO TAKE THE 

MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINATION.

(B ) A PERSON MAY PRACTICE UNDER A TEMPORARY LICENSE UNT IL THE 

DEPARTMENT ISSUES.THE RESULTS OF THE F IRST MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY 

EXAMINATION GIVEN AFTER ISSUANCE OF THE PERSON *S TEMPORARY LICENSE AND 

EITHER ISSUES OR DENIES A LICENSE UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 3 , 1 0 0  TO THE PERSON.

(C ) IF  A LICENSEE UNDER TH IS SECTION FA ILS THE MARITAL AND 

FAM ILY THERAPY EXAMINATION, THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT RENEW THE PERSON' S 

TEMPORARY L ICENSE.

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 , 1 3 0 .  LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 

ISSUE A LICENSE TO PRACTICE MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO

(1 ) IS LICENSED OR CERT IF IED AS A MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERA­

P IS T IN ANOTHER STATE THAT HAS REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LICENSE OR

APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT *



CERT IF ICATE THAT ARE SUBSTANTIALLY EQUAL TO OR GREATER THAN THE RE­

QUIREMENTS OF TH IS STATE; AND

( 2 )  MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF AS 0 8 . 6 3 . 1 OO<A ><1> , ( 2 )  AN;)

( 3 )  < A > *

ARTICLE 3 . GENERAL PROVIS IONS.

SEC * 0 8 * 6 3 . 2 0 0 . CONF IDENT IAL ITY OF COMMUNICATION. (A ) A PERSON 

LICENSED UNDER TH IS CHAPTER MAY NOT REVEAL TO ANOTHER PERSON A COMMU­

N ICAT ION MADE TO THE LICENSEE BY A CLIENT ABOUT A MATTER CONCERNING 

WHICH THE CLIENT HAS EMPLOYED THE LICENSEE IN A PROFESSIONAL CAPAC ITY . 

TH IS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO

( 1 ) A CASE CONFERENCE WITH OTHER PERSONS LICENSED UNDER 

TH IS CHAPTER OR WITH C L IN IC A L SOCIAL WORKERS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, PSYCHO­

LOGICAL ASSOCIATES, PHYS IC IANS , OR SURGEONS;

( 2 )  THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION THAT THE CLIENT IN WRITING 

AUTHORIZED THE LICENSEE TO REVEAL; OR

( 3 )  INFORMATION REVEALED AS PART OF THE DISCOVERY OF E V I ­

DENCE RELATED TO A COURT PROCEEDING OR INTRODUCED IN EVIDENCE IN A 

COURT PROCEEDING.

<B) NOTWITHSTANDING (A ) OF TH IS SECTION, A PERSON LICENSED UNDER 

TH IS CHAPTER SHALL REPORT INCIDENTS OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT AS 

REQUIRED BY AS 4 7 . 1 7 . 0 2 0 .

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 1 0 .  GROUNDS FOR IMPOS IT ION OF D ISC IPL INARY SANC­

T IONS . AFTER A HEARING, THE DEPARTMENT MAY IMPOSE A D ISC IP L IN ARY 

SANCTION ON A PERSON LICENSED UNDER TH IS CHAPTER WHEN THE DEPARTMENT 

FINDS THAT THE PERSON

<1) SECURED A LICENSE THROUGH DECE IT , FRAUD, OR INTENTIONAL 

MISREPRESENTATION;

( 2 ) ENGAGED IN DECE IT , FRAUD, OR INTENTIONAL MISREPRESENTA­

TION IN THE C-OURSE OF PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OR ENGAGING IN



( 3 )  ADVERTISED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN A FALSE OR MISLEAD­

ING MANNER;

<4> HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY OR OTHER CRIME THAT 

AFFECTS THE PERSON' S A B IL IT Y  TO PRACTICE COMPETENTLY AND SAFELY;

( 5 ) FA ILED TO COMPLY WITH A PROVIS ION OF TH IS CHAPTER OR A 

REGULATION ADOPTED UNDER TH IS CHAPTER, OR AN ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENT;

( 6 ) CONTINUED TO PRACTICE AFTER BECOMING UNFIT DUE TO

(A ) PROFESSIONAL INCOMPETENCE;

(B ) ADDICTION OR SEVERE DEPENDENCY ON ALCOHOL OR 

ANOTHER DRUG THAT IMPA IRS THE PERSON'S A B IL IT Y  TO PRACTICE SAFE­

LY; OR

<C> PHYSICAL OR MENTAL D IS A B IL IT Y ; OR

( ? )  ENGAGE IN LEWD OR IMMORAL CONDUCT IN CONNECTION WITH 

THE DELIVERY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO CL IENTS .

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 2 0 .  LICENSE REQUIRED. (A ) A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY 

ENGAGES IN THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY WITHOUT OBTA IN ­

ING A LICENSE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND WITHOUT QUALIFYING FOR AN 

EXEMPTION FROM TH IS CHAPTER IS  GUILTY OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR.

( B) A PERSON WHO IS  NOT LICENSED UNDER TH IS CHAPTER OR WHOSE 

LICENSE IS  SUSPENDED OR REVOKED, OR WHOSE LICENSE HAS LAPSED, WHO 

KNOWINGLY USES IN CONNECTION WITH THE PERSON' S NAME THE WORDS OR 

LETTERS " M . F . T . , "  “ MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAP IST ," OR OTHER LETTERS, 

WORDS, OR IN S IG N IA IND ICAT ING OR IMPLY ING THAT THE PERSON IS  A L I ­

CENSED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST OR WHO IN ANY WAY, ORALLY, OR IN 

WR IT ING , DIRECTLY OR BY IMPL ICAT ION , KNOWINGLY HOLDS OUT AS A LICENSED 

MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST IS  GUILTY OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR.

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 3 0 .  EXEMPTIONS. TH IS CHAPTER DOES NOT APPLY TO A 

PERSON WHO

PROFESSIONAL A C T IVITIES;



( 1 ) PRACTICE.? MARITAL. AND FAMILY THERAPY AS AN EMPLOYEE OF 

A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT OR OF A PRIVATE NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION THAT IS EXEMPT FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAX: OR

( 2 ) IS  A QUAL IF IED MEMBER OF A RECOGNIZED PROFESSION, OTHER 

THAN MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY, AND DOES NOT REPRESENT TO THE PUBLIC 

BY T IT L E  OR DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE AS PRACTICING MARITAL AND FAMILY 

THERAPY.

SEC. 0 8 . 6 3 . 9 0 0 . D E F IN IT IO N S . IN TH IS CHAPTER, UNLESS THE CON­

TEXT IND ICATES OTHERWISE,

( 1 ) "ADVERTISE" INCLUDES ISSUING OR CAUSING TO BE D IS T R I ­

BUTED A CARD, SIGN OR DEV ICE TO A PERSON, OR CAUSING, PERMITT ING , OR 

ALLOWING A SIGN OR MARKING ON OR IN A BU ILD ING OR STRUCTURE, OR IN A 

NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE, OR DIRECTORY, OR ON RADIO OR TELEV IS ION , OR USING- 

OTHER MEANS DESIGNED TO SECURE PUBLIC ATTENTION;

(2 ) " COURSE" MEANS A CLASS OF AT LEAST THREE CREDIT HOURS 

IN A GRADUATE PROGRAM AT AN ACCREDITED EDUCATIONAL INST ITUT ION OR AN 

INST ITUT ION APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

( 3 ) “ DEPARTMENT* MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT;

<A) "PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY" MEANS THE 

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL DISORDERS THAT ARE 

REFERENCED IN THE STANDARD DIAGNOSTIC NOMENCLATURE FOR MARITAL AND 

FAMILY THERAPY, WHETHER COGN IT IVE , AFFECTIVE , OR BEHAVIORAL, W ITHIN 

THE CONTEXT OF HUMAN RELAT IONSH IPS , PARTICULARLY MARITAL AND FAMILY 

SYSTEMS; MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPY INVOLVES

(A ) THE PROFESSIONAL APPLICAT ION OF ASSESSMENTS AND 

TREATMENTS OF PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC SERVICES TO IND IV ID UALS , COUPLES, 

AND FAM IL IES FOR THE PURPOSE 0 . ’ TREATING THE DIAGNOSED EMOTIONAL 

AND MEN'AL DISORDERS,-



( B A N  APPLIED UNDERSTANDING OF THE DYNAMICS OF MARI­

TAL AND FAMILY INTERACTIONS, ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION OF 

PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC AND COUNSELING TECHNIQUES FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

RESOLVING INTRAPERSONAL AND INTERPERSONAL CONFLICT AND CHANGING 

PERCEPTIONS, ATT ITUDES, AND BEHAVIORS IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RELA­

T IONSHIPS AND FAM ILY L IF E ;

( 5 )  "SUPERVIS ION* MEANS FACE-TO-FACE CONSULTATION, DIREC­

T ION , REVIEW, EVALUATION, AND ASSESSMENT OF THE PRACTICE OF THE PERSON 

BEING SUPERVISED, INCLUDING DIRECT OBSERVATION AND THE REVIEW OF CASE 

PRESENTATIONS, AUDIO TAPES AND VIDEO TAPES*

SEC* 2* AS 0 8 * 0 1 * 0 1 0  IS  AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW PARAGRAPH TO READ:

( 3 2 )  REGULATION OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY UNDER

AS 0 8 * 6 3 *

SEC* 3* AS 0 8 * 0 2 * 0 1 0 ( A )  I S AMENDED TO READ:

(A ) AN ACUPUNCTURIST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 . 0 6 ,  AN AUDIOLOGIST 

LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 . 1 1 ,  A PERSON LICENSED IN THE STATE AS A CHIRO­

PRACTOR UNDER AS 0 8 . 2 0 ,  A DENTIST UNDER AS OS*36 , _A MARITAL AND FAMILY 

THERAPIST UNDER AS 0 8 * 6 3 , _  A MEDICAL PRACTITIONER OR OSTEOPATH UNDER 

AS 0 8 * 6 4 ,  A REGISTERED NURSE UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 8 ,  AN OPTOMETRIST UNDER 

AS 0 8 * 7 2 ,  A REGISTERED PHARMACIST UNDER AS 0 8 . 8 0 ,  A PHYSICAL THERAPIST 

OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 8 4 ,  A PSYCHOLOGIST 

UNDER AS 0 8 * 8 6 ,  OR A CL IN IC A L SOCIAL WORKER LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 9 5 ,  

SHALL USE AS PROFESSIONAL IDENT IF IC AT IO N APPROPRIATE LETTERS OR A 

T IT L E  AFTER THAT PERSON1S NAME WHICH REPRESENTS THAT PERSON1S SPEC IF IC 

F IE LD OF PRACTICE. THE LETTERS OR T IT L E  SHALL APPEAR ON ALL SIGNS, 

STATIONERY, OR OTHER ADVERTISING IN WHICH THE PERSON OFFERS OR D IS ­

PLAYS PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC * IN ADD IT ION , A 

PERSON ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF MEDIC INE OR OSTEOPATHY UNDER AS 0 8 * -  

6 4 * 3 8 0 ( 2 )  OR A PERSON ENGAGED IN ANY MANNER IN THE HEALING ARTS WHO



DIAGNOSES, TREATS, TESTS', OR COUNSELS OTHER PERSONS IN  RELATION TO 

HUMAN HEALTH OR DISEASE AND USES THE LETTERS ■M .D * " OR THE T IT LE 

"DOCTOR" OR "PHYS IC IAN " OR ANOTHER T IT L E  THAT TENDS TO SHOW THAT ; UL~ 

PERSON IS  W ILLING OR QUAL IF IED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, TEST, OR COUNSEL 

ANOTHER PERSON, SHALL CLAR IFY THE LETTERS OR T IT LE BY ADDING THE 

APPROPRIATE SPEC IA L IST DESIGNATION , IF  ANY, SUCH AS "DERMATOLOGIST",

" RAD IOLOGIST “ , " AUD10L0G1 S T " , * NATUROPATH" , OR THE L IK E  *

*  SEC* 4* AS 2 1 . 8 8 * 9 0 0 ( 9 )  I S  AMENDED TO READ:

( 9 ) "HEALTH CARE PROVIDER" MEANS AN ACUPUNCTURIST LICENSED 

UNDER AS 0 8 * 0 6 ;  AN AUDIOLOGIST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 1 1 ;  A CHIROPRACTOR 

LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 2 0 ,  A DENTAL HYG IEN IST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 3 2 ;  A 

DENTIST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 3 6 ;  _A MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST L I ­

CENSED UNDER AS 0 8 » 6 3 ; _  A NURSE LICENSED UNDER AS 0 3 * 6 8 ;  A DISPENSING 

OPT IC IAN LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 7 1 ;  AN OPTOMETRIST LICENSED UNDER 

AS 0 3 . 7 2 ;  A PHARMACIST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 8 0 ;  A PHYSICAL THERAPIST 

OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 8 4 ;  A PHYS IC IAN L I ­

CENSED UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 4 ;  A POD IATR IST ; A PSYCHOLOGIST AND A PSYCHOLOGI­

CAL ASSOCIATE LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 8 6 ;  A HOSPITAL AS DEFINED IN 

AS 1 8 * 2 0 * 1 3 0 ,  INCLUDING A GOVERNMENT ALLY OWNED OR OPERATED HOSPITAL; A 

CORPORATE ENTITY COVERED UNDER AS 21 * 88 * 0 5 0 <B ) ( 1  1 ) ; AN EMPLOYEE OF A 

HEALTH CARE PROVIDER ACTING W ITH IN THE COURSE AND SCOPE OF EMPLOYMENT;

* SEC* '5* AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 3 0 ( A )  IS  AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW PARAGRAPH TO READ:

(.55) DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CON­

CERNING THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF MARITAL AND FAM ILY THERAPISTS 

UNDER AS 0 8 . 6 3 .

*  SEC* 6* AS 4 7 * 1 7 * 0 7 0 ( 9 )  I S  AMENDED TO READ:

( 9 ) "PRACTIT IONER OF THE HEALING ARTS" INCLUDES ACUPUNCTUR­

I S TS , CHIROPRACTORS, DENTAL HYG IEN ISTS , DENTISTS, HEALTH A IDES ,

NURSES, NURSE PRACTIT IONERS, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS, OCCUPATIONAL



1 THERAPY ASSISTANTS, OPTOMETRISTS, OSTEOPATHS, NATUROPATHS, PHYSICAL

2 THERAPISTS, PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS, PHYS IC IANS , PHYS IC IAN 'S

3 ASS ISTANTS, PSYCH IATR ISTS , PSYCHOLOGISTS, PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATES,

4 .M AR ITAL AND FAMILY THERAPISTS LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 6 3 , . . AUDIOLOGISTS

5 LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 1 1 ,  HEARING A ID DEALERS LICENSED UNDER AS 0 8 * 5 5 ,

6 RELIG IOUS HEALING PRACTITIONERS, AND SURGEONS;

7 *  SEC* 7* TRANSITIONAL L ICENS ING * (A ) NOTWITHSTANDING AS 0 8 * 6 3 * 1 0 0 ,

8 ENACTED BY SEC* 1 OF TH IS ACT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A LICENSE TO

9 PRACTICE MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO

10 ( 1 ) APPLIES FOR A LICENSE BEFORE JULY 1, 1991 ;

11 ( 2 )  SAT IS F IES THE REQUIREMENTS OF AS © 8 * 6 3 * 1 0 0 ( A ) ( 1 > ,  ( 2 ) ,  AND

12 ( 3 ) ( A ) ,  ENACTED BY SEC. 1 OF TH IS ACT;

13 ( 3 )  HOLDS A MASTER' S OR DOCTORATE DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED

14 EDUCATIONAL INST ITUT ION EITHER IN

15 (A ) MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY; OR

16 <B> AN APPROPRIATE COURSE OF STUDY APPROVED BY THE DEPART-

17 MENT; AND

18 ( 4 ) HAS PRACTICED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY IN THE STATE FOR AT

19 LEAST TWO YEARS PRECEDING APPL ICAT ION -

20 <B ) A LICENSE UNDER THIS SECTION IS  SUBJECT TO THE SAME RENEWAL

21 REQUIREMENTS AS A LICENSE ISSUED UNDER AS 0 8 * 6 3 * 1 0 0 ,  AS ENACTED BY SEC* 1

22 OF TH IS ACT*

23 <C> THE DEPARTMENT SHALL LIBERALLY CONSTRUE THE REQUIREMENTS OF (A )

24 OF TH IS SECTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF LICENSING AS A MARITAL AND FAMILY

25 THERAPY PROFESSIONAL EVERY PERSON WHO MERITS LICENSING BY VIRTUE OF THE

26 PERSON'S EDUCATION, TRA IN ING , AND EXPERIENCE IN THE F IE LD OF MARITAL AND

27 FAMILY THERAPY.

28 *  SEC* 8 . AS 0 8 . 6 3 * 2 2 0  AND 0 8 . 6 3 . 2 3 0 ,  AS ENACTED BY SEC* 1 OF TH IS ACT,

29 TAKE EFFECT JULY 1, 1991*



1 # SEC. 9* EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SEC, 8 OF TH IS ACT, THIS ACT TAKES

2 EFFECT JULY 1, 1990*



V A U J E Y r n

515 E. Dahlia 
P.O. Bo\ 1087

Palmer. AK 99M5 
907-745-4813

J a n u a r y  5, 1 9 9 0

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L e g i s l a t o r s ,

I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

o r  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  f o r  F a m i l y  a n d  
M a r r i a g e  T h e r a p i s t s .

A s  A s s o c i a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  a t  V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l ,  

I t h i n k  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  l i c e n s u r e  p r o v i d e s ,  t h a t  f a m i l y  a n d  m a r ­

r i a g e  t h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l  w h e n  

r e f e r r i n g  p a t i e n t s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  t o  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  m y  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  a  f a m i l y  o r  c o u p l e  

a r e  r e f e r r e d  f o r  t h e r a p y ,  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  i n  c r i s i s ,  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  

v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a t h e r a p i s t s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  i n f l u e n c e .  A n ,  i m p r o p e r ­

l y  t r a i n e d  t h e r a p i s t  r e p r e s e n t s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e s e  a t  r i s k  i n d i ­
v i d u a l s .

P a s s a g e  o f  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n s u r i n g  l i c e n s u r e  o f  f a m i l y  a n d  

m a r r i a g e  t h e r a p i s t s  i s  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d ,  a n d  h a s  m y  c o m p l e t e  
s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l v .

C h r i s t i n e  B l a c k g o a t ,  

A s s o c i a t e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

o f  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e

G E N . 4 8 7



GREATER WASILLA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

C O T T O N W O O D  C R E E K  M A L L  

P.O. B O X  871826 

W ASILLA, A L A S K A  99687 

(907) 376-1299

R E S O L U T I O N

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  c a s e s  o f  a b u s e  a n d  m i s t r e a t m e n t  b y  p e o p l e  

c l a i m i n g  to b e  q u a l i f i e d  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .

W H E R E A S  t h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o  l a w s  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

W H E R E A S  t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  kr.ow t h a t  p r a c t i ­

t i o n e r s  c l a i m i n g  to b e  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  

h a v e  m e t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  to 

p e r f o r m  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y .

W H E R E A S  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  W a s i l l a  C h a m b e r  o f  C m m e r c e

s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  

o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y ,  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a b o a r d  of m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  

t h e r a p y ,  a n d  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  l i c e n s e  to 

p r a c t i c e  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  a s  o u t l i n e d  

i n  H o u s e  B i l l  - 3 0 5 .

l a  Chamber of Commerce



G r e a t e r  W a s i l l a  A r e a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  
R e s o l u t i o n  o n  L i c e n s i n g  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s

A t  a  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  m e e t i n g  o n  M a y  2 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  
W a s i l l a  A r e a  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  u n a n i m o u s l y  a p p r o v e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

T h e  B o a r d  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  o f  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  m a y  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  
e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  s t a t e d  c r e d e n t i a l s  o f  p e o p l e  h o l d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  a s  m a r i t a l  
a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  
c o n s u m e r s  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c r e d e n t i a l e d / l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  A l s o  
f r o m  a  b u s i n e s s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  l i c e n s i n g  i s  o f t e n  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e r a p i s t s  
t o  r e c e i v e  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  W a s i l l a  A r e a  C h a m b e r  o f  
C o m m e r c e  r e s o l v e d  t o  s u p p o r t  HB  3 0 5  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0  
s e s s i o n ,  a n d  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  o f  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s .



100! Noble Slri't'l, Suile .ISO 
Fairbanks. Alaska 79701 

1907) 05n-7">75

COUNSELING CENTERS

2-10 E Tudor Road. Suite 240 
A .ichor.ige, Alaska 9970.1 

(907) 5bl-757ti 
Oplilasl Weight Loss 

19071 561 -7577 
Chemical Dependency 

t‘m7l 561-7576

C H A P T E R  
N O R T H  H O S P I T A I

951 E Bogard Road, Suite 102 
Wasilla Alaska 99hS7 

(907) 373-7575

F e b r u a r y  13, 1 9 8 9

M e r c y  D e n n i s  

2 5 5 0  D e n a l i  S t r e e t  

s u i t e  905

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  

D e a r  M e r c y :

I a m  w r i t i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  l i c e n s i n g  f o r  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  

T h e r a p y  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e s  a n d  

r e g u l a t e s  p s y c h i a t r y ,  p s y c h i a t r i c  n u r s i n g ,  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y  

a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e ,  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r k .  M a r r i a g e  a n d  

f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a s e p a r a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  

d i s c i p l i n e  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  C u r r e n t l y ,  18 s t a t e s  

l i c e n s e  a n d  r e g u l a t e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  w i t h  a n  

a d d i t i o n a l  22 s t a t e s  c o n s i d e r i n g  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  1 9 8 9 .

A s  a c e r t i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  I k n o w  t h a t  

l i c e n s u r e  a n d  o n g o i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  b o t h  

q u a l i t y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y .  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  s o m e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  

t h e r a p i s t s  c h o o s e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y .  H o w e v e r ,  s u c h  v o l u n t a r y  m e m b e r s h i p  

is n o  s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  r e g u l a t i o n  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  A s  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  C h a r t e r  N o r t h  H o s p i t a l ,  I a m  g r a v e l y  c o n c e r n e d  

a t  t h e  lac): o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e r a p y .

B e r t  o f  l u c k  i n  t h i s  e n d e a v o r .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  

foi f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

C-i n p c r o l

K a t h l e e n  M. C r o n e n ,  c P A ,  M S  
A d m i n i s t r a t o r

K M C : r l r  

2 0 8 8

2530 DeBarr Road • A nchorage, A laska 99308-2996 * (907) 258-7575 • (800) -178-7575 
lillj  A m em ber of the C h arte r M edical C o rpora tion  fam ily ot quality  health  care facilities.
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3745 Community Park Loop, Suite 201 • Anchorage, Alaska 99508 • (907) 276-4994

• Intermission 

• Family Connection 

• The Center for Children and Parents

A p r i l  5, 1 9 8 9

M e r c y  D e n n i s
2 5 5 0  D e n a l i ,  S u i t e  9 0 5

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3

D e a r  M e r c y :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  s u p p o r t  o f  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p u t  i n  

p l a c e  a  l i c e n s i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  

f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  R e c e n t  d a t a  s h o w  t h a t  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a r e  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  

o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w i t h  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s .  A s  y o u  

k n o w ,  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  f o r  a c o n s u m e r  

t o  j u d g e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  t h a t  m a y  b e  

p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  W i t h  a  l i c e n s i n g  

s y s t e m  i n  p l a c e ,  b a s e d  o n  a c c e p t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  e x t e n s i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  A l a s k a n  c o n s u m e r s  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  a s s u r e d  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  p u r c h a s i n g  q u a l i t y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s .

P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  I c a n  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  

e f f o r t .

S i n c e r e  l y r 7

P e t e r  S c a l e s ,  P h . D .  
E x e c u t i v e  D i i e c t o r

Strengthening Families Since 1972
4 Vmtrxl H,n 4nftlc\

Southcentral Alaska Chapter- 
National Committee tor 
Prevention of Child Abuse



C H A R T E R  
N O R T H  I lO S P IT A E

March 2 6 ,  1 9 8 9

M e r c y  D e n n i s  MA 
AAMFT ( A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n )
C h a r t e r  N o r t h  H o s p i t a l  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99508

D e a r  Ms .  D e n n i s ,

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s p o n s o r i n g  a  L i c e n s u r e  B i l l  f o r  
M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s .

I  h a v e  j u s t  r e l o c a t e d  t o  A l a s k a  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h  a  r e c e n t  d e g r e e  ( M a s t e r s  o f  
A r t s  i n  C o u n s e l i n g  w i t h  a n  E m p h a s i s  i n  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y )  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  l i c e n s u r e .  S i n c e  I  am', a w a r e  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  MFT L i c e n s u r e  p r o c e s s  
I  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n i n g  my j o b  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n h o u r s  t o  m e e t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  t h e r e  a s  
A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a  l i c e n s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  .They.-.-y 
d o  f o r  o t h e r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , i e  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s .

I t  h a s  i n  o n l y  r e c e n t  y e a r s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  e n t i r e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  f i e l d  t h a t  
w h e n  a  p e r s o n  i s  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  o r  h a s  a  m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t y  i t  i s  n o t  
t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  a  s i n g l e  m e m b e r  o f  a  f a m i l y ,  b u t  i s  s y s t e m i c ,  t r e a t a b l e  a n d  o f t e n  
p r e v e n t i v e  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  f a m i l y .  T h e  f i e l d  o f  M a r r i a g e  a n d  
F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  h a s  e n c o m p a s s e d  t h a t  t e n e t  o f  t h e  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  h a s  c r e a t e d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a i n  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  f a m i l y  s y s t e m s .  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t o  h a v e  s p e c i a l i z e d  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t i n g  
a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r a p y .  S o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a r e  t r a i n e d  w i t h  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s y t e m  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a s  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s ,  b u t  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  s o l u t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  p r o c e s s .

T h e r e  a r e  e v e n  s o me  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  s u c h  a s  C h a m p u s  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  
a  c r u c i a l  p a r t  o f  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  a r e  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  
t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  t e a m . . . a n d  e q u a l  p a r t .  Ma n y  s t a t e s  o t h e r  t h a n  C a l i f o r n i a  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  F a m i l y  T h e r a p y  i n  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  p r o c e s s  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  T o  b e  a n  e q u a l  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  t e a m  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i t  
i s  v i t a l  f o r  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  a n d  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  i n s u r a n c e  p a y m e n t s .  
W i t h o u t  s u c h  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n ,  f a m i l i e s  
i n  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s y s t e m  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p o t e n t i a l  ( a s  w o u l d  b e  t h e  c a s e  
i n  u t i l i z i n g  a  t e a m  a p p r o a c h )  f o r  s u s t a i n e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  w i t h i n  a  f a m i l y  s y s t e m .

I  s i n c e r e l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  p a s s  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  s t r e t c h i n g  i t  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i r d  
p a r t y  p a y m e n t s  f o r  M a r r i a g e  a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s .  I  a l s o  u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
s t a t e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  t h a t  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  
i n  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n .

F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t

ml  2530 DeBa r r  Road,  Anchor age ,  Al a s k a  99508-2948 (907) 258-7575 
lllij A Member of the Charter Medical Corporation family of quality health care facilities.



E p i s c o p a l  
D i o c e s e  o f  A l a s k a The Rt. Bev. George C. Harris, Bishop

Post Office Box 441 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-0441 Telephone (907) 452-3040

M a r c h  2, 1 9 8 9

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  C o w p e r  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 0 2

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

O f  t h e  m a n y  f i s c a l  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  

t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  i s  a n  i s s u e  o f  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n .

I n c o m p e t e n t  p e o p l e  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s  

a r e  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s ,  a n d  I f e e l  t h e  s t a t e  n e e d s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  

t h e i r  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g .  S t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

p r o v i d i n g  c o n s u m e r s  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c r e d e n t i a l e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

C u r r e n t l y ,  1 8  s t a t e s  h a v e  l i c e n s i n g  l a w s  t h a t  r e g u l a t e  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y .  T w e n t y - t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  

s - a t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n .

C l e r g y  i n  o u r  p a r i s h e s  a r e  o n  t h e  f r o n t - l i n e  f o r  r e f e r r i n g  

f a m i l i e s  f o r  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y .  T h e y  n e e d  t o  h a v e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  q u a l i t y  r e f e r r a l s .  T h e y  n e e d  t o  k n o w  t h a t  

p e r s o n s  w h o  a d v e r t i s e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  

t h e r a p i s t s  d o, i n  f a c t ,  h a v e  t h e  t r a i n i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  

c l i n i c a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h e y  c l a i m .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  t h e  o n l y  

p u b l i c  a g e n c y  t h a t  c a n  p r o v i d e  s u c h  t h r o u g h  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  

r e g u l a t i o n ,  a s  i t  d o e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  

p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h i a t r i c  n u r s e s ,  e t c .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n d  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t o  l a w  t h a t  w i l l  

l i c e n s e  a n d  r e g u l a t e  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p y  i n  

o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  t o  p r o m o t e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

e x c e l l e n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  f i e l d  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s  i n  

o u r  s t a t e .

Y o u r s  i n  C h r i s t

G e o r g e  C. H a r r i s

* D i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  b i s h o p  b u t  s i g n e d  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e .



BOYER, TIMM & PETERS A P.C
C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S  

P .O . Box 8 7 1 6 2 5  
W asilla, A laska 9 9 6 8 7

Cyd« T. Boyer. Jr.. CPA 
Stndra L. Bowers. CPA 
Janet C. Kennedy. CPA

Telephone
(907) 376-3576 

(907) 376-5889

A p r i l ,  2 4 ,  1 9 8 9

T O :  L e g i s l a t o r s ,  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
c / o  B o b  N e l s o n ,  A K A M F T  
4 5 0 2  C a s s i n  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A '. ' 9 9 5 0 7

F R O M :  C l y d e  T .  B o y e r ,  J r .

A s  a  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t ,  a n d  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  T h e  B o a r d  
o f  D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
e x p r e s s  s u p p o r t  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  f o r  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  
I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  n e e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  s o  
t h a t ,  t h e r e  i s  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d s  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  p r o v i d e  
n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s  m  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  b u t  t h e  p u b l i c  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  
w h i c h  t h e r a p i s t s  h a v e  r e l a v a n t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  w i t h o u t  a  
l i c e n s i n g  s t a n d a r d .

I  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  b i l l  f o r  m a r i t a l  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  
b e  v o t e d  i n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

S i n c e r e l v .

C e r t i f i e d  P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n t

C T B / c g

A n c h o r a g e P a l m e r Wasi l l a Eagl e  Ri ve r



D a v i d  R .  S a m s o n  M . D .
B o a r d  C e r t i f i e d  Ps ych iatr ist

October 20, 1989

D r .  R o b e r t  N e l s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  M a r r i a g e  

a n d  F a m i l y  T h e r a p i s t s  
4 5 0 2  C a s s i n  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7

D e a r  D r .  N e l s o n :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  l i c e n s i n g  o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a t  
t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  f o r  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .

As  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  I  b e l i e v e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  p r o v i d e  
s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  n e e d e d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s s u r e s  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  
p e o p l e  w h o  c l a i m  t o  b e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s  d o  i n  f a c t  
h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  
t o  p r o v i d e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m l y  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s .  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  
m u l t i p l e  t h e r a p i s t s  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  c o m m u n i t y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c e n t e r  
s e t t i n g s .  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  t r a i n e d  m a r r i a g e  a n d  
f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .

I  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  
y e a r  t o  l i c e n s e  o r  c e r t i f y  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p i s t s .  P l e a s e  
f e e l  f r e e  t o  u s e  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  y o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
e n d e a v o r s .

, M . D . ,  F . A . P . A .

D R S / a g

Alaska Counseling Services 
2600 Denali Street, Suite 606

(907) 276-2978 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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K E N N E T H  P FA LLO N .  JR . M .S .W . A C . S  W. C H R IS T O P H E R  L D A T T A N .  M.D 

P S Y C H IA T R IS T  

P A T R IC IA  S A N D B E R G .  M.A. 

T H E R A P IS T  

C H R IS T IN E  C H IL D E R S .  Ph .D. 

C L IN IC A L  P S Y C H O L O G IS T

C L IN IC A L  S O C IA L  W O R K E R

C H E R Y L  F. M ITC H ELL .  M S  W 

CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER

M A R Y  DALL. M.S.W.

C L IN IC A L  S O C IA L  W O R K E R

December 4, 1989

Dr. Robert Nelson. President-Elect 
Alaska Association -for Marriage 

and Family Therapists 

4502 Cassin Drive 
Anchoraoe. AK 99507

Dear Dr. Mel son :

I am writing this letter in support c f the cert ,i-f i cat i on and/or 
1 icensinq at the Alaska state level for marriaoe and -family 
therapists.

As an Alaska state 1icensed clinical social worker, J feel 
stronqlv that 1 icensinq of family and marriaae therapists .is 
necessary to insure that the public receives the best possible 
level of services. Licensure would po a long way toward assuring 
the public that each licensed marriage and family therapist has 
adequately completed the nationally standardized graduate-level 
educational requirements as well as several years of supervised 
training necessary to be competent to deliver these services.

T have worked c h w l  v with a number of marriage and family 
therapists, and have attended seminars and continuing education 
classes with them. I respect their level of expertise and 
believe that their services are needed in Alaska.

I strongly recommend passage of state legislation in the coming 
year to license marriaqe and familv therapists. If I can be of 
further assistance in this regard, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Cheryl F. Mitchell
Licensed Clinical Social Worker




