


March 31, 1989

The Honorable Tim Kelly
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
P.0O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. President:

Under the authority of art. 111, sec. 18, of the Alaska

Constitution, 1 am transmitting a hill to you which exempts
the University of Alaska from the adjudicative procedures
of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA; AS 44.62). The

bill would clearly establish that grievance procedures and
other dispute resolution processes foremployees and
students at the University of Alaska are outside of the APA
hearing procedures. The university is in litigation
concerning the applicability of the APA as a result of a
statute enacted in 1977. When that statute was enacted, it
was not thought to have any material effect on the opera-—
tion of the university. The enactment of this bill would
resolve the problems that caused the litigation.

The University of Alaska currently has in place internal
hearing procedures for students and grievance procedures

for students and employees. These procedures are best
suited to meeting the special circumstances of the academic
enterprise. To 1impose a statutory process that provides

AJr the appointment of a hearing officer by this office,
involvement of attorneys, depositions, and subpoenas goes
far beyond what reasonably should be 1imposed 1in what are
often minor matters concerning the internal affairs of the

university. The bill as proposed would expressly remove
these internal processes from a procedure that applies more
appropriately to quasi-judicial actions conducted by

licensing boards, commissions

I urge your favorable conside
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