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Alaska State Legislature
SENATE

Official Business P.O. Box V
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

SB 278— SPONSOR STATEMENT
BY SENATOR JAY KERTTULA
APRIL 19, 1989

I have introduced SB 278, dealing with education programs for
gifted children, to help solve a specific problem.

The problem was brought to my attention by concerned parents, by
teachers and by school administrators who work with gifted children.
They pointed out that some of the statutory procedural requirements for
programs relating to gifted children were net only innappropriate, but
were taking valuable time away from the teachers and ultimately from the
children that these programs are designed to benefit.

I believe this bill will help to streamline these procedures by
providing some procedural flexibility. It makes clear that gifted
children need not in all cases be treated identically to children who
suffer from physical or mental disabilities.

I further believe it is of the utmost importance for the State
Board of Education to develop regulations directed specifically at
programs for gifted children. This bill requires such regulations to be
developed.

I would like to point out that although this bill does not address
the need for more teachers and programs specializing in gifted
education, it is at least a beginning. | hope that it may contribute to
the establishment of a secure statutory and regulatory foundation upon
which a larger effort may grow.

The gifted children of Alaska are a precious resource worth
investing in. They are the leaders of our future, and we have not always
responded to their educational needs to the degree that we should.
Ultimately, a larger financial investment in programs for these children
should be considered. In the interim, | have sponsored SB 278 simply to
enable educators of gifted children to use more efficiently the time and
monies that are currently available.

Sena;or Jay Kerttula



SB 278- OVERVIEW

SB 278 amends portions of statutes that relate to educational
programs for gifted children.

This bill would exempt programs for pdftpd rhi-ldren from
time-consuming procedural requirements that were developed for programs
directed to children with mental or physical disabilities. In their
place, it requires the board of education to develop regulations that
specifically address programs for gifted children.

The bill makes one further change: it makes clear that "gifted"
children include children who exhibit outstanding intellectual or
academic ability, or outstanding ability in creative thinking. This is a
refinement of the present statutory reference to "creativity,” which has
provoked misunderstanding and is not consistent with the terminology
developed.by researchers specializing in gifted children.



SB 278— SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

This bill amends portions of AS 14.30, which deals with education
programs and requirements for "exceptionall children. Exceptional
children include children who have physical and mental disabilities, and
"gifted"™ children, who exhibit outstanding ability in specified areas.
The bill addresses only provisions relating to gifted children.

Section 1: Exempts children identified as "gifted"™ from mandatory
three year evaluations.

Section 2: Exempts meetings that concern gifted children from
requirement that special education supervisor and other specified
individuals always be included.

Section 3: Provides that a group education program may be utilized
for gifted children, subject to certain requirements.

Section 4: Requires State Board of Education to develop regulations
specific to programs for gifted children.

Section 5°¢ Clarifies definition of gifted children.
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April 24, 1989

To: Senator Paul Fischer, Chair
Members, Senate HESS Committee

Re: Senate Bill No. 278; "An Act relating to
education for exceptional children."”

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages your favorable
consideration of SB 278.

This legislation addresses a legitimate concern of
professional educators as well as students and parents. As
such, it is good public policy.

Some of our current regulations as they pertain to gifted
and talented students are cumbersome, constrain

opportunities which should be available to them and actually
tend to function as a disincentive to excel.

It is important that we be as responsive to the unique needs
of gifted and talented students as it is that we respond to
those who are disadvantaged.

Thank you for your consideration of our position.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Manners
Executive Secretary

cc: Senator Jay Kerttula
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NEA-ALASKA
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April 24, 1989

To Senator Paul Fischer, Chair
Members, Senate HESS Committee

Re: Senate Bill No. 278; "An Act relating to
education for exceptional children."

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages your favorable
consideration of SB 278.

This legislation addresses a legitimate concern of
professional educators as well as students and parents. As
such, it is good public policy.

Some of our current regulations as they pertain to gifted
and talented students are cumbersome, constrain
opportunities which should be available to them and actually
tend to function as a disincentive to excel.

It is important that we be as responsive to the unique needs
of gifted and talented students as it is that we respond to
those who are disadvantaged.

Thank you for your consideration of our position.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Manners
Executive Secretary

cc: Senator Jay Kerttula
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APRIL 19, 1989

I have introduced SB 278, dealing with education programs for
gifted children, to help solve a specific problem.

The problem was brought to my attention by concerned parents, by
teachers and by school administrators who work with gifted children.
They pointed out that some of the statutory procedural requirements for
programs relating to gifted children were not only innappropriate, but
were taking valuable time away from the teachers and ultimately from the
children that these programs are designed to benefit.

I believe this bill will help to streamline these procedures by
providing some procedural flexibility. It makes clear that gifted
children need not in all cases be treated identically to children who
suffer from physical or mental disabilities.

I further believe it is of the utmost importance for the State
Board of Education to develop regulations directed specifically at
programs for gifted children. This bill requires such regulations to be
developed.

I would like to point out that although this bill does not address
the need for more teachers and programs specializing in gifted
education, it is at least a beginning. | hope that it may contribute to
the establishment of a secure statutory and regulatory foundation upon
which a larger effort may grow.

The gifted children of Alaska are a precious resource worth
investing in. They are the leaders of our future, and we have not always
responded to their educational needs to the degree that we should.
Ultimately, a larger financial investment in programs for these children
should be considered. In the interim, | have sponsored SB 278 simply to
enable educators of gifted children to use more efficiently the time and
monies that are currently available.

;or Jay Kerttula



SB 278- OVERVIEW

SB 278 amends portions of statutes that relate to educational
programs for gifted children.

This bill would exempt programs for gifted children from
time-consuming procedural requirements that were developed for programs
directed to children with mental or physical disabilities. In their
place, it requires the board of education to develop regulations that
specifically address programs for gifted children.

The bill makes one further change: it makes clear that "gifted”
children include children who exhibit outstanding intellectual or
academic ability, or outstanding ability in creative thinking. This is a
refinement of the present statutory reference to "creativity,” which has
provoked misunderstanding and is not consistent with the terminology
developed by researchers specializing in gifted children.



SB 278-  SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

This bill amends portions of AS 14.30, which deals with education
programs and requirements for "exceptional™ children. Exceptional
children include children who have physical and mental disabilities, and
"gifted" children, who exhibit outstanding ability in specified areas.
The bill addresses only provisions relating to gifted children.

Section 1: Exempts children identified as "gifted"™ from mandatory
three year evaluations.

Section 2: Exempts meetings that concern gifted children from
requirement that special education supervisor and other specified
individuals always be included.

Section 3: Provides that a group education program may be utilized
for gifted children, subject to certain requirements.

Section 4: Requires State Board of Education to develop regulations
specific to programs for gifted children.

Section 5: Clarifies definition of gifted children.
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