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Official Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SENATE 
Committee on Finance

P.O. Box v  
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

.MEMQ.RANP-UM March 6, 1990

TO: Senator Paul Fischer, Chairman
Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee

FROM: Senator Johrie B in k le ^^ '^ ./V ^  .a. ....

RE: SB 410 - Related to warning signs about
the effects of alcohol consumption

Sectional Analysis

S e c tio n  1. Amends that portion of the Alcoholic Beverages 
statutes that requires licensees of alcoholic beverages to post 
signs warning of the dangers of drinking during pregnancy. The 
amendment specifies that lettering on the sign must be at least 
one-half in ch high.

Legislation requiring alcohol beverage licensees to post warning signs passed last 
session has largely been quite successful.

Certain licensees, however, are apparently trying to circumvent the intent of the law by 
printing their signs with lettering that is approximately 1/4 inch high. The result has 
been to make the sign inconspicuous and difficult, if not impossible, for some patrons 
to read.

The bill has -0- fiscal notes and is supported by both the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board and the Department of Health and Social Services.
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

C - I>EI»ART>1 E X T  O F  R E V E N U E 550 W. 7THAVE
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-6696

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD

F e b ru a r y  2 8 , 1990

The H o n o ra b le  Jo h n e B in k le y  
A la s k a  S ta t e  S e n a te 
P ouch V
J u n e a u , A la s k a  99811

/

RE: SB 410 and SB 411
A t t e n t i o n :  P a t J a c k s o n

D ea r S e n a to r B in k le y :

The A l c o h o l i c  B e v e ra g e  C o n t r o l B o a rd h a s had an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  
r e v ie w  SB 410 and SB 4 1 1 . The b o a rd  do e s n o t h a v e c o n c e rn s  o r o b je c t i o n s  
t o  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and le n d s  i t s  e n c o u ra g em e n t f o r  a d o p t io n .

I f  y o u  h a ve an y q u e s t io n s , p le a s e  do n o t h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l .c
S in c e r e l y

P a t r i c k  L . S h a r r o c k  
D i r e c t o r ,  ABC B o a rd

P S /c l

9 0 -4 1
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SB 410

"An Act r e l a t i n g  to w a rning signs about the effects 
of alcohol c o n s u m e d  during p r e g n a n c y . "

BACKGROUND

SB 410 speci f i e s  the size of l e t t e r i n g  of the w a r n i n g  signs 
that are c u r r e n t l y  requi r e d  at every p o i n t  of p u r c h a s e  by 
A S  04.21.065.

PURPOSE

Overall, t h e  p u r p o s e  of the w a r n i n g  signs is to reduce b i r t h  

d e f ects t h r o u g h  education. Those most n e e d i n g  to know the 
c o n n e c t i o n  of alcohol and b i r t h  defects, that is, those 
p e r s o n s  p u r c h a s i n g  and c o n s u m i n g  alcohol n e e d  to see the 
signs. Unfortunately, in some places, specif i c a l l y  certain 
airlines, t h e  size of lettering on the signs has b e e n  reduced, 
m a k i n g  the signs u n n o t i c e a b l e  and the m e s s a g e  almost 
unreadable.

S p e c i f y i n g  t h e  size of the l e t t e r i n g  on the signs will assure 
that the signs can be seen from a r easonable distance, and 

will b e  noticed.

The D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Social Services supports this 
legislation.

. P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

R e c o m m e n d e d  by:
S&lly Mead, Cobrdi n a t o r  
O ffice of Preven t i o n

Date:

A p p r o v e d  by:
Myra^l. Munson, C o m m i s s i o n e r  
De p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and 

Social Services

Date: % A  l z .

Position Paper: H & SS




