


D a v i d  T . W a l k e r
A t t o r n e y  a x  L aw  

M e n d e n h a l l  B u i l d i n g  
3 2 6  Fou irrn  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  B 

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  00801
(0071 586-3537

M A R  1  4  1989

M a r c h  14, 1989

H A N D  D E L I VERED

S e n a t o r  Paul Fischer, Chairma n 
S e n a t e  Health, E d u c a t i o n  &

Social Services 
Capitol Building, R o o m  508 
Juneau, A l aska  99801

Dear S e n a t o r  Fischer:

I am the regis t e r e d  L obbyist for the A l a s k a  Nurses' 
Association. I w o u l d  appr eciate it if y ou or a m e m b e r  of y o u r  
s taff w ou ld cont act m e  if y o u  have a n y  q u e s t i o n  or s u g g e s t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  l egislation t r e atin g nurses, nursing, o r  the 
regul a t i o n  of the p r a c t i c e  of nursing.

The A s s o c i a t i o n  is the largest n u r s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in 
Alaska. The A s s o c i a t i o n  has a l w a y s  a p p r e c i a t e d  the
L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  interest in p r o v i d i n g  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  and 
apprec i a t e s  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to w o r k  w i t h  the L e g i s l a t u r e  to 
improve h e a l t h  care, and conta in h e a l t h  care costs.

David T. W a l k e r

D T W :ndp

cc: Consta nce T r ollan



MAR 3 1 1989

Heritage Place

232 Rockwell Avenue 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
907-262-2545

M a r c h  24, 1989

Mr. R a n d a l l  Burns, D i r e c t o r  
Div. of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  
P.O. Box D 
Juneau, Ak. 99811

D e a r  Mr. Burns:

I w a n t e d  t o - f o l l o w  u p  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  at t h e  r e c e n t  H A A  m e e t i n g  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e  in S e n a t e  Bill 156 c o n c e r n i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n  of n u rse 's a i d e s  by t h e  b o a r d  of nursing. One c o n c e r n  
e x p r e s s e d  in t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  Sec. 08.68 .218. T h e  p r o p o s e d  
l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a n u r s e ' s  a i d e  be c e r t i f i e d  b e f o r e  
b e i n g  a l l o w e d  to w o r k  as a n u rse's aide. It w a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  
the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  federal l a w  are l e s s  restrictive, i.e., 
t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h a t  the n u r s e ' s  a i d e  h a v e  16 h o u r s  of t r a i n i n g  
b e f o r e  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  to p r o v i d e  p a t i e n t  care a n d  to h a v e  
c o m p l e t e d  t he t r a i n i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  four m o n t h s  of 
employment.

Y o u  i n d i c a t e d  that you h a d  no p r o b l e m  w i t h  c h a n g i n g  the l a n g u a g e  
to c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  the federal requ irement. I w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  
y o u  t o  do t h a t  as soon as possible.

T h a n k  you.

HESS

A d m i n i s t r a t o r

ODerated by Lutheran Hospitals & Homes Society
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SB 156 Regulation of Nurses Aides -— -—
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State of Alaska Bill Version ICS S B  156 ( F i na n c e )

1989 Legislative Session Publish Date: a/6/89

FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E S T : _____________________________________________________________________________________

R e v i s i o n  D a t e : _____________A g e n c y : c o m m e r c e  & E c o n  D e v e l o p m e n t
T I T L E :  R e g u l a t i o n  ot n u r s e  a T H e s  BRU: O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g
b v  B o a r d  of N u r s i n g

S p o n s o r : R u l e s / G o v e r n o r  COMPONENTS: A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

R e q u e s t o r : ___________________________ _____________________________________________

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
O P E R A T I N G FY 8 3 F Y  9 0 f t  91 F Y  9 2 F Y”3 T ~ " T V "  94' '

P e r s . S e r v i c e s

T r a v e l

C o n t r a c t u a l

S u p p l i e s

E q u i p m e n t

L a n d / B u i l d .

G r a n t s / C l a i m s

|M i s c e l l a n e o u s 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1

“T O T A L 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1

p a g m e

I R E V E N U E

F u n d i n g : ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
[ G e n e r a l  F u n d s

i P e d e r a l  F u n d s

i-OjHER I - A  R e c t  = 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 y 6 . 1 -  9 5 . 1 9’STI

• I 0TAL 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 9 6 . 1 ”' 9 F 7 T 9 6 . 1

P o s i t i o n s :
j -_u l l - T i m e

JI a r t - T i m e

T e m p o r a r y

ANALYSIS: s e e  a t t a c h e d

P h o n e  N o . :  4 6 5 - 4 8 2 1  P a ? e  l  o f  2



CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 156 ^Finance!

"An Act relating to the regulat ’.on of nurse aides by the 
Board of Nursing; and providing for an effective date."

ANALYSIS

Under the Nursing Reform Act of 1987 (PL 103-200), the federal 
government requires each state to create a nurse aide training 
and certification program and to begin implementation of the 
p r ogram at the start of 1989. As a result, funding of $96.1 is 
being provided to the Division of Occupational Licensing by 
interagency receipts from the Division of Medical Assists.nce in 
the Department of Health and Social Services. The federal 
government is funding a portion of the $96.1 for FY 89 and FY 90 
after which the costs to run the program will be built into the 
occupational licensing operation budget. Therefore, new funds 
are not required at this time.

04/05/89 
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale: ________
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SB 156: An Act relating to the regulation of nurse aides bv the
Board of Nursing; and providing for an effective date.

SB 156 places responsibility for creation of Alaska’s nurse aide training 
and certification program under the Alaska Board of Nursing. Under the 
Nursing Reform Act of 1987 (PL 103-200), the federal government has 
mandated each state to establish a program to certify nurse aides who 
work in long-term care facilities in order to continue eligibility for 
medicare and medicaid funding for those facilities.
The Division of Medical Assistance, Department of Health and Social 
Services, and the Division of Occupational Licensing, Department of 
Commerce and Economic Development have agreed that responsibility for 
the training and certification of nurse aides required by PL 103-200 fits 
most appropriately under the auspices of the Alaska Board of Nursing; 
therefore, this bill is drafted to state the board’s authority in this area.
Federal funding is available to the state to defray a portion of the start-up 
costs of this program which, by law, had to be in place at the start of 1989. 
As of January 1, 1989, the state must begin to implement a registry for 
nurse aides, with the certification program to be in place and fully 
operational by January 1, 1990.
In summary, this bill is necessary to place the nurse aide training and 
registration responsibilities under the Board of Nursing; satisfy the federal 
mandate for a certification program for nurse aides in long-term health 
care facilities; and ensure continued eligibility for medicare and medicaid 
funding. The department supports passage of SB 156.

£

;culiQff; Commissioner 
nt of Commerce and 

Economic Development
Date:

mm0757t
021589a
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  &  
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

STEVE C O W  PER, G O V E R N O R

P. 0. BOX D
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0800 
PHONE: (907) 465-2500

February 13, 1989

FEB 1 5 1989

Honorable Paul Fischer, Chairman 

Senate Health, Education and 

Social Services Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. Box V 

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Fischer:

Re: SB 156

Under the Nursing R eform Act of 1987, the federal government requires 

each state to create a nurse aide training and certification program 

and to begin implementation of the program at the beginning o f  1989. 

Accordingly, the Governor has introduced legislation which gives the 

Board of Nursing statutory authority to adopt regulations regarding 

the training and registration of nurse aides. Without a nurse aide 

certification program, long-term-care facilities in the state will not 

meet new federal qualification standards and therefore will n ot be 

eligible for Medicare and Medicaid funding.

Attached is the department's position paper on this necessary piece of 

legislation. The fiscal note accompanied the bill at introduction.

I would appreciate ve ry  much y ou r  scheduling this bill for a hearing 

as soon as possible. You will find widespread support for the 

legislation.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

LM/sa0581p

21389a

Enclosure



STATE OF ALASKA 
1989 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST:

BILL VERSION: 
PUBLISH DATE:

SB 156

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: __________________________  Agency Affected: Commprce & Frnnnm -ir i w
Title: An Act relating to the r e g u l a t i on o f B R U :___ Occupational l icensing__________

nurse aides bv the Board of Nurs in g 

Sponsor: Rules Committpo_______________

Requester: Governor

Components:

EXPENDITURES / REVENUES : (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93 FY 94
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TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
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TOTAL OPERATING n _ ,Q . 0 .

n n n
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0 0 0

oo
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary.)
Under the Nursing Reform Act o f  1987 (PL 103-200), the federal g ov ernment 

requires each state to create a nurse aide training and certification program and 

to begin implementation of the program at the start of 1989. As a result, funding 

of $96.1 is being provided to the Division of Occupational Licensing from the 

Division of Medical Assistance through a transfer of interagency receipts.

Prepared by:  J e n n i f p r  S t r i c k l e r ,  A d m i n i s t r a t j v p  O f f i c e r  Phone: 465-2144__________
Division:  O c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  /  O S  r . Date: March 6,  1QRQ

Approved by Commissioner: Larry MettfliT7eff< Commissioner phone: 465-2500__________

Agency: Department of Commerce & Economic D ev e lo pm e nt Date: ' V “7/ &/

Distribution (by preparer):
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Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page 1 of 2
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SB 156
CONTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

The Medical Assistance BRU will thereafter continue to fund this program 
through an RSA to the Occupational Licensing BRU.
The federal government will match state expenditures for this program of at 
least a 50% rate.
For FY 89. the interagency transfer expenditure breakdown is as follows:

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

$41.0 
10.0 
38.1 

1.0 
 <LQ

TOTAL $96.1

For FY 90 and thereafter, the breakdown is as follows:
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies

$58.4
12.8
55.5
1.5

TOTAL $128.2

3485D-2
page _2_ of _2_


