


February 15, 1990

Legislators, HESS Committee
Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Bex V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Committee Members:

| have reviewed SB 481 and HB 305 referring to the certification
of marriage and family therapists. | believe it is in the best
interest of the citizens of the state to provide this process for

professionals in this field.

| strongly urge passage of this bill during the current session.
Prompt attention to this bill will substantially improve the
state's commitment to the welfare of its families.

Thank you for your consideration and efforts toward the passage
of this bill.

Sinc“" 1w

Clint Hamlin,
VOA ARCH, Supervisor



February 15, 1990

Paul A. Fischer

Chairman, HESS Committee, Senate
Alaska State Legislature

P.O. Box V

Ouneau, Alaska 99811

Mr. Fischer:

| have reviewed SB 481 and HB 305 referring to the certification
of marriage and family therapists. | believe it is in the best

interest of the citizens of the state to provide this process for
professionals in this field.

| strongly urge passage of this Dbill during the current session.

Prompt attention to this bill will substantially improve the
state's commitment to the welfare of its families.

Sincerely,

Clint Hamlin
VOA ARCH, Supervisor



February 15, 1990

Paul A. Fischer

Chairman, HESS Committee, Senate
Alaska State Legislaturee

P.O. Box V

Ouneau, Alaska 99811
B 2019

Mr. Fischer:

| have reviewed SB 481 and HB 305 referring to the certification
of marriage and family therapists. | believe it is in the best
interest of the citizens of the state to provide this process for
professionals in the field.

| strongly urge passage of this Dbill during the current session.
Prompt attention to this bill will substantially improve the

state's commitment to the welfare of its families.

Thank you for your consideration and efforts toward the passage
of this bill.

Sincerely,

Rachel Hines
Secondary Schoolteacher, Alaska School District



February 15, 1990

Paul A. Fischer

Chairman, HESS Committee, Senate
Alaska State Legislature

P.O. Box V

Ouneau, Alaska 99811

Mr. Fischer:

| have reviewed SB 481 and HB 305 referring to the certificatioi.
of marriage and family therapists. | believe it is in the best
interest of the citizens of the state to provide this process for

professionals in the field.

| strongly urge passage of this bill during the current session.
Prompt attention to this bill will substantially improve the
state's commitment to the welfare of its families.

Thank you for your consideration and efforts toward the passage
of this bill,



Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy
ADIVISION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

President
JOHN A. PAGAN. M. S. FEB

President Elect
RANDALL JONES. M. A.

19 rebruary 1990
MERCY DENNIS, M. A.

Secretary

PAMELA E. KIRK, M. S. Dear Senator cr Representative:

Treasurer - .

KATHLEEN A. HOLMES. M. S. P!ease ex?use thls_general letter. ! wish 1 had the
time to sit down with you and talk with you personally

Board Members ) about the need fpr regulating the profession of marriage

LEON T.WEBBER, D. Min. and family therapy in the State of Alaska.

ROBERT NELSON, Rel. D.
SARA GRIFFITH, M. Ed.

FREDERICK HILLMAN, M. D. Enclosed you will find copies of House Bill 305 and

Senate Bill 481, which would set up somewhat differing
ways of regulating the profession. Also, you will find
enclosed a copy of the Alaska Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy Newsletter and letters from organiza—
tions and individuals around the State urging the passage
of legislation in this field.

Marriage and family therapists are one of the major groups
of cinical professionals not regulated and licensed by the
State of Alaska. Psychiatrists, clinical psychologists,
clinical social workers, and psychiatric nurses are all
regulated at present. Twenty two other states presently
regulate and license marriage and family therapists, and
eighteen additional states are presently considering such
legislation.

The Alaskan public deserves to know that its State govern—
ment establishes standards and regulates the profession
of marriage and family therapists.

I urge you to read this material. I will send some addi —

tional information to you in a few weeks. Please consider
this legislation carefully and feel free to contact me if

you have any questions.

I ask your support of HB3G5 and SB481.

, AKAMFT

2550 Denali Street . Suite 905 *> Anchorage, Alaska 99503 . Telephone (907) 276-2833



|dent|f|ed and state-sanctioned avenues of redress of which there are none, should V|olat|on oceur

an establish minimal Ievela ofe ucaﬂon andf Perwshon re tIl ;ments [n addition, It fbeheved
that the Infusion ofﬁuahfle tt)ro essionals will affect the sup gdemand ratio Yposabg Hwenng
or at least slowing the rise in the cost of services. The need'and time Is now to license marriage

and family therapists.
AN OPEN LETTER TO ALASKA LEGISLATORS

Dear Legislator
On behalf of the members of the Alaska Division ofthe American Association for Marriage and

eSS, ACADreige 174 et Gcole, Some GRIGHE ae 1 blow »

1 Marria ea m|I Thera MFT) is a well-established profession with a
dlstEnctgbo Iedge g?td(esta lishe codeofet Pcs P

2. The scope of knowledge of marriage and family therapy and its related practice
are unlqﬂe ?n the reIat%nshlp to otﬁer alﬂed proytessmdO ) P

3 Manywho Iprowde family therapy services have not obtained the requisite,
train nd been.Introd uged to the rigorous code ofethics necessary to maintain
appropriate practice standaras.

Marrjage and family they ISti %owde necessa%mental heath services to individuals, chddre
couples, and familiés. Clinjcal members of the American Assciation for Marriag ean

Therapy (AAMFT) are well-trained professwnals Who subscnbe toanqorous codeo eth |cs or
the practice ﬂfthelrprofesswn Since 194d2te AMFT has been hnvo Ved wn;h the B[o lems,
needs, and ¢ angtnd patternsofmantal mtyre ationships. T FTisam
dlscwllnar y assaciation which ha mem ers rom all mental health professmns (psychiatry,
psychology, social work, nursing).

The AAMFT requires (Ehat all its members, regardlessofglscl Ilnle of origin, acquire specific and
[ orou%trammg |ch n;aaca emic work an suloerwse al ex en%nce Inmarri ge and

a[;% % l%ersht ments have become.t estagdardsa% tance

'[hrOtII hout eUnlted States by which the indepen en ractlceofmrn % famh eraﬂ/

equlated. urrentg 203tates reo ulate the practice o arrta eand 1a erapg oug

|cen3|ngorcert|f|ctd etra ntngaofm%[na%ean ami (seralolsts oversenbg/

commission ofaccre |tat|on ormarn ean | I%/t erap atlon. This commissSion has been
Department of ucatlo ast e sole accrediting body for

reogamzed since 1 y ﬁ
ma riage and famil teapyeducatlon |nthe Un|ted te n 1986, the Clearingfouse on

% %urg Enforce en and Re ulation ? Taft lat oft e council ofsta overnments
publis the be aV|oraI sclence professions.

Accordin atstu éty stud rﬁv|lr$t o(rjtettnegrntgrel[att%r% nining the existence ofa profession is that
tere 15a fJne % know edge an setof&llsvg ?tthus ecomespn %ams for

|n|ng d pro ESSIOH 5 scope of racttce In the reV|ew con UC'[G g ESCOie of
CNnoI0

rac (o and sample of current regulator aw?o soclal Wﬁr sey gsy and marnae
terag)gonere exaéqnne LEAR concluded that w t;hrewas ome qverLp, al] mental

S provide services such as psyc otherapy, each of the professions |dent|f|ed
unlque sk|I s or practiced principles.

It is notewoythy that this non-biased source comprised ofstaere ul tors believes that there is a
segarate rofefs lon ofmarna e and family ther § Acon3| erab od 'of research su?gests that
marriage and amtlytherapyt an efﬁuent and effective treatment aIterna Ve to traditiona



AAMFT and the National Conference of State Legislators

The American Assoclatnfn for Marriage and Famlly Theran&/ SAAMFT Was among the(man
exhibitors at the Natlona Conference 0f State Legislators” Annual Me tmg In Tuls Iaho a
from August t— Th|sgearwas the first ti ethatAAl\/IFT exh|b|te atthe NC L. This
effort re resente f eAss ciation’s commitment oexi)%n gensa vocaelye Torts forthe
B(r)?lfcelsess| n ormarriage and family therapy, mental health issues, and family centered social

Asninmcant change from Iast earSNCSL meeting was an mcreased awarenessofmarnage and

amily ther attendees. This awareness of demonstrated by specified inquiries regardin
thepyofesmgn/ ana e>?pressmnsofsupport for the work done by mary |a|8e an fam%ytheraplsts !

r%]]r?wmg number gfstate s that have enacted or considered regulatorx Ielglslatmn fcr marrjage and
fa ythera{nsts an Ie9|s ative educationa camea|gnsc X T and its members
have Supported this Increased awareness MFT members have also sonﬁ]tt? share
professional expertise with state legislators on a broad range ot mental health policies.

"AAMFT and its members have work choseI¥W|th state legislators to help them to g?ma etter
understandin %ofthe ractice and profession ot marriage and family therapy. These Efforts had
ramatic resufts" s? Michael Bowers, AAMFT D|rec or of Division Affalrs This year, state
gnlatorswere Iling us now th?twe ngw more about you, we look forward to utili zmg l}/our
members eépertlse |n vane% pol IC}/ evel ophn n% réas. 1N |s| new Jre%tmn rovides
AAMFT and state legislators With opportunities that offer potential benefits for everyone.’

Shates with Licensure or Certification for Marriage and Family
Therapists:

Arizona Californja
Colorado Connecticut
Florida (Georgia
Mame Massachusetts
Michi Minnesota
Neva New Jersey

a
North Carolina Ore?on _
Rhode Island South Carolina
Tennessee Uta
Washington State Wyoming

News from the National Office: Two states pass MFT regulatory laws

Two more shtes Ore ﬂen and Maine, have passed Ie9|slat|on to requlate theR?fessmn of marriage
e S SUCeSSes rajse t enFmbe ofsta%es wnﬁ requlation for marriage and

?aml‘ynne/rapyr?%o (see chart above for complete Tisting of states

The Maine Legjslature Joint Standlnﬁ %mml ftee on Business Leglslatlon initiall conf|deredat|tle

ro}echon |iiW for marriage and fam thera |sts rofessional counselors an f Inica

roressional counselors. unngte ommittees eann on the proposed legislatjons,

representatwesofthe three prof sslona rglﬂn B?we important test|mon outI|n|ng the need to
rofessional a nﬁ

rotect consumers from un ified practitioners. In oné ipstange, the
Pgnslatorswere told ofa state licensed mental eaIth rofessional ?10 had hadn|sl|cense revoked

but continued to practice as amarnage counselor." Based upon such testimony and other



cigarettes and alcoholic beverages. Family therapy and family therapists would receive
reimbursement for their services.

AKAMFT Announces 1990 Board Election Results:

Kathleen Holmes, AKAMFTS Nomlnahon Commlttee Chawperson has ann &mced the electjon

esylts for AKAMET board positiop.. The thre osition recently vacated b Webber will
Hllled by Loweﬁ Rod% pLowen IS currentF Eg aplalnsof%%eat Fort Ric argson ang has

been involved with AAMFT Tor many years.
AKAMFT Board Members and Officers:

Randall G. Jones, M,A., President
4001 Dale Street,'Suite 101
Anchorage, AK 99508

RoberéNeIson Rel.D., President-Elect
assin Drive
Anchorage, AK 99507

John Paa M.S., Past President
255(% |Street uslte 985
Anchorage,A

Vivian lea¥2M Ed Treasurer
Wasnla AK 3%87

Sara Griffith, M. Ed , Secretary
9292 Hiland Roa
Eagle, AK 9977

P. 0. Box 60635
Fairbanks, AK~ 9706

Lowell Roddy, M.Ed.
131-B Iliamna Avenue
Anchorage AK 99505

Rhoda ndervoort, M.A.
2131 Tudor Hills Court
Anchorage, AK 99507



Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

A DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

oA PAGAN. I, S FEB 2G 190

President Elect

RANDAII JONES, M. A.

Pest President 19 February 1990

MERCY DENNIS, M. A.

Secretary

PAMELA E. KIRK, M. S. Dear Senator or Representative:

Treasurer - -

KATHLEEN A. HOLMES, W. S, P!ease ex?use thls_general letter. ! wish | had the
time to sit down with you and talk with you personally

Board Members ) about the need fpr regulating the profession of marriage

LEONT. WEBBER, D. Min. and family therapy in the State of Alaska.

ROBERT NELSON, Rel. D.

iéggkgﬂ;fgnlmkﬁdM D Enclosed you will find copies of House Bill 305 and

T Senate Bill 481, which would set up somewhat differing

ways of regulating the profession. Also, you will find

enclosed a copy of the Alaska Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy Newsletter and letters from organiza—
tions and individuals around the State urging the passage
of legislation in this field.

Marriage and family therapists are one of the major groups
of cinical professionals not regulated and licensed by the
State of Alaska. Psychiatrists, clinical psychologists,
clinical social workers, and psychiatric nurses are all
regulated at present. Twenty two other states presently
regulate and license marriage and family therapists, and
eighteen additional states are presently considering such
legislation.

The Alaskan public deserves to know that its State govern—
ment establishes standards and regulates the profession
of marriage and family therapists.

I urge you to read this material. I will send some addi—
tional information to you in a few weeks. Please consider

this legislation carefully and feel free to contact ire if
you have any questions.

I ask your support of HB305 and SB481.

, AKAMFT

2550 Denali Street . Suite 905 . Anchorage. Alaska 99503 . Telephone (907) 276-2833



identified and state-sanctioned avenues of redress of which there are none, should violation occur
and estaplish minimal IeveIsofeducatron and suPervrsron requirements. Inaddrtron rt rs beIreved

that the Infusion of qualified professionals will affect the supply/demand ratio by possibly Towerin
or gt Ieastsﬁjowrng tﬁe rise rn?he cost of services. Teneed%nd time 1S now to I¥cgnse mgrrrage J

and family therapists.
AN OPEN LETTER TO ALASKA LEGISLATORS

Dear Legislator

On behalfofthe members of the Alaska Division oftheAmerrcan Assocratron forMarrra%e and
Family Therapy (AKAMFT), | am writing to introd u%eour%ganrza lon and the professio
represents. Asa prelude to'a fuller discotirse, some highlights are listed below.

1 Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) s a well-established profession with a
g d]yoﬂmo?r/vledge%hd(estat?hshed code o? hh P

distinct'ho thics.
2. The scope of knowledge of marriage and family therapy and its related practice
are unrde ?n the reIatr%nshrp to otﬁer alﬂed pr fessron) J :

trarn eenrntro tot rigorous code of ethics necessary to maintain
approp |ate practice standards.

Marriage and famil theraﬁrsti r%rovrde necessa X mental heath servrce? to individuals, chrldrel
cuples and familiés. Clinjcal members ofthe American Association for Marriag ean amr

Thera T) are wel|-trained rofessro als who subscribe to a rigorous code of ethics for
the ggtrgeofth Prprofessron S?nc% 1942, tpre AAMFTths een mvoqved wrtﬁt eBrobllems
needs, and changrnttr patterns of marital %nd famrly relationships. The AAMFT 1sa multi

disciplinary assciation which has members fromall mental health professions (psychiatry,
psychology, social work, nursing) P (psychiatry

The AAMFT requrres that all |ts members, regardlessofdrscr line of origin, acquire specific and
rr orou trainin rncu m aca emic Work a suPervrse clinical ex en%nce In‘marri ge and

apy TS membership r ments have become.t estandardsa tance
t rodghout t?re Unrted Statesb W rctht he In e?eng her

ent practice ofm?rrra ﬁn fam| P/ aﬁ/
[egu ted urrentg 203tahes redujatet ractice of arnaean ami erapg 0 A? h
|censrngorcertrfrc fion. T ?tranrn 0 arnaean ami éheraPrsts QVEISeEn g/

commission of accre rtatron ormarrr e and famyly therapy educatlon. This ommrs ron has been
reolganrzed since 1 Iy S. Department of Educatio as thesole accre rtrnﬁ

ma rragean famil the a%yeducatron rntheU Ited St Sﬁ?  the Clearin ouseon
%elnsr Enforce ent and Requla on$ 1a lat oft council ofsta overnments
published a stud rc reviewed the r edentra % the be avroral sclence professions.

Accor Ing to that stud an im ortanﬁcrrterrafor rmrnrng th%exrstenceofaprofgssron Is that
tere isa eII frne bod know ed ean set 0] skrlswhr thus becomesth asis for
defini eg prof essl ssco eo (Pra trce nt erevre conducted X the scope of
Practlrc and sample of current requlator awso soclal work, [r?]seyc ogy and me\rrra? and
amr tera&/were examined. CLEAR concluded that while there wassome overﬁ | mental
health professions provide services such as psychotherapy, each of the professions identified

unique skrIIs or practiced principles.

It is notewoythy that ghrs non- brasdsource comprised ofstaer uI tors bfelreves hat there is a
se arate proression 0 marrra ean fami theraﬁrs Aconsr era of researc squests that
marriage and famrlytherapyr an effrcrent and effective treatment aIterna Ive to traditiona

3Man who ovrde fami g era servrces have not obtained the requisite.



Alaska Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

A DIVISION OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY

NEWSLETTER

SPECIAL BULLETIN FOR STATE LEGISLATORS

This special buIIetln of the AIaska Marltal and Famil Therap|sts IS belng distributed to all state

I |sIat0rs and their staff. This s AKAMFTSway 0 thankln e Islator’s ortaklng time to Jearn
more about the IE)ra%tlce and profession of marriage n famil ter py ac ualntln%t em W|thte

many ways with which our profession |mpactsf I|fe at otht e’ national and State | eves and

encourag ng an atmosphere of mutual cooperation a d assistance between AKAMFT and Alaska

legislators,

AKAMFT and its members welcome future opportunities to provide assistance and information to
legislators and staffin ttnelr efforts to mcrease) Hte quality ofﬂfe in AFaska

Randall G. Jones, M.A.
President—AKAMFT

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:

Since the early 19803 the Alaska Association for Marnar%]e and Famllv Therapy has been engaged
In the processo developmg Ielglslatmn which Would license the mental health profession of
marna?ean amlsy e] v ounded on the belief that licensure is.one of the most effective
recoq zed vehlce at t ate IeveI to protect the public, AKAMET is committed to the

deve erento |cens re for all health e&tucatmn rofessionals. Curr%ntlt( ther% are six free-
?tandl legitimate, fu —accrcdned educan nallvsound mental health pro es5|onswh|ch
orm m Aorcom onento mentat ealth mdustrg ps% hology, marnage and tamil %
therapy, mental health counseling, and clinical soci fwork akingp the non-medical airh, while
psychiatry and psychiatric nursing form the medical branch,

The need for licensure arises out of several factors. All mental health professions, by whatever
name the% call themselves dlsé)ense strong medicing” which takes manrv system- gsvchothera eutic
orms The varjous th erapeut| Interventions have the Powertoprofoud Pat he famil
re atlonshJPorm ividualfor better or for the ogseﬁ] h? deepest levels. 1t is the man ahd
responsibifity of the sfate to rot ctth menta its Citizens. One way the state has chosen
to rotect |ts C|t|zens ISt rog eve e |censure Fourmental health rof SSIOﬂé to th|s date
are licensed by the state. They are: psychiafry, psg/c latric nursm% psyC oogav Can soclal work.
Unfortunatel mstanceswhe onu ers h vetf |sadvan(j d or mistreate liv Fhose
ca|m|n to be’ mental health ro esslonals are well-documente t|s0urstrong be etat
ons uIat|n all me taI health H\ofefsmnﬁ b?/ ﬁans of licensu g detate ?ou
ct|v eman eX|st|n apsw challowt ew oare untrained and unqualified to
enﬂfv mseves y the sa t|me as those who are hig tt)/tralned eompetent and ethical in
their placiice. Licenstre would serve to better infomi the public regarding qualifications, provide



AAMFT and the National Conference of State Legislators

The Amerrcan Assoeratrrfn for Marriage and Famrly Thera% SAAMFT was among thiman
ex ibitors atth atrona onference 0f State LeT?sators nnual Me mg In Tuls Iaho a
?m August 6t 11t Thrsgearwasthe first i ethatAAMFT exhrbrte atirhe NCSL This
effort represented the Association’s commitment {o exi)%n ng its ad vocaely fforts for the
Bo?rgrsessl nofmarriage and family therapy, mental health issues, and famify centered social

Asrﬂnrfrcant chan e from last g/earsNCSL meetrn? arvas an rncre%ed awaren(essofmarrra a
era(m/ n&n attendees. This awareness 0 n(]onst[)ated ecrfrg (ﬂrrrres re(q’ar Ing
thep essior an Qpressronsofsupport for the work done by ma raBe and famlly therapists.
rwrn number of states that have enac edorconsrdered re uIator legislation for marrjage and
far% thegra |sts ang Ie rs atrveeducatron\ X I9 T and rtsmembegrs

campal
have uﬁ[e this |ne sed awarenfss AAMET %ers ave Xlso sowrg]tt? share
professional expertise WI'[ state legislators on a broad range of mental health policies.

"AAMFT and its members have work delosel¥wrth state Ie lators to help them to g%nna etter
understan rngi ofthe OPractrce and profession 0T marria ean amily t erap Thesg &tforts nad
ramatic results" s Michael Bowers, AAMFT Drrec orofDrvrsron ffairs. "T IS, ear state
g Islators were teI rn US now t %twe now r]rorea bout you, eoo rwar to utr rzrngbyour
mbers’ expert rse rnavarre% go Icy development argas. ThIS new rrectron rovIdes
AAMFT and state legislators with oppoftunities that offer potential benefits for everyone.”

1Sf]aetreasprlrgrgh Licensure or Certification for Marriage and Family

Arizona Californja
Colorado connecticut
Florida Georgia
Marne Massachusetts
Michi Minnesota
Neva New Jersey

a
North Carolina e
Rhode Island Sou?h Carolina
Tennessee fah
Washington State Wyomrng

News from the National Office: Two states pass MFT regulatory laws

Two more s%tes Oregon and Maine, have passed Iegrs%atron torﬁ;ulate theR?fessron of marriage
and famil terag% ese sucesses raise te number of states witff regulation for marriage and
family thérapy to 20 (see chart above for complete listing of states).

The Maine Legrslature Joint Standrnﬁ Committee on Business Legislation initially considered a title
roteetron iaw ormarrragbean family therapists, professional counselors, and clipical
rotessional counselor urrngte ommittees hearing_on the Rroposed legislations,
epresentatrvesoft e three é)rof ssronal groups provided importa ttestrmon outrnrng the need to

rotect consumers, from unprofessional and u ualified practitioners. ce, the
P Islators were told o[past 1ircense menta ,th d[r)‘essronalw ohagqr oP ﬁ r]rcense revoked

but continued to practice as "a marriage counselor ased upon such testimony and other



aﬁ)grogches for awide vanetg of emot O{onal and be woral di sorders For this and other reasons,
federal 9overnment hasrco%mze marna %: |ss forsome time. For manP/n

earls marrla eann’ famllryter fs have he JbIe ntal h vlder un er the Civi
dlca t Un| e Ser | esR1 am usjons% |t|ona arna gan

han
am|[ ﬂaera |stsarcl|st as oneot re mental health proress ytheNh na |tuteof
% and under federal law (Public Service A % e) t e core menta
ea rofessmns frainin ro?ramm marriage an fam|Iyt eraglyar etolnecelve clinica
trainin grants on the sam assasprogram? medicine, gsyc 0 f lal work, and nursing.
Thus, there Is a consistent consensus among Tederal agencies and natlona committees that MFT

carries distinct status as a profession.

Unfortunatel however not all who provide fam| g/ therarﬁ)év servn:es have attamed the necessary
tr |n|ng ort ractlce the profession, nor hav L cessarily agreed to eboundlf a code
i sestab hed b E]elr peers. Given the fact that the ?tateo Alaska does not requlate our
pro essmn there exists the potential for untraine |n V|duasto resent themselves as marna%e
an am|I y therapists. T 1S |sasource ofconcern fort eguahfld rofessionals and member
up |c INCe We now% (5 ? erag y ofany kind can ama%e the public, without the
a |t}lto IStin Hmsh ualjfied pr esslona rema| s more vulnerable To mist eatme The ack
8 % ation of the profession o

In Alaska m Bresent reater 10ss tq the R}Ub ¢ than it
oe? 0 our proressiona membershi p, smce many 010 rmem scan i entl Ot er
ProTessIons.

Agr?wm numbe mearnagehand family thera |shs have received the most contempo ?ytra]mlng
deveo eq'jn the field. Often’this training is thr gra duate pro?rams in marna%e an am
th era(gl Th efe mental health rofessmn sare lore pared to offer e fechve treatme top t| ns.{o

N aml |es Ketthese r essmnalf are neltner recolgmz nor reguae rame ami
teraplsts alth OFa sanctioned nahon as Ie%hmate oviders in méntal health services, have no

Wi

such status In Aldska.. The result is that in many contexs, Aaskan do not haveareal optlon 0
select g qualified famd therélgmt fortre(atment ecause ot[e| ursementhsey ms do not
recognize uprequlated provi ré This denies freedom of ¢ 0|ce or mental servn:es 0
Alaskans who may already be disadvantaged.

We do not beljeve this state ofaffans Wi h the %ubhc b?m[%e
uné)ro fessional P]ractltloners and potentiall %aP Inited Itimate_treatment 0 t|onfs has been
Govern?rs oréhe Ieﬁ|slators |ntent ther, It ma 0 limited awaren iso the part of
state officials regarding thie professional ofmarnagea am| therapy. Ina state known to be in
the vanﬁuard when It comes to protecting the genera welfareofns Cl .7henp/ these see[n
unforty ate As menhoned some twenty states have now reco nized the rieed to requlate an
reco n|zet egro fession ofmarna%e and family therapy, Alaska should not eamo the last to
? \We str gyurpet at you %n3|der exploring With us ways fo address this |sse Mem ers
AKMFT are a alabeto meetW| ou tc 0 cuss ppropriate options. AKMFT members also
stan read t%act as COM nts with regard 0. wide variet ofﬁsues Lelevant to.families n
a OB Ind tne enclosea’special issue of our newsletter helpful in increasing your
nowledge ofo r organization.

Sincerely,

éosed to unqualified and

Randall G. Jones, M.A.
President-AKAMET



ci?arettes and alcoholic beverages. Family therapy and family therapists would receive
reimbursement for thelr services.

AKAMFT Announces 1990 Board Election Results:

Kathleen Holmes, AKAMFTs Nomination Committee Chairperson has anno&mced the electjon

results for AKAMFT board positio.. The three-Year position recently vacated by Leon Webber will
be filled ny Lowe|l Rodl\dﬂ% Lowell is currently at the chaplain’s office at Fort Richardson and has

been invofved with AAMET for many years.

AKAMFT Board Members and Officers:

Randall G. Jones, M.A., President
4001 Dale Street, Suite 101
Anchorage, AK 99508

Robert Nelson, Rel.D., President-Elect

450% Cassin Drive
chorage, AK 99507

= T
S S

n Pagan, M.S., Past President
S%De aql Street Suslte 015)
chorage, AK 99503

i\ganBl(:)i)?Igsz.Ed., Treasurer
Jasilla, AK 38587

ra Griffith, M.Ed., Secretary
92 Hiland Road
gle, AK 99577
im Sander, M.Ed.

. 0. Box 60635
airhanks, AK 9706
%well R0ddy, M.Ed.
1-B [liamna Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99505

Rhoda Vandervoort, M.A.
2131 Tudor Hills Court
Anchorage, AK™ 99507
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consrderatrons the committee recommended that the hill be redrafted as a licensure law. The bill
became law with the overwhelming support of the state legislature and the Governor,

The Oreﬁon ?tate Iegrslature gas?edamultrgled crghnar requlatory law. The law Prohrbrtsthe
use of title of marrjage and f g/t erapy.of gvra ssional cqunselor yruncertrfredp %trtroners
and replaced a registration process for social workers with licensure. “The law also Includes

provrsrons for pnvrhged communrcatron except In certain cases (such as suspected child abuse or

neglect).

The original hill was the rProduet of extensive negotiations betwe1en various mental health
professional organrzatro SIn Oreg?on Desp |tet e withdrawal of one roup from the Dill and some
chanPe to the draft version, the b Ibecame awwrth widerangi nd support. ot er renqu atorg
evefopments, Oklahoma ¢ 9overnor arrey elimon, vetoed abill de |§qned to license marriage and
amily the aﬁrsts In the state. At this time, the legis] tu[]e IS not in session. However, it1s
anticipated that the legislature may attempt to ovefride the govemor's veto.

Senate Marriage and Family Therapy Bill Introduced

Senator Daniel Monahan SD -N ecentR/ Ir traduced the Community Mental Health endeesAct
S. 1591, toprovrde Medicare reimpursement fortheservrces of marria %eand family therapists,
Irnrcal oclal workers, aqg fZC hiatric nurs swor |nf%|n com unrtY ental healt centers
CMHC). Medicare wou reimburse CM gar lal_hospitalization services. Under
urrent faw, onIy ospitals may receive reim ursementf r partial hospitalization services.

Enactment ofthis legislation would enhance access to marrrage and family therapK and other mentaI
e}ath&erv es formrlJronsofeIderI Amerrcansvyho migh enefrtfrom ental ealth care, but
often do not recerveseerceﬁ IS especial grm ortant in states with lar erural area%w ere
access to outPatrent mental ealth services Is oft nse ere limit ed and wher the 0sest hospital
royid md nE tial osprta |zat|on servrcesma be hundreds of miles awal)é It will also have a
ositive fmpact on the abil) MHC's In poor underserved urban communities to provide

ervices to the Medicare elrgy ble population.

|\j)onsors of the Communrt Mental HeaIth Services Act include Senators Robert D%Ie and ? park
atsunaﬁ -Hawal g -ranking members of Senate Finance Commjttee which wil
consr er enill and enatorD niel Inoue D- Hawan aleaderont e mental health policy, The
Senate F |n%nce ommrttef IS expected to co srd 1 1n late eptemb rang early Qctober as
Farto the ud%]et recancilation acka e for rsca year 393 Other mena health Er VISIONS

ne udrnnged care rermbursement fo all services provided by psychologists and social workers
will also™be considered as part of the package.

Other Legislative News:

AAMFT endorsed Basrc Health Benefrts Act, 8768 recerveda roval from the Sena dte Lahor and
an Resources ast\ \¥ The hill, aut horrze Senator enne wou require

em %er to provide hcar |nsur nce foralI therre lo eesw owo tIeast1h5hours
eek. (Re urrements orsmalem )(erswou e ase Marrraean family therapists

%ereco nized af "equivalent mental nedlth rofessronals forrermbursement Aourﬁoses under the
s mental health provision. There has be nnoactron on the House version b

The pro rision of family therag%/ and the work ofmarna e and family therapists are recognized as
crucral components In a substance abuse treatment y rug treatmet, and Crimes Reductions Act,
R 2456, authorized beron%ressmen Pete Stark (f Ch irof the House Ways and Means
Hea [th Subcommittee. “This iAnovative legislation udestab ISh a separate addiction treatment
services trust fund under Medicare to be financed through a mrnrmal Increase In excise taxes of
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Introduced: A/20/89 ) 6-1001E
Referred: Health, Education A
Social Services and Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY GRUENBERG AND MENARD

HOUSE BILL NO. 305
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act regulating the practice of marital and family

therapy; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapterto read:
CHAPTER 63. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.
ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY.
Sec. 08.63.010. BOARD ESTABLISHED. (a)  There is established
the Board of Marital and Family Therapy.
(b) The board consists of three persons licensed wunder this
chapter and two members of the public.
Sec. 08.63.020. BOARD APPOINTMENTS. The governor shall appoint
the members of the board subject to confirmation by the legislature.
Sec. 08.63.030.  MEETINGS. The board shall hold an annual meet-
ing and may hold special meetings at thecall of  thechair or amajor-
ity of the board members.
Sec. 08.63.040. REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may
remove a member of the board for good cause.
Sec. 08.63.050. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The bhoard shall
(1) establish objective examination requirements and train-
ing and education requirements for personswho apply for alicense to
practice martial and family therapy;
(2) examine applicants and issue licenses to qualified
applicants;
(3) establish continuing education requirements for license

HBO305A -1- HB 305
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renewal;

(4) adopt a code of ethical practice for marital and family
therapy;

(5) hold hearings and order the disciplinary sanction of a
person who violates this chapter or a regulation of the board;

(6) establish standards for supervisors and supervision
under this chapter;

(7) report annually to the governor and the department on
the board’s proceedings each year; the report must include the number
of licensure applicants, tho number of examinations conducted, the
failure rate for each examination, a financial report, and other
information requested by the department;

(8) enforce the provisions of this chapter and adopt regu-
lations necessary to carry out its duties under this chapter.

Sec. 08.63.060. AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS. (a) A person may not
supervise a person under this chapter unless approved by the board to
be a supervisor.

(b) A person who supervises a licensee under this section must

(1) have practiced marital and family therapy for five
years;

(2) be licensed under this chapter; and

(3) meet the minimum standards established by the board for
approved supervisors.

Sec. 08.63.070. PROCEDURES. The Administrative Procedure Act
(AS 44.62) applies to regulations and proceedings under this chapter.

ARTICLE 2. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY LICENSES.

Sec. 08.63.100. QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE. (a)

The board shall issue a license to practice marital and family therapy

to a person who

HB 305 -2- HBO305A
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(1) applies on a form provided by the board;
(2) pays the fee required under AS 08.63.200;
(3) furnishes evidence satisfactory to the board that the
person
(A) has not engaged in conduct that is a ground for
imposing disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.63.220;

(B) holds a master's degree, doctorate, or the equiva-
lent, from an accredited educational institutionapproved by the
board for which the person completed a course of study that
included instruction substantially equivalent to thefollowing:?

(i) courses in marital and family therapy;

(i) courses in marital and family studies;

(iii) courses in humar development
(iv) a course in professional studies or
professional ethics and law;

(v) a course in research; and

(vi) one year of supervised clinical practice in

marital and family therapy;

(©) after receiving a degree described in (B) of this
paragraph, has

(i) practiced marital and family therapy within
three years of the person's application, including 1,500
hours of direct clinical contact with couples and families;
and

(ii) been supervised in the clinical contact for
at least 200 hours, including 100 hours of individual super-
vision and 100 hours of group supervision approved by the
board; and

(D) has passed a written or oral examination

HBO305A -3- HB 305
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administered by the board.

(b) The board may not allow an applicant who fails an examina-
tion given under this section to take a subsequent examination for a
period of six months from the date of the examination that the appli-
cant failed.

(¢) A license issued under this section expires two years from
the date of issue. It may be renewed by payment of the fee required
under AS 08.63.200 and by satisfaction of the ~continuing education
requirements established by the board for the renewal of licenses
issued under this section.

Sec. 08.63.110. LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE. (a) The board
shall issue a four-year license for the supervised practice of marital
and family therapy to a person who meets the requirements of AS 08.-
63.100(a)(1), (2), and (3)(A) - (B).

(b) A licensee under this section may practice only

(1) under the direct supervision of a supervisor approved
by the board under AS 08.63.060; and

(2) in a clinic, social service agency, or other setting
approved by the board.

(c) A license for supervised practice expires four years from
the date of issuance and may not be renewed.

(d) A licensee under this section shall submit to the board for
its approval a proposed plan for satisfying the supervision require-
ments of AS 08.63.100(a)(3)(C).

(e) A licensee under this section shall use the title "marital
therapy associate," "family therapy associate," or other title that is
approved by the board.

(f) The board shall revoke a license for supervised practice if
the person fails the examination required under AS 08.63.100 two or

HB 305 -4- HBO305A
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more times.

Sec. 08.63.120. TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL
AND FAMILY THERAPY. (n) The board shall issue a temporary license
for the practice of marital and family therapy to an applicant who
satisfies the requirements of AS 03.63.100(a)(1), (2) and (3)(A), (B),
and (C) and has been approved by the board to take the marital and
family therapy examination.

(b) A person may practice under a temporary license until the
board issues the results of the first marital and family therapy
examination given after issuance of the person's temporary license and
either issues or denies a license under AS 08.63.100 to the person.

(¢) If a licensee under this section fails the marital and
family therapy examination, the board may not renew the person’s
temporary license.

Sec. 08.63.130. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue
a license to practice marital and family therapy to a person who

(1) is licensed or certified as a marital and family thera-
pist in another state that has requirements for the license or certif-
icate that are substantially equal to or greater than the requirements
of this state; and

(2) meets the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1), (2), and
(3)(A).

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.63.200. FEES. The department shall establish fees under
AS 08.01.065 for the following procedures related to licensing under
this chapter:

(1) application;

(2) examination;

(3) credential review;

HBO305A -5- HB 305
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(4) license;

(5) temporary license;

(6) license for supervised practice;
(7) renewal of license.

Sec. 08.63.210. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A person
licensed under this chapter may not reveal to another person a commu-
nication made to the licensee by a client about a matter concerning
which the client has employed the licensee in a professional capacity.
This section does not apply to

(1) a case conference with other persons licensed under
this chapter or with clinical social workers, psychologists, psycho-
logical associates, physicians, or surgeons;

(2) the release of information that the client in writing
authorized the licensee to reveal; or

(3) information revealed as part of the discovery of evi-
dence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a
court proceeding.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a person licensed under
this chapter shall report incidents of <child abuse or neglect as
required by AS 47.17.020.

Sec. 08.63.220. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY  SANC-
TIONS. After a hearing, the board may impose a disciplinary sanction
on a person licensed under this chapter when the board finds that the
person

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional

misrepresentation;
(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresenta-

tion in the course of providing professional services or angaging in

professional activities;

HB 305 -6- HBO305A
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(3) advertised professional services in a false or mislead-
ing manner;

(4) has been convicted of a felony or other crime that
affects the person's ability to practice competently and safely;

(5) failed to comply with a provision of this chaptir or a
regulation adopted under this chapter, or an order of the board;

(6) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) addiction or severe dependency on alcohol or
another drug that impairs the person's ability topractice safe-
ly;

(C) physical or mental disability;

(71 engage in lewd or immoral conduct in connection with
the delivery of professional services to clients.

Sec. 08.63.230. opiscipLinary SANCTIONS.  (a) When it finds that

a licensee has violated a provision of AS 08.63.220, the board may
impose the following sanctions singly or in combination:

(1) permanently revoke a license to practice;

(2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licensee;

(4) issue a letter of reprimand;

(5) place a licensee on probationary status and require the
licensee to

(A) report regularly to the board on matters involving
the basis of probation;

(B) limit practice to prescribed areas;

(C) continue professional education until a satisfac-
tory degree of skill has been attained in thoseareasdetermined

by the board to need improvement;

HBO305A -7- HB 305



(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a
licensee.

(b)  Theboard may withdraw a limitation, condition, or proba-
tionary status if it finds that the deficiency that required the
sanction has been remedied.

(c)  Theboard may summarily suspend a license before final
hearing or during the appeals process if the board finds that the
licensee poses a clear and immediate danger to the public welfare and
safety if the licensee continues to practice. A person whose license
Is suspended under this section is entitled to a hearing by the board
no later than seven days after the effective date of the order. The
person may appeal the suspension after the hearing to the superior
court.

(d) The board may reinstate a license that has been suspended or
revoked if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant is able
to practice with reasonable skill and safety.

(e) Theboard shall seek consistency in the application of
disciplinary sanctions, and the board shall explain a significant
departure from prior decisions involving similar situations in its
findings of fact or orders.

Sec. 08.63.240. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A person who knowingly
engages in the practice of marital and family therapy without obtain-
ing a license issuc™ by the board and without qualifying for an exemp-
tion from this chapter is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

(b) A person who is not licensed under this chapter or whose
license is suspended or revoked, or whose license has lapsed, who
knowingly uses in connection with the person's name the words or
Ietters£>'ﬁ7F.T.,"C'Ul\ﬁgpi%@and Family Therapist, or other letters,

words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is a

305 -8- HBO305A



o B~ w N

© o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
z5
26
27
28
29

licensed marital and family therapist or who in any way, orally, or in

writing,

directly

or

by implication

knowing

licensed marital and family therapist is guilty of a class

meanor.

person who

a federal,

Sec.

08.63.250.

EXEMPTIONS

This chapter does not

ly holds out as a
B misde-
apply to a

(1) practices marital and family therapy as; an employee of

state,

or local government or of a private nonprofit organi

zation that is exempt from federal income tax; or

(2) is a qualified member of a

than marital and family therapy,

and does not represent to the

by title or description of service as practicing

therapy.

text

buted a card,

Sec.

08.63.900.

DEFINITIONS.
indicates otherwise,

In this chapte

marital

r, unless

(1) "advertise" includes issuing or causing to

sign or device to a person,

or causing,

and

recognizedprofession, other

public
family

the con-

he

allowing a sign or marking on or in a building or structure, o

newspaper,

magazine,

or directory,

or on radio or television,

other means designed to secure public attention;

(3)

distri-

permitting, or

r in a

or using

(2) "board" means the Board of Marital and Family Therapy;

‘course”

in a graduate program

means a class

at

an

of at least

accredited educational

institution approved by the board;

(4)

"practice of marital and

diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional

referenced in the standard diagnostic

family therapy, whether cognitive,

affective, or

the context of human relationships, particularly

HBO305A
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three credit hours

institution or an
family therapy"
disorders that are

hehavior

marital
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means
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systems; marital and family therapy involves

(A) the professional application of assessments and
treatments of psychotherapeutic services to individuals, couples,
and families for the purpose of treating the diagnosed emotional
and mental disorders;

(B) an applied understanding of the dynamics of mari-
tal and family interactions, along with the application of
psychotherapeutic and counseling techniques for the purpose of
resolving intrapersonal and interpersonal conflict and changing
perceptions, atcitudes, and behaviors in the area of human rela-

tionships and family life;

(5) "supervision" means face-to-face consultation,

tion, review, evaluation, and assessment of the practice of the person
being supervised, including direct observation and the review of case
presentations, audio tapes auu video capes.
Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(31) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010)
Sec. 3. AS 08.02.010(a) is amended to read:
(@) An audiologist licensed under AS 08.11, a person licensed in
the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20, a dentist under AS 08.36,
a marital and family therapist: under AS 08.63, a medical practitioner
or osteopath under AS 08.64, a registered nurse under AS 08.68, an
optometrist under AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist under AS 08.80, a
registered physical therapist or occupational therapist under AS 08.-
84, a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a «clinical social worker [li-
censed under AS 08.95, shall use as professional identification appro-
priate letters or a title after that person's name which represents
that person's specific field of practice. The letters or title shall
appear on all signs, stationery, or other advertising ir. which the

305 -10- HBO305A
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person offers or displays personal professional services to the pub-
lie. In addition, a person engaged in the practice of medicine or
osteopathy under AS 08.64.380(2) or a person engaged in any manner in
the healing arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or counsels other
persons in relation to human health or disease and wuses the letters
"M.D." or the title "doctor" or “"physician" or another title thaw
tends to show that the person is willing or qualified to diagnose,
treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the letters or
title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if any, such
as "dermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturopath”, or the
like.

*Sec. 4. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new parapraph to read:

(24) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (AS 08.63.010)
June 30, 1993.

*Sec. 5. AS 21.88.900(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) "health care provider" means an audiologist licensed
under AS 08.11; a chiropractor [licensed wunder AS 08.20; a dental
hygienist licensed under AS 08.32; a dentist licensed under AS 08.36;
a marital and family therapist licensed under AS 08.63; a nurse Ili-
censed under AS 08.68; a dispensing optician licensed under AS 08.71;
an optometrist licensed under AS 08.72; a pharmacist licensed wunder
AS 08.80; a physical therapist or occupational therapist licensed
under AS 08.84; a physician licensed under AS 08.64; a podiatrist; a
psychologist and a psychological associate licensed under AS 08.86; a
hospital as defined in AS 18.20.130, including a governmentally owned
or operated hospital; a corporate entity covered under AS 21.88.-
050(b)(Il); an employee of a health care provider acting within the
course and scope of employment;

*Sec. 6. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

HB0305A -11- HB 305
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(55) Board of Marital and Family Therapy (A3 08.63.010).

*See. 7. AS 47.17.070(9) is amended to read:

(9) "practitioner of the healing arts" includes chiro-
praetors, dental hygienists, dentists, health aides, nurses, nurse
practitioners, occupational therapists, occupational therapy assis-
tants, optometrists, osteopaths, naturopaths, physical therapists,
physical therapy assistants, physicia.ns, physician's assistants,
psychiatrists, psychologists, psychological associates, marital and
family therapists licensed under AS 08.63, audiologists licensed under
AS 08.11, hearing aid dealers licensed und®r AS 08.55, religious
healing practitioners, and surgeons;

*Sec. 8. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. (a) In making the initial appoint-
ments of professional members to the Board of Marital and Family Therapy,
the governor shall consider a person licensed for the purpose of AS 08.63.-
010 ..f the person would be entitled to a license under AS 08.63.100(a)(1l) -
(3)(A) - (B), enacted by sec. 1 of this Act. The Board of Marital and
Family Therapy shall issue a license to practice marital and family therapy
to the professional members appointed under this section.

(b) A license issued under this chapter is subject to the same re-
newal requirements as a license issued under AS 08.63.100 as -enacted by
sec. 1 of this Act.

*Sec. 9. TRANSITIONAL LICENSING. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.63.100,
enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, the board shall issue a license to practice
marital and family therapy to a person who

(1) applies for a license before July 1, 1990;

(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.63.100(a)(1) - (3)(A),
enacted by sec. 1 of this Act;

(3) holds a master's or doctorate degree from an accredited

educational institution either in

HB 305 -12- HBO305A



© o0 ~N o o B ow N e

O T TN
~N o Ul A W NN B, O

(A) marital and family therapy; or
(B) an appropriate course of study approved by the hoard;

and
(4) has practiced marital and family therapy in the state for at

least two years preceding application.

(b) A license under this section is subject to the same renewal
requirements as a license issued under AS 08.63.100, as enacted by sec. 1
of this Act.

(c) The board shall liberally construe the requirements of (a) of
this section for the purposes of licensing as a marital and family therapy
professional every person who merits licensing by virtue of the person’s
education, training, and experience in the field of marital and family

therapy.
* Sec. 10. AS 08.63.240 and 08.63.250, as enacted by sec. 1 of this

Act, take effect July 1, 1990
* Sec. 11. Except as provided in sec. 10 of this Act, thisAct takes

effect July 1, 1989

HBO305A -13- HB 305
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i IN THE SENATE.
SENA i'E DILL H) 48 j

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
SIXTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FVrllL

THERAPY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE,"

8 IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * SECTION 1, AS 08 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER TO READ:

10 CHAPTER 63, MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY,

1i ARTICLE 1, DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT,

Kis SEC > 08,63,010. AUTHORITY OF DEPARTMENT. THE DEPARTMENT HAS
\3 JURISDICTION OVER THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY UNDER

14 THIS CHAPTER. IN ADDITION TO THE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT UNDER

15 AS 08,01 THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

16 (11 ESTABLISH OBJECTIVE EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS AND TRAIN
i ? ING AND EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PERSONS WHO APPLY FOR A LICENSE IT
18 PRACTICE MARTIAL AND FAMILY THERAPY;

19 (2) EXAMINE APPLICANTS AND ISSUE LICENSES TO QUALIFIED

20 APPLICANTS;

<3) ES"IABLISN CONTINUING EDUCAT10N REQUIREMENTS FO LICENS

RENEWAL
(4) ADOPT A CODE OF ETHICAIL PRACTICE FOR MARITAL AND FAMII -
24 THERAPY.
(5) EXERCISE WITH REGARD TO MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAP'.'L
26 THE DISCIPLINARY POWERS GRANTED TO BOARDS BY AS 08,01.075;
07 (6) ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOP SUPERVISORS AND SUPERVISION
28 UNDER [I'HTS CHAPTER;

0 (7) ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER AND ADOPT



REGULATIONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT ITS DUTIES UNDER THIS CHAPTER.
SEC, 03,67,020, AUTHORIZED SUPERVISORS. (A) A PERSON iiAY NOT
SUPERVISE A PERSON UNDER THIS CHAPTER UNLESS APPROVED BY THE DEPART-
MENT TO BE A SUPERVISOR,
<8> A PERSON WHO SUPERVISES A LICENSEE UNDER THIS SECTION MUST
(1) HAVE PRACTICED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY FOR FIVE
YEARS;
(2) BE LICENSED UNDER THIS CHAPTER; AND

(3) MEET THE MINIMUM STANDARDS ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPART-

MENT FOR APPROVED SUPERVISORS.
SEC. 08.63,030, PROCEDURES. THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT
(AS 44.62) APPLIES TO REGULATIONS AND PROCEEDINGS UNDER THIS CHAPTER,
ARTICLE 2. MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY LICENSES,
SEC. 08.63,100, QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE TO PRACTICE. (A)
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A LICENSE TO PRACTICE MARITAL AND FAMILY
THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO
(1) APPLIES ON A FORM PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT;
(2) PAYS THE FEE ESTABLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(3) FURNISHES EVIDENCE SATISFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT

THE PERSON
(A) HAS NOT ENGAGED IN CONDUCT THAT IS A GROUND F
IMPOSING DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS UNDER AS 08.63,210;
<B> HOLDS A MASTER'S DEGREE, DOCTORATE, OR THE EQUIW.
LENT. FROM AN ACCREDITED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION APPROVED BY THU
DEPARTMENT FOR WHICH THE PERSON COMPLETED A COURSE OF STUDY THAT
INCLUDED INSTRUCTION SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT TO THE FOLLOWING:
(1> COURSES IN MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY;
(rn) COURSES IN MARITAL AND FAMILY STUDIES:

cren) COURSES IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT;



(V1) ONE YEAR OF SUPERVISED CLINICAL. PRACTICE IN
MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY;
<C) AFTER RECEIVING A DEGREE DESCRIBED IN (B) OF THIS
PARAGRAPH, HAS
(1) PRACTICED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY WITHIN
THREE YEARS OF THE PERSON'S APPLICATION, INCLUDING 1,!500
HOURS OF DIRECT CLINICAL CONTACT WITH COUPLES AND FAMILIES.
AND
(11) BEEN SUPERVISED IN THE CLINICAL CONTACT FOR
AT LEAST 200 HOURS, INCLUDING 100 HOURS OF INDIVIDUAL SUPER
VISION AND 100 HOURS OF GROUP SUPERVISION APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMENT; AND
(D) HAS PASSED A WRITTEN OR ORAL EXAMINATION ADM

TERED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(B> THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ALLOW AN APPLICANT WHO FAILS AN
EXAMINATION GIVEN UNDER THIS SECTION TO TAKE A SUBSEQUENT EXAMINATION
FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THE EXAMINATION THAT THE
APPLICANT FAILED,

SEC. ©8.63.110. LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE. (A) THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A LICENSE FOP THE SUPERVISED PRACTICE OF MARI
TAL AND FAMILY THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF
AS 08,63.i00(A)(1), (2), AND (3)<A) - (B).

(B) A LICENSEE UNDER THIS SECTION MAY PRACTICE ONLY

(1) UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OP A SUPERVISOR APPROVED
BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER AS 08.63.020; AND

(2) IN A CLINIC, SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCY, OR OTHER SETTING



APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT *

(C> ALICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRACTICE EXPIRES FOUR YEARS FROM
THE DATEOF ISSUANCE AND MAY NOT BE RENEWED*

(D) ALICENSEE UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL SUBMITTO THEDEPARTMENT
FOR ITS APPROVAL A PROPOSED PLAN FOR SATISFYING THE SUPERVISION KE-
QUIREMENTS OF AS 08,63.100(A)(3)(C).

(E) A LICENSEE UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL USE THE TITLE "MARITAL
THERAPY ASSOCIATE," "FAMILY THERAPY ASSOCIATE,- OR OTHER TITLE THAT IS
APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

<F) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVOKE A LICENSE FOR SUPERVISED PRAC-
TICE IF THE PERSON HOLDING THE LICENSE FAILS THE EXAMINATION REQUIRED
UNDER AS 08.63.100 TWO OR MORE TIMES.

SEC. 00.63.120. TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL
AND FAMILY THERAPY. (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE A TEMPORARY
LICENSE FOR THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AMD FAMILY THERAPY TO AN APPLICANT
WHO SATISFIES THE REQUIREMENTS OF AS 08.63.100(A)(1), (2) AND (3)(A),
(B), AND (C> AND HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO TAKE THE
MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINATION.

(B) A PERSON MAY PRACTICE UNDER A TEMPORARY LICENSE UNTIL THE
DEPARTMENT ISSUES.THE RESULTS OF THE FIRST MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY
EXAMINATION GIVEN AFTER ISSUANCE OF THE PERSON *S TEMPORARY LICENSE AND
EITHER ISSUES OR DENIES A LICENSE UNDER AS 08.63,100 TO THE PERSON.

(C) IF A LICENSEE UNDER THIS SECTION FAILS THE MARITAL AND
FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINATION, THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT RENEW THE PERSON'S
TEMPORARY LICENSE.

SEC. 08.63,130. LICENSURE BY CREDENTIALS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
ISSUE A LICENSE TO PRACTICE MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO

(1) IS LICENSED OR CERTIFIED AS A MARITAL AND FAMILY

PIST IN ANOTHER STATE THAT HAS REQUIREMENTS FOR THE LICENSE OR

1



CERTIFICATE THAT ARE SUBSTANTIALLY EQUAL TO OR GREATER THAN THE RE-
QUIREMENTS OF THIS STATE; AND
(2) MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF AS 08.63.100<A><1>, (2) AN)
(3) <A>*
ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

SEC* 08*63.200. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (A) A PERSON
LICENSED UNDER THIS CHAPTER MAY NOT REVEAL TO ANOTHER PERSON A COMMU-
NICATION MADE TO THE LICENSEE BY A CLIENT ABOUT A MATTER CONCERNING
WHICH THE CLIENT HAS EMPLOYED THE LICENSEE IN A PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY.
THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO

(1) A CASE CONFERENCE WITH OTHER PERSONS LICENSED UNDER
THIS CHAPTER OR WITH CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKERS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, PSYCHO-
LOGICAL ASSOCIATES, PHYSICIANS, OR SURGEONS;

(2) THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION THAT THE CLIENT IN WRITING
AUTHORIZED THE LICENSEE TO REVEAL; OR

(3) INFORMATION REVEALED AS PART OF THE DISCOVERY OF EVI-
DENCE RELATED TO A COURT PROCEEDING OR INTRODUCED IN EVIDENCE IN A
COURT PROCEEDING.

<B) NOTWITHSTANDING (A) OF THIS SECTION, A PERSON LICENSED UNDER
THIS CHAPTER SHALL REPORT INCIDENTS OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT AS
REQUIRED BY AS 47.17.020.

SEC. 08.63.210. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC-
TIONS. AFTER A HEARING, THE DEPARTMENT MAY IMPOSE A DISCIPLINARY
SANCTION ON A PERSON LICENSED UNDER THIS CHAPTER WHEN THE DEPARTMENT
FINDS THAT THE PERSON

<1) SECURED A LICENSE THROUGH DECEIT, FRAUD, OR INTENTIONAL
MISREPRESENTATION;
(2) ENGAGED IN DECEIT, FRAUD, OR INTENTIONAL MISREPRES

TION IN THE C-OURSE OF PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES OR ENGAGING IN



PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES;

(3) ADVERTISED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN A FALSE OR
ING MANNER;
<4> HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY OR OTHER CRIME THAT
AFFECTS THE PERSON'S ABILITY TO PRACTICE COMPETENTLY AND SAFELY;
(5) FAILED TO COMPLY WITH A PROVISION OF THIS CHAPTER OR A
REGULATION ADOPTED UNDER THIS CHAPTER, OR AN ORDER OF THE DEPARTMENT;
(6) CONTINUED TO PRACTICE AFTER BECOMING UNFIT DUE TO
(A) PROFESSIONAL INCOMPETENCE;
(B) ADDICTION OR SEVERE DEPENDENCY ON ALCOHOL OR
ANOTHER DRUG THAT IMPAIRS THE PERSON'S ABILITY TO PRACTICE SAFE-
LY; OR
<C> PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITY; OR
(?) ENGAGE IN LEWD OR IMMORAL CONDUCT IN CONNECTION WITH
THE DELIVERY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO CLIENTS.

SEC. 08.63.220. LICENSE REQUIRED. (A) A PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY
ENGAGES IN THE PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY WITHOUT OBTAIN-
ING A LICENSE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND WITHOUT QUALIFYING FOR AN
EXEMPTION FROM THIS CHAPTER IS GUILTY OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR.

(B) A PERSON WHO IS NOT LICENSED UNDER THIS CHAPTER OR WHOSE
LICENSE IS SUSPENDED OR REVOKED, OR WHOSE LICENSE HAS LAPSED, WHO
KNOWINGLY USES IN CONNECTION WITH THE PERSON'S NAME THE WORDS OR
LETTERS "M.F.T.," “MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST,” OR OTHER LETTERS
WORDS, OR INSIGNIA INDICATING OR IMPLYING THAT THE PERSON IS A LI-
CENSED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST OR WHO IN ANY WAY, ORALLY, OR IN
WRITING, DIRECTLY OR BY IMPLICATION, KNOWINGLY HOLDS OUT AS A LICENSED
MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST IS GUILTY OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR

SEC. 08.63.230. EXEMPTIONS. THIS CHAPTER DOES NOT APPLY TO A

PERSON WHO

MIS



(1) PRACTICE.? MARITAL. AND FAMILY THERAPY AS AN EMPLOYEE OF
A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT OR OF A PRIVATE NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION THAT IS EXEMPT FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAX: OR

(2) IS A QUALIFIED MEMBER OF A RECOGNIZED PROFESSION, OTHER
THAN MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY, AND DOES NOT REPRESENT TO THE PUBLIC
BY TITLE OR DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE AS PRACTICING MARITAL AND FAMILY

THERAPY.

SEC. 08.63.900. DEFINITIONS. IN THIS CHAPTER, UNLESS THE CON-

TEXT INDICATES OTHERWISE,

(1) "ADVERTISE" INCLUDES ISSUING OR CAUSING TO BE DISTRI-
BUTED A CARD, SIGN OR DEVICE TO A PERSON, OR CAUSING, PERMITTING, OR
ALLOWING A SIGN OR MARKING ON OR IN A BUILDING OR STRUCTURE, OR IN A
NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINE, OR DIRECTORY, OR ON RADIO OR TELEVISION, OR USING-
OTHER MEANS DESIGNED TO SECURE PUBLIC ATTENTION;

(2) "COURSE" MEANS A CLASS OF AT LEAST THREE CREDIT HOURS
IN A GRADUATE PROGRAM AT AN ACCREDITED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OR AN

INSTITUTION APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(3) “DEPARTMENT* MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT;

<A) "PRACTICE OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY" MEANS THE
DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF MENTAL AND EMOTIONAL DISORDERS THAT ARE
REFERENCED IN THE STANDARD DIAGNOSTIC NOMENCLATURE FOR MARITAL AND
FAMILY THERAPY, WHETHER COGNITIVE, AFFECTIVE, OR BEHAVIORAL, WITHIN
THE CONTEXT OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS, PARTICULARLY MARITAL AND FAMILY

SYSTEMS; MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY INVOLVES

(A) THE PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION OF ASSESSMENTS AND

TREATMENTS OF PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC SERVICES TO INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,

AND FAMILIES FOR THE PURPOSE 0." TREATING THE DIAGNOSED EMOTIONAL

AND MEN'AL DISORDERS,-



(B AN APPLIED UNDERSTANDING OF THE DYNAMICS OF MARI-

TAL AND FAMILY INTERACTIONS, ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION OF

PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC AND COUNSELING TECHNIQUES FOR THE PURPOSE OF

RESOLVING INTRAPERSONAL AND INTERPERSONAL CONFLICT AND CHANGING

PERCEPTIONS, ATTITUDES, AND BEHAVIORS IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RELA-

TIONSHIPS AND FAMILY LIFE;

(5) "SUPERVISION* MEANS FACE-TO-FACE CONSULTATION,
TION, REVIEW, EVALUATION, AND ASSESSMENT OF THE PRACTICE OF THE PERSON
BEING SUPERVISED, INCLUDING DIRECT OBSERVATION AND THE REVIEW OF CASE
PRESENTATIONS, AUDIO TAPES AND VIDEO TAPES*
SEC* 2* AS 08*01*010 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW PARAGRAPH TO READ:

(32) REGULATION OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY UNDER
AS 08*63*
SEC* 3* AS 08*02*010(A) IS AMENDED TO READ:

(A) AN ACUPUNCTURIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08.06, AN AUDIOLOGIST
LICENSED UNDER AS 08.11, A PERSON LICENSED IN THE STATE AS A CHIRO-
PRACTOR UNDER AS 08.20, A DENTIST UNDER AS 0OS*36, _A MARITAL AND FAMILY
THERAPIST UNDER AS 08*63,_ A MEDICAL PRACTITIONER OR OSTEOPATH UNDER
AS 08*64, A REGISTERED NURSE UNDER AS 08.68, AN OPTOMETRIST UNDER
AS 08*72, A REGISTERED PHARMACIST UNDER AS 08.80, A PHYSICAL THERAPIST
OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08*84, A PSYCHOLOGIST
UNDER AS 08*86, OR A CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER LICENSED UNDER AS 08*95,
SHALL USE AS PROFESSIONAL IDENTIFICATION APPROPRIATE LETTERS OR A
TITLE AFTER THAT PERSON1S NAME WHICH REPRESENTS THAT PERSONI1S SPECIFIC
FIELD OF PRACTICE. THE LETTERS OR TITLE SHALL APPEAR ON ALL SIGNS,
STATIONERY, OR OTHER ADVERTISING IN WHICH THE PERSON OFFERS OR DIS-
PLAYS PERSONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC* IN ADDITION, A
PERSON ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE OR OSTEOPATHY UNDER AS 08*-

64*380(2) OR A PERSON ENGAGED IN ANY MANNER IN THE HEALING ARTS WHO

DIR



DIAGNOSES, TREATS, TESTS'' OR COUNSELS OTHER PERSONS IN RELATION TO
HUMAN HEALTH OR DISEASE AND USES THE LETTERS =sM.D*" OR THE TITLE
"DOCTOR" OR "PHYSICIAN" OR ANOTHER TITLE THAT TENDS TO SHOW THAT ;U-
PERSON IS WILLING OR QUALIFIED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, TEST, OR COUNSEL
ANOTHER PERSON, SHALL CLARIFY THE LETTERS OR TITLE BY ADDING THE
APPROPRIATE SPECIALIST DESIGNATION, IF ANY, SUCH AS "DERMATOLOGIST",
"RADIOLOGIST", "AUD10LOG1ST", *NATUROPATH", OR THE LIKE *
SEC* 4~ AS 21.88*900(9) IS AMENDED TO READ:

(9) "HEALTH CARE PROVIDER" MEANS AN ACUPUNCTURIST LICENSED
UNDER AS 08*06; AN AUDIOLOGIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08*11; A CHIROPRACTOR
LICENSED UNDER AS 08*20, A DENTAL HYGIENIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08*32; A
DENTIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08*36; _A MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST LI-
CENSED UNDER AS 08»63;_ A NURSE LICENSED UNDER AS 03*68; A DISPENSING
OPTICIAN LICENSED UNDER AS 08*71; AN OPTOMETRIST LICENSED UNDER
AS 03.72; A PHARMACIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08*80; A PHYSICAL THERAPIST
OR OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST LICENSED UNDER AS 08*84; A PHYSICIAN L I-
CENSED UNDER AS 08.64; A PODIATRIST; A PSYCHOLOGIST AND A PSYCHOLOGI-
CAL ASSOCIATE LICENSED UNDER AS 08*86; A HOSPITAL AS DEFINED IN
AS 18*20*130, INCLUDING A GOVERNMENTALLY OWNED OR OPERATED HOSPITAL; A
CORPORATE ENTITY COVERED UNDER AS 21 *88 *050<B)(1 1); AN EMPLOYEE OF A
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER ACTING WITHIN THE COURSE AND SCOPE OF EMPLOYMENT;
SEC* 'b* AS 44.62.330(A) IS AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW PARAGRAPH TO READ:

(.55) DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CON-
CERNING THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPISTS
UNDER AS 08.63.
SEC* 6* AS 47*17*070(9) IS AMENDED TO READ:

(9) "PRACTITIONER OF THE HEALING ARTS" INCLUDES ACUPUNCTUR-
ISTS, CHIROPRACTORS, DENTAL HYGIENISTS, DENTISTS, HEALTH AIDES,

NURSES, NURSE PRACTITIONERS, OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS, OCCUPATIONAL
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THERAPY ASSISTANTS, OPTOMETRISTS, OSTEOPATHS, NATUROPATHS, PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS, PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS, PHYSICIANS, PHYSICIAN'S
ASSISTANTS, PSYCHIATRISTS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATES,
.MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPISTS LICENSED UNDER AS08*63,..AUDIOLOGISTS
LICENSED UNDER AS 08*11, HEARING AID DEALERS LICENSEDUNDER AS 08*55,
RELIGIOUS HEALING PRACTITIONERS, AND SURGEONS;

* SEC* 7* TRANSITIONAL LICENSING* (A) NOTWITHSTANDING AS 08*63*100),
ENACTED BY SEC* 1 OF THIS ACT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALLISSUE A LICENSE TO
PRACTICE MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY TO A PERSON WHO

(1) APPLIES FOR A LICENSE BEFORE JULY 1, 1991;
(2) SATISFIES THE REQUIREMENTS OF AS ©8*63*100(A)(1>, (2), AND
(3)(A), ENACTED BY SEC. 1 OF THIS ACT;
(3) HOLDS A MASTER'S OR DOCTORATE DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION EITHER IN
(A)  MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY; OR
<B> AN APPROPRIATE COURSE OF STUDY APPROVED BY THE DEPART-
MENT; AND
(4) HAS PRACTICED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPY IN THE STATE FOR AT
LEAST TWO YEARS PRECEDING APPLICATION-
<B) A LICENSE UNDERTHIS SECTION IS SUBJECT TO THE SAME RENEWAL
REQUIREMENTS AS A LICENSE ISSUED UNDER AS08*63*100, AS ENACTED BY SEC* 1
OF THIS ACT*
<C> THE DEPARTMENT SHALL LIBERALLY CONSTRUE THE REQUIREMENTS OF (A)
OF THIS SECTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF LICENSING AS A MARITAL AND FAMILY
THERAPY PROFESSIONALEVERY PERSON WHO MERITS LICENSING BY VIRTUE OF THE
PERSON'S EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EXPERIENCE IN THE FIELD OF MARITAL AND
FAMILY THERAPY.

* SEC* 8. AS 08.63*220 ANDO08.63.230, AS ENACTED BY SEC* 1 OF THIS ACT,

TAKE EFFECT JULY 1, 1991*



1 # SEC. 9* EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SEC, 8 OF THIS ACT, THIS ACT TAKES

2 EFFECT JULY 1, 1990*
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515 E. Dahlia
P.O. Bo\ 1087
Palmer. AK 99M5
907-745-4813

January 5, 1990

Dear Governor and Legislators,

I strongly support the state of Alaska establishing certification
or licensing requirements at the state level for Family and

Marriage Therapists.

As Associate Administrator of Health Services at Valley Hospital,

I think the assurance licensure provides, that family and mar —
riage therapists have been properly trained, 1is essential when
referring patients and employees to their services.

It has been my observation that at the time a family or couple
are referred for therapy, they are often in crisis, and extremely
vulnerable to a therapists guidance and influence. An, ‘improper —
ly trained therapist represents a threat to these at risk indi—
viduals.

Passage of state legislation, insuring licensure of family and
marriage therapists 1is urgently needed, and has my complete

support.

Sincerelv.

Christine Blackgoat,
Associate Administrator
of Health Service

GEN.487



WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

GREATER WASILLA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

COTTONWOOD CREEK MALL
P.0. BOX 871826
WASILLA, ALASKA 99687
(907) 376-1299

RESOLUTION

there have been cases of abuse and mistreatment by people
claiming to be qualified marriage and family therapists.

there are currently no laws regulating the practice of
marital and family therapy 1in the State of Alaska.

the public should have the right to kr.ow that practi—
tioners claiming to be marital and family therapists
have met professional standards and are qualified to
perform marital and family therapy.

the State of Alaska has developed regulations and licensing
requirements for other health care providers.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Wasilla Chamber of C mmerce

supports the concept of regulation and licensing
of practitioners of marital and family therapy,
the establishment of a board of marital and family
therapy, and the qualifications for license to
practice marital and family therapy as outlined

in House Bill - 305.

la Chamber of Commerce



Greater Wasilla Area Chamber of Commerce
Resolution on Licensing Marriage and Family Therapists

At a Board of Directors meeting on May 2, 1989, the Directors of the Greater
Wasilla Area Chamber of Commerce unanimously approved a resolution supporting
the licensing of Marriage and Family Therapists in the State of Alaska.

The Board recognized that consumers of therapy services may have difficulty
evaluating the stated credentials of people holding themselves out as marital
and family therapists. Therefore, state regulation is needed to provide
consumers with information about credentialed/licensed professionals. Also
from a business point of view, licensing 1is often a prerequisite for therapists
to receive reimbursement for their services from insurance companies.

Therefore, the Board of Directors of the Greater Wasilla Area Chamber of
Commerce resolved to support HB 305 which will be introduced 1in the 1990
session, and which provides for licensing of Marriage and Family Therapists.



COUNSELING CENTERS

100 Noble Slri'tl, Suile .IO
Fairbanks. Alaska 79701
1907) 7575

%L E Bogard Road, Suite 1P
Wasilla Alaska 9957
(907) 3737575

CHAPTER
NORTH HOSPITAI

February 13, 1989

Mercy Dennis
2550 Denali
suite 905
Anchorage,

Street

Alaska 99503

Dear Mercy:

licensing for Marriage
Alaska currently

nursing, clinical
and social work.
a separate mental
Currently,

support of
State of Alaska.
psychiatric

I am writing in
Therapy by the

regulates psychiatry,
and psychological associate,
family therapy 1is recognized as
discipline by the Federal government.
license and regulate marriage
additional 22 states considering such legislation 1in
the State of Alaska, 1
is essential
that some marriage

As a certified professional 1in
licensure and ongoing regulation

quality and integrity. I realize
therapists choose membership 1in

Marriage and Family Therapy. However,

is no substitution for regulation by the State. As
Administrator of Charter North Hospital, | am

at the lac): of regulations and requirements for

individuals performing therapy.

Bert of luck in this endeavor. Please feel free to
foi further support on this matter.

C-inpcrol

Kathleen M. Cronen, cPA, MS

Administrator

KMC:rlr
2088

2530 DeBarr Road * Anchorage, Alaska 99308-2996 * (907) 258-7575 « (800) -178-7575
lillj A member of the Charter Medical Corporation family ot quality health care facilities.

Marriage
health
18 states
and family therapists with an
1989.

210E Tudor Road. Suite 220
A ichor.ige, Alaska 9901
(907) k- 757t

Oplilasl Weight Loss
190715a61- 7577

Chemical Dependency
t'm7l 5617576

and Family
licenses
psychology

and

and

know that
to maintaining both
and family
the American Association of

such voluntary membership
the

gravely concerned
licensure by

contact me



Deborah Cicero, MSW. ACSW

INDIVIDUAL & GROUP THEaAPY
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Anchora%e Alaska 99503 2 X) 77
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4 \imind H,n 4rftic\

e Intermission
e Family Connection

» The Center for Children and Parents

3745 Community Park Loop, Suite 201 « Anchorage, Alaska 99508 « (907) 276-4994

April 5, 1989

Mercy Dennis
2550 Denali, Suite 905
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mercy:

I am writing to express my support of your efforts to put in
place a licensing system for private practice marriage and

family therapists. Recent data show that more and more
mental health services are being provided by a wide variety
of practitioners with very different backgrounds. As you

know, at present in Alaska, there is no way for a consumer
to judge the difference in quality of care that may be
provided by these various practitioners. With a licensing
system in place, based on accepted professional standards of
certification and completion of extensive supervision
requirements, Alaskan consumers will be better assured that
they are purchasing quality mental health services.

Please let me know if 1 can assist you 1in this important
effort.

Sincere lyr/

Peter Scales, Ph.D.
Executive Diiector

Southcentral Alaska Chapter-

Strergtmnirg FamneS Slrx:e ].972 National Committee tor

Prevention of Child Abuse



CHARTER
NORTH I'lOSPITAE

March 26, 1989

Mercy Dennis MA

AAMFT (Alaska Division)
Charter North Hospital
Anchorage, AK 99508

Dear Ms. Dennis,

It is my understanding that the Alaska division of the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapists are involved in sponsoring a Licensure Bill for
Marriage and Family Therapists.

| have just relocated to Alaska from California with a recent degree (Masters of

Arts in Counseling with an Emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy) and have been
concerned about licensure. Since | am', aware of the California MFT Licensure process

| have been designing my job and supervisionhours to meet the criteria there as

Alaska does not have a license at this time for Marriage and Family Therapists .They.-.-y
do for other mental health professionals,ie Psychologists and Social Workers.

It has in only recent years been recognized by the entire mental health field that
when a person is emotionally disturbed or has a mental disability it is not

the problem of a single member of a family, but is systemic, treatable and often
preventive for additional members of the same family. The field of Marriage and
Family Therapy has encompassed that tenet of the human condition and has created
educational programs especially designed to train highly skilled mental health
professionals in working with family systems. Psychologists are trained to critically
consider the individual and to have specialized skills such as psychological testing
and individual therapy. Social workers are trained with clinical skills as well as
considering the sytem of the family and community as support systems, but not
necessarily as part of the problem and solution within the therapeutic process.

There are even some insurance companies such as Champus which consider Family Therapy
a crucial part of treatment for individuals. Family Therapists are a vital part of
the therapeutic team...and equal part. Many states other than California also recognize
the importance of the inclusion of Family Therapy in the therapeutic process of
individuals. To be an equal member of the therapeutic team in the state of Alaska it

is vital for Family Therapists to be licensed and be eligible for insurance payments.
Without such governmental support and recognition for this profession, families

in the mental health system do not have the increased potential (as would be the case
in utilizing a team approach) for sustained mental health within a family system.

| sincerely urge you to pass this bill and to consider stretching it to include third
party payments for Marriage and Family Therapists. | also urge you to consider the

state of the family in Alaska and consider the important role that Family Therapists have
in the mental health of the state of Alaska.

Thank you for your attention.
Family Therapist

ml 2530 DeBarr Road, Anchora?e, Alaska 99508-2948 (907) 258-7575
llij A Member of the Charter Medical Corporation family of quality health care fecilities.



Episcopal
Dlocese Of AIaSka The Rt. Bev. George C. Harris, Bishop

Post Office Box 441 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-0441 Telephone (907) 452-3040

March 2, 1989

The Honorable Steve Cowper
State of Alaska
Juneau AK 99802

Dear Governor Cowper:

Of the many fiscal 1issues facing state government at this time,
the licensing of marriage and family therapists 1is an issue of
significant importance for consumer protection.

Incompetent people practicing in the mental health professions

are very dangerous, and 1 feel the state needs to provide the
people of this state with the necessary protection to ensure
their safety and well-being. State regulation 1is important in

providing consumers with information about credentialed
professionals.

Currently, 18 states have licensing laws that regulate the
practice of marriage and family therapy. Twenty-two additional
s-ates are presently considering such legislation.

Clergy 1in our parishes are on the front-line for referring
families for marriage and family therapy. They need to have
information about quality referrals. They need to know that
persons who advertise themselves as marriage and family
therapists do, 1in fact, have the training, experience, and
clinical supervision they claim. The State of Alaska 1is the only
public agency that can provide such through licensing and
regulation, as it does in the case of clinical social workers,
psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, psychiatric nurses, etc.

I urge you to consider and enact legislation into law that will
license and regulate the field of marriage and family therapy in
order to protect the people of Alaska and to promote standards of
excellence across the entire field of mental health providers 1in

our state.

Yours in Christ

George C. Harris

*Dictated by the bishop but signed in his absence.



BOYER, TIMM & PETERS A P.C

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

P.O. Box 871625
Wasilla, Alaska 99687
Cyd« T. Boyer. Jr.. CPA

Stndra L. Bowers. CPA
Janet C. Kennedy. CPA

Telephone
(907) 376-3576
(907) 376-5889

April, 24, 1989
TO: Legislators, House of Representatives

c/o Bob Nelson, AKAMFT

4502 Cassin Drive

Anchorage, A" 99507
FROM: Clyde T. Boyer, Jr.
As a certified public accountant, and as President of The Board
of Directors of the Valley Hospital Association, | am writing to
express support for licensing for marriage and family therapists.
| believe that professional disciplines need to be licensed so
that, there 1is regulation of standards to practice in the
profession. Specifically, marriage and family therapists provide
necessary services m our community, but the public does not know
which therapists have relavant education and training without a
licensing standard.
I urge that the licensing bill for marital and family therapists
be voted in as soon as possible.
Sincerelv.
Certified Public Accountant
CTBl/cg

Anchorage Palmer Wasilla Eagle River



David R. Samson M .D.
Board Certified Psychiatrist

October 20, 1989

Dr. Robert Nelson, President-Elect
Alaska Association for Marriage
and Family Therapists

4502 Cassin Drive

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Dear Dr. Nelson:

This letter is written in support of licensing or certification at
the state level for marriage and family therapists.

As a psychiatrist, |  believe marriage and family therapists provide
specific services that are needed in our communities. | believe it
is essential that our state government assures the public that the
people who claim to be marriage and family therapists do in fact
have the necessary advanced educational requirements and experience

to provide marriage and famly therapy services. | have worked with
multiple therapists in and out of community mental health center
settings. | have worked closely with several trained marriage and

family therapists.
| urge that the state legislature pass legislation in the coming
year to license or certify marriage and family therapists. Please

feel free to use this letter in support of your Association's
endeavors.

, M.D., F.A.P.A.

DRS/ag

Alaska Counseling Services (907) 276-2978
2600 Denali Street, Suite 606 Anchorage, Alaska 99503



ie ~ramtiij ana K*nnareni Clinic
561 SO DENALI ST. SUITE A
PALMER. ALASKA 99645

19071 745-3327

KENNETH P FALLON. JR. M.S.W. AC.S W. CHRISTOPHER L DATTAN. M.D
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER PSYCHIATRIST
CHERYL F. MITCHELL. MS W PATRICIA SANDBERG. M.A.
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER THERAPIST
MARY DALL. M.S.W. CHRISTINE CHILDERS. Ph.D.

CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

December 4, 1989

Dr. Robert Nelson. President-Elect

Alaska Association -for Marriage
and Family Therapists

4502 Cassin Drive

Anchoraoe. AK 99507

Dear Dr . Mel son :

I am writing this letter in support cTt the cert ,fication and/or
licensing at the Alaska state level for marriaoe and -family

therapists.

As an Alaska state licensed clinical social worker, J feel

stronglv that 1licensing of family and marriaae therapists .is
necessary to iInsure that the public receives the best possible
level of services. Licensure would po a long way toward assuring
the public that each licensed marriage and family therapist has
adequately completed the nationally standardized graduate-level

educational requirements as well as several years of supervised
training necessary to be competent to deliver these services.

T have worked chwl v with a number of marriage and TfTamily
therapists, and have attended seminars and continuing education
classes with them. I respect their level of expertise and
believe that their services are needed iIn Alaska.

I strongly recommend passage of state legislation in the coming

year to license marriage and familv therapists. IFT I can be of
further assistance 1iIn this regard, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Cheryl F. Mitchell
Licensed Clinical Social Worker





